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A 28-DAY DEVOTIONAL

Follow Your Heart
and Other Lies We Believe

A companion devotional to the sermon series in 2nd Peter



WEEK 1

Just Follow Your Heart
2 Peter 1:1-11

The world hands us this line so often we barely notice it anymore: Just follow your heart. It sounds
brave. It sounds honest. It's also, according to Scripture, one of the more dangerous pieces of
advice a person can take. This week, in the opening verses of 2nd Peter, we'll see what God offers
instead of a heart to follow. He’s a Savior we can trust, a mind to renew, and a life He intends to
work for you, in you, and with you,.



WEEK 1 - DAY 1

Not Enough Righteousness of Your Own

2 PETER 1:1

"Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained a faith
of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ."

REFLECTION

Peter opens his letter with a confession. He calls himself a servant before he calls himself an
apostle, Servant first, then authority. The faith he's writing about isn't earned, it's received.
"Obtained" really means "given." This is important because the series we're starting is about lies we
believe, and the first lie hiding underneath all the others is this: Somewhere inside you is a good
enough heart to follow.

Of all the disciples, Peter knew better. This is the man who denied Jesus three times in a single
night standing by a charcoal fire while swearing he didn't know Him. This is the man who, at the
transfiguration, opened his mouth when he should have stayed silent. On his best day of faith,
Peter told Jesus: "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Then, he turned around three
verses later and rebuked Jesus for talking about going to the cross. Peter was impulsive,
inconsistent, and occasionally spectacularly wrong. Yet here he is, decades later in 67 AD, writing a
book in the Bible and calling himself an apostle of Jesus Christ. It's not because his heart finally got
reliable. It was because Jesus' righteousness got applied to his sin account instead.

That's the whole gospel in a single sentence: Not righteousness based on something I've done, but
righteousness given to me by Jesus from what He did on the Cross. When Jesus died on the Cross,
it counted for Peter and he knew it. His sin debt was erased and replaced with right standing
(righteousness) with God. There are two kinds of people who walk into church. There are the ones
strutting in and confident their own goodness is enough. But there are the others who come limping
in who are certain their own failures disqualify them from right standing with God. The gospel has
the same answer for both. Nobody's own record is going to hold up before a holy God, and
nobody's failures are final, because standing isn't obtained by your performance. It's obtained by
receiving what Jesus already did. It's receiving the grace of God into your life.

Whatever mess you are walking in today, whatever version of yourself you're embarrassed by, you
don't need a more impressive spiritual resume. You need what Peter had. A faith given by grace,
resting entirely on what Jesus did, not on what you can manage to feel or produce today.

APPLICATION
* Where have you been trying to earn standing with God instead of receiving it?

¢ If your standing with God depended on your own righteousness today, how would that change
the way you're living?

I PRAYER



Father, thank you that my standing with you was never about what | could produce. Thank
you for the righteousness of Jesus, given freely, received by faith. Teach me to walk today
resting in what he did, not striving to be enough on my own. Amen.

WEEK 1 - DAY 2

Grace and Peace, Multiplied

2 PETER 1:2

"May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our
Lord."”

REFLECTION

Do you need peace in your life? Peace in your relationships, home, work, or marriage. How does
peace come to us? What about grace? Where do you need the fresh breeze of God’s grace to blow
across your parched life and bring springs of living water to refresh it? Many people think it's in
trying harder. When you read the Bible, it's important to note what it says and what it doesn’t say.
Peter doesn’t say grace and peace will be multiplied to you if you get your act together. Or if you
finally break the habit. Or if your marriage gets fixed. Or your finances stabilize. He says grace and
peace comes through knowledge of God. This isn't information about God like the way you'd know
facts about a historical figure. It's the kind of knowing that involves intimacy, relationship, and
walking closely enough with someone that you recognize their voice, their character, their heart.

So much of what passes for spiritual growth in our culture is just self-improvement with a Bible
verse taped on. Here are five habits of highly effective Christians, better boundaries, a cleaner
morning routine. None of that is bad, but none of it multiplies grace and peace to us. Peace isn'ta
gift you are given. Peace is found in a person you know. We see a glimpse of this in human
relationships. Have you ever been with someone who sets your mind at peace? When | (Pastor
Phil) was in college, the semester was bearing down on me hard. | went home at Thanksgiving very
discouraged and overwhelmed. | visited an older friend of mine, Vic Hellard Jr, who happened to
run the state government of Kentucky (long story). While pouring out my struggle in his office, his
calming words and gentle presence gave me a peace that helped me keep going. Years later, after
he died suddenly, the newspaper described him as “a calm force at the storm’s center” of state
government. Indeed! But how much greater is the Lord Jesus! The deeper you go with God, the
more you walk with Him, the more grace and peace multiplies in your life. Not because your
circumstances change, but because you're increasingly anchored to Someone who doesn't.

Think about how much of your search for peace over the years has actually been a search for the
right circumstance: the right job that would finally settle you, the right relationship, the right amount
in the bank account, the right season of life. Circumstances are a shifting foundation. They go up,
they go down, and your peace goes with them. But peace anchored in the knowledge of God
doesn't rise and fall with your week. It's available on your best Tuesday and your worst one. If your
life feels like a search for the next thing that will finally calm you down, this verse is an invitation to



stop looking sideways and start looking up. The peace you're chasing already is found by knowing
someone. Seek Him!
APPLICATION

* Where in your life are you currently looking for peace in a circumstance rather than in the
knowledge of Christ?

* What would it look like this week to pursue knowing God, not just knowing about him?

PRAYER

Lord, | confess | often look for peace in things that were never meant to hold it. Multiply your
grace and peace in me today, not through my circumstances changing, but through knowing
you more. Amen.

WEEK 1 - DAY 3

A New Heart, a New Nature

2 PETER 1:3-4

"His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted
to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world
because of sinful desire."

REFLECTION

God doesn't ask you to follow the heart you have. He gives you a new one. In an instant, the
moment you trust Christ, God takes a heart of stone and gives you a heart of flesh, with Jesus
enthroned at the center of it. Theologians call this justification, the pronouncement of a holy God
that because of what Jesus did, you are forgiven, cleansed, and made new. It happens all at once,
completely, the moment faith is placed in Christ.

But here's what nobody tells you when you come to Christ. You still wake up the next morning with
the same mind, the same habits of thought, the same scar tissue you had the day before. Think
about what happens when you move into a new house. For weeks, you reach for a light switch that
isn't where you think it is. You drive toward your old street out of sheer muscle memory before you
catch yourself and turn around. None of that means the move didn't happen. It means your body is
still catching up to a change that's already real. That's what the Christian life is like in the early
going, and honestly, at every stage after it. The heart changes instantly. The mind changes over
time. That's not a contradiction; it's the design of god.

This is why Scripture never treats sanctification (becoming like Jesus) as instantaneous. It talks
about renewal, transformation, and being conformed as a process. God has already given you
everything you need for life and godliness. Divine power, not self-help. Not a list of habits to white-
knuckle your way through life, but actual resurrection power available to you right now. The
question isn't whether you have what it takes. You already have it. The question is whether you'll let
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Him keep reprogramming what's between your ears to match what's already true in your heart. That
happens one day, one thought, one small act of obedience at a time.

