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Tree Of Life 
Eternal Salvation

Jeff Bates

1. “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.... And 
the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a 
living soul. And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in 
Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed. And out 
of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is 
pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree o f life also in the 
midst o f the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil” 
(Gen. 1:1; 2:7-9).

2. God’s love prompted him to create Adam and to create every
thing necessary to meet all of Adam’s needs.
a. Eve was created to meet Adam’s need for a helper in life, a 

companion with which he could bring children into the world. 
(Gen. 2:20-24)

b. Plenty of food was provided for their physical nourishment. 
(Gen. 2:9)

c. They were given a garden paradise in which to live. (Gen. 
2:8,15)

3. God placed in the midst of the garden the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil, and commanded Adam and Eve not to eat of its 
fruit. (Gen. 2:16,17)
a. Had God not placed this tree in the garden, man could not 

have sinned against God in disobedience. Why then did God 
place the tree in the garden?

b. The purpose of the tree was to allow man to be a “free moral 
agent.” God wants man to worship, serve, and obey him by 
choice, not by force. (Josh. 24:15)

4. Another tree that was placed in the midst of the garden was the 
tree of life. (Gen. 2:9)
a. The tree of life is a type of heaven.
b. Let us notice how the tree of life foreshadows heaven.

DISCUSSION:
I. THE TREE OF LIFE AND HEAVEN BOTH BRING

EVERLASTING LIFE.
A. Adam and Eve were created with mortal bodies, bodies that 

die and decay.
1. However, they would have lived forever in the Garden of 

Eden by eating of the fruit from the tree of life. (Gen. 
3:22)
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2. The fruit from the tree of life brought everlasting 
physical life as long as they ate of it.

B. Heaven is a home for those who will live eternal spiritual 
lives.
1. We will not enter heaven with our mortal bodies, but 

with spiritual, immortal bodies. (1 Cor. 15:35-53)
2. In heaven we shall no longer be subject to death. (Rev.

21:4)
3. Thus heaven is the place of “eternal life.” (Rom. 6:20-23)

II. THE TREE OF LIFE AND HEAVEN ARE BOTH GIFTS 
FROM GOD, BUT THEY ARE CONDITIONED UPON  
MAN’S  OBEDIENCE TO GOD.
A. God put the tree of life in the Garden of Eden for Adam and 

Eve. (Gen. 2:9)
1. When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, he no longer 

allowed them to partake of the fruit from the tree of life. 
(Gen. 3:22-24)

2. If Adam and Eve had not disobeyed God, they would 
have continued to eat the fruit from the tree of life and 
would have lived forever in the Garden of Eden.

3. Obedience was therefore the condition for Adam and Eve 
to partake of this gift of God, the tree of life.

B. Heaven is a home that God has prepared for us. (John
14:1-3)
1. Eternal life in heaven is a gift of God through his grace. 

(Rom. 6:23; Titus 3:7)
2. It is a gift that has conditions that we must meet to 

partake of it, and these conditions are set forth in the 
scriptures. (John 5:39; 6:68)
a. We must believe Jesus to be the Christ. (John 

3:15,16; 1 John 5:10-13)
b. We must leave all and follow Christ (Mark 10:28-30), 

that is, following him must be our first and highest 
priority. (Matt. 6:33)

c. We must flee the sinful pleasures of the world and 
follow after godliness, fighting against satan and sin 
as good soldiers in the Lord’s army. (1 Tim. 6:3-19)

d. We must keep the commandments of God specified 
for the age in which we live. (Matt. 19:17)

e. We must remain faithful to God always. (Rom. 2:7; 
Rev. 2:10)

C. Only those who obey God will partake of the tree of life in 
heaven. (Rev. 22:14)
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III. THE TREE OF LIFE AND HEAVEN ARE IMMEASUR
ABLE REWARDS FOR FAITHFUL OBEDIENCE AND 
SERVICE TO GOD.
A. God placed Adam and Eve in the beautiful Garden of Eden 

and gave them innumerable blessings.
1. The greatest blessing that God gave to them was the tree 

of life.
2. By placing the tree of life in the garden, he gave them 

the opportunity to enjoy the beautiful paradise of Eden 
and all the rich blessings forevermore.

B. God blesses us all richly day by day, but the greatest 
blessing he offers us is eternal life with him in heaven.
1. In heaven we will no longer face the trials and tempta

tions of satan. (Rev. 21:27)
2. In heaven we will not endure the pain and suffering that 

is the consequences of sin. (Rev. 21:4)
3. Because the joys and wonders of heaven are spiritual, 

they are beyond our comprehension. God describes them 
to us in the best way he can, by using the greatest joys 
and wonders known to us on earth. (Rev. 21:10-27)

4. Once we get to heaven we will never have to leave, but 
will dwell there forever, thus “eternal life.”

IV. THE TREE OF LIFE AND HEAVEN ARE BOTH LOST 
BY THOSE WHO DISOBEY GOD.
A. Because of their disobedience to God, Adam and Eve were 

driven out of the garden away from the tree of life, never to 
return. (Gen. 2:22,23)
1. God had warned Adam and Eve that disobedience would 

bring death. (Gen. 2:17)
2. God through the cherubims and a flaming sword made 

sure Adam and Eve would never again be able to eat of 
the fruit from the tree of life upon the earth. (Gen. 3:24)

3. The separation from the tree of life meant that death 
would surely come.

4. Satan made it appear that eating of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil would be a good decision, but 
their sin cost them the greatest blessing they had been 
given. (Gen. 3:4,5)

B. Those who disobey God and do not repent shall never enter 
heaven.
1. “And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that 

defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or 
maketh a lie.” (Rev. 21:27)

2. Sin separates a person from God (Isa. 59:1,2) thus 
bringing spiritual death (Rom. 6:23), and if he/she is not
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reconciled to God through repentance, he /she will never 
enter God’s presence in heaven.

3. Because the tree of life is now in heaven (Rev. 2:7; 22:2), 
one who does not enter heaven will never have spiritual 
life again. (Luke 16:26)

4. Sin may indeed appear glorious at the time, but it will 
cost us all of the spiritual blessings God offers us, 
including heaven. (Rev. 22:14,15)

CONCLUSION:
1. The tree of life in the Garden of Eden is a foreshadow of heaven 

to come.
2. Those who do not learn from history are destined to repeat it.

a. Have you learned from the mistake of Adam and Eve?
b. If not, you too will lose the right to partake of the tree of life 

in heaven.
3. There is no greater purpose to obey God than that beautiful 

paradise called heaven.
4. Jesus came to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10), but he will 

only be the savior of the obedient. (Heb. 5:9)
5. Have you obeyed God in becoming a Christian?

a. Do you have a faith  in God (Heb. 11:6) and in Jesus the 
Christ (John 8:24) that will lead you to live the rest of your 
life in obedience to their will? If you don’t  have this faith, 
study the Bible, because it will produce that faith within an 
honest, sincere heart. (Rom. 10:17)

b. Will you repen t of sin (Acts 17:30,31), that is turn away from 
a life of sin and offer yourself a living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1,2), 
not following those of the world, but following God’s will day 
by day?

c. Will you publicly confess your faith in Jesus as the Savior of 
the world (Rom. 10:9,10; Acts 8:37)?

d. Will you now be baptized into Jesus Christ (Rom. 6:3-11) in 
order to receive the remission of your sins (Acts 22:16) 
through the precious blood of Jesus Christ (Rev. 1:5) that you 
may be saved eternally in heaven (1 Peter 3:21)?

6. As a child of God, are you a Christian, that is, have you been 
faithful to God (Rev. 2:10)?
a. If not, will you repent asking God’s forgiveness and putting 

your life in harmony with his will (Acts 8:18-24)
b. If you are living as a Christian, let us not be weary in well 

doing (Gal. 6:7-9)
7. The choice you make will determine whether or not you partake 

of the tree of life in heaven, and your decision will likely 
influence your children and countless others. We pray that you 
will choose wisely. (Prov. 3:13-18)
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The Jewish Dispersion 
The Spiritual Dispersion

1 Peter 1:1

Alan Adams

1. In his first epistle, Peter characterizes the recipients as, among 
other things, being “of the dispersion,” or as the KJV puts it, 
“scattered [ones].”
a. The original word, diaspora, is a noun used in the genitive 

case, thus the ASV rendering “of the dispersion,” meaning a 
specific body or community of people who are in some sense 
“scattered” or “dispersed” throughout the Roman world.

b. Simply speaking, Peter is using a common Old Testament 
concept to aptly describe in the First Century, and now, God’s 
people.

2. Students of Hebrew history are familiar with the terms and 
concepts: dispersion, remnant, and sojourners.
a. Haman, in reference to the Jews in Persia, said to Ahasuerus, 

“There is a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed 
among the peoples in all the provinces of thy kingdom; and 
their laws are diverse from those of every people; neither 
keep they the king’s laws: therefore it is not for the king’s 
profit to suffer them.”
1) A very sad part of Jewish history is that of their national 

destruction and dispersion because they refused to repent 
(cf. Jer. 50:17).

2) Yet, God through the dispersion itself, preserved the seed 
line through which would come the Messiah (cf. James 
1:1; John 7:35; Acts 2:5).

b. The “remnant” who survived Assyrian and Babylonian 
incursions returned to rebuild a much scaled-down version of 
Jerusalem and the temple (Ezra 9:8)

c. They truly came to be a “scattered” people (Ezek. 6:8)
3. Each of these terms (dispersion, remnant, scattered), out of the 

backdrop of the plight of fleshly Israel, contained (and yet 
contain) glimpses of spiritual principles and truths which have 
applied to God’s true (that is to say, His spiritual) people 
throughout the ages.

4. Inherently, the idea of a dispersed and scattered remnant 
implies such things as identifiability, distinction, minority, 
struggle, alienation: Yet, herein lies a problem.
a. We (the church) are the “people of God” (Heb. 4:9; 1 Pet.2:10).
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b. But to the eye, not a small number of members of the body of 
Christ, look like, act like, are at peace with, and mix in well 
with the world: both the secular and the religious.

5. The Spirit (by Peter) characterizes certain people as “Chris- 
tian[s]” (1 Peter 4:10), “brethren” (1 Peter 1:22; 3:8; 2 Peter 
2:10), the “brotherhood” (1 Peter 2:17), “church” (5:13); a “race,” 
“people,” “priesthood,” and “nation.”
a. He also refers to them as “sojourners of the dispersion” 

(1 Peter 1:1).
b. Let us note some of the implications of this characterization.
c. From this study, may we each come to see ourselves as aliens 

in a hostile world; may we more strongly “seek a country,” 
that is “a heavenly [one]” (Heb. 11:14-16).

6. Let us then consider...

DISCUSSION:
I. THE DISPERSION AND PETER.

A. Sojourners.
1. They of the “dispersion” are “sojourners.”
2. Parepideimos: “one who stays for awhile as an alien in a 

place.”
3. In other words, a resident alien.
4. Used figuratively, as I think it is here, it has reference to 

Christians who do not count this earth as their home.
5. Some Jewish Christians, offspring of their dispersed 

ancestors, are being addressed.
a. Several passages make itclear that Peter was writing 

as much to Gentile Christians as anyone (1:14; 2:10; 
4:3).

b. It is perfectly reasonable to conclude that Peter in 
some spiritual sense is here describing Christians, 
Jew or Gentile, as scattered sojourners, or alien 
residents.

B. That conclusion fits comports with Bible teaching in many 
places.
1. An alien in a strange place can find his place of 

sojourning inhospitable (1 Peter 4.3-4).
2. The great examples of faith in Hebrews 11 are all 

described as “having confessed that they were strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth. For they that say such things 
make it manifest that they are seeking after a country of 
their own.”

3. The Spirit describes them as they who “desire a better 
country” (vs.13-4,16).

4. Peter pleads with brothers and sisters, “as sojourners 
and pilgrims, to abstain from fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul” (1 Peter 2:11).
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5. While in Taiwan we had to carry around an “alien 
residence certificate” which had a way of reminding you 
that you were not at home.
a. Our alien resident certificate is the Word of God, and 

as long as you and I carry it in our “hearts” (Psa. 
119.11) we can never be at home in this world.

6. We are “sojourners of the dispersion.”
a. God’s people are scattered all over this world (cf. 

Matt. 28:18ff; Rev. 5:9).
b. Yet, they are a spiritually distinct and united body 

(cf. Eph 3:6).

II. THE DISPERSION AND PUNISHMENT.
A. God has punitively used “dispersion” in many instances 

throughout history: Adam and Eve, Cain, the nations (Gen. 
3:24; 4:12fF; 11:7-9).

B. There are three aspects to punishment: prevention, 
correction, retribution. We see them all in the act of Divine 
dispersion.
1. Prevention: As with good, so evil is thwarted when 

people are not united (cf. Matt. 12:26).
2. Correction: When dispersed and in alien territory, one 

has time to reflect and ponder about sin and its con
sequences (cf. Ezek. 9:8; Isa. 10:20; Zech. 10:9).

3. Retribution: Punishment must ultimately have at the 
back of it a sense of just desert.
a. Humanity is dispersed, divided and disharmonious 

because of sin and its consequences.
b. Israel was scattered because of her sins.

C. Yet, we see the benevolence, longsuffering, and sovereignty 
of God in the...

III. DISPERSION AND PROVIDENTIAL PROTECTION.
A. By the use of dispersion, God was also protecting the great

Messianic Promise (cf. Gen. 3:15; Gal. 4:4).
B. Even now, by virtue of the true people of God being a 

dispersed, yet spiritually united people, God has made a 
way for His people to overcome the Adversaries forces in 
this world.

IV. THE DISPERSION AND PURITY.
A. Just as God used the Levitical doctrines of “clean” and 

“unclean” to keep His people from fatal contact with the 
nations, so He uses the same ideas in the moral and 
spiritual realm to keep his people “unspotted from the 
world” (James 1:27).
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B. The unfriendly (cf. James 4:4) will always view the faithful 
child of God as “strange” (1 Peter 4:4).

C. The “children of obedience” (1 Peter l:14ff) will always be 
out of “fashion” with the world; they will be distinct [“holy”].

D. All doctrine other than that of Christ (cf. 2 John 9-11) will 
be to the dispersed ones as “divers and strange doctrines”; 
thus, consequently, those among whom the dispersed dwell 
will view them the same way (cf. Acts 17:19-20).

E. When the distinction that is inherent in dispersion is 
maintained, God’s people remain pure in life and doctrine.

V. DISPERSION AND UNITY.
A. As ironic as it seems, the dispersion of the Jews lead to the 

development of local synagogue worship, which served as a 
type of the future local congregations of the Lord’s church.

B. Such local bands, or churches, behind as it were enemy 
lines, allows people to become close-knit and to feel off one 
another’s strengths and allay one another’s weaknesses (cf. 
Heb. 10:22-25; Luke 22:32).

VI. THE DISPERSION AND PREACHING.
A. A dispersion of a “nation” of people, as the church is, would 

seem like the last way to make that nation stronger.
B. But, as is always the case, God’s “ways” are not ours (cf. Isa.

55:8ff>. '
C. By having a spiritual nation in this world; one without 

geographical borders, God has provided the way by which 
His seed, the Gospel, will be perpetually sown (cf. Matt. 
28:20).

D. Let us not become lazy, or worse, arrogant, by assuming 
that out in this big wide world God no longer has “much 
people” (cf. Acts 18:10).

E. Saul thought to bring the church to a screeching halt by 
“scattering” brethren, but rather we see: “Therefore they 
that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the 
word” (Acts 8:4).

CONCLUSION:
1. God’s people are truly a dispersion.
2. That’s a sad fact in that for the present most of us will never 

know some great brothers and sisters in Christ.
3. Yet, we turn it into a positive as we long for the day when “all

God’s children are gathered home.”
4. The high priest, Caiaphas, little understood the magnitude of 

the truth of his words when speaking of Jesus he said, “he 
should gather together in one the children of God that were 
scattered abroad” (John 11:52).

5. Let us, as it were, live up to our “dispersion.”
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The Rock 
Christ’s Provisions

1 Cor. 10:1-13

Tom House

1. The history of Israel provides a treasure trove of information on 
the:
a. General nature of man’s behavior;
b. And, the general nature of man’s relationship to God.

2. Knowing, by virtue of His omniscience, that man’s relationship 
with Him is now predicated by a relationship with His Son, God 
has...
a. Preserved for posterity, the Old Covenant; framed specifically 

for the Jews;
b. And has provided the entirety of inspiration now available to 

all nations in order that all might glean from the types and 
allegories the information necessary to aid us in developing 
and maintaining our fellowship with the Father and the Son. 
1 John 1:1-3

3. The evidence of the 2nd person in the Godhead’s involvement in
Hebrew history is not just implied; it is in the text emphatically 
established.

4. Note some examples of the Lord’s involvement:
a. Gen. 18; John 8:56,58; Daniel 3:25
b. The text alludes to the case that the Lord was the Israelites 

sustainer, provider, and buffeter in their wilderness wander
ings.

c. These texts and examples serve as clear reminders of how 
God cares and provides for those who are His.

DISCUSSION:
I. THE CONTEXT OF 1 CORINTHIANS 10.

A. Paul has taken opportunity to discuss the necessity of 
self-discipline.
1. His conclusions are not based on a self-devised system of 

righteousness. 1 Cor. 9:27; 1 Cor. 2
2. In the text, to illustrate the force of his point, he alludes 

to the Jews in the wilderness wanderings.
B. The record regarding the Israelites showed that their 

gratitude for the Egyptian liberation had been short lived.
1. This disposition led to a lack of trust in God, as their 

sense of trust was solely upon the physical necessities.
2. This lack of trust, which became disbelief, manifested 

itself in a costly rebellion. 1 Cor. 10:5-10
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C. Note how the rebellion is described:
1. They lusted after “evil things.” v.6
2. They became idolaters, v.7
3. They became immoral, v.7
4. They tempted Christ, v.9
5. They murmured against God. v.10

D. Now note the cost of the rebellion:
1. Many were overthrown. (23,000 in one day), v.8
2. Many were destroyed by the serpents. Num. 21
3. Over 14,000 were destroyed by a plague. Num. 16:49

E. Bear in mind, these were God’s chosen people, yet thou
sands perished in the wilderness because of their unbelief.

F. Paul warns Christians, that as God’s people we too may fall 
if we do not faithfully adhere to His will, v.12

II. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF “THE ROCK” 1 Cor. 10:4.
A. The account to which Paul alludes is found in Exodus 14 

and following.
B. As it relates to our text, it is important to note the 

correlation to what Paul states and the record of events as 
revealed by David in Psalms 78 and 106.

C. Note first, Psalm 106:
1. David begins by acknowledging the goodness and mercy 

of God. v.l
2. Yet, he alludes to his forefathers when being delivered 

from Egypt, did not understand the significance of the 
Lord’s wondrous works, v.7

3. Regardless, while they doubt, He still saves them.
a. He provided time and protection while they went 

through the sea. (Angel/Lord -  Exodus 14; 19,24)
b. He provided dry land by which they could pass 

through the sea. v.9
c. He would eventually destroy their pursuers, vs. 10-11

4. They would, as a consequence of these events, believe for 
a while (v.12), but soon forgot His works, v.13

5. They “lusted exceedingly” and tempted God. v.14
6. Remarkably, the Lord still responds to their request; 

(v.15), i.e., He met their physical needs.
D. Note the record of the events in Psalm 78:

1. In spite of the fact that the people were murmuring 
against God; and this, after He had delivered them from 
bondage, and more immediately, certain death; He 
responds to their needs.

2. Verse 15 says He “clave the rocks in the wilderness;” 
meaning He ripped them open and provided water 
enough as if it were out of great depths.

3. The water ran “down like rivers.” v.16
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a. One must remember that at the departure from 
Egypt, the Israelites numbered 600,000 men.

b. Some have estimated that with women and children, 
the number in the Exodus would have been about 2.5 
million.

c. With such a number, the amount of needful provision 
would have been staggering.

d. Hence, as is suggested in the text of I Corinthians 10, 
“the rock followed them;” was a river of water which 
would after the matter of any stream, follow the path 
of least resistance and ultimately empty into a larger 
body of water.

e. It is alleged that the waters from Horeb flowed to the 
area of Ezion-geber (Num. 33:36), an area on the 
Arabian side of the Sinai Peninsula, and there went 
into the sea.

f. It is assumed that this is the path the Israelites 
followed while in the greatest portion of their time in 
the wilderness.

g. No sooner than when they reach the area of Zin in 
Kadesh, they again would need a source of water. 
Num. 20

4. While at Horeb, the people would ask if God could
“furnish a table in the wilderness?” Psa. 78:19
a. Here, the wilderness serves as a type of the 

Christian’s life.
b. The Christian’s life is beset with trials and needs, as 

it was with the Jews.
c. The difference with the two, is that the disciple of

Christ is to trust in a caring God, and be content. 
Heb. 13:5; Matt. 6 “

5. Could God provide in the wilderness?
a. Moses struck the rock by God’s order, and water 

came out.
b. Not only was water provided, but other necessities 

were met. vs. 24-25
6. The problem with the Israelites was, that after they 

were “filled” (v.29), “while the meat was yet in their 
mouths” (v.30), God destroyed many of them for these 
reasons:
a. They still sinned, v.32
b. They believed not His wondrous works.
c. They had become vain.
d. They had forgotten that God was their “Rock,” and 

the High God their redeemer, v.35
E. In all this, the Lord had provided:

1. Liberation from Egyptian bondage.
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2. Salvation from Pharaoh.
3. The passage of salvation.
4. The physical necessities to sustain themselves.
5. Direction to the land which was promised to them.
6. A Law to guide them in their spiritual and secular 

affairs.

III. OTHER REFERENCES WHICH EMPLOY THE 
ALLEGORY.
A. John 4 is the record of the Lord with the woman at Jacob’s 

well.
1. Jesus refers to the spiritual provision available in 

Himself when He refers to Himself as “living water.” 
v.10

2. A metaphorical reference to the water provided to the 
Israelites may be implied in verses 13-14.
a. The waters which flowed from the rock which 

followed them in their wandering were by the Lord’s 
provision.

b. They could sustain themselves as long as they 
remained close to the water.

c. Jesus provides spiritual quenching when one remains 
true to Him.

B. In John 6, Jesus references Himself as the “true bread.”
1. The Jews wanted a sign in order to believe Christ, and 

implied that it was Moses who had fed their fathers with 
manna and quail, v.30

2. Jesus states that it was not Moses that rained bread 
from heaven, but God!
a. He could have asked, “are you being fed in the same 

fashion now?”
b. In the present, He tells them that the Father gives 

them the true bread from heaven, v.32
c. It is this true bread which actually provides real life. 

v.33
3. He further employs the illustration in verses 47-58.

a. To “believe” is to possess eternal life.
b. He says, “I am that bread of life.” v.48
c. The bread which was provided to their fathers was:

1) Needed daily, and provided daily.
2) Their consumption of that bread would only 

sustain them temporarily.
3) They ate it as it was provided, but they are now 

all dead.
d. However, the true bread from heaven provides 

eternal life, for it is a “living bread.” vs.51,58
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e. In completing the illustration, He alludes to the 
Lord’s supper and its connection with our spiritual 
provision, vs. 54-58

f. Without the flesh and blood, there is no life! v.53
C. Another occasion when the illustration is used is John 7,

and is here used to refer to the gift of the Spirit which 
would later come to the disciples, v.39
1. This statement was made during the last of the feast of

Tabernacles, which would correspond to the time of the 
harvest.

2. It is typically the driest season of the year, and quite 
warm.

3. Some suggest that the occasion of the Lord’s words were 
uttered when there was a pause in the traditional 
singing of the Hallel, which involved the chanting of the 
words found in Psalms 113-118.

4. The significance of the statement is as follows:
a. To drink of the waters of life, was to embrace Christ 

and His will. John 6:68
b. To do so, would enable those who drink to become 

fountains of water from which others could quench 
their spiritual thirst.

c. The specific reference to the promise (v.39), had a 
limited purpose and limited time.
1) The promise did not come into effect until Christ 

returned to the Father; the time of His glory. 
Acts llff

2) Since this was a time in which the Lord’s will was 
not written, there was a “drought” of written 
words. John 6:68

3) However, after the coming of the Spirit, they 
would be “guided into all truth” (John 16:13), and 
the spiritual hunger and thirst would be satisfied 
as a result of the flow of words which came by 
divine inspiration and were sustained by divine 
power. 1 Cor. 2:8-13

5. Note the application of the “type.”
a. Jesus is alluded to by Moses as the source of spiritual 

authority. Deut. 18:15
b. David asserts that a “man’s mouth are as deep 

waters, and the wellspring of wisdom as a flowing 
brook.” Psa. 18:4

c. Isaiah refers to the salvation which can be drawn out 
like water from wells. Isa. 12:3

d. Isaiah also refers to the spiritual outpouring as 
pouring “water upon him that is thirsty...” Isa. 44:3
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IV. JE SU S IS OUR ROCK.
A. He is the foundation of the church. Matt. 16:18; 1 Cor. 3:11
B. He is the foundation of our faith; the very essence of our 

confession. Matt. 16:17; Eph. 2:20-22
C. His words are the foundation of our living. 2 Peter 1:3; 

Matt. 7:24-27

V. JE SU S IS OUR PROVIDER.
A. Jesus provides the hope of our salvation; by virtue of...

1. His life; for he showed us how to live. 1 Peter 2:21; 
1 Cor. 11:1; Phil. 2:5

2. His death; in that he became our propitiation. 1 John 2:2
B. Jesus is the provider of our direction. John 6:68; John 

14:1-6; John 10; Psa. 119:105; Acts 8:31 — “guide me...”
C. He is the provider of our physical necessities. Matt. 6; Heb. 

