James Series Bible Study Guide

Season 4- Episode 2 (Week 12)

Week 12 Bible Study Guide

James 4:11-12

Stop Playing God With People

Main Passage
James 4:11-12

“Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or
judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you
are not a doer of the law but a judge. There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to
save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor?”

Main Idea of the Passage

James 4:11-12 teaches us that when we speak evil against, slander, condemn, or pridefully
judge another person, we are not simply mistreating them. We are stepping into a seat that
belongs to God alone.

There is only one Lawgiver.

There is only one Judge.

There is only one who is able to save and destroy.
And we are not Him.

James is calling believers to stop standing over one another in pride, contempt, accusation,
and condemnation, and instead humble ourselves under God’s Word as doers of the law of
love and mercy.

Big Truth
A humbled heart before God will not have a hateful mouth toward people.
Or stated another way:

Because God alone is Judge, we must stop playing God with people.



Series Connection

James has been showing us what real faith looks like in real life.

He has already taught us that true faith is not merely something we claim. It is something that
transforms the way we live.

True faith transforms how we respond to trials.

True faith transforms how we fight temptation.

True faith transforms how we hear and obey the Word.

True faith transforms how we treat the poor and vulnerable.

True faith transforms how we use our tongue.

True faith transforms the wisdom we live by.

True faith transforms our desires, our conflicts, and our relationship with the world.

Now in James 4:11-12, James shows us another deeply practical evidence of transformed
faith:

True faith transforms the way we speak about and judge other people.
This passage flows directly out of James 4:6-10.

James has just called believers to humble themselves before God.

He says:

God gives more grace.

Submit yourselves to God.

Resist the devil.

Draw near to God.

Cleanse your hands.

Purify your hearts.

Be wretched and mourn and weep.

Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will exalt you.

Then immediately James says:
“Do not speak evil against one another, brothers.”
That connection matters.

James is showing us that one of the clearest evidences of whether we have truly humbled
ourselves before God is how we speak about other people.

You cannot humble yourself before God in verses 6-10 and then exalt yourself over your
brother in verses 11-12.



Opening Discussion
Before reading the passage, discuss this together:

Why do you think people are often tempted to speak more boldly about someone than they
would speak directly to someone?

Then ask:

What makes sinful judgment so dangerous inside the family of God?

Read the Passage Together

Read James 4:11-12 slowly.
Then read it again and pay attention to repeated words or ideas.
Look for:

Speak evil
Brother
Judge
Law
Lawgiver
Neighbor

Ask the group:

What stands out to you most from this passage?

Context: How We Got Here

James 4 begins with conflict.
James asks:

“What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you?”
James 4:1

Then he exposes the root:
“Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you?”

James is dealing with believers whose desires have become disordered. Their selfish passions
are creating fights, quarrels, envy, pride, worldliness, and spiritual adultery.

Then James calls them to repentance in James 4:6-10.



But that repentance must become visible.

And one of the first places humility must become visible is in the mouth.
That is why James moves directly from:

“Humble yourselves before the Lord”

to:

“Do not speak evil against one another.”

The mouth often reveals whether humility is actually happening in the heart.

Key Word Studies

1. “Speak Evil Against”
Greek: katalaleo

This word means to speak against someone, slander, talk down on, accuse, defame, or use
words to harm another person.

It can include lying about someone, but it is not limited to lying.
That is important.

Because it is possible to speak evil with true information.

A person may say, “But what | said was true”

James would still ask:

Was it loving?

Was it humble?

Was it necessary?

Was it restorative?

Was it spoken to the right person?
Was it spoken for the right reason?
Was it meant to heal or harm?

Was it coming from mercy or pride?

A statement can be factually true and still be spiritually sinful.

James is not only confronting false speech. He is confronting destructive speech.

2. “Brothers”



Greek: adelphoi

James is speaking to believers.

He is addressing the family of God.

That makes this command deeply serious.

James is saying:

Do not use your mouth to destroy someone Jesus died to save.

Do not speak with contempt about someone who shares the same Father.
Do not tear down someone who is part of the same body.

Do not treat a brother or sister in Christ like an enemy, a target, a category, a case, or a
controversy.

They are your brother.

They are your sister.

They are your neighbor.

They are someone God commands you to love.

3. “Judges”

Greek: krin6
This word can mean to judge, evaluate, distinguish, decide, or pass judgment.
The Bible does not forbid all judgment in every sense.

Believers are called to discern truth from error.