APPLICATION

* What old pattern of thinking do you find yourself returning to, even though you know it doesn't
reflect who you now are in Christ?

* Google search for God’s promises for your life, relationships, etc. Pick one. What "precious
and very great promise" do you need to stand on this week?

PRAYER

God, thank you for the new heart you've already given me. Do the work of renewing my mind,
replacing the old ruts with new ones, and help me live today like the person you've already
made me to be. Amen.

WEEK 1 - DAY 4

The Trouble With Following Your Heart

JEREMIAH 17:9; ROMANS 12:2

"The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it? ...
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and
perfect.”

REFLECTION

Somebody sold us a lie a long time ago, and it sounds so good we tell people all the time to do it:
Follow your heart! Try telling a sixteen-year-old with a driver's license that his heart is a reliable
compass. Try telling a marriage that's drifting toward temptation that whatever it's feeling must be
true. Jeremiah says the heart is deceitful above all things. He didn’t say occasionally unreliable, not
mostly trustworthy with a few blind spots, but deceitful above everything else you could name.
That's a sobering diagnosis. It's aimed at every human heart, including the one beating in your
chest right now.

Yet, our culture keeps handing us the same prescription, repackaged in a thousand slogans: Trust
your gut, live your truth, do what feels right for you. Nobody's arguing that feelings don't matter.
Feelings are real. They tell you what’s going on inside of you and ignoring them entirely isn't the
answer either. But the Bible offers a different way than the one the world sells. It doesn't say ignore
your heart or hate your feelings. It says the mind gets renewed first, and the heart gets brought
along behind it.

Here's why that order matters: Every action starts with a thought. Before you do something, you feel
something. Before you feel something, you think something. Change the thought, and eventually
you change the feeling, and eventually you change the action. That's why Paul doesn't say "follow
your heart.” He says, "be transformed by the renewal of your mind." The battlefield of the Christian



life isn't primarily your emotions even though that's where the pain shows up first. It's what you're
choosing to think about, dwell on, and rehearse, day after day, until new thought patterns replace
the old ones. That process takes time to develop, but it leads somewhere better.

APPLICATION

* What's one specific area right now where your feelings and God's Word are pointing in different
directions?

* What would it look like to renew your mind on that specific issue this week? Maybe a verse to
memorize?

PRAYER

Father, my heart has led me astray before, and | don't want to repeat that pattern. Renew my
mind by your Word. Help me think rightly so that, over time, | feel rightly and live rightly.
Amen.

WEEK 1 - DAY 5

Grace-Driven Effort

2 PETER 1:5-7

"For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue
with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and
steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly
affection with love."

REFLECTION

Now that we're saved, what do we do? Do we make an effort to do anything or just stay content that
we're saved? If you've ever wondered whether grace makes effort unnecessary, here's Peter's
answer: For this very reason (because of everything God has already done for you) make every
effort. That phrase isn't a contradiction of grace. It's a response to it. Think of it like a vitamin
supplement. It doesn’t replace the meal but it's something to help you stay healthy. Jesus has
already accomplished everything necessary for you to be saved the moment you trusted Him. You
became fully forgiven and fully free. But in order for our lives to be different, we need to make an
effort to supplement.

What does that mean? God calls you to add, link by link, like a chain: virtue, knowledge, self-
control, steadfastness, godliness, brotherly affection, and love. How do we do that? By trying really
hard to be self-controlled or godly? No. Let’s take an example. When a climbing vine stays close
and attaches itself to a trellis, the vine receives the physical support that lets it reach more sunlight
and grow taller and stronger than it could on its own. The proximity and attachment to the trellis is
key. In the same way, God’s grace produces fruit (self-control, godliness, love) in our life when we
make an effort to add spiritual disciplines into our lives. This isn’t legalism. These are grace-driven
tools God uses in our life to bring peace and grace into our life through His presence. What are the
spiritual disciplines? The promises of God, people of God, and presence of God. The promises of
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God are found in the Bible. Reading your Bible consistently through a daily plan and taking the time
to absorb what He’s saying to you brings His Word close. Connecting with other believers through
small groups and classes (community), serving others, and being generous is where we experience
God’s presence in a new way through the people of God. Lastly, the presence of God is found in
worship, prayer and rest. These spiritual disciplines don’t earn us any brownie points with God. Like
the vine, they position us to receive what God has promised.

APPLICATION

* Which quality in this list do you sense God is currently developing in you, and where's the
resistance?

* What's one grace-driven discipline you could add this week, not to earn favor, but to walk in the
favor you already have?

PRAYER

Lord, | don't want to confuse effort with earning. Help me make every effort this week as a
response to grace, not a bid for it. Grow these qualities in me; not for my glory, but so my life
reflects yours. Amen.

WEEK 1 - DAY 6

Don't Waste What God Gave You

2 PETER 1:8-9

"For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective
or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities
is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former
sins.”

REFLECTION

There's a strange kind of amnesia Peter describes here. A Christian who has genuinely been
cleansed by Christ but lives like he's forgotten it. He calls it near-sighted and blind. Not because
they aren’t Christians, but because their faith has stopped shaping how they see anything in their
life. That's what happens when we stop pursuing the qualities from yesterday's reading: virtue,
knowledge, self-control, love. It doesn't erase what God has done by giving us a new heart. It just
stops being visible in our life. It's still true. It's just no longer functioning.

Picture someone who was once seriously ill, nursed back to full health by doctors, medicine and
changing their lifestyle, and then within a few years, starts living like the sickness never mattered.
They ignore the things that nearly cost them their life. This is the picture Peter is painting. Cleansed
from your former sins is not a small detail to forget. It's the hinge on which your entire identity now
turns. You have been forgiven, redeemed, adopted and cleansed. You are a different person. Yet
it's possible to walk around every day having genuinely forgotten it, not because you renounced it,
but because you stopped letting it shape your choices and you stopped connecting it to your daily
decisions.



God has equipped you with everything for life and godliness, and it's possible to not use it. Sit on it.
Let it go unfruitful. You've been given something extraordinary. The divine power of God is at work
at us and we can waste it on lesser things because they're easier or more immediately satisfying
than the slower work of actually growing.

This isn't about trying to earn our salvation. Our salvation is secure. This is about being “miserably
saved.” Years ago, there was a prisoner in a farm labor camp in Tennessee who had been
pardoned by the governor of the state. But somewhere along the way, the message never got to the
prisoner. For years, he continued to be a prisoner living out his incarceration at the farm camp. It
wasn’t until somebody brought the pardon to his attention that he was able to be free. We all know
Christians like this who are pardoned but not free. Free but still living in bondage to the old patterns
of living and thinking. Let us not squander the gift that cost Jesus everything He had by forgetting
that we are free to live a different way.

APPLICATION

* Where might spiritual "nearsightedness" be showing up in your life right now? Maybe a place
where you've stopped applying what you know to be true?

* What would it look like this week to actively remember what Christ has cleansed you from?

PRAYER

God, don't let me forget what you've done for me. Keep the cross close enough that | see
clearly, not just what's in front of me today, but who | am because of what Jesus already
accomplished. Amen.

WEEK 1 - DAY 7
Confirm Your Calling

2 PETER 1:10-11

"Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you
practice these qualities you will never fall. For in this way there will be richly provided for
you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ."

