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RiverLakes	Worship	Philosophy	
	

Through	our	Corporate	Worship,	we	desire	to	ascribe	glory	to	God	and	lead	His	
people	to	a	heart	response	that	causes	them	to	grow	in	their	faith	and	commitment	
to	Jesus	Christ.	
	
	
	
We	believe	there	is	a	three-fold	purpose	to	our	Worship	in	the	Church.	
	

1. Our	ultimate	aim	as	worshippers	is	to	so	experience	God	that	He	is	praised	in	
our	affections	for	Him	and	glorified	for	all	that	He	is.	(Psalm	115:1)	

2. Our	Worship	is	a	faithful	corporate	gathering	to	stir	one	another	to	love	and	
good	works	(Hebrews	10:24-25).	

3. The	expression	and	passion	of	our	Worship	should	impact	the	unbelieving	in	
such	a	way	that	they	see	God	is	among	us,	and	that	they	desire	to	know	God	
for	themselves	(1	Corinthians	14:22-25).	

	
	
	
To	achieve	these	purposes,	we	are	committed	to	Worship	that	reflects	the	following	
principles:	
	

- Revelation	&	Response:	God’s	Word	revealed	and	His	people	
responding	in	singing	praise	for	His	plans,	purposes,	perfections,	and	
promises.		

	
• The	Triune	God,	revealed	in	Scripture,	is	the	central	object	of	our	

expressions	of	praise	and	affection	(Psalm	114;	Revelation	4).		
	

• Our	response	and	expressions	of	worship	(emotions	and	words	
sung)	are	founded	and	centered	upon	the	Word	of	God	
(Colossians	3:16;	Ephesians	5:18-21).		

	
	

• The	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	is	the	cornerstone	of	God’s	redemptive	
plan.	We	believe	that	the	Gospel	must	remain	central	in	our	
Worship	(Revelation	5)	

	
• 	Our	affectionate	expressions	of	praise	should	overflow	from	

hearts	and	minds	saturated	in	biblical	truth.	The	person	who	is	
filled	with	the	Spirit	and	grounded	in	the	truth	of	God’s	Word	will	
live	a	life	of	Worship	that	reflects	a	love	for	God	and	a	love	for	
God’s	people	(Matthew	22:27-40;	John	4:23-24)	
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- Liturgical	Worship:	The	songs	we	sing	are	intentionally	selected	and	
ordered	in	such	a	way	that	tells	the	story	of	the	Gospel	at	work	in	sinners	
saved	by	grace.	The	liturgy	we	most	often	choose	to	employ	comes	from	
Isaiah	6:1-8,	from	which	we	draw	these	five	movements:	

	
o Call	to	Worship:	The	worship	leader	calls	God’s	people	to	

worship	–	reminding	them	that	God	is	seated	on	the	Heavenly	
throne	and	He	is	ever	worthy	of	our	praise.	

	
o Adoration,	Praise,	and	Thanksgiving:	It	is	foundational	to	

biblical	Worship	that	the	Worship	Leader	and	Preacher	bring	
doctrinally	rich	truths	to	light	in	order	to	fuel	our	praise	and	
adoration	of	God.	

	
o Confession:	There	is	a	stark	contrast	between	the	perfection	of	

God	and	the	brokenness	of	man.	The	worship	leader	is	the	lead	
confessor,	allowing	time	for	confession	in	times	of	corporate	
Worship.	

	
o Assurance:	We	must	be	reminded	that	the	cross	was	not	merely	

an	event	that	happened	two	thousand	years	ago;	it	is	the	means	of	
our	salvation	and	the	assurance	of	our	freedom.	Through	songs,	
prayer,	readings,	and	other	selected	means,	we	are	reminded	that	
we	are	not	left	in	our	sins!	Because	of	Jesus’	death	and	
resurrection,	we	have	been	forgiven	and	our	guilt	is	taken	away.		

	
o Send:	We	must	be	reminded	that	we	have	been	saved,	equipped,	

and	commissioned	to	go	out	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations.		
	


