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Prayer Focus – Put on the Armor of Light
October, 2022 
[bookmark: _Hlk115436857]October has arrived, summer is over and fall has officially begun. When you walk into the market place you see the celebration of the new season with displays of pumpkins, gourds and paraphernalia associated with Halloween. We also see a transition in the natural world around us as well, like the fields being harvested and the leaves changing colors. We likewise are seeing signs of another change. The transition from one age to another. Paul and the early church were also living through a similar paradigm shift with the transition into the church age from the age of the law. With the rapid approach of the end of this age we are experiencing a tremendous increase in the activity of the powers of darkness just like Paul and the early church did. There is nothing new under the sun! We, the body of Christ as Jesus pointed out in Mark 4, Matthew 13 and Luke 8 face the identical tactics from the same invisible enemy of our soul. He has a goal and that is to steal the Word and therefore, the authority Jesus delegated to us (Luke 10:18-19 NKJV). Satan attempts to do that through “affliction, persecution, the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches and the lust of other things.” Paul declared in Romans 13:11-14 NKJV: The night is far spent; the day is at hand. Therefore, let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. Paul, in his letter to the church of Ephesus describes this armor in full detail (Ephesians 6:14-18 AMPC).  But notice in vv.10-11 he tells us to draw our strength from Christ in order to stand.  

[bookmark: _Hlk104880068]In conclusion, be strong in the Lord [be empowered through your union with Him]; draw your strength from Him [that strength which His boundless might provides]. Put on God’s whole armor [the armor of a heavy-armed soldier which God supplies], that you may be able successfully to stand up against [all] the strategies and the deceits of the devil.
[bookmark: _Hlk109809748][bookmark: _Hlk115426326]												                         Paul in 2 Corinthians 11:24-28 ESV begins to recount the maneuvers that were used against him to steer him off God’s plan for his life! Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one (persecution). Three times I was beaten with rods (persecution). Once I was stoned (persecution). Three times I was shipwrecked (affliction); a night and a day I was adrift at sea (affliction); on frequent journeys (lust of the things), danger from rivers (cares of this world), danger from robbers (cares of this world), danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night (lust of other things and deceitfulness of riches), in hunger and thirst, often without food (lust of other things and deceitfulness of riches), in cold and exposure. And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches (cares of this world). You will notice that these hardships Paul experienced are what Jesus revealed in the parable of the Sower in Mark 4. The apostle Paul confirms a messenger of Satan was behind all this interference in 2 Corinthians 12:7 NKJV. Paul proceeded to ask the Lord for relief from this onslaught and Jesus told Paul “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Paul had the power and authority all along! He just needed some light so he could change his mind set (Philippians 2:5 NKJV).  We must renew our minds to the truth that God has raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places (Ephesians 2:6 AMPC) so that the manifold wisdom of God might be made known through the church to these rulers and authorities in the heaven (Ephesians 3:10 HCSB). This is part of reinforcing the victory that has already been won through the blood of Jesus Christ. Ephesians 6:12 AMPC reminds us that our contentions are with the invisible realm of darkness, not with people. He continues in Ephesians 6:13-18 AMP describing the armor that we are to put on. Jesus also adorned Himself with this armor [or mindset] (Isaiah 59:17 NKJV). If you look closely, each piece of armor being depicted it is really a different attitude or characteristic of the WORD! “The belt of truth” is the clear understanding of the Word of God which holds all the other pieces of the armor in place. “The breast plate of righteousness” is knowing we are in right standing with God which includes an active obedience to the Word. “The shoes strapped on with the Gospel of peace” enables one to be fully prepared when the enemy comes to veer us off God’s path (Philippians 4:7 NKJV). “The shield of faith” is a heart full of faith having heard, received, and believed the good news of gospel. “The helmet of salvation” is a mind set on the promises that salvation provides. “The sword of the spirit (Word of God)” is the declaration of Jesus’s resurrection over your life and the lives of others. The lance of all-prayer and supplication is used to thwart the plans of the enemy.   

[bookmark: _Hlk86602254]To meet the situation the Church of Christ needs a new conception of prayer. There is an urgent call for men and women, yielded wholly to the Lord, whose eyes have been enlightened to see the ministry in the heavenlies to which they have been called. Such believers may in union with the great Head of the body, exercise an authority to which the powers of the air must give place wherever challenged. 
			                                  
Bearers of the Armor of Light,                                                                                                                   
Scott and Jackie

SCRIPTURES as references and those TO PRAY: Mark 4; Matthew 13; Luke 8; Luke 10:18-19 NKJV; Romans 13:11-14 NKJV; Ephesians 6: 10-18 AMPC/AMP; 2 Corinthians 11:7,24-26 ESV; Philippians 2:5 NKJV; Ephesians 2:6 AMPC; Ephesians 3:10 HCSB; Isaiah 59:17 NKJV; Philippians 4:7 NKJV/MSG; Ephesians 3:10-21 NKJV
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