13:5; Psa. 37:25

CONCLUSION:
1. Notice the occasions that Jesus employs this illustration in the 

form of an invitation.
2. John 7:37, “I f  any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. ”
3. Then on the last page of the New Testament; John leaves this 

invitation, “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him 
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will, let him take o f the water oflife freely.” Rev. 22:17

The Remnant 
The Church

Jimmy W. Bates

1. The theme, “Types and Antitypes” points to the fact that the Old 
Testament is filled with type, shadow, figure, etc. pointing to the 
antitype, real, superior in the New Testament.
a. These types and antitypes help us better understand God’s 

scheme of redemption for man.
b. They involve an element of prophecy pointing to events 

associated with the Gospel System.
2. The faithful rem nant of the Old Testament typifies the faithful 

rem nant of the church today.
3. The purpose of our study will be to:

a. Survey the faithful remnant throughout the Old Testament.
b. Show the church as the true Israel of God today.
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c. Show that eternal salvation will be for the few (remnant) that 
are faithful.

DISCUSSION:
I. THE REMNANT — DEFINED.

A. General meaning: “1. What is left over; remainder; residue,
2. a small remaining part, quantity, or number of persons 
or things...” (New World Dictionary).

B. There are several Hebrew words translated “rem nant” in 
the O.T. but two of the more frequent are shar — “the rest” 
and sherith — “residue.”
1. The International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia states 

the translation of these two words as “rem nant”, has a 
special significance in the prophecies of Isaiah, as 
denoting “a holy seed”, or spiritual kemal, of the nation 
which should survive impending judgment and become 
the germ of the people of God, being blessed of God and 
made a blessing (cf. Mic. 2:12; 4:7; 5:7,8; 7:18; also Zeph. 
2:7; 3:13; Hag. 1:12, 14; Zech. 8:6; Joel 2:32). (I.S.B.E. 
p.2557).

2. The “remnant” of our study refers to the few “the 
residue” of God’s people who are faithful to Him.

C. In the N.T. “rem nant” is translated from three Greek 
words (See Vines Expository Dictionary of New Testament 
Words, p. 276).
1. loipos — “remaining; the rest”
2. leimma — “that which is left; Rom. 11:5, a spiritual 

remnant saved by the gospel from the midst of apostate 
Israel.”

3. hupoleimma (some Mss. have kataleimma) — (hupo —
“under”); (kata — “down, behind”) — used in Rom. 9:27, 
“remnant, where the contrast is drawn between the 
number of Israel as a whole, and the small number in it 
of those who are saved through the Gospel.” (Isa. 10:22, 
23; Hosea 1:10). '

D. Summary: The “rem nant” of our study involves the “few” 
from the beginning who were faithful to God and who God 
used in developing and bringing about His scheme of 
redemption which required the coming of the Savior, Jesus 
Christ — His death, burial, and resurrection; the establish
ment of His church and the eternal salvation of the faithful 
remnant in that spiritual body — the church!

II. THE FAITHFUL REMNANT THROUGHOUT THE OLD
TESTAMENT.
A. God’s purpose, plan, and promise to provide a Savior for lost 

man:



20 11th Annual “LABOURERS TOGETHER WITH OOP' Lectures

1. God’s eternal purpose and plan was that man’s 
salvation would be “in C hrist” His spiritual body — the 
church (Eph. 1:3,4,22,23; 3:8-11; 1 Peter 1:18-20).

2. In the midst of man’s fall, God prom ised a Savior (Gen. 
3:15).
a. Throughout the O.T., God is developing and bringing 

about the fulfillment of His promise of a Savior.
b. This promise would be fulfilled in Christ — His 

death, burial, and resurrection; His church; and His 
Gospel.

3. God’s plan includes a response from man — an obedient 
faith; every person must choose! (Deut. 30:19, 20; Josh. 
24:15; Eccl. 12:13; Matt. 7:21).

4. The history of man has shown that only a few (remnant) 
are willing to choose submission to the will of God (Matt. 
7:13, 14).

B. The P a triarchal Period:
1. Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:1-6).
2. Cain and Abel (Gen. 4:3-5; Heb. 11:4).
3. Noah and family (8 souls) (Gen. 6:1-22; Heb. 11:7; I Peter 

3:20).
C. The Mosiac Period:

1. God’s promise to Abraham and his seed (Gen. 12:1-3; 
15:7; 18:18,19: 22:18; 26:40; 28:13-15).
a. A great nation — fulfilled in Egypt.

1) Delivered from bondage (Moses).
2) Rebellion at Kadesh (Numbers 13, 14).
3) Wilderness wandering — only a “remnant” would 

enter the Land of Canaan.
b. Would bless and make his name great.
c. The Land Promise.

1) Fulfilled (Deut. 34:1-4; Josh. 21:43; 23:14).
2) Continued possession of the land depended on 

their faithfulness to God (Deut. 4:26; 6:14,15; 
30:15-20).

d. In his seed would all the families of the earth be 
blessed — the spiritual promise fulfilled in Christ 
(Gal. 4:4; 3:16, 19).

2. Period of Judges — rebellion.
3. The United Kingdom (120 yrs. — 1095-975 B.C.)
4. The Divided Kingdom:

a. Northern Kingdom (Israel, 10 Northern Tribes) — 
fell to the Assyrians about 722 B.C. never to return 
as a separate kingdom again.

b. Southern Kingdom (Judah):
1) Fell to Babylon in 587 B.C. and were carried into 

70 years of captivity.



TYPES AND ANTITYPES »2 -  Sept. 2003 21

2) A “remnant” then returned to the homeland under 
the decree of Cyrus.

5. The “Rem nant” restored:
a. Promised and predicted (Isa. 1:9; 10:20-23; Jer. 23:3; 

31:7; Ezek. 6:8-10; 11:13-21; 14:22; Joel 2:32; Micah 
2:12; 5:3,7,8; Zeph. 2:7, 9).

b. The promise fulfilled in the “remnant” that returned 
(Haggai 1:12-14; 2:2; Zech. 8:6,11,12; Ezra 9:8,13-15; 
Neh. 1:3).

III. THE CHURCH — THE TRUE ISRAEL OF GOD TODAY 
(The Rem nant).
A. With the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, Judaism 

came to an end and the Law of Christ (Christianity) began 
(Matt. 5:17,18; Rom. 7:1-4; 2 Cor. 3:6-18; Gal. 3:23-29; 5:4; 
Col. 2:14; Heb. 7:11-14; 8:6-13; 9:11-17).

B. God’s people today are the “sp iritual seed ” of Abraham — 
the church:
1. The Jews, God’s people in the O.T., were the fleshly seed 

of Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3; Heb. 2:14-16).
2. Now, we must look beyond the fleshly seed of Abraham 

and see the real recipients of the promise today.
3. The “seed” promise was fulfilled “in Christ” (Gal. 3:16).
4. Those “in Christ” (His spiritual body — the church, Eph. 

1:22,23) are the recipients of the spiritual promises in 
Gen. 3:15; 12:1-3.
a. Gal. 3:26-29; Eph. 1:3,4,7; Rom. 2:28,29; 14:16-18
b. Thus, the “spiritual seed” of Abraham is the Lord’s 

church which was/is a part of God’s eternal purpose.
5. Those in the church are God’s people (remnant) today 

(2 Cor. 6:16,18; 2 Thess. 2:13,14; 2 Tim. 2:4; Titus 2:11
14; Heb. 4:9; 8:6-13; 1 Peter 2:2-10).

C. With the beginning of the “Gospel Age” (Acts 2), both Jew 
and Gentile must obey the Gospel and become part of the 
church to be saved.
1. Mark 16:15,16; Rom. 1:16; 2 Thess. 1:7-9.
2. Through the spiritual birth (John 3:3,5), one becomes a 

part of the “spiritual seed” of Abraham and one of God’s 
remnant today.
a. In the O.T., the Jews were God’s chosen through the 

fleshly birth, but now its through the spiritual birth.
b. Two actions are necessary for a birth (fleshly and 

spiritual):
1) A begetting (planting of seed).
2) A coming forth (completion of birth).

c. In the spiritual birth we are begotten by the Gospel 
(James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:22-25; 1 Cor. 4:15; Luke 8:11).
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d. The begetting takes place when the “seed” is planted 
in the heart (mind), Luke 8:4-15, and faith is 
produced (Rom. 1:16; 10:17; Heb. 11:6; 1 John 5:1).

e. The “coming forth” (the completing act of a birth) 
takes place at baptism (Rom. 6:1-5; 2 Cor. 5:17; Rom. 
6:17,18; 1 Cor. 15:1-4).

3. Examples:
a. Jews (Acts 2:36-47).
b. Samaritans (Acts 8:5,6,12).
c. Eunuch (Acts 8:26-39).
d. Cornelius (Acts 10,11).
e. Jailor (Acts 16:30-34).

D. Only a “remnant” of the Jews would be saved by the Gospel:
1. Romans 9:27-29

a. Vs.27,28 quoted from Isa. 10:22, 23 — The Jews 
should have learned from Isaiah that only a remnant 
(a small portion of Israel) would be saved.

b. V.29 (cf. Isa. 1:9) — the seed that was left were the 
few (remnant) of Israel that received Christ and His 
Gospel and were saved.

2. Romans 11:1-5
a. Even though the Jews as a nation had rejected the 

Christ, some (a remnant) of that nation had accepted 
Him, Paul, himself, being one of that remnant.

b. V.4 — Elijah thought all Israel had forsaken God 
(1 Kings 19:10-14), but God assured him that He still 
had a “remnant” that had not forsaken Him.

c. V.5 — “Even so then at this present time also there 
is a remnant according to the election of grace.”

IV. ETERNAL SALVATION WILL BE FOR THE FEW 
(REMNANT) THAT ARE FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH.
A. Rev. 2:10; Rom. 8:1-5; 2 Tim. 4:6-8; 2 Peter 1:5-11.
B. The “unfaithful” are lost (2 Peter 2:20-22; Heb. 3:12; 2 Tim. 

4:10).
C. Only a small remnant will be faithful (Matt. 7:13,14). 

CONCLUSION:
1. There have always been a small remnant who are willing to 

faithfully serve God.
2. God has made provisions for the salvation of every person (Titus 

2:11,12; Heb. 2:9).
a. God wants all to be saved (1 Tim. 4:2; 2 Peter 3:9).
b. The Lord pleads with every person to come to Him (Matt. 

11:28-30).
3. But only a small remnant will choose to obey Him and remain 

faithful unto death.
4. WHAT CHOICE HAVE YOU MADE?
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Law Of Moses Written On Stone
The Law Of Christ Written On 

The Heart
2 Cor. 3

Clifford Dixon

1. Paul was defending his apostleship in the 2nd Corinthian letter.
He had been discredited by Judaizing teachers going to all the 
congregations he had established and telling them that he was 
not a genuine apostle because he preached that we are not 
under the law of Moses but under the Law of Christ which is the 
Gospel of the New Testament.

2. He shows in verse 3 that he did not need letters of recommen
dation to them or from them but that they were the letters of 
Christ. They had been converted to Christ and were living 
examples of the Gospel.
a. Paul had begotten them by the Gospel (1 Cor. 4:15).
b. He had preached Christ crucified to them (1 Cor. 2:2).
c. The record of this is in Acts 18:1-8.
d. They had been changed intellectually, emotionally, purpose

fully, and answered in a good conscience in believing and 
being baptized (1 Peter 3:21). In other words, the Gospel had 
been written in their hearts by the preaching and acceptation 
of the Gospel.

e. As such, they were the epistles of Christ.
3. Paul and the other apostles received their sufficiency of God 

according to verse 5.
a. 1 Cor. 2:8-14 shows they were inspired of the Holy Spirit and 

so preached and wrote an inspired Gospel.
4. They were able ministers of the New Testament (v.6) which is 

called “spirit” which he contrasted with “letter” which is the Law 
of Moses.
a. This contrast of that which was written on stones vs. that 

which was written in the heart is shown throughout the rest 
of the chapter.

DISCUSSION:
I. THE LETTER KILLS WHILE THE SPIRIT GIVES LIFE

(v.6).
A. The letter kills by showing a person he is a sinner then no 

forgiveness. “Fori was alive without the law once: but when 
the commandment came, sin revived, and I  died. ”(Rom. 7:9)

B. The spirit gives life (Rom. 3:21-28).
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II. THE LETTER IS THE MINISTRATION OF DEATH, THE
SPIRIT THE MINISTRATION OF LIFE.
A. Rom. 7:10,11, It was sin taking occasion by the command

ment that brings death.
B. Only Jesus Christ can deliver from the body of this death. 

Rom. 7:24,25
C. The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus makes free from 

the law of sin and death. Rom. 8:2

III. THE LAW WAS WRITTEN ON STONES, BUT THE
GOSPEL MUST BE WRITTEN IN THE HEART.
A. Moses was given the law written with the forger of God on 

tables of stone which he broke when he saw the children of 
Israel were worshiping a golden calf (Exodus 32). God told 
him to prepare two more tables of stone and God again gave 
him the law. (Exodus 34)

B. While the Gospel has been written on parchments, papyrus, 
and paper and passed down to us through the years, yet it 
is not effective unless it enters into the heart and con
version takes place.
1. Emphasis is on teaching in the New Testament (John 

6:44,45; Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47; Acts 2).
2. Emphasis is on hearing in the New Testament (Luke 

8:418; John 6:44,45; Mark 4:24; Rev. 2,3).
3. Emphasis is on believing in the New Testament (Rom. 

10:13-17).
4. Emphasis is on obeying the Gospel we have heard 

preached or taught (Rom. 10:16; 1 Peter 4:17; 2 Thess. 
1:7-9). This will result in a new birth (John 3:3-5; Acts 
18:8).

IV. THE GIVING OF THE LAW WAS GLORIOUS BUT 
THE GOSPEL EXCEEDS IN GLORY.
A. When the law was given, the mountain quaked, there was 

thunder, there was the trumpet sounds, there was the voice 
of God in giving the commandments. It was such that Moses 
exceedingly feared and quaked — and all the people. (Heb. 
12:18-21) '

B. The Gospel is more glorious in its effects and also when it 
was given. Consider the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 
17:1-5). Consider the resurrection of Jesus (Matt. 28; Mark 
16). Consider the appearances and Ascension of Jesus. 
Consider the mighty rushing wind and cloven tongues on 
Pentecost day (Acts 2:1-12). Consider the great miracles of 
the apostles by which they confirmed the word.
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V. THE LAW WAS READ BY MOSES WITH A VAIL OVER 
HIS FACE BUT THE GOSPEL IS ACCEPTED WITH 
OPEN FACES.
A. The vail became a figure for prejudiced minds, and not 

understanding the purpose of the law which was to bring 
people to Christ. Jesus said to the Jews, “Search the 
scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they 
are they which testify o f me. ” (John 5:39)

B. The Gospel is freely preached and freely accepted (Rom. 
10:13-17).

VI. THE LAW BROUGHT BONDAGE, BUT THE GOSPEL
BRINGS LIBERTY.
A. Rom. 7:23,24; Rom. 8:1-4

VII. THE LAW SHOWS THE SINFULNESS OF SIN (Rom. 7:13)
BUT LEAVES ONE IN SINS WHILE PEOPLE LOOK 
INTO THE GOSPEL WITH OPEN FACES AND ARE 
CHANGED TO THE IMAGE OF CHRIST (1 P eter 2:21).

CONCLUSION:
1. The tremendous change brought about by the Gospel in the lives 

of people is astounding! Be sure to preach it. Be sure to accept 
it. Be sure to obey it.

Church In The Wilderness 
Church In The World

Paul Curless

1. What a great theme for this lectureship, “TYPES AND 
ANTITYPES.”

2. It is a wonderful privilege for me to be invited to speak on this 
eleventh “Labourers Together With God” lectureship. Betty and 
I are elated to be here at the “Northwest Florida School of 
Biblical Studies.” This is the only school of preaching which we 
highly recommend in our brotherhood.

3. I researched the word “type” in Merriam Webster’s Collegiate 
Dictionary (Tenth Edition) and found this definition:
a. “A person or thing (as in the Old Testament) believed to 

foreshadow another (as in the New Testament).”
4. Paul uses the wilderness wondering as an admonition to the 

faithful. “Now all these things happened unto them for
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ensamples (by way of example, A.S.V.): and they are written for 
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come” 
(1 Cor. 10:11).
a. Romans 15:4 informs us that the Old Testament was written 

for our learning.
b. One can learn many principles of how God dealt with the 

Israelite nation when they sinned; which will help those 
living under the New Testament to avoid those same 
mistakes.

5. Let us proceed in looking at the church in the wilderness — the 
church in the world.
a. Remember, Israel’s wilderness wandering is typical of the 

Christian’s experiences in the church.
b. Let us center our mind’s eye on the many struggles the 

Israelites had in the wilderness because of disbelief and 
struggles we have in the Lord’s church because of sin.

DISCUSSION:
I. THE CHURCH IN THE WILDERNESS — THE

CHURCH IN THE WORLD.
A. Both types require an entrance.

1. The passing through the Red Sea is typical of Bible 
baptism.

2. The Red Sea was the dividing line between Egypt and 
deliverance (Exodus 14:13-22).
a. “But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in 

the midst o f the sea; and the waters were a wall unto 
them on their right hand, and on their left” (Exodus 
14:29).

b. “More over, brethren, I  would not that ye should be 
ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the 
cloud, and all passed through the sea; and were all 
baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea” 
(1 Cor. 10:1-2). Water was the dividing line.

3. Baptism is the dividing line between the world and the 
church (Rom. 6:3-4).

4. The people rejoiced after crossing the Red Sea (Exodus
15); men rejoice today after baptism into Christ (Acts 
8:39).
a. The Israelites were free from bondage.
b. One is freed from past sins when he puts Christ on in 

baptism (Gal. 3:27).

II. BOTH TYPES ARE A PROVING GROUND.
A. Both teach the consequences of sin; which is transgression

of God’s law (1 John 3:4).
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B. After the Canaanite victory, the people spoke against Moses 
and God.

C. Throughout their wanderings, God guided them with a 
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night (Numbers 9:16,18).
1. But they complained about being in the wilderness.
2. They complained about the “light” bread.
3. They complained about not having water (Num. 21:5).

D. Because of their murmuring and complaining, “...God sent 
fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and 
much people o f Israel died” (Numbers 21:6).
1. The people realized they had done wrong; they confessed 

their sin and asked Moses to pray to God to take away 
the serpents.

2. God didn’t take away the serpent, but he instructed 
Moses to make a fiery serpent of brass and set it upon a 
pole and as the people were bitten, when he looked upon 
the brass serpent he would live (Numbers 21:9).

E. The brazen serpent is a type of Christ, “And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:14,15).
1. God didn’t take away the fiery serpents but he made a 

way for them to be healed.
2. Today, God doesn’t remove the temptation to sin; but he 

does make a way for man to be forgiven through the 
blood of Christ (Eph. 1:7).

3. In both cases it was left up to man to obey or disobey.
F. Both Old and New Testaments teach the procedure of sin.

1. Israel first sinned in the “heart” — mind (Heb. 8:10).
2. Then acted (Numbers 21:5-7) and repented.

a. Today, we are tempted when we are drawn away by 
our own lust (James 1:14).
1) Let us not forget lust is that which is forbidden of 

the Christian; it is nothing more than evil desire.
2) Lust causes one to be enticed, that is to be 

aroused to do evil. That is why we need to 
“abstain from all appearances of evil” (1 Thess. 
5:22).

3) When one gives into lust, it brings forth sin and 
sin brings forth death — separation from God. 
Isaiah 59:2, “But your iniquities have separated 
between you and your God and your sins have hid 
his face from you, that he will not hear. ”

b. Thanks to Christ being lifted up on the cross and 
shedding his blood — if we (Christians) confess, 
repent and pray to God we can be spared from death
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— that is separation from God (Acts 8:22; 1 John 
1:7-10).

c. We as God’s children can move forward only as long 
as we trust His promises and obey His will (Heb. 
5:8-9; Matt. 7:21).

G. Both teach the importance of being faithful during struggles 
and difficulties.
1. Israel wandered in the wilderness 40 years (Numbers

14:33) because of unbelief.
2. Our spiritual strength comes from the trying of our faith

(James 1:2-3)
a. Our faith increases because of hardships, not the lack 

of it. We’re made stronger when we overcome hard
ships, etc.

b. “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12).

H. Both teach the peril of fear.
1. God instructed Moses to send one man from each of the 

twelve tribes to search out the land of Canaan (Numbers 
13:1-3).
a. After 40 days of searching, ten of the twelve brought 

an evil report back saying:
1) “All the people that we saw in it are men of a 

great stature” ... “And they saw the giants ... and 
we were in our own sight as grasshoppers” 
(Numbers 13:32,33).

b. They searched out the land for 40 days and God gave 
them one year to wander in the wilderness for each 
day, or 40 years (Numbers 14:34).

2. Caleb and Joshua gave a report worthy of true servants 
of God.
a. “And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, 

Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well 
able to overcome it” (Numbers 13:30).

b. Only Caleb and Joshua were permitted to enter the 
promise land, Canaan.

3. Fear continues causing problems with the faithful today.
a. Fear to name sin and those who practice it (2 Tim. 

4:10,14).
b. Fear of following God’s word pertaining to church 

discipline (2 Thess. 3:6; Rom. 16:17).
c. Fear to teach and follow God’s commands when it 

comes to marriage, divorce, and remarriage (Matt. 
19:9) afraid they might hurt someone’s feelings or 
perhaps a family member is involved.

d. Fear of the majority in the church that is no longer 
abiding in the doctrine of Christ (2 John 9-11).
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e. Fear from those outside the church who know very 
little about the Bible, but have great influence over 
those living in our communities.

f. Brethren, let us fear God and not man (Eccl. 12:13).
1) “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not 

able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is 
able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt. 
10:28).

2) Fear and unbelief kept the Israelites out of the 
Promised Land and fear and unbelief will keep us 
out of heaven (Rev. 21:8).

III. BOTH TYPES GIVE HOPE AND REST IN THE 
DESTINATION.
A. Canaan — the good land beyond the Jordan (Deut. 3:25).

1. God equipped Israel to possess the land. All they needed 
to do was have faith and obey God. Only two did.
a. God provided quail, manna, and water (Exodus

5:13-15; Numbers 11:31).
b. God guided them by a cloud during the day and fire 

by night (Numbers 9:16).
c. Their habitation was the Promised Land — Canaan.

2. God cares for the Christian today (Matt. 6:24-34).
a. Just as the majority of the Israelites fell, so can we

(Heb. 3:12-4:1).
b. God equips His people today and guides us through

His word (Rom. 1:16; 2 Tim. 3:16,17; John 12:48). The 
Israelites were guided with a cloud by day and a 
pillar of fire by night. They didn’t move or stay unless 
directed by God; today we are directed only by God’s 
word and dare not do anything without God’s 
approval (Col. 3:17).

c. The final habitation for the faithful Christian is 
heaven (1 Peter 1:3-4); a prepared place for prepared 
people sustained by God Himself (Rev. 22:4-5).

d. Israel had her prophets of defeat who were always 
saying, “we be not able” (Numbers 13:31). The church 
today is hindered in many places by the same 
ungodly lack of faith and attitude.

IV. LESSONS TO REMEMBER.
A. That the first generation of Israelites outof Egypt were just 

outside the borders of the promised land, yet all but two of 
those adults perished in the wilderness, because of unbelief. 
We too can perish just outside the gates of the kingdom of 
heaven (Matt. 7:21).
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B. As Moses lifted up the brazen serpent in the wilderness, 
even so our Lord was lifted up that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish (John 3:14).

C. God’s people can move forward only as long as they trust 
His promise and obey His will (Matt. 7:21).

D. Without bread from heaven (manna), Israel would have 
perished in the wilderness, without the “true bread of life” 
(Jesus), we would surely perish (John 6:33-35).

E. The moral and spiritual degradation of the Canaanites cost 
them their land; the same corruption will destroy a nation 
today.

F. Israel learned they must trust and obey God and not men 
in the day of crisis.

G. Israel could have made about eleven days of progress and 
have been in their promised land; instead they rebelled and 
paid for it by forty years of wandering.

H. Fear will keep us from enjoying blessings that God has 
intended for us even as it kept Israel out of Canaan (Rev. 
21:8).

I. Disobedience to God causes man to wander about in circles, 
getting nowhere.

J. Israel paid a dear price for her grumbling toward God and 
His appointed leaders. So will we (1 Cor. 10:10; Heb. 
13:7,17).

K. No matter how hard one tries to hide them; our sins will 
find us out (Numbers 32:23).

CONCLUSION:
1. God’s blessings are given only as a result of obedience to His 

will.
2. God always punishes disobedience if it is not repented of.
3. There is no such thing as being close (spiritually speaking) in 

regards to salvation.
a. The Israelites were close to the Promised Land, but because 

of unbelief they disobeyed God and wandered for 40 years.
b. King Agrippa was almost persuaded to become a Christian, 

but to be almost persuaded is to be completely lost (Acts 
26:28; James 2:14-26).

c. Let us ALL obey God and continue walking in the light of His 
word (1 John 1:7-9).
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The Temple 
The Church

Eph. 2:19-22 

Guyton E. Montgomery

1. When one begins studying about temples, they read of many 
different types.
a. There is Solomon’s Temple, Ezekiel’s Temple, Zerubbabel’s 

Temple, and the Temple of Herod.
b. Keep in mind that when we speak of “The Temple” in this 

lesson it is in reference to the Temple of God that was built 
by Solomon.