REFLECTION

We've spent this week discovering that the heart the world tells you to follow needs to be led, not
obeyed. God works for you, in you, and with you to give you a righteousness you didn't earn, a
peace that doesn't depend on your circumstances, and a mind He's actively renewing. This closing
charge ties it all together by charging us to make our salvation visible to yourself first and then to
everyone watching your life unfold over time.

A life marked by the qualities Peter listed across this chapter isn't proof you're trying to be saved.
It's proof you already are. That's an important distinction, because it's easy to hear a list like virtue,
self-control, steadfastness, godliness, brotherly affection, love and start treating it like a
performance review. A checklist you're perpetually failing. But Peter is making the opposite point.
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These qualities are the evidence that you’re growing slowly, imperfectly, over the course of a
lifetime and that something real happened when you got saved.

Notice the promise attached he attached: You will never fall. That doesn’t mean we will never
stumble. It means you won't ultimately be lost and lose your footing on the road that leads home to
God. There's a rich entrance being prepared for you into a kingdom that doesn't end, doesn't decay,
and doesn't run out. This promise settles the anxiety in us if we've been carrying around a quiet fear
that our inconsistency disqualifies us.

So as this week closes, the question isn't "Did | follow my heart well enough." The better question is
"Am | following the one who gave me a new heart in the first place?" That's the difference between
a life built on shifting feelings and a life built on the finished work of Jesus. One collapses under its
own weight and the other holds no matter what the day brings.

APPLICATION
e Looking back over this week, what's one specific way God has been working for you or in you?

* What's one practice you want to carry forward to keep confirming, in your daily life, the calling
God has already given you?

PRAYER

Father, thank you for calling me and holding me. Let my life this week be evidence of the new
heart you've given me, not chasing feelings, but following you. Keep my feet steady, and carry
me all the way home. Amen.
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WEEK 2

Did God Really Say?

2 Peter 1:12-21

Every generation gets its own version of the question the enemy first whispered in the garden: Did
God really say that? This week we're not defending the Bible against sincere doubt. Sincere doubt
is the kind of honest questioning that always deserves an honest answer. We're standing on the
reliability of a book that has been witnessed, confirmed, and preserved, and asking a harder
question: Now that we know it's true, will we actually live under its authority?
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WEEK 2 - DAY 1

Not a Myth, But a Memory

2 PETER 1:16

"For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty."

REFLECTION

Every few years, right around Christmas or Easter, some documentary resurfaces the old claim that
the Bible is just a book of legends and embellished stories dressed up as history. Peter answers
that charge before it was even fully formed. He's near the end of his life, facing exactly this
accusation. The accusation was that the apostles inflated the story of Jesus to gain influence and
power. His defense isn't a philosophical argument. It's a memory. | was there. | saw it. I'm not telling
you what I've heard about; I'm telling you what | watched with my own eyes, over three years, up
close and personal.

That matters, because eyewitness testimony, before audio, video, or any of our modern ways of
verifying a claim, was the strongest evidence a court had. Here's what skeptics of the "legend
theory" often overlook: Legends need time and distance to grow. They typically require multiple
generations passing before a story can be exaggerated past the point of correction, because as
long as eyewitnesses are alive, they can simply say, "That's not what happened. | was there." Paul
says this in 1st Corinthians, written within twenty years of the resurrection --- not centuries later ---
where he names witnesses to the resurrected Christ who could still be interviewed at the time he
wrote. Go ask them, he says. That's not the language of someone building a myth. That's the
language of someone confident that the facts will hold up under scrutiny.

This wasn't a legend that grew over centuries in the dark, shaped and reshaped by oral tradition
until nobody could trace it back to an origin. It was reported, in public, in writing, while the very
people who could contradict it, many of whom were hostile withesses with every incentive to expose
a fraud, were still alive to do so. Faith in Christ was never meant to be a leap in the dark. Faith is
not a blind hope. Faith is a step onto solid, withessed ground, tested by real historical scrutiny and
is still standing.

APPLICATION

* Where have you absorbed the cultural assumption that Christianity is more myth than history,
even without examining it?

* How does knowing your faith rests on eyewitness testimony, not invented legend, change how
confidently you can share it?

PRAYER

Lord, thank you that my faith isn't built on a story someone made up. Build my confidence in
the truth of your Word, so that when doubt creeps in, | remember: This was witnessed, not
invented. Amen.
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WEEK 2 - DAY 2

A Voice From the Mountain

2 PETER 1:17-18

"For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to
him by the Majestic Glory, "This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased,"” we
ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy
mountain.”

REFLECTION

Peter is pointing back to one specific moment specifically the mount of transfiguration. This is when
Jesus's humanity was peeled back for just a few minutes and Peter, James, and John caught a
glimpse of His actual glory which was blazing and unmistakable. It's classic that Peter’s first instinct
in the middle of one of the most sacred moments in Scripture was to open his mouth and suggest
building something. It's a well-meaning but completely tone-deaf response to what he was
witnessing. Yet, he never forgot something about that moment decades later. The voice of God!

It wasn’t a goose-bump feeling or an emotional high that he talked himself into. He heard an
audible declaration from God the Father that Jesus is the Son of God. With Jesus, there appeared
Moses and Elijah. This is symbolic. Moses represented everything God had commanded in the Ten
Commandments. Elijah represented everything God had promised through the prophets. Jesus
represented the fulfillment of everything God promised in the Old Testament in one man to all
human beings. The promise of God through the prophets and through Moses was that God would
write His law on the hearts of men. In other words, He will change a person from the inside out
through His power to live as He called them to live for His glory and be a light to the nations.
Through Jesus, this would be accomplished. The Father spoke and said listen to Him.

If you wonder whether Jesus is worth trusting with your whole life with --- your marriage, your
money, your future, the decision sitting in front of you right now --- Peter isn't offering an opinion.
He's offering what he personally heard on a mountain: Jesus is the way, truth and life. He is worthy
of putting your whole life in His hands.

The reliability of your faith doesn't rest on how strongly you feel about Jesus today, which is good
news on the days your feelings are running low. It rests on what happened, was witnessed and
confirmed by God himself in a moment that didn't depend on anyone's emotional state to be true.

APPLICATION

* When your feelings about God are inconsistent, what anchors can you return to that don't
depend on your emotional state?

* How does it change your prayer life to remember that Jesus has already been publicly
confirmed by the Father and that nothing is riding on your ability to feel convinced?

PRAYER
Father, thank you for confirming your Son so clearly. When my own certainty wavers, remind
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me that the truth doesn't wobble with my feelings. Anchor my faith in what happened, not just
what | currently feel. Amen.

WEEK 2 - DAY 3

Eight to One

2 PETER 1:19

"And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay
attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star
rises in your hearts."

REFLECTION

About a quarter of the Bible, at the time it was written, was prophecy. Prophecy is telling the future
before it happened. There are dozens of major prophecies about the coming Messiah, written
hundreds of years before Jesus was born. His birthplace, the manner of his death, the specifics of
His betrayal, etc. These are details no one could have engineered even with the most careful
planning. Statisticians who've tried to calculate the odds of one person accidentally fulfilling even a
handful of them arrive at numbers so large they're almost impossible to picture, the kind of
probability you'd associate with an event that simply doesn't happen by chance.

