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LOVEWELL: A THEOLOGY
Small Group Guide

Week 1

WEEK 1 OF 5
End Statement #1 - Crosswalk will be a community of belonging.

INTRODUCTION
The following is a guide to help facilitate discussion. Feel free to add or subtract or change
questions to fit the conversation, and pray for the Spirit to lead in all things.

OPEN
Outside of your family, what is a space or a group that you truly felt like you belonged, and what
was it about that space or group that fostered that feeling?

HEAD
Read Matthew 19:14, John 8:47, John 15:19, Colossians 2: 20, Genesis 2:18, John 8:35,
Romans 12:5, and I Corinthians 12:15-16 together and share any wisdom, insights, or questions
in response to the reading.

Think about and reflect on the theme of “belonging” throughout these verses. What stands out
to you? What do you see as a common thread?

Jesus emphasized the importance of everyone belonging to God and His kingdom, even the
children (the lowest members of importance in their society). Can you remember a time as a
child you were ostracized by a group? What was that like?  How about the reverse; accepted
without condition? (reference Matthew 19:14 and Mark 9:41)

How do you and I practice “listening to God” as mentioned in John 8:47?

How can loving like Jesus, with reckless abandon and without condition, cause you to be hated
by the world?

We were made by community (Trinity) for community (each other/church). Do you think it’s
healthy to be spiritual without community as many say these days?

HEART
So many churches, civic clubs, and other groups require you to adhere to a certain set of
standards or beliefs before you can belong (including church when we tie baptism and
membership together, saying you can’t fully belong until you’re baptized).  At Crosswalk, we
want everyone to know that they can belong first, even if we believe different things.  Why do
you think this emphasis on belonging is so important that it’s our first end statement?
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Belonging often comes before trust, we have to help people sense belonging before they begin
to trust us.  What are some ways to build that sense of belonging to newcomers in your group or
church?

In Romans 12 and I Corinthians 12, it speaks to the body and how each part of the body is
needed even though it functions differently. In a world so divided on so many different issues,
how do we as the body of Christ set a better example and work together?

What does the knowledge that you could lose your job, your social status, your friend group, or
even your family, and still belong to God, mean to you?

HANDS
Belonging is so important to God that from the moment His creation had to leave the Garden of
Eden in Genesis 3, He’s been chasing after us, seeking to reconcile (2 Corinthians 5: 17-21) us
to Him.  That journey took Him to the cross.  Who in your life and circle of influence appears
disconnected or lonely?  Pray about an opportunity to invite that person to church one weekend
or to join your discussion group.

LIVING WORDS for YOUR WEEK
“See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that is what we
are! But the people who belong to this world don’t recognize that we are God’s children
because they don’t know him.2 Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but he has
not yet shown us what we will be like when Christ appears. But we do know that we will
be like him, for we will see him as he really is.”
I John 3: 1-2

Written by Paddy McCoy
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LOVEWELL: A THEOLOGY
Small Group Guide

Week 2

WEEK 2 OF 5
Mark 10:21; John 13:34; John 17:23; John 3:16-17; John 6:44; 1 Samuel 16:7

INTRODUCTION
The following is a guide to help facilitate discussion. Feel free to add or subtract or change
questions to fit the conversation, and pray for the Spirit to lead in all things.

OPEN

Think about and share a time when your true self (authentic self) was revealed. What happened
and what was that experience like? Positive or negative??

HEAD
Read Mark 10:21; John 13:34; John 17:23; John 3:16-17; John 6:44; and 1 Samuel 16:7
together and share any wisdom, insights, or questions in response to the reading.

Think about and reflect on the theme of “authenticity” throughout these verses. What stands out
to you? What do you see as a common thread?

In Mark 10:17, the rich young man asks Jesus a very specific question: “What must I do to be
saved?” Why do you think he asked that? What do you imagine was lacking in his life?

If Jesus evaluated your current situation in life, what do you think He would say is holding you
back from being totally committed to Him?

How important to you is the unity that Jesus speaks about in John 17:23? Who do you share
that unity with and how can you experience more of it?

HEART
In John 13:34, Jesus outlines love in a beautiful and compelling way–love as He has loved. He
says love is how the world will know we’re connected to Him. So…how would you rate yourself
against this standard of love? How would you rate Crosswalk? How could you/we increase this
score?

