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April 2026 The Well Mission Statement
Our Mission and Purpose is to 

help women grow deeper in their 

faith, deeper in their relationships 

- both with God and the people 

in their lives - and deeper into 

their God-given purpose.  



Have you heard of “decision fatigue”?  You’ve likely felt it, but did you know it had a name? According 
to one study, adults make about 35,000 decisions every day.  From the small things – what’s for 
dinner, what route to take to work, what to listen to on the drive, what to watch on TV – to the big ones 
- where to live, who to marry, what house to buy, what job to take, whether or not to have kids – all of 
our decisions come with consequences. Take the wrong route to work and get stuck in traffic.  Pick 
the wrong contractor for home repairs and the roof will still leak. You get the idea.   

I get so tired of making decisions. And as a life-long overthinker, I’ve spent way too much time 
“weighing the options” on too many things. But looking back, I wasn’t really weighing the options – I 
was paralyzed; scared to make the wrong choice. Our last study, Get out of Your Head, helped with 
the overthinking but I still find myself stuck sometimes, especially on the big decisions. That’s one of 
the reasons I’m so excited about our new study, He Speaks to Me, by Priscilla Shirer.  When there are 
BIG decisions to be made, especially when the choices affect other people, hearing from God is the 
only way to have any peace. This study is all about positioning yourself to hear from God. God wants 
to talk to YOU. He wants a close, personal relationship. We’re going to look at how God spoke to 
Moses, Joshua, Samuel, Jesus’ disciples, and so many other people in Scripture. When you focus on 
Him and your relationship with Him, making decisions comes with His peace. No more waking up at 
3:00am wondering if you made the right choice.  

I hope you’ll join The Well for this amazing study on Monday evenings, beginning April 6th.  We have 
books available in the church lobby for $15.  The book includes video access so if you miss a 
meeting, you can still watch the video. Learning to hear from God can change the course of your life 
and give you a purpose like never before. 

Catherine



Priscilla Shirer's classic Bible study is now updated with a new 

design, an updated introductory 20th anniversary video 

message from Priscilla, and video access included in every Bible 

study book!

In this 7-session study, you’ll learn through the biblical 

examples of Samuel, Moses, Joshua, Jesus’s disciples, and many 

others how to position yourself to hear the voice of God and 

respond to it. Priscilla will explore six characteristics that help 

you tune your heart to hear God’s voice: relationship, holiness, 

attentiveness, single-minded worship, hunger, and a servant’s 

spirit.

God desires to speak to you through His Word and His Holy 

Spirit. By learning to listen to God's voice and committing 

to obey Him, you will draw closer to God with a deeper desire to 

serve Him faithfully.

Benefits:

• Be encouraged to dig deeper into the presence of God, listen 

for His voice, and experience the depths of His Spirit.

• Learn to place yourself in a position to hear the voice of 

God.

• Understand the pitfalls that often keep you from hearing from 

the Lord.

We are excited to start this amazing study on 

Monday, April 6th at 6:30pm. 

Books will be available 

in the lobby at The Well table for $15. 

The church is covering part of the cost 

so be sure to buy your book here and not online!  



Why the Resurrection Changes Everything
            by Mike Hood, Premier Christianity

Imagine you are working on something you care about deeply, writing it out on paper by hand. You’re an author, maybe, 

and it’s the novel you’ve always dreamt of writing. At the end of the day, a man comes in, takes every sheet of paper and 

throws them onto the fire.

As you watch the pages smolder and shrivel up into ashes, he sends you home for the night, and you realize you cannot 

even remember what you have written. So, you come back the next day and start again. You pour your heart and soul 

into what you are doing. And at the end of the day, he comes in again, burns it all to ashes and sends you home. There’s 

nothing you can do to hang on to any of it; not even to the smallest scrap of memory.

Imagine the frustration. The futility. The fury. You beg for more time. He says: “OK, you can have a week.”

So, you get up, come into work and you write and you write. By the end of the seventh day, you’ve written so much more 

than you ever have before. It’s stronger, deeper, more beautiful. You love what you’ve done. But then the man walks 

back in, takes the sheets and burns them, just as before.

As your head hits the pillow that night, you’re more frustrated than ever, because more has been wasted. It was so good; 

so full of meaning; and now it’s as if it never was. It’s just dust, as dead and silent as all the other dust.

Now imagine that the next morning, there’s a surprise. The man greets you at the door and says he has an offer: You 

may have a lifetime. A lifetime to write. Then he will come and burn it all, like always, and you will go home to forget and 

die.

He stands there, holding out the pen. What do you do?

You know that the pain will be even greater. So much of yourself will have been poured into this work – so much beauty, 

so much worth – and yet it will still be ashes in the end. Like writing with a sparkler in the night.

You reach out and take the pen from his hand. You walk, slow as a dirge, to the desk and pull the first blank sheet in front 

of you. Because what choice do you have? The story might be beautiful while it lasts. You will just have to try to forget 

how it ends.



If death is the end, the above is the story of our lives. Everything we’ve ever done – and everything we are – will shrivel up 

into nothingness like paper on the fire.

