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Testify: Week 1 

TESTIFY VISION 
As leaders we are asking you to adjust the way you 
lead group and spend 20-30 minutes going 
through “Testify” each week for the next few 
weeks. The remainder of group would be used to 
go over the Discipleship Guide curriculum. As a 
leader that will take some extra planning on your 
part to arrange. You can adjust this timeline as you 
see fit, but our hope is for people to start sharing 
their stories after Easter and to be done by the 
end of May. 

TESTIFY INTRO 
This week we are introducing the “Testify” vision 
to the group. Our stories are powerful and one 
way we can show God’s glory by sharing how He 
has worked in our lives. Over the next few months, 
we will be learning how to write one of our stories 
and then will begin sharing those with one 
another. Please go over why this is the vision, what 
the hope is in it and the timeline for the next few 
months. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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DISCUSSION: STORIES ARE ESSENTIAL 

How were stories shared in your family growing 
up? (Around the dinner table, in the car, before 
bed, etc.) 

What are some stories that were or are shared 
regularly in your family? 

Why are stories so powerful? 

HOMEWORK 

Begin Life and God Map; Share the documents 
with your group that will help them in building 
these out. 
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2 Timothy 3:1-9 

MAIN POINT 
God reminds us that as false teaching and moral 
decay expand and increase from the time of the 
first Pentecost until the return of Jesus, He’ll still 
be at work in the world to save sinners through His 
church. 

TEXT 
1. How would the clear descriptions in verses 1-5 

have helped Timothy and the church in Ephesus 
stick with Jesus and the one true gospel?  

Leader help: Paul’s descriptions are concrete reminders to 
Timothy and all Christians everywhere that false teaching 
isn’t just “differences in opinions” - it’s dangerous, sinful, 
and corrupting; lies about Jesus and what the Bible means 
do serious, ugly damage. Reading what the results of false 
teaching are would’ve helped the church stand firm on the 
gospel. 
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2. According to verses 1-5, instead of loving God 
and His Word, what will some people grow to 
love? How do these disordered loves show up 
today in our culture? 

Leader help: People will love themselves, money, and 
pleasure. 

3. What is God’s solution to the moral decay 
described in this passage? For help, read Jude 
1:17-25. 

Leader help: God calls Christians to continue holding to the 
Bible, helping one another by remaining in honest, 
vulnerable, and caring community, praying, showing mercy, 
and trusting that Jesus will not let His sheep stumble away 
from Him. 

4. In Paul’s time there was a legend which stated 
that Pharaoh’s magicians (who opposed Moses 
in Exodus 7:8-13) were named Jannes and 
Jambres. What are some similarities between 
the ministry of Moses back then and the 
ministry of Timothy in Ephesus? 

Leader help: Moses was obeying God’s word by leading 
God’s people out of slavery and into worship. Likewise, 
Timothy is leading God’s people out of slavery to sin 
through the preaching of the gospel, helping people be free 
in Christ, and helping the church worship God rightly. Both 
Moses and Timothy faced opposition to the truth of God’s 
promises and warnings, and they faced opposition to God’s 
power. 
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APPLICATION 
1. When you see or experience the kind of sin 

described in this passage, how do you typically 
react? What’s a Jesus-honoring reaction look 
like? 

2. Instead of cowering, venting rage, or closing off 
from the world, how does Jesus want us to 
interact with the sinful world around us? 

3. What are some ways that this kind of evil has 
personally impacted you? How can Community 
Group step in to help you? 

PRAYER 
Confess your own sin to God, especially any sin 
the Holy Spirit may have revealed to you today. 
Biblical passage to guide this prayer: Ephesians 5:8 

Ask God to embolden, encourage, & empower 
you & your church to stand firm in the gospel. 
Biblical passage to guide this prayer: 1 Corinthians 9:25 

Admit to Jesus how sin has harmed you or how 
your sin has harmed the church and ask Him to 
bring healing and holiness. 
Biblical passage to guide this prayer: Deuteronomy 32:39 
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Holy Week Introduction 

Our focus for Holy Week is the story of Jospeh 
found in Genesis 37-50, and how the pain Joseph 
experienced did not nullify God’s promises. 
Instead, God used Joseph’s pain to reveal His 
promises and move His story toward its fulfillment 
in Jesus.  

With this series we can begin to address  some of 
the questions we may ask in our pain: 
Where is God? What is He doing? How can I trust 
Him? 

