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Our Mission and Purpose is to 

help women grow deeper in their 

faith, deeper in their relationships 

- both with God and the people 

in their lives - and deeper into 

their God-given purpose.  



Hello ladies!!  

Here we are in May, only three weeks away from wrapping up He Speaks 
to Me, our second study of 2026.  Time is flying by so before summer is in 
full swing, I wanted to say thank you for being part of The Well.  When we 
started The Well, we wanted it to be a place where women of all ages and 
stages of life could learn about Jesus and make friendships with other 
women on that same path.  Over the last 3+ years, it’s been so fun to dive 
into scripture and build new friendships.
   
We’re taking the summer off from weekly meetings but we’ll be back in 
the fall with a new study (or two), service projects, and new opportunities 
to get to know each other.   The leaders will be getting together in the next 
few weeks to start planning for the fall – and we’d love to hear from you!  
Please drop us an email at TheWell@RockyRiverChurch.com with any 
ideas for studies, activities, or service projects that you have.  We want 
The Well to serve YOU. We want it to be a place where you learn and grow 
and have fun.  Your feedback is important to us…can’t wait to hear from 
you!  

Catherine
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Only three sessions left!  

Even if you haven’t joined us thus far, 
please feel free to do so for our last few 
group sessions.  Priscilla’s videos have 

proven to be extremely impactful; even for 
someone who hasn’t been following the 

study.  

We’d love to have you!  

Mother’s Day is May 10th

Join us at 
Rocky River Church 

for two identical 
Sunday services:

9:00am

and

10:30am



Mother’s Day for Christians:

History, Prayers, Bible Verses, and Godly Reflections
            by Annette Griffin, Crosswalk.com 

Every year, Americans set aside the second Sunday in May to celebrate Mother’s Day. For over a century, this holiday 

has provided children of all ages with the opportunity to lavish love and heartfelt thanks upon the women who birthed, 

nurtured, and/or raised them. But long before our nation promoted the idea of honoring mothers on a special day, God 

commanded the sacred act as a lifelong privilege and responsibility.

On May 9, 1914, President Woodrow Wilson signed a proclamation declaring the second Sunday in May as a day to 

celebrate mothers, but his decision was not made on a whim. Decades before the president’s declaration, three women 

had diligently campaigned for a special day for moms.

In 1870 Julia Ward Howe, a mother, peace-activist, abolitionist, and author of "The Battle Hymn of the Republic," issued 

a rallying cry for mothers throughout the world to unite. Devastated by the carnage she had witnessed during the 

American Civil War, Howe’s “Mother’s Day Proclamation” invited moms to gather peacefully and brainstorm ways to 

prevent future wars. But Howe’s unification efforts—and her plea to annually celebrate June 2nd as “Mother’s Day for 

Peace” garnered little support.

A few years earlier, Ann Maria Reeves Jarvis had begun her own campaign to mobilize mothers. Although she shared 

many of Julia Ward Howe’s convictions, her energies were spent closer to home—and for good reason. Of Jarvis’s 

thirteen children, only four survived the disease and poor sanitary conditions that ran rampant through her Appalachian 

community. With a desire to help other mothers avoid the tragedies she had faced, Jarvis organized Mother’s Day Work 

Clubs to improve the condition of their neighborhoods and learn ways to keep their children healthy.

In 1868 Jarvis expanded her work to include those who were deeply divided by the Civil War. Her clubs cared for 

wounded soldiers on both sides of the conflict. Despite threats of violence, Jarvis organized a national “Mother’s 

Friendship Day” to promote peace between the Confederate and Union troops. Unfortunately, her initiative was met with 

contempt.



When Ann Maria Reeves Jarvis died in 1905, her daughter Anna Jarvis vowed to honor her mother’s legacy by 

establishing a national Mother’s Day. Anna’s approach was different than that of her predecessors. Rather than focusing 

her efforts on unifying moms to promote any political or humanitarian cause, Anna wanted to create a holiday that would 

simply honor individual mothers for their sacrifices and care. Her campaign soon gained momentum and finally resulted in 

the Mother’s Day holiday Americans celebrate today.

