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Prayer Focus- The Foundation of Faith
August, 2026   
[bookmark: _Hlk209730832]Greetings, Empower church family. August is upon us and many are beginning to think about starting the new school year. Last month we continued the discussion of praying in tongues and how Holy Spirit aids us in our weaknesses, particularly in discovering the plan that God has hidden for us and not from us. Praying in tongues also bolsters our spirit man which Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 14:4 NKJV; he who speaks in a tongue edifies himself… According to the Greek in the Strongs concordance, the word edifies means to build up. In other words, as we continue to pray in tongues, we build up our spirit man strengthening him, much like a bodybuilder who lifts weights getting stronger and stronger. Jude 1:20 AMP states, but you, beloved, build yourselves up on [the foundation of] your most holy faith [continually progress, rise like an edifice higher and higher], pray in the Holy Spirit. Praying in tongues on a continuous basis will cause our spirit man to increase and heighten our awareness of the spirit realm building upon the foundation of faith. As we know according to Romans 10:17 NKJV; faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God, so, praying in the Holy Ghost does not give us faith; it empowers or builds upon our faith. Let us take a moment and ponder the word faith. If we were to ask a general question about what is your faith we would get all kinds of answers. Some would think we were asking about their religious institution: Catholic, Methodist, Baptist or Lutheran etc. Others often associate faith with different beliefs such as Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism, witchcraft etc. but this is not the faith that our heavenly Father is speaking of. The spiritual man understands: now faith is the certainty of things hoped for, the proof of things not seen. For by [faith] the people of old gained approval. Faith empowers us to see that the universe was created and beautifully coordinated by the power of God’s Words! He spoke and the invisible realm gave birth to all that is seen (Hebrews 11:1-2 NASB, v.3 TPT). God has dealt to every man through hearing His Word a measure of faith, and as we continue to hear the Gospel our faith will increase. Every Word that we hear, receive, believe, say and obey will empower us to a live a life based on the foundation of faith (Romans 12:3 NKJV). Paul said it best to the church in Rome;  
 
[bookmark: _Hlk220222283][bookmark: _Hlk217309404][bookmark: _Hlk217312437][bookmark: _Hlk236396374]This gospel unveils a continual revelation of God’s righteousness—a perfect righteousness given to us when we believe. And it moves us from receiving life through faith, to the power of living by faith. This is what the Scripture means when it says: “We are right with God through life-giving faith!” (Romans 1:17 TPT)            
[bookmark: _Hlk236395936]Let us examine how Jesus allowed Holy Spirit to move Him from receiving life through faith, to the power of living by faith. After receiving the infilling of the Holy Spirit Jesus fasted, and fellowshipped with the Father. Jesus was hungry from abstaining from food for forty days, and probably was a little tired. His body would have been calling to His mind, will and emotions for food, among other things. The tempter spoke to His mind, “if You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” But He answered and said, “It is written, that man shall not live by bread alone, but by every Word that proceeds from the mouth of God” (Matthew 1-4:4 NKJV). The devil tempted Jesus two more times to get Him to obey him and Jesus again responded with the Word. Now pay attention, the fallen one each time used a part of a scripture, or a half-truth just like he did with the first Adam in the garden of Eden. Satan was up to his old tricks! He was trying to derail God’s plans for Jesus and mankind with what is seen or temporal. Remember, Jesus stripped Himself of all His divine attributes, but not His deity, and was tempted in every way as we are (Hebrews 4:15 NKJV). If Jesus had obeyed His senses and the voice of the deceiver it would have been over for mankind, Holy Spirit, Himself and the Father. When the cares of this world, the lust of other things, and the deceitfulness of riches were presented to Him, He said, “it is written.” Luke 2:40, 46-47 ESV describes what Jesus was like at the age of 12; and the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon Him. After three days they found Him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them asking questions. And all who heard Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers. Jesus spent 18 more years in the Word, not just hearing, but doing and growing a firm foundation of faith. Our Savior stated in John 5:30 AMPC; I am able to do nothing from Myself [independently, of My own accord—but only as I am taught by God and as I get His orders]. Even as I hear, I judge [I decide as I am bidden to decide. As the voice comes to Me, so I give a decision], and My judgement is right (just, righteous), because I do not seek or consult My own will [I have no desire to do what is pleasing to Myself, My own aim, My own purpose] but only the will and pleasure of the Father Who sent Me. Jesus heard, received, believed, said, and obeyed! He was not moved by the unseen realm or all that He could hear, see, taste, touch or smell. He made a quality decision that He would live by every Word that proceeds from the mouth of God. Jesus learned what we need to know; faith starts where the will of God is known and His will is His Word. Paul describes the importance of knowing God’s will to the Holy Ghost filled church in Ephesians 5:15-17 AMPC; Look carefully then how you walk! Live purposefully and worthily and accurately, not as the unwise and witless, but as wise (sensible, intelligent people), Making the very most of the time [buying up each opportunity], because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be vague and thoughtless and foolish, but understanding and firmly grasping what the will of the Lord is.  
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