
New Members & Baptisms

• Kari Pack - baptism

• Audrey McComb- new member  
and baptism

Read about our December Christmas events and services, and get a 
Sneak Peek at our January Sunday Night Discipleship studies.2-3

Page

• 11/27 1st Sunday of Advent

• 12/2 Josh Wilson  
Christmas Concert

• 12/3-4 Live Nativity

• 12/10 Breakfast With Santa

• 12/11 Single Service 
9:30 Bible Study 
10:45 Christmas Worship 

• 12/21 Tamalada & Caroling

• 12/22 Senior Adult Tamalada

• 12/24 Christmas Eve Service

• 12/25 Single Service @ 10:45

• 1/1 Breakfast @ 9:30 
Worship @ 10:45

• 1/8 Spring Kickoff (Concert 
& Church Conference)

Important Dates:

Emmanuel, God with us! What a life altering 
realization! Aren’t you glad God is with us? 

The focus of our Advent season this year is 
the presence of Jesus. That presence is real, 
and it brings peace and hope. His presence 
reminds us that we are loved. 

The Meaning of Advent
This time of year is the season we celebrate 
His coming. The definition of advent is 
“coming” or “arrival.” Advent is a reminder 
of the blessing of God’s presence in our lives 
and a celebration of His coming in the form of 
a human baby over 2,000 years ago. 

The promised Messiah came to earth and 
lived a human life, in a common country, 
among common people. But there was 
nothing common about Him. 

Fully God and fully human, he lived a sinless 
life of love and compassion, walking daily 
with His disciples.

The Promise Jesus Left
When His time on earth was drawing to a 
close, He gathered His followers and made 
them a promise. 

He said that He would soon be leaving 
but another would come after Him – the 
Comforter. His Spirit would not only come 
and be with His followers but would actually 
live within them.

This promise still holds true today! As 
believers in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, 
we have the Holy Spirit indwelling us. 

He is ALWAYS near! 

This Advent 
season, celebrate 
His coming and 
give praise for  
His staying near 
every day.

Merry Christmas! 
Dr. Brian Hill

FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK: Remembering and 
Celebrating God's Presence During Advent

Inside This Issue:

• Christmas Events & Schedule

• Sneak Peek at Spring Sunday 
Night Discipleship Classes

• New Members & Baptisms

• Worship Center Flowers & 
Celebrations

• November Highlights & Photos

• December 2022 Calendar
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This Christmas, join us as we celebrate the presence of God through out the month. Advent begins on Sunday, November 27th.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Christmas  
Events & 
Services

Christmas Services
This Advent season, Dr. Brian Hill explores 
the idea of "Emmanuel: God With Us" as he 
walks us through the wonder and meaning 
of having God's presence in our lives.

• November 27: Advent begins. 

• December 4: Regular Sunday morning 
service times (8:45 and 11:15am) with 
Bible Study at 10am (all ages).

• December 11: Bible study will start  
at 9:30am. Our Christmas Worship will 
be a single service at 10:45am.

• December 18: Regular Sunday morning 
service times (8:45 and 11:15am) 
with Bible Study at 10am (all ages). 

• December 24: Our family Christmas 
Eve service will be at 5pm.*

• December 25: We will meet for a single 
worship service on Christmas Day at 
10:45am. There will be no Bible Study.*

• January 1: Breakfast will be provided 
at 9:30am, followed by a single worship 
service at 10:45am.

We hope you will take some time to 
celebrate together the unique opportunity 
of Christmas Day falling on Sunday.

*Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services 
are family services. We encourage and 
welcome children of all ages to celebrate 
Christmas together with our church family. 
Childcare/nursery will not be available. 

Sat. Dec 10
8:30-11am
Rec Center
COST: $4 Adults 13+  
$3 Children 3-12

Admission is purchased at 
the door. Cash and credit card 

accepted.

Wednesday, Dec. 21 
5:30pm - Elmore Hall

Thursday, Dec. 22 
11:30am - Recreation Center

Visit  firstcorpus.org/christmas   for more details



Dive into the Word on Sunday nights for a fresh faith perspective.
Are you ready to go deeper in your faith? Are you looking 
for ways to connect with other believers of different 
generations and life seasons? Sunday Night Discipleship  
(SND) is designed to allow families to dig deeper into 
knowing Jesus and each other.

