
Welcome Home to  
Our New Members

• Alekzander Brysch

• Ron McKee 
(left)

• Ian Mills

• Tonya O’Neil 
(center)

• Judy Perez 
(right)

ServingSeptember

End of Summer Highlights: Read about our Deacon Ordination, first Pinewood 
Derby Races, and the beginning of our Sunday Night Discipleship.02
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• 9/4 Family Movie Night

• 9/5 Labor Day  
(Offices Closed)

• 9/13 Missions Here & Now 
Lunch & Speaker: CBFB

• 9/16 Parent's Night Out

• 9/28 Adult Sunday School 
Leadership Training

• 10/1 Golf Fellowship 
Tournament

Important Dates:

As believers, we are challenged in scripture 
to grow in our faith. Our trust in Jesus should 
deepen as we step out in faith each day. 
And as life brings its challenges, our faith 
continues to grow as we trust Jesus more. 

There are many things we can do (and should 
do) to create space for God’s Spirit to do 
transformative work in us:

• We should make spending time in His 
word and in prayer a daily practice. 

• We should remain faithful as part of 
His body – our church family. 

• And we should find ways to use our 
gifts and talents to serve.

We recently ordained 11 men to serve as part  
of our deacon body. I hope you were able to 
be part of that blessed time of recognizing 
these men as servants. 

One of the things that we make clear in 
the ordination process is that the role of 

deacon is not one 
of authority but of 
service. Humility 
is a characteristic 
that each servant 
must possess.

I believe that 
should be the case 
for every believer. 
We are called to 
live our lives not for ourselves but for Jesus. 
He has gifted us with passions, talents and 
gifts to be used for His glory. 

In this issue of the Shoreliner, you will see 
opportunities to do just that. I challenge you  
to get involved and put those gifts to use in ways 
that build the Kingdom and make a difference  
in eternity.

Be a Blessing, 
Pastor Brian Hill

FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK: GROWING YOUR FAITH 
THROUGH SERVING OTHERS WITH YOUR GIFTS

Inside This Issue:
• Serving September: How to Use 

Your Gifts in our Missions Ministries

• Worship Choir Christmas 
Preparations

• Impacting Young Lives through  
Upward Basketball

• Welcome Our New Members

• Worship Center Flowers & 
Celebrations

• September 2022 Calendar
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To give flowers in love, memory or appreciation of someone,  
contact the church office, 361-888-8228.

October

• 1: Qtrly Golf Tournament

• 3: Ladies Mug of Hugs

• 10-13: Upward Basketball  
 Player Evaluations

• 31: Noah's Ark

November

• 5: Christmas Craft Fair

• 10: Women's Banquet

• 20: Agape Meal

December

• 2: Josh Wilson Concert

• 3-4: Live Nativity

• 10: Breakfast with Santa

• 11: Christmas Program

• 24: Christmas Eve Service

• 25: Christmas Day Service

Save The Date!
Fall Events @ First Corpus

Sept. 4: Given by Lewis and Cynthia 
Smith in honor of Loyd Lott's 54th 
anniversary as organist of FBC.

Sept. 11: Given by Sue Thompson in  
loving memory of her husband,  
Guy Douglass Thompson. 

Sept. 18: Given by Joe Almaraz and the  
Almaraz kids in celebration of  
Kathy's birthday this week. 

Sept. 25: Given by Bill Mills. 

 

Next book club 
meeting to discuss 
Rising Tiger will be 
Sunday, Sept. 11th  
at 5:30pm in the 
Media Library  
(second floor, room 231)

September Book Club
Rising Tiger by Brad Thor

Once again we will explore of world of intrigue and spies 
through Brad Thor’s Rising Tiger and America’s top spy 
Scot Harvath.  An unprecedented, threat between China 
and India has materialized on the world stage. Thrust 
into a completely unfamiliar culture, with few he can 
trust, the attempts on his life begin piling up the moment 
he arrives. With democracy itself hanging in the balance, 
Harvath will risk everything to untangle the explosive 
plot and bring every last bad actor to justice.  

