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FROM THE
PASTOR’S DESK

COMMUNITY

IMPACT

UBC Church Family,

At United Baptist Church in Akron, Ohio, our
commitment to community impact is not
just a ministry—it is a calling. We believe
that the church must extend beyond its
walls to meet the needs of God's people
where they are. Through outreach initiatives,
partnerships with local organizations, and
consistent acts of service, we strive to be a
beacon of hope in our city. Whether it is
housing for pregnant mothers, feeding the
hungry, advocating for police
accountability, supporting families in crisis,
or mentoring our youth, we are intentional
about living out the Gospel in practical and
transformative ways

Our impact is rooted in love and sustained by faith.
We recognize that true ministry happens when we
listen to our community, stand alongside those in
need, and advocate for justice and equity. As we
continue this work, we are reminded that every act
of kindness reflects the heart of Christ. Together, we
are building stronger neighborhoods, restoring
dignity, and demonstrating that the church remains
a vital force for positive change in Akron.

Looking ahead, we are prayerfully discerning new
ways to deepen our engagement and expand our
reach. We invite every member to be an active
participant in this mission, using your gifts, time, and
voice to serve others. As we move forward together,
let us remain steadfast in our commitment to be the
hands and feet of Jesus—impacting lives, uplifting
our community, and bringing glory to God through
all that we do.

With gratitude and hope,
Pastor Kevin G. Rushing




Mary Anderson,

West Akron 5k Race Founder
and Coordinator

Mary Anderson — Athlete,
Veteran, Mentor, Community
Builder

Meet Mary Anderson — a West Akron native
whose lifelong commitment to fitness, service,
and neighborhood youth shaped the West
Akron 5K. Her race is more than arun:it’s a
community health initiative, a scholarship
engine, and a multigenerational legacy.

Mary Anderson was raised in West Akron and
matriculated through Akron Public Schools,
graduating from Buchtel High School “1040” in
1994. She earned a BS in Physical Education
from Walsh University and an MS in Education
from the University of Akron. A collegiate
athlete (basketball and track) on a partial
scholarship, Mary joined the Army National
Guard to assist with her education and went on
to serve 20 years and 8 months. She’s a fitness
instructor (Operation Keep It Moving), a youth
coach and mentor, and an active worship
leader at United Baptist Church.



Westside Connection

Mary’s roots run deep in West Akron,
where she grew up immersed in
neighborhood sports, local schools, and
a strong church community that shaped
her character and purpose. Those early
experiences instilled in her the values of
discipline, mentorship, faith, and giving
back—principles she continues to live
out daily. Now serving as the Buchtel
6th Grade Girls Basketball coach, Mary
pours into the next generation both on

From Vision to Reqhty and off the court, using sports as a
vehicle to teach confidence, teamwork,

At the age of 16, though in church most and resilience. Her presence extends

of her life, Mary’s cousin Michelle Jones bsyonﬁl athletics 'nt;’ SChOhOlS and.

invited her to United Baptist Church, church programs, where she remains
i ) hands-on, building meaningful

she’s been a faithful member since.

) . ) relationships and creating opportunities
Mary discovered organized running for youth to thrive. Through her

while deployed in Afghanistan and kept  consistent service, Mary embodies what
running after she returned home. Seeing it means to invest in her community—

few Black people represented at local  turning her upbringing into a lifelong
races and recognizing severe health mission to uplift and empower others.
disparities.

In 2013, she launched the West Akron 5K
in partnership with United Baptist
Church (UBC). With UBC as a proud
sponsor, the event has grown into an
accessible, community-driven initiative
that promotes physical activity, offers
health screenings, and raises vital funds
for neighborhood schools.

ENDURANCE

West Akron 5k




Impact and Investment

Since its founding, the West Akron 5K has generated and returned more than $25,000 to the Buchtel
cluster schools—supporting scholarships, athletic equipment, and community programs. Mary
Anderson extends heartfelt thanks to the sponsors, volunteers, vendors, partners, and community
members whose generosity and service have made the race's impact possible.