Like Joseph, our lives are full of painful events that 
can cause disorientation. Yet Joseph’s story points 
us to a surprising truth: in the biblical story, pain is 
often the pathway for God to fulfill His promises. 
We see this foreshadowed in Joseph and fulfilled 
in Jesus. 
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Jesus in Joseph’s story 

Like Joseph, Jesus was: 

• Favored by His Father (Gen. 37:3) 
• Promised exaltation (Gen. 37:5-11) 
• God’s appointed provider of good (Gen. 41:56) 

And, like Joseph, Jesus was also: 

• Mocked and betrayed by His brothers (Gen. 
37:8, 18) 

• Falsely accused (Gen. 39:14) 
• Arrested and condemned (Gen. 39:20) 

Yet Joseph is only mentioned by name twice in the 
New Testament, and he barely gets a mention 
elsewhere in the Old Testament! So why does 
Moses, the author of Genesis, devote more time 
to Joseph than any other human in Genesis?  

Theologian Samuel Emadi helps us understand: 

“The account of Joseph is not an end in itself. It is 
a pattern for God’s work in the future… 
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…Perhaps Moses spends so much time on Joseph 
to show us God can pull off the impossible even 
through a seemingly insignificant Jew rejected by 
his own brothers. Perhaps Moses spends so much 
time on Joseph so his people would anticipate a 
coming Joseph who would finally and completely 
reverse the curse and fulfill the promises. 

Joseph’s story is the story of the whole Bible. It’s 
the story of glory through suffering, exaltation 
through humiliation. It’s the story of the cross and 
the crown.”  1

The pattern of Joseph’s life - from favored son to 
rejected brother to condemned criminal to 
forgiving ruler - points to Jesus. And as we set our 
minds and hearts on Jesus, we can access the 
greatest comfort of all: the fact of God’s ever-
present goodness and love in the worst pain, even 
when life makes no sense to us. 

Jesus’s pain was part of God making good on His 
promises. If God can work in the worst pain in 
human history (after all, Jesus took the eternal 
wrath of God), we can trust Him in our own 
impermanent suffering. 

  https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/what-joseph-story-really-about/ 1
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Testify: Week 2 

TESTIFY: PLOT SHIFTS 
Identifying plot shifts is crucial in developing a Life 
and God Map. A plot shift is a time in your life 
where you were heading in one direction, 
something happened and it changed the 
trajectory of your life. (Ex: a move, a divorce, 
making or not making a team/cast, etc) This week 
we discuss plot shifts as we continue to work on 
our Life and God Maps. 

DISCUSSION 

What was a plot shift in your life? How did that 
shift shape who you are today? 

HOMEWORK 

Finish Life and God Map. Bring to group next 
week to discuss. 
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Palm Sunday 

GENESIS 37:1-11, 18-20 

MAIN POINT 
Joseph has two dreams which his brothers and 
father recognize as indications of his future status 
and their submission to him. Joseph is also given a 
coat that indicates his special status in the eyes of 
their father. Because of this, Joseph’s brothers 
mock and reject him, plotting a way to get finally 
rid of him. 

TEXT 
1. To get a better grasp of where we’re at in the 

story of the Bible, read the following passages: 
Genesis 1:26-27 
Genesis 3:8-13 
Genesis 3:14-15 
Genesis 17:1-8 
Genesis 21:1-3 
Genesis 25:19-26 

How could we summarize the story so far? 
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Leader help: God made Adam and Eve in His image. Our 
representative, Adam, disobeys God and plunges the world 
into sin. God promises to send a Deliverer, born of a 
woman, to defeat the devil. The rest of the Old Testament is 
spent hoping and looking for this Deliverer. 
Then God graciously initiates a covenant with a man, 
Abraham, promising that through him, God will bless the 
world through a descendant of Abraham. Abraham and 
Sarah miraculously have a child, Isaac. Isaac and his wife, 
Rebekah, miraculously have a child, Jacob. Jacob is 
Joseph’s father. 
We come to Joseph still looking for God to fulfill His 
covenant promises to Adam (to send the Deliverer) and 
Abraham (to secure land and give blessing through one of 
his descendants). 

2. What are the two dreams that Joseph has? 
What do these dreams mean? 

Leader help: Joseph dreams that he has a sheaf that stands 
tall as his family’s sheaves bow to his; he dreams that the 
sun, moon, and stars - representing his family - bow down to 
him.  
Joseph’s family interpret these dreams as foretelling 
Joseph’s exaltation and their own submission to him.  

3. Why do Joseph’s brothers reject and plot 
against him? 

Leader help: They grow hateful, resentful, and jealous of 
Joseph. First because of their father’s favor upon Joseph. 
Second because of Joseph’s dreams. Despite being the 
youngest, Joseph has his father’s favor and is destined to 
one day rule over his elder brothers. 
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4. Read Luke 19:36-40, 47. What is Luke 
describing in this passage? How do these 
events mirror what happened to Joseph? How 
is Jesus different from Joseph? 

Leader help: Jesus, the one favored by the Father in 
heaven, is praised and called “king”. His exalted status is 
hated by His Jewish brothers, the Pharisees. Though Jesus 
claimed His exalted status and foretold what would happen 
to Him, He was rejected by those who claimed to be God’s 
people. 
Jesus, unlike Joseph, knew both His exalted status and His 
eventual rejection. Joseph couldn’t foresee the rejection of 
his brothers, but Jesus knew all along what awaited Him. 
Yet, because of His love for us, He left His throne. 

