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Philadelphia-  The Loving Church

The Youth Group at Philadelphia was all about Loving OTHERS. 

I. The City

Story of Philadelphia-  William Penn. City not ruled by dictator that would discriminate, hate and put down. 
Rather a city full of Philadelphia-  Greek for “Brotherly Love”

It was described as a “little Athens” based on its buildings and temples.
It was a city that was well known for its wine and drinking.
Its main god was the god of wine.
Philadelphia was not a wealthy, sophisticated or influential city. 
Located on an easily defended hill beside a major highway, it functioned as an outpost for spreading Greek and Roman culture (and later Christianity) to the surrounding region.

II. The Church

This is the only mention of the church at Philadelphia in the Bible.
We do not know about its founding or early history.
Of the seven letters to the seven churches found here in Revelation only two didn’t receive any sort of
correction or rebuke. 
One was the church in Smyrna, and the other is this church, the church in Philadelphia.

III. The Condemnation 

There is no condemnation to the church at Philadelphia. 

Of the seven letters to the seven churches found here in Revelation only two didn’t receive any sort of
correction or rebuke. 
One was the church in Smyrna, and the other is this church, the church in Philadelphia.

Jesus has nothing but good things to say to this group. 

IV. The Commendation

Service- v.8  “I Know Thy Works”

This was a serving church. They had an open door for people. 
They loved people and wanted to help people. 

Strength- v.8 “Thou hast a little strength”

They were small and poor, but stayed strong. 
Strong in Faith. Fellowship. Fundamentals. 

Stand- v.8 “Hast kept my word”  “hast not denied my name”

Verse 9 says there was a group from the Synogogue of Satan in their town as well. 
No doubt it was not easy, but they lived by the Bible and stood for Jesus Christ. 

V.  The Clays Mill Lesson

A. Unconditional Passion

Verse 9- “I have loved thee”

Jesus loves the Church.  

Eph 5:25
…..even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
He established it. He empowers it.

He promises
Protection
Provision
Power
Promotion
 
The Church is more than a social club meeting, it is what Jesus loves. 
If you love Jesus you will love what He loves and He loves the Church. 

But….  Jesus loves YOU.  You are the Church. 
I know its cliché, sometimes we hear it a million times, but Jesus loves you. 
The God of Heaven LOVES YOU. 
He came for you. He lived for You. He died for You. He rose for You. 
He’s coming back for You. 
ALL FOR YOU. 

You may feel like no one cares… Life may get tough… Times may get hard…  But just know…
Jesus Loves You.

Psalm 142:3-5
When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then thou knewest my path. In the way wherein I walked have they privily laid a snare for me.
4 I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that would know me: refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul.
5 I cried unto thee, O Lord: I said, Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land of the living.

Its more than a song for little kids… it’s a reality. Think about it for a minute. 
He knows your life. He knows your struggles. He knows your sins. He knows your sadness. 
And He Loves YOU. 

And knowing he loves us… we are to love one another with that same love. 
John 13:34
A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.

It is when you are truly in tune with Jesus’ love for you that you can transfer that love to others. 
We are supposed to love. 
Love Jesus. 
Love the Church.
Love Each Other. 

B. Undeniable Persecution

Verse 9- Synagogue of Satan 

Even a great church like Philadelphia faced persecution. 
They loved people. They were serving the Lord. 
They were doing right and standing for truth…

And the Devil didn’t like it. He fought against it. 

You better mark it down that the Devil is going to do everything he can to
Distract. Discourage. Disappoint. Disable. 

We must “have a little strength” (verse 8)

You will face opposition from the Flesh, the World and the Devil.

When people make fun or belittle Bible Principles, what will you do?
When you are faced with the decision to do what you know is right or do what you want?

Maybe not saying no to drugs, alcohol, etc.. 
But what about when a friend turns on music or movies that you shouldn’t watch?
What about when you should do something and you choose not to… 

When you must choose between whats easy and whats right. 
When the Bible way isn’t the popular way… 
When truth is trashed rather than triumphed… 
When you have the ability to do good or to best… 





C. Unwavering Principles

I pray for you to develop Unwavering Principles. 
Verse 8- “Hast kept my word”    “hast not denied my name”

What are your principles? Where do you get your beliefs?
Those in 7 and 8th grade may still be adopting parents, pastors, principles. 
Those older should be developing principles that are YOURS. 
Don’t have to be different, just distinguished as YOURS. 
You believe it. You live it. 
Not you go along so you don’t get in trouble with Parents, School, Etc. 
What do you believe?
What do you base your belief on?  Got Scripture?

D. Unlimited Potential

There is An Unlimited Potential in Our Youth Group  
Verse 8 “I have set before thee an open door”

Skys the limit. There is an open door and no one can shut it. 
Spreading the Gospel- Jesus tells them that He has set the door wide open for them to make a difference. 
United States. Kentucky. CMRBC. 
Door of Opportunity. Door of Obedience. Door of Loving Others. 
What God can use you to do is unlimited.
Gods Will is real. Its not just a spooky sermon illustration. God Has a Plan for your Life. He wants to use you. 
I don’t know what He will do with your life… 
I don’t know Gods Will for your life down the road…. Who you will marry, your school, your career. 
But God’s Will is an Open Door. 
Open For giving the gospel and being a soul winner. 
Open For being a Christian example. 
Open For loving and helping others.
Open For making a difference in your world…  

He has set the door open, all you have to do is walk through it. 

Closing:

Are we a Philadelphia youth group?  
Do you love Jesus, Do you love each other?
Where do you get your principles?  
Are you willing to take a stand for Christ?
[bookmark: _GoBack]What about that Open Door? Will you go through?
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