
James Series Going Deeper 
5- Day Devotional 

Week 10, Day 1: The Question of True Wisdom

Primary Verse: 

Reading: James 3:13-18; Proverbs 3:5-8

Scripture Focus

“Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in 
the meekness of wisdom.”
James 3:13

Devotional

James begins this section with a question that every believer must take seriously:

“Who is wise and understanding among you?”

That question frames everything that follows. James is not merely asking who has knowledge. 

He is not asking who can explain doctrine, win arguments, give advice, quote Scripture, or 

appear spiritually mature. He is asking a much deeper question:

Who is truly living under the wisdom of God?

Then James immediately shows us how true wisdom is revealed. He does not say, “Let him 

talk about his wisdom.” He does not say, “Let him defend his wisdom.” He does not say, “Let 

him prove his wisdom by sounding impressive.”

He says:

“By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom.”

In other words, true wisdom is not proven by what we claim. It is proven by what our lives 

consistently produce.

This fits the entire message of James. Genuine faith produces works. Genuine hearing 

produces obedience. Genuine religion produces bridled speech, mercy, and holiness. And 

now James says genuine wisdom produces good conduct, wise works, and meekness.

That means wisdom is not simply knowing what is true. Wisdom is living in surrender to what 

is true.



A person can know right things and still be driven by wrong motives. A person can say true 

things and still speak with pride. A person can give biblical counsel and still be controlled by 

jealousy, ambition, anger, or self-protection.

James is calling Christians to honest evaluation.

Not:

Do I sound wise?

But:

Does my life show the wisdom of God?

Not:

Do I know the right answers?

But:

Are my conduct, motives, words, relationships, and decisions being shaped by heaven?

This is where Proverbs 3:5-8 gives us such a clear picture of wisdom. Wisdom begins when we 

stop leaning on our own understanding and begin trusting the Lord with all our heart. Wisdom 

is not independence. Wisdom is surrender. Wisdom is not self-confidence. Wisdom is God-

dependence.

James is asking us to look at the pattern of our lives. Not our best day. Not our worst day. Not 

the version of ourselves we wish were true. But the real pattern.

What does your conduct reveal?

What do your words reveal?

What do your conflicts reveal?

What do your ambitions reveal?

What do your reactions reveal?

What do your relationships reveal?

What does your life consistently show about the wisdom you are living by?

True wisdom is visible. True wisdom is humble. True wisdom is practical. True wisdom does 

not simply make us more informed. It makes us more like Jesus.

Today’s Reflection

Where in your life are you most tempted to appear wise instead of actually walking in 

wisdom?

What does the consistent pattern of your conduct reveal about the wisdom ruling your heart?



Are there places where you know the truth, but have not yet surrendered to the truth?

Today’s Prayer

Father, reveal the true condition of my heart. Do not let me settle for sounding wise while 

living by my own understanding. Teach me to trust You, surrender to You, and walk in the 

meekness of wisdom. Let my conduct show that Your wisdom is taking root in me. In Jesus’ 

name, amen.

Today’s Action Step

Choose one area of your life where your conduct has not matched God’s wisdom. Confess it 

honestly to the Lord and take one clear step of obedience today.


