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In the LAST time we were IN GENESIS (Review) – 
• Joseph is reunited with his father Jacob (Israel) and his brothers. 


• Relationship is restored, 

• They received great favor with Pharaoh as to where they were able to settle in Egypt 

(pasture lands)


• The famine was very severe, but through it all Joseph governed well with great 
integrity as one who served Pharaoh well… 


Chapter 47 ends with Israel making Joseph promise he would bury him with his fathers in 
Canaan.

We pick back up in chapters 48-49

We read of the last interactions with Israel and his sons… all 14 of them… 

14 of them? Yep… intrigued? 

Genesis 48:1-13
After this, Joseph was told, “Behold, your father is ill.” So he took with him his two sons, 
Manasseh and Ephraim. 2 And it was told to Jacob, “Your son Joseph has come to you.” 
Then Israel summoned his strength and sat up in bed. 3 And Jacob said to Joseph, “God 
Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me, 4 and said to me, 
‘Behold, I will make you fruitful and multiply you, and I will make of you a company of 
peoples and will give this land to your offspring after you for an everlasting 
possession.’ 5 And now your two sons, who were born to you in the land of Egypt before I 
came to you in Egypt, are mine; Ephraim and Manasseh shall be mine, as Reuben and 
Simeon are. 6 And the children that you fathered after them shall be yours. They shall be 
called by the name of their brothers in their inheritance. 7 As for me, when I came from 
Paddan, to my sorrow Rachel died in the land of Canaan on the way, when there was still 
some distance[b] to go to Ephrath, and I buried her there on the way to Ephrath (that is, 
Bethlehem).”
8 When Israel saw Joseph's sons, he said, “Who are these?” 9 Joseph said to his 
father, “They are my sons, whom God has given me here.” And he said, “Bring them to 
me, please, that I may bless them.” 10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim with age, so that 
he could not see. So Joseph brought them near him, and he kissed them and embraced 
them. 11 And Israel said to Joseph, “I never expected to see your face; and behold, God 
has let me see your offspring also.” 12 Then Joseph removed them from his knees, and he 
bowed himself with his face to the earth. 13 And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his 
right hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's right 
hand, and brought them near him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen+48&version=ESV#fen-ESV-1459b


Jacob was about to die. He wanted to give his last words to his sons.

Here we see this whole chapter 48 is devoted to Joseph and his sons. 

	 This is where Israel’s sons grow from 12 to 14… 

Israel adopts Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh 

	 Why would he do this? 

Jacob/Israel gives no reason.

It could be simply:
• It doubled Joseph’s blessing – going to his two sons. 


There are some special dynamics of this exchange:
• Israel’s love for his son.  
• Joseph’s respect for his father, as he bows to him, though Joseph is the second 

most powerful man in Egypt. 

• Israel also essentially replaces two of the sons (Simeon and Levi) for an inheritance 

of land (we will see next chapter) 

• We also see Israel essentially placing Joseph as the “oldest son” We will see this a 

bit more in the next chapter as well. 


This was a special and intimate time I am sure both Israel and Joseph had longed for, for 
many years. 

The rest of the chapter was interesting in that Israel blesses his “two new sons” in 
reverse-order, placing Ephraim (the younger) over his brother Manasseh, much to Joseph’s 
chagrin. 

Again, we have no explanation. All we have is the history of Jacob’s own life of being the 
“blessed second-born.”

We have seen already that the Lord was not limited by how He did what He did. 
	
Other times birth-order was not followed already in Genesis?
• Able over Cain, as his sacrifice was accepted and Cain’s was not

• Isaac over Ishmael  
• Jacob over Esau 
• Now we see Ephraim over Manasseh 

	 Again, no reason given – just that it happened. 

Ultimately, we see both sons of Joseph – um, I mean Israel – are blessed and Israel did what 
he did. 

	 Joseph respected it. 

Israel then tells Joseph – 



Genesis 48:22
22 Moreover, I have given to you rather than to your brothers one mountain slope that I 
took from the hand of the Amorites with my sword and with my bow.”