That's not luck. That's design, written long in advance and fulfilled in exact detail. This reality has
implications for the trustworthiness of the rest of the Bible. A God who can orchestrate history that
precisely across hundreds of years is not a God whose Word is casually unreliable on the parts of
scripture we'd rather not deal with.

Peter says pay attention to the Bible like a lamp in a dark place. A lamp and a floodlight are two
different things. A floodlight shows you everything in an area. But a lamp shows you the next step
and no more. If you've ever walked down an unfamiliar hallway at night carrying nothing but a
flashlight, you know the feeling. You can see exactly enough to take the next step safely and not
one inch further. That's frustrating if you want the whole map laid out in advance. But it's how God's
guidance works in your life more often than not. He rarely hands you the whole map, the five-year
plan, the certainty about how it all resolves. He gives you enough light for today, and asks you to
trust Him with tomorrow one faithful step at a time.

APPLICATION

* Where in your life right now do you wish you had a floodlight when God seems to only be
offering a lamp?

* What's the "next step" of obedience God has already made clear, even if the bigger picture
isn't visible yet?

PRAYER

Lord, thank you for a word that's proven trustworthy again and again. | don't need the whole
road lit up today — just help me walk faithfully in the light you've already given. Amen.
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WEEK 2 - DAY 4

Written by God, in the Voice of Man

2 PETER 1:20-21

"Knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own
interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit."”

REFLECTION

One of the strangest and most beautiful things about the Bible is that it's fully God's Word and
unmistakably written in a human voice, both at once, with no contradiction between the two.
"Carried along" is a sailing image. The wind fills the sail and moves the boat exactly where the wind
intends, precisely where the captain steering the wind wants it to go, even while the boat still has its
own shape, its own character and its own particular way of cutting through the water. That's how the
Holy Spirit worked through the biblical writers across fifteen hundred years and roughly forty
different authors.

Peter's letters sound impulsive and action-driven, full of urgency and immediate response, because
that was Peter. You can practically hear him talking. Paul's letters read like a legal brief, point by
point, tightly argued, building an airtight case, because that was Paul, a trained rabbinic mind
putting his gifts to use. John's writing carries a tenderness and simplicity that was distinctly John,
the disciple who leaned on Jesus at the last supper and never stopped writing from that heart
posture. Yet in and through all of it --- the impulsiveness, the logic, the tenderness --- God was
directing exactly where the boat went, and what got written down, and how it was preserved.

This is why the Bible isn't forty contradictory voices arguing past each other. It's forty different
personalities, writing across vastly different circumstances and centuries, in remarkable agreement
about who God is, what's wrong with the world, and what He's done to fix it. You and | can't get four
people to agree on the details of a minor fender bender they all witnessed firsthand five minutes
ago. That kind of coherence, across that much time, through that many authors, writing in different
languages, different cultures, different centuries, isn't an accident of history. It's a Spirit-authored,
human-voiced, singular story, carried along exactly where it needed to go.

APPLICATION

* Has doubt ever crept in around the human authorship of Scripture? Have you ever thought the
idea that if people wrote it, it can't fully be God's word? How does this verse address that?

* What's one book of the Bible whose distinct "voice" you've noticed and how has that author's
personality helped you see God more clearly?

PRAYER

Father, thank you for a Word that is fully yours and fully human. Not distant, not sterile, but
alive with the voices you chose to carry it. Help me trust it completely, as your own. Amen.
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WEEK 2 - DAY 5

Above the Word, or Under It

PSALM 119:105
"Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path."

REFLECTION

Once you've settled the question of whether the Bible is trustworthy, a second, harder question
shows up: Will you actually submit to it? There's a real difference between agreeing the Bible is
reliable in principle and living underneath its authority in practice. Plenty of people can pass a quiz
on why Scripture is historically credible and still quietly treat it as optional whenever it collides with
what they'd rather do.

Until something in scripture bothers you, challenges you, or asks something of you that your flesh
doesn't want to give, you haven't really submitted to it. Real submission means there are places in
God's Word that you don't naturally desire to obey, but you do it anyway. That's an uncomfortable
place for us because it means agreement isn't the same thing as submission. A soldier who only
follows orders he already agreed with isn't really under command. He's just doing what he wanted
to do anyway and calling it obedience.

This book is, honestly, an equal opportunity offender. It will step on your politics, your relationships,
your money, your plans, no matter who you are or where you land on anything --- young or old,
conservative or liberal, longtime believer or brand new to all of this. If you've never once felt
challenged or corrected by something you've read, it's worth asking honestly whether you're reading
it as an authority over your life or as a menu you get to pick from, keeping the parts that affirm you
and skipping past the parts that don't.

The alternative to submission isn't neutrality. It's quietly putting yourself above the Word instead of
underneath it. Where we become the final judge of which parts still apply. Once you're the judge,
the Word has stopped functioning as a lamp to your feet. It's become, instead, a mirror that only
ever reflects what you already believed.

APPLICATION

* Is there a place in Scripture right now where you know what it says but you're resisting living it
out?

* What would it look like this week to treat a hard passage as authoritative over you, rather than
optional?

PRAYER

Lord, | don't want a comfortable relationship with your Word that only affirms what | already
think. Show me where I've been picking and choosing, and give me the courage to submit,
even when it costs me something. Amen.
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WEEK 2 - DAY 6

Three Times This Week

PSALM 1:2
"But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night."

REFLECTION

Nobody falls in love with reading Scripture on the first try. The first time you sit down with your
Bible, especially if it's genuinely new to you, it can feel like the first day back at the gym after
months off. It's awkward, slow, and your muscles unfamiliar with the motion. Sometimes you’re
wondering if it's even worth it. But something happens the more you show up the same way it does
at the gym. What once felt impossible starts to feel manageable and eventually, unexpectedly,
something close to enjoyable.

The psalmist doesn't describe a duty here, he describes a delight. He’s talking about someone who
meditates and chews on God's Word day and night the way you'd revisit a story or a song you can't
put down. It replays in your head hours after you first encountered it. That doesn't happen by
accident. It definitely doesn't happen from a single dramatic encounter with the Bible at a retreat or
a conference. It happens by repetition, over time, until what once felt like discipline starts to feel like
desire.

If you've never experienced that with your Bible, here's a practical, doable challenge: Three times
this week, not counting a Sunday service, find fifteen minutes --- a chair, a cup of coffee, whatever
gets you alert rather than sleepy --- and just read. Ask God to open your eyes before you start.
Solomon's prayer was simply, "Open my eyes that | may behold wonderful things in your law." Read
slowly, like dessert, not like a chore to rush through and check off. Ask what it means, then ask
what you're supposed to do with it. Head knowledge moving toward heart knowledge, and heart
knowledge moving toward an actual step of obedience.

Small, consistent exposure to God's Word does something a single dramatic experience never will.
It reshapes us quietly and gradually what we desire. Give it more than one try before you decide
whether it's for you.

APPLICATION
* What's realistically standing between you and three unhurried times in the Word this week?
* Pick a specific time and place right now when and where will you actually do this?

