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MEMORY VERSES

“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness,
so the Son of Man must be lifted up, so that
everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.
For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one
and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him

will not perish but have eternal life.”

—John 3:14-16

© 2025 Lifeway Christian Resources



UNIT 21

SESSION 1

WAIER

TO WINE

CORE PASSAGE: JOHN 2:1-11

CONTEXT

The prologue to John'’s Gospel declared
Jesus to be God (1:1), the One through
whom all things were created (1:3), and
the revelation of the Father’s glory (1:14).
Then John recounted John the Baptist’s
witness (1:19-34) and Jesus’s calling of His
first disciples (1:35-51). Turning water into
wine was Jesus’s first miraculous sign
recounted in John’s Gospel. The site of
this first miracle, Cana, was a town in the
region of Galilee near Jesus’s hometown
of Nazareth. This episode marked the
beginning of Jesus’s public ministry.

86

KEY CONCEPT

Jesus'’s power over creation reveals
His divine glory and our only hope
for salvation.

As you examine John 2:1-11:

e Contemplate that while the Father’s will
was Jesus'’s first priority, He also met
the needs of others.

® Recognize that this miracle revealed
Jesus’s glory and further convinced His
disciples to believe in Him.
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TIMELINE

John Baptizes Jesus
in the Jordan River Jesus Calls Disciples to Follow Him Jesus Cleanses the Temple

(Matthew 3:13-17) (John 1:35-51) (John 2:13-22)

fffffffffffffffffffffffff S S S S

Jesus Is Tempted in the Wilderness SESSION STUDY: Nicodemus Visits Jesus
(Luke 4:1-13) Jesus Performs His First Miracle at at Night (John 3:1-21)
the Wedding in Cana (John 2:1-11)

Daily Readings

[ pay 1:John 2:1-2 [1 Day 4:John 2:9-10

[ pay 2:John 2:3-5 [1 pay 5:John 2:11-12
. . ) Scan this QR code
[ pay 3:John 2:6-8 [ Day 6: Psalm 104 t6 access this session’s

Scripture passages.
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PERSONAL PREPARATION

JOHN 2:1-5

JESUS, BEING THE SAVIOR, CAME ULTIMATELY TO LAY HIS LIFE DOWN
FOR OUR SINS.

Circle the words that reveal Jesus’s ultimate focus in His life and ministry.
10n the third day a wedding took place in Cana of Galilee. Jesus's mother was there, 2 and
Jesus and his disciples were invited to the wedding as well. 3 When the wine ran out,
Jesus’s mother told him, “They don’t have any wine.” 4 “What has this concern of yours to
do with me, woman?” Jesus asked. “My hour has not yet come.” 5 “Do whatever he tells

you,” his mother told the servants.

GOSPEL CONNECTION

X
Jesus is the Creator God and can perform miracles to reveal His glory. His greatest

miracle is seen in His resurrection, conquering death and sin for our salvation.
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Key Concept: Jesus's power over creation reveals His divine glory and our only hope for salvation.

While Jesus'’s ultimate focus was on doing
the Father’s will for our salvation, He
also cared about the needs of His family
and friends. That was evident when He
attended a wedding in Cana along with
His disciples. Jesus’s mother, Mary, also
was invited to the wedding. John did not
specifically name Mary; perhaps readers
already were familiar with her or perhaps
John wanted to avoid confusing her with
other Marys in his Gospel.

The opportunity for Jesus to help His
friends and family arose when the wine
ran out at the wedding. A first-century
Jewish wedding celebration could last up
to a week, and the groom was financially
responsible for the event. Running out of
wine was an embarrassment at best. At
worst, it might have left the groom open
to a lawsuit from the bride’s family in a
culture focused on honor and shame.!?
These realities provoked Mary to approach
Jesus for help. They also seem to have
played a role in eliciting Jesus’s response
of compassion.

Why might we struggle to believe Jesus cares
about our everyday lives?

Jesus’s response to His mother might
sound harsh, but it was not. He addressed
her as “woman” again on the cross when
He assigned John to care for her after

His departure (19:26). Still, “woman” was
a less endearing term than generally
expected between a mother and son. That
address, along with Jesus’s question,
served as a gentle reminder that He came
not to do favors for people in a pinch but
to complete a mission in obedience to

His Father.

“My hour” in the Gospel of John refers to
the time of Jesus’s sacrifice on the cross
(7:30; 8:20; 12:23,27; 13:1; 17:1). Jesus’s
statement to Mary about His “hour”
underscored that His entire ministry
aimed toward the cross and resurrection.
Remedying the lack of wine would meet a
temporal need, but more than that, Jesus
was beginning to reveal the glory that
would be seen most fully in His death and
resurrection. Mary responded in faith

by telling the servants to do whatever

He instructed.

