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Sunday School Lesson
October 4th  
=A PATTERN OF GOOD WORKS
A Pattern of Love

AIM:  to teach my pupils what Christian love is and to encourage them to possess it.

POINT OF CONTACT:  Show them a wedding band, a letter sweater, a graduation ring, or some other mark of a relationship.  Explain to the class that there is such a mark for those who are Christians.  This mark is love.  The letter sweater, the engagement ring, the wedding band, the graduation ring, etc. of the Christian is love.  God wanted to choose something that would distinguish the Christian from other people.  He chose love.

  I.
WHOM ARE WE TO LOVE?

1.
We are to love God.  Matthew 22:37; Mark 12:30, 33; Luke 10:27.  You will notice that our love is to be a mental love, a physical love, and a heart love—in fact, with all of our being, we are to love God.  This means that our bodies should be presented to Him so we can love Him with all our minds; and our affection is to be toward Him.

2.
We are to love our neighbor.  Matthew 22:39.  Jesus was asked, “Who is my neighbor?”  in       Luke 10:29.  Jesus then gives the story of the good Samaritan.  The man who was a stranger to the good Samaritan and yet was in trouble was his neighbor.  That means anyone who needs our help is our neighbor.  This means, of course, we are to love everybody.    You will notice we are to love our neighbor AS OURSELVES.  Romans 13:9; Galatians 5:14; James 2:8.  Our love to others should be as is our love to ourselves.  This is a tremendous command and one that certainly takes the Spirit to fulfill.

3.
We are to love one another.  John 15:12, 17.  This means we are to love God’s people.  There is a certain tie that should bind the people of God about which the world knows nothing!  God gives His people a love for each other that often transcends any other relationship of life.

5.
We are to love all the saints.  Colossians 1:4.  Some of the saints are not as lovely as others.  It does not say we are to love the lovely saints, or to love the loving saints, or to love the lovable saints.  We are to love all the saints.  We are to love every person in our church and every person who is saved in every other church.  God’s commandment is that we should love the people of God.

6.
We are to love our enemies.  Matthew 5:43, 44.  Thus far, we had not been asked to go the second mile in love.  It is easy to love God.  It is not too hard to love our neighbor.  It is not so difficult to love all of the saints, but to love our enemies certainly takes the Spirit of Christ.  Is there someone in the world that doesn’t like you?  You are to love him.  Is there someone in the world who curses you?  You are to bless him.  Is there someone in the world who slaps you?  You are to turn the other cheek and love him.

 II.
HOW ARE WE TO LOVE?

1.
We are to love with a sincere love.  II Corinthians 8:8.  It is not to be a shallow, superficial kindness; it is to be a deep love.  It is not to be surface love or simply love prompted by passing the Dale Carnegie course.  We are to love in our hearts.  It is to be a sincere love.

2.
We are to prove our love.  II Corinthians 8:24.  It is not enough simply to say we have love.  We are to prove it.  Our love should stand the test.  We should do things to prove that we love.  (Ask the pupils some ways they can prove their love to others.)

3.
Our love should be prompted by the Holy Spirit.  Galatians 5:22.  Notice the fruit of the Spirit begins with love.  To have the right kind of love, the Holy Spirit must give it to us.  Let us ask Him daily to fill us with love.

4.
People are to know of our love.  Ephesians 1:15.  Notice the words, “after I heard of your...love unto all the saints.”  Our love should be the kind that will be obvious.

5.
It should be a love that prompts labor.  I Thessalonians 1:3.  Notice the words, “labour of love.”  What we do for Christ should be prompted by love.  Our soul winning, our teaching, our giving—all should be prompted by love.  (Ask the class to tell you some things that love should prompt a person to do.  Some of these would be to keep God’s commandments, for in John 14:5 Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”  We should give the tithe and offerings, come to church faithfully, live a separated life, etc.  Discuss some things that love would prompt us to do.)

6.
We should love because we are indebted to love.  In Romans 13:8a, notice the words, “Owe no man any thing, but to love one another.”  We owe a debt to people to love them.  Honest people pay their debts.  (Teacher, discuss here the importance of paying your debts.  This would be materially.  Then transfer this to the subject of loving.  We owe every man a debt; if we do not love him, we are not honest in the paying of our debts and the meeting of our obligation.)

7.
Our love should abound.  Philippians 1:9.  In other words, it should multiply.  We should love more the longer we live.

8.
We should learn to love.  I Thessalonians 4:9.  Notice the words, “are taught of God to love.”  Of course, love is of God, and when a person is saved, the love of God comes into his heart; but there is more to it than that.  We can be taught to love.

1)
God teaches us to love.  The more we are around people who love, the more love we have.  The more we walk with God, the more we will learn to love.

2)
We learn to love by being around Christians who are loving people.  One of the finest ways to learn is by example or by demonstration.  One should associate with loving people and the kind of people who have Christian love in order to become filled with the love of Christ.  (Teacher, talk to the pupils here about running with the right crowd, the crowd who is loving, kind, gracious, friendly, and clean.)

9.
We should increase in love.  I Thessalonians 3:12.  We should love more today than yesterday and more tomorrow than today.

10.
We are to love to prove our salvation.  I John 3:14.  One of the finest ways to know we are saved is if we love the brethren.  The Bible plainly says here that if we do not love our brethren, it means we are not saved.

11.
We are to love in deed.  I John 3:18.  We are to do deeds of love.  If we love someone, we should do things for him.  In other words, we should be expressive of our love.  Our love should cause us oftentimes to be sacrificial.

12.
We are to dwell in love.  I John 4:16.  By that we mean, we should not just come to visit love occasionally; we should live there all the time.

13.
If we love God, we have to love our brother.  I John 4:20.

14.
We are commanded to love.  I John 4:21.

15.
True love for God will keep His commandments.  I John 5:2, 3.  This does not mean we will be perfect, but it means we will do our best to keep the commandments of God.  (Teacher, it might be wise to go through the Ten Commandments and explain to the pupils that the right kind of love will prompt our sincere attempt to keep these and all the commandments of God.)

III.
SOME THINGS WE ARE NOT TO LOVE.

1.
We are not to love sleep.  Proverbs 20:13.

2.
We are not to love the world.  I John 2:15.

3.
We are not to love only in word, but also in deed.  I John 3:18.