2. The topic that has been assigned is of utmost importance for:
a. Many try to say that salvation can be obtained outside of the 

church.
b. Others claim the church was an afterthought or a backup 

plan. Foy E. Wallace, Jr. refers to this as that Postponement 
plan (“God’s Prophetic Word,” chapter 5).

3. Through studying the Temple and how it is a type to the church, 
we can see how:
a. We are blessed to have the church built so we can be a part 

of it.
b. That the church is not an afterthought and is part of God’s 

plan for the redemption of man.

DISCUSSION:
I. THE TEMPLE AND CHURCH CHARTED.

A. The Temple and the Church were both charted (prepared) 
by individuals used by God.

B. David prepared the temple.
1. He possessed the desire to build the temple (2 Sam. 7:1

3).
2. God would not allow David to build the Temple for he 

was a man of war (1 Chron. 28:3).
3. God allowed him to prepare the materials for the temple 

(1 Chron. 29:19).
a. The materials that were collected and prepared were 

all the best. The list includes gold, silver, brass, iron, 
precious jewels, stones, and cedar (1 Chron. 22:1-5; 
29:1-9).

b. He also prepared the best craftsmen to build the 
temple (1 Chron. 22:15).
1) This serves as an example to us that we should 

only bring the best to put before the Lord.
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2) The Lord does not want our “left-overs,” instead, 
He will only accept the best service we can 
possibly give.

4. David not only prepared the materials, but also prepared 
the plans given by God in order to give to Solomon 
(1 Chron. 28:11-19).
a. There was a pattern given for each part of the 

Temple that was to be followed.
b. This pattern was given to David by God (1 Chron. 

28:12), much like the pattern to the tabernacle was 
given to Moses (Ex. 26,27).

C. John the Baptizer prepared the church.
1. It was prophesied that one would prepare the way

(Isaiah 40:3-5; Mai. 3:1).
2. This was fulfilled by John the Baptizer (Matt. 3:3).

a. He was preaching, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand” (Matt. 3:2).

b. He was teaching there was one to come that was 
mightier than he was (Matt. 3:11).

II. THE TEMPLE AND CHURCH COMPLETED.
A. The Temple and the Church both have been built.
B. Solomon built the temple.

1. God told David that it was his will for Solomon to be the 
one to build the temple (2 Sam. 7:12,13).

2. Solomon began building the temple during the fourth 
year of his reign, which would be around 967 to 966 BC 
(1 Kings 6:1; 2 Chron. 3:2).

3. Solomon followed the plans God had given for the 
Temple (1 Chron. 28:11-19; 1 Kings 6:2-12).
a. The total interior length of the house was sixty 

cubits.
b. The interior breadth of it was twenty cubits.
c. The interior height for the Holy Place was thirty 

cubits.
d. The interior height of the Holy of Holies was twenty 

cubits.
e. The open porch was ten cubits deep with a length of 

twenty cubits.
f. It took seven years to build the temple (1 Kings 6:38).

C. Christ built the church.
1. Christ is the Chief cornerstone (Eph. 2:18-22)
2. The church belongs to Christ for he is the builder (Matt. 

16:16-19).
3. The church is the body of Christ (Romans 12:4; 1 Cor. 

12:27; Eph. 5:23).
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4. He came to give us a more perfect law of liberty (James 
1.25; Matt. 5:17,18).

III. THE TEMPLE AND CHURCH COMPONENTS.
A. Both the Temple and the Church had components 

(materials) of which they were made.
B. Components of the Temple.

1. Earthly stones and materials.
2. As noted earlier, only the best was used (1 Chron.22:l-5).

C. Components of the church.
1. We are “lively stones" (1 Peter 2:5) that make up the 

church.
2. We as “lively stones” are built upon Christ (Eph. 2:19

22).
3. We are many members in one body (Rom. 12:4).

IV. THE TEMPLE AND CHURCH CONDITIONS.
A. Both the Temple and the Church have conditions which 

have to be met in order to dwell therein.
B. Conditions of the Temple.

1. There were statutes which must be kept (1 Kings 
6:12,13).

2. There were laws concerning offerings to be made 
(2 Chron. 31:3).

C. Conditions of the Church.
1. There are statutes which must be kept (John 14:15).
2. The whole counsel of God must be observed (Acts 20:27).
3. We are to present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 

and acceptable (Rom. 12:1-3).
4. We are to come out from among the world and be 

separate (2 Cor. 6:17)

CONCLUSION:
1. God had a detailed plan for how the Temple was to be built, 

what was to take place in the Temple, and who was to build the 
Temple.

2. God had a detailed plan for how the church was to be built, what 
is to take place in the church, and who was to build the church.

3. Just as in the days of old, as they were obligated to obey and 
follow the pattern, we are to follow the pattern that God has 
given us for the New Testament church.
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Cain
The World

Jude 11

Larry Montgomery

1. Nothing attracts attention like the report of heinous and violent 
crimes.
a. Currently, the world is focused on Scott Peterson who 

allegedly killed his wife and unborn child.
b. And, of course the fame of Jack the Ripper, Son of Sam, the 

Hillside Strangler and Jeffrey Dahmer attests to our interest 
in the dark side of humanity.

2. These, as well as other sinful actions are typified by the first 
such crime against man and God in the example of Cain—the 
first born of the first formed couple created in the image of God 
(Genesis 1:26-27; 4:1).

3. All that we know of Cain can be read in a matter of minutes in 
the following four texts of the Bible (Joshua 15:57 not included 
is reference to a city by the name of Cain.):
a. Gen. 4:1-26, covering Cain’s birth to the first parents of 

humanity as a blessing from God; to his sin against God, man 
and his own family along with his subsequent punishment 
and eventual replacement; and finally the birth of Seth, who 
actually replaced Able, who had died physically, and figura
tively replaced Cain who had died spiritually and was 
separated from his family by shame, disgrace and God’s 
punishment.

b. Heb. 11:4, establishing the fact that Cain’s offering was dis
pleasing to God because he did not offer it by faith.

c. 1 John 3:11-12 showing us why Cain became a murderer.
d. Jude 11, identifying that some have gone after the way of 

Cain, and therefore any may, who are not careful to follow 
the way of God, go likewise in his path.

4. This fourth reference from Jude 11 is the basis for this lesson 
establishing by divine commentary that the conduct of Cain is 
“type” with the sins of the world (humanity) being its “antitype.”

DISCUSSION:
I. AS CAIN WAS ORIGINALLY A BLESSING FROM GOD, 

SO WAS THE WORLD.
A. Children are a blessing from God (Psalm 127:3-5) which 

Adam and Eve recognized in Cain (Gen. 4:1).
B. The world (all of creation) as well as the world (humanity) 

originates from God in a state of goodness (Gen. 1:31; Matt.
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18:3); but, by the work of Satin enticing man to sin, both 
become corrupted.
1. God is the creator and giver of only good gifts (James 

1:17).
2. Satan is the source of all evil (John 8:44; Mark 7:20-23; 

Acts 5:3; John 13:2).

II. AS CAIN’S  DOWNFALL BEGAN WITH FAITHLESS 
ACTION, SO DOES THE WORLD’S.
A. Men have often considered, discussed, and finally 

speculated on the particular detail of what was wrong with 
Cain’s sacrifice and what was right with Abel’s.
1. Many have reasoned that Abel’s sacrifice was respected 

because it was a blood sacrifice while Cain’s was 
bloodless in view of the Biblical connection of blood with 
the forgiveness of sin (Heb. 9:22).

2. Others have reasoned from the Genesis account that 
Abel’s sacrifice was pleasing because it was of greater 
value than Cain’s.

3. I believe we are only certain of the decisive difference 
when we hold to the divine statement that Abel’s was 
offered by faith while Cain’s, by implication, was 
faithless (Heb. 11:4).

B. The world also displeases God by acting apart from faith
(Rom. 14:23).
1. In the Bible, we are given all the instruction needed to 

guide us in thought, word, and action to do right and 
please God—i.e. enable faithful living (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 
2 Peter 1:3-4; Psalm 119:11; Rom. 10:17).
a. This guidance includes laws relative to intrinsically 

moral issues (e.g. murder, stealing, adultery etc.).
b. This guidance also includes arbitrary (that is not 

intrinsically right or wrong in themselves but right or 
wrong because they do come from God) laws from 
God particularly relative to our religious worship and 
service.

c. In Cain, we have typified faithless action first with 
regards to the arbitrary law regarding what is right 
in sacrifice and then by violation of moral law in 
committing murder.

2. The world, as antitype of Cain violates all manner of
God’s arbitrary law regarding worship and service (e.g. 
innovations in worship, church organization, doctrinal 
error, etc.).

3. Likewise, the world is antitype of Cain’s conduct in 
violation of moral law (e.g. envy, strife, hatred and 
murder).
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III. WHEN CAIN ACTED FAITHLESSLY, HE BLAMED
GOD AND THE FAITHFUL, EVEN SO THE WORLD.
A. While there is no record of a word from Cain following his 

sacrifice and the first words spoken to him by God, it is 
evident from what God says that Cain must have blamed 
God.
1. “Why art thou wroth”(Gen. 4:6)? Anger usually has an 

object, and obviously Cain’s was not himself. He must 
have been angry with God.

2. “Why hath thy countenance fallen” (Gen. 4:6)? We can 
almost hear Cain say as he pouts, “Well, I don’t  see how 
Abel’s sacrifice is any better than mine, after all I am a 
farmer while he is a shepherd.”

3. “I f  thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted...” (Gen. 
4:7)? “And if thou doest not well, sin lieth a t the door.” 
God is saying He is pleased with well doing no matter 
who it comes from, but that anyone not doing well has 
sin and its consequences come home to him. Doesn’t  this 
imply that Cain was blaming God with partiality? Yet, 
God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34).

B. Today, men continue to blame God when their actions do 
not correspond to His will (i.e. they act faithlessly).
1. “If your God condemns anyone who uses instruments of 

music in worship, then I wouldn’t  want to serve him. 
Some people are very talented and sincere in their use of 
them. They are an inspiration to me.”

2. “I can’t believe God would eternally punish someone for 
not being baptized.”

3. Such statements are backhanded ways of blaming God 
for one’s own faithless action.

C. After blaming God to no reasonable avail, Cain took his case 
to Abel.
1. “And Cain talked with Abel his brother” (Gen. 4:8a). 

Wouldn’t  you like to have heard that conversation?
2. “And it came to pass, when they were in the field, that 

Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him ” 
(Gen. 4:8b). When talk didn’t satisfy, Cain found 
opportunity to kill his brother in cold blood.

D. The world often blames the Christian when indicted by its 
own faithlessness. How often has the church and its 
individual members been criticized out of prejudice?
1. “You know those Church of Christ people think they are 

the only one’s that will be saved.”
2. I recently talked with a lady who had left the church and 

she blamed its members.
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IV. IN CAIN, ENVY AND JEALOUSY DISPLACED LOVE 
AS IT DOES IN EVERY PERSON (THE WORLD) WHOSE 
HEART IT ENTERS.
A. Cain’s murder of Abel began with murder in the heart (cf. 

Matt. 5:21-22) when envy and jealousy bred hatred (1 John 
3:11-12).

B. This is the way of the devil (John 8:44).
C. And, in this way, Cain typifies the world (James 4:1-10).

V. CAIN UNDERESTIMATED THE CONSEQUENCE OF
SIN AND PERHAPS THIS IS THE GREATEST MISTAKE 
THE WORLD MAKES IN FOLLOWING IN HIS WAY.
A. Hear Cain’s pitiful cry to God when the failure of the blame 

game was realized—“My punishment is greater than I can 
bear” (Gen. 4:13).
1. How he must have wished he had realized before the 

consequence of faithless action toward God.
2. Certainly, he and Abel had heard many times from his 

parents own mouth the agonizing and painful accounting 
of the loss they had suffered from faithless action toward 
God!

B. Yet, today the world pays no heed.
1. And, the world has not only the accounts concerning this 

first family of faithlessness but also every Biblical record 
of faithless men seeing the wrath of God and the 
execution of His justice.

2. Add to that the “great cloud of witness” that we have 
from the faithful hall of fame in Hebrews 11, and we 
must be amazed at the world’s folly.

3. For the world, following the way of Cain, continues to try 
and make God conform to its ways rather than faithfully 
responding to God.

CONCLUSION:
1. We have examined the way in which Cain typifies the world.

a. Until now, we have probably thought primarily of the world 
outside of the church and thus, outside of Christ. (And to an 
extent, rightly so!)

b. But, we must make one more very important observation 
about this type/antitype combo.

2. The original context of Cain’s actions and the grave warning and 
purpose of Jude’s writing demand that everyone in Christ take 
care in self examination, lest we too be found having “gone in 
the way of Cain.”
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Isaac
Christ

Kenneth Burleson

1. The promise made to Abraham. Gen. 12:13
a. “And I will make of thee a great nation.” v.2
b. “and I will bless thee.” v.2
c. “and make thy name great and thou shalt be a blessing.” v.2
d. “And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 

curseth thee:” v.3
e. “and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” v.3

2. “I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth.” Gen. 13:16
a. “So that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall 

thy seed also numbered.”
3. This promise was renewed to Isaac. Gen. 26:3,4, because

Abraham obeyed my voice 26:5.
4. This promise was renewed to Jacob. Gen. 28:13-15
5. Fulfilled in Christ. Gal. 3

a. “...In thee shall all nations be blessed.” v.8
b. That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles 

through Jesus Christ, v.14
c. “Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He 

saith not, and to seeds as of many; but as of one, And to thy 
seed, which is Christ.” v.16

d. “wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of 
transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the 
promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand 
of a mediator.” v.19

DISCUSSION:
I. THE PROMISED BIRTHS OF ISAAC AND CHRIST.

A. Isaac.
1. God promised Abram that he would have many 

descendants. Gen. 12:1-3; 7:13,15,16
2. Abram had no seed so he said, “...lo, one bom in my 

house is mine heir” Gen. 15:3
a. The Lord said, “...this shall not be thine heir” Gen. 

15:4
b. “But he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels 

shall be thine heir.” Gen. 15:4
3. Abram’s wife, Sarai, had not born him children. Gen. 

16:1
a. She gave her handmaid, Hagar, to be Abram’s wife. 

Gen. 16:2,3
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b. Abram went in unto Hagar and she conceived. Gen. 
16:4

c. The angel of the Lord told Hagar that she would 
bear a son and that she was to call his name Ishmael.

d. Abram was eighty six years old when Ishmael was 
born. Gen 16:16

4. God changed Abram’s name to Abraham and Sarai’s to
Sarah.
a. Abraham would be a father of nations
b. Sarah would be a mother of nations.

5. Abraham laughed. Gen. 17:17
6. “And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live 

before thee!” Gen. 17:18
7. God said, “Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son....” Gen.

17:19
a. His name shall be Isaac.
b. “...I will establish my covenant with him for an ever

lasting covenant, and with his seed after him.” Gen. 
17:19

c. God blessed Ishamel, made him fruitful and mul
tiplied him exceedingly. Gen. 17:20

d. God said, “But my covenant will I establish with 
Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set 
time in the next year.” Gen. 17:21

8. Christ.
a. To be born of the seed of woman. Gen. 3:15
b. A woman shall compass a man. Jer. 31:22
c. To be born of a virgin. Isa. 7:14
d. To be born in the city of Bethlehem. Micah 5:2
e. The promise of the virgin birth renewed to Joseph. 

Matt. 1: 18-25
f. The angel Gabriel was sent to Nazareth to a virgin, 

the virgin’s name was Mary. Luke 1:26-38
g. Mary told Elisabeth. Luke 1:39-42
h. Christ, the only begotten son of God. John 3:16

II. THE BIRTHS OF ISAAC AND CHRIST WERE BY THE 
POWER OF GOD.
A. Isaac.

1. Sarah said, “After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, 
my Lord also being old.” Gen. 18:12

2. “Is anything too hard for the Lord?” Gen. 18:14
3. Sarah conceived and bare a son. Gen. 21:1-3

B. Christ.
1. Jesus was born in Bethlehem of the virgin Mary. Matt.

1:25; 2:5 '
2. She brought forth her firstborn son. Luke 2:1-7
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III. ISAAC AND CHRIST WERE SACRIFICES.
A. Isaac

1. God told Abraham to offer Isaac. Gen. 22:2
2. Abraham obeyed the command. Gen. 22:3-13
3. Isaac, evidently, was a willing sacrifice. He must have 

been near twenty years of age and Abraham near one 
hundred and twenty.

B. Christ.
1. God the Father gave His only begotten Son. John 3:16
2. Christ was a willing sacrifice. John 10:17,18; Rom. 5:8; 

Matt. 20:28
3. He gave His life. Matt. 27

CONCLUSION:
1. As we study “types and antitypes,” we come to a better under

standing of the relationship between the Old and New 
Testaments.

2. The types of the Old Testament are shadows of the real things 
of the New Testament. Heb. 10:1

The Ox That Treadeth Out The 
Com Was Not Muzzled 

The Preacher Of The Gospel 
Should Live Of The Gospel

Terry Joe Kee

1. The first mention of this principle is found in Deuteronomy 25:4.
2. This principle is used twice in the New Testament.

a. First it is used of the preacher. 1 Cor. 9:1-14
b. It is also used of an elder. 1 Tim. 5:18

3. We should be careful not to make a passage say more than is 
intended by the author.
a. Do not try to over-analyze a passage. Do not try to make an 

ox’s four feet mean something; his horns being straight 
rather than crooked have some significance; his tail, his hairy 
body, the need to use an ox-goad to prod him, etc. mean 
something.

b. Take and learn the lesson the Lord is seeking to reveal and 
do not go beyond what the Lord is saying.
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c. Commonly, types and antitypes, parables, proverbs, similes, 
metaphors, and other figures of speech are used to reveal one 
particular truth.

4. Neither should we be guilty of holding back the truth which is 
intended by the Lord.

DISCUSSION:
I. THE OX.

A. Oxen are mentioned often in the Scriptures.
1. First mentioned during the days of Abraham.

Gen. 12:16; 20:14; 21:27
2. They are mentioned as possessions one should not covet 

in the Ten Commandments. Exodus 20:17
a. Also mentioned as possessions for which their owners 

were responsible. Exodus 21:28-36; 22:1,4,9,10,30; 
23:4

3. These were beasts of burden. 2 Sam. 6:6
4. They were used for plowing the ground. Job 1:14; Luke

14:19
5. They were not to be eaten. Lev. 7:23
6. They were used in certain sacrifices. Deut. 18:3
7. They were not to be joined together in their work with 

an ass. Deut. 22:10
8. The penalty for killing an ox was the same as that of 

killing a man. Isa. 66:3
9. As much as God cares for the ox, he is pleased more with 

worship and praise from a pure heart. Psa. 69:31
B. However, with all we may be able to learn about oxen, our 

lesson must center itself upon what is intended by the 
author. We will look at three passages:
1. Deut. 25:4, “Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he 

treadeth out the corn. ”
2. 1 Cor 9:9, “For it is written in the law o f Moses, Thou 

shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the 
corn. Doth God take care for oxen?”

3. 1 Tim 5:17-18, “Let the elders that rule well be counted 
worthy o f double honour, especially they who labour in 
the word and doctrine. For the scripture saith, Thou 
shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, 
The labourer is worthy of his reward.”

II. THE OX THAT TREADETH OUT THE CORN. Deut. 25:4
A. Oxen were of great value because they were reliable beasts

of burden and capable, able workers.
1. The oxen were possessed and cared for because of their

value as workers.
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2. Their value was so great that if an owner were to lose his 
ox because of the actions of a neighbor he was to restore 
the ox. Ex. 21:36

3. If one stole an ox he must restore it five-fold. Ex. 22:1
4. Oxen were of great value in preparing fields, planting 

the seed, gathering the harvest, and even treading out 
the corn after the harvest.

B. The ox deserved to eat some of the corn.
1. The corn may have referred to either barley, wheat, com, 

or any of the grains grown by the children of Israel.
2. The corn was the valuable harvest for which the farmer 

had worked so hard and longed to see harvested and 
brought into the bam.

3. The com was needed in order for the farmer and his 
family to live.

4. An ox which was not allowed to eat of the com which he 
worked to tread out would become weak and unable to 
continue his labors.

5. A valuable laborer is worthy of eating from the com 
which he has worked to harvest.

C. The threshing is the expected labor of the ox.
1. An ox is of value when he is working.
2. What value is an ox who will not plow, pull the burden, 

or thresh the corn?
3. The ox is only deserving of eating the corn when he is 

willing to expend his energy to tread out the com.

III. THE PREACHER THAT PREACHES THE GOSPEL.
1 Cor. 9:1-14
A. The preacher is a worker.

1. Paul said “are not ye my work in the Lord?” 1 Cor. 9:1
2. Paul had come into the city and worked.

a. He had labored as a tentmaker to provide for his 
needs. Acts 18:1-3

b. He had labored as a preacher of the Gospel. Acts 
18:4-6

c. For a year and a half he worked teaching the Word 
among them. Acts 18:11

d. Even in the midst of opposition he continued to work. 
Acts 18:12fT

B. The preacher deserved to eat of the harvest he had 
gathered.
1. Paul said that if others had the power surely he did. 

1 Cor. 9:2
2. Paul had the right to eat and drink of the Gospel. 1 Cor. 

9:4
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3. Even his family had the right to be taken care of by the 
Gospel which he preached and the labors of his hands.
1 Cor. 9:5

4. Paul gives examples of this principle.
a. A soldier going to war does not pay his own way. 

1 Cor. 9:7
b. A planter of a vineyard has the right to eat of the 

fruit. 1 Cor. 9:7
c. One who cares for his flocks and herds has the right 

to eat of the flocks and herds. 1 Cor. 9:7
5. Paul said that even the law of Moses taught this. This is 

therefore a principle set forth by God from the 
beginning. 1 Cor. 9:8,9

6. Those who are plowing, plow in hope — a desire and 
expectation of a harvest.

7. A preacher who sows the spiritual seed of the kingdom 
is deserving of the physical needs of a man and his 
family.

8. The conclusion is that they who preach the Gospel 
should live of the gospel. 1 Cor. 9:14

C. A preacher is only deserving of eating when he has been 
working, cf. 2 Thess. 3:10
1. The work of a preacher is more than preparing and 

preaching a sermon on Sunday morning and Sunday 
night.

2. A preacher who is not laboring diligently in the kingdom 
does not deserve to eat of the Gospel.

3. Two extremes ought to be avoided — supporting a 
preacher who does not work and not supporting a 
preacher who does.

4. Some diligent laborers have been forced from the fields 
because they were being starved and could not continue 
their labors when they were so faint.

5. Others have become nothing more than leeches upon the 
body of Christ, only concerned with getting all they can 
from the saints, while not working in the vineyard.
2 Peter 2:3

6. Those who are paid at the end of the day are not those 
who go into the vineyard, but those who labor in the 
vineyard. Matt. 20:1-16

D. Three simple things are being taught in this passage:
1. The preacher is a worker.
2. The preacher who works is deserving of the needs and 

necessities of life.
3. The preacher who is to be fed from his labors, must be 

doing the work of an evangelist.



44 11th Annual “LABOURERS TOGETHER WITH OOP* Lectures

IV. THE ELDER WHO LABORS IN WORD AND DOCTRINE. 
1 Tim. 5:17,18
A. An elder is a laborer.

1. Every elder must be a worker.
2. Paul speaks of those who desire the work of a bishop. 

1 Tim. 3:1
3. Elders who only sit in offices and make decisions on how 

to spend the money from the treasury are not worthy of 
being elders, much less should they be receiving support 
from the harvest.

4. So much is said in the Scriptures of the work of an elder, 
and yet it seems so little is commonly understood by 
those who serve as elders.

B. An elder who is faithfully laboring in “word and doctrine” 
deserves to eat of the Gospel. 1 Tim. 5:18
1. Elders who do this are deserving of “double honor.®” 

This means they are deserving of the honor and respect 
afforded to elders who are faithfully watching for the 
souls of the church and also for faithfully preaching and 
teaching the Gospel of Christ.

2. Elders who are faithfully laboring in the fields, tending, 
feeding, caring for needs, being pastors, bishops and 
overseers are worthy of pay.

C. An elder who is not working is not an elder.
1. Being selected by the church to be an elder may be an 

honor, but one who is not qualified or who will not do the 
work of an elder is not an elder no matter who calls him 
one.

2. To be an elder, one must be willing to give himself to the 
work of tending, feeding, nurturing, praying, teaching, 
guarding, and even dying for the church.

3. Such a one is deserving of receiving support for his 
labors in the Lord.

CONCLUSION:
1. Oxen, preachers, and elders all deserve to live from their labors 

and enjoy the blessings of their work.
2. May the church always have men who are able, faithful workers 

in the vineyard of the Lord and worthy of living of the Gospel.
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Elijah
John The Baptist

Windell R. Fikes

1. Elijah
a. Elijah, the type.
b. “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great 

and terrible day of Jehovah come.” (Malachi 4:5, ASV)
2. John the Baptist

a. John the Baptist, the antitype.
b. Matt. 11:7,8,13-15, ASV)

DISCUSSION:
I. ELIJAH, THE TISHBITE, THE TYPE.

