THE THRONE IN HEAVEN

REVELATION 4

SYNOPSIS

Revelation 4 opens the throne room of heaven and reveals the central reality of existence: God reigns.

John is invited to behold the mystery, beauty, and overwhelming otherness of God'’s throne, where divine

sovereignty governs all that “must take place.” Around the throne, heavenly beings declare God’s holiness

and worthiness, grounding worship in His eternal nature and creative power. These hymns expose our sin,

awaken a hunger for holiness, and call us to invest our lives in what is truly valuable. Ultimately, the glory

of heaven is not what we receive, but the God before whom all crowns are cast.

SERMON QUTLINE

1.

The Mystery of Heaven: John enters heaven and beholds a throne surrounded by overwhelming
sights, revealing God’s beauty, sovereignty, and otherness, reminding us that heaven is ultimate
reality and God’s purposes must unfold.

a. Heaven’s Otherness

b. Heaven’s Control of Earth

The Hymns of Heaven: Heavenly beings declare God’s holiness and worthiness, exposing our sin,
stirring longing for holiness, and teaching that all things exist by His will, making Him the only
worthy object of our lives.

a. God’s Holiness

b. God’s Worthiness

The Glory of Heaven: The elders cast their crowns before God, showing that heaven’s glory is not
our reward but God Himself, calling us to humility now and joyful surrender of all honor to Christ.
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

LOOKING AT THE TEXT

These text-based questions are only guides for you, and you do not need to use them. The goal is to get
your group studying the text before reflecting on the sermon. Some groups will do this quite naturally by
just observing what they see in the text. Others may need a few guiding questions like the ones below.

1. Asyouread verses 1 through 7, what specific images, colors, and sounds surround the throne,
and what patterns or repeated ideas do you notice in how John describes the scene? What initial
reactions do you have to John’s vision.

2. Consider reading Isaiah 6:1-7 or Ezekiel 1:4-28 (much longer section) and see the comparisons
between those passages and John’s vision in Revelation 4.

3. Inverses 8 through 11, what exactly do the living creatures and elders say about God, and what do
their words reveal about His character and actions?

4. What actions do the elders take in verse 10, and how do their actions relate to what they say in
verse 11 about God’s worthiness?

GROUP REFLECTION & APPLICATION
1. The sermon reminded us that “God upon his throne, is the sun around which everything on Heaven
and Earth revolves.” Reflect on your own life. What currently functions as the “center” of your life,
and how can you tell?

2. The sermon emphasized that John had no right to be there, yet was invited: “Come up here” (Rev
4:1).

a. When you think about entering God’s presence, do you instinctively feel entitled, distant,
or dependent on Christ? What does that reveal about how you actually relate to Him?

b. Where in your life are you trying to approach God based on your own performance rather
than Christ’s invitation?

c. What would it look like this week to consciously live as someone who has been invited
into the very throne room of God?

3. The sermon pressed the idea that history does not “might happen” but “must happen” under
God’s decree (Rev 4:2).
a. Where do you most resist the idea that God is fully sovereign, not justin theory but in your
actual life circumstances right now?
b. What situation are you currently interpreting as random, unfair, or out of control that this
text says is actually governed by God’s throne?
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c. Ifyoutruly believed that what is happening “must take place” under God’s authority, how
would that change your anxiety, your anger, or your sense of control?

4. On reflecting on God’s holiness (Rev 4:8), Pastor Raef showed how proximity can expose
inadequacy. The illustration was how he often thinks of himself as a good guitar player, until he is
around his brother who is a far better guitar player. So it is when it comes to our own holiness and
how it will be when we stand around God’s throne.

a. When was the last time you felt the weight of your own unholiness before God? What
tends to dull that awareness in your life?

b. Are there specific sins you have grown comfortable with that would feel “like a rotting
stench” if you were freshly aware of God’s holiness?

c. Do you find yourself more often comparing your holiness to other people or to God
Himself? How is that shaping your spiritual life?

5. Revelation 4:10 says that the Elders cast their crowns at the foot of God’s throne. In this part of
the sermon we discussed our own crowns we might receive in heaven, and what it will mean for
us to cast our crowns at Christ’s feet.

a. When you imagine future reward, are you more excited about what you receive or about
the One you will give everything back to? What does that reveal about your heart?

b. What “crowns” are you currently building that you would struggle to lay down joyfully
before Christ?

c. How would your pursuit of recognition, success, or legacy change if you deeply believed
that the final act of glory is giving it all back to Him?
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