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Before we get into the book of James… 
 

I want to give attention to what I see the Lord doing in our country and also in our 
own church.  
 
I keep saying “We had a great Sunday this week” and I mean it!  

 
Week after week we see the Lord doing good things in our midst: 

o Worship getting deeper and deeper 
o People connecting with one another  
o People touched by the Lord in different ways 
o Ministries & Outreach developing and growing…  

 
I do not want to be in such a hurry to “get to the next thing” that I miss the moment.  
 
 I am not worried about “missing out”  
 

I want to be in tune with what He is including us in on.  
 
I hope this all makes sense  
 

While I do not believe I or any of us control what God does and does not do – BUT 
at the same time He calls us to obedience. 
 
 There is blessing with obedience 
 Consequence with disobedience 

 
I always want to have “ears to hear” what He is saying and not miss what He 
would like to do in the moment.  
 

§ We all have our own responsibility to follow Christ 
• What is He saying?  
• Is there any sin to repent of?   
• Is there any word of instruction to follow?  

 
The Lord is always at work and I want Him to move as He would like in our midst!  

 
 In a way that is: 

o Real – Personal – Daily!  
 
The author of the book of James (James, brother of Jesus) – has experienced revival of 
his own and the testing of that as well.  
 



Many of his people have scattered –  
- Famine in and around Jerusalem 
- Severe persecution against the church in Jerusalem…  

 
So… James writes this letter with a “firehose” of instruction…  
 

- This instruction is to grow by  
- This instruction is words of life  

 
Chapter 1 so far has given us insight into:  

- How we face trials with Joy 
- We seek God for wisdom and He gives it to us 
- Standing strong in the midst of trials and temptation 

o Dashing the “I am just a sinner” mindset 
o Empowering us  

- Through all of this, James tells us amazing things about the character and nature of 
God  

o His wisdom 
o His generosity 
o His goodness  
o He is the giver of “every good and perfect gift” 

- Through all of this, James also tells us amazing things about the power and 
importance of God’s word…  

 
The last verse we covered last time was verse 18,  
 
James 1:18 
Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind 
of firstfruits of his creatures. 
 
As we continue, we see the fruit of this understanding and the life it brings about!  
 
Today…  
 

We are going to read through the verses for the day (19-27) 
THEN we are going to go over them again more slowly and “pick some of the meat off the 
bones,” but not too much… I want you to go back over these more for yourselves J  
 

We could spend A LOT OF TIME here if we went into every nuance…  
 
James 1:19-27 (READ FROM YOUR BIBLE) 
19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow 
to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of 
God. 21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive 
with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone 
is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural 
face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he 



was like. 25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, 
being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 
26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, 
this person's religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the 
Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep 
oneself unstained from the world. 
 
It is almost like we are reading the “Proverbs of James…” 
 
Let’s look at this more closely…  
 
James 1:19-27 
19 Know this (Understand this clearly, get a full grasp on this), my beloved brothers (his 
instruction is firm, but in love): let every person (in the Present Active Imperative, 
“everyone be SURE to…”) be quick to hear (Aorist Active a continuous action with long-
term effects), slow to speak, (Aorist Active, again a continuous action with long-term 
effects) 
 
We all have been given two “open” ears… and one tongue… one that is kept behind teeth 
and lips! (adapted from a quote I came across) 
 
slow to anger (in a noun form form – “being angry”);  
 

20 for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 
There is a difference between righteous anger and “human anger” –  
 

o Simple test…  
§ Would I be angry if it didn’t affect me at all?  
§ Is it something God would be angry about?  
§ Is this anger bringing me closer to Jesus?  
§ Does it lead me to depend on God, or on me “fixing it?” 

 
These are important questions to ask (I am sure there are more as well) to TEST 
your anger to see if it is of God or not.  

 
James 1:20 (NLT) - 
“Human anger does not produce the righteousness (note: or justice) God desires.”   
 
Here we see NO excuse for "being passionate, or intense" - The is no "this is the way I 
am" clause... 
 
This is "the anger of man" 

- This delineates the anger of man from the anger of God.  
 

- "Be angry and do not sin" - How does this happen? What does this look like?  
 
What would the anger of God look like?  

o Numb. 22:22 (Balaam’s hard Heart),  



o Deut. 4:25 (making carved images), 6:15 (going after other gods), 7:4 (hearts 
turned from God)  

§ All for Righteous reasons 
§ Hard hearts 
§ Wondering people  - away from His clear commands FOR THEIR 

GOOD! 
 
What James is calling for here...  
⁃ Self-control  
⁃ Be angry and do not sin 
⁃ Put away... anger, bitterness...  
 
 

I am guessing that MOST OF THE TIME, my anger has more to do with me, than 
with the righteousness of God.  
 

This will not help me to live in the way God’s word calls me to live.  
 
SO… because all of this is true…  
 
 21 Therefore put away (put off, put away) all filthiness (what comes from moral 
defilement) and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted 
word, which is able to save your souls. 
 
When we do all this “putting off” and “getting rid of” there is a question that 
understandably follows… 
 
 … “Now what?” 
 
I have done all I need to do to get rid of what is holding me back…  
 
 … Now where am I supposed to go? 
  What am I supposed to do?  
 