John 3:16 is such an iconic verse and because it is so great we sometimes overlook the next
verse. What do both of these verses say to us about God and what He did and still desires to do
for us? When did you begin to experience God saving you rather than condemning you?
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David was known to be “a man after God’s heart” (Acts 13:22). But before he was chosen to be
king he was considered the least of his brothers. In 1 Sam. 16:7, we see Eliab, his brother,
being favored because of his outer appearance by Samuel and God correcting his misguided
thoughts. Knowing that the Lord looks at the heart, what can you do to be more authentic and
congruent with your life and make your heart more attractive to God?

HANDS
God is in the business of drawing people to Him. We see this in Jeremiah 31:3 (drawn by His
loving kindness) and again in John 6:44. What has that process been like for you and your life?
Do you know of anyone who is being drawn in right now? How can you help/support them on
that journey?

LIVING WORDS for YOUR WEEK
“I have given them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are–I in them
and you in me, all being perfected into one. Then the world will know that you sent me
and will understand that you love them as much as you love me.”
John 17:22-23

Written by Mike Rhynus
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LOVEWELL: A THEOLOGY
Small Group Guide

Week 3

WEEK 3 OF 5
End Statement #3: Crosswalk will be relevant in living out the ways of Jesus in our place and
time.

INTRODUCTION
The following is a guide to help facilitate discussion. Feel free to add or subtract or change
questions to fit the conversation, and pray for the Spirit to lead in all things.

OPEN
Have you ever had the opportunity to volunteer at a local non-profit, or take a mission trip, or
serve as a missionary?  If so, share a story about what you found meaningful about the
experience.

HEAD
Read Acts 1:8, Revelation 7:9-10, Matthew 4:18-20, I Corinthians 13:1, and Acts 17:22-31
together and share any wisdom, insights, or questions in response to the reading.

According to I Corinthians 13:1-3 and 13, what is the most important quality to have?  Why do
you think this is the case?

In Acts 1:8, Jerusalem was like home for the Jew, then Judea and Samaria were your known
circle of influence, and the ends of the earth probably meant something different for each
person.  What are your Judea and Samaria’ (work, social group, etc…)?  What ways do you
take the love of Christ to the “ends of the earth?”

One would guess that the people in Revelation had all sorts of different beliefs and
perspectives.  So what united the people from “every nation and tribe and people and
language”?

Acts 17 is one of the quintessential chapters for an example of being relevant in our time and
place, so there is a lot to take note of in this passage.  What did Paul have to do before
speaking, to connect the people of Athens with the gospel?  How important is it to learn more
about the people you are trying to reach before trying to reach them? Explain your answer.

HEART
Recognizing that love is always relevant if it is truly love, what are the ways in which we can
seek to be more relevant to the world around us?
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Why do you think the 2,000 year old words of Jesus, especially how He treated the
disenfranchised, the lonely, and the people on the fringe in their society, continues to connect
with people today?

What can we learn about the “transcendence” of time and place that the teachings of Jesus
possess that we can carry into our ministry towards others?

Some people mistake relevance with being trendy or faddish because it gives the illusion of
being accepted, until the trend or the fad changes.  How can we at Crosswalk escape being
swayed by that which is trendy and stick to that which transcends?

HANDS
As the song says, “What the world needs now; is love, sweet love.  No not just for some, but for
everyone.”  You need love, I need love, we all need love, spoken to us in ways we can
understand and connect with.  Consider this week a way to get to know enough about a
coworker or neighbor that you can share a message of love in their lives this week that will
connect with them on a personal level.

LIVING WORDS for YOUR WEEK
“Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. It does not
demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. It does
not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love never gives up,
never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.”
I Corinthians 13: 4-7

Written by Paddy McCoy



7

LOVEWELL: A THEOLOGY
Small Group Guide

Week 4

WEEK 4 OF 5
James 1:27; Matthew 19:21; Matthew 25:40; Mark 12:40; Luke 12:33; Romans 12:20

INTRODUCTION
The following is a guide to help facilitate discussion. Feel free to add or subtract or change
questions to fit the conversation, and pray for the Spirit to lead in all things.

OPEN
Have you ever spent time in a different country or done any missionary work? Share a story
from that time/experience.

HEAD
Read James 1:27; Matthew 19:21; Matthew 25:40; Mark 12:40; Luke 12:33; Romans 12:20
together and share any wisdom, insights, or questions in response to the reading.