Sadly, Anna’s sense of victory was short-lived. Soon after the president signed his Mother’s Day proclamation, greeting 

card companies, confectioners, and florists so commercialized the holiday that it scarcely resembled the “holy day” Anna 

originally envisioned. In 1943 Anna filed 33 lawsuits against those she felt were profiteering. She began writing letters, 

organizing protests, and petitioning to boycott the commercialized version of Mother’s Day. But her crusade failed and she 

was dubbed by the media as a “delusional, frail little spinster.”

Staying true to her resolve to never profit from the holiday she founded, Anna lived and died penniless. Near the end of her 

life, she was admitted to a sanatorium, which was paid for by the greeting card and florist industries she had reviled. In 

1948 Anna Jarvis was laid to rest alongside her beloved mother, never having experienced motherhood for herself. But 

she will forever be known as the mother of Mother’s Day.

Although Mother’s Day is not a biblically prescribed holiday, the importance of honoring our mothers is revealed throughout 

scripture and goes far beyond a greeting card sentiment or a once-a-year commemoration. Here are three ways Christians 

can celebrate Mother’s Day using biblical principles as a guide:

1. Use your mom’s love language to inform your gift giving.

 “Dear children, let us not love with empty words or speech but with actions and in truth”  1 John 3:18

Years ago, Pastor Gary Chapman’s book The 5 Love Languages  first introduced the idea that people feel most loved when 

they receive love in their own love language. If you want to honor your mom in a deeply personal way this Mother’s Day, 

take into account which of the five love languages speaks to her most.
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If she’s quick to compliment and encourage others verbally, use Words of Affirmation to bless her. If she’s happiest when 

she is helping others shorten their to-do lists, Acts of Service could be the perfect gift. If she values spending uninterrupted 

time with loved ones, she will probably appreciate the gift of Quality Time above all else. Does your mom have a knack for 

gift-giving? Does she treasure even the smallest tokens of affection? Then plan ahead and give her meaningful Gifts she 

can hold, use, and keep. Is she a touchy-feely kind of mom? Then express your love and appreciation with tender hugs, a 

gift card for a massage, a soft robe, or anything else that will speak to her need for Physical Touch.

2. Thoughtfully honor your mom for who she is and all she does.

 “Honor her for all that her hands have done and let her works bring her praise at the city gate”  Proverbs 31:31

Thoughtfulness is key when it comes to honoring those we love. Think about the ways your mom has made you feel 

special over the years and ask yourself why those gestures touched you. Chances are your answer will reveal that your 

mom took the time to make you feel seen and heard. This Mother’s Day, thank your mom through gestures of love that let 

her know you admire her for who she is as an individual, as well as the role she fills in your family. Here are 14 Thoughtful 

Ways to Celebrate Mom as a Family.

3. Let your mom see your faith in action through your Mother’s Day gift. 

 “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth” 3 John 1:4

However you choose to honor your mom on her special day, you can make it a meaningful celebration by letting your faith 

shine through each token of love. Christian moms invest their whole lives training up their children in God’s ways. No 

earthly pleasure can ever compare to the priceless joy moms experience when they witness their children standing on 

Jesus’s firm foundation and walking in truth. 

A note of acknowledgment and encouragement: Mother’s Day can be complicated and painful for those grieving loss 

or those who have experienced hardship in family relationships. If the holiday is challenging for you, please know you are 

not alone. The same God who knit you together in your mother’s womb is the same God who will never leave nor forsake 

you. He has already provided everything you need to endure this difficult season. He is the healer of the brokenhearted. 

