
John 1:6-37 

Notes by Jonathan Herron 

GOD’S NEVER-ENDING LIGHT 

 There was never a time when Christ did not exist.  That is the thrust of John’s opening words in 

his Gospel: Jesus is the preexistent Word of God.  We need to see that He was with God, was always 

coming together with God, always was God in every respect. 

 All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was made. 

 (John 1:3) 

 Upholding the universe by the Word of His power.  (Hebrews 1:3). 

 The universe is held together by Jesus’ word.  He is the force that holds all things together — 

from the smallest atom to the greatest galaxy.  This effects our growth spiritually: a progression takes 

place in our spiritual lives, for was we see the greatness of Christ, we grow stronger in Him.  As a result, 

we will see more of the greatness of Christ and will grow even more.  Growth to greatness, greatness to 

growth — this is an ascending spiral that, according to Ephesians 3, never ends.  1

 We know from our creeds and the teachings of Scripture that God did not create us because He 

was lonely.  God was all sufficient in the Godhead.  Rather, He created us for His glory.  The Westminster 

Confession of Faith states, “The chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.”  We were 
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created for the glory of God.  But I believe there is also another reason for our creation — His love.  Love 

has to have an object.  James points this our in James 2:15-16 when he says, “If a brother or sister is 

poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and 

filled,’ without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that?”  Love has to have an 

object, and God’s love brought creation into being.  2

 Some time ago I discovered from the Scriptures that God accomplished His creation to music.  

Creation had a soundtrack!  Job 38 gives us God’s response when He was finally fed up with all the 

dialogue and rhetoric of Job and his “comforters” and spoke out of the whirlwind: 

 Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 

 Dress for action like a man; 

  I will question you, and you make it known to Me. 

 Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

  Tell Me, if you have understanding. 

 Who determined its measurements — surely you know! 

  Or who stretched the line upon it? 

 On what were its bases sunk, 

  or who laid its cornerstone, 

 when the morning stars sang together 

  and all the sons of God shouted for joy?  (vv.2-7, emphasis added). 

  As God spoke the world and the universe into existence, the angels exclaimed with joy, and the 

stars burst into song.  Music surrounded the creation of God! 

 The first few verses of John’s Gospel, speaking of Christ’s preexistence and His glorious creation, 

are beautiful.  Creation was a joyous event filled with celestial music.  In Proverbs 8:30-31, Wisdom, a 
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Christ image, says: “Then I was beside Him, like a Master Workman, and I was daily His delight, 

rejoicing before Him always.”  Then she adds, “Rejoicing in His inhabited world and delighting in the 

children of man.”  The wonderful, joyful love of God was spread throughout creation. 

 But the joyous love found in the creation of the universe is just a shadow of the joy God finds in 

the spiritual creation of His people.  Focusing on the greatness of Christ as the Light and on the vast, 

bottomless, shoreless sea of His love will fuel our praise and service. 

 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, and the  

 darkness has not overcome it.  (John 1:4-5). 

 Christ is “the light.”  The Scriptures teach that such light is not only spiritual.  There is a physical 

dimension and attribute to it.  Moses went up Mount Sinai in the midst of the thunderings, smoke, 

lightning, and luminescence at the peak.  In Exodus 33:18 Moses asks God to “show me Your glory.”  

After God put him in the cleft of the rock and put His hand over the cleft, His glory passed by.  Moses 

was only able to see the back of God, the afterglow of God.  The effect on Moses was so intense that his 

face became so bright that his people could not look upon him.  Moses had been in contact with the 

physicalness of God’s glory.  The Apostle Paul says in 2 Corinthians 3:7, “The Israelites could not gaze at 

Moses’ face because of its glory.” 

 There are many Old Testament images of God’s glory — the Shekinah glory, the cloud, the pillar 

of fire by night, glory settling on the tabernacle, entering Solomon’s temple at its dedication, filling the 

whole place.  And then there came Ezekiel’s lament that the glory departed from Israel.  How sad he was 

when it was gone.  Ichabod was written across the house of God. 

 Then after four hundred years of darkness, Peter, James, and John were taken up a high mountain 

with Jesus, where Jesus was transfigured before them.  “His face shown like the sun” (Matthew 17:2).  

His raiment was as white as wool.  There is a physicalness to God’s glory. 

 John, however, is not talking about Christ’s physical light but His spiritual light.  Verse 4 says, “In 

Him was life, and the life was the light of men.”  Life-giving light seeks out a world lost in darkness.  

What rich image of our Lord!  Light journeying endlessly, seeking a place to illuminate, a way to bring 
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warmth and light.  Penetrating any crevice or opening, the smallest light will reveal an object’s true 

nature.  3

 Our Lord is a shining light in the darkness.  In verse 5, John says, “The light shines in the 

darkness,” and the result is seen in verse 9: “The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 

into the world.”  Not only does the light shine in darkness, it enlightens every man.  

