
                                                                                              
Title: Saved to Serve
Text Ephesians 2:1-10 

Over the past month and a half or so we have done two different 
3 part series -
One was on Worship and another was on “The Church,” and in 
the church series we looked at the church through the lens of 
past, present and future. We saw how the;

• Church past - Was not about an institution, but rather a 
people - A people who are both Humble and Hungry. We 
looked at; 

• Church present - And how the bride of Christ is to be ready 
for his return and  how “The Law”  ( The do’s and Don’ts), 
came through Moses but Grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ.  

And then last week we talked about the;
• Church future - And how church ministries can be built on 

many things but without love, it doesn’t count. 
And so we learned that as God’s church we are to be; 
Humble and Hungry. We must be delivery agents of both Truth 
and Grace, and operate with Faith, Hope and Love. And the 
greatest of these is LOVE!

Next week we will be starting the book of James so I’m pretty 
stoked about that. I've always loved the book of James and its 
practicality of how to walk out this christian life. 
But before we study James that, “Blue collar scholar” and 
younger brother of Jesus, - we are gonna be doing a one off in 
the book of Ephesians this morning.

So turn with me if you will to Ephesians 2:1-10 (pg.976)

And just so ya know I’m dovetailing and using the same timeline 
as Pastor Bill did in the Church series for our outline here in Ch.2 



of - Past, Present and Future, which you will see as we unpack all 
this today:-)

So we’re gonna pray, read and set our tent pegs in these 10 vs.s 
together, and let’s see what God would say to us today. 1st let’s 
Read Ephesians 2:1-10 together
Read Ephesians 2:1-10 together

So just like the church series had this pattern of past, present and 
future we are gonna see the same thing this morning here as we 
unpack these scriptures together as individual believers, -  who 
make up the church. 
Because according to our text today we all have a;

• Past - Vs.1-3 - We were all dead. We have a; 

• Present -  vs.4-9 - We have been saved and seated with 
Christ. And we have a; 

• Future - vs.10 - There is a purpose and calling on all who 
have called upon Christ and are willing to follow him. 

And as we get into this this morning it helps to recognize and 
remember that;

• Intro - diamonds on black cloth ( ill. w/pic ) - Just like a 
black cloth highlights the brilliance of diamonds  

- we’re gonna see the dazzling brilliance of the Gospel against the 
backdrop of a fallen and wicked world.
And this is where we’re gonna start. We start by recognizing that 
there’s a problem, and it’s a big one!
Our journey this morning starts with a problemed past.

Read vs.1-3   - Here we see;

1. Humanities problem -  We are all DEAD! (vs.1-3) 



The Apostle Paul provides us with the coroner's report. He lets us 
know that every person found outside of Jesus Christ is 
pronounced DOA - they are in fact - Dead on arrival. 
And since they are spiritually dead they are therefore separated 
from God for all of eternity.
According to vs.1 -The cause of Death - Tresspasses and sins. 

When Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, sin entered in, and 
has been wrecking house ever since. 
Here’s the picture scripture paints for us.
 - Non believers are;
Dead
Disobedient
Doomed

• Dead - We are all born with a sin nature. And the bible is 
pretty clear when it states, ( a.) We are all sinners, and ( b.) 
Sin leads to death. And ( c. ) that salvation is found in no one 
other than Jesus Christ.  

• Disobedient - To be unsaved is to walk and remain in the 
flesh. Romans 8:7 tells us; 

For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it 
does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. (Rom.8:7 
ESV)
So mankind starts off dead, and disobedient, and ends up 
doomed if we refuse to give ourselves over to Christ. We are in 
fact;

• Doomed - John 3 tells us; 
16“For God so loved the world,i that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 

http://biblehub.com/john/3-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/esv/john/3.htm#footnotes


already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 
Son of God. (Jn.3:18)

So Paul is pointing out the character/characteristics and the 
path of a person who is not saved. 
Verses 1-3 show us what an unredeemed soul looks like and 
where it’s headed.
These same verses also show us “who do believe,” -- those of 
us who have received Christ that there is in fact an enemy that 
hates that you came to Christ and wants to disrupt our 
relationship with the LORD.