What do you think about this statement from James 1:27, “Religion that God our Father accepts
as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep
oneself from being polluted by the world.”? Is this  easy or difficult to do?

In Matthew 19:21 we get to consider once again the struggle with earthly treasure. Why is it so
difficult for the rich to enter the kingdom of heaven? Why is Jesus so tough on riches?

Jesus gives a stark warning against religious leaders who are all about “the show” in Mark
12:38-40. If you were a religious leader at that time, how do you think you would have felt to
hear this? Is this still a problem today?

In Luke 12:22-34, Jesus talks about priorities. He says we should not worry, but rather seek first
His kingdom. Then he says we should reframe our financial lives and sell everything we have so
that we build heavenly wealth. What do you think this teaching meant for the people in that
time? What does it mean for our lives today? How would life be different if we lived out and
followed this invitation from Jesus here and now?

HEART
The passage in Matthew 25 has a tendency to tug on our heart strings and shake us up. If
Jesus came today and asked you how you have looked after Him by caring for others…how
would you respond?
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How do people use religion to make themselves look good? Have you ever been tempted to do
something similar?

In Romans 12:20 we’re challenged to consider how we respond and react to “enemies.” Maybe
you don’t have enemies per se, but maybe we should consider these words in the context of
outsiders. How does love require/invite us to respond to those who are different from us?

HANDS
What has God asked you to give up in order to follow Him? Has that request been fulfilled or is it
still a work in progress? How can this group pray for you and/or help keep you accountable to
this calling?

What is one thing this group could do to help someone in need? Is there a project or a person
that comes to mind? What could God be inviting your small group to do for Him and His
kingdom?

LIVING WORDS for YOUR WEEK

“Whatever you have done for the least of these…You have done for me.”
Matthew 25:40

Written by Mike Rhynus
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LOVEWELL: A THEOLOGY
Small Group Guide

Week 5

WEEK 5 OF 5
End Statement #5: Crosswalk will be a community that exemplifies servant leadership.

INTRODUCTION
The following is a guide to help facilitate discussion. Feel free to add or subtract or change
questions to fit the conversation, and pray for the Spirit to lead in all things.

OPEN
Think about and share a time when your true self (authentic self) was revealed. What happened
and what was that experience like? Positive or negative??

HEAD
Read Proverbs 21:3, Colossians 3:12, Philippians 4:12-13, Hebrews 12:1-2, 1 Peter 4:10, and
Romans 12:15 together and share any wisdom, insights, or questions in response to the
reading.

Think about and reflect on the theme of “servant leadership” throughout these verses. What
stands out to you? What do you see as a common thread?

The series guide reflected on six qualities of a servant leader that are reflected in our readings;
integrity, humility, flexibility, resilience, stewardship, and empathy.  If you had to pick one  of
these qualities as the most important in a leader, which would you choose and why?

As a group, come up with a simple one line definition for each quality, thinking of one tangible
example (a person) you can think of besides Jesus that exemplified that quality well.
INTEGRITY (Definition/Example)
HUMILITY (Definition/Example)
FLEXIBILITY (Definition/Example)
RESILIENCE (Definition/Example)
STEWARDSHIP (Definition/Example)
EMPATHY (Definition/Example)

Take some time to think through the life of Jesus.  What are some specific examples you can
think of that expressed one or all of the qualities above?

HEART
When you look at your church community, what are some areas that you see need help?
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What are some tangible ways you could practice being a servant leader in the above areas?
How about just in your home?

When Jesus washed His disciples feet on the night of His arrest, He was telling them that there
was nothing He wasn’t willing to do for them.  What is one thing you could joyfully do for another
this week that can be done without recognition?

HANDS
The hardest thing for a servant leader is to talk about how they are a servant leader.  However,
it’s good to take time and stock to reflect on your life and the qualities of a servant leader that
you have, and maybe the ones you know need work.  With that said, do you feel that you are a
servant leader?  If so, why?  If not, what are some areas that you could pray about and commit
to asking the Holy Spirit to help develop in your life?

LIVING WORDS for YOUR WEEK
You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. Though he was God, he did not
think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine
privileges;

he took the humble position of a slave
and was born as a human being.

When he appeared in human form,
he humbled himself in obedience to God
and died a criminal’s death on a cross.

Philippians 2: 5-8

Written by Paddy McCoy