PINEWOOD DERBY CAR RACES
Congratulations to all our nearly 50 racers for our 
Pinewood Derby in July! It was so impressive seeing 
the creativity and engineering by our families and 
kids. A special thank you to Pastor Chris Skoglund 
for planning a summer full of fun family activities 
including the pinewood derby car build night and 
races. Well done, all!  

Deacon Ordination
It was an honor to finally, officially 
ordain our newest group of deacons 
at the end of July 2022.

These 11 gentlemen were to be 
ordained on April 3, 2020. In the 
events that prevented that ceremony 
and upended our lives, they have 
stepped up to serve our church and 
community in countless ways. Their 
humility and servant hearts are the 
definition of what all deacons and 
Christians should aim to be.  

Worship Center Flowers
Reminder: 
TV Broadcast has Ended

If the decision to discontinue our television 
broadcast has adversely affected you or 
someone you know, please contact the 
church so we can help you access our 
online services.  

SUNDAY NIGHT DISCIPLESHIP
This August, we endeavored to rearrange our evening program, 
moving it to Sunday nights instead of Wednesday nights. 
Our Kickoff evening enabled nearly 180 church members 
to fellowship together in celebration of growing deeper in 
their faith. Classes have begun and there is still room for you! 
Contact Pastor Stephen Heslip for help selecting a class, or 
join us Sunday evenings at 5:30pm for our meal and 6:15pm 
for the start of our classes.  



Worship Choir Christmas Preparations
Come sing in the Worship Choir this Fall and Christmas. 

We rehearse each Wednesday at 6:45pm in the Choir Room (Rm 139). 
We sing every Sunday in the 8:45am Worship and are preparing music for 
Christmas Worship on December 11. Childcare is available by reservation.

If you would like to sing just for the Christmas presentation, please come 
each week at 6:45pm as we are already learning the music together. 

We also are planning a special time of concentrated rehearsal for Christmas 
during September. More details to come. Come to choir now and celebrate 
the Season in praise of our Savior.  

Apply Online to Serve

If you are interested in coaching 
or volunteering, please fill out the 
volunteer form online.

Ideally, each team should have a pair of volunteer leaders:

• A skills coach who understands basketball and can help develop 
gamesmanship; and 

• A heart coach who pours encouragement and love into these players 
during practice and at games. 

These two roles work hand in hand to engage the whole athlete – mind, body, 
spirit, and soul.

The time commitment for team leaders/coaches will be one hour per week 
from November 28 until the week of February 13. Plus, an hour on Saturdays 
for games beginning January 7 through February 18. 

Coaching shouldn’t feel overwhelming or scary. We will have a training for all 
coaches to help you prepare and understand the league rules, expectations, 
and processes. To our church, this is much bigger than coaching basketball 
– it is about presenting the gospel each week to kids and families around 
Corpus Christi.  

Player registration for the January 2023 season of Upward 
Basketball is in full swing. This ministry is so desired by 
our community that we have been completely full for the 
last several years, and we expect another full league as 
people enjoy more traditional activities again.

The Upward organization describes their purpose: 

For over twenty years, our purpose 
has remained the same: to use 
the power of sports to share the 

gospel and promote the discovery of 
Jesus in every community. We view sport 
through the lens of a greater purpose – 
which means the impact can extend far 
beyond the game. Sports break down 
barriers and create a powerful catalyst 
for churches to build relationships and 
serve others.”

The heart of our Upward league is our coaches and 
volunteers. We have an opportunity for 32 individuals 
from our church to step up and ensure we have an FBC 
impact on each team. This is more than just coaching. 
It’s an opportunity to connect with families from around 
Corpus Christi and to present the gospel. 

IMPACTING YOUNG 
LIVES THROUGH 
UPWARD BASKETBALL

Your time could impact these kids for the rest of their lives.

"



Costa Rica: Newest Outreach Location
We hope to reach the people of Costa Rica for God 
and spread the news of his love to this beautiful 
country.

Although we have not made a trip to Costa Rica 
yet, we are looking for a partner there to help us 
get started spreading the Good News.  

