James Series Going Deeper

5- Day Devotional
Week 5, Day 2: The Progression of Sin

Verse of the Day
Primary Scripture: James 1:14-15

But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire
when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.

Primary Focus Statement

Sin begins internally with our desires and, if left unchecked, always progresses toward
destruction.

Devotional Teaching

James now shifts the focus from God to us. If temptation does not come from God, then
where does it come from. It comes from within. Each person is tempted when they are lured
and enticed by their own desire. This is a deeply humbling truth because it removes blame
and places responsibility directly on our hearts.

The language James uses is vivid. Desire lures, entices, conceives, gives birth, and
eventually produces death. This is a process. Sin does not usually explode into our lives
overnight. It grows. It starts as a thought, a desire, a curiosity. If it is entertained, it begins to
take shape. If it is not confronted, it gives birth to action. And if it continues, it leads to
destruction.

This is why sin is so dangerous. Not just because of what it is, but because of where it leads.
Every sin carries within it the seed of death. Not just physical death, but spiritual
destruction, broken relationships, and separation from the life God desires for you.

But there is also hope in this truth. If sin has a starting point, it can be stopped early. If you
confront desire at the beginning, you can prevent destruction at the end.

Reflection Questions

1. What desires in my life are currently pulling me toward sin?

2. Where have | allowed something small to grow into something much bigger?
3. Am | addressing sin at the desire level or only after it becomes action?

Action Step
Identify one area of temptation in your life and confront it at the root today by bringing it
into the light through prayer and accountability.
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