What keeps her motivated

Mary is driven by the health and
future of her community, the
progress she sees in the youth she
mentors, and the desire to close
disparities in fitness and access to
care. Mentoring young people,
coaching middle-school girls, and
helping community members as a
fitness instructor with the
Downtown Akron Partnership
adopt healthier habits, keeps her
focused. She's motivated by faith,
service, and the tangible impact of
small actions multiplied across
generations.

Future and Legacy of WASK

Mary's vision is to make the West Akron 5K
the largest African American-centered race
in the USA, and also to reduce local health
disparities and expand investment in
Buchtel-cluster schools through
scholarships, equipment, and program
funding. She aims to scale partnerships
with health providers, increase participation
and volunteerism, and inspire other
neighborhood races to form.

The 13th Annual West Akron 5K will take place
Saturday, August 1— race begins at 8:00 AM.
To register, volunteer, or apply as a vendor,
visit WestAkron5K.com. For questions or
sponsorship inquiries, contact the West Akron
5K team via the website.
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West Akron 5k Race

The West Akron 5k Race is on Saturday
August 1, 2026. It includes the following
events: 5K and 1 Mile Walk.

1Lk A S =l | r —
ﬂ vWest Akron Sk Race
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UBC SCHOLARSHIPS

TOWANDA MULLINS

Towanda Mullins has served United Baptist Church for nearly 30 years, a steady
and respected leader whose commitment to faith and community yields tangible
results. She advances advocacy, focused philanthropy, and practical education
initiatives that strengthen families and expand opportunity. As chair of the

Scholarship Committee, she directs fundraising, rigorous selection, and
mentorship, and has developed youth programs housed at United such as
Ready2Work, along with the Gus Johnson Tutoring Program creating dedicated
learning spaces for youth. Her work also includes leading the Million Dollar
Sojourner Truth Project, mobilizing resources and partnerships to create clear
pathways to higher education, careers, and sustained civic engagement.




UBC SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEE’s 2025

Dollars & Scholars

To date, the ministry has awarded over
$40,000 in scholarships to high school and
college students. Beyond monetary support,
scholars have received refevence letters,
mentorship, and access to expanded
opportunities—including full-tuition, four-
year scholarships. These outcomes ave a
testament to the vision, dedication, and
leadership behind the ministry.

o

Established in 2010 under Towanda Mullins’ leadership, the United Baptist Church Scholarship

Ministry was built on a foundation of faith, service, and opportunity.

Even prior to its formal establishment, the ministry had already been sowing seeds of support as early as 2005—
providing graduating seniors with financial gifts, Bibles, recognition in graduation newsletters, and encouragement as

they transitioned into their next chapter.

Grounded in the principle of New Mercies, the ministry recognizes that each scholar represents a renewed opportunity
to invest in the future. Its mission extends beyond financial assistance to include mentorship, academic preparation,

and holistic support. Early initiatives included ACT tutoring, ensuring students were academically equipped to access

higher education and succeed once there.

Faith, Futures, and Funding

The Scholarship Ministry is supported by a committed team

including James Anderson, Tracey Gordon, Duane Jordan,

Towanda Mullins,

Dee Dee Pitts, Tresha Orr-Primm,

Georgia Richardson, and Tristan Reed. The partnership

with University of Akron scholars has further strengthened

programming and outreach, reflecting a collaborative spirit

that continues to grow.

UNITED_BAPTIST-CHURCGH

1007 5 HAWKINS AVE

Through innovative and
community-centered
fundraising efforts—such
as concerts, spoken word
events, “Ministers Who
Cook,” cook-offs, bake-
offs, and movie and chili
nights—the ministry has
fostered both financial
sustainability and strong
community engagement.
These efforts reflect a
shared commitment to
uplifting scholars through
collective investment.