PRAYER

God, | want to delight in your Word, not just check a box. Help me carve out real time this
wee, and do the slow work of turning my duty into delight. Amen.
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WEEK 2 - DAY 7

From Reliability to Authority

JOHN 8:31-32

"So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.™

REFLECTION

This week we've walked through the case for why Scripture can be trusted --- eyewitness testimony,
fulfilled prophecy, the coherence of human authors carried along by the Spirit, a lamp that's proven
reliable across every step it's ever illuminated. But reliability was never meant to be the finish line.
At some point, everyone standing at this fork in the road has to move from "is this true" to "will | live
under it," and that second question is the one that costs us something.

Jesus says: If you abide in my word. That word abide means to stay in it, live inside it, let it be home
rather than a place you visit occasionally when it's convenient. Then, you'll actually know the truth
and the truth will set you free. That's both good news and hard news tucked into the same
sentence. The good news is real freedom is available. The hard news is that freedom assumes
you're currently in some kind of bondage. You can't set free someone who's already free. The
promise only makes sense if there's something you're currently stuck in that needs releasing.

Whatever lie you've been living under, whatever version of "Did God really say" has been
whispered to you about your money, your relationships, your identity, your past, or the thing you're
most ashamed of, this week's invitation is the same one Peter gave at the start: Walk by His light.
Let it actually lead you somewhere. A reliable Bible sitting unread on a shelf changes nothing. A
trustworthy Word abided in, returned to, obeyed even when it's inconvenient, is the only kind of truth
that has ever set anyone free.

APPLICATION

* What is one lie you've believed that this week's study of Scripture's reliability has helped you
see clearly?

* What does it look like, practically, to move from admiring God's Word to abiding in it this week?

PRAYER

Jesus, thank you for a Word | can actually stand on. Help me not just agree that it's true, but
abide in it --- live inside it --- so your truth can do the freeing work only it can do. Amen.
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WEEK 3

False Teaching & God's Word

2 Peter 2:1-22

False teaching rarely announces itself. It comes in the front door quoting Scripture, and then,
quietly, starts elevating your feelings above the Word until you can't tell the difference between
conviction and preference anymore. This week we'll trace the oldest trick in the book — "did God
really say" — and learn how to recognize the counterfeit by becoming deeply familiar with the
genuine.
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WEEK 3 - DAY 1

Secretly

2 PETER 2:1-3

"But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers
among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who
bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. And many will follow their
sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed. And in their greed
they will exploit you with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and
their destruction is not asleep.”

REFLECTION

Notice the word "secretly." False teaching, in Peter's warning, rarely walks in the front door
announcing that here's the counterfeit gospel. Nobody says, "Hi, I'm here to slowly move you away
from the actual teachings of Jesus." It comes in saying, "l believe the Bible, | love Jesus, | have
every allegiance to Christ" but then over months and years starts trading pieces of the real gospel
for something more comfortable one small substitution at a time.

Thomas Jefferson famously took scissors to his own Bible, physically cutting out every miracle,
every claim to Jesus's deity, every supernatural element he found intellectually inconvenient. He
kept only the moral teachings he found agreeable. That instinct didn't die with him or with the
1800s. It's alive in all of us anytime we quietly minimize a hard teaching and maximize a
comfortable one, keeping our own version of the Bible without ever picking up an actual pair of
SCissors.

The word "heresy" in the original language carries the sense of selecting, choosing, and twisting.
It's worth noticing that this usually isn't a wholesale rejection of Jesus. It's a reduction of Him. Keep
the grace and lose the holiness. Keep the love, lose the discernment on moral matters. Keep the
parts that feel good on a Sunday morning and discard the parts that asks something costly of you
on Monday. That's not an obvious rejection of the gospel that anyone would recognize as
dangerous. It's a more dangerous thing. It's a version of Jesus that looks close enough to the real
thing that most people never notice the substitution happened.

APPLICATION

* Where might you be tempted to "edit out" a part of Scripture's teaching that feels
uncomfortable keeping only what's convenient?

* How can you guard against gradually reshaping Jesus into someone easier to follow than the
one Scripture presents?

PRAYER

Lord, keep me from curating you into someone more comfortable. Help me receive the whole
counsel of your Word; the parts that comfort me and the parts that confront me. Amen.
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WEEK 3 - DAY 2

Did God Really Say?

GENESIS 3:1

"Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had
made. He said to the woman, "Did God actually say, "You shall not eat of any tree in the
garden'?"™

REFLECTION

Every temptation you and | will ever face is a rerun of the same original scene. In the garden, God's
commands were remarkably few: be fruitful and multiply, tend the garden, don't eat from one tree.
You could have fit the entirety of what God asked on an index card with room to spare. The very
first move the enemy makes isn't a direct assault. It's not a bold declaration that God is wrong or
doesn't exist. It's a question: Did God actually say that? Not a denial. A doubt, planted gently,
dressed up as innocent curiosity, as though it's simply a reasonable thing to wonder about.

That same question gets recycled endlessly today. Now, it's just with new subjects wearing the
same old mask. Did God really say that about marriage? About money? About sexuality? About
what you owe the people who've hurt you? Or what you owe the people you've hurt? The pattern,
once you learn to see it, is always identical: Question the command first, minimize the consequence
second, and then promise something better than obedience would ever give you. In the garden, that
promise sounded like "you will be like God, knowing good and evil." Today it might sound like "you
deserve to be happy," or "this is just who you really are," or "nobody actually gets hurt by this."
There's always some truth mixed into the lie. That's precisely what makes it work, and what made it
work on Eve, who wasn't foolish or naive, just genuinely deceived by something crafted to sound
almost reasonable.

The best defense isn't panicking every time doubt shows up or treating every question as an attack
to be crushed. It's recognizing the pattern the moment it starts, because you've become familiar
enough with the real voice of God through time in his Word, through a life of actually walking with
Him that the counterfeit is easier to spot before it gets very far.

APPLICATION

* What's a specific area of your life where you've caught yourself thinking, "did God really mean
that for me"?

* How familiar are you, honestly, with what God's Word says on that subject --- familiar enough
to recognize when something's twisting it?

PRAYER

Father, | don't want to fall for the oldest trick in the book. When doubt whispers "did God really
say," remind me what You said, and give me the courage to trust it. Amen.
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WEEK 3 - DAY 3

A Terrible Engine

1 JOHN 2:16

"For all that is in the world --- the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride
of life --- is not from the Father but is from the world."”

REFLECTION

A false teacher's most effective tool isn't usually bad logic that can be dismantled with a good
argument. It's elevated feelings which are much harder to argue with because they feel so personal,
so undeniably real. "The God | serve would never give me desires he didn't want me to fulfill" is one
of the most common and most convincing lies believers tell themselves, precisely because it
sounds spiritual, even reverent, wrapped in language about God's character rather than a bald
rejection of him. But feelings, however real and however strongly felt, were never designed to sit
above God's Word. They were designed to follow it and be informed by it, shaped by it, and
sometimes corrected by it.

Feelings are a wonderful caboose and a terrible engine. A caboose is a fine thing to have on a train
because it rounds things out. It tells you the train has fully passed. But nobody puts the caboose at
the front and expects it to pull the weight of the whole train down the track. There will be many
times in your life, if you're honest, when what you desire and what Scripture says will not line up.
That's not a crisis to be resolved by redefining the Word until it matches the feeling. It's an
intersection, and every one of us stands at it eventually, more than once: Will | mold my life to the
Word or will I mold the Word to my life?