We are reminded that while God creates and initiates, Satan 
produces forgeries and constant chaos to attempt to lead people 
from the will of God. 

(ill. How coyotes lead their prey away.) 
• There will always be this attempt by the forces of evil to draw 

people away from the church and from the heart and hands 
of God. 

Warren Weirsbe makes this great observation in identifying the 
three task masters, those slave drivers that attempt to constantly 
pull us away from the freedom found in Christ. They’re found here 
in vs.2-3. And they are;

1.  The ways of the world. (vs.2a)  
 - This is the culture that surrounds us. 

The ideologies that are circulating in society around us. 
This is where we find the identity crisis happening. 
The idea of gender fluidity, the idea of my truth is my truth and 
your truth is your truth and there is no absolute truth.
 I think it’s safe to say that given even a short period of time 
looking at the, “Hot political topics,” on the news and listening to 
the “Woke folk” on social media that we would agree the culture 
around us is pretty confused right now.  So that’as the world we 
live in. Then there’s;



2.  The  Devil. (vs.2b)  
- God creates and Satan counterfeits.

God is the creator of all life and everything that is good and holy. 
Satan is a fraud, a counterfeiter and perverts all that God has 
designed. 
God created and designed life and therefore knows how it’s 
supposed to work. 
If the car runs on gas, we don’t put apple juice in the tank and 
hope things turn out O.K. - There’s a way to do things and God 
has given us his word to navigate this crooked and corrupt world. 
God’s Word is the right version, everything outside of that is a 
perversion. And then there’s;

3.  The flesh. (vs.3)  
- We are Spiritually stillborn.

This is why Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3:6;
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit.

The truth is no one had to teach me to sin or hate or lie - It all 
came natural enough. And my natural desire and tendencies are 
to be self centered and sinful.
I mean have you ever seen a 2yr. old when you take their toy 
away and tell them it’s nap time.
There was a comedian one time that said;

“The only difference between a small child and a terrorist is 
their capability!”

It’s not that little Johnny or little Suzi wouldn’t do you in, it’s that 
they just don’t have that skill set yet. We are all sinful from the 
beginning!

The Apostle Paul says in, Romans 7 - ( His discourse on his flesh 
and sin ), Says;



• Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this 
body of death?  

( Rom. 7:24 ESV)

• Oh, what a miserable person I am! Who will free me from 
this life that is dominated by sin and death? (Rom. 7:24 
NLT) 

We are wicked before we can walk; it just comes naturally to us!

Returning back to Eph.2 we find 2 of the most powerful and hope 
filled words of the bible. “But God!”
Because here's the bottom line. A corpse cannot save itself. You 
and I were not handicapped, we were helpless, we were not 
disabled we were dead! We willingly walked in disobedience and 
we were doomed. BUT GOD!

( walk out vs.4-9) 
 Point 1.) - was about our past and our biggest problem- here we 
see our present, which is;

2. God’s Provision -  The Grace of God. (vs.4-9)
Vs.4. - READ) 
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us, (vs.4)

But God - Changes everything!  -  God intercedes and 
interveins, and he not only saves us but his motivation for doing 
so is amazing as well. God has mercy on us;
(ill. Sick child and parent) - God see’s his children, sick and 
helpless as sin raveshes their lives. He weeps over his creation 
who can do nothing to save themselves and his mercy and love 
cause him to act - to intervene!

vs.5) says;
5even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—(vs.5)



Paul's point here once again is this, - “Don’t think you had 
anything to do with this salvation of your soul you were dead!”
 -  “But God”!  God is the one doing all the heavy lifting cause 
dead people can’t lift anything:-).
 Vs.s 6-7 let us know that it was out of God’s mercy and grace - 
His love for us that he lifted us and seated us in heavenly places 
in Christ. Vs.s 6-7 says this;

6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages 
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
Vs.8-9 proclaim;

8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is 
not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast. (Eph.2:8-9)

And this is great news because the truth is if your good works 
can’t save you - Then your bad works can’t lose you!
 Our salvation is sure because we are saved, sealed and secure 
in Christ! 
This is an amazing comfort because it reminds us that we are not 
saved by works but by grace, and it’s a gift!
“But God” are two great words found here but
 there are two more I want you to see as well.
Grace and mercy.

