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The community’s hand pump broke, leaving the people of Rue du Marche 
without water.

The Living Water staff flushes the borehole to free it from any debris.
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For the 125 people who call the Rue du Marche community home, water access was 
in a state of crisis. The residents relied upon a single well for water to use for all their 
domestic purposes. The water from the well was contaminated, so they had to purchase 
drinking water from vendors. The women and children, the primary water collectors in 
the community, walked long ways from their homes to access water to use for their 
chores. Often, the vendors charged exorbitant rates, exploiting the community members’ 
desperation. 

These conditions compelled the community members to ration out their water carefully. 
Aside from the scarcity of water, the community members’ also suffered from its unsafe 
quality. Sometimes, if they were unable to afford the vendors’ water or if the option 
to buy was unavailable, the community members drank from the well and risked the 
consequences. They often suffered from waterborne illnesses, which were especially 
virulent for children. However, even coming in contact with water that was stored in 
unsanitary ways exposed the community members to waterborne contaminants that 
could cause respiratory illnesses, rashes, etc. 

Utilus Thaîmingue is a 40-year old teacher in the Rue du Marche community. He 
explained the community’s situation, saying, “The well had not been cleaned for at least 
10 years. The water smelled bad but we had to use it to bathe and for washing dishes. 
We had a lot of typhoid cases in the community, including myself. Other people had 
diarrhea and skin rashes. The situation was bad. We had to spend a lot of money on 
water. No money, no water.”



Construction Details 
Pump type: hand pump

Project type: rehabilitation 

Depth of well: 40 m

Coliform bacteria: absent 

Community Details
Previous water source: vendors

Location: rural 
community

Total users: 125

Main water collectors: women and 
children

A resident uses the rehabilitated well for the first time! Residents gather to participate in a sanitation and hygiene activity. 

The community leaders knew that they needed a safe and reliable water source to keep 
their families healthy. They heard about Living Water International’s work in the region 
and reached out requesting urgent help.

The Living Water staff visited the community and found a dire situation. The staff 
soon returned to the community to get the existing borehole cleaned up and running. 
They flushed out the borehole to remove any loose, sedimentary rock, cased it with 
PVC, formed a sanitary gravel pack, and treated the water. Once they tested the water 
to ensure it was safe to consume, they were able to mount the hand pump and handle, 
completing the rehabilitation! Because of your gift, the residents finally had safe water!

The Living Water staff also helped the community establish sustainability practices to 
help ensure a future of safe water access. They guided the community in creating a water 
committee to oversee the care and maintenance of the well. Living Water will stay in 
contact with the committee to monitor the well’s functionality.



Your Impact 

Living Stones Churches, you have truly made a difference in the lives of the Rue du 
Marche community members. Women and children no longer spend hours each day 
walking in search of water. The abundance of safe water available in the middle of 
their community means that residents can save their money for water matters most to 
them. Additionally, the threat of water-related illnesses no longer looms over the 
community. Instead, the fear of the future has been replaced with hope for improved 
health and economic well-being. By meeting the community’s physical need for 
drinking water, you also ministered to their spiritual need for an experience of Christ’s 
love. Thank you!

In order to help the community members understand how to use the safe water you 
gave them as a means of improving their health, the Living Water staff held hygiene 
and sanitation promotion activities. These interactive lessons taught the Rue du Marche 
residents effective handwashing, how to prevent the spread of disease, and how to 
properly store water. Now that they are equipped with tools and knowledge, the 125  
community members are able to take their health into their own hands!

Throughout the water project, the Living Water team also shared the good news of 
God’s love and his offer of living water to everyone. They used the story of the Samaritan 
woman at the well found in John 4 to underline this invitation. At the completion of the 
well, the team held a well dedication service alongside the local church, where residents 
thanked the Lord for his provision through you, Living Stones Churches!

Utilus and his neighbors were overjoyed that they finally had safe word restored in their 
community. He said, “This service is very important for the community. The lives of our 
people will be changed forever!”

Thank you for giving water, for life, in Jesus’ name!
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