Until you've disagreed with something God's Word says and obeyed it anyway, against the grain of
what you wanted, you haven't yet practiced submission. You've only practiced what you wanted to
do anyway. That's uncomfortable to hear and it's meant to be. The danger of a message like this is
that nobody thinks it's about them. We all quietly carry a version of "I know what the Bible says, but
my situation is different" -- as though our particular circumstance is the one exception the whole rest
of Scripture failed to anticipate.

APPLICATION
* Where have your feelings recently been arguing louder than God's Word?

* Can you name a time you obeyed Scripture even though it contradicted what you felt? What
did that cost, and what did it produce?

PRAYER

Lord, my feelings are real, but they aren't reliable rulers. Help me let your Word lead and trust
you to bring my feelings back into alignment over time. Amen.
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WEEK 3 - DAY 4
The Same Three Lures

2 PETER 2:14

"They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice unsteady souls. They have
heatrts trained in greed. Accursed children!”

REFLECTION

There's nothing new about the way temptation works. False teachers just get more sophisticated at
pulling the same three levers Scripture has named since the beginning: the lust of the flesh, the
desire to feel something; the lust of the eyes, the desire to have something; and the pride of life, the
desire to be something. None of those desires are inherently sinful, because a lot of well-meaning
Christians end up treating desire itself as the enemy. There's nothing wrong with wanting to feel
loved, wanting nice things, wanting to be respected or recognized for good work. Those longings
are woven into being human.

The trap isn't the desire itself. It's when we let those desires get elevated to something we need in
order to be fully satisfied. A desire to feel loved is healthy. But a desire to feel loved so much that
you'll compromise your integrity is when we run into sin. A desire for financial security is wise. A
desire for financial security that leads you to cut corners you know are wrong is when it becomes a
problem. False teachers know exactly which lever to pull for exactly which person, because they're
playing on the same three temptations everyone faces just tailored to the individual sitting in front of
them.

Once you can name which one tends to catch you specifically: Is it the feeling, the shiny object, the
applause and recognition? --- You learn to recognize the pattern before you're standing in the
middle of it, disoriented and already compromised. You don't have to memorize every possible
counterfeit scheme out there. There are too many and new ones appear constantly. You just have
to know what the real thing looks like, and know your own particular vulnerability well enough that a
counterfeit aimed specifically at you stands out immediately instead of catching you by surprise.

APPLICATION

* Of the three --- desire to feel, desire to have, desire to be seen --- which one tends to be your
specific vulnerability?

* What's one practical step you can take this week to recognize that pattern before, not after,
you're caught in it?

PRAYER

God, you know exactly where I'm most vulnerable. Help me name it honestly and give me the
discernment to see the trap before I'm caught in it. Amen.
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WEEK 3 - DAY 5

God Has Done This Before

2 PETER 2:4-9

"For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell... if he did not
spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven
others, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly... then the Lord knows how
to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the
day of judgment.”

REFLECTION

Peter builds his case for God's justice on historical precedent. God doesn't spare fallen angels who
rebelled against him. He doesn't spare the ancient world in the days of Noah where He brought a
flood on the ungodly and an entire civilization that had grown thoroughly corrupt while preserving
Noah and his family through it. He doesn't spare the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, reducing them
to ash as a warning while rescuing righteous Lot from among them even as everything around him
collapsed. Three separate examples, three separate eras, the same unbroken pattern.

The pattern across every single one of these accounts is identical: God knows exactly how to
rescue the godly from trials and He knows exactly how to hold the unrighteous accountable until the
day of judgment. He's never once lost track of someone who trusted Him, and He's never once let
evil run forever unchecked, even when it looked, from the inside of the story, like exactly that was
happening.

That should reframe the way you think about delayed justice in your own life, right now, in whatever
situation currently has you frustrated or grieving. When it feels like wrong is winning, when the
people who've hurt you seem to be getting away with it entirely, when the world feels like chaos
without consequence and you wonder if anyone is actually watching, remember: God has never
once been slow to act, He's simply been patient about when. Patience and absence look identical
from the inside of a long wait, but they are not the same thing. The same God who rescued Noah
through the flood and Lot out of the fire, who has a perfect track record across thousands of years
of recorded history, is not indifferent to what's happening in your story either, even on the days it
feels that way.

APPLICATION

* Where in your life do you need to trust that God sees injustice you can't currently see him
addressing?

* How does remembering God's track record of rescuing the godly change the way you wait on
him right now?

PRAYER

Father, when it feels like wrong is winning, remind me of your track record. You have never
failed to rescue those who are yours. Help me trust your timing, even when | can't see your
hand. Amen.
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WEEK 3 - DAY 6

Whatever Overcomes You

2 PETER 2:19

"They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever
overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved.”

REFLECTION

False teachers are experts at promising freedom while delivering the opposite, and that's the
cruelest part of the deception. It's marketed as liberation. Freedom from guilt, freedom from
restriction, freedom to finally live how you want without anyone else's rules getting in the way.
Underneath it all, there is a deeper slavery awaits those who fall into its clutches. Peter's principle
here cuts through a lot of confusion with startling simplicity: Whatever overcomes you to that you
are enslaved. Not what you'd label as your master. Not what you'd admit to if someone asked.
Whatever overcomes you, whatever you can't say no to, that's your actual master, regardless of
what you call it yourself.

It doesn't take long to see this play out in real life. Ask anyone caught in an addiction whether they
feel free. You won't find many who say yes no matter how the substance or the behavior was first
sold to them as an escape or relief. You can say Jesus is Lord with your mouth on a Sunday
morning and still have something else entirely calling the shots in your actual schedule and choices
Monday through Saturday. That something might not look dramatic or obviously sinful from the
outside. It might be approval, or control, or a relationship you've let define your worth, or your own
comfort and convenience, quietly organizing your whole life around avoiding anything difficult.

The test isn't whether it's a "big" sin by anyone's public ranking system. The test is simpler and
more personal: What's running your life day to day, hour to hour, when nobody's watching and no
one's grading you? Real freedom in Christ was never freedom to do whatever you want by chasing
every impulse without restraint. It's freedom from the things that used to own you. It's a different
kind of freedom than the world is selling and a far better one.

APPLICATION
* Be honest: Is there anything right now that's functioning as a master in your life besides Christ?
* What would it look like this week to hand that specific thing back over to him?

PRAYER

Lord, show me clearly what's actually calling the shots in my life right now. | want you, and
only you, to be Lord — not just in title, but in the way I live my days. Amen.
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WEEK 3 - DAY 7
Know the Genuine

PHILIPPIANS 1:9-10

"And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all
discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless
for the day of Christ."”

REFLECTION

How do you spot a counterfeit without spending your whole life studying every possible fake,
memorizing every scheme, every angle, every new false teaching that pops up online this month?
Federal agents don't memorize every counterfeit bill in circulation. There are simply too many
counterfeits, and new ones keep appearing faster than anyone could catalog them. Instead, they
spend hours, weeks, months becoming so intimately familiar with the genuine currency that a fake
becomes obvious the moment it's in their hands even if they couldn't immediately articulate exactly
what's wrong with it. Their hands know before their mind can explain why.

