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Thyatira-   “The Fake Youth Group”

The Youth Group at Thyatira knew the system and worked it. 

I. The City

Thyatira was a small thriving and wealthy inland city located on a major trade route located about forty miles southeast of Pergamos. 
The city was located in a rich agriculture area, and was famous for the manufacture of purple dye. 
Thyatira was a commercial center with a military garrison, manufacturing and materialistic people.  
Its patron deity was a warrior goddess. 
To participate in the local economy would have required membership in trade guilds that sponsored idolatrous annual festivals—thus putting pressure on Christians to compromise to fit in.

II. The Church

We have one other mention of this city in the Bible and it is found in the book of Acts. 
Acts 16:14-15 (KJV) 
14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. 15 And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us. 


It’s remarkable that the Lord would single out a very small church in a relatively obscure city for such an important letter. Though this was the smallest of the churches addressed in the book of Revelation, it’s the longest letter written. 
However the message reaches far beyond the immediate circumstances in the church at Thyatira. 

III. The Commendation

The Lord speaks well of their 
A. Ministry
“I know thy…
“works”-     performance-  deeds done 

B. Motives
“charity”-   power-  love shown
“service”-  position- helping others
“faith”-      principles-  beliefs   someone had taught right. 
“patience”- patience-  

C. Maturity 
Progress-  More works added as they got older… 
“and thy works”
“the last to be more than the first”

III. The Condemnation

Jesus deals with the things he has against them… 

While they were doing the ministry, with good motives and were even maturing in ministries… 
They were also living in sin and doing all of this out of the flesh. 

They allowed a woman to teach in the church. (Rev. 2:20)
I Tim 2:12
But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.

The seemingly small compromise of allowing a woman to teach and lowering the authority of the Pastor… 
Leads to Sin. 

Seemingly Small Fleshly Compromise Leads to Sin. 

They were involved in fornication. (Rev. 2:20)
I Cor 6:18
Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.

They were involved in idolatry. (Rev. 2:20)
Gal 5:19
 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,
21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.


God’s Mercy is Shown
He offers space for repentance. (Rev. 2:21)
He warns of swift judgement. (Rev. 2:22-23)

IV. The Chastening

He says 

Paralyzed-  “cast her into a bed”  

Punished- “great tribulation”

Put to Death- “I will kill her children”

The Purpose- “all the churches will know that I am he which searcheth the reins and the hearts”

V. Challenge 

Perseverance-  
“Hold fast till I come.”

Promise- 
“Power”

Provision-
Rev 2:27-28
And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. 
And I will give him the morning star. 

VI. The Clays Mill Lesson

A. Jesus Sees All We Do

“eyes like unto a flame of fire”-  Searching 
“feet like fine brass”-  Standing

You can fool school, mock parents, trick YP,  But God sees. 

“I Know Thy Works”-  He knows what you do. 

Jesus doesn’t just see Christian School Chapel-  He sees your Computer Screen Last Night. 
Jesus doesn’t just see you out soul winning- He sees your social media and phone messages
Jesus doesn’t just see how you knock doors- He sees you behind closed doors.

B. The Strong Punishment for Changing

The church had been founded and taught right… 
Lydia had come from this church… Jezebel was not the only example there. 
Though there were some changing… (20-seduce my servants)
Many had not changed…  (24- as many as not have this doctrine)

God is swift to punish those who know good and doeth it not… to him it is sin. 

Deut 12:29-31
When the LORD thy God shall cut off the nations from before thee, whither thou goest to possess them, and thou succeedestd them, and dwellest in their land; 30 Take heed to thyself that thou be not snared by following them, after that they be destroyed from before thee; and that thou enquire not after their gods, saying, How did these nations serve their gods? even so will I do likewise. 31 Thou shalt not do so unto the LORD thy God: for every abomination to the LORD, which he hateth, have they done unto their gods; for even their sons and their daughters they have burnt in the fire to their gods.

Jer 10:2
Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them.

2 Cor 6:14-18
Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

II Peter 2:18-22
For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were cleane escaped from them who live in error. 19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.
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20-Jezebel was leading the church. 

This is not as much an indictment on women as it is a blatant battle against leadership. 

The Pastor was given to lead the church. 

You and I have been given certain God-Given Leadership, we should follow. 

Parents. Pastor. Teachers. YP. Adult Leaders. Elders. 

God put you where you are and put who you have in your life there for a reason.

D. Fornication is a Sin

Rev 2:20-21
Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.
21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.

Fornication is defined as lewdness of unmarried persons…. 
It is a sin for boys and girls to send “seducing” messages. 
It is a sin for a boy to touch a girl in sensuality. 
It is a sin for a girl to touch a boy in sensuality. 
It is a sin for a boy or girl to look at pictures on the internet that are lewd or sensual. 
It is a sin for a boy or girl to watch movies with lewdness or sensuality depicted. 

It is so much a sin that God said because of the sin and the unrepentant heart… 
I will paralyze her and kill her children. Rev 2:21-23

E. Idolatry is Still a Sin

Idolatry:
The worship or excessive attachment of idols, images, or any thing made by hands, or which is not God.

“excessive attachment”-  WOW. I have always heard Idolatry is putting anything in front of God. 

Sports. Boys. Money. Cars. Girls. Entertainment. Friends. TV. Social Media. Phones. 

God hates Idolatry. 
1 Corinthians 10:14 Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.
Galatians 5:20   Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,
Colossians 3:5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

F. No Matter Your Sin-  God Offers A Space of Grace

Rev 2:21 
21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.

Whatever you may be doing that no one knows about… God Knows. 
And he doesn’t want to punish- He wants you to repent. 
He gives you Sunday School Lessons, Sermons, Chapel… to repent… 

But One Day…. The Time will run out and He will have to Judge. 

G. For Those Trying To Do Right and Not Wrapped Up in Sin

Rev 2:25
Hold fast till I come… 

Keep doing it. Don’t Change. Don’t Compromise. Don’t give in to Sin. 

Many Believe
a.	This is a picture of the churches under the rule of the Roman Catholic Church.
b.	Idolatry and fornication became commonplace in the church through the doctrines surrounding the priests, confession, icons, and saints.
c.	He introduces Himself to this church as the Son of God, because the church had reduced Him to the Son of Mary.
d.	This pictures the churches generally in the seventh through the sixteenth century.
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