Lesson 7: Full of Sticktoitiveness (Stick-to-it-iveness)
Proverbs 24:16 “For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall into mischief.”
	I already know what you are thinking when you read the chapter title. I know it’s not technically a real word, but the concept of the word is fantastic, and there are many Biblical principles that apply to it. Sticktoitiveness means perseverance. It means that no matter what happens, you have such an ardent desire to achieve something that you never quit on it! The apostle Paul said it this way in Philippians 3:14 “I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Joshua said it this way in Joshua 24:15 “but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 
	Do you know why a lot of Christians quit serving God? It is because they have no sticktoitiveness! When it gets a little hard they quit. Paul said “I press toward the mark”. That word ‘press’ in that context means “to continue in one’s action.” Study the life of Paul. He was beaten, imprisoned, mocked, despised, betrayed, and eventually killed for the cause of Christ. How could this man who had gone through so much persecution keep going? It was because Paul had such a strong passion burning inside of him that he kept being faithful to God! He kept on because he didn’t care what happened to him. All he cared about was serving God. When he fell, he got back up again.
	Hebrews 12:1-2 “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
	Paul had developed this mindset, and he tried to encourage others to do so as well. He tells us in Hebrews 12:2 that we should be “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” You see, in order to keep that inner passion you must do what Jesus did. He set the joys of saving the souls of men and pleasing His Father before Him! That’s how he was able to endure the cross and despise the shame. The joy helped Him press on. The desire that He had to do God’s Will overshadowed the mocking and criticism of others! Christian, you must do the same thing! If you want to serve God faithfully, you have to decide to! You have to have a passion that comes from within, the joy of pleasing God! You have to determine that nothing will make you stop and no one can make you quit!
	There are too many Christians today who are giving up on serving God because they have no inner passion. They have never set any joy before them, so when it comes time to bear their cross or when shame comes upon them they quit on GOD! Just decide that you are in this thing for the long haul. Ask God to help you! When you fall, get back up again! When you are in a valley, cry out to God! He will come through for you! God will never put you in a place that you cannot handle. He will never allow a circumstance or trial to knock you down and out. He always makes a way for you to get through it. Determine to serve Him today! Get full of STICKTOITIVENESS when it comes to serving God!
	Have you ever done a Bible Study on Abraham, David, Nehemiah, Paul, or Joseph? All of these men are giants of the faith, but they all faced adversity. They all had chances to quit. What kept them going? They had an inner passion to please God. It kept them going through the trials. Let’s briefly look together at the Apostle Paul and see how he kept his inner passion for Christ!
1. Paul’s inner passion wasn’t affected by PEOPLE
If you read in Acts 13:49-52 you will see that Paul and Barnabus were preaching at Antioch, several Jewish leaders got upset and kicked him out of town. They shook off their feet and went to the next town. How were they able to do this? Verse 52 says they were filled with joy and the Holy Ghost. They had a JOY in serving Jesus regardless of who accepted them. If your passion is external, then you will get discouraged when the people you help leave you or hurt you. If your passion is external, you will get discouraged when no one listens or seems to care. You sing the song “I have decided to Follow Jesus” but the reason you follow Him must come from the passion inside you. For there will be times when you have to say “though no one join me, still I WILL FOLLOW!” Because the passion came from within, no person could halt his zeal.
0. Paul’s Inner passion wasn’t affected by CIRCUMSTANCES
Acts 16:25 “And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God;” They weren’t at a church watch night service; they were in jail. Their circumstances weren’t the best, but their praise was. It’s easy to praise God when your life is good, but inner passion for God will help you through the tough times. I think of Job. He lost everything: Family, Wealth, Possessions. Even his own wife gave up on him. But he said in Job 1:21,”The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” Because the passion came from within, no happening could discourage it.
0. Paul’s Inner Passion wasn’t affected by SURROUNDINGS
He was just as excited about praising God in Jail as he was in the church! He preached inside of buildings but he also preached in the street. Because the passion came from within, no outside influence could stop him. If the passion was external, then Paul would have praised God when it was easy but quit when it was not.
0. IV. Paul’s Inner Passion wasn’t affected by RESULTS
I Corinthians 3:1-7 “And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.  So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”
There was a problem in the church of Corinth. People were calling themselves followers of Paul and Apollos. Paul was quick to reprimand them and say, “Whoa, hold on here. Apollos and I are just preachers. Yes I planted, Apollos watered, but GOD gives the increase.” You see Paul didn’t care about the result. His passion for God drove him to serve God and then give God the credit. It’s easy to preach when you know people will tell you good job. It’s easy to sing when you know you can sing well. It’s easy to serve when you are getting results. It’s easy to serve when you know someone will acknowledge you for it. If the only time you worship is in front of people then that is an exterior passion. If no one ever gets saved, will you still go soulwinning? Will you still read your Bible and Pray if no one ever sees? Jeremiah was a preacher who no one listened to. Jeremiah preached for years and had no results. Jeremiah got so discouraged that he said in Jeremiah 20:9 “Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name…” Jeremiah said that his ministry was no good and that he would speak no more of GOD, but then he continued in that same verse. “But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.” You see even though Jeremiah got discouraged, He had GOD’S WORD burning in his heart! He had to keep going! He had to press on! He was able to keep going because the fire came from within! 
Our Inner Passion comes from our salvation, Bible reading, prayer, the Holy Spirit Power, faithfulness to church, separation, and a daily desire to please GOD! I don’t give to get a tax deduction, I give because I have an inner passion to please God! I don’t serve for a paycheck, I serve because I have a desire to please my Father! I don’t sing because I have ability or because I seek praise, I sing because the passion inside me burns and I have to let it out! I don’t preach because I am a gifted orator, I preach because His Word is in my heart as a burning fire and it won’t stay! I don’t want to soulwin out of sense of duty, I want to do it because I love the Lord! I don’t praise God just in the church house or around good people or in good times. I praise Him all the time because He is my God, He saved my soul, He made me whole, He called me to His service, He desires to bless my life, He helps in the bad times, He gives me strength, and He hears me when I pray! We have got to get back to just doing what God wants us to do! We have to burn with a zeal and a passion to please God!!!
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