That's the model for discernment Peter has been pointing us toward across this whole chapter. It's
far more sustainable than trying to become an expert in every heresy that's ever existed. You don't
need a seminary degree to spot false teaching. You need saturation in the real thing: real time in
God's Word, real relationship with Jesus, real community that keeps you honest and asks you hard
questions when something seems off.

Paul prays exactly this for the Philippians. He prays that their love would abound more and more,
with knowledge and discernment, so they could approve what's excellent and stay pure and
blameless until Christ returns. This is the fruit of deliberate, sustained saturation over time. The kind
that doesn't happen by accident or by reading one book on the subject. The best protection against
every lie the enemy throws at us isn't a longer list of warnings to watch out for. It's a deeper, more
intimate familiarity with the truth itself, cultivated patiently, so that everything else gets measured
against it automatically.

APPLICATION

* How much time this week have you actually spent with "the genuine" God's Word, prayer,
honest community compared to everything else competing for your attention?

* What's one relationship or rhythm you could lean into to build the kind of discernment Paul
prays for here?

PRAYER

God, make me so familiar with you that a counterfeit stands out immediately. Grow my love
with knowledge and discernment, so | can recognize what's excellent and what isn't. Amen.
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WEEK 4

This Is All There Is

2 Peter 3:1-13

The lie this week is the quiet assumption running underneath a lot of modern life: Nothing's really
going to change, so you might as well grab what you can now. Peter answers that lie head-on —
not by dodging the hard questions about judgment and delay, but by grounding our hope in the
patience and the promise of a God who has never once broken His word.
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WEEK 4 - DAY 1

Scoffers, Not Doubters

2 PETER 3:3-4

"Knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following
their own sinful desires. They will say, "Where is the promise of his coming? For ever
since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of
creation.""

REFLECTION

There's an important distinction Peter draws here. We tend to lump every skeptic into the same
category, but a doubter and a scoffer are not the same thing. An honest doubter wants answers to
hard questions because he genuinely wants to know if this is true and he’s wrestling in good faith
with real objections about God. The church should go to great lengths to meet that kind of honest
searching with patience and real engagement rather than defensiveness.

But a scoffer is different. A scoffer isn't looking for evidence and no amount of evidence will satisfy
him. In fact, evidence was never his point. He's looking for permission to keep following his own
desires without accountability and mockery is simply the tool that lets him dismiss the conversation
instead of engaging it honestly. A scoffer laughs off a claim rather than wrestling with it. Notice the
scoffers' argument here: Nothing has changed for a very long time, therefore nothing's ever going to
change. That's not an argument built on evidence. Its impatience dressed up as logic which treats
the absence of an event on their timeline as proof the event will never happen at all.

It also conveniently ignores everything Jesus already accomplished in His first coming. The
resurrection is the single most well-attested event of the ancient world. A scoffer simply assumes
that because judgment hasn't arrived on their schedule, it never will. If you've ever been on the
receiving end of a scoffer's mockery for your faith, at work, in your own family, online, take heart.
You're not required to win every argument or have a perfect comeback ready. You're just called to
keep living faithfully, staying gracious rather than defensive, and to keep the door open for honest
questions when they eventually come, because sometimes today's scoffer becomes tomorrow's
honest doubter, and today's honest doubter becomes tomorrow's believer.

APPLICATION

* Have you encountered a "scoffer" recently, and how did you respond? With defensiveness,
silence, or grace?

¢ |s there an honest doubt of your own that you've been avoiding rather than bringing to God
directly?

PRAYER

Lord, give me discernment between honest doubt and hardened scoffing in others, and in
myself. Help me meet real questions with patience and keep my own heart soft toward your
truth. Amen.
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WEEK 4 - DAY 2

What They Deliberately Overlook

2 PETER 3:5-7

“For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth
was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, and that by means of
these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. But by the same
word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day
of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.”

REFLECTION

The scoffers' claim that "nothing ever changes" only works if you ignore history. Peter says that's
exactly what they're doing deliberately. Not accidentally. Not out of honest ignorance of the facts.
They are doing it on purpose and choosing not to look at the one piece of evidence that dismantles
their entire argument. They conveniently skip over the flood, the one time in recorded history when
God did exactly what He had promised. He brought judgment on a world that had grown thoroughly
and comprehensively corrupt, when every inclination of every heart had turned continually toward
evil.

Somewhere along the way, in our collective memory, Noah's ark became a nursery decoration. It
became cute animals marching two by two with a rainbow and a gentle happy ending painted in
pastel colors on a baby's wall. In softening it into something safe for toddlers, we lose the weight of
what actually happened: God, out of patience with a world that had every chance to turn and
refused, brought total, comprehensive judgment on that world, and rescued only the handful who
trusted him enough to get in the boat while everyone around them mocked the very idea.

Peter says this happened before and it can happen again. The same God who kept His word
exactly about water is keeping His word exactly about fire. There's something almost merciful
buried in that reminder even though it doesn't feel merciful at first read. If God really loves what He
made, if He cares about how his world turns out, He won't simply allow corruption run forever
unchecked. The very fact that judgment is coming is evidence of a God who takes what He made
seriously enough to eventually, finally, make it right.

APPLICATION

* What's one piece of evidence from your own life or history that you've been tempted to
"deliberately overlook" because it's inconvenient to the way you want to live?

* How does remembering God's past faithfulness to his word shape your confidence in his future
promises?

PRAYER

Father, | don't want to conveniently overlook what you've already shown to be true. Help me
take your Word seriously both its warnings and its promises and live today in light of what's
actually coming. Amen.
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WEEK 4 - DAY 3

Not Slow, but Patient

2 PETER 3:8-9

"But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but
that all should reach repentance.”

REFLECTION

If you've ever wondered why God hasn't fixed something you've been praying about for years, or
why evil seems to run so long without any visible consequence, this is one of the most important
verses in the Bible for you. God doesn't mark time the way we do, hemmed in by a calendar, a
clock, or a body that's aging and running out of years. A thousand years is like a single day to Him.
It's not because He's forgotten or lost interest, but because He sees the whole field from above.
The way you'd see farmland laid out neatly from an airplane window, boundaries and patterns
visible all at once. While we're down in it, walking the rows, we’re unable to see past the next few
feet in front of us.

What looks like delay from where you're standing looks like patience from where God is standing.
God is patient toward you and to humanity in general. He does not wish that any should perish. He
wants everyone to reach repentance including people we've given up on. Even part of ourselves
that we’ve given up on. Some of us are only Christians today because God didn't return on
someone else's schedule. He waited for us so we would finally turn toward him.

If you think about it, that reframes waiting entirely. The next time you're tempted to interpret silence
as absence, or delay as ‘I don’t care’, remember: The same patience that gave you time to repent
might be the exact reason someone you're praying for right now is still breathing today, still within
reach, still one conversation or one crisis away from turning to God. Patience isn't God doing
nothing. It's God doing the most loving thing possible with the time that's left.

APPLICATION

* Who is someone you've been praying for a long time without seeing change? How does God's
patience reframe your prayer for them?

* Where have you mistaken God's patience for God's absence in your own life?

PRAYER

Lord, thank you for the patience that gave me time to repent. Help me extend that same
patience toward others, and trust your timing instead of demanding mine. Amen.

30



WEEK 4 - DAY 4

Like a Thief

2 PETER 3:10

"But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a
roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the
works that are done on it will be exposed.”