Believers are called to identify sin.

Believers are called to correct one another.

Believers are called to protect the vulnerable.

Believers are called to practice church discipline when necessary.

So James is not forbidding biblical discernment.
He is forbidding sinful judgment.

Sinful judgment is when we stand over someone in pride, contempt, condemnation,
superiority, or self-righteousness.

Biblical discernment says:

“God’s Word defines this as right or wrong.”



Sinful judgment says:

“l now have the right to condemn you.”
Biblical correction says:

“l love you too much to leave you there.”
Sinful judgment says:

“l am better than you because you are there.”
Biblical restoration says:

“Repentance is possible because grace is real.”
Sinful judgment says:

“You are beyond mercy.”

James is not removing truth.

He is removing pride from the way we handle truth.

4. “Law”

Greek: nomos

When James speaks of “the law,” he is likely connecting back to what he has already taught in
the letter.

James 1:25 calls it:

“The perfect law, the law of liberty.”
James 2:8 calls it:

“The royal law.”

And that royal law is:

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
James 2:12-13 says:

“So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. For judgment is
without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.”

So when James says that speaking against a brother is speaking against the law, he means
that slander and sinful judgment are a rejection of God’s law of love, mercy, humility, and



obedience.

When | slander my brother, | am acting as though God’s command to love does not apply to
me.

When | condemn my brother, | am acting as though God’s command to show mercy is
optional.

When | tear someone down, | am acting as though God’s law is beneath my feelings, my
offense, my anger, or my opinion.

That is why James says this is not merely breaking the law.

Itis judging the law.

5. “Lawgiver”

Greek: nomothetés

This word refers to the one who gives the law.
James says there is only one Lawgiver.

That means God alone has the authority to define righteousness, sin, holiness, justice, mercy,
truth, and judgment.

We do not create the standard.

We do not edit the standard.

We do not decide when the standard applies.

We live under the standard God has already given.
Sinful judgment often begins when we create our own courtroom.
We decide what someone deserves.

We decide whether they should receive mercy.
We decide whether they are beyond restoration.
We decide what their motives were.

We decide how others should see them.

James says:

There is only one Lawgiver.



And we are not Him.

6. “‘Judge”

Greek: krités
This refers to one who renders judgment or gives a verdict.
God alone is the final Judge because God alone sees everything perfectly.

God sees the action.

God sees the motive.

God sees the heart.

God sees the full story.

God sees what was hidden.
God sees what was confessed.
God sees what was resisted.
God sees what was loved.
God sees what was hated.
God sees what others know.
God sees what no one knows.

We see partially.
God sees perfectly.

That is why we must be careful not to speak like we know what only God knows.

7. “Able to Save and to Destroy”
James says God is the one who is able to save and destroy.

This means God alone has ultimate authority over salvation, judgment, mercy, wrath, life,
death, and eternity.

We cannot save anyone.

We cannot destroy anyone.

We cannot determine someone’s final destiny.

We cannot decide that someone is beyond grace.

We cannot decide that God is finished with someone.
Only God can save.

Only God can judge.



Only God can restore.
Only God can bring final judgment.

That should humble the way we speak.

8. “Neighbor”

Greek: pléesion

James ends verse 12 by asking:

“But who are you to judge your neighbor?”
This word connects directly to James 2:8:
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

James is reminding us that the person we are tempted to judge is not merely a problem, a
failure, an enemy, or a frustration.

They are our neighbor.
And God has already told us what we owe our neighbor.
Love.

Truth, yes.

Correction, when necessary.
Protection, when required.
Boundaries, when wise.

But always love.

Never contempt.

Teaching Point 1

Sinful Speech Reveals a Prideful Heart
James begins with:

“Do not speak evil against one another, brothers.”

This command is not just about the mouth.

It is about the heart.



Jesus said in Luke 6:45:
“Out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.”

So when our mouths are filled with slander, gossip, accusation, contempt, or condemnation,
James wants us to see that the problem is not merely our vocabulary.

The problem is our heart posture.

Something in us has moved from humility to superiority.
Something in us has moved from mercy to judgment.
Something in us has moved from love to contempt.
Something in us has moved from restoration to accusation.
This is why the tongue is so spiritually revealing.

James already taught in James 3 that the tongue is small, but incredibly powerful. It can bless
God and curse people made in the likeness of God.

Now in James 4:11, James applies that directly to relationships in the church.

A person cannot claim to be walking in humility before God while using their mouth to
destroy people made in God’s image.