 “Shines” in verse 5 is literally “shines on” or “continually shines.”  This is an image of our Lord 

shining upon every crevice of man’s darkened heart, trying to reach into his being.  If we have come to 

Christ, we have come not only because of His greatness in creation, but because of the greatness of His 

love. 

 How was the Lord’s love received?  Notice the last part of verse 5: “And the darkness has not 

overcome it.”  Some translations render this, “The darkness could never extinguish it.”  The light of 

Christ came into the world, and the darkness pounced upon the light and tried to strangle it. 

 Verse 10 adds, “He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, yet the world did not 

know Him.”  That statement sounds absurd, but how man responded to Christ is absurd.  John could have 

said, “He made their mouths.  He held their tongues together by the very word of His power.  But they 

refused to acknowledge Him.”  Jesus was in the world that He created, and it did not even know who He 

was.  Then John states the ultimate indignity in verse 11: “He came to His own, and His own people did 

not receive Him.”  4

 Jesus was rejected by those who would have been incinerated had He not veiled His glory in 

flesh.  The sun will burn our eyes out from 92 million miles away — and we expect to casually stroll 

into the presence of its Creator? 

 Ibid.3

 Ibid.4

4



JOHN THE BAPTIZER 

 The text turns our attention for a moment from Jesus to a man called John the Baptizer.  God sent 

John to tell us about an important decision we need to make (vv. 6-8).  John the Baptizer is a new 

character in this Gospel, but he is not the author of this Gospel.  The author of this Gospel — the apostle 

John — never refers to himself by name in this book.  Every time we read the name John, it refers to John 

the Baptizer.  He appears on the scene to relay a message from God about Jesus, and it contains the call 

for a decision: What will you do with Jesus?  John did not design the message; he was sent on a mission 

by God to deliver it.  That’s why John is given the title witness.  John is called to the witness stand and 

asked about specific information.  We sit like the jury, needing to make a decision with the information.  

We must decide how we will respond to his testimony.  5

 Why did John need to tell the people about the light?  A.W. Pink answers: 

When the sun is shining in all its beauty, who are the ones unconscious of the fact?  Who need to 

be told it is shining?  The blind!  How tragic, then, when we read that God sent John to :bear 

witness of the light.”  How pathetic that there should be any need for this!  How solemn the 

statement that men have to be told “the light” is now in their midst.  What a revelation of man’s 

fallen condition. 

 Jesus came as the light, but the world was blind and could not see.  The One who created the 

world was in the world, yet the world did not recognize Him (vv. 9-12).  Jesus made our eyes, yet we 

refused to see His glory.  Jesus made our ears, yet we refused to listen to His words.  Jesus made our 

heads, yet we refused to bow before Him. 
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THE RESULT OF RECEIVING JESUS 

 When we receive Jesus be believing in Him, we become “children of God” (v. 12).  We, who 

were dead in our sins, are not brought into the family of God.  Because of Jesus, we who deserve death 

are now made to share in God’s inheritance as His children.  We don’t deserve this.  We could never say, 

“I have given myself the right to be called a child of God.”  Only Jesus can do that.  He alone has the 

authority to declare that sinners, God-haters like us, are now fully accepted children of the Father. 

  

 To all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become  

 children of God (John 1:12). 

 That statement is incredible.  It is incomprehensible that God, the Creator of all things, the One 

who upholds all things by the word of His power, should enable me, one who has rejected Him, to 

become His child.  We need to hold this New Testament teaching close to our hearts at all costs.  We need 

to marvel not only at the greatness of Christ but at the absurdity of His love toward us. 

 Christ the Light — this is a love story from beginning to end.  Zephaniah 3:17 tells us: 

 The LORD your God is in your midst, 

  a mighty one Who will save; 

 He will rejoice over you with gladness; 

  He will quiet you by His love; 

 He will exult over you with loud singing. 

 When God is pleased with His people, He sings over them.  Has God sung over you lately?  Has 

Christ?  They want to. 

 To all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become  

 children of God (John 1:12). 
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 These words are astonishing.  The apostle John, the same man who composed this prologue, 

wrote 1 John at the end of his life.  He says there: “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that 

we should be called children of God; and so we are” (3:1).  It was as if John were saying, “I can’t believe 

it!  We are children of God!”  Christ was not obligated to bring us into God’s family.  God did not have to 

adopt us (Ephesians 1).  But because He loved us, He made us His children. 

 John Bunyan, in his last sermon, preached on John 1:12: 

You that are called born of God, and Christians, if you be not criers, there is no spiritual life in 

you; if you be born of God, you are crying ones; as soon as He raised you out of the dark 

dungeon of sin, you cannot but cry to God. 

