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Ephesus –   “Where’s the Love”
Revelation 2:1-7

A. The City
1. It was called the first and greatest metropolis of Asia.
2. It had a magnificent theater that could seat 24,000 described in Acts 19:23-41.
a. The city of Ephesus was the center point of the worship of the goddess Diana.  Acts 19:24-28 The temple of Diana was there.
b. The temple was so rich it became a banking center.
c. The city of Ephesus was deeply involved in magic.

B. The Church
a. Paul visited Ephesus briefly on his first missionary journey.
b. The church was established on his third journey when he spent two years there.
c. The church was spiritually mature based on the level of doctrine in the book of Ephesians.
d. Timothy as well as the Apostle John worked in this church.

C. The Commendation of Christ

1. They were Full of Works (2:2)
“Works, labor, patience, borne, labored… not fainted”
This was a working group. 
They went soul winning. Had a Bus ministry. Youth Meetings…  

2. They were Fundamental in Doctrine (2)
i. They were Strong in Doctrine (Rev. 2:2) (Rev 2:6)
ii. They were Strong in Separation (Rev. 2:2)
They were separated. They studied the Bible. They stayed away from wrong people and places… 


3. They were Faithful in Labor
a. He mentions their patience four times. (Rev. 2:2-3)
i. They had patience in trial. (Rev. 2:3)
ii. They had patience in labor. (Rev. 2:3)
iii. They kept going (Rev 2:3)  “ and hast not fainted 


D. The Condemnation of Christ
[bookmark: _GoBack]
1. They were Failing in Love        (Rev. 2:4)
To have all of those other things… this doesn’t seem to be a big deal. 
However, remember, Jesus was “In the Midst” of these churches and when the work outweighed the one, 
There was a problem. I don’t know for sure what the problem was… 
· To not Love Christ 
· To not Love Others
· To not Love Either Properly
But either way, there was a problem and Jesus was not happy about it. 

He tells them in verse (5) that if they will not deal with this problem, He will “quickly” remove the candlestick. (light) Testimony. 

2. They are commanded to repent. (Rev. 2:5)
3. They are commanded to remember. (Rev. 2:5)
4. They are commanded to return. (Rev. 2:5)


E. The Clays Mill Lesson

1. Jesus knows…. 		“I know thy works”  (2:2)

He knows all we do, all we go through, when we don’t quit…  Jesus knows. 




2. Labor without Love is not Pleasing to God  (2:4)

You can have all of your doctrine right, standards, separation, truth, but if you have no love of Christ mixed in, you have nothing but noise (I Cor 13) 



3. Our Testimony is Powered by Love  (2:5) 

The strength of your testimony is your love. 
a. Love for God
b. Love for Others



F. The Biblical Context
1. This church is a picture of the Apostolic churches as their zeal for the Lord waned.
2. They began to become comfortable in this world as opposed to being a pilgrim in this world.
3. They were pure in doctrine and practice, but lacking in love and fervor.
4. This pictures generally the churches in the first century.
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