Mexico: Support of Casa Hogar
Casa Hogar is an orphanage managed by Pastor Luna from Primera Iglesia 
Bautista in Rio Grande, Texas. They take in children who are abandoned or when 
their parents have died or are incarcerated without other family to take them in.

We have provided all their needed school supplies for several years. During 
COVID when they weren't able to attend school, we provided laptops for each 
school-aged child to be able to continue virtual learning. Beyond school 
supplies, we also provide Christmas gifts each December so that each child 
is blessed during the holiday season.

A small team travels to Casa Hogar to share 
the supplies and gifts. Many who have gone to 
meet the children and the workers can share 
how profound the experience has been to them.

The trips to the orphanage are not possible 
without the support of each member who 
provided supplies and gifts each August  
and December.

To get involved, contact Alta Garcia.  

INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS
There are four international ministries that we 
support:
• Mexico: Support of Casa Hogar
• Dominican Republic: Partner with  

STCH and IBQ
• Costa Rica (new this year)
• Operation Christmas Child (Shoebox Drive).

through Samaritan's Purse

HOW TO USE YOUR GIFTS IN 
OUR MISSIONS MINISTRIES
As the world wakes back up from the fog of the recent years, our Missions 
Ministries and teams are coming back to life. Acts 1:8 instructs us to, “be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” To the Israelites in Jesus’s time, Jerusalem and Judea would have 
been their city and the surrounding area. Samaria would have been further 
from home. In the same way, First Corpus has missions ministries aimed at 
impacting our city, surrounding community, and the greater world.

This September, prayerfully consider how God has gifted you to fulfill his 
commands in Acts 1:8. Our church missions ministries are a great place to 
get connected to others in our church, to get your family serving together, 
and to make an impact on our community.  

SERVING 
SEPTEMBER
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Pastor Chris Skoglund on the Dominican trip, 2014

Each summer, our Dominican Missions 
team travels to the Dominican Republic 
to partner with South Texas Children's 
Home (STCH) and Iglesia Bautista 
Quisqueyana (IBQ) for ministry and 
mission opportunities.

During our week on site, we have served 
in a number of ways including sewing 
needs, helping with VBS, helping with 
a sports camp, construction, teacher 
training, food delivery, furniture building 
and delivery, and traveling to the 
orphanages to have a day of ministry to 
love on the kids and the staff and medical 
missions. 

We like to match our trip ministry 
opportunities to those members who 
participate. For example, if we have 
medical personnel then we can target 
medical missions. If we have teachers 
going, then we can provide teacher 
training.

Anyone who feels called to go on the trip 
is welcome. We recommend that anyone 
younger than 10th grade be accompanied 
by an adult/guardian. 

Typically the trip is one week long in 
July, and we have a few meetings leading 
up to the trip to get organized and make 
sure we have all the supplies lined out 
that we need for the week.

If you're interested in participating, 
contact Pastor Chris Skoglund.  

Dominican Republic: 
Partner with STCH and IBQ

Operation Christmas Child (Samaritan's Purse)
The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way  
to children in need around the world. Through this project, Samaritan’s Purse partners with 
the local church worldwide to share the Good News of Jesus Christ and make disciples of 
the nations. 

Our desireat First Corpus is to bring joy to a child's life by providing a box with gifts and to 
share the love of Christ. "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
Kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these." (Matthew 19:14). Since 1993, more than 198 
million children in more than 170 countries and territories have received an Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox. The project delivers not only the joy of what, for many kids, is their first gift 
ever, but also gives them a tangible expression of God’s love.

Our whole church is encouraged to participate in this annual ministry, usually in the  
month of October. Families are encouraged to fill shoeboxes for children of different ages  
with a variety of toiletries, gifts, school 
supplies, and toys. Many years, we will come 
together to fellowship and pack the boxes as a 
way of blessing the children and families who 
will receive the boxes.

Individuals can also help set up displays and 
distribution centers throughout the church and 
other areas for accessibility.

More information will be shared soon about 
the Shoebox efforts for this fall. Stay tuned!  


Mexico: More than 12.5 million children in Mexico have received a shoebox gift as a tangible expression of God’s love.

