Lesson 5: Full of God’s Word
Joshua 1:8 “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.”
	When you open the book of Joshua you will see that Moses, the greatest man Israel has ever had for a leader, has just passed away. God comes to Joshua and tells him that he must now lead Israel into the Promised Land. God tells Joshua not to be afraid, for He is with him. The second challenge that He gives Joshua is to keep to the Law of Moses, and not to turn away from it. That studying, meditating, and following the book of the law will make him prosperous and successful.
	Christian, you are also supposed to take this same challenge today. The book of the law is the Bible, and if you desire to be successful in the Christian life then you have to follow what it says! You cannot turn to the left or to right. It doesn’t matter how any other book or person tells you to live, you have to follow the Bible! It has to be your guidebook, your rulebook, and your playbook for life. The Bible is the most important thing that you have as a Christian. It tells you how to do everything!
1. “This book of the law”
This book of the law is the Bible. Let me be more specific: it is the Authorized King James Version Bible. The KJV is the verbally inspired, infallible, inerrant Word of God for the English speaking people. There are many tremendous books out there on the KJV Bible. I highly recommend that you study out why we hold to the King James Bible, but I am not going to go into length about it in this chapter. I recommend that you ask your pastor or parents about why you hold to the KJV. It is very important for you to know, because someday you will be the one passing it on! The important thing I am trying to emphasize right now is that you get in your Bible!     
0. “Shall not depart out of thy mouth;”
Many Christians have a Bible. Many even have two or three Bibles. The Bible can easily be accessed on our computers and phones. The Bible is more accessible today than it ever has been, but the biggest problem is it has departed from many Christian’s mouths. It is carried in the hand but not in the heart. It sits on the coffee table at many Christian homes, but it is not in their heads. You need to be filling your mind with the truths of God’s Word. Read it. Memorize it. Study it. It has to be a part of you. You will not always have a physical Bible everywhere you go, so put it in your heart. You can memorize the Bible. You have enough time to read it. Just schedule a time in your day to read the Bible. 
Ephesians 6:10-17 says “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:” 
David said in Psalms 63:1 “O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is;” Lamentations 3:22-23 says “It is of the LORD's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.”
I don’t know about you, but I don’t just want the blessings of God at night before I go to bed. I want the fresh blessings that God wants to give me every morning! I want to hunger and thirst after God all day long! If the Bible is my sword, then I need to find it in the morning first thing! Determine that you are going to read the Bible first thing in the morning when you wake up. Start your day right with the truths of God’s Word (and, if you are anything like me, a hot cup of coffee is also mandatory!). I can’t tell you how many times I have read something in the morning that has helped me later on that day; if I wasn’t faithful to God’s Word that morning I wouldn’t have been helped by that truth. 
0. “but thou shalt meditate therein day and night,”
Typically when you hear the word ‘meditate’ your mind pictures a little Chinese man sitting cross-legged in a cave, holding up his hands and humming. That’s not what the Bible is talking about here. The word meditate simply means “to think deeply or carefully.” It is very important to read the Word of God, but you should be meditating on what you read. Skimming over the pages just to accomplish a reading goal will not help you, but studying and thinking about the Words of God will. If you read something in the morning when you get up, don’t just leave it there! Think about it wherever you go that day. Ponder it in your heart. Try to apply what you read to your life that same day!
0. “that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein:”
This is why you read the Bible. You are supposed to do what it says. You are supposed to follow the principles written in it. Jesus said to the disciples “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” (John 14:15). Have you ever said that you love God? Probably you have- but do you keep His commandments? It is important to read the Bible so you can learn the commandments, but it does you no good if you just read them and do not live them!
That is what where a lot of Christians have gone wrong. They say they love God, but when they see a commandment that they don’t agree with they throw that one out! That is not how you love God! You can’t love Him if you do not do what He says! I heard a preacher say it this way once: 
“I have decided to obey God’s Word in every area of my life. I have decided that no matter what the Bible says I will follow it. It doesn’t matter what I think, I have decided that I am not going to argue with God’s Word! As a matter of fact, if I found somewhere in the Bible where it says that I should not wear brown socks, I would go home and throw my brown socks away!”
It seems like a silly statement, but it is how you are going to be successful as a Christian! If this is your determination, then you will be a successful Christian! Decide that no matter what anyone else says that God’s Word is always right. Does anything matter more than pleasing God? NO! So if it is contrary to the Bible then get it out of your life!
If a man speaks contrary to the Bible, he is wrong! Romans 3:3-4 says “For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.” God’s Word is always right. Your words and my words are based on opinion, but God’s Word is based on the TRUTH! If your words line up with God’s then they are right, but if not, they are wrong!
0. “for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.”
The pattern for success and prosperity? Read in, meditate on, and follow God’s Word! That’s what God said to Joshua, and that still applies today! Learn to be a student of God’s Word. There are many Bible reading plans that you can follow. Find one that is right for you, and set a time to read the Bible. Ask your parents and pastor how they study their Bibles. A successful Christian is a Bible-reading Christian!
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