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Small Group Curriculum

	
	TITLE
	TEXT
	FOCUS
	APPLY

	M
	Once Upon a Time in a Garden
	Gen. 2:4-9,15-17; 3:1-22
	Adam and Eve were created by God with life-giving access to God; but they lost the privilege of living forever when they broke His commandment.
	God is holy and good, but because of Adam and Eve, we have all sinned against Him.

	T
	The Mountain
	Ex. 3:1-12; 19:1-6
	God promised Moses that He would deliver His people and bless them with a wonderful land, if they obey His voice and keep His covenant.
	God knows and loves us and desires for us to be saved from our sins. 

	W
	The Throne
	2 Samuel 7:1-29
	God promised David that He would give his family a throne forever and a descendent that would rule on that throne forever – Jesus Christ.
	Because God’s Kingdom is eternal, He will always be with us and to be our God if we will love and worship Him.

	TH
	The Cross
	Acts 3:1-26
	Jesus Christ died for our sins and rose from the dead, and everyone who turns from their sins and believes in Jesus will be saved.
	Admit you have sinned against God, believe that Jesus died on the cross for your sins, and confess Him as Lord.

	F
	Happily 
Ever After, Forevermore
	Rev. 22:1-5
	When Jesus returns, sin and death will be destroyed and all who have turned to Jesus will be saved and will live forever with God in the New Heaven and the New Earth.
	Jesus is coming soon; believe that God will save you from your sins through faith in Christ.




Small Group Outline
Below is the outline for the small group time. Each group will be able to plan how to organize their time. Third-fifth grade will have five additional minutes.







· Snack Time (5 Min)
· Memory Verse (3 Min)
· Introduce/Review (3 Min)
· 
Discussion (9 Min)
· Gospel (5 Min)
· Application Activity (optional)
Day 1: Once Upon a Time in a Garden (Genesis 2-3)
Snack Time (5 min)
Snacks will be provided in your box. You can either have kids eat them while they are listening to you or give them an opportunity to talk amongst themselves while they snack.
Memory Verse (3 min)
Take a few minutes to review and recite the Memory Verse in order to help the kids understand and memorize the verse.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all generations. (Psalm 145:3)
Introduce/Review (3 min)
Introduce yourselves (leaders and helpers) and ask kids to introduce themselves to you. Ask them where they go to school, about their families, and other fun information like pets, hobbies, etc. Ask if this is their first time at Backyard Kids Club.
Discussion (9 min)
1. Ask children to open their Bibles to Genesis 3:1. You may need to show them how to find the chapter. Children can either use their Bibles or the Bibles provided (if you have younger kids, you may go ahead and bookmark the page or hand it to them already opened). As you read the verses, either you can read or you can have the kids read (dependent on their reading level).
2. Read for the kids Genesis 2:16-17 and then continue on to the verses and questions below.
3. Read Genesis 3:1. Is this the command that God gave? What was the actual command God gave?
4. Read Genesis 3:2-3. Was Eve correct in her response? Mostly, although she didn’t name the tree and she added that they were not supposed to touch it. You might help the kids see that Eve cannot claim that she didn’t know the command when she breaks it.
5. Read Genesis 3:4-5. What did the serpent say that deceived (tricked) Eve? 
6. Read Genesis 3:6. How exactly did Adam and Eve break God’s commandment?
7. If time, discuss with the kids how what Adam and Eve did was sin – they disobeyed God’s commandment AND by doing what the serpent said, they showed that they would rather do what was wrong instead of what was right. Talk about how all of us, because of Adam and Eve’s sin, are born preferring to do what we want to do instead of what God wants us to do. 
Gospel Presentation (5 min)
Every day, take an opportunity to share the Gospel and remind the children that it is only by believing in the Gospel that we can be saved from our sins. You may want to define “sin” and why we need to be saved from it. 
Some definitions that we use in Fellowship Kids are (along with the hand motions):
· Sin is anything we say (point to mouth), think (point to head), or do (wave hands) that displeases God.
· The Gospel is the good news (clap three times will saying “the good news”) that Christ Jesus (point index fingers to each palm of opposite hand) came into the world (hold arms up in a big circle) to save sinners (wrap arms around body in a hug) through his death (make a cross with the arms) and resurrection (collapse arms down to lay on top of each other, then immediately point both arms straight up, palms together). 
You will have Gospel Tracs available to help explain the Gospel. If children want to make a confession of faith, talk them through how we respond to the Gospel by faith in Jesus Christ and repentance of our sins. One easy way to remember this is: 
Admit to God that you are a sinner and that you need God to forgive you of your sins.
Believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that He died on the cross for your sins and then was raised from the dead.
Confess that you want Jesus to be Lord over your life, and that you want to follow him by being obedient to all that he commands us, found in the Bible. 
After sharing the gospel, ask children if they have any questions and invite them to come talk to one of you if they want to know more about how to become a Christian. If they confess belief in Jesus and a desire to repent of their sins and be forgiven, or if they’re unsure but would like to know more, write their name on the Gospel Response Card in your box and then take a picture of it and send it to Pastor Drew. He (or another leader) will come talk to the child during the next activity or during the closing.
Application Activity (optional)
If time, play a quick game of Simon Says. Afterwards, talk about how we are supposed to do what God says, but if God has not said to do it (or has said not do something), then we are in trouble if we do it (like when we do the action but “Simon” did not say to do it).

