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Laodica-  The Lukewarm Church

The Youth Group at Laodica professed but did not practice.  

I. The City
It was a large city situated on a main trading road. 
It was the home of the Roman governors.
It was an incredibly wealthy city.
From history, we learn that Laodicea was a proud and prosperous city, yet it played only a minor role in the spread of Greek culture. Its imposing fortifications gave the appearance of strength and promoted a feeling of security, yet its valley location and its exposed water supply made the city quite vulnerable. Laodicea was a banking center with a strong sense of independence. This independent attitude is reflected in its name, which in Greek means "the people decide" or "the people judge" (see Strong's Exhaustive Concordance). T
It was well known for clothing and fashion.
It was dedicated to sports.
It was given over to idolatry.



II. The Church

We are not told specifically about the founding of this church in the Bible.
It was likely founded during Paul’s third missionary journey.
It did exist in Paul’s day, as he asked the church at Colosse to greet the church at Laodicea.
Paul also mentions a letter that he wrote to the church at Laodicea.
The church was well off. Had buildings, land, money. 
The people owned church. Above God. 
They decided what was best. No reference to God’s Word or God’s Will.  
Their wealth and prosperity had fostered an attitude of worldliness. 
They are lukewarm about the Truth, obedience to the commandments and their mission to preach the Gospel. 
They are very independent, and have "need of nothing" (Revelation 3:17). 
The picture of Laodicea is of a sophisticated and self-sufficient church that trusts in its own wealth, numbers and wisdom. 
It appears strong, stable and unified, but it is internally divided. 
Its independent-minded people rejected the leadership of Jesus Christ while they do their own thing! 

The church in Laodicea was lacking in every way. It was a compromising, conceited, and Christless church and Christ said that it made Him sick (Revelation 3:16). 
III. The Condemnation 

Spiritual Poverty
The Laodiceans were rich, but their riches were worldly, not spiritual. They needed spiritual wealth which can only come through Christ (Revelation 3:18).

Spiritual Attitude (16)
The status of the attitude of the church was wretched, miserable. 

Spiritual Nakedness
Laodiceans produced fine black wool clothing, yet the Bible calls them naked, in need of white garments (Revelation 3:17–18). In a sense, naked Laodiceans lack vital pieces of spiritual armor. 
Nakedness in Scripture is a metaphor for defeat and humiliation, therefore Christ counsels them to procure “white garments” from Him that the shame of their nakedness might be covered (Revelation 3:18).

Spiritual Blindness
Laodicea had a medical school noted for its eye-salve, yet the Bible describes its people as blind to their own spiritual condition. Intellectual "sophistication" prevented them from seeing their own lack of spiritual discernment. 
They didn’t even see or know that there was a problem. 
The only salve for spiritual blindness is repentance and submission to the Lord Jesus Christ, asking Him for the fullness and wisdom of His Spirit to restore our spiritual sight.

Spiritual Compromise
There is only one word of counsel for the spiritually compromised: “Therefore be zealous and repent” (Revelation 3:19). God doesn’t love us only when we are doing the right things. He loves us all the time and He wants us to repent when we need to.
God loves us too much to leave us the way we are.

Spiritual Mutiny
Christ has this to say for any without Him: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If any man hear My voice and open the door, I will come in to him and sup with him, and he with Me” (Revelation 3:20). 

When Christ is moved to the margins and pushed outside the Church altogether, He stands knocking and seeking to be invited back in.

The lesson of Laodicea is urgent: Wake up before it is too late, and ask God to open your eyes to see your own spiritual condition—repent of complacency, compromise, materialism and stubborn independence; respond to the leadership of Jesus Christ and do not lose your reward!

IV. The Commendation

Labor- v.15  “I Know Thy Works”

There were some works going on. But the spiritual condition of the church had diminished these works to the point that they made God sick. 
 

Love v.19 “As many as I love”

Jesus still loved them. Even though they were not what He wanted for them, He still loved them. 
When you are blindly deceived, Jesus still loves you. 
When you are lacking but living it up, Jesus still loves you. 
When you are embarrassing Him, Jesus still loves you. 
 
V.  The Clays Mill Lesson

A. What’s Your Temperature

Lukewarm?  What does that mean? 
Some believe 
Hot is doing right. 
Cold is doing wrong. 
Lukewarm is not doing right…   

Hot?-   On fire for God. 
Hungry for God. In His Word, Praying, Witnessing, etc. 
Trying to walk with God. 
Tells others about Jesus 
Wants to do right. 

Cold?- Cold hearted, cold on God. 
Not interested. Opposed to Spiritual Things. Could care less. Disbelieving Bible. 
Turns off in Church. Doesn’t attend activities. Only goes to minimum required. 
Reacts to Rules instead of realizing the Relationship. 

Lukewarm- Not on fire, but not opposed. 
Enjoys Activities, but not Preaching. 
Likes the people at church, but not principles. 
Hears a message against dating, sneaks to talk to boy..
Rides Soul Winning Bus, but not really into soul winning. 
Has a Bible, has a schedule. Doesn’t attempt to follow it.
Gets a prayer list on way out of Wed church. Never looks at it. 




A. Who WE are Matters Little

Verse  (v.17)  
Thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing. 

Clays Mill….. Remember a few weeks ago… our reputation. 

Truth is doesn’t really matter what we think about Clays Mill. Matters what God thinks. 

We could have all the material possessions in the world… 
But if we have removed Jesus… we are operating in vain. 

You can have suit, dress…. No Jesus… YUK
You can have tons of work… No Jesus… YUK


C. Invest in Spiritual Things

Verse 18- 
Gold Tried in Fire- 	Scripture. Bible. Priceless. 
White Rainment-  	Security. Faith. Clothing. Not ashamed. 
Eye Salve-   		Spirit.   To Walk in and guide you. 
 
What do you invest in?      

TALENT

TREASURE

TIME

FUTURE

What are we investing in?

Movies. 	Music. 	Activities. 	Friends. 	

Are they helping me, hurting me or wasting me???

D. Include Jesus in Your Life

Verse 20- Behold I stand at the door… 

He’s not in the church. They kicked Him out… No wonder they are lukewarm… 

Is Jesus in your Activities, Appearance, Attitude, Appetites… 

Or is he standing on outside looking in… 

Closing:

Whats your temperature? 	Whats our youth group temperature?
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