Discussion Questions

1. Why is it so easy to justify sinful speech when we believe what we are saying is true?

2. What is the difference between speaking truth for restoration and speaking truth to tear
someone down?

3. How does our speech reveal whether we are walking in humility or pride?

4. Why do you think James connects this command to fellow believers by saying
“brothers”?

Personal Reflection
Ask yourself honestly:
Do | speak differently about people than | would speak to them?

Do I share information about others with people who are not part of the problem or part of
the solution?

Do | use prayer requests, concern, or spiritual language as a disguise for gossip?
Do my words produce healing, clarity, protection, and restoration?

Or do my words produce suspicion, division, bitterness, and contempt?



Teaching Point 2

Speaking Against People Is Often a Form of Judging People
James says:

“The one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother...”

James connects speaking against someone with judging someone.

Why?

Because sinful speech usually does more than communicate information.

It passes a verdict.

It says:

| know their heart.

| know their motives.

| know the whole story.

| know what they deserve.

| know they are beyond mercy.

| know how people should see them.

| know what God should do with them.

That is dangerous.

There is a difference between recognizing sin and standing over someone in condemnation.
There is a difference between biblical discernment and sinful judgment.

There is a difference between warning someone in love and condemning someone in pride.
James is not saying we should be morally blind.

He is saying we should not be spiritually arrogant.

Biblical Clarification

The Bible commands loving correction.

Matthew 18:15 says if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault.

Galatians 6:1 says if anyone is caught in any transgression, those who are spiritual should
restore him in a spirit of gentleness.

Ephesians 4:15 tells us to speak the truth in love.



So James 4:11-12 does not forbid correction.
It forbids condemnation.

It does not forbid discernment.

It forbids pride.

It does not forbid accountability.

It forbids slander.

It does not forbid protection.

It forbids contempt.

Discussion Questions

What is the difference between discernment and sinful judgment?

How can correction become sinful if it is not done with humility and love?
Why is it dangerous to assume we know someone’s motives?

How can we confront sin without stepping into the seat of God?
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Personal Reflection

Before speaking about someone, ask:

Am | speaking to the right person?

Am | speaking for the right reason?

Am | trying to restore, protect, or help?

Or am | trying to vent, expose, punish, or control the narrative?
Would | say this the same way if that person were sitting here?

Have | prayed for them as much as | have talked about them?

Teaching Point 3

When We Judge Our Brother, We Judge the Law

James says:

“The one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and
judges the law.”

This is the deeper issue.



When | slander my brother, | am not only sinning against my brother.
| am sinning against God’s law.

And James goes even further.

He says | am judging the law.

Why?

Because God’s law already told me how to treat my neighbor.

God’s law says:

Love your neighbor as yourself.

Be quick to hear and slow to speak.

Let mercy triumph over judgment.

Speak and act as one who will be judged under the law of liberty.
Restore gently.

Forgive as you have been forgiven.

Speak only what gives grace to those who hear.

But when | slander, condemn, or tear down my brother, | am acting as though those
commands do not apply.

| am treating God’s law as though it is beneath my situation.
| am saying:

“Love does not apply here”

“Mercy does not apply here”

“Gentleness does not apply here.”

“Humility does not apply here.”

“God’s command does not apply to how I feel right now.”

That is judging the law.

It is acting as if | have the authority to decide when God’s Word is valid.

Key Truth

Every time | excuse sinful speech, | am treating my feelings as higher than God’s Word.
That is why this passage is so serious.

James is not merely correcting bad communication.

He is confronting rebellion against the authority of God’s Word.



Discussion Questions

What does it mean to “judge the law”?

How do we sometimes act as if God’s commands do not apply to our situation?
Which commands are easiest to ignore when we feel hurt, angry, or offended?
How does James 1:22 connect to James 4:11?
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Personal Reflection

Complete this sentence honestly:

“When | feel hurt or offended, | am most tempted to ignore God’s command to
Then pray:

“Lord, bring that part of my heart back under Your authority.”

Teaching Point 4

We Are Called to Be Doers of the Law, Not Judges Over the
Law

James says:

“But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge.”
This connects directly back to James 1:22:

“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”
James is saying there are two postures before God’s Word.

We either stand under the Word as humble doers.

Or we stand over the Word as proud judges.

A doer of the Word says:

“God has spoken, and | must obey.”

A judge of the Word says:

“I will decide when this applies.”

A doer of the Word says:

“Lord, Your way is right even when my emotions are loud.”