Day 2: The Mountain (Exodus 3:1-12; 19:1-6)
Snack Time (5 min)
Snacks will be provided in your box. You can either have kids eat them while they are listening to you or give them an opportunity to talk amongst themselves while they snack.
Memory Verse (3 min)
Take a few minutes to review and recite the Memory Verse in order to help the kids understand and memorize the verse.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all generations. (Psalm 145:3)
Introduce/Review (3 min)
Go around the group and reintroduce everyone to each other. Ask everyone what their favorite type of ice cream is. Then, ask if they have any questions from the Bible Story. If you’re able to answer them, feel free to do so, but if you don’t know the answer just text the question or ask it directly to Pastor Drew.
Discussion (9 min)
1. Ask children to open their Bibles to Exodus 19. You may need to show them how to find the chapter. Children can either use their Bibles or the Bibles provided (if you have younger kids, you may go ahead and bookmark the page or hand it to them already opened). As you read the verses, either you can read or you can have the kids read (dependent on their reading level).
2. Read Exodus 19:1-3. Where was Israel’s camp at according to these verses? Think back to the Bible Story – what was the significance of them being at this mountain (Mount Sinai)?
3. Read Exodus 19:4. What did God do the Egyptians? How did He rescue the Israelites from Egypt? Was it ultimately Moses who led the people out of Egypt or was it God who led them out?
4. Read Exodus 19:5-6. What does God ask the Israelites to obey? What was going to set the Israelites apart from all the other peoples and nations on the earth? 
Gospel Presentation (5 min)
Every day, take an opportunity to share the Gospel and remind the children that it is only by believing in the Gospel that we can be saved from our sins. You may want to define “sin” and why we need to be saved from it. 
Some definitions that we use in Fellowship Kids are (along with the hand motions):
· Sin is anything we say (point to mouth), think (point to head), or do (wave hands) that displeases God.
· The Gospel is the good news (clap three times will saying “the good news”) that Christ Jesus (point index fingers to each palm of opposite hand) came into the world (hold arms up in a big circle) to save sinners (wrap arms around body in a hug) through his death (make a cross with the arms) and resurrection (collapse arms down to lay on top of each other, then immediately point both arms straight up, palms together). 
You will have Gospel Tracs available to help explain the Gospel. If children want to make a confession of faith, talk them through how we respond to the Gospel by faith in Jesus Christ and repentance of our sins. One easy way to remember this is: 
Admit to God that you are a sinner and that you need God to forgive you of your sins.
Believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that He died on the cross for your sins and then was raised from the dead.
Confess that you want Jesus to be Lord over your life, and that you want to follow him by being obedient to all that he commands us, found in the Bible. 
After sharing the gospel, ask children if they have any questions and invite them to come talk to one of you if they want to know more about how to become a Christian. If they confess belief in Jesus and a desire to repent of their sins and be forgiven, or if they’re unsure but would like to know more, write their name on the Gospel Response Card in your box and then take a picture of it and send it to Pastor Drew. He (or another leader) will come talk to the child during the next activity or during the closing.
Application Activity (optional)
In your Small Group Box are some activity pages, each with a different scenario on one side and two pictures on the other side. Ask kids the scenario and have them point at what the right decision would be. Talk to the children about they know right from wrong because (1) they are made in God’s image, and (2) they have been taught how to obey by parents/teachers/etc. Help them see that God wants His people to obey Him.