Take a "sneak peek" at our Spring SND classes and 
find your fit. Mark your calendars for our Spring 
Semester Kickoff on Sunday, January 8th. We'll 

enjoy a meal together, have a Church Conference, and 
then enjoy the award-winning group The Nelons present 
their Peace At Last Tour in our FBC Worship Center!

A concert with The 
Nelons leaves you 
encouraged by the 
message of hope 
shared from their 
hearts, warmed by 
the love of family 
you feel from the 
stage, and inspired 
by the beauty, purity, and majesty of each lyric they sing.

The Nelons, along with their band members, combine the 
best of a variety of beloved genres, in a way that unifies 
every audience, bridging the generational gap of the young 
and old. Simply put, this is just great music!  

SNEAK PEEK 
AT OUR SPRING 
SUNDAY NIGHT 
DISCIPLESHIP

Pastors' Study: Digging Deeper
led by Pastor Brian Hill

Want to dive deeper into the story, the translation, and the cultural 
significance of the scripture passage you hear in Sunday morning worship? 
This study by Brian Hill provides more context and more details on the 
morning message and provides a place for believers to connect with one 
another and the Word on a deeper level. (Entire Semester - Join Anytime)

ADULTS  |  NEW BELIEVERS  |  CURRENT BELIEVERS 

Duo of Women's Bible Studies
led by Laura Tosto

Encountering God  
by Kelly Minter (Weeks 1-7)

In this 7-session 
Bible study we will 
unpack the biblical 
foundation for these 
sacred habits along 
with approachable 
ways to practice 
disciplines l ike 

prayer, study, worship, rest, simplicity, 
generosity, celebration, and many more. 
Instead of being just one more thing on 
your to-do list, you’ll find that these habits 
of faith can actually create more margin 
in your life—providing peace and rest as 
you walk closer with Jesus.

Jesus & Women
by Kristi McLelland (Weeks 8-14)

Join biblical 
culturalist Kristi 
McLelland on 
those dusty 
roads as she 
transports you 
back to Jesus' 
world, stepping 

into the footsteps of the women who 
came face to face with the living 
God. Over 7 sessions, examine the 
historical and cultural climate of first-
century Middle Eastern society to not 
only understand Jesus more deeply 
but to fuel your worship of Him today.

WOMEN  |  NEW BELIEVERS  |  CURRENT BELIEVERS   

Experiencing God
led by Pastor Stephen Heslip

Over the years, God has used the 
truths of Experiencing God to awaken 
believers to a radically God-centered 
way of life. As a result, millions have 
come to know God intimately, to 
recognize His voice, and to understand 
His will for their lives.

Experiencing God is based on seven Scriptural realities 
that teach us how to develop a true relationship with the 
Creator. This new special edition is revised, updated, 
and ready to lead you again—or for the very first time—
into a deeper relationship with God. (Entire Semester)

ADULTS  |  CURRENT BELIEVERS  |  INTENSIVE STUDY

Crazy Cool Family: Basecamp
led by Pastor Chris Skoglund

We will be continuing our work through the Crazy Cool Family: 
Basecamp materials. Come join us - all are welcome! 

Get ready to rethink + redo how you do family with...BASECAMP

The tried-and-tested online resource for parents who crave connection with 
their kids + want to build a family who loves Jesus (& each other) without 
yelling, controlling, or sending anyone to a time-out! (Entire Semester)

DADS  |  MOMS  |  SINGLE/DIVORCED PARENTS  |  GRANDPARENTS  |  SOON-TO-BE PARENTS

2023 SPRING STUDIES



To give flowers in love, memory or appreciation of someone,  
contact the church office, 361-888-8228.

Spring 2023  
Women's Events
• March 3-4: Women's Retreat
• April 29: Ladies Spring Tea

December Flowers 
Poinsettias given in honor of, and gifted to, homebound and widowed members of  
First Baptist Church from the Deacon body. 