How does Jesus’s care for our temporal needs
remind us of His ultimate provision for our
spiritual needs on the cross?
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PERSONAL PREPARATION

JOHN 2:6-11

JESUS, BEING GOD, IS ALL-POWERFUL AND CAN PERFORM MIRACLES.

Circle details in these verses that highlight Jesus’s power.
6 Now six stone water jars had been set there for Jewish purification. Each contained
twenty or thirty gallons. 7 “Fill the jars with water,” Jesus told them. So they filled them to
the brim. 8 Then he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the headwaiter.” And
they did. 9 When the headwaiter tasted the water (after it had become wing), he did not
know where it came frormn—though the servants who had drawn the water knew. He called
the groom 10 and told him, “Everyone sets out the fine wine first, then, after people are
drunk, the inferior. But you have kept the fine wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first of

his signs, in Cana of Galilee. He revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.

THEOLOGY CONNECTION

MIRACLES: A miracle is an event in which God makes an exception to the natural
order or supersedes natural laws for the purpose of demonstrating His glory and/
or validating His message. Miracles are recorded throughout Scripture; signs and

wonders were often evident when a prophet or an apostle was speaking God'’s
message to the people. Because we believe God to be all-powerful and personally
involved in this world, we believe He can and does perform miracles.
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Key Concept: Jesus's power over creation reveals His divine glory and our only hope for salvation.

The six stone water jars were used for
ceremonial washings, likely of hands or
utensils. Each was approximately the size
of a 20-gallon trashcan, and cumulatively
they held between 120 and 150 gallons

of liquid. Filling them “to the brim” (v. 7)
would provide more than enough water
to fulfill the required Jewish rituals. Yet
performance of the Jewish rituals would
not remedy the problem at hand. They
needed Jesus to do something new, and
that is precisely what He did.

At some point between drawing the
water from the jars and giving it to the
headwaiter, the water became wine.

The headwaiter was unaware anything
supernatural had occurred, but the
servants knew. The Son of God did what
first-century Jewish religion and rituals
could never do. He manifested the power
of God on earth, utilizing it to care for the
Lord’s people and to show His glory.

Why is it sometimes hard to believe Jesus can
do the supernatural?

Through His miracle, Jesus revealed His
glory. In verses 9-10, John’s emphasis
shifted to the quality of the wine. As

an expert on banquets and feasts, the
headwaiter was the most qualified person
to evaluate the quality of the wine Jesus
produced, and he deemed it superior. That
fact highlighted Jesus’s creative power,
manifesting His glory.

Remarkably, not everyone who witnessed
the miracle believed in Jesus as the Son
of God. When He revealed His glory, “his
disciples believed in Jesus” (v. 11). This
introduces an idea that John developed as
his Gospel progressed: those who believed
God’s Word and followed Jesus had their
faith bolstered by supernatural signs.
Those who demanded signs as a condition
of belief, however, remained unconvinced
by miracles (see John 5; 6). The deeper
realities of life and salvation are perceived
by those with eyes of faith.

When have you witnessed God's supernatural
work, and how did you respond?
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GROUP EXPERIENCE

THE MAKING OF A MIRACLE

Read John 2:1-11 and Mark 10:46-52, and identify the factors common to miracles Jesus performed.

JOHN 2:1-1 MARK 10:46-52

INSTIGATING
REQUEST

CALLTO
ACTION

FAITH
FACTOR

NEED
MET

END
RESULTS

What do these miracles tell us of Jesus's response to our earthly needs?

How do these miracles point to Jesus as the solution for our greatest need?
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Key Concept: Jesus's power over creation reveals His divine glory and our only hope for salvation.

[E] HEAD PRAYING SCRIPTURE

What might it look like to believe

and ?Ckno""ledge Jesus’s work in Read Psalm 104. Thank God for the
our lives? mighty works He has done (vv. 1-30).
Then commit to praising Jesus each

day (v. 33), and ask Him to direct
your thoughts to things that please
Him (v. 34).

PRAYER REQUESTS
AND PRAISES

E HEART

What are some reasons you might
resist taking your concerns to

Jesus in prayer?

HANDS

Who in need will you contact with
encouragement this week?
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KEY FIGURE ARTICLE

THE REAL MARY

By David Roach

Misconceptions about Mary abound. She
was not a feminist icon, a sinless miracle
worker, a critic of traditional authority
structures, or a reflection of the human
need for feminine symbols of the divine.
Amid our efforts to correct these miscon-
ceptions, we may focus so heavily on stat-
ing what Mary was not that we fail to state
positively what she was. Scripture says
more about Mary, the mother of Jesus,
than we often realize. Her life teaches us
lessons about family, faith, and godliness.