A judge of the Word says:



“My offense gives me permission to speak however | want.”
A doer of the Word says:

“Il'am under God’s authority.”

A judge of the Word says:

“I will act as my own authority.”

James is calling us back to humble obedience.

The issue is lordship.

Who is Lord over my mouth?

Who is Lord over my opinions?

Who is Lord over my judgments?

Who is Lord over how | treat people who have sinned, failed, hurt me, disappointed me, or
offended me?

If Jesus is Lord, then my mouth belongs to Him.
Discussion Questions

What is the difference between being a doer of the law and a judge over the law?
In what situations are you most tempted to act as though God’s Word is optional?
Why is obedience especially hard when we feel wronged?

How does humility help us become doers of the Word?
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Personal Reflection

Ask yourself:

Is there anyone | have been judging more than loving?

Is there anyone | have spoken about more than prayed for?

Is there anyone | have condemned in my heart even while claiming to obey God?

Is there any area where | have placed myself above God’s Word?

Teaching Point 5

There Is Only One Lawgiver and Judge

James 4:12 says:



“There is only one lawgiver and judge..”

This is the center of the passage.

James brings everything back to God.

There is only one Lawgiver.

That means God alone defines righteousness.

God alone defines sin.

God alone defines justice.

God alone defines mercy.

God alone defines love.

God alone defines how His people are supposed to speak and act.
There is also only one Judge.

That means God alone has ultimate authority to render the final verdict.
He alone sees the whole story.

He alone knows every motive.

He alone understands every hidden thing.

He alone judges with perfect holiness, perfect knowledge, perfect wisdom, perfect justice,
and perfect mercy.

We do not.
That should humble us.

We are limited.

We are biased.

We are wounded.

We are emotional.

We are often self-protective.

We often see only part of the story.

We often judge through our own pain, fear, pride, anger, or insecurity.

But God sees perfectly.
So James says:

There is only one Lawgiver and Judge.



And we are not Him.
Discussion Questions

Why is it important to remember that God alone is Lawgiver?

Why is it important to remember that God alone is Judge?

How does remembering God’s authority change the way we view other people?
What happens in relationships when people start acting like they are the final judge?
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Personal Reflection
Pray slowly through this confession:

“God, You are the Lawgiver. | am not.
You are the Judge. | am not.

You are the Savior. | am not.

You know the whole story. | do not.
Teach me to live low before You.”

Teaching Point 6

God Alone Is Able to Save and Destroy
James says God is:

“He who is able to save and to destroy.”

This phrase carries eternal weight.

God is not merely giving advice.

God is not merely offering opinions.

God alone has authority over life, death, judgment, salvation, mercy, wrath, and eternity.
Only God can save a sinner.

Only God can judge a sinner.

Only God can restore a sinner.

Only God can expose a sinner.

Only God can discipline a sinner.

Only God can bring final judgment on a sinner.

Only God can determine the final chapter of someone’s life.



That means we must be very careful not to speak about people as though we know their final
chapter.

We do not know what God may still do.

God may still be convicting.
God may still be drawing.
God may still be humbling.
God may still be restoring.
God may still be healing.
God may still be disciplining.
God may still be redeeming.

This does not mean we ignore sin.
It means we refuse to act like we are God.
We can call sin what God calls sin.
But we cannot sit where God sits.
We can warn.

But we cannot condemn.

We can correct.

But we cannot control.

We can restore.

But we cannot save.

We can draw boundaries.

But we cannot take the throne.

Discussion Questions

What does it mean that God alone is able to save and destroy?

Why should this make us more humble in the way we speak about others?
How can we take sin seriously while still leaving final judgment to God?

Why is it dangerous to speak about someone as though their story is finished?
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Personal Reflection
Ask:

Have | written someone off whom God may still be working on?



Have | decided someone is beyond mercy?
Have | confused accountability with condemnation?

Have | forgotten that | also need grace?

Teaching Point 7

“Who Are You?” Is a Question That Brings Us Low

James ends with a piercing question:

“But who are you to judge your neighbor?”

James is not asking because he needs information.
He is asking to humble us.

Who are you?

You are not the Lawgiver.

You are not the Judge.

You are not the Savior.

You are not the one who knows all things.

You are not the one who sees every heart.

You are not the one who determines final outcomes.
You are a creature before the Creator.

You are a sinner saved by grace.

You are a servant under the Word.

You are a brother or sister in need of mercy.