A. Elijah, the Old Testament prophet
1. 1 Kings 16 — King Ahab’s wicked reign
2. 1 Kings 17 — Elijah, Ahab, the Widow of Zarephath
3. 1 Kings 18 — Elijah, Ahab, false gods Baal & Ashtoreth
4. 1 Kings 19 — Jezebel’s threats; Elijah meets Elisha
5. 1 Kings 21 —Naboth; judgments against Ahab & Jezebel
6. 2 Kings 1 — Elijah calls down fire from heaven
7. 2 Kings 2 — Elijah taken up into heaven by fiery chariot
8. Additional references: 2 Kings 3:11; 9:36; 10:10,17; 

2 Chron. 21:12; Ezra 10:21; Malachi 4:5
B. Elias (KJV translation of the New Testament) is the Greek 

form of the name Elijah (Lockyer 99).
C. New Testament references to Elijah. Matt. 11:14; 27:47;

Mark 15:35-36; Luke 4:25-26; 9:8,19; John 1:21,25; Rom. 
11:2; James 5:17-18

D. Elijah’s Biographical Information
1. From the land of Gilead, East of the Jordan River in the 

inheritance of Gad (Joshua 13:24-28).
2. Once, Elijah lived in the wilderness and caves, fleeing 

Jezebel (1 Kings 19:3-9).
3. Often hungered and survived on meager food (1 Kings 

17:1-10, 19:5-8)
4. Wore a hairy garment (mantle) and a leather girdle 

about his loins (1 Kings 19:13; 2 Kings 1:8, 2:8; Zech. 
13:4; Matt. 3:4; Heb. 11:37-38)

E. Elijah, the man
1. Bold and fearless (1 Kings 18:15)
2. Courageous

a. Rebuked king Ahab (1 Kings 21:17-21)
b. Rebuked king Ahaziah (2 Kings 1:15-18)
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3. Performed miracles
a. Raised the widow of Zarephath’s son from the dead 

(1 Kings 17:8-23)
b. Called fire down from heaven (1 Kings 18:17-40)
c. Divided the waters of the Jordan river (2 Kings 2:6-8)

4. Prayed fervently (1 Kings 17:20-22; 18:36-38; James 
5:17-18)

5. Became discouraged (1 Kings 19:4)
6. Fallible in judgment (1 Kings 19:14,18)

F. Elijah’s Message
1. Ahab troubles Israel (1 Kings 18:16-19)

a. You trouble Israel.
b. Your father’s house troubled Israel.
c. You have forsaken the Lord’s commandments.
d. You have followed the false prophets of Baal and 

Ashtoreth (Judges 2:13; 10:6; 1 Kings 11:33).
2. “How long go ye limping between the two sides?” 

(1 Kings 18:21 ASV)
a. If Jehovah be God follow Him
b. If Baal, follow him
c. You must choose (1 Kings 18:20-40)

3. Elijah was persecuted because he preached the Truth 
and lived a righteous life (1 Kings 18:14,18-19; 19:1-3).

4. A wicked woman, Jezebel, tried to destroy Elijah 
(1 Kings 19:1-2).

5. Elijah honored, he did not die, “...Elijah went up by a 
whirlwind into heaven” (2 Kings 2:11 ASV)

G. Elijah, the rugged, bold, courageous Old Testament 
prophet, fearlessly rebuked the sins of kings in high places 
and Israel’s idolatry, wickedness and transgressions. He 
challenged men to choose the true God and serve Him. He 
fled for his life from wicked Jezebel. He was the type, i.e. “a 
symbol of something in the future, as an Old Testament 
event prefiguring a New Testament event” (Webster, 1411) 
of John the Baptist, a prophet and harbinger of The Christ, 
who was to come, revealed in the New Testament.

II. JOHN THE BAPTIST, ANTITYPE OF ELIJAH.
A. John the Baptist, Elijah to come.

1. John was prophesied as that voice crying in the wilder
ness (Isaiah 40:3; Matt. 3:1-3).

2. “...he shall be called John” (Luke 1:60,13,63 ASV).
3. He will “prepare” the way of the Lord, the coming Christ 

(Matt. 3:3 KJV) “Make ready” the way of the Lord (Matt. 
3:3 ASV).
a. “...He shall go before him in the spirit and power of 

Elias...” (Luke 1:17 KJV).
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b. John would be the “harbinger” “forerunner” (one that 
announces or foreshadows the approach of someone... 
a person sent in advance... (Webster).

4. John would be designated as “the Baptizer” (lit. “the 
immerser”) (Mark 6:14,24 ASV) because he baptized.

5. He was also called “John the Baptist” (Matt. 3:1; 11:11;
14:8; Luke 7:33).

6. Jesus identified John the Baptist as the Elijah to come
(Matt. 11:14).

B. John the Baptizer, the man.
1. Parents were Zacharias and Elisabeth (Luke 1:5-24)
2. John and Jesus were relatives.

a. Elisabeth, John’s mother and Mary the mother of 
Jesus were kinswomen (Luke 1:36 ASV).

b. The King James Version translates “kinswoman” as 
“cousin” (Luke 1:36 KJV). Perhaps a better transla
tion would be “relative.” The fact is, we do not know 
how closely John and Jesus were related.

3. John preached in the wilderness of Judea (Matt. 3:1;
Mark 1:4-5; Luke 3:2-9).

4. His clothing was camel’s hair, girdle of skin (leather) 
about his loins (Mark 1:6).

5. John ate locust and wild honey (Matt. 3:4; Mark 1:6).
C. John’s Message (Matt. 3:1-12; Mark 1:1-8; Luke 3:3-17; 

John 1:19-34)
1. “Make ready the way of the Lord” (Isaiah 40:3; Matt. 3:3;

Mark 1:3; Luke 1:17, 3:4; John 1:23).
2. Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand (Matt. 3:2;

Mark 6:12).
3. Baptism of repentance unto the remission of sins (Mark

1:4)
4. Warning to those who will not repent (Matt. 3:7-12; Luke

3:7-9, 16-17)
5. John the Baptizer rebukes Herod for his adultery, “...it 

is not lawful for thee to have thy brother’s wife” (Mark 
6:18 ASV).
a. “For John kept telling Herod, It isn’t right for you to 

have your brother’s wife.” (Henderiksen 235)
b. But the Bible says that he had “married” her, yet 

John declared that it was not “lawful.” And the force 
of the Greek verbal in that passage [a present tense 
form] is this: “it keeps on being not lawful for you to 
be married to her.” Now there’s an example of where 
“marriage” is used in a cultural, social situation, but 
it was not a “marriage” that had Heaven’s approval. 
(Jackson 27)
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6. A wicked woman, Herodias, demands John’s head (Matt. 
14:3-12; Mark 6:17-29).

7. John was persecuted and killed for preaching the truth 
(Mark 6:14-29; Luke 3:18-20).
a. Herod put John in prison (v.17).
b. Herodias, Herod’s wife, desired to kill John (v.19).
c. Herod feared John knowing he was righteous and a 

holy man (v.20).
d. “...the king [Herod] sent forth a soldier (executioner 

KJV) of his guard, and commanded to bring his head: 
and he went and beheaded him in the prison, and 
brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the 
damsel...” (Mark 6:27-28 ASV).

e. Jesus honors John. “...Among them that are bom of 
women there hath not arisen a greater than John the 
Baptist...” (Matt. 11:11 ASV).

CONCLUSION:
1. The Old Testament prophet Elijah was the type of John the 

Baptist.
a. His food and dress was simple and rugged, conductive to his 

surroundings.
b. He was fearless, courageous, confrontational and loyal to 

God.
c. His message to kings and Israel was to turn from idolatry 

and wickedness and return to God.
d. When his message from God was delivered and his work was 

done, God took him up into heaven. Elijah did not die!
2. John the Baptizer was the antitype of the prophet Elijah.

a. John’s food was locusts and wild honey.
b. He wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather girdle.
c. John the Baptist demonstrated courage and condemned 

Herod’s adulterous conduct, without fear for his life.
d. John’s message was, “...repent...ye offspring of vipers. ..make 

ready the way of the Lord...even now the axe lieth at the root 
of the trees...” the Lord is holding His fan (winnowing shovel) 
in His hand. The pruning and burning is ready if no fruit is 
produced. Therefore, bring forth good fruit worthy of your 
repentance.

e. John was killed by Herod for his testimony of the Truth.
f. John is in Paradise and will be united with Elijah and all the 

righteous in heaven at that great Day of the Lord.
g. No man ever lived, who was greater than John the Baptist.
h. Remember the words of Jesus who said, “...there hath not 

arisen a greater than John the Baptist...”
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Solomon
Christ
Randy Kea

1. In studying human history, it is clear that Solomon has had few 
equals.

2. Few have risen so high, only to then drop so low.
3. In this study we will introduce Solomon and then compare and 

contrast him with Jesus.

DISCUSSION:
I. A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE LIFE OF SOLOMON 

(1 K ings 1-11; 1 Chron. 28-2 Chron 9).
A. His birth and early life:

1. He was the second child of David and Bathsheba (2 Sam.
12:24).

2. He was the 10th son born to David.
3. He was born in Jerusalem about 1,000 B.C.

a. The name “Solomon” means “peaceful.”
b. The prophet Nathan gave him a second name — 

“Jedidiah” which means “beloved of the Lord” (2 Sam. 
12:24-25).

B. God decrees Solomon to be King:
1. Read carefully 1 Chron 28:2-10.
2. Another son of David, Adonijah, tried to usurp the 

throne but David stopped this attempt. 1 Kings 1
3. Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anointed

Solomon king over Israel. 1 Kings 1:33-39
C. God appears to Solomon. 1 Kings 3:5-15
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1. God said to Solomon, “Ask what I shall give thee.”
2. Solomon’s response was very pleasing to God.
3. Solomon, in recognizing his own inadequacy, asked God 

for “an understanding heart to judge thy people.”
D. Solomon builds and dedicates the temple. 1 Kings 5:1-9:28

1. Because David was a man of war, God did not allow him 
to build the temple. 1 Chron. 28:3

2. This was left for Solomon to accomplish. 1 Kings 5:1-5
E. Solomon’s fame, wealth, apostasy, and death. IKings 10-11

1. 1 Kings 10:23 says Solomon “exceeded all the kings of 
the earth for riches and for wisdom.”

2. One of the saddest chapters in the Old Testament is 
1 Kings 11 which describes the apostasy of this great 
man.

II. SOLOMON — CHRIST — A COMPARISON AND CON
TRAST.
A. Both Solomon and Christ are sons of David.

1. Solomon — the son of David. 2 Sam. 12:24-25; Matt. 1:6
2. Christ — the son of David. Matt 9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 

20:30-31; 21:9; 22:42; Rom. 1:3; 2 Tim. 2:8
3. Christ is the Son of David and the Lord of David. Matt. 

22:41-46
4. Solomon was only human — Christ is Divine and 

Human in nature.
B. Both Solomon and Christ possessed Divine wisdom.

1. The queen of Sheba said of Solomon’s acts and wisdom 
“the half was not told me” (1 Kings 10:6-7).

2. Jesus said of His nature and infinite wisdom. “The queen 
of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this 
generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the 
uttermost parts o f the earth to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here. ” 
Matt. 12:42

C. Both Solomon and Christ built God’s temple.
1. Solomon built God’s temple in the Old Testament for the 

nation of Israel. 1 Kings 5:1-6:38; 2 Chron. 2:1-7:11
2. Christ built God’s temple (the church) in the New 

Testament for all people. 2 Sam. 7:1-17; Zech. 6:12-13; 
Eph. 2:19-22. Both Solomon and Christ were ordained 
of God to be kings.

D. Solomon
1. Anointed king in 1 Kings 1.
2. Under his reign, Israel enjoyed peace and prosperity and 

the borders of the kingdom of Israel were extended. 
1 Kings 2-10
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3. Solomon ruled with an earthly sceptre over a material 
and geographical kingdom as he sat on the throne of his 
father, David.

E. Christ
1. Crowned King of kings and Lord of lords when He 

ascended into heaven.
2. His kingdom was at hand during His earthly ministry. 

Matt. 3:1-2; 4:17
3. His kingdom was to come with power. Mark 9:1
4. The power came when the Spirit came upon the apostles 

in Acts 2-Acts 1:8; 2:1-4.
5. Christ has been reigning since Acts 2 and He will 

continue His reign until He comes again. 1 Cor. 15:22-28
6. The reign of Christ is spiritual. John 18:36; Rom. 14:17
7. We enter His kingdom when we are bom again. John 

3:3-5; 1 Peter 1:22-25
8. All this was a matter of prophecy. 2 Sam. 7:1-17; Isa. 

9:67; Dan. 2:44; Zech. 6:12-13

CONCLUSION:
1. There are many comparisons and contrasts between Christ and 

Solomon.
2. Unlike Solomon, who went into apostasy, Jesus never deviated 

from God’s will. John 8:29
3. Jesus’ authority today is exercised through His word. Rom. 

1:16; John 12:48; Matt. 28:18-20

Leprosy
Sin

Leviticus 13, 14

Roger A. Scully Jr.

1. Our study for this hour is Leprosy as a type of Sin.
a. Leprosy as a type of sin reveals the terrible nature of sin, and 

how it consumes and destroys.
b. We understand that both make one’s life barren and 

unfruitful, and that both affect the whole person, causing his 
being to become unclean.

2. With this in mind, we look to the book of Leviticus.
a. One writer has described the book of Leviticus as “The code 

regulating the spiritual life of Israel, viewed as the people of 
God.”
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b. As we look to the book, we note that it can be broken into two 
sections, or parts.
1) The first part, consisting of chapters 1-16, tells of how 

Israel was to approach God.
2) The second part, consisting of chapters 17-27, tells of how 

Israel, after having been brought near to God, was to 
remain in, and enjoy fellowship with God.

3) Part one exhibits, in a typical and symbolic form, the idea 
of justification, and part two that of sanctification.

c. We might look to chapter eleven and verse forty-four as the 
theme of the book, as well as, the theme of the Bible.
1) Lev 11:44, “For I  am Jehovah your God: therefore, and be 

ye holy; for I  am holy... ”
2) The idea is that God is set apart and clean; therefore if we 

desire to be close to Him, we must be the same way. We 
must become cleansed and set apart form the world.

3) This is repeated by Peter in 1 Peter 1:13-16 in application 
to the Christian life.

d. So what does all of this discussion about the book of Leviticus 
have to do with leprosy as a type of sin?
1) The book is all about the idea of cleansing, being clean, 

and fellowship with God.
2) On the other hand it is all about those things that are 

unclean that are rejected by God, and should be by His 
people.

3) Leprosy and sin are both unclean things, and both cause 
one to be separated from God.

4) With that in mind we now begin to look at leprosy as a 
type of sin.

3. We understand that types are not types by accident, but are set 
up to be types, or impressions, of things that were to come.
a. They are forms of prophecy, as well as things that shed light, 

and help us to better understand certain things.
b. One such thing is leprosy and sin. By examining the harsh

ness and destructiveness of leprosy, we can better under
stand sin, its consequences, and its end.

4. Why deal with such an unsettling topic as this?
a. Generally speaking, man has lost all sense of understanding 

as to how destructive sin is.
b. More specifically speaking amongst our brethren there is 

often given false hope.
c. Man needs to understand the severity of sin, and the fact that 

sin separates, and causes death.
5. We hope to expose sin by looking at leprosy as its type.
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DISCUSSION:
I. THE CHARACTER OF LEPROSY AND SIN.

A. Disease.
1. Leprosy.

a. Leprosy is described to us in the Bible as a “plague”
(Lev. 13:2).
1) Not only was it a “plague,” but it was also an 

“uncleanness.” We note that the leper would go to 
the priest, not the physician.

2) It is said of Christ that He cleansed lepers — 
Matt. 8:3, “And straightway his leprosy was 
cleansed. ” Compare to Matt. 8:16, “and healed all 
that were sick. ”

b. Leprosy affects the skin, but not only the skin.
1) It also affects the mucous membranes, nerves, 

and joints.
2) One of the earliest symptoms, aside form the 

physical visible symptoms, is anesthesia, which is 
a loss of sensation in a patch of skin. Because of 
its damage to the nerves, some muscles become 
paralyzed.

3) In its affecting of the joints, there are times when 
limbs fall off. It could affect the gums causing 
teeth to fall out, and the pallet making it 
impossible for one to speak. They would commun
icate by making a gargling sound.

c. So we see that having leprosy was a distress to the 
carrier.
1) It was not a pleasant thing.
2) It was something people would not want to have.

2. Sin.
a. Not a disease in the sense that we think of people 

trying to justify alcohol abuse.
1) In this we see the beauty of types and antitypes.
2) They not only show comparisons, but also show 

contrasts.
3) While Leprosy is a disease that in many cases the 

victim had no choice concerning, sin is not that 
way — man can choose not to do it.

b. Sin makes the soul black. Heb. 3:13; Rom. 1:21-32
B. Development.

1. Leprosy.
a. Lev. 13:8,22, it spreads. Lev. 13:4-8
b. It could start out with one spot. Though one spot, still 

unclean (v.2).
c. From the one spot, it would spread and consume the 

whole being of a person.
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2. Sin.
a. Though one spot on the soul—unclean (James 2:10).
b. James 1:14,15; Heb 2:1

1) Doesn’t always start with people just saying, 
“That is it, I am going to do things this way.”

2) It is a progression in most cases.
C. Doom.

1. Leprosy.
a. Brings separation, Lev 13:46.

1) By putting them outside of the camp—removed 
that which was unclean from that which was 
clean.

2) Outside of the camp meant outside of the place of 
divine fellowship.

3) No one desired this, because they became outcast.
b. Brings judgment—pronouncing, Lev. 13:3, 44.

1) A priest would pronounce the judgment that God 
had already made, v.l.

2) There was no appeal made because God had 
already spoken.

c. Brings death.
1) Leprosy is a picture of one dead in his sins.
2) The Hebrews often called one with leprosy a dead 

man that lives.
2. Sin.

a. Brings separation. Refer to C. 1.
1) Isa. 59:1,2; 1 John 1:5-10

b. Brings judgment. 2 Thess. 1:8,9; 2 Cor 5:10
c. Brings death. James 1:15; Rom. 6:23; 1 Tim 5:6

II. THE CONFESSION OF LEPROSY AND SIN.
A. Clothing.

1. Leprosy.
a. Lev. 13:45, Cloths were rent.
b. This was a sign of mourning and sorrowfulness.
c. It would also indicate misery.
d. It was also recognition of the fact that leprosy was 

present.
2. Sin.

a. Matt. 5:4; James 4:9,10
b. Recognition of the fact that sin is present.

B. Covering and Crying.
1. Leprosy.

a. Lev. 13:45
b. The mouth had to be covered.

1) Leprosy was a highly contagious disease.
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2) Not only that, but to show how unclean, the air 
was thought to have been polluted.

c. The leper also had to cry out, or proclaim, “unclean, 
unclean.”
1) This was in recognition of the fact that he was 

unclean, and not to be touched (See Lev. 5:2).
2) Unclean—polluted or defiled. This was shameful.

2. Sin.
a. We do not contact sin by touching a sinful person.
b. However, we do by touching unclean things, in the 

sense of our participation and other actions.
c. Unclean garments that may wrap us in life:

1) Clothes we wear.
2) Books we read.
3) Company we keep.
4) Places we go.
5) Things we listen to and watch.
6) 1 Peter 1:13-16

d. We also think of a sinner.
1) Let us imagine, that if a person who is in sin 

(which makes him unclean) had to announce it.
2) We want to stay away from things like the disease 

of leprosy and also of sin—both make one unclean.

III. THE CLEANSING OF LEPROSY AND SIN.
A. Offering. Lev. 14:4-7

1. Leprosy.
a. One bird is killed over running water.
b. The other bird is dipped in the blood of the dead bird.

1) Dipped is translated from the word “tabal. ”
2) “Tabal” is the Hebrew equivalence of “baptidzo. ”
3) It means to immerse, dip, or plunge.

c. The blood is sprinkled on the leper, and the living 
bird was released.

2. Sin.
a. There is the offering of one on behalf of another. 

2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24; Rom. 5:8-10
b. We must come in contact with the blood of the one 

offered.
B. Sprinkling, Lev. 14:7; Heb. 9:13,14; 1 Peter 1:2
C. Washing, Lev. 14:8

1. Leprosy.
a. Wash his clothes.
b. Bath himself in water.

2. Sin. Titus 3:5; 1 Peter 3:21
D. Pronouncing, Lev. 14:7,8.

1. Leprosy.
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a. After cleansing, he was pronounced clean.
b. He was not clean before he washed.
c. v.8, “To be cleansed.”

2. Sin.
a. After cleansing justified.
b. Acts 8:38,39; Acts 2:41,47; 1 Cor 6:11

E. Obeying, 2 Kings 5:1-19.

CONCLUSION:
1. By observing leprosy as a type of sin, we have seen that sin 

causes one to be separated from God, which leads to spiritual 
death.

2. Only one spot makes one unclean, therefore for only one spot, 
there is a need to be cleansed.

3. There is a great need to get man to understand these things so 
that he can take the proper steps in becoming clean.

4. Let us be thankful that God has made provisions, but those 
provisions only work if we apply them.

Sprinkling Of blood On Mercy Seat 
Sprinkling Of Christ's blood 

In Heaven
Nat Evans

The Tabernacle
1. There was an outer court where the brazen altar and the laver 

were.
2. The tabernacle itself was comprised of two compartments: the 

Holy Place and the Most Holy Place.
a. The Holy Place was where the altar of incense, the candle

sticks, and the table of shewbread were housed.
b. The Most Holy Place was where the Ark of the Covenant, also 

called the Ark of Testimony (Exo. 25:16), was placed.
1) In the Ark of the Covenant were the:

a) Two tables of stone on which the law was written,
b) Aaron's rod that budded,
c) And a pot of manna.

2) The crowning part of the Ark of the Covenant was the 
mercy-seat (Exo. 25:17-22; 26:34; Num. 7:89; Heb. 9:3-9).

3. The Most Holy Place was a type of Heaven (Exo. 26:33, 34; Heb. 
9:8-24).
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a. Once a year the High Priest would enter into the Most Holy 
Place and sprinkle the blood of animals on the mercy-seat for 
himself and all the people (Heb. 9:6,7; 10:1-4).

b. Jesus did not have to offer yearly sacrifice as did the High 
Priest, because He offered Himself as the one time all
sufficient sacrifice for the sins of mankind (Heb. 9:21-25; 
10:9-20).

4. There was a veil which separated the Most Holy Place from the
Holy Place and this veil was a type of the flesh of Christ (Heb. 
10:19, 20).

5. The Holy Place was a type of the church (Exo. 26:31-37; Heb.
10:19-22).
a. The High Priest went through the Holy Place in order to 

enter the Most Holy Place and he would enter with blood to 
make an atonement for his sins and the sins of the people.

b. There was only one way to the mercy-seat upon which the 
blood was to be sprinkled.

c. The only way one can get to Heaven (the Most Holy Place) 
today is through the church (the Holy Place).

d. The saved are added to the church, and the roll is kept in 
Heaven (Acts 2:47; Heb. 12:22-24; 6:19, 20).

e. The High Priest was in charge of the Holy Place just as 
Christ, our High Priest, is in charge of the church (Num. 
18:1-7; Heb. 10:21).

7. The common priests served daily in the Holy Place (Heb. 9:6,7).
a. As members of the church, we are all to serve as priests and 

labor in the church (Eph. 3:21).
b. In the parable of the laborers in the vineyard, no one received 

anything except those who labored in the vineyard (Matt. 
20:1-16).

c. So it is with the church (1 Cor. 3:9).
d. Peter describes the church as a royal priesthood to offer 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ 
(1 Pet. 2:5,9).

8. The outer court contained the people which was typical of the 
world which contains the wicked today (Jn. 3:17; 17:16; 1 Jn. 
5:19).

9. The priests had to be consecrated before they could serve in the 
tabernacle (Exo. 29).
a. Two rams were to be offered on the brazen altar (Exo. 

29:15-25).
b. The priests had to deny all unholy things (Lev. 21:1-8).
c. The priests had to wash in the laver and wear holy garments 

(Exo. 39:1,2; 40:7-15).
d. As the priests had to be consecrated before they could 

minister in the tabernacle, one must be converted before the 
Lord will add him to the church (Acts 2:38, 47; 3:19).
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10. The priest served God in the Holy Place (Heb. 9:6).
a. Christians serve God in the church (1 Pet. 2:5; 1 Tim. 3:15).
b. The priests would light the candlesticks and bum incense 

daily in the tabernacle (Exo. 30:7, 8).
c. The light which we have in the church comes from the Bible, 

the infallible Word of God (Psa. 119:105, 130; 2 Cor. 4:4).
e. The incense which the priests burned dally was typical of our 

prayers (Exo. 3:7, 8; Psa. 141:2; Rev. 5:8).
f. The shewbread was placed on the table and eaten on the 

sabbath day continually (Lev. 24:5-9).
g. Christians are to observe the Lord's supper weekly upon the 

first day of the week (Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:17-34; Heb. 
10:25).

h. The priests were also to offer daily sacrifices (Exo. 29:38-43).
i. The Christian is to present his body a living sacrifice (Rom. 

12:1).

THE MERCY-SEAT AND CHRIST 
DISCUSSION:
I. The mercy-seat was made of pure gold (Exo. 25:11) and Jesus 

came to earth and lived a pure and sinless life (Heb. 4:15; 1 Pet. 
2:22).