But death isn’t the end because Jesus is alive. That’s not a myth, a metaphor or a flight of wishful thinking: Easter really 

happened. Time after time I’ve seen a simple presentation of the historical facts move people from saying: “I wish I could 

have your faith,” to: “I think this might be real.” In fact, the evidence is so compelling that many sceptics who’ve set out to 

discredit it have changed their minds and written books about why it must be true!

To believe the Easter story doesn’t require blind faith, it just demands that we open our eyes to the truth. It’s not a leap in 

the dark; it’s stepping out into the light and placing our feet on solid ground.

And in the light of the resurrection, everything looks different.

A couple of years ago, I attended the most moving funeral I’ve ever been to. Marcel was a friend of my wife’s. For all the 

years we’d known him, Marcel was a walking, talking explosion of joy. He had become a Christian when he was 18, and it 

totally transformed him; he was one of the warmest people I’d ever met, with a booming laugh that was wonderfully 

infectious. He was an actor and, at his funeral, we heard stories about how he drew an entire cast into animated 

discussions about God just before curtain-up at the National Theatre. We watched clips of him dancing exuberantly 

dressed as a caterpillar, for reasons I still don’t fully understand.

Marcel died of an unusual heart condition in his 30s, leaving behind a wife and two young children. They were lost without 

him. It was unbearably sad. No one dared offer hollow words of comfort or tried to make sense of what had happened. But 

there was a moment in the service I will never forget, when they showed a video that Marcel had recorded with a Christian 

theatre company. He was portraying John, retelling the moment when he met the risen Christ. As Marcel spoke out John’s 

description of Jesus – alive, real and right there with him in the room – it was obvious that the tears of joy and love welling 

up in the corners of his eyes weren’t just a performance. At one point he looked into the camera and repeated Jesus’ 

words: “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die” (John 11:25).

You could see on Marcel’s face that he really believed it. It was like he was preaching at his own funeral.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011:25&version=NIV&src=tools
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011:25&version=NIV&src=tools
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011:25&version=NIV&src=tools
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As I watched, it hit me that Marcel’s story was not over. If Jesus was alive, then Marcel was too. It came home to me that 

Marcel still loved his wife and his kids, he still loved Jesus, and he was enjoying being alive with Him at that very moment. 

All around the room, among the tears of grief and confusion, there were also tears of poignant, certain joy. Tears of hope. 

Because if Jesus is alive, it changes everything.

At the end of his great chapter insisting that Jesus bodily rose from the dead (1 Corinthians 15), Paul breaks out in a shout 

of triumph – almost like a football fan taunting the defeated opposition: “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, 

is your sting?” (v55).

He explains that the “sting” of death is our sin and the condemnation it deserves, but because Jesus died and rose for us, 

we are free from all of that. Death had no victory over Jesus, so it has no victory over Marcel and it will have no victory 

over us. And then Paul draws his conclusion: “Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. 

Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain” (v58).

Paul encourages us to look death square in the face and stand firm. We don’t need to lose heart or give up hope. Jesus 

has smashed through death and come out the other side, and so nothing we do with or for Him will ever be wasted.

To get my head around what Paul means, I find it helpful to think about a metaphor he uses earlier in the chapter. He’s 

explaining how our resurrection bodies will be different (immortal and perfect) but still really us; and he compares that to 

the way a seed, when you bury it, grows into a plant. The plant is much greater and more glorious, but it really did come 

from the seed. Paul says Jesus’ resurrection body is the first fruit of a whole new creation; He is the first seed to burst into 

glorious life, guaranteeing that one day the rest of the harvest will follow.

So, when Paul says: “your labor in the Lord is not in vain”, his point is this: death doesn’t get to burn up the pages we’ve 

written with our lives. Jesus’ resurrection was the beginning of God’s new world – which will last forever – and we get to 

participate in that world right now. The things we do with Jesus and for Jesus are like seeds. All death can do is plant 

them.



There’s a path on my way to work that’s lined on either side with massive London plane trees. Walking beneath them makes 

you feel tiny in the best possible way, and when the summer sun shines through the leaves it’s utterly glorious. I love 

imagining the day, a century or so ago, when some ordinary gardener planted those tiny seeds. It wouldn’t have looked like 

much, taking those prickly brown lumps and burying them in the earth. But I like to imagine the gardener straightening up, 

wiping the sweat from his forehead and saying: “You know, one day, these trees will be 100 feet tall. They will be 

breathtaking.” And now they are.

Every time we show the kindness of God to someone in need, a seed is planted. Every time we pluck up the courage to 

mention our faith at work or extend an invitation to church, a seed is planted. Every minute of hard-fought faithfulness to 

Christ; every patient hour of caring for family or friends; every long year of holding on to hope in the face of illness, 

depression or anxiety – none of it will be wasted. Jesus sees it, values it and will bring something precious out of it – perhaps 

in us, perhaps in other people, perhaps in a way we can’t even imagine right now.

When Jesus raises us from the dead into a healed world and wipes every tear from our eyes (see Revelation 7:17; 21:4), we’ll 

see what He’s done with all the feeble, insignificant-looking seeds we’ve sown, and it will take our breath away.

