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A B O U T  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

The 450 students enrolled at Oboch Primary 
School suffered from the water crisis on a daily 
basis. They draw water from a hand-dug well 
with a rope and bucket. Often, the water level 
receded so that it wasn't reachable. When this 
happened, the community members had to wait 
for groundwater to refill the well and ration their 
water in the meantime. Water access was a 
toilsome and stressful task. The residents never 
knew if they would have enough water for all of 
their needs, so they used it cautiously. Students 
were often late to class because they were 
collecting water for their families. 

Because of the scarcity of water in the 
community, sanitation and hygiene practices 
were difficult. This meant that illnesses spread 
quickly in the community, especially at the 
school. Furthermore, the community members 
knew that water from both the hand-dug well 
and was unsafe to consume. Yet they had no 
other choice but to use it. This shamed and 
repulsed them, but water is a basic human need, 
and they had no other option. Waterborne 
illnesses were commonplace. When they were 
ill, the students missed even more time in class 
and fell further behind. 

Sickness, the stress associated with rationing, 
and the toil of sourcing water were wearing the 
students and their families down. Something 
needed to change. The community members 
began to seek out external help. 

OBOCH  PRIMARY SCHOOL ,  K ISUMU,  NYAKACH,  KENYA 
LATITUDE:  -0 .38776 ,  LONGITUDE:  34 .941398
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THIS HAND-DUG WELL PROVIDES INSUFFICIENT, 
UNSAFE WATER. 



TOTAL WATER USERS: 450
MAIN WATER COLLECTORS: entire community 
LOCATION: rural school

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS 

PUMP TYPE: hand pump

PROJECT TYPE: new simple water system

DEPTH OF WELL: 80 m

WATER QUALITY TESTS

PH: 8
TOTAL DISSOLVED SOLIDS: 458 ppm
HARDNESS: 50 ppm
COLIFORM BACTERIA: absent

C O N S T R U C T I O N

Community leaders decided to take action. They 
had heard about Living Water International's 
work in the area and decided to request their help. 
The Living Water Kenya staff was pleased to 
respond by scheduling a visit to see what they 
could do. They soon arrived, surveyed the area, 
and listened to residents' stories about the water 
crisis. It was clear that the need for a safe water 
source was dire and that the community was 
prepared to manage it. Living Water Kenya  
decided they should drill a well at the primary 
school that would benefit the whole community. 
You made this possible, Living Stones Churches! 

They drilled until they reached an aquifer 80 
meters deep, then flushed the borehole, cased it 
with PVC, poured a stabilizing gravel pack, and 
treated the water. The last steps were to construct 
a well platform and assemble the pump. The 
project was complete!

COMMUNITY DETAILS
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THE STAFF WORKS ON DRILLING  THE WELL.

THE PROJECT  IS COMPLETE!

A STUDENT  COLLECTS WATER FROM THE NEW PUMP FOR 
THE FIRST TIME !



S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y

The Living Water Kenya team also helped the 
community prepare for a future of safe water 
management. With their guidance, the community 
members formed a water user committee. The 
committee will collect a small fee per household for 
use of the water in order to save a fund to cover the 
cost of future repairs to the well. They will also 
remain in contact with the Living Water field staff 
about the functionality of the pump. The 
community is proud to take ownership of a system 
that will improve their community health and 
sense of efficacy. The gift of safe water gives them 
an opportunity to strengthen and expand their 
community development capacity.  

CONSOLATA  KNOWS THAT SAFE WATER ACCESS 
WILL TRANSFORM HER COMMUNITY.

“We used to wake up early in the morning and go the distance to collect water 
from the well. After we drew water from it, we had to wait for it to refill overnight 
in order to use it again. The water from the well was brown. Once, my daughter 
overused the water we had in our household, so we had to go without water for 
the rest of the day. Now that we have this new safe water well at the school, we 
won't have to rise at three in the morning to collect water. We know that the 
water from our well is plentiful and safe.” – Consolata Anyango,  56-year-old mother
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S A N I T A T I O N  &  H Y G I E N E

Living Water facilitated sanitation and hygiene 
promotion activities in the community. The 
interactive lessons supplemented with visual aids 
helped the community members plan for changes 
to their hygiene and sanitation behaviors. They 
learned that improvements of this nature will 
keep their safe water supply sustainable and 
improve health trends in their community. Living 
Water also worked with the school to establish a 
health club. This student-led group will champion 
improved hygiene and sanitation as well as safe 
water storage and usage at the school. 

I N  J E S U S ’  N A M E

STUDENTS RECIEVE NEW TESTAMENT BIBLES TO KEEP 

AS GIFTS. 
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The Living Water Kenya team also held a gospel 
proclamation activity at Oboch Primary. The  
students and adults in attendance received copies 
of The New Testament to keep as gifts. The staff 
shared the message of the living water of Jesus 
Christ, which alone fulfills the community 
members' deepest spiritual thirst. This message 
comes from John 4:13-14 (NIV): “Everyone who 
drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever 
drinks the water I give them will never thirst. 
Indeed, the water I give them will become in them 
a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The 
new well at the school will serve as a continuous 
reminder of the way the Lord cares for our spirits 
as well as our bodies. 

THE LIVING WATER STAFF GIVES THE SCHOOL A 

HANDWASHING STATION. 



Y O U R  I M P A C T

Living Stones Churches, thank you for ending the water crisis for this community! The 
residents now have plenty of water for all their needs. You also restored their time and 
energy; they will no longer exhaust themselves rationing water from the hand-dug well. 
Neither will they have to endanger themselves by drinking unsafe water or by going thirsty. 
Sufficient safe water access heals their bodies but also frees their minds from reactive 
patterns of scarcity and rationing. The project you sponsored facilitates holistic well-being.

Furthermore, the students now have more time to dedicate to their studies, and their learning 
environment is safe. Improved school attendance will help posture the students to thrive, 
while the legacy of safe water access and stewardship will overflow into generations to come. 

Thank you for giving water, for life, in Jesus’s name!
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