Week 8 Bible Study Guide
James Series Going Deeper

James 2:14-26

Faith That Moves

Main Focus of This Section

James 2:14-26 is focused on one primary truth:
Real saving faith always produces a transformed life.

James is confronting the dangerous deception of claiming faith in Jesus while remaining
spiritually unchanged.

This section is not teaching that works save us.
It is teaching that genuine salvation produces visible fruit.

Works are not the root of salvation.
Works are the evidence of salvation.

James is teaching that:

e true faith moves,
e true faith obeys,

e true faith surrenders,

e true faith changes the way we live.

The central burden of this passage is this:

A faith that never transforms your life may reveal that it has never truly captured your
heart.

James 2:14

“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith
but does not have works? Can that faith save him?”

Key Words & Phrases

“Says”



The emphasis is on someone claiming or professing faith outwardly.
James is distinguishing between:

e professing faith,
and
e possessing genuine faith.

A person can say all the right things while remaining spiritually unchanged internally.
“Faith”

The Greek word for faith is pistis.

Faith is more than intellectual agreement.
Biblical faith includes:

trust,

surrender,
dependence,
allegiance,
confidence in God.

James is challenging shallow belief that never affects life.
“Works”

The Greek word is erga.
James is referring to outward actions that flow from genuine faith.

These works do not earn salvation.
They reveal salvation.

Examples include:

obedience,
mercy,
generosity,
compassion,
repentance,
holiness,

love for others.

Primary Truths

1. There is a difference between claiming faith and possessing faith

James is confronting empty profession.



A person can:

attend church,

know Scripture,

speak Christian language,
identify as a believer,

...and still not truly know Christ.

2. Genuine faith produces evidence
Real faith eventually becomes visible.
Faith changes:

priorities,

desires,

behavior,

relationships,
direction.

3. Salvation is not proven merely by words
James is exposing superficial Christianity.

True faith is not merely spoken.
Itis lived.

Practical Takeaway
We must honestly ask:
Has my faith actually transformed the way | live?

Not perfection.
Transformation.

Reflection Questions

1. In what ways has my faith visibly transformed my life?
2. Am I relying more on religious identity or genuine surrender to Jesus?
3. What evidence of spiritual transformation is growing in my life?

James 2:15-17

“Faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”



Key Words & Phrases

“Dead”
The Greek word means lifeless, inactive, without true vitality.

James is not describing weak faith.
He is describing counterfeit faith.

Dead faith:

e talks but never transforms,
e knows truth but resists surrender,
e appears religious externally while remaining spiritually lifeless internally.

“Works”

James uses the example of helping someone in practical need.
This reveals that genuine faith impacts how we treat people.
True faith produces:

compassion,
mercy,
action,

love.

Primary Truths

1. Words without action reveal a disconnected heart
A person can speak compassionate words without truly possessing compassion.

In the same way:
A person can speak spiritual words without truly surrendering to Christ.

2. Genuine faith changes how we love others
Faith impacts daily living.
If Jesus truly transforms us internally, it affects:

how we forgive,

how we serve,

how we show mercy,
how we care for people.

3. Dead faith is faith without transformation



Dead faith is not struggling faith.
It is faith that produces no evidence of spiritual life.

Practical Takeaway

The gospel changes more than what we believe intellectually.
It changes how we live practically.

Reflection Questions

1. Does my faith actively impact the way | treat people?
2. Are there areas where my words and actions do not align?
3. How can | demonstrate Christlike compassion this week?

James 2:18

“l will show you my faith by my works.”

Key Words & Phrases

“Show”
Faith is invisible internally but eventually becomes visible externally.

Works reveal what is truly happening in the heart.

Primary Truths

1. Genuine faith becomes visible over time
You cannot physically see faith itself.
But eventually you can see:

obedience,
humility,
repentance,
perseverance,
mercy,
holiness.

2. Fruit reveals the condition of the tree
Works do not create salvation.

Works reveal spiritual life.



Jesus taught:

“You will recognize them by their fruits.”

Practical Takeaway

Our lives eventually reveal what we truly believe.

Reflection Questions

1. What kind of spiritual fruit is visible in my life?
2. What areas of my life still resist surrender to Christ?
3. Would those closest to me clearly see evidence of genuine faith?

James 2:19

“Even the demons believe—and shudder!”

Key Words & Phrases

“Believe”
James is referring to intellectual belief alone.

Demons know truth intellectually.
But they do not love, trust, or obey God.

“Shudder”
Demons respond emotionally to truth but remain in rebellion.
James is teaching that:

e intellectual agreement alone does not save,
e emotional response alone does not save.

Primary Truths

1. Saving faith is more than knowledge

A person can know theology and still not know God personally.
2. Genuine faith includes surrender

Biblical faith is not merely acknowledgment.
It is allegiance to Jesus Christ.



3. Christianity is more than information

The gospel is not merely something we understand mentally.
It is something that transforms us completely.

Practical Takeaway

The question is not:
“Do | know about Jesus?”
The question is:

“Have | truly surrendered my life to Jesus?”

Reflection Questions

1. Is my faith primarily intellectual or transformational?
2. What areas of my life still resist the lordship of Jesus?
3. How is Jesus actively changing me right now?

James 2:20-24 — Abraham

“Faith was active along with his works.”

Key Words & Phrases

“Active”

Faith and obedience work together.

Genuine trust in God produces action.

“Completed”

Abraham’s obedience matured and revealed the authenticity of his faith.

Works complete faith in the sense that they demonstrate its reality.

Primary Truths

1. Works do not create faith — they reveal faith

Fruit does not make a tree alive.
Fruit reveals life already exists.

2. Real faith obeys God



Abraham trusted God enough to surrender Isaac.
Genuine faith eventually moves toward obedience.
3. Faith grows through surrender

Faith matures as we trust and obey God more deeply.

Practical Takeaway

Real faith trusts God enough to obey Him even when obedience is costly.

Reflection Questions

1. What is God asking me to surrender or trust Him with?
2. Is my faith moving me toward obedience?
3. Where is God growing my faith through surrender?

James 2:25 — Rahab

“Rahab the prostitute justified by works...”

Primary Truths
1. Genuine faith transforms anyone
Rahab’s past did not disqualify her from transformation.
The grace of God changes broken people.
2. Faith changes allegiance
Rahab turned from her old kingdom and aligned herself with God.
True faith changes:
e loyalties,
e priorities,
e direction.
3. Real faith risks everything for God

Rahab acted because she truly believed.

Her faith moved her into courageous obedience.

Practical Takeaway



When Jesus truly changes someone, their direction and allegiance begin changing.

Reflection Questions

1. How has Jesus changed the direction of my life?
2. What old loyalties or patterns still compete with Christ?
3. Am | willing to trust God publicly and courageously?

James 2:26

“Faith apart from works is dead.”

Primary Truths

1. Genuine faith is alive

Living faith produces movement and transformation.

2. Faith without transformation is lifeless

James is warning against empty religion and false assurance.
3. The evidence of salvation is growing surrender

Not perfection.
Transformation.

Practical Takeaway

Saving faith moves the heart toward Christ and produces a life increasingly shaped by Him.

Overall Truth of James 2:14-26

Saving faith is not merely believing that Jesus exists. Saving faith is surrendering to Jesus in
a way that transforms your life.

Or even more simply:
Faith that saves is faith that moves.
It moves:

the heart toward God,

the life toward obedience,

the hands toward mercy,

and the entire person toward becoming more like Jesus.