Ministers Who Cook
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FULL RIDE ™
HUIH

A UBC kid from birth, Denver
“Sonni" Black's journey from UBC
kid to UBC full-ride scholar at The
University of Akron reflects faith,
discipline, and purpose—proving
that UBC's strong commitment to
youth has created life-changing
opportunities.

. UBC SCHOLARSHIP TESTIMONIAL
. DENVER MARIAH BLACK




Affectionately known as “Sonni” at the United Baptist Church,
Denver Black is a lifelong member—born and raised, growing
from a UBC kid into a remarkable young woman, now a UBC
scholar and full-ride scholarship recipient. The youngest of three
children born to Andre and Denaye Black, Sonni is currently a
senior at Hoban High School. Intelligent, creative, and driven, she
has always carried limitless potential and a heart set on higher
education.

Like many students, Sonni explored a range of colleges—from
Howard University to others—while facing a common question:
how to fund her future. Grounded in faith, she remained active in
the UBC youth department, consistently serving, volunteering,
and pouring into her role as a loving aunt to her niece, Penny.

COMMUNITY IMPACT UBC CENTENNIAL EDITION

NEXT STEPS
Sonni plans to major in Occupational
Therapy with a focus in pediatrics—
continuing her journey of service and
compassion. Her story is a powerful
reflection of what happens when
faith, community, and hard work
align—turning vision into reality and
purpose into promise.

May 2026
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TUTORING PROGRAMMING

COMMUNITY IMPACT IN
ACTION

The Gus Johnson Tutoring Program has assisted
hundreds of K-12 students across all subject areas,
including ACT preparation. United Baptist Church
member, Towanda Mullins, recruited talented,
educated, and deeply committed staff who poured
into the learning journeys of our community
scholars, helping them achieve academic success.

200+

READING IS FUNDAMENTAL

Ms. Emma was tutoring scholar Amaris in
reading.

UBC DRILL TEAM

N

Shining God’s Light,
Delivering Excellence.

The United Baptist Church
Drill Team built discipline,
confidence, and faith—
empowering youth through
unity, movement, and
purpose.




UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH

READY 2 WORK

UBC
YOUTH FIRST

LEGACY
B U I I- D I N G Deacon John Robertson aka "Robbie” and

The United Baptist Church Scholarship N - & g UBC Deacons taught countless scholars
and Ready to Work Program was AR how to tie a tie

established in 2008 under the | Ready to Work Graduates! In memory of
leadership of Towanda Mullins, who : 3 Poppa Robbie (Deacon John Robertson)
envisioned astructured pathway to ; A A
prepare youth for life beyond high — community.

school. With guidance and

collaboration from Barry Jackson and
Angela Smith, a comprehensive and . = . .
imguctful program w'::s developed to S¢8m ReadyTo Work professional instructor,
equip teens with the tools necessary for - zzZ?Ltc?::iz‘r"’;ztst;te“h'“9 diversity
workforce readiness, college )

reparation. and militarv pathwavs How to respect authority and be a team
prep ' VA ys. player.

Fingerprints on the Future

The Ready to Work Team—Towanda Mullins, Tracey
Gordon, Barry Jackson, John Robertson, Angela Smith,
and Janine Bowens—provided impactful sessions for
an average of 6—8 youth each meeting. The
curriculum focused on life and career readiness,
including public speaking, business etiquette, résumé
writing, mock interviews, money management, online
job searches, team building, respect for authority,
and practical skills such as tying a tie.



Ready 2 Work

| R2w

Rooted in both personal experience and
passion, Towanda Mullins believed that
intentional, focused training over the course of
eight weeks could significantly alter the
trajectory of a young person’s life. Her and her
husband having raised their own son and
supported many nephews who grew up in her
home, she recognized the critical need for early
exposure to discipline, structure, and future
planning—particularly for young men.

FOCUSED ON THE FUTURE

She consistently reinforced the message: “You have two options
post high school graduation / college or the military.” All would
attest who lived under her roof she was the disciplinarian like no
other; Proverbs 22:15 *foolishness is bound up in the heart of a
child, but the rod of correction will drive it far from him".