There is no record of this in Genesis, but this was a special gift Israel gave to Joseph. 

Genesis 49 is titled, “Jacob blesses his sons” – but for most of them, it is more like a 
prophetic word, and then some... 

Here, Jacob addresses each of his 12 sons of his four wives. 

Genesis 49:1-2
Then Jacob called his sons and said, “Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you 
what shall happen to you in days to come.
2 “Assemble and listen, O sons of Jacob, 
    listen to Israel your father.

Reuben – 
Though he was “preeminent” that is first born, he showed his real unstable character 
(unstable as water) in how he defiled Jacob’s marriage bed. Therefore, he was losing his 
“first-born status” to Rachel’s first born, Joseph. 

Simeon and Levi – 
Jacob calls out their misguided anger and their unjust murdering of innocent men. They will 
not receive an inheritance of land. We will see later in Joshua 19 that Simeon dissolves into 
Judah and Levi’s tribe will become the tribe of priests, scattered throughout the land of 
Israel.  

Judah – 
“Like a lion” – Where the word picture/name of Jesus as “the Lion of the tribe of Judah” 
comes from. As we know, this is the line of King David and eventually Jesus. Judah was 
redeemed. It is from the name of Judah that we get the term “Jews.” 

Most of the rest of the sons are given specific prophetic words of what their people will 
be. 

Of Joseph, Israel speaks - 

Genesis 49:22
“Joseph is a fruitful bough, 
    a fruitful bough by a spring; 
    his branches run over the wall. 

There are many other blessing spoken over Joseph here… 



For our purposes today, I want to hit on a few highlights that I believe are important for us 
to see: 

1. There is redemption for those who seek it (Judah vs. Reuben)  

Psalm 34:22
The Lord redeems the life of his servants; none of those who take refuge in him will be 

condemned.

	 Psalm 77:15
You with your arm redeemed your people, the children of Jacob and Joseph. Selah

2. The faithfulness of Joseph in all of this is very commendable and led to great 
blessing.  

3. You reap what you sow (no inheritance for Simeon and Levi), yet there is always 
provision (Simeon) and even greater redemption than imaginable (Levi – Moses, Aaron 
and the Levitical priesthood)


Proverbs 22:8
Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, and the rod of his fury will fail.

2 Corinthians 9:6
“…whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will 

also reap bountifully.

4. Our actions matter 
1. Whatever Reuben’s motivation was with Bilhah, there were lasting 

consequences for not choosing to repent. There was nothing heard of him 
regarding any repentance nor reparation. 


2. Judah – Clear signs of repentance and reparation in how he took the lead, 
stood in the gap for his father and for Benjamin. 


3. Joseph – He is our goal. To be the one who follows faithfully through it all 
and trusts that the Lord will bring it about. 

How we live our lives does matter 
• It matters to our own situation

• It matters to those who follow us


God’s plan will prevail. 
• Are we in line with His plan?

• Are we trying to still direct our own plan?

• How would we know the difference?  

Genesis 49:28-32 finishes with Jacob’s instruction on being buried in Canaan in the cave 
with his fathers and their wives, along with his wife Leah. 

Then… 



Genesis 49:33
33 When Jacob finished commanding his sons, he drew up his feet into the bed and 
breathed his last and was gathered to his people

Jacob lived a difficult life, but his life ended with fullness, provision and honor… 

What a story – one for the ages. 

I was pondering, if I were sitting at the feet of Jacob as a child of his… what would he say 
to me? What would he say to you? 

Though we are not likely his decedents, we are children of God… 

Galatians 3:27-29
27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave[g] nor free, there is no male and female, for you are 
all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs 
according to promise.

SO… 
	 What would the words of commendation be? 
	 What would the words of correction be? 

If it is the voice of the Lord, I can tell you it will always lead to an invitation for a deeper 
and more significant relationship with Him. 

It will lead you to a place of great and total surrender. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%203&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29114g

