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Pergamos –  “The Compromising Youth Group”

The Youth Group at Pergamos was standing, but not all the way up. 

I. The City
A. This city was the center of commerce for western Asia. The capital city of Asia Minor, 
45 minutes from Smyrna. 
B. It had an immense library of over 200,000 volumes. Its citizens were sophisticated and literate.
C. The city was addicted to idolatry and immorality. Home to imposing temples dedicated to Zeus, Apollo, Athena, Asclepius (the healing cult) and Caesar. 


II. The Church
a. Revelation 2 is the only mention of the church at Pergamos.
b. Beyond this reference, we know nothing else about the church.
c. 
The Youth Group at Pergamos was standing, but not all the way up. 

A.  Satan’s Seat
The town was called “even where Satans Seat is”
“Where Satan Dwelleth”
Some believe this was because of the false worship of Zeus. 
Some believe this was because of the image of Caesar that was irrected on the hill.

Nontheless, all can agree, this was a difficult place to serve. 

B. Martyrdom 
“Antipas” was a member here and apparently was martyred. 
He was martyred as a faithful man, who was preaching about Christ. 





  
III. Commendation of Christ

Their Practice   “I know thy works…”
Jesus notes the works of this church. Even in the midst of all of the idol worship and false gods, they were working to serve the Lord. 

Their Place  “where Satan dwelleth”
It wasn’t easy. It was a difficult place to stand as a Christian. 
What are some difficult places to stand?

Their People  “Antipas, my faithful martyr”
The bad city, had now invaded their ranks. On of their own had been killed for his stance on Jesus. 
It wasn’t a foreign country far away, it was a man who had sit in their youth group and church and was now dead because of what he believed. 

IV. The Condemnation of Christ

A. The Doctrine of Balaam-  “No Separation”
Numbers 24:14
II Peter 2:10-15   “way of Balaam”
Jude 1:11   “error of Balaam”

The Moabite King encouraged his idolatrous people to intermingle and intermarry with the Israelites. 
The Doctrine of Balaam is a doctrine void of separation between the godly and ungodly. 
No standards, no principles, no separation. 
Balaamism was a compromise of morals. 
For people in this city to eat things sacrificed to idols meant to engage in the feasting and various other wicked things of the wicked idolatrous temples. 
They were committing fornication.



B. The Doctrine of Nicolatanes
What had only been the deeds in the church at Ephesus has now become doctrine, (Priest over people)


IV. The Clays Mill Lesson

A. Standing Where it is Most Difficult is True Standing
Rev 2:13
“where satan dwelleth”
School, Friends, Home, In the Moment, When Tempted… 

B. Good People Sometimes Get Attacked 
Rev 2:13
“Artipas was my faithful martyr”
There may be times when the world, friends, family, etc. 
Attack you for what you believe and stand for. 
C. A Little Change is Change
“A few Things against You”
This was a church serving the Lord in a rough area. 
Surely the Lord would understand if they weren’t “as separated”
Surely the Lord wouldn’t mind a few worldly philosophies. 
But HE did… 
He introduces himself in verse 12- 
“He which hath the sharp sword with two edges”
What does that sound like?
Heb 4:12
“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”
God holds the Bible as the Standard… 
No man, no church, no organization… the word of God. 

D. Repentance is Good for Us
Verse 16
“repent”
We need to get right about our lives sometimes. 
Sometimes, living in “satans seat” 
We don’t necessarily do things, but we see, hear and are around things that are not godly. 

Closing: 
Are you standing?  Not at church… 
At school. At home. With Friends. When Tempted.. 
Do you give a little?
Change for this friend or that friend?
One way here, another with someone else?
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