
 
The Church Only Wants My Money 

 

The connection between the church and money is familiar – both to people who have spent years in the 
church AND to many who have never stepped foot into a church building. Unfortunately, one common 
perception is that the church is overly focused on money…so much so that people can feel pressured 
into giving. The result, for some, has been a lingering frustration with how often the church is seeking 
additional financial resources.  

It's important that we consider the connection between the church and finances from multiple 
perspectives… 

THEOLOGICAL: Depending on how you look at it, somewhere between 11-16 of Jesus’ parables 
mention finances or possessions. Some pastors and scholars suggest Jesus spoke about money more than 
anything else. Money and possessions are mentioned more than 2,000 times in Scripture. The Bible is 
extremely clear that God expects His followers to be both sacrificial and generous. And there is certainly 
an intimate connection between our hearts and our views on finances and possessions.  

PRACTICAL: The church, like any other kind of organization, requires financial investments in order 
to exist. The church has paid staff, rental/mortgage expenses, ministry and outreach expenses, 
operational and overhead expenses – the list goes on. As a nonprofit organization, the church doesn’t 
exist as we have come to know it without the financial generosity of people who consider themselves as 
part of the church.  

OUR HEARTS, MINDS, AND SOULS: Very few people would argue that there is an intimate 
connection between our emotional, mental, and spiritual health, and how we think about finances. In 
other words, the way we think about, invest, spend, and save our financial resources has a significant 
impact on various aspects of our lives.  

Each one of us interacts with finances and possessions on some level or another. Each one of us already 
has a perspective on finances and possessions…and yet, many of us probably need to re-evaluate what 
we already believe. The primary reason for this is that we are called to align the way we think with the 
way God has designed us.  

And God’s design is that HE owns it all. He is the giver and sustainer of all things – even life itself. 
Thus, when it comes to finances and possessions we are called to be stewards. When we understand 
what this means, it will change the way we think about finances.  

Discussion Questions:  

1. Re-read Matthew 19:16-30. What immediate observations do you have? 
2. What’s the difference between an owner and steward? If we are called to steward our finances and 

possessions, what does that look like practically? How does it change how we think about money? 
3. What are the greatest hurdles you experience related to sacrificial giving (not only related to the 

church)? How might we overcome some of those hurdles? 
4. Discuss the connections between trust/faith, fear/anxiety, and financial stewardship and generosity. 

In other words, how might we look at financial generosity from the perspective of spiritual growth 
rather than practical deficit?  

5. Share any practical lessons you’ve learned related to living in the tension between what the world 
calls “wisdom” regarding financial responsibility and the sacrifice/surrender that God calls us to.  