II. The mercy-seat covered the ark of the covenant which 
contained the tables of stone on which the law was written for 
Israel (Heb. 9:4) and Jesus fulfilled the law that was given to 
Israel (Col. 2:14-16; Matt. 5:17, 18; Gal. 3:22-25; Heb. 8:6).

III. The mercy-seat was overshadowed by cherubims of glory (Heb. 
9:5) and these cherubims were likely symbolic of the angels who 
are sent to minister to the saints (Heb. 1:14).
A. Angels had a part in the redemptive work of Jesus.

1. Angels announced the birth of Jesus (Lk. 2:8-16).
2. Angels were at the command of Jesus while He was on 

earth (Matt. 26:53).
3. When Jesus was resurrected, an angel rolled away the 

stone from the door of the sepulchre (Matt. 28:2).
4. When Jesus ascended to the “ancient of days,” two 

angels announced His second coming (Acts 1:10,11) to 
the apostles.

5. Angels bear the souls of the righteous to paradise upon 
the death of the body (Lk. 16:19-31).

6. When Jesus makes His second advent, angels will be 
with Him to gather together His elect and to sever the 
righteous from the wicked (Matt. 13:41,42; 16:27; 24:31; 
25:31-33; 2 Thess. 1:6-9).
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IV. God revealed His will to Moses from the mercy-seat and the 
only way Christians may know the will of God is through Christ 
(Heb. 1:1, 2; Matt. 17:1-5).

V. At the mercy-seat, prayers and offerings were presented to God 
as once a year the high priest would sprinkle blood on the 
mercy-seat for an atonement for his sins and the sins of the 
people (Lev. 16:11-16; Heb. 9:7).
A. Only through Christ do Christians have access to God (Jn. 

14:6; 16:23; Col. 3:17).
B. Jesus is the door to all spiritual blessings (Jn. 10:9; Eph. 

1:3).
C. Jesus made one atonement, not for Himself, for He had no 

sin, but for the sins of the whole world when He offered 
Himself (Heb. 10:9,10; 1 Pet. 1:18-23; Eph. 1:7).

THE PLACE OF THE BLOOD OF CHRIST 
IN MAN'S REDEMPTION

I. Christ, our High Priest, has purged our sins by His blood.
A. Key words in understanding Christ's sacrificial death 

include:
1. Redemption (1 Pet. 1:18,19; Eph. 1:7)
2. Propitiation (1 John 2:1,2)
3. Reconciliation (Eph. 2:13-17)
4. Substitution (Heb. 2:9; Isa. 53)

B. The following things are connected with Christ's blood.
1. New Testament (Matt. 26:26-29; Heb. 9:16, 17)
2. Baptism (Rom. 6:3-5)
3. Church (Acts 20:28)
4. The Lord's supper (1 Cor. 11:23-29; Acts 20:7)
5. A daily walk in the light and continuing to be cleansed 

by the blood of Christ (1 Jn. 1:7; 2:1, 2)

CONCLUSION: The all-sufficient Christ.
1. Christ on the CROSS delivers us from the PENALTY of sin.
2. On the THRONE He delivers us from the POWER of sin.
3. As our HIGH PRIEST He delivers us from the POLLUTION of 

sin.
4. At His FINAL COMING in judgment He will deliver us from 

the PRESENCE of sin.
5. He is the all-sufficient Savior.

a. The blood of Christ had to be shed.
b. The blood of Christ had to be offered in Heaven.
c. The blood of Christ has to be applied.
d. Final Exhortations

SOURCES
Hebrews by Norman Hogan
Types and Shadows by W. Gaddys Roy
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Jeremiah
Christ

Gilbert Gough

Jeremiah has been called the most miserable prophet, the most 
pessimistic priest, and the most unpopular preacher the world has 
produced. Yet he is also labeled, “the greatest of the great prophets 
of Israel.”
1. One scholar wrote: “There is no nobler, more militant or morally 

more splendid character to be found in the whole range of 
Scripture. Moses and Paul of Tarsus are the only men who can 
stand beside him.”

2. Another scholar said, “A more crushing burden was never laid 
upon mortal man. In the whole history of the Jewish race there 
has been no such example of intense sincerity, unrelieved 
suffering, fearless proclamation of God's message, and 
unwearying intercession of a prophet for his people as is found 
in the life of Jeremiah. But the tragedy of his life is this, that he 
preached to deaf ears and reaped only hate in return for his love 
to his fellow countrymen. He was lightly esteemed in life, and 
he sank into the grave a broken-hearted man. From being of no 
account as a prophet he came to be regarded as the greatest of 
them all.”

3. It is no wonder that Jesus was once mistaken for Jeremiah 
(Matt. 16:14).

4. Jeremiah said more about repentance than any other prophet, 
and it is still repentance that is the pathway to salvation.

DISCUSSION:
I. ABOUT JEREMIAH AND HIS BOOK.

A. Jeremiah was called to prophesy against Jerusalem
approximately 100 years after Isaiah.
1. The book of Jeremiah is a unique tragedy which opens in 

the little village of Anathoth where Jeremiah was bom.
a. The priestly village probably had much to do with his 

personality and career.
b. David's great priest, Abiathar, established the village 

and his descendants continued to live in the quiet 
suburb of the holy city.

c. Jeremiah was brought up in the quiet company of 
scholars, priests, prophets and students of God’s 
teachings.

2. Jeremiah's father, Hilkiah, was a priest.
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a. Some think this is the same “Hilkiah the priest” in 
2 Kings 22, who brought the Book of the Law to the 
notice of the king, Josiah, which started the great 
revival in the kingdom.

b. No doubt, Jeremiah's early life was molded by some 
strong religious influences.

3. Jeremiah was called by the Lord to be a prophet at an 
early age (20 or 21).
a. His reaction was much like that of Moses ages before.
b. He said, “Ah, Lord God! behold, I cannot speak: for I 

am a child” (1:6). He was saying, “I have not yet 
reached the years of maturity.”

c. As with Moses, God removed all paths of excuse (1:7, 
8).

B. Jeremiah's name means “appointed of the Lord.”
1. His appointments were faithfully fulfilled and we have 

more inspired biographical information about Jeremiah 
than any other person in the Old Testament. (Closest 
rival is the colorful David.)

2. He anticipated the motto of individual religion, “Where 
two of three are gathered together...” (Matt. 18:20) and 
announced that “God dwells not in temples” (Acts 17:24) 
but in hearts.
a. He was a most spiritual prophet.
b. He saw religion as no longer merely a national 

religion, but a universal thing, the birthright of all 
mankind.

c. He saw a new covenant (31:31-34) that must be 
personal, inward, universal, spiritual and efficacious.

C. Jeremiah is best remembered as the “weeping prophet” as 
he worked during the decline and fall of the Hebrew nation.
1. He had reason to cry. His tears were blended with God's.
2. He once said, “Oh that my head were waters, and mine 

eyes a fountain of tears, that I  might weep day and night 
for the slain o f the daughter o f my people!” (9:1).

3. No other poet has so completely captured the agony of 
men and the anguish of God.
a. He understood the people’s sin for he lived with the 

people.
b. He understood God's sorrow because he shared it.

4. Because of his sobbing predictions of doom, critics have 
coined the word “jeremiad”, a synonym for lamentation, 
as a monument to an irredeemable pessimist.
a. But Jeremiah was not a pessimist.
b. Instead, he was a realist.
c. It just happened to be his sad duty to preach the 

funeral address for Judah.



62 1 1th Annual “LABOURERS TOGETHER WITH OOP' Lectures

D. The world of Jeremiah included:
1. A three-cornered contest for world supremacy.

a. For 300 years Assyria, with Nineveh as its capital, 
had ruled the world; but now was growing weak.

b. Egypt, in the Nile valley, which 1000 years before 
had been a world power, was again becoming 
ambitious.

c. Babylon, in the south Euphrates valley, was rising to 
power.

2. Other prophets were contemporary with Jeremiah:
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Nahum, Ezekiel and Daniel in 
Babylon.

E. Keys to the Book.
1. Theme: The Tenderness of Divine Love.
2. Key Word: Backsliding.
3. Key Text: Jeremiah 3:22, “Return, ye backsliding 

children, and I will heal your backslidings. Behold, we 
come unto thee; for thou art the Lord our God. ”

4. The message of Jeremiah was delivered to the people in 
the darkness of unbelief.
a. There had been reforms, but only superficial.
b. His message was national, spiritual, personal, 

prophetical.
5. His favorite word must have been “return”; used over 40 

times. (“Backsliding” is used 13 times and nowhere else 
in the Bible apart from once in Proverbs and three times 
in Hosea.)

II. JEREMIAH’S  LIFE WAS SIMILAR TO THE LIFE OF 
CHRIST:
1. World conditions were similar: Babylon and Rome.
2. Both were from small villages.
3. Each was rejected in his home town.
4. Neither married.
5. From early childhood each was conscious of God.
6. Both condemned the corrupt leaders their day.
7. The leaders sought to kill them both.
8. Both taught a religion of the heart.
9. Both spent time weeping over the sinful people.

10. At the end of life each was considered a failure, but later 
each took his place among the victorious.

III. RESEMBLANCES BETWEEN JEREMIAH AND CHRIST
A. There are many parallels between Jeremiah and Christ.

1. No other prophet has so close an analogy to the earthly 
life of Christ than does Jeremiah.
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2. Jeremiah has been called the most Christ-like of the 
prophets.

B. Some analogies between Jeremiah and Jesus.
1. Their historical settings were similar.

a. Jerusalem was about to fall; the temple was soon to 
be destroyed; religion was buried in formalism; there 
was a need for emphasis on the righteous life.

b. Outwardly the life of Jeremiah closely resembled our 
Lord as seen in the above similarities.

2. Both had a message for Israel and the world.
3. Both were conscious of the world of nature about them 

and used many figures from it.
4. Both came from a high tradition: Jeremiah a priest- 

prophet background; Christ from a divine-kingly back
ground.

5. Both were conscious of their call and purpose from God.
6. Both condemned the commercialism of temple worship 

and did so in a similar way (Jer. 7:11; Matt. 21:13).
7. Both were accused of political treason.
8. Both were tried, persecuted, and imprisoned.
9. Both foretold the destruction of the temple (Jer. 7:14; 

Mark 13:2).
a. Two great external catastrophes struck the Old 

Testament theocracy.
1) Nebuchadnezzar's destruction of Jerusalem and 

its temple and Titus's similar destruction of them.
2) Of the first Jeremiah was the prophet; of the 

latter, Christ Himself (Matt. 24).
10. Both wept over Jerusalem (Jer. 9:1; Luke 19:41).
11. Both forcefully condemned the priests of their day.
12. Both were rejected by their kinfolk (Jer. 12:6; John 1:11).
13. Both were tenderhearted. Jeremiah was so much like 

the Man of Sorrows that the rabbis identified him with 
the suffering Servant of Isaiah 53.

14. Both loved Israel deeply.
15. Both knew the meaning of loneliness (Jer. 15:10; Isa. 

53:3).
16. Both enjoyed unusual fellowship with God.

a. One of the unique features of Jeremiah's life was that 
he could be so free and honest in communion and 
conversation with God (Jer. 20:7).

b. This action was so much like Jesus (John 11:41, 42; 
17).

17. In the end of the life each was considered a failure but in 
later days each has taken his place among the victors, 
a. Jeremiah died in Egypt after a long life of suffering.
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b. Jesus suffered in shame and disgrace to make the 
sacrifice that has brought salvation to all.

IV. COMPARISON BETWEEN JEREMIAH AND CHRIST
A. The book of Jeremiah holds many Messianic prophecies 

that show a beautiful picture of the coming Savior and His 
Kingdom.

B. The scathing rebukes and the condemnation preached by 
Jeremiah is overshadowed by the consolation and promises 
from God concerning the coming Messiah.
Jer. 23:5,6; 30:9; 31:31-34; 33:15,16;

C. These Scriptures, far from being all inclusive of the 
prophecies of Christ given by Jeremiah, show the 
redemption that would be offered to all mankind —Jew and 
Gentile — through Jesus.

D. The Jews anxiously awaited their coming Redeemer. Little 
did they know that the very man who preached God's 
message to them would himself be representative of their 
long awaited Messiah.

E. A comparison between the two will bring out an analogy 
that will present a clear Biblical truth, how Jeremiah was 
remarkably prefiguring the incarnate Christ.
1. Both were “innocent blood.” Jer. 26:15; Matt. 27:4
2. Both wept over Jerusalem’s sins and coming judgment. 

Jer. 13:17; Luke 19:41
3. Both wanted justice for their enemies; Jeremiah sought 

vengeance whereas Christ sought forgiveness. Jer. 18:23; 
Luke 23:34

4. Both were accused of being “mad.” Jer. 29:26; John 10:20
5. Both were accused of being self-appointed prophets. Jer. 

29:27; John 8:53
6. Both were mocked by their enemies. Jer. 20:7; Luke 

18:31,33; fulfillment in Matt. 27:31; Luke 22:63
7. Their brethren and enemies waited to catch both in a 

“slip of the tongue.” Jer. 20:10; Luke 11:53,54
8. Both were said to be worthy of death. Jer. 26:11; Matt. 

26:65,66
9. Both were defended by some of God’s people. Jer. 26:16; 

John 10:21
10. Both were put out of the land of the living. Jeremiah by 

his enemies’ desire, Jesus literally. Jer. 11:19; Isa. 53:18
11. Both were “led as a lmab to the slaughter” -  Jeremiah’s 

enemies, but Jesus in fact. Jer. 11:19; Isa. 53:7
12. Both were conspired against to secretly be killed. Jer. 

18:23; John 11:53
13. Other comparisons may be made, 

a. Jer. 11:18, Isa. 11:2; John 2:2
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b. Lam. 1:12; John 1:29; Isa. 53:10
c. Lam. 3:8; Matt. 27:46
d. Lam. 3:14; Psalm 69:12
e. Lam 3:48; Luke 19:41

Destruction Of Jerusalem 
Final Judgment

Victor M. Eskew

1. Types are shadows of things to come. In the Law, many of these 
were used by God to prepare the Jews for the Christ and His 
kingdom (Heb. 10:1).

2. Some types and their anti-types are spelled out in great detail 
in God’s Word. Some are not.

3. In this study, we will be looking at the destruction of the city of 
Jerusalem in A.D. 70 as a type of Final Judgment.
a. This is an appropriate study in light of some of the state

ments made by Jesus about the destruction of Jerusalem. 
Several statements He uses sound like He is talking about 
the Last Day. (Note the bold words to follow)
1) “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all 

the world for a witness unto all nations; and then the 
end shall come” (Matt. 24:14).

2) “...and they shall see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and glory” (Matt. 24:30b).

3) “And he shall send his angels with a g rea t sound of 
a  trum pet, and they shall gather together his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other” 
(Matt. 24:31).

b. With these thoughts in mind, we want to venture into this 
study. NOTE: We realize that it is possible to press a type too 
far. We will try to be careful not do to this.

DISCUSSION:
I. BOTH JUDGMENTS WERE PRECEDED BY WARNINGS.

A. Matt. 24:1-35 and Luke 21:5-28 were understood bythe first 
century church to be warnings about the destruction of 
Jerusalem.
1. Matt. 24:1-2. “And Jesus went out, and departed from the 

temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew him the 
buildings o f the temple. And Jesus said unto them, See ye 
not all these things? Verily I  say unto you, There shall
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nut be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be 
thrown down. ”

2. Matt. 24:15-22. “When ye therefore shall see the 
ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION, spoken by Daniel 
the prophet, stand in the holy place (who readeth, let him 
understand) then let him which is in Judaea flee into the 
mountains: let him which is on the housetop not come 
down to take any thing out o f his house: neither let him 
which is in the field return back to take his clothes. And 
woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give 
suck in those days! But pray ye that your flight be not in 
winter, neither on the Sabbath day: for there shall be 
great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of 
the world to this time, no, nor shall ever be. And except 
those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be 
saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be 
shortened. ”

B. Just as there were warnings given about Jerusalem’s 
destruction, so have warnings been given about final 
judgment.
1. Matt. 24:42-44. “Watch therefore: for ye know not what 

hour your Lord doth come. But know this, that i f  the 
goodman o f the house had known in what watch the thief 
would come, he would have watched, and would not have 
suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also 
ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son o f man 
cometh. ”

2. I Thess. 5:1-2. “But o f the times and the seasons, 
brethren, ye have no need that I  write unto you. For 
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so 
cometh as a thief in the night. ”

II. BOTH JUDGMENTS INVOLVE VENGEANCE AGAINST 
EVIL.
A. The Jewish nation was very corrupt in the first century.

They had rejected the Christ, His gospel, and were living in 
violation of the Old Law.
1. Josephus: “To give a particular account of all their 

iniquities would be endless. Thus much in general, it 
may suffice to say, that there never was a city which 
suffered such miseries, nor a race of men, from the 
beginning of the world, who so abounded in wickedness.
I verily believe that if the Romans had delayed to 
destroy these wicked wretches, the city would either 
have been swallowed up by the earth, or overwhelmed by 
the waters, or struck with fire from heaven as another 
Sodom; for it introduced a far more impious generation
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than those who suffered such punishments” (Josephus as 
quoted by Don Bierbower in “Judgment on Jerusalem, 
A.D. 70”).

2. Don Bierbower: “Our Lord addressed the spiritual and 
moral conditions of the Jew as represented by the 
Pharisees, denouncing them in the harshest of terms. 
They were hypocrites (Mark 7:6), self-righteous (John 
9:41), evil (Matt. 12:34, full of extortion and excess 
(Matt. 23:25), prideful, loving the place of honor and to 
be called rabbi (Matt. 26:6,7), children of the devil (John 
8:44), unbelievers (John 5:46, 47), haters of God (Luke 
16:13,14, they hindered others from entering the king
dom of heaven (Matt. 23:13) and omitted the important 
matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness 
(Matt. 23:23).”
a. “They broke the first commandment in that they 

served mammon (money); the fourth by scheming 
ways to avoid the travel limit on the Sabbath; the 
fifth in not honoring their parents by taking a vow to 
give their earnings to the temple to avoid supporting 
their parents (Mark 7:13; the sixth by killing wise 
men and prophets sent to the (Matt. 23:34) and 
Christ (I Thess. 2:15, 16); the seventh in being an 
adulterous generation (Matt. 12:29; Luke 16:18); the 
eighth by stealing —: devouring widows’ houses 
(Mark 12:40); and the ninth by bearing false witness 
against Christ (Luke 23:2), Paul (Acts 21:27, 28) and 
bribing Roman soldiers to lie about the body of Christ 
(Matt. 28:11-15)....”

b. “It should be noted that the Jews had brought into 
their religion teachings from the religion of their 
pagan captors, the Babylonians and Persians, 
thereby adulterating the religion given by Moses” 
(“Judgment on Jerusalem, A.D. 70”).

3. Because of the evil, vengeance from God was brought 
forth. Jesus referred to it as such in Luke 21:22. “For 
these be the days of vengeance...”

B. Final judgment will also be a day of vengeance against evil 
and corruption (2 Thess. 1:6-9).

III. BOTH JUDGMENTS INVOLVE CAPTAINS WHO ARE 
SONS OF EMPERORS.
A. Titus was the commander of the Roman forces that came 

against Jerusalem in A.D. 70. He was the son of Vespasian, 
emperor of Rome.

B. Jesus Christ, (Son of the Emperor of the Universe) will be 
the Commander to come against the world in the last day.
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1. “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God...” (1 Thess. 4:16a).

2. “And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels” (2 Thess. 1:7).

IV. BOTH JUDGMENTS INVOLVE FIRE.
A. Jerusalem was set ablaze by the Roman troops during a 

battle that raged for 143 days. In the end, the Jews 
determined to destroy the Temple by fire. They prepared to 
ignite tar that would be spread around the timbers 
supporting the stone facing and roof of the Temple.

B. Final judgment will involve the destruction of the world by 
fire. (2 Peter 3:10)

V. BOTH JUDGMENTS BRING SOMETHING TO AN END.
A. The destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple brought the 

system of Judaism to an end.
1. The Temple, the place of worship, was completely 

destroyed. The Roman soldiers took apart every stone 
searching for gold that had melted due to the fire. After 
it was searched out, the Temple ground was plowed 
under.

2. The genealogies were annihilated.
3. Christianity and Judaism were separated from one 

another forever.
B. Final judgment is going to bring this world and all that is 

in it to an end.
1. Rule and power will end. (1 Cor. 15:23-24)
2. The physical earth itself will be destroyed (2 Peter 3:10).

VI. IN BOTH JUDGM ENTS THE CHRISTIANS ESCAPE  
DESTRUCTION.
A. After the Roman armies came against Jerusalem in A.D. 66,

Christians began to flee the city. They made their residence 
in Pella in Decapolis or in Egypt. Mr. Brierbower writes: 
“When the final onslaught came, there were no true 
Christians in Jerusalem” (Ibid).

B. In the final day of judgment, Christians will be preserved.
They will not perish. Psalm 1:5-6; Matt. 25:31-34.

CONCLUSION:
1. The destruction of Jerusalem was predicted and has now come 

to pass. It was a vengeful and decisive judgment by God against 
the disobedient Jews.
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2. Final judgment has been predicted. We now live in anticipation 
of it. It will come. Will you be among the righteous or the 
wicked? (Rom. 2:2, 6-9)

Jonah
Christ

Jimmy Young

1. Every good Bible student knows the importance of trying to 
learn the principles of the Bible more deeply.

2. The book of Jonah probably has as many lessons and principles 
that relate to Christianity as any book its size in the Old 
Testament.

3. Today we will consider Jonah as a type of Christ (Matt. 12:40).
4. We will note several points that make it proper for Christ to 

speak of “the sign of Jonah the prophet” as He compared himself 
to Jonah (Matt. 12:3-9).

5. Jonah was the only prophet whom Christ likened Himself (Matt. 
12:38-40).

6. Because of the infinite love of God for a lost and wayward 
people, J onah was sent on a mission of revelation, condemnation 
and redemption,
a. Like Jonah, Jesus too was sent on a mission “to seek and save 

the lost” (Luke 19:10; 1 Tim. 1:15).

DISCUSSION:
I. JONAH—CHRIST: MEEK AND GENTLE.

A. The name Jonah signifies a dove, an emblem of meekness 
and gentleness.

B. Jesus is meek and gentle (2 Cor. 10:1).
1. He portrayed “a lamb that is led to slaughter, and as a 

sheep that before its shearers is dumb, so he opened not 
his mouth”(Isa. 53:7; Acts 8:32).

2. When Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit descended in 
a bodily form as a dove upon Him (Luke 3:22; John 
1:32,33).

II. JON AH—CHRIST: BELLY OF THE GREAT FISH THREE 
DAYS AND NIGHTS—THE GRAVE THREE DAYS AND 
NIGHTS.
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A. Jonah’s being in the belly of the “whale” three days and 
three nights was a type of Christ being in the “grave” three 
days and three nights (Jonah 1:17; Matt. 12:40).

B. Although Christ was speaking of His burial in Matthew 
12:39, there are several other points of comparison one can 
make.

C. Both Jonah and Christ came forth.
1. The “big fish” could not keep Jonah.
2. It was not in God’s plan for Jonah to remain in the “belly 

of the fish.”
a. God’s will isn’t stopped or delayed!
b. Jonah came forth from the “belly of the fish” (Jonah 

2:10).
3. The “grave” could not keep Christ.
4. It was not in God’s will for Christ to remain in the 

“grave.”
a. God’s will isn’t stopped or delayed!
b. Jesus came forth from the “grave” (Mark 16:9; 1 Cor. 

15:1-8; Rom. 1:4).
D. Both, Jonah and Christas being a “type and antitype” arose 

to proclaim the saving message to lost people (Jonah 3; 
Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 1:1-3).

E. Through this “type and antitype” (Jonah and Christ), we see 
God’s “longsuffering” as proof that He doesn’t want anyone 
to perish (Jonah 3; 2 Peter 3:9).

III. JONAH—CHRIST: GAVE THEMSELVES UP.
A. Jonah voluntarily gave himself up (Jonah 2:2,3).

1. Jonah wasn’t forced to give himself to the service of God.
2. He gave/oflfered himself (Jonah 1:12).

a. Had it not been for Jonah’s preaching, Nineveh would 
have been destroyed.

b. After hearing God’s message from Jonah, Nineveh 
repented (Jonah 3:10).

c. Because of his own sins, Jonah offered himself to 
save the crew of the ship (Jonah 1:12).

B. Christ likewise voluntarily gave Himself up, “became 
obedient unto death, even the death o f the cross” (Phil. 2:8).
1. Christ wasn’t forced to give Himself to the service of 

God.
2. He gave/offered Himself (John 10:17,18; 2 Cor. 5:21).

a. Had it not been for Christ giving Himself up, the 
world would be lost!

b. He gave/offered Himself to die to say all that would 
obey, even though he had no sin (1 Peter 2.22).
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c. He laid down His life because of the sins of the world, 
to save the world (John 10:17,18; 3:17; 2 Cor. 5:21; 
1 Peter 2:24).

IV. JONAH—CHRIST: MESSENGERS OF HOPE SALVA
TION.
A. Jonah brought God’s message of hope and salvation to lost 

Nineveh which he probably hated.
B. Christ brought God’s message of hope and salvation to the 

Gentile world, which the world hated (John 15:25).
C. Even in our day, we need to know and feel the importance 

of God’s message of hope and salvation and proclaim it to all 
(Rom. 1:16)!

