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Prayer Focus – Submission Leads to Effective Prayer
March, 2022 
As you spent time in fellowship with your heavenly Father studying, meditating, thinking on, and praying about submission you certainly have discovered that the Word of God is the most significant resource in your life! The importance of submitting our mind, will and emotions to the leading of the Holy Ghost (and His Word) often times is misunderstood by many Christians. When any of these states of consciousness are misled or misdirected it leaves us subject to the enemy. We should continuously be learning our Father’s thoughts, His plan and His perfect will for our lives and as we do; it dismantles any opening to Satan’s deceptions in our lives. Many have heard fellow believers talk about spiritual warfare. When we read the Word of God the only spiritual warfare, we see is the war between choosing to obey what we think is right or what IS RIGHT (2 Corinthians 10:2-5 AMPC)! Jesus defeated the principalities and powers of the air (Colossians 2:15 AMPC) and He has EMPOWERED us with His Holy Spirit to enforce that notable victory (Ephesians 6:10-12 AMPC)! We need to understand that the real spiritual war that is taking place is in us! Satan is ‘trying’ to lead us through our mind, will and emotions and the Holy Ghost is ‘attempting’ to lead us by our heart (bosom). James 4:1 AMPC reads; WHAT LEADS to strife (discord and feuds) and how do conflicts (quarrels and fighting) originate among you? Do they not arise from your sensual desires that are ever warring in your bodily members? Humility cures all these sensual desires. His instructions in His Word are NOT mere suggestions but they lead us to the power to live a GOOD and SUCCESSFUL life. When we don’t humble ourselves to God it will also affect our prayer lives. Continue to read James 4:2-3 AMPC;

You are jealous and covet [what others have] and your desires go unfilled; [so] you become murderers. [To hate is to murder as far as your hearts are concerned.] You burn with envy and anger and are not able to obtain [the gratification, the contentment, and the happiness that you seek], so you fight and war. You do not have, because you do not ask. [Or] you do ask [God for them] and yet fail to receive, because you ask with wrong purpose and evil, selfish motives. Your intention is [when you get what you desire] to spend it in sensual pleasures.   
[bookmark: _Hlk96764249]												                         James explains that the church came to a place where they did not even pray (You do not have, because you DO NOT ASK). A spiritual tug of war is taking place between our mind and our spirit man. It is our responsibility to humble our whole being to the Spirit of God so we don’t become blind and begin to THINK we are right in our own eyes (Proverbs 3:7 NKJV, Romans 12:16 AMP). This subtle thought comes in the form of “I KNOW what to do; I don’t even need to pray.” Do you hear who is leading? Satan and his subtle and mere suggestions that say, “You don’t need the Word of God or the Holy Spirit; you can do this yourself.” Let us pay attention to James’s further insight …[Or] you do ask [God for them] and yet fail to receive, because you ask with wrong purpose and evil, selfish motives. Your intention is [when you get what you desire] to spend it in sensual pleasures. The writer of the epistle is telling us that in this mindset of seeking those things on the earth, (Matthew 6:19-21,33 TPT, Colossians 3:2 NKJV) when we do decide to pray, we are again blinded by our own selfish motives and plans and therefore, we ask for things that do not line up with the will of God and as a result we will not receive what we ask for! The Apostle John makes it clear that if you know the will of God (His Word) and pray it, then you know with all confidence that you have already obtained it. 1 John 5:14-15 TPT reads; Since we have this confidence, we can also have great boldness before Him, for if we ask anything agreeable to His will, He will hear us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we also know that we have obtained the requests we ask of Him.  Find out what the will of the Lord is, not only for obedience’s sake, but so our prayers can be effective. Ephesians 5:15-17 NKJV; See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

[bookmark: _Hlk86602254]Clearly, we are living in dangerous times! It so imperative that we learn how to not only submit to the voice of the Sheperd (John 10:4-5 AMPC), but to pray and ask for clear direction from Him. It is also equally important that we know His Word (His will) so we can be effective in our prayer life, receiving timely answers James 1:6 TPT; Just make sure you ask empowered by confident faith without doubting that you will receive…. 
			                                  
Praying His Will,                                                                                                                   
Scott and Jackie

SCRIPTURES as references and those TO PRAY: 2 Corinthians 10:2-5 AMPC; Colossians 2:15 AMPC; Ephesians 6:10-20 TPT/AMPC; James 4:1-6 AMPC/TPT; Proverbs 3:7 NKJV/TPT; Romans 12:16 AMP; Matthew 6:19-21,33 TPT; Colossians 3:2 NKJV; 1 John 5:14-15 TPT/NKJV; Ephesians 5:15-17 NKJV/AMP; John 10:4-5 AMPC
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