From Pastor Chris:

The first year I went to the Dominican Republic, it was because 
I was looking forward to a great mission trip and partnership 
with STCH. After that first year the people of the Dominican and 
the church became family! Each year my goal is to take a group 
to pour into the lives of those in the church and around the 
Dominican area and allow our people to serve and be blessed. 
It is such a great trip because each year we have people go who 
say, "We came to serve others, but the people of the Dominican 
have blessed us and served us too!" It is truly a blessing and a 
great trip for families to take because we can really do so many 
different types of ministry while we are there.  



Hammer Slammers Team
Light Construction & Handy Jobs

This team focuses on meeting the needs of church members and individuals 
and ministries outside our church through light construction projects - giving 
individuals in our church with construction skills the opportunity to put those 
skills to use in serving others. Activities include hurricane preparedness, 
access ramps, framing and drywall as well as other light construction.

This ministry serves church members as well as others in our area.  We also 
have done projects for area ministries as well. Volunteers should be have 
some construction experience or want to learn and are physically able to do 
construction. Most projects have been one day, Saturday projects although a 
few have stretched into multiple Saturdays. The team works as needs arise.  

Koinonia Homes Incorporated
Senior Adult Housing

The purpose of this mission is to provide reasonable 
housing for senior adults. This team strives to create a 
safe, secure resident with a Christian atmosphere for the 
residents of Koinonia.

The Board of Directors is made up of members of FBC 
who meet once a month.  

COASTAL BEND 
MISSIONS
We have nine different local missions teams at  
First Corpus, including:
• Koinonia Homes Incorporated (Board of Directors)
• Menger Elementary School Support Team
• Homebound Team
• Hammer Slammers Team
• Sewing Ministry
• First Baptist Food Pantry
• Body of Christ Street Ministry
• Missions Here & Now
• Campus Meals Team

Corpus Christi, Texas, skyline at dusk

Menger Elementary School
Encouragement & Support

The purpose of this mission is to support our closest 
elementary school. Volunteers have read to students, 
collected needed items for them in August, and provided 
prizes for students for achievement. Our church feeds 
the staff before Christmas break and for Teachers 
Appreciation Week in May.  

Homebound Team
Connecting Members Who Can't Attend

The Homebound missions team got started when members Glenda Bailey, 
and Janet Henderson began to miss so many who had once been active in 
our church. It became their desire to let them know that the church had not 
forgotten them and to help them stay connected, even if they could no longer 
physically attend and fellowship. 

The team visits members in their homes or in the facilities where they live to 
keep in touch with them and take them messages from the church (Shoreliner, 
Senior letters, bulletins). They try to remember each birthday with balloons, 
cards. They try to make two visits a month to each member.

It is a year-round ministry and immensely fun to see old friends and make new 
ones. If our church family has someone they want visited or contacted, this 
team can do that. If you'd like to recommend someone to be visited or would 
like to volunteer, please contact the office to get in touch with the team.  

Sewing Ministry
This team focuses on meeting physical needs in our community. Some 
activities include Annual Christmas Stockings for Camargo Orphanage, making 
Angel gowns for Hunter’s Hope of Midland Texas, blankets for local CPS, and 
blankets for local Pregnancy Center. 

This ministry primarily supports orphans, single moms, and pregnant 
women. Anyone who sews is welcome to join! They meet on Thursdays from 
10am-12pm in the Rec Center.  



The First Baptist Food Pantry seeks to 
share Christ’s love with the needy of our 
community by providing emergency 
food resources, extending a blessing 
in Jesus’s name, offering prayer when 
requested, distributing Bibles and 
tracts, and assisting visitors in finding 
additional means of assistance.

Volunteers have opportunities to serve 
on Monday mornings or Friday mornings, 
or both. On Mondays, we unload and 
shelve grocery stock received from the 
Coastal Bend Food Bank, with whom we 
partner, and pack groceries into boxes 
to be distributed on the following Friday. 
The Monday work usually is completed 
between 8:15-10:30am. 

On Fridays, the packed boxes are 
distributed to pantry visitors from 
9-11am. Volunteers work from about 
8:30-11:30am interviewing visitors and 
completing records, loading food boxes 
into visitors’ vehicles, packing additional 
boxes as needed, and other tasks.