Mary was a youndg woman living in the
Galilean village of Nazareth in the first
century. A relative of John the Baptist’s
mother, Elizabeth, Mary was engaged to a
carpenter named Joseph. Though she was
avirgin, the angel Gabriel appeared to her
and said, “You will conceive and give birth
to a son, and you will name him Jesus”
(Luke 1:31). Despite his own trepidations
about the virgin conception, Joseph mar-
ried her and refrained from normal mar-
ital relations until after Jesus was born
(Matthew 1:25). Mary gave birth to Jesus
in Bethlehem, some ninety miles south
of Nazareth, when Mary and Joseph trav-
eled there to be counted in a census. After
presenting Jesus at the temple some forty
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days following His birth (Luke 2:22-24),
Mary and Joseph apparently resided in
Bethlehem for a time and later fled to Egypt
under threat from the murderous King
Herod (Matthew 2:13-15). They returned to
Nazareth after hearing from an angel that
Herod had died (vv. 19-23).

Mary appears in the Gospels with less fre-
quency following the narratives of Jesus’s
birth and infancy. Mary and Joseph had
other children following Jesus’s birth
(Matthew 13:54-56; Mark 6:3). She worried
when twelve-year-old Jesus remained in
Jerusalem, unbeknownst to His parents, on
a trip there for Passover (Luke 2:41-50). She
attended the wedding in Cana, where Jesus
performed His first miracle (John 2:1-11).
She was present at the crucifixion, where
Jesus assigned the apostle John to take
care of her (19:25-27). She even gathered
with the early believers in Acts 1:14.

Though Mary’s biographical information
is confined to the Gospels and Acts, other
Scriptures reference her. Genesis 3:15 pre-
dicted the offspring of a woman one day
would defeat the devil and sin’s curse.
Isaiah referenced Mary in his prophecy that
“the virgin will conceive, have a son, and
name him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). Paul
acknowledged Mary in stating that Jesus
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was “born of a woman” (Galatians 4:4).
Clearly Mary’s life is more than a historical
footnote in Scripture. But does she have
enduring significance for our lives today?
In a word, yes.

Mary dignified motherhood. In our modern
culture that often views children as obsta-
cles to success rather than blessings to be
nurtured, Mary reminds us that God values
motherhood. After all, He chose a human
mother to birth, nurture, and teach His
own Son.

Mary modeled faith. When Gabriel
announced God’s miraculous plan to Mary,
she first believed then sought to under-
stand. Though she could not comprehend
how a virgin conception would occur, she
told the angel: “I am the Lord’s servant.
May it be done to me according to your
word” (Luke 1:38). Her attitude of faith
seeking understanding persisted. When
shepherds visited baby Jesus and shared
an angelic message, “Mary was treasuring
up all these things in her heart and medi-
tating on them” (2:19). Likewise, she “kept
all these things in her heart” following the
episode in Jerusalem when her young Son
reminded her God was His Father (v. 51).
Mary’s attitude contrasted with Zechari-
ah’s, who demanded answers from Gabriel
before he would believe God’s word (1:18).

Mary exemplified growth in godliness.
Mary walked a difficult road. When she
presented baby Jesus at the temple, the
prophet Simeon told her, “A sword will
pierce your own soul” (2:35)—likely fore-
shadowing Jesus’s crucifixion and the pain

Mary would experience as a witness. Along
life’s difficult road, Mary grew in personal
holiness. She was not sinless. At times she
exhibited spiritual immaturity. Presum-
ably, she was among the family members
who responded to Jesus’s early public min-
istry by claiming, “He’s out of his mind”
(Mark 3:21). At the wedding in Cana, Mary
prodded Jesus to do His mother a favor and
remedy the lack of wine. Jesus responded
with a gentle rebuke, reminding her that
no one, not even her, had an inside track
to win His favor (John 2:3-4). That reality
alone corrects the misconception that
humans can go to Mary in prayer for an
inside track to God. When she responded
to the correction in humble faith, she expe-
rienced Jesus’s power (vv. 5-11).

Of course, the goal of any study of Mary is
not merely to know Jesus’s mother but to
know Jesus Himself. Yet Mary pointed us
toward Jesus by the life she lived and the
lessons she exemplified. She spoke with
Spirit-inspired foresight when she said two
thousand years ago, “All generations will
call me blessed” (Luke 1:48).

David Roach is pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church in
Saraland, Alabama. He and his wife, Erin, have
three children.

95

© 2025 Lifeway Christian Resources





