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LETTER TO AN OVERLY TOLERANT CHURCH 
REVELATION 2:18-29 

SYNOPSIS 
In Christ’s letter to the church in Thyatira, he commends their love, faith, service, and growth, yet 
confronts them for tolerating destructive sin within their fellowship. Pressured by their culture and 
economic realities, they allowed false teaching and immorality to remain unchecked. Christ reminds them 
that his eyes of fire see all and that his covenant love refuses to ignore what corrupts his bride. Because he 
loves his church, he will not tolerate what is destroying her. He calls them to hold fast, confront sin with 
humility and courage, and persevere in hope, for those who overcome will receive Christ himself, the 
Morning Star. 
 

SERMON OUTLINE 
1. Introduction and Commendation: Christ, the all seeing Son of God, praises Thyatira’s growing 

love, faith, service, and endurance, reminding them that the One who searches hearts also 
sustains them. 
 

2. A Correction: Despite their strengths, they tolerate destructive false teaching and immorality, 
proving that love without holiness endangers the church Christ fiercely protects and purifies. 
 

3. An Exhortation: Jesus calls the faithful to hold fast to him, refusing compromise, confronting sin 
humbly, and persevering in costly obedience until he comes. 
 

4. A Promise: Those who conquer through steadfast faith will share Christ’s victory and receive him, 
the Morning Star, their ultimate reward and everlasting hope beyond darkness. 
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

LOOKING AT THE TEXT 
These text-based questions are only guides for you, and you do not need to use them. The goal is to get 
your group studying the text before reflecting on the sermon. Some groups will do this quite naturally by 
just observing what they see in the text. Others may need a few guiding questions like the ones below. 

1. In verse 18, how does Jesus describe himself, and how might each element of that description 
speak directly into the specific sins and pressures facing Thyatira? Why these images for this 
church? 
 

2. In verses 19 and 20, Jesus both commends and corrects the church. How do those two verses sit 
together? What tension do you see between their growing love and their toleration of sin, and what 
does that reveal about how Jesus defines faithfulness? 
 

3. Look carefully at verses 21–23. What does this passage reveal about Christ’s patience, justice, 
and authority? How do the phrases about repentance, judgment, and searching “mind and heart” 
shape your understanding of who Jesus is? 
 

4. In verses 24–28, what does it mean in context to “hold fast” and to “conquer”? How do the 
promises of authority and the “morning star” function to strengthen believers who are under 
economic and social pressure to compromise? 
 

GROUP REFLECTION & APPLICATION 
5. Where are you personally tempted to “tolerate” sin because confronting it feels costly, awkward, 

or risky? What fear lies underneath that hesitation? 
 

6. Is there any area of your life where you have quietly made peace with a pattern of sin instead of 
waging war against it? What would repentance actually require of you? 
 

7. Have you ever been lovingly confronted by another believer? How did you respond at first, and 
what did that experience reveal about your heart? 
 

8. What would it look like for our church to love one another so deeply that we are both courageous 
enough to confront sin and humble enough to receive correction? 
 

9. The “morning star” (v. 28) appears before the dawn, promising that darkness will not last forever. 
Where in your life do you most need the hope of Christ right now, and how does fixing your eyes on 
him, not just on better circumstances, reshape the way you endure? 