- RECEIVE the word God planted in you  
o In the form… that says “You DO this… and there will be lasting consequence!)  
o Receive it with meekness 

§ Mildness of disposition 
§ Gentleness of spirit 

 
Why is this important?  
 

It keeps us from being arrogant jerks as Christians!  
 
  GOD put it there (implanted) 
  GOD saved you (not you, keep that in mind!) 
 
 
 



James brings us back to…  
 
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone 
is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural 
face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he 
was like.  
 
This makes me think of being in the kitchen with my wife and she asks if I would grab the 
milk from the garage in the fridge… 
 

So… I go to the garage (good step)… BUT: 
o I then I see that the pellet stove is acting funny, so I go take a look and  

§ See it needs pellets. 
§ Notice the burn-pot needs to be scraped 
§ Scrape the pot… 
§ Put away the tool 

o THEN I notice that the back light is on and wonder why that is, so I check it 
out and see that it’s windy out, so I put away the umbrella in the back… 

o As I come back in, I notice… ETC… 
 

THEN, I wonder… “What was I coming down here for in the first place?  
  
 Have to go BACK to my bride to ask her!  
 
  Oh ya… MILK!!!  

 
Ever do that with what you read in the WORD?  
 
IF WE just “hear” and do not “do” – we FORGET!  
 

OR, if we allow ourselves to be distracted along the way… we FORGET!  
  

The problem is… we give ourselves too much credit!  
 
 I think this is a part of the “deceiving yourselves” 
  
  We give ourselves too much credit  

• I will remember… 
• I will do that after…  

 
James knows this, so he instructs us…  
 
25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no 
hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 
 
There is intentionality here.  
 There is decided action here.  
  There will be victory and blessing here. 
 



“…the one who looks…” 
 
 The word means:  

o To look carefully 
o To inspect curiously 

 
Same word used for Peter and Mary, as they looked intently in the empty grave…  

 
Looking like THIS into the “…perfect law, the law of liberty…” 
 
God’s Law is perfect – the Psalmist gives us a little insight here  
 
Psalm 19:7 
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple; 
 
How can “Law” give us freedom?  
 
 Like the “rules of the road”  
 

o They help you feel free to know where to drive 
o They help you feel like you know what the other cars are going to do…  

 
Freedom.  

 
 Like the rules of a football game… 
 

o They give you parameters in which you can PLAY football (or whatever 
sport) 

o Without this, it would be MAYHEM!  
 
Being a “doer who acts” 
 
 The one who GOES to the garage to GET MILK!  
 
 The one who STOPS at the stop sign! 
 

The one who WAITS for the ball to snap before they tackle the guy with the ball!  
 
THIS ONE…  
 

The one who reads the word of God with intention to do what it says and THEN 
DOES IT…  
 
 THAT ONE WILL BE BLESSED 
 

§ Blessed by God 
§ Likely blessed by others as well!  

 



James closes out this thought with a very practical application…  
 
26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, 
this person's religion is worthless. 
 
I like how the Amplified reads here… 
 
 If anyone thinks himself to be religious [scrupulously observant of the rituals of his 
faith], and does not control his tongue but deludes his own heart, this person’s religion 
is worthless (futile, barren). 
 
Ouch!  
 

James gets to brass tacks… 
 
One of the first things in our lives to go south…? Our WORDS. 
 

We will be getting into this in more depth in a few weeks…  
 
Could it be that James is remembering the words of Jesus? 
 
Matthew 12:33-42 
33 “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, for 
the tree is known by its fruit. 34 You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you 
are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 The good person out 
of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings 
forth evil. 36 I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless 
word they speak, 37 for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be 
condemned.” 
 
James pulls no punches here.  
 

Out of the overflow, the abundance, the profusion of your heart…  
 
WHERE are we to “hide God’s word”  
 
Psalm 119:11 
I have stored up (hidden) your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 
 
SO… as we “store up” or “hide” or “hold precious” God’s word in our heart (the core of 
who we are)… 
 
 We will live out… put into practice… what is IN us!  
 
James gives this example…  
 
 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 



Visiting orphans and widows are a WONDERFUL way to express the word of God that we 
hide in our hearts to LOVE others.  
 
 THERE are more ways than this as well!  
 How do we know? We search the WORD OF GOD!  
 
The second half of this can be a TOUGH ONE… 
 
”…to keep oneself unstained from the world.” 
 

It is tough to not be affected by others around you that are actively living a way that 
is NOT GODLY! 
 
It is difficult to keep your language pure after you have been on the jobsite for a 
while!  

 
HOWEVER…  
 IF we sin… we confess 
 IF we confess… we are forgiven  

IF we are forgiven… we walk (again) in that place of freedom.  
 
Some things are not as tough as they used to be.  
 I choose to-not-to 
  It does get easier with time 
 

That which I still “play” with – I can get too close to the fire and get burned!  
Stains are interesting…  
 

o They can have a lasting effect 
o They can decrease the value  
o They can completely de-value 
o They can keep you in a place of shame 
o They can be a memory of a mistake that does not go away…  

 
But for Jesus…  
There is NO STAIN JESUS cannot clean…  
Psalm 51:2 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 
 
2 Corinthians 7:1 
Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement 
of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. 
 
1 John 1:7-9 
7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we 
have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 