 What do we cry?  “Dear Father, Abba, Father.”  The power of the gospel (Romans 1:6) makes us 

children of God! 

 Because of the power of the gospel, we not only become children of God but in one sense take on 

the nature of God.  When families sit together at church, I often notice a family resemblance.  Second 

Peter 1:4 says: 

He has granted to us His precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become 

partakers of the divine nature. 

 And we have done just that, through Christ.  The love of God has been shed abroad in our hearts.  

When we came to know Christ, the wisdom of God came into our lives.  We began to understand things 

we never understood before.  Holiness began to erupt in our lives in, “(we) who were born, not of 

blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:13). 

 Salvation is all of God.  James 1:18 says, “He brought us forth by the word of truth.”  And 

Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own doing; 

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 
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 Remember John’s abiding wonder at what Christ did: “See what kind of love the Father has given 

to us, that we should be called children of God, and so we are” (1 John 3:1).  Now look at the next verse: 

“Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when 

He appears we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2). 

 In other words, when we see Him, we are going to be like Him!  That is the outgrowth of being 

children of God.  Because we are children of God, we are going to be like Him spiritually — delivered 

from our sin, perfect in love and holiness, growing in our knowledge of Him.  But even more than that, 

we will be like Him in glory.  In Old Testament times God’s glorious luminescence shone forth like the 

sun.  And in Matthew 13:43 Jesus says, “Then the righteous will sine like the sun in the kingdom of their 

Father.  He who has ears, let him hear.”  One day we are going to shine like the sun as we partake of His 

luminescence. 

  

GRACE IS ALL 

 We turn now to verses 14 and 16 in John’s Gospel to the subject of grace: 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only 

Son of the Father, full of grace and truth… For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace.  

 John is saying, “We had a glimpse of His grace and His truth, and in it we saw the glory of God.”  

John saw grace and truth revealed in the glory of Christ’s incarnation.  John suggests here a fountain 

brimming over with grace, a spiritual reality.  Colossians 2:9 tells us how this can be so: “For in Him the 

whole fulness of deity dwells bodily.”  Paul is saying that in the humanity of Christ dwelt all the fullness 

of the Trinity.  This is not a theological deduction.  It is a statement of fact.  It may be incomprehensible, 

but all God’s “fullness” dwelt in Jesus.  Colossians 2:9 throbs with the energy, the power, and the reality 

of our Lord’s humanity plus all the fullness of deity.  6
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 Grace is God’s love coming to sinners.  God’s presence is experienced through the incarnated 

Christ as overflowing love (grace) and truth.  God’s ultimate communication of His love toward us is 

communicated through Christ.  Christ overflows with grace. 

 In this first chapter of John’s Gospel, the apostle John is telling us about the amazing sufficiency 

of God’s grace.  No one is beyond the power of God’s grace, even if he or she thinks he or she is.  The 

Scriptures proclaim that Christ died for the ungodly.  “Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more” 

(Romans 5:20).  The Greek word used is the same used for “fullness” in John 1.  God’s grace is adequate 

for anyone.  7

 When John 1:16 says, “From His fullness we have all received, grace upon grace,” literally John 

is saying, “Grace following grace” or “Grace heaped up upon grace.”  As the grace you receive flows out 

to others, more grace will come, and then more grace, and then even more grace.  Martin Luther said: 

This spring is inexhaustible, it is full of grace and truth from God, it never loses anything, no matter how 

much we draw, but remains an infinite fountain of all grace and truth; the more you draw from it, the 

more abundantly it gives of the water that springs into eternal life. 

Just as the sun is not darkened by the whole world enjoying its light, and could, indeed, light up 

ten worlds; just as 10,000 lights might be lit from one light and not detract from it; just as a 

learned man is able to make a thousand others learned, and the more he gives, the more he has — 

so it Christ, our Lord, an infinite source of all grace, so that if the whole world would draw 

enough grace and truth from it to make the world all angels, yet is would not lose a drop; the 

fountain always runs over, full of grace. 

 Life is continual growth.  The more grace we appropriate, the more grace we receive.  And the 

more we do with that grace, the more we receive.  Only through God’s grace can we reach our potential.  

That is what John is talking about.  Grace just keeps coming. 
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JOHN’S IDENTITY 

 The religious leaders of Israel sent a group of priests out to interrogate John the Baptizer.  They 

ask five questions, and the first four questions have the goal of determining John the Baptizer’s identity.  

Their first question is pretty general.  They’re fishing for information.  They ask him who he is, and he 

lets them know he’s not the promised Messiah. 

 Next they ask John if he’s Elijah.  That seems like an odd question since Elijah was an Old 

Testament prophet, dead for hundreds of years.  But John shared some striking similarities with Elijah.  