Her own journey reflected this philosophy. By pursuing both
higher education and military service, she earned two
degrees, purchased her first home at the age of 25 and
another at 30, and graduated debt-free through the use of
the Gl Bill. These experiences shaped her commitment to
ensuring that young people, especially those at-risk youth
whose households may not have had conversations about
the future, were equipped with knowledge, confidence, and
direction.

EXPRESSING GRATITUDE

The program’s impact has been lasting, with
many former participants now thriving in their
mid-30s across diverse careers. Program
leaders also supported scholars through
recommendation letters, networking
opportunities, and college readiness efforts,
including assistance with full-tuition
scholarships.

The Ready to Work Program operated
successfully for many years until the onset of
the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, which led to
its transition to two virtual sessions before its
official conclusion in 2022. bit of body text

We extend heartfelt gratitude to the many partners and contributors who
made this program possible: executives, bankers, toastmasters’ coaches,
United Baptist Church deacons, educators, counselors, etiquette experts, and

countless others who poured into the lives of our youth.
www.reallygreatsite.com




READING TUTORING BOOKBAG GIVEAWAYS
= BUCHTEL CLUSTER PARTNER  © |
sr=ra 1 (L LY ([

e
{ SERVING THROUGH
"~ PARTNERSHIP

) g SPEARHEADED BY FIRST LADY SVETTE
RUSHING, THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE ’
UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH AND SCHUMACHER X f
CLC REFLECTS A SHARED COMMITMENT TO - jl
YOUTH SUCCESS—SUPPORTING TUTORING AND

READING PROGRAMS WHILE PROVIDING

ANNUAL BOOK BAG GIVEAWAYS TO EQUIP

STUDENTS FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR.
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PASTORAL SERVICE FROM 1926-1935
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REV. RANSOM SPENCER
TATUM

Rev. Ransom Spencer Tatum (1885-1935) was a seminal Akron religious leader

1926

who founded the United Baptist Church in 1926.

1935

Pastoral History

Born about 1885, Reverend Ransom Spencer Tatum was a

foundational figure in Akron’s religious and civic history,
serving as a spiritual architect for two of the city’s most
prominent Black congregations. After arriving in Ohio
from Macon, Alabama, he took the pulpit as pastor at St.
Paul Baptist Church in 1922, where he famously oversaw
the construction of the congregation’s first permanent
church building. His leadership reached its zenith in 1926
when he became the founding pastor of United Baptist

Church. For nearly a decade, he shepherded United Baptist

through the immense challenges of the Great Depression,

establishing a legacy of resilience and faith that lasted until

his death in December 1935. His "Homecoming" service
was a major event in Akron, drawing together the city's
ministerial alliances to honor a man who had literally and
spiritually built the community’s foundations.

At the heart of Reverend Tatum’s life was his family,
anchored by his wife, Sally (Sallie) Tatum, who remained
a dedicated member of the Akron community long after
his passing. Together, they raised a family on Raymond
Street that reflected the aspirations of the Great
Migration generation. Their son, James Ransom Tatum,
carried forward his father's name and industrious spirit,
while their daughters, Penola and Mary, grew up within
the vibrant church culture their father helped create. The
Tatum household was a hub of both faith and family, and
the distinctive "Ransom Spencer" name became a multi-
generational mantle in Akron.

The Reverend’s life and ministry came to a sudden close
when he passed away on December 23, 1935, at the age of
50 the same year he resigned from the United Baptist
Church as pastor. His health had been in decline during
his final months at United Baptist, leading to his
resignation shortly before his death. His passing was a
significant loss for the city, marked by a massive
"Homecoming" service that drew together the
Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance and hundreds
of mourners. He was laid to rest in Glendale Cemetery,
leaving behind a spiritual house that continued to thrive
under his successors, forever honoring the man who laid
its first stones.