Day 3: The Throne (2 Samuel 7:1-29)
Snack Time (5 min)
Snacks will be provided in your box. You can either have kids eat them while they are listening to you or give them an opportunity to talk amongst themselves while they snack.
Memory Verse (3 min)
Take a few minutes to review and recite the Memory Verse in order to help the kids understand and memorize the verse.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all generations. (Psalm 145:3)
Introduce/Review (3 min)
Ask everyone what their favorite part of Backyard Kids Club has been so far. Then, ask if they have any questions from the Bible Story. If you’re able to answer them, feel free to do so, but if you don’t know the answer just text the question or ask it directly to Pastor Drew.
Discussion (9 min)
1. Ask children to open their Bibles to 2 Samuel 7. You may need to show them how to find the chapter. Children can either use their Bibles or the Bibles provided (if you have younger kids, you may go ahead and bookmark the page or hand it to them already opened). As you read the verses, either you can read or you can have the kids read (dependent on their reading level).
2. Read 2 Samuel 7:12-13. Explain that God is talking about what will happen after David dies. Introduce kids to David’s son Solomon and share some stories about Solomon. Ask your group to tell you what God says Solomon would build (something David wanted to build but God would not let him)?
3. Read 2 Samuel 7:14. This will take a bit of explaining. Solomon will be like a son to God, but he would commit iniquity (sin) and not obey God’s commands. As a result, God will discipline Solomon (just like a parent disciplines their child) but he will not stop loving Solomon (in the same way as a parent with their misbehaving child). Help kids understand that while yes, God is loving and merciful, He also has to punish wrongdoing and sin. Use this as an opportunity to point to the Gospel, that God has provided a way for us to not have to endure that punishment through Jesus.
4. Read 2 Samuel 7:16. Ask: What did God say would happen to David’s kingdom and his throne? Think back to the Bible Story – why wouldn’t his kingdom end?

Gospel Presentation (5 min)
Every day, take an opportunity to share the Gospel and remind the children that it is only by believing in the Gospel that we can be saved from our sins. You may want to define “sin” and why we need to be saved from it. 
Some definitions that we use in Fellowship Kids are (along with the hand motions):
· Sin is anything we say (point to mouth), think (point to head), or do (wave hands) that displeases God.
· The Gospel is the good news (clap three times will saying “the good news”) that Christ Jesus (point index fingers to each palm of opposite hand) came into the world (hold arms up in a big circle) to save sinners (wrap arms around body in a hug) through his death (make a cross with the arms) and resurrection (collapse arms down to lay on top of each other, then immediately point both arms straight up, palms together). 
You will have Gospel Tracs available to help explain the Gospel. If children want to make a confession of faith, talk them through how we respond to the Gospel by faith in Jesus Christ and repentance of our sins. One easy way to remember this is: 
Admit to God that you are a sinner and that you need God to forgive you of your sins.
Believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that He died on the cross for your sins and then was raised from the dead.
Confess that you want Jesus to be Lord over your life, and that you want to follow him by being obedient to all that he commands us, found in the Bible. 
After sharing the gospel, ask children if they have any questions and invite them to come talk to one of you if they want to know more about how to become a Christian. If they confess belief in Jesus and a desire to repent of their sins and be forgiven, or if they’re unsure but would like to know more, write their name on the Gospel Response Card in your box and then take a picture of it and send it to Pastor Drew. He (or another leader) will come talk to the child during the next activity or during the closing.
Application Activity (optional)
Give kids a Connect the Dot Genealogy page. Each person in Jesus’ genealogy will have a number next to their name, and kids will connect the numbers in order with provided crayons (in the activity box). When they’re finished, they should have made a cross. They can take this sheet home.