The defender of the weak. The embracer of the motherless and fatherless. And nothing can ever separate you from His 

perfect love. Here are some resources to help you navigate the holiday and find God’s peace and provision:
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Moms grieving the loss of their own mothers

How to Heal Your Heart After a Miscarriage This Mother's Day

Choosing to honor imperfect parents

When Mother’s Day Hurts

What a privilege and blessing to come before God’s throne of grace and pour our hearts out to Him. Most Christian mothers 

spend countless hours praying for their children. But these prayers are just for moms:

A prayer for new mothers: Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for the gift of motherhood. We praise you for this baby’s life 

and for equipping this new mama with everything she needs to succeed. As You guide her steps and lead her into this 

glorious calling, please bless her with an unshakable trust in You. Help her fix her eyes upon Jesus, so that her baby’s gaze 

will inevitably follow. May Your light shine through her as a beacon to other moms who need hope. And may she never forget 

the wonder of these first waves of love for her baby, nor the beauty of her first love for You. In Jesus’s matchless name I 

pray, Amen.

A prayer for strength and wisdom: "Lord God, we lift up all mothers to You. Grant them the strength to face their daily 

challenges with courage and the wisdom to guide their children towards a life of faith and service. Encourage them when 

they are weary and inspire them when they feel overwhelmed. Bless them with Your peace and love, now and forever. 

Amen."  12 Beautiful Prayers for Mother's Day, by Aaron D’Anthony Brown

A prayer for refreshment: "Dear Lord, today, I lift up all the tired moms out there; those who give so much of themselves 

day and night. Please grant them rest and rejuvenation. Fill their hearts with peace and their bodies with strength. Give them 

moments of tranquility amid the chaos, and let them feel Your loving presence, reassuring them that they are not alone. 

Amen” 15 Encouraging Prayers for Moms, by Rachel Dawson

A prayer of blessing: “Bless every mother and every grandmother with the finest of your spiritual blessings today. Confirm 

in her heart and spirit the work of her hands and the love that she has so freely given to those children under Your care. 

Validate her worth daily so she has no reason to doubt whether she is loved, valued, and cherished in the eyes of her 

Heavenly Father.”  –excerpt from Rebecca Barlow Jordan’s A Prayer of Blessing for Mothers & Grandmothers
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God’s Word is full of life for mothers. Jesus’s mother, Mary, pondered God’s promises and trusted Him to see to 

completion the good work He had begun in her. Moms today have that same hope. May these Bible verses be a 

constant reminder that God’s Spirit is alive in you, equipping you for every stage of motherhood.

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do”  

             Ephesians 2:10

“But he said to me, 'My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ 

Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me”  

              2 Corinthians 12:9

“For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him”  

              Philippians 2:13

“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, 

having all that you need, you will abound in every good work”

              2 Corinthians 9:8

For more scriptural encouragement for moms, check out these helpful resources:

20 Bible Verses That Honor the Blessing of Mothers

Bible Verses about Mothers: The Biblical Importance of Motherhood

What Does the Bible Have to Say to Mothers?

Throughout His earthly ministry, even when He was suffering and dying on the cross, Jesus perfectly fulfilled God’s 

law, including the command to honor His mother. (John 19:26-27) This same Jesus gives all believers the power 

and desire to do God’s will—and to be who He has called us to be. If you’re trying to work out your calling as a 

mother or find your significance in motherhood, you need look no further than Jesus.

“For it is in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for”

Ephesians 1:11, The Message
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Resources

Rocky River Church Bible Study
➢ We are studying the Book of Revelation!  
➢ Every Wednesday night in RRC’s Worship Center from 7:00-8:15pm 
➢ If you can’t make it on Wednesdays or you need to miss a night, you can access the audio playback at the link below.
➢ Pastor Jimmy does an incredible job of bringing Scripture to life by adding the context of history and culture to the study.
RRC Bible Study

The Brook – Wednesday Kids
Wednesday night kids’ program for ages 4 years through 5th grade. Bring your child to The Brook and stay for Bible Study with 
Pastor Jimmy.  