V. JONAH—CHRIST: HEADED OFF DESTRUCTION.
A. Nineveh would have been completely destroyed had it not 

been for the preaching of Jonah.
1. They were headed for total destruction.
2. After hearing God’s message from Jonah, Nineveh 

repented (Jonah 3:10).
B. The world would be completely lost today were it not for the 

message of Christ (Matt. 28:1820; Rom. 1:16; Luke 19:10; 
2 Thess. 1:6-9).
1. Christ cared/cares for the lost (Luke 19:10).
2. He has headed off destruction for all who hear and obey 

Him (Matt. 17:5; Heb. 5:9).
C. Christ’s Gospel indeed heads off destruction all who obey 

and remain faithful (1 Cor. 15:58; Rev. 2:10).

CONCLUSION:
1. It is my hope and prayer that all men everywhere will gain 

much from this study of Jonah and Christ.
2. Jonah has many lessons for us but some of the richest are those 

we find as we see him as being a type of Christ.

Manna From Heaven 
Christ Come Down From Heaven

Rodney Hilliard

1. When God sent the Bread to Israel, the people said, “What is it?”
2. When Christ was sent by God, there were some that said, “Who 

is He?”
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3. Though both were sent by God, they were not treated as heaven 
sent.

4. Just like the children of Israel with the manna, some today want
Christ for selfish reasons, and they want Him on their own 
terms.

5. They do not seek or care to find the real reason Christ came.
6. By looking to the event of the manna sent to Israel, and Christ 

sent, we can find some important comparisons and contrasts 
that should not be overlooked.

7. Now, let us look to the Old Testament to the sending of manna 
from heaven, then to the coming of Christ from heaven, and 
draw some proper lessons that show the type/antitype between 
the two.

DISCUSSION:
I. MANNA FROM HEAVEN.

A. Introduced to manna in Exodus 16.
1. It is described as being first produced after the eighth 

encampment in the desert of Sin, as white like hoar frost 
(Exodus 16:1,14).

2. It was round, the color of bdellium, and of the bigness of 
coriander seed (Num. 11:7).

B. The manna fell with the dew every morning, and when the 
dew was evaporated by the heat of the sun, the manna 
appeared alone, lying upon the ground or the rocks about 
the camp.

C. “When the children of Israel saw it, they said one to 
another, It is manna: (What is it?) For they (wist) knew not 
what it was” (Exodus 16:15).

D. The people did not know what it was and asked the 
question, “What is this?”

E. Moses answered this question by telling them, “This is the 
bread which the Lord hath given you to eat.”

F. About the manna.
1. It fell every day, except on the Sabbath.
2. On the sixth day, there was a double quantity of manna.
3. Every man was directed to gather an omer (approxi

mately pints) for each member of his family (v.18).
4. That which was not gathered dissolved in the heat, and 

was lost (v.21).
5. The quantity collected was intended for the food of the 

current day only.
a. If any was kept for the following day it bred worms, 

and stank (v.20).
b. On the sixth day, they were to gather double for 

preparation of the Sabbath.
c. On this day the manna did not ruin.



TYPES AND ANTITYPES H2 -  Sept. 2003 73

G. The time of the manna given to the people lasted the entire 
time till they passed over to the other land.
1. Numbers 11:6-9, the description of the manna is 

repeated, an omer of it is directed to be preserved as a 
memorial to future generations.

2. Joshua 5:12, “And the manna ceased on the morrow after 
they had eaten of the old corn of the land; neither had the 
children of Israel manna any more; but they did eat of 
the fruit o f the land of Canaan that year. ”

3. While the Children of Israel were in the wilderness, they 
needed this miracle to sustain them, but not any longer.

II. CHRIST COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN.
A. Christ was sent from the Father with a mission (Matt.

10:40; Mark 9:37; Luke 4:18; John 4:34; 5:30; 17:3; 20:21).
B. Some facts about the Saviour...

1. Bom of a virgin (Matt. 1:22,23).
2. He is The Only Begotten Son (John 3:16).
3. A sinless person (Heb. 4:15).
4. He died for all (1 Cor. 15:1-3; Rom. 5:6-8; 1 Tim. 2:6).
5. Came to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10).
6. He was rejected by some as being the Messiah (death on 

the cross).
7. Everywhere He went, murmuring followed. (Luke 15:2;

John6:41,61; 7:32). “
8. Taught them a new law to follow. (The Gospel).
9. Was the bread of life for the World. (John 6:35).

C. John 6:30ff is where we want to turn our attention.
1. Jesus says, “I am the bread of life: ...”
2. The people then wanted Jesus to give them a sign which 

would prove He was the one whom God had sent.
3. Long ago in the wilderness, God had sent manna from 

heaven to feed the wanderers.
4. Now God had sent Jesus from heaven which says He is 

the true Bread of Life.
5. As we look to the similarities of Manna and Christ there 

is a wonder type/antitype relationship.

III. HOW THE MANNA IS A TYPE OF CHRIST.
A. Both were sent by the Father.

1. Manna (Exodus 16:11-14).
2. Christ (Matt. 10:40; John4:34; 5:30).

B. Both were sent because of God’s love.
1. They were His people and He provided for them.
2. John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his 

only begotten son...”
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3. He provided a way for man to live and become His 
children. (Gal. 3:26-28; 1 John 3:1,2)

C. Both had conditions (law) to follow.
1. “Gather a day’s portion everyday...”
2. By providing only one day’s rations at a time, God would 

prove, or test Israel to find out if they would really trust 
in God and walk according to His rules.

3. There were three laws to follow.
a. The law as to quantity — only one day’s portion to be 

gathered at a time. The same amount for each 
person.

b. The law as to time — to be gathered only in the 
mornings. None to be gathered on the 7th day.

c. The law as to use — none of it to be left until the next 
day. A lesson against hoarding.

4. Christ also gave a law that was to be followed.
a. To be with Him, we have to follow Him.
b. This involves keeping His commandments (John 

14:15; 15:10).
c. This new law freed us from the Old. (Gal. 3:13)
d. This is the perfect law (James 1:25).

D. Both were to sustain life.
1. Manna sustained the people physically.
2. Christ sustains spiritually.
3. John 6:32-35

E. Both were murmured against.
1. The gifts given by God, where not welcomed by everyone.
2. Israel could think of nothing but the vegetables of Egypt 

and was not grateful for the manna. (Num. 11:5-11)
3. In many of the places Christ entered, the people mur

mured, because of who He claimed to be (John 6:41,61; 
7:32; Luke 15:2).

F. Both were free for the taking.
1. God has provided for all mankind.
2. Israel was given the manna in abundance supply.
3. Christ was sent for all mankind. (Luke 19:10; Acts 10:36)
4. Though there were things they had to do to obtain, both 

were given by God.
G. Both had to be sought.

1. God provided but left man something to do.
2. The manna had to be picked up. (Num. 11:8)
3. Christ’s message has to be obeyed and not heard only 

(James 1:22).
H. Manna was the only hope for Israel in the wilderness;

Christ only hope of eternal life.
1. Manna was given for the people to eat, to give hope of 

another day.
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2. Christ is the only hope of another life. (John 3:16; 1 Tim. 
1:16)

I. Israel did not know what the manna was. Christ was not 
recognized by Israel.
1. When the bread fell from heaven, Israel said, “What is 

it?”
2. When Christcame from heaven, the people said, “Who is 

He?”
a. They did not know who Christ was, nor did they care.
b. The Messiah to them was to come on their terms.

3. Many today do not recognize Christ.
a. When they are introduced to Him through the word, 

they say, “Who is He?”
b. They simply want Christ from afar off.
c. They know Him through Christmas season, get-well 

cards, false teachers, and the one they feel in their 
heart.

d. But, they don’t recognize the true Christ and the 
reason for His coming.

J. Manna also serves as a type of Christ’s Gospel.
1. From heaven, not from earth.
2. Which must be gathered early and heeded early in life.
3. Must be gathered daily (one cannot store up enough

Gospel to last for the future.)
4. If hoarded it becomes foul.
5. Must be eaten (Rev. 10:1-11).

K. Both were the bread of life.
1. Exodus 16:1-3, the children of Israel were complaining 

about being brought out into the wilderness to starve to 
death, but God cared for them.

2. The manna God gave, was representative of and type of 
the ultimate bread which God would give His people, 
that being Christ.

3. In John 6:48-58, Jesus stated that He was the “...bread 
of life...” like the bread which the children of Israel ate in 
the wilderness (John 6:49,50).

4. The point being made is, physical bread cannot feed your 
spirit and neither can it save your soul. But, spiritual 
bread (word of God) can feed your spirit and save your 
soul (Matt. 4:4; James 1:21).

L. Both succeeded. Each did what it (and He) came to do.
1. The manna helped Israel survive their time in the 

wilderness (Jos. 5:12).
2. Christ accomplished what He was sent to do.

a. “I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the 
work which thou gavest me to do.” (John 17:4)
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b. On the cross after receiving the vinegar, “...It is 
finished...” (John 19:30).

CONCLUSION:
1. As we look to the likenesses and contrasts, many more could 

named.
2. Looking to the examples we have of the manna being given to 

Israel, and Christ coming from heaven to the people, how sad it 
is that there are so many today that are asking, “Who is He?”

3. There are in many different ways Christ is brought to us in the 
Bible.

4. Throughout time God, has given man “manna.” (Then the sweet 
taste of it kept the people alive physically. Today, the sweet 
taste of Christ’s word can keep man alive spiritually.)

5. How sad that man will not take heed of “the Bread of Life.”

Physical Adultery 
Spiritual Adultery

Don Greene

1. Example of the ruination caused by adultery.
a. Terry was a faithful, growing Christian with his wife Lisa 

and their daughter Shelby.
1) They both had modest jobs with good benefits and secure 

futures.
2) Theirs was a nice house in a very good neighborhood.
3) They took two vacations each year and lacked nothing 

materially.
b. This was a good Christian couple having everything an 

American family wants.
1) Then Terry's reserve unit was activated for six weeks duty 

in Kuwait.
2) Upon returning to the U.S., Terry was met with a less 

than enthusiastic greeting from his wife.
3) Two days later she told him she wanted a divorce.

c. Terry met with me many times, most of the time with 
uncontrollable tears.
1) She was staying out all night and coming home smelling 

like a tavern.
2) She was staying at a friend’s house with their daughter 

but went out while their daughter was left with the friend.
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3) He heard that she was out with a man and confirmed it by 
catching her in public with him.

4) Two weeks after the divorce was final she moved in with 
the other man.

d. Terry stayed faithful to the Lord for several more months.
1) He moved two hours away from Lisa to try to heal the 

wounds.
2) Lisa got to keep their daughter and fell away from the 

Lord completely.
3) The end result:

a) They lost out materially.
b) Their daughter sees her father on weekends.
c) Both of their souls are in jeopardy and Shelby has no 

Christian influence in her life.
2. 1 cannot imagine anything more painful in a marriage than 

adultery.
a. Infidelity devastates the most intimate parts of the marriage 

relationship:
1) The physical bond shared exclusively between two united 

by God.
2) The deep emotional relationship interwoven between man 

and wife.
3) Trust found in every aspect of intimacy, unity, family and 

future goads.
b. Adultery has caused lives to be ruined, friendships to be lost 

and children to be scarred for life.

DISCUSSION:
I. PHYSICAL ADULTERY.

A. Adultery defined:
1. Vine’s Expository Dictionary: unlawful intercourse with 

the spouse of another.
2. Webster’s: voluntary sexual intercourse with someone 

other than a spouse.
3. Nelson’s Bible Dictionary: willful sexual intercourse with 

someone other than one’s husband or wife.
4. Unger’s Bible Dictionary: to have a sexual relationship 

with a person other than the legal spouse.
5. Thayer’s: to have unlawful intercourse with another’s 

wife.
6. Incidentally, no source defined adultery as covenant 

breaking.
7. Jesus includes those who divorce not for fornication and 

remarry, Matt. 19:9.
a. “Adultery” (v. 19) is a present tense verb indicating a 

continuous state.
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b. The people Jesus described are in a continuing state 
of adultery.

8. So adultery is “unlawful intercourse” and includes those 
who are “unlawfully remarried.”

B. Factors contributing to adultery
1. Uncommitted

a. Keeping divorce as an option.
b. Marrying for the wrong reasons.
c. Not understanding the true meaning of love.

2. Separation
a. Conflicting work schedules, no family time, distance/ 

time: military, job.
b. Not “rendering due benevolence” (1 Cor. 7:1-5).

3. Dissatisfaction stemming from:
a. “Wandering eye” (Matt. 5:28).

1) Not looking at others will lessen one’s desire for 
others.

2) Do not make comparisons of your spouse to 
others.

b. Pornography
1) Who can compete with the cosmetically enhanced?
2) Debauchery is glamorized
3) Deviant conduct normalized
4) Internet threat:

a) More than 3 million pornographic sites on the 
Internet

b) 1,000 new sites added daily
c) 60% of all Internet activity is pornography.
d) 12-17 age group is the largest consumer of 

pornography.
e) Over 40 million people visit pornographic sites 

regularly.
f) Statistics from “The Drug of the New Millen

nium” by Mark B. Kastleman, December 2001.
c. World’s influence

1) Sex on most TV shows: Boy Meets World on 
Disney Channel.

2) Fornication is trivialized; “everyone is doing it,” 
“you are odd if you are not doing it.”

3) Religious groups sanction it: Episcopal Church’s 
gay bishop.

C. God’s view of adultery
1. Under Law of Moses, both participants were sentenced 

to die, Lev. 20:10.
2. God will judge adulterers, Heb. 13:4.
3. Adulterers will not be in Heaven, 1 Cor. 6:9,10.
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D. Influences lending to adultery and fornication are 
permeating our society.

II. INTERSECTION OF PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL 
ADULTERY.
A. God’s lesson to Hosea, Hosea 1-3.

1. God used a physical lesson with Hosea to teach him 
about spiritual adultery.

2. God drew a startling parallel between physical and 
spiritual adultery.

3. He told Hosea to take a wife of whoredoms, Gomer.
a. Not a whore but from the families of fornicators who 

departed from God.
b. As Israel became God’s pure bride when he brought 

them from Egypt
c. God knew Gomer had a great propensity to be an 

adulteress.
4. Gomer gave Hosea a son, Jezreel, whose name means:

“God will scatter” (1:3,4).
a. Jezreel serves a reminder that God would scatter 

Israel for their sins.
b. Gomer had a daughter, Loruhamah or “no mercy” 

(1:6).
c. She is so-named because God will not simply pardon 

Israel in their sin.
d. Gomer’s third child is Loammi or “not my people” 

(1:8,9).
e. Israel lost the privilege of fellowship with God 

because they left him.
f. The text indicates that Jezreel was Hosea’s son, 1:3 

“Gomer...conceived and bare him a son.”
g. Loruhamah and Loammi were not Hosea’s children.

1) There is no reference to Hosea in the conception of 
them, 1:6,8.

2) They were children of whoredoms, 2:4,5.
h. This paints the picture that Israel became nothing 

more than illegitimate children of whoredoms who 
had departed from the Lord.

5. God’s covenant people had left him.
a. Gomer’s whoredom wrecked her marriage with 

Hosea.
b. Israel and Judah’s idolatry and sin had wrecked their 

marriage to God.
c. God considers this adultery as grounds for divorce.

1) “With their idols they have committed adultery”
(Ezek. 23:37).
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2) “Israel committed adultery ...I had put her away” 
(Jer. 3:8).

d. In Hosea 2:6-13 God describes Israel’s adultery.
1) Israel credited all of her physical blessing to her 

false gods.
2) God determined to cut off her blessings until she 

acknowledged her source of sustenance.
e. God describes how he will bring his errant wife back, 

Hosea 2:14-23.
1) He will bring her into the wilderness and humble 

her.
2) He will betroth her to him.
3) He will extend mercy to those who had not 

obtained mercy.
4) He will make them his people who were not his 

people.
5) This corresponds to the illegitimate children’s new 

names.
a) Ruhamah: meaning “obtained mercy”
b) Ammi: meaning “my people”

6) This would be fulfilled in Christ, 1 Peter 1:10.
6. To portray this spiritual reality, God had Hosea buy 

Gomer back, Hosea 3:1.
a. Hosea bought her from her paramour (pimp), 3:2.
b. She came back under Hosea’s protection and 

provision, 3:3.
1) She was required to “abide for” Hosea and leave 

all harlotry.
2) There would be no physical relations between 

them until Hosea was ready to take her back into 
intimacy.

c. Likewise, God would keep Israel sequestered and 
protected until “David their king” would return in the 
latter days, 3:4,5.
1) This would mark their time in captivity until the 

restoration when they would not be able to fully 
keep the Law or desire to worship idols.

2) Afterward, Christ would come and they could seek 
the Lord.

7. This Old Testament example, intersecting physical and 
spiritual adultery, is a graphic picture to mankind as to 
how God feels about our leaving him.

B. The New Testament paints the same portrait.
1. Worldliness is spiritual adultery and sets us at enmity 

with God, James 4:4.
2. Jesus spoke of a generation of adulterous people most of 

whom never committed physical adultery, Matt. 12:38,39
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C. “Faithful” describes both those true to God and those true 
to spouse, Rev. 2:10.

III. SPIRITUAL ADULTERY.
A. The faithful are married to Christ.

1. John the baptizer described Jesus as a bridegroom, John
3:29. "

2. Jesus described himself as a bridegroom, Matt. 9:34,35;
Mark 2:19,20.

3. Paul describes the church as his bride, Eph. 5:23-32.
a. As the bride is to be faithful to the bridegroom, 

Christians are to be faithful to the Lord and obedient 
in all things, Eph. 5:23,24,27.

b. Spiritual adultery is the state an unfaithful Christian 
finds himself in when he is unwilling to repent of his 
sin, James 4:4; 1 John 1:6-9; 5:16.

B. Individual adultery
1. Leaving Christ for the world

a. This is a violation of our marriage vows, James 4:4.
b. No surprise, lukewarmness makes Christ vomit, Rev. 

3:16.
2. Leaving Christ’s word for false doctrine, Rom. 16:17,18.

C. Adultery of churches
1. Entire churches can commit adultery, Rev. 2,3.

a. Tolerating false doctrine, Rev. 2:14,15.
b. Being lukewarm, Rev. 3:15,16
c. Tolerating unrepented sin, 1 Cor. 5:6-8, cf. 5:1-13.
d. Replacing the word of God with doctrines of men, 

Matt. 15:1-12,13.
e. Accepting a false teacher, 2 John 9-11.

2. Apostate churches in the Bible are called to repent. Rev.
2:5,16; 3:19.

D. How does spiritual adultery come about?
1. Uncommitted

a. Unconverted when baptized, Acts 3:19.
b. Not striving against sin, Heb. 12:4.
c. Not yielding to the Lord’s authority in one’s life, 

Matt. 11:28-30.
d. No regard for the mission of preaching the Gospel, 

1 Cor. 9:16.
2. Separation

a. Closer to friends in the world than in the church, 
1 Cor. 15:33.

b. No study or daily prayer. Psalm 119:97, lThess.5:17.
c. Forsaking the assembling together, Heb. 10:25.
d. Disregarding opportunities for extra spiritual 

encouragement.
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3. Dissatisfaction
a. Spiritual pornography is real.

1) Looking to denominations rather than to the Lord, 
Isaiah 29:13.

2) Allowing the world to define religion rather than 
the Word.

3) Comparing the professional entertainment and 
secularism of the denominations to the church.

4) How can the truth compete with this?
5) Only those who love truth will find it, 2 Thess. 

2:10-12.
b. Not satisfied with simple, meaningful worship.

1) Need a more “dynamic church.”
2) Need more motivating lessons and praise times.
3) They need someone to “jump start” them every 

assembly because they are too lazy do it for 
themselves.

c. Not satisfied with the sufficiency of the Word.
1) Simpler teachings, more story telling, less book, 

chapter, verse
2) Desire latter day revelations, Jude 3.

E. As detrimental as physical adultery is to a healthy 
marriage, spiritual adultery is many times more counter
productive to the health of one’s soul.

F. Likewise, the level of pain suffered by the innocent one with 
a fornicating spouse is amplified many times over when the 
Lord endures the spiritual adultery of his blood-purchased 
bride.

IV. REPENTANCE IS THE ONLY WAY BACK.
A. How to repent, Hosea 14:1-3

1. Return to the Lord, v.l.
2. Place appropriate blame: my sin got me here, v.l.
3. Take these words in turning to the Lord, v.2.

a. “Take away all iniquity”
b. “Receive us graciously”
c. This is the sacrifice of our lips.

4. Realize only God can save us, v.3a.
5. Forsake false gods, v.3b.
6. Realize God’s power and graciousness, v.3c.

B. God’s promise, Hosea 14:4.
1. I will heal their backsliding.
2. I will love them freely.
3. My anger will be turned from him.

CONCLUSION:
1. Adultery is a very destructive sin against the home.
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2. No wonder the Lord uses physical adultery to represent forsak
ing God.

3. Fortunately, in either case, repentance is an alternative.
4. Let us teach others to be true to God and not grieve him with 

destructive and damnable conduct that will separate us for 
eternity.

Circumcision 
The Sanctified Life

Tom Snyder

1. To many, verses like 1 Cor. 7:19 and Gal. 6:15 are the most they 
know of circumcision:
a. 1 Cor. 7:19, “Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is 

nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God.”
b. Gal. 6:15, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth 

any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.”
2. Knowing that “circumcision is nothing,” many end their study 

right there.
3. Doing so, one misses out on a rich and rewarding study that 

shows the richness of God’s wisdom.
4. We want to consider a study: Types and Anti-types as it relates 

to: “Circumcision — The Sanctified Life.”

DISC USSIO N:
I. THE COVENANT OF CIRCUMCISION.

A. Historians affirm that the act of circumcision predates
Abraham in both time and place:
1. There is debate as to its purpose or purposes;
2. Some appear to be for use as tribal marks, blood 

shedding, sacrifice.
B. Whatever reasons were used, God took this feeble work and:

1. Gave it to the greatest people;
2. Gave it to the greatest nation;
3. Gave it the grandest of meanings;
4. Gave it lasting importance;
5. Gave it such distinction that the whole world could be 

divided into two groups: circumcision and uncircum
cision — Jew & Gentile.

C. This also made it the source of the early church’s greatest 
threat, Acts 15:1, 24.
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D. Christ pointed out that circumcision came from God, John
7:22.

E. Stephen shows it as a covenant when he speaks of their 
history, Acts 7:1-8.

F. Let us consider this covenant with Abraham, Gen. 17:9-14:
1. It is a covenant for generations to come, v.9;
2. It is a covenant between God and the seed of Abraham, 

v.10;
3. Circumcision was the token of the covenant, v .ll;
4. The extent of the covenant, v.12

a. Males;
b. Seed;
c. Non-seed, but they had to be those of Jewish affinity;

5. Circumcision is the fleshly token of the everlasting 
covenant, v.13;

6. Severity of non-circumcision, v.14
a. Cut off;
b. Covenant broken.

II. THE PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL CONCEPTS OF 
CIRCUMCISION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.
A. What circumcision was not:

1. It could never be a substitution for righteousness, Rom. 
2:8-9;

2. It was never a “punched ticket” for acceptability, Jer. 
9:25-26;

3. It was never to be a source for boasting, Gal. 6:12-14;
4. It was not sole evidence of faithfulness, Rom. 2:28-29.

B. What was circumcision?
1. It was evidence of who they were of Abraham;
2. It was evidence of the covenant they were part of God, 

Rom. 3:1-2;
3. It spoke of a previously existing membership apart from 

God;
4. It spoke of ownership to God;
5. It spoke of separation to God.

C. God used circumcision in spiritual applications:
1. God didn’t want just a race of people. He wanted a 

people that loved Him, Deut. 10:12-17; 30:5-6;
2. Jeremiah foretold of the captivity of this circumcised 

people and what it would take to forestall the fury of 
God, Jer. 4:4;

3. Some have suggested that the Old Law was of the flesh 
and the New Law is of the spirit, but this use of 
circumcision shows otherwise.
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III. WHAT IS CIRCUMCISION TO CHRISTIANS?
A. One of the most trying issues to face the church from 

outside was that of circumcision. Acts 15:1.
B. Those who taught circumcision were troublers and sub

verted, Acts 15:2.
C. But like most false teaching, if it is dealt with properly, it:

1. Allows the opportunity to define true purpose and 
design;

2. Defines true relationships to the issue;
3. Sets forth once and for all times the truth;
4. Creates opportunity to discuss theological relevance and 

make any proper application.
D. Things the New Testament teaches regarding circumcision:

1. Outward circumcision is profitable only with inward 
circumcision of the heart, Rom. 2:25-29, which is 
justification for the Gentile;

2. In the case of Abraham, circumcision was preceded by 
justification and served as a sign of his righteousness he 
believed and was justified and then was circumcised, 
which shows circumcision is not a requirement to 
justification but faith is, Rom. 4:8-13;

3. Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision should be 
sought for faithfulness to God, but the keeping of the 
commandments of God, 1 Cor. 7:18,19;

4. Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails any
thing, but faith does, Gal. 5:6;

5. Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision, but a new 
creature in Christ, Gal. 6:15;

6. There is neither circumcision nor uncircumcision, but we 
are one in Christ, Col. 3:11.

IV. WHAT IS THE TYPE OF CIRCUMCISION?
A. What it is not a type of:

1. Care and caution must be taken in making baptism a 
type of circumcision.
a. Some denominationalists have tried to argue this 

point.
b. Rom. 4:11,12, Paul argues concerning the righteous

ness of Abraham, that his justification came by faith 
prior to circumcision hence circumcision is because he 
was “saved”, it was a token of his “salvation;”

c. If we conclude circumcision is a type of baptism, then 
we could easily conclude the same order: salvation 
first, then baptism “because of” salvation, a mere 
token of our faith or salvation;

d. However, baptism is “for”, “unto” the remission of 
sins, Acts 2:38;
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2. Also, it can be argued, circumcision was a token of a 
prior relationship; the children of Abraham were his 
seed prior to circumcision,
a. Circumcision did not make them this seed;
b. If circumcision is a type of baptism, this same order 

could be advocated: one is a child of God and baptism 
is evidence of this relationship.