Pastor Tatum still has relatives in the Akron and
Cleveland areas and is a relative-in-law of a current UBC
member, Sister. Towanda Mullins.

Pictured Left, James R. Ransom (son),
Center, Sallie Ransom (wife), Right, Pastor
R.S. Tatum



MEMBER
SPOTLIGHT

CONNIE
MITCHELL

7 Decades of Dedication

As United Baptist Church
celebrates its 100th anniversary,
longtime member Connie Mitchell
is reflecting on more than seven
decades of faith, fellowship, and
service within the church family.
Born into a family rooted in faith
and community, Mitchell is one of
five children and the only daughter
of J.K. Brinson Sr. and Eunice
Brinson. She credits her parents—
especially her mother’s
unwavering commitment to church
attendance and raising her
children in the faith—as the
foundation of her lifelong
connection to United Baptist
Church.

Mitchell’s spiritual journey began
at just seven years old when she
first attended UBC. She later
joined officially and was baptized
at the age of thirteen.

Over the years, Mitchell has
faithfully served in numerous
ministries, including the Usher
Board, Trustee Board, Repast
Committee, Senior Saints
Committee, and as a member of
the Junior Choir. She credits her
mother’'s commitment to church
attendance and raising her
children in faith as the foundation
of her lifelong connection to UBC.

“I have been a member for above
seventy-three years,” Mitchell shared.
“The preaching, teaching, bonding of
friendships, and the love that was felt
and shared by each member has kept
me rooted in UBC.”

Among her fondest memories are
Sunday morning devotions, the Senior
Choir marching down the center aisle
singing old spirituals, annual revivals,
and church fundraisers such as the St.
Patrick Day Tea, Martin Luther King Jr.
Tea, Rainbow Tea, and Mother
Moore’s homemade ice cream after
Sunday service.

Mitchell also remembers the impact of
leaders who helped shape her faith.
She spoke warmly of Ms. Turner, a
former youth leader on Bellows Street,
who ensured young people were
grounded in God’s Word while also
creating joyful activities for them to
enjoy. Mitchell also expressed
gratitude for the pastors of UBC whose
preaching and teaching guided her
through life’s challenges.

CENTENNIAL EDITION | VOL 2



CENTENNIAL UBC MEMBER INTERVIEW
SPOTLIGHT

. USHERING IN GOD’S
PEOPLE

\- AN INTERVIEW WITH CONNIE MITCHELL

“USHERING IS A MINISTRY TO SERVE OUR PASTOR AND
One ministry especially close to Mitchell’'s heart has TO SERVE ALL WHO ENTER THE DOORS OF OUR
been ushering. She attended the School of CHURCH WITH KINDNESS AND A SMILE,” SHE SAID.

Ushering and later graduated as an instructor.
Through that work, she met and served with
ushers across Akron and throughout the United

States.

Mitchell recalled a difficult season in her life when
Pastor Pounds’' sermons spoke directly to her heart,
giving her courage to pray, trust God, and seek
breakthrough.

Looking toward the future, Mitchell believes young

people are essential to the continued growth of the

church. “We need more young people today in the
church because they are the future of our church,” she
said. “l would advise them to join a church, always pray,

and trust God’s direction for their life.”

As UBC marks a century of ministry, Mitchell prays
the church continues to support its leadership, grow
stronger, and remain “a living testimony that goes
beyond the walls of UBC.”
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100 YEAR PHOTO/VIDEOCAMPAIGN

SUBMIT YOUR PHOTOS, UPLOAD YOUR VIDEOS AT THE LINK BELOW:
https://form.jotform.com/260226396051049

DATES TO KEEP IN MIND
Anniversary Kick Off Sunday May 17" 4pm Open to the public
Shepherd’s Table Saturday June 6" 5pm
Comedy Show Saturday July 18" 6pm Pre-Sale Tickets $20
Summer Community Festival Saturday August 1-10pm
Sunday Best: Battle of the Fashions Saturday September 26" @ 5pm $20
Anniversary Weekend October 23rd-25th Click the link below for Details

Here’s what has happened in the last
month and what’s to come!