I once asked my friend Joanna to write down the difference Jesus’ resurrection made to her everyday life. She said this: “I 

have always been very aware of my mortality and so often found most things pointless. Why should I ‘do good’ just for the 

sake of it, if other people aren’t going to do the same and none of it is going to matter when I die? Christianity was the only 

thing that told me I was inherently valuable and could have a deeper purpose beyond this life: the opportunity to join in the 

eternal work that God was already doing.”

The resurrection saturates our ordinary days with profound purpose. We’re not stuck trying to inject meaning into an absurd 

and accidental existence. We were created on purpose, and for a purpose. The creator Himself has turned up in the person 

of Jesus, died for us and risen from the dead. That means you matter to Him. He cares about us. He not only forgives us; He 

brings us into His family and calls us to get involved with the family business, playing our part in what He’s doing to bring 

healing, truth and hope to this weary world.

It might be hard. It might be costly. But it will not be in vain.
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Resources

Rocky River Church Bible Study
➢ We are studying the Book of Revelation!  
➢ Every Wednesday night in RRC’s Worship Center from 7:00-8:15pm 
➢ If you can’t make it on Wednesdays or you need to miss a night, you can access the audio playback at the link below.
➢ Pastor Jimmy does an incredible job of bringing Scripture to life by adding the context of history and culture to the 

study.
RRC Bible Study

The Brook – Wednesday Kids
➢ Wednesday night kids’ program for ages 4 years through 5th grade. Bring your child to The Brook and stay for Bible Study 

with Pastor Jimmy.  

Arise Women’s Ministry Website 
A non-denominational Christian women’s ministry not affiliated with a church focusing on inspiring women to study the Bible. 
Their website includes: 
➢ A Moms of Grace page
➢ Online Bible studies and resources
➢ Videos
➢ Devotionals
➢ A blog
➢ Merchandise 
➢ A Facebook page (search for Arise Women’s Ministry)  

 Arise Women's Ministry

Faith Gateway
➢ Spring into Savings sale - $10 off $45+ sitewide with code SPRING10
➢ Free online Bible Study – Relaxed with Megan Fate Marshman – begins April 20th 
➢ Dayspring resources to help you live your faith
➢ Devotions for Spring – on sale for $8.99
➢ Easter Bible Studies up to 40% off

FaithGateway

https://www.rockyriverchurch.com/bible-study-podcast
https://www.rockyriverchurch.com/bible-study-podcast
https://www.rockyriverchurch.com/bible-study-podcast
https://www.arisewomensministry.org/
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https://www.arisewomensministry.org/
https://faithgateway.com/


Upcoming Events in Our Area
Gorgeous Woman Movement Conference – Walking in Love, Indian Trail, April 18th

 What would your life look like if you loved more boldly, forgave more freely, and walked more closely with Jesus? Join 
us for a one-day, spirit-filled gathering designed to ignite your faith and restore your joy. Worship. Word. Sisterhood. 
Freedom. It’s your time to walk in love. 
Walking In Love

Woven Women’s Conference, Yadkinville, North Carolina, April 18th 
A gathering designed to strengthen women through discipleship, fellowship, and worship. Join us for a powerful day 
featuring comedian and storyteller, Michelle Miller as well as author, speaker, and Bible teacher, Alysia Grimes. $35 
registration includes lunch and a conference t-shirt. 
Woven Women's Conference

Brandon Lake’s King of Hearts Tour, Spectrum Center, Charlotte, NC, April 19th 
Brandon Lake is coming to the Spectrum Center! Don’t miss out on this special night of worship with Brandon Lake 
and special guests, Franni Cash and Pat Barrett.  
King of Hearts

Phil Wickham, Song of the Saints Tour, Bojangles Coliseum, Charlotte, April 26th 
Don’t miss out on Phil Wickham with Tauren Wells and special guest Jamie MacDonald.
Phil Wickham

Third Day, 30th Anniversary Tour, Bojangles Coliseum, Charlotte, May 7th

 Experience the iconic band that shaped Christian music as they reunite for their 30th anniversary tour with special 
guest, Zach Williams.  Tickets are going fast! 

 Third Day
 
Weekend to Remember, Marriage Getaway, Embassy Suites, Concord, May 29-31st 

 2.5 days set aside just for the two of you – filled with laughter, honest conversation, and Biblical wisdom that actually 
sticks. You’ll leave with more than a good memory. You’ll leave with a new chapter.  No marriage is static. Each day, 
each choice – you’re either moving closer together, toward oneness….or drifting farther apart. At the intersection of a 
faith-based marriage conference and romantic retreat from everyday life, Weekend to Remember helps couples do 
just that – choose oneness. Whether you’re sending up an SOS for marital rescue or looking to foster an already 
flourishing connection, Weekend to Remember is your best next step toward being, and staying, one. 
Weekend To Remember

https://www.gorgeouswomanmovement.com/walking-in-love-north-carolina
https://www.gorgeouswomanmovement.com/walking-in-love-north-carolina
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But God demonstrates His 
own love for us in this:

While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.

    Romans 5:8
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