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4 WHO IS GOD?

I. Our Personal Impressions on God and the Story of the Bible
a. Do you believe in God? Why or why not?
If so, what do you think God is like?

b. Do you think the Bible is credible/trustworthy? Have you ever
read the Bible? Why do most people find it hard to understand?

c. This picture is a simple way to illustrate the story of the Bible.

What do you think each one means?

Il. Who is God?
a. Read Genesis 1:1; 2:7

God is:

b. Read Isaiah 6:3-5
God is:

c. Read Psalm 9: 7-8; James 2:10
God is:

d. Read Exodus 34:6-7
God is:

Discussion Questions:
1. How have these characteristics of God changed how you

think about Him?

2. Look at the Spiritual Journey diagram in the tools section
What step would best describe where you are currently?

3. What questions do you have in light of taking
the next steps in your spiritual journey?



VERSES ’

Genesis 1:1
1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

Genesis 2:7

7 then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living
creature.

Isaiah 6: 3-5

3 And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of
hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”4 And the foundations of the
thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled
with smoke. 5 And | said: “Woe is me! For | am lost; for | am a man of
unclean lips, and | dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my
eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”

Psalm 9:7-8

7 But the Lord sits enthroned forever; he has established his throne for
justice, 8 and he judges the world with righteousness; he judges the
peoples with uprightness.

James 2:10
10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become
guilty of all of it.

Exodus 34:6-7

6 The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love
and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the
children's children, to the third and the fourth generation.”



6 WHO IS MAN?

If you were to stand before God, and He asked, “Why should | let you into heaven?”
What would you say? What reason would you give?

I. What was man created for?
a. Read Genesis 1:26-28
i. What is the primary purpose of God creating man?

ii. What does it mean to be created in God's image?

II. What happened to mankind?
a. Read Genesis 3: 1-7

i. What were the implications of Adam and Eve disobeying
God?

b. Read Genesis 3: 8-13
i. How did Adam and Eve respond to God?

c. Read Jeremiah 2:13

i. Because of our sin, what do we turn to for satisfaction apart
from God?

I1l. What is man's condition before God?
a. Read Ephesians 2:1-3
i. Who are we apart from God?

b. Read Romans 3:11-12, 23
i. What does this verse say about our desire for God?

c. Read James 2:10
i. Who, if anyone, is innocent?

IV. Can man (by his own works) get right with God?
a. Read Isaiah 64:6
i. Why or why not?

b. What hope is there in knowing our good works cannot get us right
with God?

Discussion Question:

1. After what we learned about mankind, does it change your
answer to the first question?



VERSES 7

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth. So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he created them. And God blessed them. And
God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth”

Genesis 3:1-7

"Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field the
Lord God had made. He said to the woman, 'Did God actually say, 'you
shall not eat of any tree in the garden?' and the woman said to the
serpent ' We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said
'vou shall not eat the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden,
neither shall you touch it, lest you die.' But the serpent said to the
woman, 'You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing Good and
evil.'! So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that
the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of it's fruit and ate,
and she also gave some to her husband who was with her and he ate.
Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked.
and sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin clothes"

Genesis 3:8-13

"And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the Garden in the
cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord
God called to the man and said to him, 'Where are you?' And he said, "l
heard the doing of you in the garden and | was afraid, because | was
naked and | hid myself.' He said, 'Who told you that you were naked? Have
you eaten of the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?' The man
said, 'The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the
tree and | ate. Then the Lord God said to the woman 'what is this that you
have done?' The woman said 'The serpent deceived me and | ate."




Jeremiah 2:13

“My people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain
of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns
that can hold no water.”

Ephesians 2:1-3

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked,
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the
air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among
whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the
desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath,
like the rest of mankind.

Romans 3:11-12, 23

“None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God.
All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does
good, not even one.” For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God...

James 2:10
For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty
of all of it.

Isaiah 64:6
“We have all become like one who is unclean and all of our righteous deeds
are like a polluted garment.”




NOTES



10 WHO IS JESUS?

On a scale of 0-10, how sure are you that God would let you into heaven? Explain.

I. Look at the Bridge Diagram on Page 15.
Il. Significance of Jesus and His Life.

a. What do these verses say about the kind of man
Jesus is, and why is it important?
i. Read John 1:1-3, 14
Jesus is:

ii. Read 2 Corinthians 5:21
Jesus is:

iii. Read John 14:6
Jesus is:

b. Jesus' Crucifixion
i. Summarize together Isaiah 53.

ii. What was significant about Jesus' death?
iii. Why did He have to die?

c. Jesus' Resurrection (Luke 24:1-7)
i. Read Romans 6:5-6
ii. Read 1 Peter 1:3
iii. What is the importance of Jesus' resurrection?

d. How does someone obtain a relationship with
Christ?
i. Read Ephesians 2:8-9
ii. Read Titus 3:3-5

Discussion Questions:
In light of what we have read, how would you answer
the question at the beginning?