The UBC Anniversary Steering Committee is prayerfully and We would love to hear your thoughts, ideas, or suggestions
diligently preparing to make this centennial year one of the most regarding the upcoming newsletter and the events planned
memorable and impactful seasons in the history of United Baptist for our 100th Anniversary. Whether you have specific topics
Church. As we reflect on a century of faith, resilience, and service, you'd like to see covered in the newsletter, innovative ideas
we are committed to honoring the legacy of those who came for celebration activities, or suggestions for ways to engage
before us while creating meaningful experiences that will inspire  our community, your input is incredibly valuable to us.
generations to come.

However, this moment is not just about looking back—it is about

coming together as a church family to move forward with Part|C|pate by lemg

purpose. As we prepare to celebrate the rich legacy of United httpS//WWW Zeffy CcO m/e n-

Baptist Church, we need your support, your participation, and - - -

your presence. W R US/donation-form/united-

Together, we can ensure that this anniversary is not only a

reflection of our past but a powerful step into our future. baptlst_ch u rch_lo Oth_
anniversary

th ‘ o
UGC100™ Annivergary. pulklicalion Leam
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	STILL IN THE RACE
	FEATURE ARTICLE
	West Akron 5k
	Mary Anderson,  West Akron 5k Race Founder and  Coordinator
	Mary Anderson — Athlete, Veteran, Mentor, Community Builder

	Westside Connection
	From Vision to Reality
	At the age of 16, though in church most of her life, Mary’s cousin Michelle Jones invited her to United Baptist Church, she’s been a faithful member since. Mary discovered organized running while deployed in Afghanistan and kept running after she returned home. Seeing few Black people represented at local races and recognizing severe health disparities.
	In 2013, she launched the West Akron 5K in partnership with United Baptist Church (UBC). With UBC as a proud sponsor, the event has grown into an accessible, community-driven initiative that promotes physical activity, offers health screenings, and raises vital funds for neighborhood schools.


	ENDURANCE
	West Akron 5k

	Impact and Investment
	What keeps her motivated
	Mary is driven by the health and future of her community, the progress she sees in the youth she mentors, and the desire to close disparities in fitness and access to care.  Mentoring young people, coaching middle-school girls, and helping community members as a fitness instructor with the Downtown Akron Partnership adopt healthier habits, keeps her focused. She’s motivated by faith, service, and the tangible impact of small actions multiplied across generations.

	Future and Legacy of WA5K
	Mary’s vision is to make the West Akron 5K the largest African American-centered race in the USA, and also to reduce local health disparities and expand investment in Buchtel-cluster schools through scholarships, equipment, and program funding. She aims to scale partnerships with health providers, increase participation and volunteerism, and inspire other neighborhood races to form.
	The 13th Annual West Akron 5K will take place Saturday, August 1 — race begins at 8:00 AM. To register, volunteer, or apply as a vendor, visit WestAkron5K.com. For questions or sponsorship inquiries, contact the West Akron 5K team via the website.


	IMPACT
	EVERY STEP COUNTS
	MONEY IN MOTION

	REGISTER FOR 13TH ANNUAL WA5K RUN WALK
	UBC SCHOLARSHIPS
	TOWANDA MULLINS
	Towanda Mullins has served United Baptist Church for nearly 30 years, a steady and respected leader whose commitment to faith and community yields tangible results. She advances advocacy, focused philanthropy, and practical education initiatives that strengthen families and expand opportunity. As chair of the Scholarship Committee, she directs fundraising, rigorous selection, and mentorship, and has developed youth programs housed at United  such as Ready2Work, along with the Gus Johnson Tutoring Program creating  dedicated learning spaces for youth. Her work also includes leading the Million Dollar Sojourner Truth Project, mobilizing resources and partnerships to create clear pathways to higher education, careers, and sustained civic engagement.
	Dollars & Scholars
	To date, the ministry has awarded over $40,000 in scholarships to high school and college students. Beyond monetary support, scholars have received reference letters, mentorship, and access to expanded opportunities—including full-tuition, four-year scholarships. These outcomes are a testament to the vision, dedication, and leadership behind the ministry.