The pantry operates during most of the 
weeks of the year.

Volunteers who have contact with visitors 
must complete annual training.

Some volunteers will need to be able 
to carry boxes of food weighing 25-40 
pounds; other positions require minimal 
or no heavy lifting.

Anyone interested in serving with the 
pantry is welcome to visit and observe 
our work on Monday or Friday mornings 
in room 151. 

Contact Mary Jo or Ed Cooke for 
more information: (361) 549-7036 or 
edwincooke@grandecom.net.  

Food Pantry
At First Corpus

Missions Here & Now 2022-23 Schedule

Body of Christ  
Street Ministry
Our team's purpose is to produce 
and deliver basic sustenance to the 
homeless population in Corpus Christi. 
Along with providing for material needs, 
we share the Good News of hope and 
salvation found in Jesus Christ. 

We meet and make meals every week. 
We load the meals, clothing, blankets and 
other needed items on the food truck. 
We greet and pray with our homeless 
brothers and sisters and often help those 
in need find a path to Christ.

We make at least two stops in the north 
Staples Street area near City Hall. We 
serve men and women and sometimes 
families with children. .

We rely on volunteers to make sandwiches 
and bag meals. Our budget covers food 
and operation of the  food truck. HEB 
generously provides the bread.

Missions Here & Now
Explore & Support Local Missions Ministries

The purpose of Missions Here & Now is sharing Christ love in 
our community through our actions. This is a great opportunity 
to get to know and serve a variety of different community 
organizations here in the Coastal Bend.

The emphasis for 2022-2023 is “Hope in Christ,” and the  Bible 
verse for missions this season is Romans 12:12, “Be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." As our emphasis 

is Hope in Christ, our mission is to reach out in the community and be the feet of Jesus. So 
each month, we will have a speaker come and share about their program; and the next month 
we, as a missions group, will volunteer at that program.

We hope you will make plans to attend our luncheons and service opportunities this year. The 
luncheon requires a reservation be made by noon the day before. Reservations can be made 
through the church office . The cost is $8.00, and everyone is invited (even students, working 
people, and men)!  

We welcome all Christians to join us every 
Thursday evening at 5:30pm to make meals. We 
usually begin loading the truck around 6:30pm 
and head out at 7pm.

Our mission goes out all year every Thursday. 
We particularly need lightly used or new men’s 
clothing, shoes, backpacks, socks and small 
water containers. In the winter, there is a great 
need for jackets and coats. 

Donations can be dropped off in the clothing 
container opposite the elevators at FBC. To get 
involved, contact Jeff Chilcoat at (361) 944-8952.  


Speakers (Rm 151 @ 11:30am)

Sept. 13 - Bea Hanson, 
Coastal Bend Food Bank

Nov. 8 - Pastor Ryan 
Pflughaupt,  The Station 
Church

Jan. 10 - Claudia Solis, The 
Ronald McDonald House 

Mar. 7 - Tony Celelli, 
Director of Stark College

Serving Opportunities
Oct. 10 - Volunteer @ First 

Baptist Food Pantry

Oct. 11 - Volunteer @ 
Coastal Bend Food Bank

Dec. 21 - Serve dinner  
@ The Station Church 

Feb. 14 - Serve lunch @ The 
Ronald McDonald House 

Apr. 11 - Serve lunch  
@ Stark College

Campus Meals
Led by Missions Here & Now

This team visits our local college 
campuses at Del Mar College, 
Texas A&M Corpus Christi, and 
Stark College & Seminary once 
per semester.

Volunteers transport and serve 
the food, interact with students, 
clean up, and return supplies. 

It's about a 4 hour commitment 
each time we serve. We will serve 
each location once in the fall and 
once in the spring.  



Interested in Parents' Night Out? Sign up in your Sunday morning 
Bible Study class or contact the church office.   
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WEEKLY EVENTS
• Déjà Vu Crew: Come join the rowdy group playing  

Mexican Train at the Rec Center!

• Preschool Play Day: Meet new friends on the inflatables  
in the Rec Center.