( Boy and definition of kindness/loving kindness. ill.)

Here’s what we need to know about the meaning of God’s grace 
and mercy.

It is the guilt of man that draws forth God’s grace as he looks 
down on a broken and fallen world. 
And it is our misery that draws forth God’s mercy!

http://biblehub.com/ephesians/2-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/ephesians/2-7.htm


Simply put;
Mercy = God’s Pity

Grace = God’s Pardon

And it is because of God’s kindness that he pours out these 
things on us ( and more), so that we might be in a loving 
relationship with him.
So we have seen our past and present, let’s take a look at our 
future. Look with me at vs.10 - And here’s where we are gonna 
land.

(Read vs.10)

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should 
walk in them.

I actually really like the way that the Berean standard bible puts 
this verse, so that’s the translation you’re gonna see on the 
screen here. 

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in advance as our way of 
life. (vs.10) 

Absolutely one of my favorite verses in the bible! 
This word workmanship can be translated a couple different ways
Workmanship
Handiwork
Masterpiece 
And I want to touch on each of these real quick just to encourage 
you for a moment.
You are God’s;

• Workmanship - 
 I want you to know that God does not do shoddy workmanship. 
You are not just one of many who just happens to be on the right 
assembly line. Right out of the gate in the creation story -



Genesis 1:27 God says, So God created man in his own 
image,

in the image of God he created him; male and female he 
created them. 

And adds in vs.31 - And it was very good!  You are of God’s 
workmanship, and you are his;

• Handiwork -  
You were hand formed by the heart and hands of God himself. He 

didn’t outsource the job to the angels:-). 
The trinity gathered in the warehouse of heaven and created their 

favorite thing, their most prized possession. 
YOU! - God’s desire is that you and I would be in his family! 
And then there’s the word

• Masterpiece - 
A masterpiece is something of great value and worth! 
Probably the most recognizable and well known masterpiece the, 
“Mona Lisa” by Leonardo da Vinci, was insured in 1962 for 100 
million Dollars. And most experts say that at that time if it were to 
be sold the beginning bid would start at 700 million dollars! 
( $700,000,000.00 )

You are God’s Workmanship, His Handiwork and His 
Masterpiece!

All of these words come from the Greek word
(Poiema) = Poem
It is where we get our English word Poem from.

And here is what I love about that. A poem is a thing of passion 
meant for, or about someone you love.
No one ever got a poem when receiving their job review, or job 
evaluation! Unless it was like;
Roses are red, violets are blue, Jonny just got fired, Well, and so 
are you!:-) 



No. We reserve poems for those we love. We recite them at 
funerals, and memorials. We write them in love letters to be read 
by another.

You are God’s poem - Created in Christ Jesus for good 
works…(vs.10b)

You and I are not saved by our good works, but we are saved 
for good works!

The difference is that of the manufacturer and the distributor. God 
is the creator, the author and CEO over life. He is the 
manufacturer of life - He’s the boss. We are the distributors.
One of the definitions of the word;

 “Distribute” = To give out or deliver something.

 God has crafted and created us with different gifts and abilities so 
that we might be able to reach out and deliver the good news of 
salvation to a helpless and hurting world. You might say that we 
are all working in the family business of Hope and reconciliation!
By the way, the benefits are amazing here!
The verse ends with this;
…..which God prepared in advance as our way of life. 
(vs.10c)

Some versions like the ESV say …God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them. But ….as our way of life, just 
resonates with my soul. 
Because God's way is always gonna be the right way. And I want 
to live my life according to His Word and His ways because I 
believe with all my heart that God calls his people to life. 


