
SCRIPTURE READING: 

1 Corinthians 12:26, Romans 12:14–16, Hebrews 2:10–13, Galatians 6:10, Ephesians 6:18–20, Colossians 4:2–4, Hebrews 13:1–3

STUDY QUESTIONS 

1. When have you recently grieved with a suering sister or brother (12:26)? How did you express your love
and care? What was the response of this person? What would you do dierently next time? When have
you recently rejoiced with an honored sister or brother? How did you express your admiration and joy? Read
Romans 12:15 and Galatians 6:2.

2. How much do you know about the persecuted church? Can you share a story about a persecuted sister,
brother, or family that has deeply moved you? What are your takeaways from this account? What persecuted
country has the Lord laid on your heart? Why are you burdened for these believers? What knowledge of
their circumstances can you share?

3. How often do you pray for the persecuted church? Will you set aside some time to look at the websites of
Voice of the Martyrs (www.persecution.com) and Open Doors (www.opendoorsusa.org) and pray for those
who are facing persecution today? Pray for boldness to follow the example of your persecuted brothers and
sisters. Read Ephesians 6:18–20 and Colossians 4:2–6.

4. In addition to praying, what action steps will you take toward the persecuted church? How can you help
others become informed of the suering of our sisters and brothers? How can your community group or
CBC care for the persecuted church? What steps do you think we should take?

5. If Christianity became illegal, would there be enough evidence to convict you of being a Christian? If so,
in what ways could your faith be persecuted? How can you prepare yourself to encounter opposition and
rejection? How can you cultivate a soft heart toward those who reject your faith in Christ? What do you need
to keep in mind when others despise you? Read Matthew 5:10–12 and John 15:18–20.

RECOMMENDED READING

Todd Nettleton, When Faith Is Forbidden: 40 Days on the Frontlines with Persecuted Christians (Moody, 2021)

Hannah Nation & Simon Liu, Faith in the Wilderness: Words of Exhortation from the Chinese Church (Kirkdale, 2022)

Tom & Joanne Doyle, Women Who Risk: Secret Agents for Jesus in the Muslim World (Thomas Nelson, 2021)

Carl Moeller and David Hegg, The Privilege of Persecution (Tyndale, 2011)

Randy Alcorn, Safely Home (Tyndale, 2003)
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