Next book club 
meeting to discuss 
The Boys from Biloxi 
will be Sunday,  
Jan. 8th at 5:30pm in 
the Media Library  
(second floor, room 231)

Dec/January Book Club
The Boys from Biloxi by John Grisham

John Grisham returns to Mississippi with 
the riveting story of two sons of immigrant 
families who grow up as friends, but ultimately 
find themselves on opposite sides of the law. 
Grisham’s trademark twists and turns will keep 
you tearing through the pages until the stunning 
conclusion. Life itself hangs in the balance in The 
Boys from Biloxi, a sweeping saga rich with history 
and a large cast of unforgettable characters.  

NOAH'S ARK PARTY - OCT 31
Thank you for all your support of this year's Noah's 
Ark Party on October 31! It was a memorable night 
with carnival games, bouncy houses, hayrides, 
pony rides, a petting zoo, and some delicious food! 

We estimate that 350 people enjoyed the evening 
that our nearly 100 volunteers helped make 
happen. Your support of these community events 
makes a difference to each of those families.  

New Website & App
Recently, we quietly launched a new 
church website and app. Both platforms 
will help us to provide an improved live 
stream experience and way to connect. 

We encourage you to download the new 
mobile and TV apps, visit the website, 
and provide feedback on anything you find 
broken or confusing. All feedback can be 
emailed to info@firstcorpus.org. Thank 
you for your patience during this time! 

Worship Center Flowers

FOOD PANTRY THANKSGIVING BOXES
THANK YOU, Church Family, for your generous response to the 
requests from our Food Pantry during the Thanksgiving holiday. 
We provided 168 Thanksgiving Boxes to family in our community. 
This was only possible through your donations and time serving. 

More than two dozen church members helped pack boxes on 
Wednesday, Nov 16th. It was a joy to see the children participate 
in serving others! Thank you to Ginger Andrews for providing a 
meal that evening for our volunteers!  

The Women's Fall Banquet at 
Sugarbakers was a smashing success. 
We want to thank the Women's 
Committee for their efforts in putting  
this event together.

More than 80 women came together 
for an evening of fellowship and 
encouragement at Sugarbakers on 
Thursday, November 10th. Our theme, 
"Look Up, Child," reminds us to slow 
down and take a breath during this busy 
holiday season. The evening included a 
three-course dinner and speaker.

Our speaker was Lorraine Turner, 
Regional Director for the Victoria area for 
STCH Ministries. Lorraine enjoys helping 
and teaching new counselors learn how 
to become effective counselors in their 
own areas of interest.

One member reflected on the evening, 
"Lorraine inspired me to be more 
intentional in different areas of my life 
and when I left, my heart was full!"

Mark your calendar for the next Women's 
Ministry events so you can be part of 
these faith-deepening experiences.  

What you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in 
me — practice these things, and 
the God of peace will be with you.

- Philippians 4:9

"



Our 2022 Christmas Craft Fair Supported  
Coastal Bend Businesses & Crafters
A hearty "thank you" to our Sewing Ministry and Diane Pinson 
in the Recreation Center for all their efforts to put on this year's 
Christmas Craft Fair on Saturday, November 5th. 

This year, we hosted more than 30 vendors with a steady 
flow of foot traffic from the community seeking out unique 
holiday gifts.  

MOMENTS OF FELLOWSHIP  
& FAITH DURING OUR  
ANNUAL AGAPE MEAL
Thank you to everyone who added their special touch to our Agape Meal 
through preparing dishes, set up and decorating, and sharing your hearts 
with one another. The turn out was inspiring - more than 260 people filled our 
recreation center and showed love to one another. 

We are deeply grateful to Joe & Mary McComb for sharing their testimony 
of God's presence in their lives and family during the aftermath of the 2015 
Memorial Day floods in Wimberly, Texas. Your words touched our hearts.  

IT'S ALL 
ABOUT THE 
MOMENTS.