B. Circumcision is a type of the sanctified life. Consider the 
major elements which speak of good things to come:
1. Cutting

a. In circumcision of old there was the cutting of the 
flesh, Gal. 6:2;

b. The circumcision of Christ is the cutting off of sin, 
Gal. 2:10-12;

2. Ownership
a. The circumcision of old spoke of a nation belonging to 

God with the blessings promised of God, Ex. 12:48;
b. The circumcision made without hands speaks of 

better ownership, Rom. 12:1-2;
3. Covenant

a. Circumcision was testimony to the covenant God 
made with Abraham and his seed;

b. God has made a covenant with the spiritual Israel in 
that we are children of Abraham by faith in Christ, 
Heb. 8:6-10;

4. Token
a. The evidence of this covenant given to physical Israel 

was that of circumcision, Gen. 17:11;
b. Spiritual circumcision (the sanctified life) is the 

evidence or token of this covenant:
1) It begins with obeying the Gospel;
2) It ends with a faithful life unto the Lord, 2 Tim. 

2:19;
3) It shows the world we belong unto the Lord;

5. All nations
a. Circumcision allowed not only Jews but others from 

other nations to dwell among His people and partake 
of His blessings. Ex. 12:48;

b. The scope of the Gospel, hence this spiritual cir
cumcision, includes all nations, Matt. 28:18-20; Gal. 
3:26-29.

C. The greatness of this new circumcision is seen by way of 
contrast:
1. Under the old, one could be circumcised and belong unto 

the world;
2. This new circumcision is the sanctified life which 

promises the blessings of God.
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CONCLUSION:
1. “For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not 

the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices 
which they offered year by year continually make the comers 
thereunto perfect” (iteb. 10:1).

2. As we consider circumcision of the past, it speaks of good things 
to come which have come.

3. Paul could now contrast the two:
a. One made by hands, Eph. 2:11;
b. One of the heart, Phil. 3:3.

4. We must learn that which so many Jews refused to learn: it is 
not the outward alone that justifies, but the inward:
a. Many boast in having the right name over the door and being 

right in baptism;
b. Yet, their hearts hence their lives, do not and cannot honor 

the name of Christ within the church nor in their act of 
baptism;

c. Circumcisionfor the Jews of old should have spoken of better 
things than they presented to God;

d. Let us remember the sanctified life we are to have in Christ 
Jesus.

Unclean things of the 
LeviticaJ Law 

Unclean things of the 
New Testament

Melvin Sapp

1. Under the Levitical Law, a clear distinction between things 
“clean” and those “unclean” was to be maintained (Lev. 10:10).

2. The Old Testament served as a shadow of the things in the New 
Testament.

3. There are great principles to be learned in comparing the Old 
and the New Testaments (Rom. 15:4).

DISCUSSION:
I. THE UNCLEAN IN THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS:

A. Touching a dead body (Lev. 5:2).
1. Touching the dead body of an unclean beast, cattle, 

creeping thing or a man was to be avoided (vs.2-4).
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2. Violation of the law of the unclean would cause one to be 
cut-off (Lev. 7:19-21).

3. One must be cleansed with the water of separation 
(Num. 19:11-13).

B. Eating certain animals (Lev. 11:4-8).
1. Strict dietary laws forbade rabbit, pork and catfish from 

being eaten.
a. All animals that were not cloven-footed, parted the 

hoof and chewed the cud were unclean (3-8).
b. All marine creatures that did not have fins and scales 

were unclean (vs.9-12).
c. All creeping things that don’t  hop with legs are 

unclean (21-23).
2. To eat an animal that died of itself was prohibited (Lev. 

17:15).
3. Clear distinctions must be maintained between the clean 

and the unclean beasts (20:25-26).
C. A woman after childbirth (Lev. 12:2-5).

1. A mother was unclean for 40 days after delivering a 
male child.

2. The woman could not enter the sanctuary before being 
purified.

3. The mother remained unclean for 80 days after she 
delivered a female child.

D. A disease in the flesh of man or woman.
1. Leprosy is a dreaded, debilitating, and flesh-consuming 

disease (13:14-15).
2. The unclean leper was quarantined until the leprosy 

departed (13:43-46).
3. A “running issue” in either a man or woman was unclean 

(Lev. 15:2-5).
a. Everything touched by the unclean person became 

unclean.
4. Precise regulations were given to remove uncleanness 

for Israel (vs.28-33).

II. UNCLEAN THINGS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT:
A. Fornication:

1. From porneia and refers to illicit sexual intercourse in 
all its forms.
a. In Acts 15:20, the Gentiles were instructed to avoid 

fornication.
b. In 1 Cor. 5:1, a man was to be withdrawn from for 

having illicit sexual relations with his father’s wife.
2. The New Testament attributed fornication to both non- 

Christians and Christians in Corinth (1 Cor. 5:9-11).
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a. The Corinthians were told to flee fornication (1 Cor. 
6:18).

b. To become a saint, fornication must be terminated 
(Eph. 5:3-5).

B. Idolatry:
1. From eidololatria and means one who does service to an 

idol or false god.
2. Idolatry arises from a lack of knowledge of God or a 

rejection of that knowledge (Gal. 4:8-9; Rom. 1:28-32).
3. Anything we elevate above God becomes our idol.

[money, cars, jewelry, clothing, houses, hobbies, sports]
4. Idolatry must be put off just like other works of the flesh

(Col. 3:5-7).
C. Adultery:

1. From moichos denotes one who has unlawful intercourse 
with the spouse of another.
a. Some Corinthians were adulterers before becoming 

saints. Thus, they were in unlawful sexual relation
ships, which had to be terminated (1 Cor. 6:9).

2. In Matt. 19:9, Jesus uses moichao with reference to the 
anticipated unlawful sexual relationship.
a. To divorce and remarry will result in adultery, except 

the cause be fornication.
b. Only the innocent party can put away the guilty 

party and remarry without committing adultery.
c. If the guilty fornicator is allowed to remarry, then 

God encourages fornication and rewards that which 
destroys the home.

d. If one commits adultery while still married, then 
divorces his wife and marries the same person with 
whom he committed adultery, this would turn an 
adulterous affair into an adulterous marriage.

3. Adultery must be terminated whether it is an affair or a 
marriage (1 Cor. 6:9-11).

D. Homosexuality:
1. Effeminate is from malakos and means to be soft to the 

touch. Persons who practice lewdness. It is inclusive of 
males and females.

2. In Romans 1:24-27, “vile” affections is from atimia and 
means passions of dishonor.
a. The Gentiles dishonored their bodies (v.24) and 

practiced passions that were unnatural and 
unseemly.

b. Sodom is infamous for her lewd perversion in “going 
after strange flesh” (Jude 7).

3. Despite the toleration and accommodations of our time, 
judgment will not be kind to this unclean lifestyle.
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E. Covetousness:
1. Covetousness is from epithumeo and is defined as to fix 

the desire upon in a passionate way, whether on things 
good or bad.

2. It is wrong to desire the personal possessions of another 
(Acts 20:33; Rom. 7:7).

3. 1 Tim. 6:10 renders orego as covetousness and is defined 
as to stretch after, or to reach after.

4. We are warned against covetousness in Luke 12:15.
5. Avoiding covetousness is not the absence of industry, but 

honoring God as giver of every good and perfect gift 
(James 1:17).

F. Drunkenness:
1. Drunkenness is from methuo and means to be drunk 

with wine. To mull over wine.
2. Methusko means to “grow drunk with wine” (Lk. 12:45).
3. Jesus turned water into oinos wine that was not 

intoxicating (John 2:2-10).
a. Wine can be either fermented or unfermented, the 

context must determine.
b. Jesus gave the wine to his neighbors, but not the 

kind of wine that would cause Him to violate 
Habakkuk 2:15.

c. The wine was good in quality, not in alcoholic 
content.

d. The people had well drunk or consumed sufficient 
amounts to satisfy their taste buds.

e. They were not well drunk or intoxicated.
f. Had they been drunk, they would not have been able 

to discern the good wine from the poorer quality of 
wine.

G. Lasciviousness: (Gal. 5:19-21).
1. Derived from the Greek word aselgeia and is defined by

Vine as excess, absence of restraint, public indecency or 
shameless conduct.

2. Aselgia is translated in the KJV as “lasciviousness” six 
times, as “wantonness” twice and as “filthy” once.

3. This conduct is often connected with reveling or wild 
drinking parties where unchaste bodily movements are 
engaged in under the guise of dancing (1 Peter 4:3-4).

4. The fadish “dirty dancing” certainly falls under this 
category.

H. Witchcraft:
1. From pharmakia and means to charm through drugs or 

“magic” words.
a. To appeal to the occult powers.
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b. Empty claims of power to influence and affect the 
future (Lev. 19:31; 20:27).

2. Simon had “bewitched” the people of Samaria that he 
was the power of God (Acts 8:9-11).

3. Roots, voodoo, black magic, psychics, palm readers, 
fortune-tellers, and astrologers are practicing witchcraft.

I. Corrupt Speaking: (Eph. 4:25,29).
1. Lying is to tell an untruth for the purpose of deceiving 

(v.25).
2. Uncontrolled speech that harms instead of edifying is 

condemned (v.29).
3. Speaking with bitterness is to communicate a spirit of 

extreme hatred (v.31).
4. All mean, caustic and malicious conversation must be 

put-off by the Christian (v.32).

CONCLUSION:
1. To be unclean is to do that which defiles, corrupts, perverts and 

abominates.
2. The law of God, under which we live, is designed to cleanse us 

from every defilement of the flesh and spirit (2 Cor. 7:1).
3. The Gospel of Jesus Christ will purify us today (1 Peter 1:22-25).

Surrender To Babylon 
Surrender To Christ

Jer. 27:12-18

Charles Blair

1. The nation of Israel divided after the death of Solomon. The 
northern kingdom became known as Israel while the southern 
kingdom was known as Judah.

2. Jeroboam led the northern kingdom into idolatry. At a given 
point in time, God could no longer salvage the nation and He 
allowed the Assyrians to come in and take the nation into 
captivity, out of their land.

3. Judah, in time, followed the same path with God promising to 
bring the Babylonians and use them to punish His people.

4. Our study looks at the efforts of Jeremiah to get God’s people to 
accept the coming judgment. Had the people listened to 
Jeremiah and surrendered to Babylon, many lives may have 
been spared.
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5. Our attention in this study is to call upon us to submit to Christ 
in order to save our spiritual lives. May God bless our study 
together.

DISCUSSION:
I. CONDITIONS IN JUDAH WHICH LED TO THE JU D G 

MENT OF GOD:
A. Manasseh was one of the kings of Judah which contributed 

greatly to the demise of the nation.
1. He went after the practice of the heathens. 2 Kings 21:2
2. He built back the altars of Baal, which his father Heze- 

kiah had destroyed and he worshipped the hosts of 
heaven. 2 Kings 21:3

3. He sacrificed his own children to false gods. 2 Kings 21:6
4. He filled Jerusalem with innocent blood. 2 Kings 21:16 

(see Jer. 2:30).
5. God promised because of the sins of this man that He 

would wipe Jerusalem like a man wiping a dish and 
turning it upside down. 2 Kings 21:12,13

B. Amon, the son of Manasseh came to throne and continued 
in the path of the broad way leading the nation with him.
1. He did just like his father. 2 Kings 21:20,21
2. He forsook God and refused to live as God would have 

him live, v.22
C. Josiah, his son, came to the throne and made changes to 

bring the people back to God.
D. After this great revival under Josiah, the leadership fell to 

his son, Jehoiakim. Johoiakim went back to the old ways of 
rebellion against God. He is followed by Johoiachin and 
finally Zedekiah.

II. JEREMIAH DID HIS WORK DURING THE REIGNS OF
THESE KINGS STARTING WITH JOSIAH.
A. Josiah was on the throne when God called him to do his 

work. Jer. 1:2
B. Jeremiah felt inadequate to the task at hand. Jer. 1:6
C. Many innocent people, including prophets, had been killed 

since the days of Manasseh. Jer. 2:30
D. His work centered around getting Judah back to a proper 

relationship with God. Jer. 4:1
E. Upon his death, the last vestige of hope began to die and 

Jeremiah lamented the death of this good man. 2 Chron. 
35:25

F. The kings who followed were no friends to Jeremiah and his 
work was all uphill from the death of Josiah.
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III. THE 2Th CHAPTER OF JEREMIAH CENTERS ON THE 
COMING OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR AND THE CALL TO 
SURRENDER:
A. Zedekiah sought to make an alliance with Edom, Moab, 

Ammon, Tyrus and Zidon. Jer. 27:3
1. The purpose of this alliance was to unite together so they 

could defeat the coming Babylonians.
B. God sent a message using Jeremiah.

1. God wanted Jeremiah to wear a yoke around his neck as 
a symbol that Judah would wear a yoke because of 
Babylon. Jer. 27:2

2. God declared, through Jeremiah, that God had given all 
these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar. Jer. 27:6

3. Resisting would be futile since this thing was from God.
4. Nebuchadnezzar is called here the servant of the Lord.

a. A commentary by a Mr. E. M. Zerr states about this 
verse the following.

b. “My servant does not refer to his personal life for he 
was a heathen and had many grievous faults. It 
refers to the service he was called upon to render to 
God in his great plan of nations.” page 67

5. God declares “all nations” will serve him (Nebuchad
nezzar). Jer. 27:7

C. The prophet Habakkuk saw Judah from the view of 
violence, strife and contention.
1. Why would God allow this to go on; why would God not 

respond and do something about the evil in Judah 
(Habakkuk 1:1-3).

2. God responds by telling Habakkuk that God will use the 
Chaldeans (Babylonians) to answer the sins of Judah 
(Habakkuk 1:6).

3. The prophet cannot understand why God will use the 
Babylonians to devour those who are more righteous 
than they (Habakkuk 1:13).

D. All who do not submit to Nebuchadnezzar would be 
destroyed by the sword, famine, and pestilence (Jer. 27:8).

IV. THE EFFORTS AGAINST JEREMIAH TO KEEP THE 
PEOPLE FROM SUBMITTING TO THE BABYLONIANS:
A. Jeremiah warns, do not listen to the false things of men.

1. There were prophets, dreamers, enchanters, and 
sorcerers.

2. They gave a false message. Jer. 27:9
3. All today who preach another Gospel stands in the same 

company.
B. Jeremiah speaks for God and tells them to submit to

Babylon. Jer. 27:12
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1. If they would submit, then they could live.
2. If they refused, then destruction was coming.

C. A false prophet named Hananiah now comes on the scene. 
Jer. 28:1
1. He tells the people that in two short years their disposed 

king, Jehoiachin, will be returned from Babylon along 
with the things taken from the temple in the earlier 
raids by Nebuchadnezzar. Jer. 28:2-4

2. Now note the fate of this particular false prophet!
a. He will die because he taught rebellion against the 

Lord. Jer. 28:16,17
b. Any person who argues against God and His com

mands, judgments or wisdom will teach rebellion.

V. BABYLON AND JUDAH:
A. Judah had to be punished for all the sins they had 

committed. 2 Kings 21:13
B. God could not go back on His Word because He does not lie.

Heb. 6:18; Titus 1:2
C. Like the prophet Habakkuk, we are made to wonder, why 

the Babylonians?
D. While in Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar will have a dream about 

a great image. He would be the head of gold of that image. 
Daniel 2:37

E. There would arise an inferior kingdom (Medes and 
Persians) v.39.

F. Still yet another kingdom after that, the Greeks.
G. During the days of the fourth kingdom, Rome, God would 

set up a kingdom which would never be destroyed.
H. Nebuchadnezzar could not be just some brigand or robber. 

He had to be one whom all nations submitted to in order for 
this prophecy to have meaning.

I. The kingdom of God would break in pieces all these 
kingdoms (Babylonians, Persians, Greeks and Romans); i.e., 
the kingdom of God would go into all the known world.
Col. 1:23

J. The Babylonians were not more righteous than the Jews. 
They were the instrument of God to punish His people and 
to prepare the way for the coming of the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ.

VI. ONE MUST SUBMIT TO CHRIST IN ORDER TO LIVE
SPIRITUALLY:
A. Jesus is the image of the invisible God. Col. 1:15
B. He is the prophet of whom Moses spoke. Deut. 18:15
C. The church is His kingdom. Matt. 16:18,19
D. All must bow before His rule. Phil. 2:10,11; 1 Peter 3:15
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1. He will smite the earth with the rod of His mouth 
(preaching of the gospel, Isa. 11:4; Rom. 1:16; Eph. 6:17).

E. We obey the Gospel and become alive unto God by that 
obedience. Rom. 6:1-11

F. All who fail to obey the Lord will be lost eternally. Heb. 5:9

VII. THE APPLICATION TO OUR TIMES:
A. What would have happened to those in Judah who failed to 

respond to God’s call to surrender to the Babylonians?
1. Would it not be evidence of the rejection of the will of 

God?
B. What then today of those who reject the Christ? 2 Thess. 

1:8,9; 2 Peter 2:20,21
C. Submit and live; resist and die, the choice is ours.

The Tower Of babel 
Pentecost And Following

Walter Pigg

1. Theme of Lectures: Types and Antitypes.
a. Antitype: “1. Something that is foreshadowed by a type or 

symbol, as a New Testament event prefigured in the Old 
Testament. 2. An opposite type.” —Webster

b. Tower of Babel — Pentecost and Afterward, qualify as a type 
and antitype in the sense of being opposites.

c. The two serve as a contrast. They are opposites.
2. We shall discuss the Tower of Babel and show the opposite 

condition from Pentecost onward.

DISCUSSION:
I. THE TOWER OF BABEL AND ITS BACKGROUND.

A. Scriptural record in Genesis 11:1-9.
1. There are many traditions about the Tower of Babel.

a. Said to be blown down by the wind.
b. Fire fell from heaven and split the tower.
c. The tower was built for idol worship.
d. It was built for protection in case of another flood.

B. The beginning of Nimrod’s kingdom included Babel [Greek 
Babylon. Gen. 10:10].
1. Nimrod “began to be a mighty one in the earth” (Gen.

9:8). . ..
2. “He was a mighty hunter before the Lord” (Gen. 10:9).
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a. “Nimrod” is derived from Hebrew marad, to rebel.
b. “Eastern traditions make him a man of violent, 

lawless habits, a rebel against God, and an usurper 
of boundless authority over his fellow-men, at whose 
instigation men began building the tower of Babel” 
(F. C. Cook).

II. THE TOWER OF BABEL DISCUSSED IN DETAIL.
A. The following is the biblical record of the Tower of Babel as

recorded in Genesis 11:1-9, and a verse by verse discussion.
1. V.l: “And the whole earth was o f one language, and of 

one speech. ”
a. Some believe the language was Hebrew, since there 

are many Hebrew names of places.
b. Aramaic, Hebrew, Arabic are said to have developed 

from the Semitic language.
2. V.2: “And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the 

east, that they found a plain in the land ofShinar; and 
they dwelt there. ”
a. This was in the area of Babylon.

3. V.3: “And they said one to another. Go to, let us make 
brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick for 
stone, and slime had they for mortar. ”
a. This is an example of unity in sin, rather than in 

righteousness, which can come about only through 
Christ and his Gospel.

4. V.4: “And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a 
tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make 
us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of 
the whole earth. ”
a. Let “us” build “us” a city and a tower whose top may 

reach heaven.
1) From this, it appears they have in mind making 

themselves great.
2) God’s disapproval implies evil in their minds.
3) The kind of unity they evidenced was not what 

God wanted.
4) It was being built on the minds of men, not the 

Lord.
b. Let “us” make “us” a name.

1) A desire for their own preeminence and not God’s.
2) Names made for themselves by men will not 

stand.
3) Making a name for self has been the downfall of 

many.
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a) This is a great problem among preachers. They 
aren’t building a tower of brick, but of preeminence.

b) Preacher at FHC: “I’m going to make a name 
for myself among the brethren.” I haven’t 
heard of him since.

4) People will work against many difficulties to 
make a name.

c. Lest we be scattered upon the face of the whole earth.
1) This was in direct conflict with God’s plan for 

different nations.
2) “And hath made of one blood all nations o f men 

for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath 
determined the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation” {Acts 17:26).

3) Noah and his seed were to replenish the earth 
(Gen. 9:1).

4) They were united in Babel but in opposition to 
God’s plan.

5. V.5: “And the Lord came down to see the city and the 
tower, which the children of men builded.”
a. The Lord is not unmindful of men’s actions, and they 

will eventually have to come face to face with God.
b. God came not just to see the city and the tower, but 

the rebellion and pride of a sinful people.
6. V.6: “And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and 

they all have one language; and this they begin to do; and 
now nothing will be restrained from them, which they 
have imagined to do. ”
a. Here is a great example of unity — but unity in sin 

and rebellion.
1) What strength the devil has in unity in evil.

b. If not restrained in their evil endeavor in unity, they 
would be encouraged to go even farther in their sins.

c. Sin is so often progressive — it grows.
1) When one evil is adopted, the way is opened for 

another.
2) We are seeing the increase of sin within the Lord’s 

church.
3) At first, some denominational practices were 

adopted by some of our brethren.
4) With the passing of time, many practices have 

been adopted:
a) Entertainment, false worship, dangerous 

versions, feeding those who are not in the 
benevolent class, choruses, instrumental 
music, church sponsored weight loss and 
financial management programs, and others.
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5) Now, many brethren are not restrained from 
doing whatever far-out thing that happens to 
cross their minds.

7. V.7: “Go to, let us go down, and there confound their 
language, that they may not understand one another’s 
speech. ”
a. God has intervened by confounding their language, 

putting a check on their work of rebellion.
1) In our time, God may give people over to “a

reprobate mind” to do whatever evil they choose. 
But man shall give account.

8. V.8: “So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence 
upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the 
city. ”
a. God carried out His plan in spite of the people’s 

rebellion.
1) God will ultimately prevail, whether or not submit 

to him.
9. V.9: “Therefore is the name o f it call Babel; because the 

Lord did there confound the language of all the earth; 
and from thence did the Lord scatter them abroad upon 
the face of all the earth. ”
a. The unity in disobedience only worsened the error.
b. The scattering of the people over all the earth and 

the confounding of their language would not prevent 
making possible the unity which God intended, and 
that is, through Christ.

III. GOD’S PLAN FOR UNITY FROM PENTECOST AND 
ONWARD.
A. God gives proof and pledge of unity of faith on Pentecost of 

Acts 2.
1. The Holy Spirit enabled the apostles to overcome the

“confounded” languages;
a. They spoke with other tongues [languages] so that all 

could hear.
b. The prophet Joel had said, “And it shall come to pass 

in the last days, saith God, I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all flesh” (Acts 2:16-17).

c. Peter said with regard to baptism and forgiveness of 
sins, “For the promise is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as 
the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2:39).

B. God’s plan for unity in the faith evidenced beyond 
Pentecost.
1. Someone described Babel and Zion as follows:

a. Confusion, division, dispersion.
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b. Gathering the despised, uniting the divided, 
restoring order to the confused.

2. The goal of the Christian dispensation is unity according 
to God’s plan.

3. National distinction broken down to bring about Christ’s 
universal church.
a. Philip went down to Samaria and preached Christ to 

them and men and women were baptized (Acts 8:5, 
12, 14).

b. Philip baptized the Ethiopian (Acts 8:38).
c. The conversion of Cornelius and his household 

opened the way for the Gentiles (Acts 10).
d. Jew and Gentile were to become one in Christ (Eph. 

2:13-14).
e. There is now only “one faith” (Eph. 4:5).

4. Abiding in the “doctrine of Christ” is the basis of 
acceptance for all with God.
a. “Whosoever transgresseth and abideth not in the 

doctrine o f Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in 
the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the 
Son” (2 John 9).

5. Salvation is only in Christ. “Neither is there salvation in 
any other: for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved "(Acts 4:12). 
a. “All spiritual blessings” are “in Christ” (Eph. 1:3).

C. Evidence of God’s plan for unity before Pentecost.
1. Abraham looked for a city whose “builder and maker is 

God” (Heb. 11:10), but that city was not Babel.
2. The prophets spoke of a singular kingdom (Isa. 2:2-3; 

Dan. 2:44).
3. Genesis 3:15 has reference to the salvation which would 

come through the seed of Abraham, and would be for all 
nations.

4. Christ prayed to the Father that all who would believe 
on him (Christ) would be one as he and the Father are 
one (John 17:20-21).

5. Christ died for “all men” (Heb. 2:9).
6. The church, of which Christ is the “head” and “savior,” 

was in the mind of God eternally (Eph. 3:10-11).