Day 4: The Cross (Acts 3:1-26)
Snack Time (5 min)
Snacks will be provided in your box. You can either have kids eat them while they are listening to you or give them an opportunity to talk amongst themselves while they snack.
Memory Verse (3 min)
Take a few minutes to review and recite the Memory Verse in order to help the kids understand and memorize the verse.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all generations. (Psalm 145:3)
Introduce/Review (3 min)
Ask kids to tell you 1-2 new or surprising things they have learned this week at Backyard Kids Club. If time, share with them something you have learned as well. Then, ask if they have any questions from the Bible Story. If you’re able to answer them, feel free to do so, but if you don’t know the answer just text the question or ask it directly to Pastor Drew.
Discussion (9 min)
1. Ask children to open their Bibles to Acts 4 (PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS DIFFERENT FROM THE CHAPTER WE WILL BE IN FOR THE LESSON). You may need to show them how to find the chapter. Children can either use their Bibles or the Bibles provided (if you have younger kids, you may go ahead and bookmark the page or hand it to them already opened). As you read the verses, either you can read or you can have the kids read (dependent on their reading level).
2. Read Acts 4:1-4. Why were the people annoyed at the disciples and arrested Peter and John? How many people believed their message in Acts 3 (which Pastor Drew talked about in the Bible Story)?
3. Read Acts 4:8-9. Remind your group that this all began when Peter and John healed a man who had been unable to walk since birth. Feel free to tell the story if time.
4. Read Acts 4:10-11. According to Peter, what happened to Jesus Christ of Nazareth? Why were they able to heal the lame man? 
5. Read Acts 4:12. Talk about what the word “salvation” means and why anyone would need to be saved. Ask kids to tell you how Jesus can save us? Use this as a segue into the Gospel Presentation.

Gospel Presentation (5 min)
Every day, take an opportunity to share the Gospel and remind the children that it is only by believing in the Gospel that we can be saved from our sins. You may want to define “sin” and why we need to be saved from it. 
Some definitions that we use in Fellowship Kids are (along with the hand motions):
· Sin is anything we say (point to mouth), think (point to head), or do (wave hands) that displeases God.
· The Gospel is the good news (clap three times will saying “the good news”) that Christ Jesus (point index fingers to each palm of opposite hand) came into the world (hold arms up in a big circle) to save sinners (wrap arms around body in a hug) through his death (make a cross with the arms) and resurrection (collapse arms down to lay on top of each other, then immediately point both arms straight up, palms together). 
You will have Gospel Tracs available to help explain the Gospel. If children want to make a confession of faith, talk them through how we respond to the Gospel by faith in Jesus Christ and repentance of our sins. One easy way to remember this is: 
Admit to God that you are a sinner and that you need God to forgive you of your sins.
Believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that He died on the cross for your sins and then was raised from the dead.
Confess that you want Jesus to be Lord over your life, and that you want to follow him by being obedient to all that he commands us, found in the Bible. 
After sharing the gospel, ask children if they have any questions and invite them to come talk to one of you if they want to know more about how to become a Christian. If they confess belief in Jesus and a desire to repent of their sins and be forgiven, or if they’re unsure but would like to know more, write their name on the Gospel Response Card in your box and then take a picture of it and send it to Pastor Drew. He (or another leader) will come talk to the child during the next activity or during the closing.

Application Activity (optional)
In your box will be a rock and a ball of slime. Have kids touch both and then ask them to tell you which one they think would be better to build as the foundation of a building. Explain what it means that Jesus is the “cornerstone”. 
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