She’s Anchored in Him
A faith-based space for women who want to grow, get grounded, and move in purpose. This community is for the woman who’s 
felt herself drifting or slowing down, unsure of her footing, yet still senses God pulling her forward into something more. Inside 
this space, you’ll find encouragement, teaching, and conversations that help you:
➢ Reconnect with God as your foundation
➢ Aim toward the purpose He placed inside you
➢ Connect with women walking a similar journey
➢ Take steady, meaningful steps forward 
If you’re ready to stop drifting and start moving with intention, you’re in the right place. Anchored in God. Aiming with purpose.

 She's Anchored in Him

Faith Gateway
➢ Spring Sale – free shipping on orders $20+ with code SPRING20
➢ You Are Made For This - devotions to uplift and encourage busy moms, $8.99 (you save 40%)
➢ The Lightning-Fast Field Guide to the Bible - your compact companion for exploring the best Book ever. $12.99 (you save 

35%)
➢ Women’s study Bibles – 40% off
➢ God’s Promise for Graduates 2026 – curate your very own graduation bundle!  Mix and match any 4 of these inspiring 

graduation books for only $35.
FaithGateway
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Upcoming Events in Our Area

Sister’s Night Out, First Baptist Church, Gaffney, May 7th 
 First Baptist Church Gaffney is partnering with Cherokee Creek Baptist Church for the first annual “Sisters Night Out” event 

that will include an evening filled with dinner, heartfelt worship and meaningful time in God’s Word. No matter your age or 
background, whether you’re coming from near or far – you are welcome! Please know that you have been prayed over long 
before deciding to attend. We’re thrilled to gather with you and can’t wait to experience what God has in store. Tickets are $25 
which includes your admission as well as a catered dinner provided by Midway. 

 Sisters Night Out

Third Day - 30th Anniversary Tour, Bojangles Coliseum, Charlotte, May 7th

 Experience the iconic band that shaped Christian music as they reunite for their 30th anniversary tour with special guest, Zach 
Williams.  Tickets are going fast! 

 Third Day

Communion America Summit – Awaken the Dawn, Judah Church, Charlotte, May 28-30th 
 Awaken the Dawn exists to disciple America and the nations to host the presence of God leading to catalytic change. Since 

2017, ATD has facilitated nearly 1,000 public worship, prayer, and outreach gatherings across university campuses and cities 
– calling a generation to lift up the name of Jesus in public spaces. ATD’s mission is not event-driven; it is a long-term 
discipleship movement raising up leaders, igniting prayer, evangelism, worship, and mobilization of the body of Christ to bring 
the presence of Jesus to the center of public life. The Communion America Summit is an invitation to seek God’s face and 
dream his dreams together. Join our Awaken The Dawn state reps, Gen Z movements, collaborators, worshipers, and friends 
from across the nation! Join as we gather in Charlotte, North Carolina for three days of worship, community, and training. This 
will also be the launch towards hundreds of cities and campuses in America for communion and gospel events in 2026. 

 Communion America Summit

Weekend to Remember - Marriage Getaway, Embassy Suites, Concord, May 29-31st 
 2.5 days set aside just for the two of you – filled with laughter, honest conversation, and Biblical wisdom that actually sticks. 
You’ll leave with more than a good memory. You’ll leave with a new chapter. No marriage is static. Each day, each choice – 
you’re either moving closer together, toward oneness….or drifting farther apart. At the intersection of a faith-based marriage 
conference and romantic retreat from everyday life, Weekend to Remember helps couples do just that – choose oneness. 
Whether you’re sending up an SOS for marital rescue or looking to foster an already flourishing connection, Weekend to 
Remember is your best next step toward being, and staying, one. 
Weekend To Remember
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She is clothed in 
strength and dignity;

she can laugh at the days to come.
Proverbs 31:25
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