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Smyrna –  “Staying Faithful”

One can quickly see from the letter to Smyrna 
The blessings of being faithful in suffering.

I. The City
1. It was located on the sea as a prosperous harbor. 35 miles from Ephesus. 
2. Ships from all over the world came to buy and sell.  Produced Myrrh. Crushed leaves. 
Myrrh was used as a fragrance for the living and as embalming for the dead. 
3. It was considered one of the most beautiful cities of that day. About 100,000. 
4. It had many pagan temples.
5. It had a large stadium that was used to host Olympic games in the name of Zeus.
6. The city was well known for its level of drunkenness.


II. The Church
1. This is the only place that church in mentioned in the Bible.
2. It was probably founded during Paul’s third missionary journey.
3. It is believed the great Anabaptist Polycarp was trained by John and led the church. 

A.  Persecution-  “…and tribulation”
They were facing persecution much like the church in the Book of Acts. 
They would be punished heavily by the Romans for their faith. 
This wasn’t just persecuted with name calling, slander and verbal slights… 
They were getting beheaded and martyred for just being a Christian. 

B. Poverty-  “…and poverty”
Ever notice that many of the best churches are always in need?
Jesus knew their poverty. They didn’t have everything that everyone else had, but they were faithful to serve with what and who they did have. 

C. Pressure- “the blasphemy…”
There were false prophets and fake religion being propogated in the city. 
They were leading many away from the Doctrine of God. 
Synogogues of Satan – Jesus called them. 

D. Prison-  v. 10   “….cast into Prison”  
Jesus foretells them being imprisoned and Punished for their faith. 

  
III. Commendation of Christ

Their Works-   “I know thy works…”
Jesus notes the works of this church. Even in the midst of all they were going through, they continued to serve the Lord and do right. 

Their Worth- “(but thou art rich)”
Though the church did not have the nicest and fanciest things, in the eyes of Jesus this church was RICH. 
Money, Power and Fame is what the world measures success by. 
The Lord has a different measuring stick. 

Their Worship- “synagogue of Satan”
There was much false worship and changing amoung the Christians in Smyrna. 
However, this church was not going to change. They remained true to the Lord and His Word. 
Jesus has nothing negative to say about them. 

III. The Commands of Christ

A. Be Filled      “These things saith the First and the Last, dead is alive”
Jesus tells them to trust in His power. 
He has been through what they are going through. 
He has given them the Power of the Holy Spirit to withstand. 

B.  Be Fearless    “Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer”
NO FEAR… except in God. Have courage. Be strong. 
Joshua 1
God is in control. 

C. Be Faithful      “be thou faithful unto death”
Just keep swimming… lol
Keep going. Keep growing. Keep showing. Keep knowing. 

IV. The Clays Mill Lesson

A. No Comparisons just Christ

2:1-  Jesus knows Ephesus’ works
2:9- Jesus knows Smyrna’s works

There is no comparisons among Christians. 
I Cor 10:12 For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.
Stop comparing yourself to others in the youth group. 
What you do and don’t do… What someone else does doesn’t do… 
Who you are… Who they are… 

Start comparing yourself to Jesus. He is first and last… 

B. Good People Go Through Problems
“ye shall have tribulation”
II Tim 3:12
12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
Mark my words… you will face some hard times in your life. 
Poverty-  Money not most important thing… 
Persecution- World, Carnal Christians 
Pressure- Sin, World, Devil, Flesh
Problems- Family, Friends
But God will see you through… 

C. Finish Faithful
“Be Thou Faithful Unto Death”
Through persecution, poverty, pressure and even prison- Syrmna remained faithful. 
There are many starters… Flash in the pan spirituality is not what is blessed. 
We are notorious for starting things and not finishing them. 
Finish Faithful!
School. Service. Standards. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Church. Christian Life. 
Be in your place. Be Faithful. 
Best Talent a Christian can possess is to be Faithful! 
I Cor 4:2
Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.

Closing: 
Do you compare with others?  Look unto Jesus..
Are you facing some hard times?  Trust God. He’s been there and is there. 
Finish Faithful! Stay Faithful! 
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