• Street Ministry: If you'd like to participate, contact Jeff 
Chilcoat at 361-944-8952.

• Flower Ministry: Help to break down the worship center 
flowers and deliver to our members who are unable to 
attend services. To participate, contact Glenda Bailey at 
361-986-9793.

• Food Pantry: We are a distribution site for the Coastal Bend 
Food Bank. Help us serve our community. To participate, 
contact Ed Cooke at 361-991-8253.

• Choir & Music Rehearsal: We are starting to learn our 
Christmas music, so this is the perfect time see if music is a 
fit for you. All are welcome to attend our weekly rehearsals!

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI

AUG-28 29 30 31 SEP-1 2

5:30pm Fellowship Meal (Elmore Hall) 
Menu: Southwest Chicken Salad

6:15pm Sunday Night Discipleship (SND) Wk 3 
Students (G6-12): Laser Tag

8:30-11am  
Flower 
Ministry

6-8pm Ladies 
Bunco Night 
(Rec Center)

9:30-11:30am Preschool 
Play Day (Rec Center)

6pm   Adult Bible Study
Leadership Training

6:45pm Choir Rehearsal 
(Choir Rm)

9:30am  
Déjà vu Crew 
(Rec Center)

7pm Street Ministry

9-11am  
Food Pantry

4 5 6 7 8 9

6pm Family Movie Night (Rec Center)
Menu: Burgers, hot dogs, and chicken 
fingers will be available from The Way Inn. 
Popcorn and drinks will be provided.

Church Offices 
Closed  
(Labor Day)

9:30-11:30am Preschool 
Play Day (Rec Center)

6:45pm Choir Rehearsal 
(Choir Rm)

9:30am  
Déjà vu Crew 
(Rec Center)

7pm Street Ministry

9-11am  
Food Pantry

11 12 13 14 15 16

5:30pm Fellowship Meal (Elmore Hall) 
Menu: Asian Chicken Salad

6:15pm Sunday Night Discipleship (SND) Wk 4 
Students (G6-12): Water Balloon Fight

8:30-11am  
Flower 
Ministry

11:30a   Missions 
Here & Now 
Lunch/Speaker 
(Rm 151)

9:30-11:30am Preschool 
Play Day (Rec Center)

6:45pm Choir Rehearsal 
(Choir Rm)

9:30am  
Déjà vu Crew 
(Rec Center)

7pm Street Ministry

9-11am  
Food Pantry 

6-9:30pm 
Parents' Night Out

18 19 20 21 22 23

5:30pm Fellowship Meal (Elmore Hall) 
Menu: Chicken Fried Steak Sandwich 
5:45pm  Church Conference (Elmore Hall)

6:15pm Sunday Night Discipleship (SND) Wk 5 
Students (G6-12): Build Your Cheeseburger

8:30-11am  
Flower 
Ministry

9:30-11:30am Preschool 
Play Day (Rec Center)

5:30-7pm 
Monthly Missions Night
6:45pm Choir Rehearsal 

(Choir Rm)

9:30am  
Déjà vu Crew 
(Rec Center)

7pm Street Ministry

9-11am  
Food Pantry

25 26 27 28 29 30

5:30pm Fellowship Meal (Elmore Hall) 
Menu: Chicken Fajita Bowl

6:15pm Sunday Night Discipleship (SND) Wk 6 
Students (G6-12): Bob Ross Night

8:30-11am  
Flower 
Ministry

9:30-11:30am Preschool 
Play Day (Rec Center)

6:45pm Choir Rehearsal 
(Choir Rm)

9:30am  
Déjà vu Crew 
(Rec Center)

7pm Street Ministry

9-11am  
Food Pantry

SEPT 
2022

SCAN TO ACCESS FULL 
MEAL MENUS AND 

OTHER SHORTCUTS 

Monthly Missions Night
Each month this fall, we will offer a midweek 
event designed to allow our church family to bless 
different parts of our community. Activities will 
vary and focus on encouraging and supporting our 
neighbors. Dinner will be available.  
Donations appreciated.   

indicates 
important 

event.


