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Sardis-   “The Dead Youth Group”

Everyone thought The Youth Group at Sardis was alive (spiritual)… but they were dead (carnal)”

I. The City

Sardis was the capital city of Lydia. It was founded about 1,200 BC.
The original city sat on the top of a 1,500 foot high plateau. There was one narrow road leading into the
city. The other sides of the plateau were just steep cliffs.
This made the city very safe and nearly impenetrable by invading armies.
Gold and silver coins were first minted here.
The city of Sardis was famous for the industries that operated there. Carpet, wool and dyed cloth were their
primary products. It is said that the art of dyeing was invented at Sardis.

It was a very immoral city, whose immorality stemmed from their idolatry. 

The fall of Sardis began when the people of the city became complacent in their wealth, their power and
their city’s apparent invincibility. The city was proud of its past; it was proud of its
reputation. But, its reputation was all it had left. For all intents and purposes, the city of Sardis was dead, even
while it lived.

II. The Church

The church in Sardis had adopted the atmosphere of the city. The church had become a thermometer that registered the temperature of the city instead of a thermostat that changed the temperature of the city. 

It’s to this church that had become lazy, apathetic and complacent that the Lord speaks. Just as surely as the city of Sardis was dying, so was the church in that city. Jesus has no words of commendation for them, but He does have some words of condemnation and counsel. 

There is nothing mentioned before or after about this church.  

III. The Commendation

There is not much of a commendation for the church at Sardis. 

“I know thy works”   can be taken as a bit of a commendation, but in this case is more of a condemnation. 

Verse 4- 
A few names had not defiled their garments. 

Saved with a new robe of righteousness, many in the church had “defiled themselves”. 
But there was a remnant of folks who were attempting to do right and Jesus has a reward for righteousness. 

IV. The Condemnation

A. The Reputation-   
“thou hast a name”
“that thou livest”

This had at one time been a good church. Their name was still known among churches as good and right. 
They had a reputation of spirituality and strong Christianity, but had dropped off. 

B. The Reality
“and art dead”

Dead 
What are some signs that a youth group is dying or dead?

A dying youth group rests on its past accomplishments and is
satisfied with its presence state.

A dying youth group is more concerned about their rituals
and their formalities than they are about spirituality.

A dying youth group is more concerned with material growth
than it is with spiritual growth.

A dying youth group is more concerned with pleasing people
than it is with pleasing God.

A dying youth group is one that loses its convictions based from
The Bible. 

C. The Reason

1. Works-   “not found thy works perfect before God”

They were serving in the flesh. 

2. Watching-  “If therefore thou shalt not watch”

They were slipping on their convictions. 
Sadly, Scripture indicates that despite these strong warnings, many believers at the end of the age will "turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables" (2 Timothy 4:4). Isaiah wrote of a time before
Christ returns when Truth will be "fallen in the street" (Isaiah 59:14). The cost will be high if we let the Truth die, failing to learn from the lessons of the Bible and history!

V.  The Clays Mill Lesson

1. Our Impact is only as Good as our Integrity

We often operate as “Dead” Christians. In the sinful, supposedly Crucified FLESH. 

Singing, Soul Winning, Church, School, Chapel, 

Clays Mill Has a Reputation….    (what is it?)

Word of God…  
High Biblical Standards… 
Soul Winning….


2. Think About Who You Are and What You Have

“Received”-   Taught. Given. Blessed.  Church. School. Home. 
“Heard”-  Preaching. Teaching. Conferences. 
“Hold Fast”-  Don’t change, stay with it.

Someone has lived what they are teaching you.  
Parents. Pastor. YP. Teachers. Church. 

Who are You?    What have you been taught?     Why Change?


3. Not Everyone is “Doing It”

“Thou hast a few names in Sardis”  Verse 4

We often think everyone is doing the wrongs we see a few do. 

“defiled their garments”

Not everyone is fornicating. 
Not everyone listens to bad music. 
Not everyone lies, cheats, steals. 
Not everyone is experimenting with drugs, cigs, alcohol.  

There are a few who are doing it right. 

“they shall walk with me in white, for they are worthy”

Worthy because we walk with Him.  
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Are we a dead youth group?

Do we have a testimony but not live up to it?
Are we doing spiritual things in the flesh?

Are we holding the standard high?
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