You are someone who will also stand before God.
That question should bring us low.

Not into shame.

Not into passivity.

Not into fear of ever speaking truth.



But into humility.
James is saying:
Before you speak about your brother, remember who God is.

Before you judge your neighbor, remember who you are.

Discussion Questions

Why is the question “Who are you?” so humbling?

How does remembering our own need for mercy change the way we treat others?
Why is pride so often connected to judgment?

How can this question help us in moments of conflict?
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Personal Reflection
Write down the name of one person you are tempted to judge.
Then write these words under their name:

“God is Judge. | am not.

God knows the whole story. | do not.

God calls me to love my neighbor.

Lord, show me what obedience looks like.”

What This Passage Does Not Mean

It is important to be clear.
James 4:11-12 does not mean:

We never identify sin.

We never correct a brother or sister.
We never confront wrongdoing.

We never warn someone about danger.
We never practice accountability.

We never protect people from harm.
We never make wise evaluations.

We never speak truth.

The Bible commands all of those things in the right way, with the right heart, under God’s
authority.

James is not confronting discernment.

He is confronting prideful condemnation.



He is not forbidding truth.

He is forbidding slander.

He is not forbidding correction.

He is forbidding contempt.

He is not forbidding accountability.

He is forbidding playing God.

What This Passage Does Mean

James 4:11-12 means:

Do not speak evil against your brother or sister.

Do not use your words to tear people down.

Do not use true information in a sinful way.

Do not pass final judgment on someone’s heart, motives, worth, or destiny.
Do not treat God’s law of love and mercy as optional.

Do not stand above the Word as a judge.

Do not sit in God’s seat.

Do not forget that there is only one Lawgiver and Judge.

Do not forget that you are not Him.

Practical Examples

Example 1: Gossip Disguised as Concern

Someone says:

“I am just really concerned about them, but did you hear what happened?”
This may sound spiritual, but the question is:

Are you speaking to someone who can actually help?

Are you trying to restore them?

Are you praying for them?



Or are you spreading information?

Concern becomes gossip when it shares information without love, purpose, humility, or a
path toward restoration.

Example 2: True Information Used to Destroy

Someone says:

“I am not slandering. It is true.”

But truth can still be weaponized.

Truth spoken without love can become cruel.

Truth spoken to the wrong person can become gossip.
Truth spoken with pride can become judgment.

Truth spoken to damage someone can become evil speech.
The question is not only, “Is it true?”

The question is also, “Is it obedient to God?”

Example 3: Assighing Motives
Someone says:

“They only did that because they wanted attention.”
Maybe.

Maybe not.

Only God fully knows motives.

We can evaluate fruit.

We can address actions.

We can confront clear sin.

But we must be very careful about claiming to know what is happening inside someone’s
heart.

That belongs to God.

Example 4: Condemning Someone as Beyond Restoration



Someone says:

“They will never change.”

That may feel true, but we do not know that.
God may still be working.

God may still be convicting.

God may still be humbling.

God may still be restoring.

We can acknowledge patterns.

We can set boundaries.

We can require repentance.

But we must not speak as though we know the final chapter.

Example 5: Correction Without Gentleness
Someone confronts sin, but does it with harshness, pride, and superiority.
Even if the issue is real, the heart may be wrong.

Galatians 6:1 says restoration must happen in a spirit of gentleness.

Why?

Because the goal is not to win.

The goal is to restore.

Group Exercise: Discernment or Judgment?

Read each statement and discuss whether it sounds like biblical discernment or sinful
judgment.

Statement 1:
“What they did was wrong according to Scripture, and we need to lovingly confront it.”

Statement 2:

“They are just a terrible person, and everyone needs to know what they did.”



Statement 3:

“I do not know their heart, but | do know this action needs to be addressed.”
Statement 4:

“They are beyond help”

Statement 5:

“We need to protect others while still praying for their repentance and restoration.”
Statement 6:

“I cannot believe they did that. | would never do something like that.”
Discuss:

Which statements reflect humility?

Which statements reflect pride?

Which statements obey James 4:11-12?

Which statements step into God’s seat?

Connecting James 4:11-12 to Matthew 7

Jesus says in Matthew 7:1:
“Judge not, that you be not judged.”
But Jesus is not forbidding all discernment.

He goes on to say that we must first take the log out of our own eye, and then we will see
clearly to take the speck out of our brother’s eye.

That means Jesus is not forbidding helping our brother.

He is forbidding hypocritical, prideful, self-righteous judgment.