Women enjoying the Fall Banquet, including speaker, Lorraine Turner (second from left) 
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MORE PHOTOS FROM NOVEMBER HIGHLIGHTS





Interested in Parents' Night Out? Sign up in your Sunday 
morning Bible Study class or contact the church office.   
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Cookies for Station Church
On Tuesday Dec. 13th, church members are invited 
to bring cookies to the conference room in the 
Way-Inn (Rec Center) to be put in “goodie bags.” 
These cookies will be taken to The Station Church 
on Wednesday evening. The Missions Here & Now 
team will be serving dinner to the Station Church 
congregation that night - something they do twice a 
week. There are usually about 150 who attend this 
church located in downtown Corpus Christi. 

We invite anyone interested to bring cookies and 
make goodie bags on Tuesday and then serve with 
us on Wednesday. We would 
like to have at least 3 cookies 
in each bag, along with other 
items, so that means we 
need some 300 cookies. 

Cookies can be bought or 
homemade!

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

NOV-27 28 29 30 1 2 3

1st Sunday of Advent

8:30-11am  
Flower 
Ministry

9:30-11:30am Preschool 
Play Day (Rec Center)

6:45pm Choir Rehearsal 
(Choir Rm)

9:30am  
Déjà vu Crew 
(Rec Center)

7pm Street Ministry

9-11am  
Food Pantry

7pm  Josh Wilson 
Christmas 
Concert

6-8pm   
Live Nativity 
(Front Lawn)

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

6-8pm   
Live Nativity (Front Lawn)

8:30-11am  
Flower 
Ministry

9:30-11:30am Preschool 
Play Day (Rec Center)

6pm Choir Rehearsal 
(Choir Rm)

9:30am  
Déjà vu Crew 
(Rec Center)

7pm Street Ministry

9-11am  
Food Pantry

8:30-11am   
Breakfast 
With Santa 
(Rec Center)

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

9:30am - Bible Study

10:45am - Christmas Worship  
(single service)

8:30-11am  
Flower 
Ministry

Cookie Drop 
Off at The 
Way Inn 
(Missions 
Here & Now)

9:30-11:30am Preschool 
Play Day (Rec Center)

6:45pm Choir Rehearsal 
(Choir Rm)

9:30am  
Déjà vu Crew 
(Rec Center)

7pm Street Ministry

9-11am  
Food Pantry

6-9:30pm Parent's  
Night Out

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Casa Hogar Christmas Gifts DUE

Regular Sunday Service Times: 
Blended Worship @ 8:45am 
Bible Study @ 10am 
Modern Worship @ 11:15am

5:30-8pm - ONE Christmas Night  
(Students G6-12)

8:30-11am  
Flower 
Ministry

9:30-11:30am Preschool 
Play Day (Rec Center)

5:30pm Church 
Tamalada & Caroling 
(Elmore Hall)

7pm Choir Rehearsal 
(Choir Rm)

9:30am  
Déjà vu Crew 
(Rec Center)

11:30am Senior 
Adult Tamalada 
(Rec Center)

7pm Street Ministry

9-11am  
Food Pantry

Rec Center Closes 2pm

5pm 
Candlelight 
Christmas 
Eve Worship 
(family service; 

no nursery)

Rec Center Closed

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

No Bible Study

10:45am - Christmas Day Service  
(family service; no nursery)

Rec Center Closed

Church Offices closed

Rec Center Closed

9:30-11:30am Preschool 
Play Day (Rec Center)

9:30am  
Déjà vu Crew 
(Rec Center)

7pm Street Ministry

9-11am  
Food Pantry

Rec Center Closes 2pm

Rec Center Closed

DEC 
2022

SCAN TO ACCESS FULL 
MEAL MENUS AND 

OTHER SHORTCUTS 

Casa Hogar De Niños
Annual Christmas Gift Drive
Beginning Sunday, Dec. 4th, visit the table in the lobby to sponsor 
a child's Christmas this year. Your generosity makes a Kingdom 
impact on these young lives. All gifts MUST be returned by 
Sunday, Dec. 18th so they can be hand delivered.

If you're unable to financially purchase gifts for these children, 
we ask that you pray over them, the Casa Hogar ministry, and 
the leaders who dedicate their lives to helping these children in 
Northern Mexico. Thank you!  

indicates 
important 

event.