APPLICATION 
1. At the end of Joseph’s story he interprets his 

pain, including the pain of his own family 
betraying him, in light of God’s sovereignty. 
Have you ever experienced rejection or hatred 
that you later looked back upon and saw God 
was present or at work in? Share with group. 

2. Why is it difficult for us to believe that God can 
and does use sin and evil for good purposes? 

Page 15



3. What can we remember or think about when 
pain begins to cloud our trust in God?  

Leader help: You may hear many answers - look at God’s 
blessings, remember what God has done in your life before, 
etc. but the ultimate truth to remember is Jesus willingly 
died for us. And in His unimaginable suffering - not only 
physically, but spiritually as He took all of God’s wrath 
against our sin - God was working for our good. Since Jesus 
has suffered, He’s able to meet us in our suffering with 
compassion, mercy, and gentleness. See Hebrews 5:1-8. 

PRAYER 
Surrender your pain and the pain of loved ones. 
Ask God to bring comfort, strength, and power, 
along with reminders of His character. 
Biblical passage to guide this prayer: Hebrews 2:18 
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Testify: Week 3 

Have everyone bring their Life and God maps to 
group, so that you can have discussion around it. 

DISCUSSION: LIFE MAP & GOD MAP 
• How was (or is) the process of writing out your 

Life and God Maps? 
• What themes were revealed? 
• What did you learn from this process? 
• Is there a part of your story you might need to 

process more? If so, who might a safe person be 
to do that with? Someone from this group? 
Would Soul Care be a good option? 

• What is one scene you are considering writing 
your story about? 

HOMEWORK 
Break into groups of 2-3. Meet outside of group to 
go over your Life and God maps together. Select 
which story you’re going to write. 

Leaders: Prepare to share your story next week. 
We want to lead through our own vulnerability and 
it is important that we aren’t asking the people of 
our group to do something we aren’t willing to do. 
This will be a helpful example, as well as showing a 
willingness to do the work yourselves as well. 
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Easter Sunday 

GENESIS 50:15-21 

MAIN POINT 
In his exalted position, Joseph does not execute 
vengeance against those who’ve sinned against 
him; instead he offers forgiveness and brings 
reconciliation. God has worked through all of the 
evil, sin, and selfishness for the good of those who 
don’t deserve it. 

TEXT 
1. Go back and read Genesis 37:4-11. How does 

this week’s passage fulfill Joseph’s dreams? 
What are some surprising aspects of how these 
dreams were fulfilled? 

Leader help: Joseph’s brothers, despite all of their resistance 
and hatred toward Joseph and their own pride, bow before 
him. What’s surprising is how much suffering and injustice 
Joseph endured to get to where he is in this passage, and 
that he trusts God despite all of his experiences. 
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2. Why do Joseph’s brothers ask him for 
forgiveness? What does this tell this about 
them? 

Leader help: They’re afraid of Joseph’s reaction now that 
he’s in power. They’ve been humbled by their own painful 
experiences. 

3. Why does Joseph extend forgiveness and 
reconciliation? What’s shaped his view of his 
own pain? 

Leader help: Joseph has a right view of God and a right 
view of himself, knowing and believing that vengeance 
belongs to God alone, and trusting that, despite the 
suffering, God has been gracious and faithful to Joseph all 
along. 

4. How does verse 20 points us forward to the 
death and resurrection of Jesus?  

Leader help: God uses the wicked intentions and sin of 
humanity to see to it that Jesus dies, yet God sovereignly 
oversaw the death of Christ, and Christ sovereignly chose to 
die, bringing good to undeserving sinners. For more, see 
Acts 2:22-24 and Acts 4:27-28.  

APPLICATION 
1. At the heart of our faith is the death and 

resurrection of Jesus. If you’re a Christian, 
when you think about all that had to happen in 
order for you to be forgiven for your sin, what 
do you feel? Why? 
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2. In your own life, what causes you to doubt the 
certainty and sufficiency of God’s forgiveness? 

3. Why isn’t “self-forgiveness” (i.e. “I need to 
forgive myself”) powerful or transformative? 
What can we do with our guilt and shame 
instead? 

Leader help: You may have group members who believe 
they need to “forgive themselves” because they can’t let go 
of or get over certain sins or failures. But looking inside of 
ourselves is the last thing we should do when we feel guilty 
or ashamed. God is the one against whom all sin is 
ultimately committed (see Psalm 51:4), so it is He alone who 
can truly grant forgiveness. 

PRAYER 
Spend time praising God for His forgiveness, 
grace, and love. 
Biblical passage to guide this prayer: Psalm 51:12-15
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