
 
Christians Should NEVER Judge 

 

“Don’t judge me!” has become such a common phrase in our culture that it appears to roll off of some 
people’s lips as quickly and easily as “Hello, how are you?” For many people, this phrase has become 
nearly synonymous with, “It’s none of your business – back off!” And while there is some beauty to the 
ramifications of living in one of the most free (if not the most free) countries in the entire world, the 
phrase, “Don’t judge me!” might take things a bit too far at times.  

Consider the following: 

-As Christians, we answer to God and are individually AND corporately responsible to follow His 
commands when we choose to put our faith in Him.  

-As Christians, we are called to hold one another accountable.  

-As Christians, we are called to administer justice, which by nature requires us to determine right vs. 
wrong.  

-As Christians, God expects us to extend mercy to one another. Mercy is impossible without 
wrongdoing, which suggests a person must judge right from wrong.  

-As Christians, we are commanded to abstain from certain types of behavior because they are, by nature, 
contrary to God’s will. In order to abstain from unrighteous behavior we are required to judge right vs. 
wrong.  

There are more examples that could be given here, but the point is that to live in a Godly manner, we 
MUST pass judgement – particularly between right and wrong behavior, actions, etc. Yet, many people 
point to places like Matthew 7:1-5 to suggest that any form of judgment is sinful and should be rebuked. 
It’s important; however, to read Scripture in context to ensure that we are appropriately and accurately 
interpreting and applying it. In the case of Matthew 7, Jesus was condemning hypocritical judgment – 
not all forms of judgment.  

Similarly, we are called NOT to judge someone’s eternal standing with God. We are called not to get 
revenge (a form of judgment) on others. We are called to love our enemies (not judge them). The list 
goes on. So, should Christians judge? The answer depends on what is being judged and how the 
judgment is being expressed… 

Discussion Questions:  

1. Read Matthew 7:1-5 and discuss the content and application of Jesus’ message. How should we 
think about what Jesus is saying related to our actions and behavior? 

2. Consider all the commands to administer justice in the Bible. Is it possible to administer justice 
without passing judgment? Defend your position. If we must judge to administer justice, what type 
of judgment is this? 

3. What tools or techniques might Christians use to judge right vs. wrong according to Scripture 
without making others feel condemned or hated? 

4. What does judgment (right vs. wrong) look like within the Body of Christ? How might righteous 
judgment in the form of accountability between fellow Christians play out? 