Matthew described John’s appearance like this: “Now John had a camel-hair garment with a leather belt 

around his waist” (Matthew 3:4).  This is similar to what Elijah looked like: “A hairy man with a leather 

belt around his waist” (2 Kings 1:8).  Their similarities were more than skin deep.  They were both 

prophets of God who preached openly against sin, particularly in the lives of those who were supposed to 

be leading God’s people, and they both called people to repent of their sin. 

 Next they ask John, “Are you the Prophet?”  Notice they don’t ask him if he’s a prophet.  They 

ask him if he’s the Prophet.  They has in mind the prophecy of Moses: “The LORD your God will raise up 

for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers.  You must listen to him” (Deuteronomy 18:15).  

These Jewish leaders had missed the point of this prophecy.  Asking John if he was the Messiah and then 

asking him if he was the Prophet was redundant.  They should have understood the Prophet was the 

Messiah.  Peter (Acts 3) and then Stephen (Acts 7) both condemned the religious leaders because they not 

only missed the Prophet, but the killed him when they crucified Jesus Christ.  8

 They’ve learned their lesson.  This time they simply ask John who he is.  His answer is to allude 

to Isaiah 40:3: “I am a voice of one crying out in the wilderness.”  The context of Isaiah 40 is the return 

of Jewish exiles.  Because of the sin of His people, God sent Babylon to destroy Judah and to take the 

people captive.  But in Isaiah 40 He is promising to deliver them from their slavery.  This voice is crying 

that a road needs to be made for the exiles to return home.  Steep grades needed to be leveled.  Potholes 

needed to be filled.  Everything is to be made smooth because God is going to deliver His people.  This 

voice is in essence crying, “Prepare yourself for God’s salvation.”  John’s role, as the voice, was to 
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prepare God’s people for the salvation that would come through Jesus Christ.  John called people to 

repent, turn from their sin, and believe in Jesus as their Savior. 

 Moving forward into verses 29-34, John gives the eyewitness account of the Spirit descending on 

Jesus.  God himself had given John a message: “The one you see the Spirit descending and resting on — 

He is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit” (v. 33).  Then John witnesses the event (v. 32).  He had 

known Jesus as his cousin, but had not realized Jesus was the One sent from God (v. 31).  However, when 

he saw the Spirit rest on Jesus, it became clear.   

 That the Holy Spirit rested on Jesus is of particular importance.  The word rest is used in both 

verses 32 and 33.  In the Hebrew Testament, when the Holy Spirit came on a person to empower him for a 

specific task, it was temporary.  Yet the Spirit remained permanently on Jesus.  When John saw the Spirit 

descend and remain on Jesus, he recognized the fulfillment of the promise of God to send the Messiah.  

Joh testified to the deity of Jesus Christ in verse 34: “I have seen and testified that this is the Son of 

God.”  He does not hesitate or doubt.  John is clear: Jesus Christ is God. 

 What was John’s message? 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world! 

 In one sentence we have the essence of the Christian message.  For centuries Israel’s 

consciousness had been programmed with the idea of the sacrificial lamb.  With John’s statement, their 

Jewish minds went as far back as Abraham and Isaac in Genesis 22:7-8, when Isaac said, “Behold, the fire 

and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”  Abraham replied, “God will provide for 

Himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”  John’s hearers undoubtedly also thought of the Passover 

lamb, the application of its blood over the door, and those beautiful phrases from Isaiah 53:6-7: 

 All we like sheep have gone astray; 

  we have turned — every one — to his own way; 

 and the LORD has laid on Him 
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  the iniquity of us all. 

  

 He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, 

  yet He opened not His mouth; 

 like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

  and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

 so He opened not His mouth. 

 John’s statement made it clear that Jesus would be a sacrifice for sin.  God had provided the 

Lamb for their deepest need! 

 The Lamb is our eternal message.  The encounter between Abraham and Isaac prophesied His 

sacrifice.  The Passover applied the principles of His sacrifice,  Isaiah 53 personified His sacrifice.  John 

1 identified the sacrifice.  And it is magnified in Revelation 5:9-14.  The sacrificial death of Christ — this 

is the essence of our message.  9

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. What is John’s message? 

2. How does Isaiah 53 tie-in with John’s message? 

3. Are you pointing other people’s attention to Jesus as you go about your daily life?  What 

opportunities exist for you to tell people about Jesus and your church? 

4. What would it look like if the gospel radically took root in your neighborhood and region? 

5. Would ‘witness’ be a fitting description for you? 

6. Why does the Holy Spirit permanently rest upon Jesus? 

7. How can the message that Jesus came to die as the Lamb of God be a message of hope?
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