REFLECTION

Nobody schedules a robbery in advance. That's the whole point of Peter's image. The day of the
Lord when He returns will not come with a countdown clock or a reminder. It arrives unannounced
in the middle of ordinary life while people are going about their business exactly as they always
have. Jesus uses the same comparison to Noah's generation. They were eating, drinking, and
marrying right up until the flood came and swept them all away.

This should make us think. This doesn’t mean we should be anxious or checking the sky or
guessing at dates and timelines. Some well-meaning but misguided Christians have done that and
wrote books about it predicting that Jesus would come on this or that date. The point was never to
make you fearful of an unknown day. It was to remind us NOT to build our life as if Jesus is never
returning. It was to remind us that TODAY may be all we have.

Everything hidden will be exposed. All the things we’ve been waiting to be dealt with will be dealt
with. Everything unaddressed will eventually be dealt with in the light. That should shape the way
we live today, not with dread hanging over every ordinary moment, but with a clear-eyed
seriousness about what matters and what doesn't. Most of what fills up our anxious energy on a
given day won't matter in a hundred years. Some of what we're quietly ignoring will matter forever.
Knowing the difference, and living accordingly, is what this verse is asking of us.

APPLICATION

* If you knew today was your last ordinary day before Christ's return, what would you do
differently and why not do it anyway?

* What's something you've been living as though it will never be "exposed" or addressed, how
does this verse press on that?

PRAYER

Lord, | don't want to live as though today is all there is. Help me hold my life with open hands,
ready for you, and faithful with what's in front of me until you come. Amen.

WEEK 4 - DAY 5

What Sort of People Ought You Be?

2 PETER 3:11
"Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in
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lives of holiness and godliness."

REFLECTION

Peter doesn't spend three chapters building a case for a coming judgment just to leave you with
abstract information to file away. He lands on a question that’s deeply personal: What sort of people
ought you to be? Almost every moral command in Scripture is backed, somewhere, by the reality
that this isn't all the life there is. There will be a day coming when it's over and how you lived
matters, not just for your own comfort's sake but because it's tied to something eternal and
unshakable. That's not meant to produce fear, but to bring clarity and a sharpened sense of what
actually deserves your energy and what doesn't.

If there's a day when everything gets set right, permanently and completely, then the things that feel
enormously urgent today start to look different in the light of forever. Maybe it's the argument you're
rehearsing in your head or the grudge you're nursing or the compromise that seemed harmless
enough at the time. They look different, not because they don't matter at all, but because they stop
being the biggest thing in the room once eternity enters the picture.

Godliness, at its simplest, just means living like Jesus. It's an ordinary, daily orientation. Not
perfectly this side of heaven. We started this series asking what would happen if we woke up every
morning and thought: Everything | do today is for the glory of God and for the good of others? In
light of eternity, if our ordinary daily life was centered around the glory of God, and not ourselves,
what would change in our lives? We wouldn’t be so consumed about what people said or did to us.
We wouldn’t be so hurt when we got left out of things. We would be laser focused on what'’s
important. What can | do for the glory of God and for the good of others while | have this day?
Because today may not be the end, but one day, it will be.

APPLICATION
¢ In light of eternity, what feels less urgent today than it did yesterday?
* What's one specific way you could live out "holiness and godliness" this week?

PRAYER

God, shape me into the sort of person who lives with eternity in view. Let this truth produce
clarity in me, not fear and let it show up in how [ actually live today. Amen.

WEEK 4 - DAY 6

Living Confidently, Forgiving Freely

ROMANS 8:1; 1 CORINTHIANS 2:9

"There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. ... What no
eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for
those who love him."
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REFLECTION

Living in light of eternity does two things at once: It frees you from condemnation and it frees you
from bitterness. These two burdens are things we have been carrying far longer and far heavier
than we realize. If the Lord, who has every right to condemn you, has instead given you
forgiveness, then you can come to Him honestly, quickly, and without the exhausting performance
of pretending you're fine when you're not. Confession stops being terrifying once you remember the
verdict is already settled: Not guilty.

That eternal perspective changes how you carry what others have done to you. For many of us,
bitterness is a far heavier weight than our own guilt. If you're holding on to bitterness toward
someone, thinking that withholding forgiveness is somehow punishing them, making them pay in
some small way for what they took from you, you're mistaken about who's in the cell. You're the one
still in prison. You are in prison replaying it over and over again.

Scripture doesn't ask you to pretend the wrong didn't happen or to excuse what was genuinely
inexcusable. That's not forgiveness. That's denial. Forgiveness is cancelling a debt that someone
owes you. When someone hurts you, they owe you. We even use that term “| will make them pay!”
Forgiveness is letting that debt go. Forgiveness asks you to hand the judgment over to the ONE
who judges perfectly. God has all the information, and He is perfect in justice. That means you can
finally be free of carrying a weight you were never equipped to carry alone.

On the other side of all of this life --- the confession of our sin, the forgiveness we give others, the
hard obedience to God that nobody sees --- is a reward beyond what you can imagine. Eye hasn't
seen it. Ear hasn't heard it. Whatever you're picturing right now falls short. That's worth living for,
and it's worth releasing lesser things for so that we can have what God promised us.

APPLICATION

* |s there something you've been avoiding bringing to God in confession because it feels safer to
hide it than to hand it over?

* |s there someone you're still carrying bitterness toward? What would it look like to leave the
judgment with God this week?

PRAYER

Father, thank you that there's no condemnation for me in Christ. Give me the courage to
confess quickly, and the freedom to forgive fully, trusting you to make every wrong right in
your time. Amen.

WEEK 4 - DAY 7

New Heavens, New Earth

2 PETER 3:13
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"But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells.”

REFLECTION

This series began with a lie. Just follow your heart. It closes with a big promise. This life isn't the
end of the story. Everything that's been broken and corrupted by sin and loss; everything that made
you tired and heartsick and longing for something better than what's currently in front of you. God
has the final word on it. God isn't planning to abandon what He made. He’s not walking away from a
broken project. He's planning to remake it entirely with a new heaven, a new earth. This will be a
place where sin is no longer destroying everything and the devil is finally destroyed forever.

This changes the way we see the people around us. Do you look at the people in your life the way
Jonah looked at Nineveh? Would you honestly rather see them judged rather than rescued?
Maybe it’'s people you've quietly written off as too far gone or too difficult or too different from you?
Or do you see them the way Jesus looked at Jerusalem, weeping over a city that was about to
reject him, with compassion, even knowing exactly what was coming and how it would cost him?

Everyone you know. Every name you've stopped praying for. They are headed somewhere eternal,
and God has put you exactly where you are for a reason. That job, that street, that family, that
group chat. You are to be his voice in their story, however small that role might feel from where
you're standing. This isn't being so heavenly minded that you’re no earthly good. The old
accusation aimed at Christians who talk too much about eternity and do too little today. It's the only
thing that makes today's earthly good matter for something beyond today.

APPLICATION

* Who is someone God has put in your life that you've been tempted to write off rather than pray
for?

* As you close this series, what's the one lie God has most clearly exposed in you? What's the
truth you're replacing it with?

PRAYER

Father, thank you for the promise of a new heaven and a new earth where righteousness
finally dwells. Until that day, make me faithful right where you've put me with the people
you've given me to love. Amen.
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