How has this impacted how you think about having a
relationship with God or how you feel about salvation?



1

VERSES

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were
made through him, and without him was not any thing made that
was made.

14. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace
and truth.

2 Corinthians 5:21
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God.

John 14:6
| am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.

Isaiah 53:4-5

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was
pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his
wounds we are healed.

Romans 6:5-6

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that
our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin
might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be
enslaved to sin.

1 Peter 1:3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to
his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

Titus 3:3-5

For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to
various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy,
hated by others and hating one another. But when the goodness
and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy
Spirit ...

Ephesians 2:8-9

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one
may boast.



" HOW DO WE RESPOND TO JESUS?

I. How do we respond to the Gospel?

a. Read Mark 1:15-20
What does Jesus call people to do in these verses?

Repent
i. Read Acts 3:19
ii. What does it mean to repent?

Believe
i. What is the belief that Jesus calls us to? How
is it different than just acknowledging His
existence?

Follow
i. Read Luke 9:23-24
ii. What is Jesus calling people to do here? What
would that look like for you?

II. What does it look like to follow Jesus?
a. Look at the Circle Diagram in the Tools Section.
b. Read Galatians 2:20
What does it look like to no longer live for yourself,
but to live for Christ?
[Il. Count the Cost
a. Look at Counting the Cost in the Tools Section.
b. Read Philippians 3:7-8
i. After counting the costs, what do you think

could hold you back from following Jesus?

Go back to the Spiritual Journey Tool. Where would you
place yourself now?

Do you want to put your faith in Jesus?

How can we continue to help you take steps towards
Christ?



VERSES h

Mark 1:15-20

and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand;
repent and believe in the gospel." Passing alongside the Sea of
Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a
net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them,
"Follow me, and | will make you become fishers of men." And
immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on a
little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother,
who were in their boat mending the nets. And immediately he called
them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired
servants and followed him.

Acts 3:19
Repent therefore, and turn to God, so that your sins may be
wiped out.

Luke 9:23-24

And he said to all, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever
would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake
will save it."

Galatians 2:20

| have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ
who lives in me. And the life | now live in the flesh | live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Philippians 3:7-8

But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for the sake of Christ.
Indeed, | count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the
loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that | may
gain Christ.
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T00LS
SPIRITUAL JOURNEY DIAGRAM (PAGE 3)

1. Times Square

Anyone who has stepped into Times Square understands
what it means to be a passive observer, overwhelmed
and distracted by all that is around you. This is how
many of us start our spiritual journey: a passive observer
simply going through life taking in the surroundings. Only
when confronted with the facts of this can someone
move forward.

2. Questioning

Once moved past Times Square, the next step is
Questioning. What do | believe? Why do | believe it?
What is my purpose? Who is God? Beginning the
process of asking big life questions is the only way to
continue on the Spiritual Journey

3. Investigating

True Investigation follows Questioning. Who does
the Bible say that God is? Do | understand my need
for a relationship? No longer is just asking the
question enough, answers must be sought.



Open to change

Once the investigation part of the journey is over one
must ask the heart level question “Am | open to change?”
Commitment to Christ implies a reorienting of every
aspect of life and thus cannot be taken lightly

4, Commitment

Investigation demands a response. There comes a
peint in every Spiritual journey where you ask the
question: Am | all in? Do | understand my need for
Jesus? Do | want a relationship with God?

5. Growth

The final point in the spiritual journey is in fact only
the beginning. A lifetime of deepening and walking
with God await.

15
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TOOLS CONTINUED

|. BRIDGE DIAGRAM (PAGE 9)

ROMANS 6:23
"FOR THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH,
BUT THE FREE GIFT OF GOD
IS ETERNAL LIFE IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD."

BUT



TOOLS CONTINUED

[l. CIRCLE DIAGRAM (PAGE 11)

Self-Centered Life Christ-Centered Life

Which circle best represents your life?

[1l. COUNTING THE COSTS (PAGE 11)

What do | lose? What do | gain?

17



JOHN QUIET TIME PLAN

After every reading, ask these questions and write down your
answers. What did | learn about God? What did | learn about myself?
What did | learn about others?

Day 1 Day 16

John 1 John 14:1-14
Day 2 Day 17

John 2 John 14:15-31
Day 3 Day 18

John 3 John 15

Day 4 Day 19

John 4 John 16:1-15
Day 5 Day 20

John 5 John 16:16-33
Day 6 Day 21

John 6:1-29 John 17

Day 7 Day 22

John 6:30-71 John 18:1-14
Day 8 Day 23

John 7 John 18:15-27
Day 9 Day 24

John 8 John 18:28-40
Day 10 ay 25

John 9 John 19:1-15
Day 11 Day 26

John 10:1-21 John 19:16-30
Day 12 Day 27

John 10:22-42 John 19:31-42
Day 13 Day 28

John 11 John 20:1-18
Day 14 Day 29

John 12 John 20:19-31
Day 15 Day 30

John 13 John 21



NOTES