	UBC
	SCHOLARS
	Established in 2010 under Towanda Mullins’ leadership, the United Baptist Church Scholarship Ministry was built on a foundation of faith, service, and opportunity.
	Even prior to its formal establishment, the ministry had already been sowing seeds of support as early as 2005—providing graduating seniors with financial gifts, Bibles, recognition in graduation newsletters, and encouragement as they transitioned into their next chapter.
	Grounded in the principle of New Mercies, the ministry recognizes that each scholar represents a renewed opportunity to invest in the future. Its mission extends beyond financial assistance to include mentorship, academic preparation, and holistic support. Early initiatives included ACT tutoring, ensuring students were academically equipped to access higher education and succeed once there.

	Faith, Futures, and Funding
	The Scholarship Ministry is supported by a committed team including James Anderson, Tracey Gordon, Duane Jordan, Towanda Mullins, Dee Dee Pitts, Tresha Orr-Primm, Georgia Richardson, and Tristan Reed. The partnership with University of Akron scholars has further strengthened programming and outreach, reflecting a collaborative spirit that continues to grow.
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	GREAT IS THY FAITHFULLNESS
	NEXT STEPS
	COMMUNITY IMPACT
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	GUS JOHNSON
	COMMUNITY IMPACT IN ACTION
	200+
	READING IS FUNDAMENTAL
	UBC DRILL TEAM
	YOUTH FIRST
	UBC
	UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH


	READY 2 WORK
	LEGACY BUILDING
	Fingerprints on the Future
	The Ready to Work Team—Towanda Mullins, Tracey Gordon, Barry Jackson, John Robertson, Angela Smith, and Janine Bowens—provided impactful sessions for an average of 6–8 youth each meeting. The curriculum focused on life and career readiness, including public speaking, business etiquette, résumé writing, mock interviews, money management, online job searches, team building, respect for authority, and practical skills such as tying a tie.

	Ready 2 Work


	R2W
	Rooted in both personal experience and passion, Towanda Mullins believed that intentional, focused training over the course of eight weeks could significantly alter the trajectory of a young person’s life. Her and her husband having raised their own son and supported many nephews who grew up in her home, she recognized the critical need for early exposure to discipline, structure, and future planning—particularly for young men.
	FOCUSED ON THE FUTURE
	The program’s impact has been lasting, with many former participants now thriving in their mid-30s across diverse careers. Program leaders also supported scholars through recommendation letters, networking  opportunities, and college readiness efforts, including assistance with full-tuition scholarships.
	The Ready to Work Program operated successfully for many years until the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, which led to its transition to two virtual sessions before its official conclusion in 2022. bit of body text
	EXPRESSING GRATITUDE
	READING
	TUTORING
	BOOKBAG GIVEAWAYS
	BUCHTEL CLUSTER PARTNER


	SCHUMACHER CLC
	Buchtel Cluster Sponsor
	SERVING THROUGH PARTNERSHIP
	MAY 2026
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	REV. R.S. TATUM
	REV. RANSOM SPENCER
	TATUM
	1926
	Rev. Ransom Spencer Tatum (1885–1935) was a seminal Akron religious leader who founded the United Baptist Church in 1926.
	Pastoral History