The goal is not:

“Never help your brother with the speck.”

The goal is:

“Do not try to help your brother while ignoring the log in your own eye.”

James is applying the same heart.



Before you judge your neighbor, remember your own need for mercy.
Before you speak against your brother, humble yourself before God.

Before you confront someone else’s sin, make sure you are not operating from pride,
contempt, or hypocrisy.

Connecting James 4:11-12 to Romans 14

Romans 14 deals with believers judging one another over disputable matters.
Paul asks:

“Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another?”

That sounds very similar to James 4:12:

“But who are you to judge your neighbor?”

The shared truth is this:

Every believer ultimately belongs to the Lord.

That does not mean there is no accountability in the church.

It means we must remember that our brother or sister does not ultimately answer to us as the
final judge.

They answer to God.
So we must be careful not to condemn where God has not condemned.

And even where correction is needed, we must correct as servants under God, not as judges
over people.

The Primary Truth Flowing Through James
4:11-12

Here is the full truth in one statement:

When believers speak evil against one another or judge one another with pride and
condemnation, they are no longer living as humble doers under God’s law of love and mercy.
They are acting as though they stand above the law and beside God as judge. But there is
only one Lawgiver and Judge, and He alone is able to save and destroy. Therefore, we must
stop playing God with people and return to the humble posture of love, mercy, truth, and
obedience.



Heart-Level Diagnostic Questions

Use these for personal reflection or group discussion.

Do | enjoy hearing negative things about certain people?

Do | feel more righteous when someone else fails?

Do | speak about others in ways | would not want others speaking about me?
Do | use truth to restore or to tear down?

Do | assume motives without knowing hearts?

Do | treat certain people as though they are beyond mercy?

Do | talk more than | pray?

Do | correct with gentleness or superiority?

Do | see people as neighbors to love or problems to discuss?

10 Do I really believe God is the Judge, or do | keep trying to take His seat?
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Personal Application

This week, practice these four steps.

1. Pause Before You Speak

Before speaking about someone, pause and ask:
Is this loving?

Is this necessary?

Is this humble?

Is this helpful?

Is this obedient?

Is this restorative?

2. Pray Before You Discuss

If you are concerned about someone, pray for them before you talk about them.
Ask God to purify your heart.

Ask God to give you love.

Ask God to show you whether you need to speak, stay silent, confront, forgive, or seek
counsel.

3. Speak to the Right Person



Do not speak about someone to people who are not part of the problem or part of the
solution.

If correction is needed, go directly when possible.

If counsel is needed, speak to someone mature, wise, and appropriate.
If protection is needed, involve the right leadership or authority.

But do not spread.

Do not poison.

Do not gather a crowd.

4. Stay in Your Seat

Remember:

You are not the Lawgiver.

You are not the Judge.

You are not the Savior.

You are not the one who saves or destroys.
Your seat is not the throne.

Your seat is under the Word.

Your calling is to obey God.

Closing Challenge

James 4:11-12 is not merely a command to stop gossiping.

It is a call to humble ourselves before God.

Itis a call to bring our mouths under the lordship of Jesus.
Itis a call to stop using truth without love.

It is a call to stop confusing discernment with condemnation.
Itis a call to stop treating our neighbor like a target.

Itis a call to stop sitting in God’s seat.

There is only one Lawgiver.



There is only one Judge.

There is only one who is able to save and destroy.
And we are not Him.

So the callis simple:

Speak truth, but do not slander.

Discern sin, but do not condemn.

Correct when necessary, but do it with humility.
Protect when needed, but do it without contempt.
Love your neighbor.

Obey the law of liberty.

Let mercy triumph over judgment.

And stop playing God with people.

Final Group Question

As you close, ask:

What would change in our homes, friendships, small groups, and church if every one of us
truly obeyed James 4:11-12?

Prayer Focus

Pray together:

Father,

You alone are the Lawgiver and Judge.

You alone are able to save and destroy.

Forgive us for the times we have spoken evil against others.

Forgive us for judging people with pride, contempt, and condemnation.
Forgive us for using truth without love.

Forgive us for acting as though we know what only You know.

Teach us to humble ourselves before You.

Teach us to be doers of Your Word and not judges over it.

Bring our mouths under the lordship of Jesus.

Help us speak with truth, love, mercy, humility, and wisdom.

Make us a people who restore gently, forgive freely, confront faithfully, and love deeply.



In Jesus’ name,
Amen.