	1935
	Born about 1885, Reverend Ransom Spencer Tatum was a foundational figure in Akron’s religious and civic history, serving as a spiritual architect for two of the city’s most prominent Black congregations. After arriving in Ohio from Macon, Alabama, he took the pulpit as pastor at St. Paul Baptist Church in 1922, where he famously oversaw the construction of the congregation’s first permanent church building. His leadership reached its zenith in 1926 when he became the founding pastor of United Baptist Church. For nearly a decade, he shepherded United Baptist through the immense challenges of the Great Depression, establishing a legacy of resilience and faith that lasted until his death in December 1935. His "Homecoming" service was a major event in Akron, drawing together the city's ministerial alliances to honor a man who had literally and spiritually built the community’s foundations.
	At the heart of Reverend Tatum’s life was his family, anchored by his wife, Sally (Sallie) Tatum, who remained a dedicated member of the Akron community long after his passing. Together, they raised a family on Raymond Street that reflected the aspirations of the Great Migration generation. Their son, James Ransom Tatum, carried forward his father's name and industrious spirit, while their daughters, Penola and Mary, grew up within the vibrant church culture their father helped create. The Tatum household was a hub of both faith and family, and the distinctive "Ransom Spencer" name became a multi-generational mantle in Akron.
	The Reverend’s life and ministry came to a sudden close when he passed away on December 23, 1935, at the age of 50 the same year he resigned from the United Baptist Church as pastor. His health had been in decline during his final months at United Baptist, leading to his resignation shortly before his death. His passing was a significant loss for the city, marked by a massive "Homecoming" service that drew together the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance and hundreds of mourners. He was laid to rest in Glendale Cemetery, leaving behind a spiritual house that continued to thrive under his successors, forever honoring the man who laid its first stones.
	Pastor Tatum still has relatives in the Akron and Cleveland areas and is a relative-in-law of a current UBC member, Sister. Towanda Mullins.
	Pictured Left, James R. Ransom (son), Center, Sallie Ransom (wife), Right, Pastor R.S. Tatum
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	MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

	CONNIE MITCHELL
	7 Decades of Dedication
	“I have been a member for above seventy-three years,” Mitchell shared. “The preaching, teaching, bonding of friendships, and the love that was felt and shared by each member has kept me rooted in UBC.”
	Among her fondest memories are Sunday morning devotions, the Senior Choir marching down the center aisle singing old spirituals, annual revivals, and church fundraisers such as the St. Patrick Day Tea, Martin Luther King Jr. Tea, Rainbow Tea, and Mother Moore’s homemade ice cream after Sunday service.
	Mitchell also remembers the impact of leaders who helped shape her faith. She spoke warmly of Ms. Turner, a former youth leader on Bellows Street, who ensured young people were grounded in God’s Word while also creating joyful activities for them to enjoy. Mitchell also expressed gratitude for the pastors of UBC whose preaching and teaching guided her through life’s challenges.
	As United Baptist Church celebrates its 100th anniversary, longtime member Connie Mitchell is reflecting on more than seven decades of faith, fellowship, and service within the church family. Born into a family rooted in faith and community, Mitchell is one of five children and the only daughter of J.K. Brinson Sr. and Eunice Brinson. She credits her parents—especially her mother’s unwavering commitment to church attendance and raising her children in the faith—as the foundation of her lifelong connection to United Baptist Church. Mitchell’s spiritual journey began at just seven years old when she first attended UBC. She later joined officially and was baptized at the age of thirteen.
	Over the years, Mitchell has faithfully served in numerous ministries, including the Usher Board, Trustee Board, Repast Committee, Senior Saints Committee, and as a member of the Junior Choir. She credits her mother’s commitment to church attendance and raising her children in faith as the foundation of her lifelong connection to UBC.
	CENTENNIAL

	UBC MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
	INTERVIEW


	USHERING IN GOD’S PEOPLE
	AN INTERVIEW WITH CONNIE MITCHELL
	“USHERING IS A MINISTRY TO SERVE OUR PASTOR AND TO SERVE ALL WHO ENTER THE DOORS OF OUR CHURCH WITH KINDNESS AND A SMILE,” SHE SAID.
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	DATES TO KEEP IN MIND
	Here’s what has happened in the last month and what’s to come!
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