CONCLUSION:
1. “Towers” are still being built today, in defiance of God’s plan for 

unity in “the faith.”
a. One of those “towers” is the religion of men, with all its 

baggage, in which nearly all the so-called Christians believe.
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1) All these towers (plants] will be rooted up, just as the 
building of the tower of Babel was brought to a halt 
(cf. Matt. 13:15).

2) Yet, some of our own are falling for this error of men.
b. Another of these “towers” is the reliance on the wisdom of 

men (1 Cor. 1:21), rather than on the Truth of God.
c. Another tower is the pleasing of men instead of God. From 

this all sorts of errors flow.
2. The only way to have the unity which God intended among 

people is to accept God’s plan, asset forth in His all-sufficient 
word.
a. The means for God-approved unity are available. It is up to 

men to accept the same.
b. As professed Christians, we have an urgent responsibility to 

get back to the “old paths” of God’s way, and maintain that 
unity which pleases God.

3. There are various examples in God’s word of what we should not 
be. One which stands out as a powerful example is that of the 
builders of the Tower of Babel.

4. The Gospel of Christ is, and always will be, “the power of God 
unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16).
a. It is the only means by which true unity can be achieved, but 

it will work when accepted in sincerity by men.

Idolatry
Covetousness

</. C. Watkins

1. Idolatry is oft condemned in both the Old and New Testaments.
a. God told the children of Israel, “Ye shall make you no idols 

nor proven imape, neither rear you up a standinp imape, 
neither shall ye set up any imape o f stone in your land, to bow 
down unto it: for I am the Lord your God” (Lev. 26:1).

b. In giving the Ten Commandments, He forbad them to 
worship idols (Exodus 20:3-5).

2. In the New Testament we read, “For this ye know, that no 
whoremonper, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an 
idolater, hath anv inheritance in the kinpdom of Christ and of 
God”{Fph. 5:5). ’
a. We notice in this verse that a covetous man is an idolater.
b. Therefore, one who is covetous is an idolater and can’t go to 

heaven!
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3. Idolatry and covetousness is one and the same thing according 
to the Scriptures and severely condemned by the Scriptures.

4. Idolatry plagued Old Testament Israel and it can plague New 
Testament Israel today!

DISCUSSION:
I. IDOLATRY OF OLD TESTAMENT ISRAEL.

A. God called Moses to the top of Mt. Sinai and gave him the 
words recorded in Exodus 20-23.
1. The Scripture tells us, “And Moses came and told the 

people all the words of the Lord, and all the judgments: 
and all the people answered with one voice, and said, All 
the words which the Lord hath said will we do "(Exodus 
24:3).

2. But very quickly after saying they would obey all God
said, Israel began to worship a golden calf. Exodus 
32:1-10. '
a. God had richly blessed Israel and they used some of 

the very things He blessed them with to become 
idolaters (Exodus 12:35-36).

b. The jewelry they had received from the Egyptians 
was used to make the golden calf as we have already 
read from Exodus 32:1-4.

3. God told Moses that the people had corrupted them
selves (Exodus 32:8).
a. Making the golden calf was a sin against God and the 

tables of stone were broken (Deut. 9:12-17).
4. Israel forgot their creator, God, and they made a molten 

image to worship (Psalm 106:19-21).
a. When Aaron declared a feast day, the people rose up 

early and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings 
(Exodus 32:6).

b. The apostle Paul classified what they did as idolatry 
(1 Cor. 10:7).
1) Paul taught the Corinthians that these things 

were examples for them not to be like Old 
Testament Israel and become idolaters (1 Cor. 
10:6).

2) Stephen refers to the golden calf as an idol. “And 
they made a calf in those days, and offered 
sacrifice unto the idol, and rejoiced in the works o f 
their own hands" (Acts 7:41).

B. Scripture clearly shows the folly of idol worship (Psalm 
115:4-8).
1. The folly of idolatry is seen in what Paul said concerning 

eating of meats that had been offered to idols. “As 
concerning therefore the eating of those things that are
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offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is 
nothing in the world, and there is none other God but 
one”(I Cor. 8:4).

2. Further he says, “What say I  then? that the idol is 
anything, or that which is offered in sacrifice is any 
thing?”(l Cor. 10:19)

C. It brought the punishment of death upon those who were 
guilty of Idolatry (Deut. 17:2-7).

II. IDOLATRY AND COVETOUSNESS.
A. “Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; 

fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupi
scence, and covetousness, which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5).

B. What may be coveted?
1. Gold and silver (Joshua 7:21).
2. Another Man’s wife (Exodus 20:17).

a. David was guilty of covetousness in his desire for 
Bathsheba. 2 Samuel 11:2-5
1) His covetousness of another man’s wife led him to 

commit murder in having Uriah killed in battle 
(2 Samuel 11:14-15,24).

2) His actions caused the life of his child with 
Bathsheba to be taken (2 Samuel 12:13, 18-19).

3. Another person’s possessions (Exodus 20:17).
a. Ahab coveted Naboth’s vineyard (1 Kings 21:1-4).

1) His covetousness led his wife, Jezebel, to plot 
against Naboth and have him stoned so Ahab 
could have his vineyard!

2) 1 Kings 21:25-26 points out that Ahab worked 
wickedness in following idols.

III. THE EXAMPLES OF IDOLATRY AND COVETOUSNESS 
SERVE AS WARNINGS FOR NEW TESTAMENT ISRAEL.
A. We have already noted that a covetous man is an idolater 

and cannot inherit the kingdom of Christ and of God (Eph. 
5:5).

B. Paul warned the Corinthians against being like Old 
Testament Israel (1 Cor. 10:6-11).

C. Christ warned concerning covetousness (Luke 12:13-15).
1. Paul taught New Testament Israel, “But fornication, and

all uncleanness, let it not be once named among you, as 
becometh saints” (Eph. 5:3).
a. He warned Timothy concerning covetousness (1 Tim. 

6:9-11).
b. The writer of Hebrews declares, “Let your conversa

tion be without covetousness; and be content with
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such things as ye have: for he hath said, I  will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5).

D. Elders in the Lord’s church are not to be covetous (1 Tim. 
3:5; Titus 1:5).

E. Christians are not to keep company with the covetous 
(1 Cor. 5:9-11).

IV. THE EFFECT OF COVETOUSNESS.
A. It causes one to be cruel and oppressive (Micah 2:1-2).
B. It makes one miserable in his life (Prov. 1:10-19).
C. It caused Judas to betray Christ for thirty pieces of silver 

(Matt. 26:14-16).
D. It caused Ananias and Sapphira to lie to the Holy Spirit 

(Acts 5:1-10).

V. COVETOUSNESS IS IDOLATRY AND WILL BE 
PUNISHED.
A. God’s wrath pronounced on Israel for idolatry (Jer. 

16:10-13).
B. Idolaters will be condemned to eternal punishment. “But 

the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, 
and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimstone: which is the second death” (Rev. 
21:8).

C. The wrath of God will be upon them and they will never 
enter in through the gates into the city (Rev. 22:14-15).

CONCLUSION:
1. Old Testament Israel forgot God and became guilty of 

covetousness and idolatry.
a. During Manasseh’s reign, he did evil in leading Israel in 

idolatry (2 Chron. 33:1-10).
1) When he was made to realize the error of his way, he 

humbled himself before God and learned that the Lord is 
God (2 Chron. 33:11-13).

2) By humbling himself before God, he took the strange god’s 
and idols out of the house of the Lord and returned to 
worshiping the God of heaven (2 Chron. 33:14-16).

2. The Lord’s church today, as New Testament Israel, needs to 
learn the great lesson that covetousness and idolatry brought 
God’s condemnation on Old Testament Israel.
a. New Testament Israel, must be like Manasseh in humbling 

ourselves before God, understanding that the Lord is God, 
and casting out any semblance of covetousness and idolatry 
lest we come under God’s wrath like Israel did!
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1) God abandoned Old Testament Israel because of their 
covetousness and idolatry.

2) The New Testament teaches that God abandons all who 
refuse to know Him as God and turn to covetousness and 
idolatry (Rom. 1:26-32).

3. New Testament Israel must refrain from covetousness and 
idolatry, “For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean 
person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God” (Eph. 5:5)!

Joshua
Christ
Rick Knoll

1. The apostle Paul explained that the things written aforetime 
were written for our learning. Rom. 15:4

2. The study of types and antitypes helps us to further understand 
Bible truth.
a. Type would be the negative.
b. Antitype would be the developed photo.

3. Joshua is not expressly mentioned in the New Testament as a 
type of Christ; yet, he is a very eminent one, as we will attempt 
to show.

DISCUSSION:
I. A BRIEF LOOK AT JOSHUA.

A. Names.
1. Oshea means save or salvation. Numbers 13:8
2. Changed by Moses to Jehoshua/Joshua means he shall 

save. Numbers 13:16; 14:6
3. He shared our Saviour’s name.

a. Joshua in Hebrew = Jesus in Greek.
b. See Acts 7:45; Hebrews 4:8

B. Some important events in Joshua’s life.
1. First mentioned in the battle against Amalek. Exodus

17:9-14 ’
2. Identified as Moses’ servant as they went up to receive 

God’s law on Mt. Sinai. Exodus 24:13
3. Present in the tabernacle as Moses and the Lord spoke 

face to face. Exodus 33:11
4. He was one of the twelve spies sent to spy out Jericho. 

Numbers 13:8, 16; 14:6
a. Of the twelve spies, only he and Caleb call upon the 

people to go and take the land. Numbers 14:6-9
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b. People threaten to stone them. Numbers 14:10
c. People punished for their sin. Numbers 14:26-38

C. Joshua was given a command by God.
1. Go. Joshua 1:2b

a. Promise from God. Joshua 1:5
b. Do not depart from the book of law. Joshua 1:8-9
c. Proved himself faithful.

2. Joshua’s faithfulness proven.
a. Leads Israel across the Jordan River. Joshua 3:14

4:1
1) Time of year the river was swollen.
2) Caused hearts to melt. Joshua 5:1

b. Joshua circumcised the children of Israel. Joshua 5:2
1) Reason for command. Joshua 5:4-7
2) They keep the Passover. Joshua 5:9-12

c. Jericho is destroyed. Joshua 6:Iff
d. Others are destroyed as well. Joshua 11:18-23; 12:24
e. Land divided among the tribes. Joshua 13-22:34

D. Joshua exhorts the children of Israel to faithfulness. Joshua 
23:lff
1. History of how God has delivered them and kept His 

word.
2. Joshua dies at the age of 110 years old. Joshua 24:29

a. Beginning of the wilderness wandering, 45 years old.
b. Beginning the conquest of the land, 85 years old.

II. HOW JOSHUA IS A TYPE OF CHRIST.
A. He bore our Saviour’s name.

1. Joshua in Hebrew is Jesus in the Greek.
2. Called Jesus in Acts 7:45; Hebrews 4:8

B. Joshua taught all of the people. Joshua 8:32-35
1. Jesus taught the people.

a. With authority. Matt. 7:29
b. Daily. Luke 19:47

C. Joshua rebuked those who sinned. Joshua 7:lff
1. Jesus rebuked those who sinned.

a. Changers of money. John 2:13-17
b. Scribes and Pharisees. Matt. 23:lff

D. Joshua had the proper faith (obedient).
1. Jesus had the proper faith.

a. Learned. Heb. 5:8
b. Even obedient unto death. Phil. 2:8; Matt. 26:39

E. Joshua was a leader of the Israelites.
1. He led as a shepherd. Numbers 27:16-19

a. Jesus identified as the good shepherd. John 10:14
2. He led the Israelites into the Promised Land.

a. Jesus leads us into the Promised Land of Heaven.
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b. John 14:1-4; 2 Peter 1:11
F. Joshua was the agent of grace (Rahab) and condemnation 

(nations of Canaan).
1. Jesus is:

a. Saviour. Luke 2:11; 1 John 4:14
b. Judge. John 5:30; 2 Tim. 4:1

G. Joshua saves God’s people from Canaanites.
1. Jesus saves them from their sins. Matt. 1:21

III. LESSONS TO BE RETAINED.
A. God does not lie. Heb. 6:18; Titus 1:2

1. God promised the Israelites a land that flowed with milk 
and honey. Exodus 3:8
a. God delivered on His promise. Joshua 23:14

2. God promises us life eternal. Rom. 5:21; 6:23
B. We must take advantage of opportunities. Gal. 6:10 

1. Will require action on our part.
a. Joshua was called and obeyed.
b. Jesus was about His father’s business. Luke 2:49

C. Faithfulness is required if we are to reach the promised 
rest.
1. The apostle Paul declared such. 2 Tim. 4:6-8
2. Even to the point of death. Rev. 2:10

CONCLUSION:
1. God has given us all we need that pertains to life and godliness.

2 Peter 1:3
2. Judgement will be based on our obedience. 2 Cor. 5:10
3. What the type / antitype teach us.

a. Joshua, the type, said, “...ns for me and my house, we will 
serve the LORD. "Joshua 24:15

b. Jesus, the antitype, said, “...for it is written, Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. ” 
Matt. 4:10

The Valley Of Hinnom 
Gehenna

Jared Knoll

1. In September of 1998, my wife and I were privileged to attend 
this lectureship. Within a year from that time I was to be a 
student in the school of preaching and it was the first time that 
I had been to Pensacola.
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2. Since I was soon to move to Pensacola, I was paying attention to 
the sights and sounds as one might expect. That first trip is the 
one that has such an impact on our perception of a new place.

3. Using my five senses I was taking it all in, until one of those 
senses was highly offended. Driving down highway 29 just north 
of Pensacola I smelled the most horrid odor (perhaps you have 
experienced the same offense).

4. From that time on, Cantonement has been etched in our minds 
and my wife and I often compare foul odors to the paper mill 
just up the road.

5. We do such as that all the time with so many things and in so 
many ways. We associate one thing with another thing. This 
was done many years ago when a detestable place was given to 
gain a conception of the eternal abode of the wicked. This is the 
course of study for this lecture.

DISCUSSION:
I. THE VALLEY OF THE SON OF HINNOM.

A. We begin our investigation of this study with an overview 
of the type.

B. The name of the valley.
1. This valley is first mentioned in Joshua 15:8 as “Valley 

of Hinnom” and “Valley of the Son of Hinnom.”
a. From the Hebrew, “ge”— valley and “hinnom” — 

“beautiful or abundant” but also came to mean 
“groaning, moaning or wailing.”

b. Many speculate that it derived this name from an 
ancient hero, perhaps a Jebusite, which lived there. 
The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia refers 
to it as a “patronymic” (a name derived from the 
name of a father or ancestor).

c. This name is found some 13 times in the Old 
Testament (Josh. 15:8; 18:16; 2 Kings 23:10; 2 Chron. 
283; 33:6; Neh. 1130; Jer. 7:31,32; 19:2,6; 32:35).

2. It is also referred to by the name Tophet or Topheth.
a. From the Hebrew “topheth” which means “alter”; 

“place of burning; fire-stove; fire-place.”
b. This name was applied more appropriately to a 

high-place within the valley where sacrifice to Molech 
was offered.

c. This name is found nine times in the Old Testament 
(2 Kings 23:10; Jer. 7:31,32; 19:6,11-14).

3. Jeremiah also called it “the valley of slaughter” (Jer.
7:32; 19:6).
a. This was a prophecy of eminent punishment of the 

Jews.
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b. This name has the underlying connotation of retri
bution.

C. Geographical location of the Valley.
1. This valley was located on the south to southeastern side 

of Jerusalem (Josh 18:16). It connects to the Kidron 
Valley at the southeast corner of Jerusalem near the 
base of the Mount of Offense (so called because tradition 
claims the house of Caiaphas, where the Jews resolved 
to put Jesus to death, was on the mount).

2. It served as a border between the allotments of Judah 
and Benjamin (Josh 15:1,8; 18:11,16).

3. The walls of the valley are spotted with seplechural 
recesses, most of which are ill-preserved and quite old 
amounting to “small gloomy caves, with narrow rock- 
hewn doorways.”

4. The valley bed is, when able to be cultivated, planted 
with olive and fruit trees.

D. The history of the Valley of Hinnom.
1. Prior to the conquest of Israel under the command of 

Joshua, there is no record of the history of the valley, 
though the Caananite tribe of the Jebusites dwelled in 
and about Jerusalem.

2. The history with which we are aquatinted is not 
renowned, but rather appalling.
a. Of the 22 mentions as either Topheth or Hinnom, five 

are neither good or bad, merely referred to as 
property boundaries (Josh. 15:18; 18:16; Neh. 11:30).

b. The remaining 17 references are all of a deplorable 
nature.

3. In its history, it was a place to worship Molech (2 Kings
23:10; 2 Chron. 28:3; 33:6; Jer. 7:31,32; Jer. 32:35).
a. Introduced by Solomon (1 Kings 11:7), Israel con

tinued to worship Molech till the days of Josiah 
(2 Kings 23:10,14).

b. Molech was the fire-god or sun-god of the Ammonites 
and essentially identical to Chemosh of the Moabites. 
His name might appear as Malcom, Melgart, Milcom, 
or Moloch or even Baal (which was commonly used in 
Palestine as a general name meaning “Lord”).

c. A statue was created in Hinnom made of brass and 
with outstretched arms to lay the sacrifice upon so it 
could fall to the fire below.

d. As the sun-god or fire-god, all offerings were made by 
fire. While ancient sources mention food and drink, 
birds and animals, many are the humans that were 
offered.

e. Most often recorded is the offerings of small children.
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1) Offering one’s first-born was the ultimate 
sacrifice.

2) Generally, this was practiced during hard times.
3) Most often they were offered alive as Diodorus 

gives an account of relatives caressing the infants 
in an attempt to prevent crying.

4) In the “graveyard” archeological work has dis
covered remains of such sacrifices. The examina
tion of which revealed most of the victims to be 
young children but up to 12 years old.

5) Some of the “graveyards” had totals in the 
thousands whose ashes and remains were buried 
in urns.

f. Israel practiced such in the valley of Hinnom, but not 
to God’s pleasure or ordination (Jer. 7:31; 32:35 — it 
never entered into the heart of God to command such 
practices).

4. The worship of Molech was halted by Josiah as he defiled 
the Valley of Hinnom.
a. The last good king of Judah, cleansed the land, 

opened the temple doors and caused the law to be 
read (2 Kings 22,23).

b. In the cleansing, he “defiled Topheth” (2 Kings 23:10
14). This was probably done by depositing the filth of 
the city in the valley. After the exile, in particular, 
the Jews seemed to have used it as a “garbage dump.”
1) Zondervan says of Hinnom, “the bodies of dead 

animals and criminals were burned at its ever
burning fires. Hinnom, in the days of Jesus, was 
being used as a rubbish tip, from which smoke 
ascended constantly as it burned day and night.”

2) Easton’s Bible Dictionary, “After exile, in order to 
show their abhorrence of the locality, the Jews 
made this valley the receptacle of the offal of the 
city, for the destruction of which fire was, as is 
supposed, kept constantly burning.”

3) Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 
“the valley of Hinnom was a dump for filth and 
rubbish ... The upper end of the valley ... was 
called Bethso or Besou...[which] means ‘place of 
filth’...It was still in modern times the place for 
rubbish, carrion and all kinds of filth.”

5. The Valley of Slaughter (Jer. 7:32, 19:6).
a. Jeremiah gave prophecy of something, a historical 

event, which would strike another level of fear, 
dread, detestation and filth.
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b. Josephus relates the “last terrible struggle between 
the Jews and Romans took place here.” It is also the 
place where all the dead from the siege were removed 
from the city.

c. McClintock and Strong declare that if you were to 
descend to the bottom of the valley and look up at the 
countless tombs, you would see the accuracy of 
Jeremiah’s prophecy.

II. GEHENNA— TRANSLITERATION AND WORD ASSOCI
ATION.
A. Having viewed the history, we might well understand how 

this valley came to be associated with the eternal abode of 
the wicked!
1. We must consider that the Jews already had a con

ception of the eternal abode of the wicked and had begun 
to attach the idea of Hinnom to that conception.

2. The valley was even ascribed to hell two centuries before 
Christ. Apocalyptic literature from the second century 
BC contains such comparisons.

B. The word Gehenna is the Greek form of the Hebrew
“ge-hinnom. ”The dictionary of Biblical Languages refers to 
Gehenna as a “hellenized transliteration of the Hebrew, 
Hinnom Valley” (found 12 times in the Greek New Testa
ment, Matt. 5:22,29-30; 10:28,18:9; 23:15; 23:33; Mark 9:43, 
45,47; Luke 12:15, James 3:6).
1. McGarvey notes, “When the conception of such a place as 

hell was formed, it was necessary to give it a name and 
there was no word in the Jewish language more 
appropriate for the purpose than the name of this 
hideous valley.”

2. With it’s history of decadence and defilement, the 
wailing of people burned alive and the perpetual 
burning, it was a fit term for the conception of Hell.

3. Consider what a type is, “...figures of thought in which 
material objects are made to convey vivid spiritual 
conceptions to the mind.”

C. Consideration of comparisons of type/antitype.
1. They are places of filth and defilement (Rev. 21:8; Matt. 

25:41; Rom. 2:8,9; Jude 7; 2 Thess. 1:7-9; 2 Peter 2:4, 
20-22; 1 Cor. 6:9,10).

2. They are places of perpetual fire (Mark 9:43-48; Rev. 
20:14-15).

3. They are places of wailing and gnashing of teeth (Matt. 
8:12).

4. They are places of restitution (Jer. 19). 
a. Of sins against God (Matt. 10:28).
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b. Of sins against others (Matt. 5:22; 23:15).
c. Of sins against self (Matt. 18:8,9; 5:29;30; Mark 

9:43-47).
d. James 3:6, encompasses sins against God, others and 

self.
e. They are places of remembrance (Jer. 19, Jeremiah 

brought the ancients to the valley to remember their 
sins.)

III. CONSIDERATIONS OF A NON-TYPICAL NATURE, 
YET COMPARISONS OF VALUE.
A. The purpose of the creation or preparation of these places 

was polluted by man.
1. Hinnom was not created to be the place of filth it 

became, yet man polluted its existence through sin and 
it became a place of God’s punishment toward rebellious 
Jews.
a. Hell was prepared for the devil and his angels (Matt. 

25:41), not for humanity, yet because men pollute 
their existence with sin it becomes a place of 
retribution for man.

B. The sacrifice of children.
1. Hinnom was a place where parents were guilty of 

murder through offering their children in sacrifice who 
forever would become part of the valley in ashes.

2. Gehenna will be a place of parents who have sacrificed 
their children to the god of sports, leisure, television, etc. 
rather than training them in service to God, thus the 
rearing of generations who know not God.

C. Perversion of worship
1. The “occupants” of Hinnom worshipped and served 

Molech rather than Jehovah (cf. Exod. 20:3-6).
2. The “occupants” of Gehenna worshipped and served 

something other than Jehovah (cf. Matt. 6:24).

CONCLUSION:
1. Hinnom was a terrible and terribly wicked place, but Gehenna 

is much worse. Understanding the nature of typolgy, the 
substance is always greater than the shadow (Heb. 10:1).

2. No description can adequately give to you an understanding of 
the odoriferous paper mill in Cantonement, FL, nor can the 
Hinnom Valley fully give to us an understanding of how awful 
Gehenna will be.

3. Our heart’s desire and prayer for each other and those in the 
world is that we might be saved and never realize just how 
terrible it will be for the wicked. If we obey God, worship and
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serve Him, we will never experience the wailing, fiery, eternal 
punishment prepared for the devil and his angels.

Passover Feast 
The Christian Life

(I Cor. 5:6-8)

Virgil L. Hale

I. I had the privilege of speaking on the Lectureship in 1995 which 
dealt with TYPES AND ANTITYPES.
a. My assigned subjects were: FLOOD—BAPTISM and PASS

OVER FEAST—LORD’S SUPPER.
b. Some of the same things studied then (concerning the 

Passover feast) will of necessity be in this lesson.

DISCUSSION:
I. ISRAEL WAS IN BONDAGE IN EGYPT.

A. They were actually slaves—they were helpless to get out on 
their own.

B. God sent a deliverer—Moses.
C. God sent a number of plagues on Pharaoh and Egypt.

1. Pharaoh would agree to let them go, but then change his 
mind.

D. God decided to send one last plague—the death of the first
born in every house of the Egyptians.

E. Israel could escape by obeying God’s instructions.

II. THE PASSOVER (Exodus 12).
A. God was to pass through Egypt and the firstborn of man 

and beast would die.
B. The children of Israel were instructed to:

1. Kill a lamb for a house.
a. If the household was too small, they could participate 

with the neighbor next door.
b. It was to be a male of the first year (a sheep or goat).
c. It was to be killed in the evening and they were to 

take the blood and strike the side posts and the upper 
door posts of the house.

d. It was to be roasted with fire and eaten with un
leavened bread and bitter herbs.

e. Any portion that remained was to be burned with 
fire.
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f. They were to eat with their loins girded, with shoes 
on their feet, and with their staff in their hand, and 
they were to eat it in haste. This was because they 
were going to have to leave in a hurry.

g. They were to remain in the house.
C. God was to pass through and smite the firstborn of man and 

beast.
1. He would “passover” the houses where the blood had 

been applied.
D. This was to be a memorial to be kept as a feast throughout 

their generations.
1. They were to put leaven out of their houses, and eat 

unleavened bread for seven days.
a. Anyone who ate leavened bread from the first day 

unto the seventh day would be cut off from Israel.
2. No manner of work was to be done on the first and 

seventh day—they could only eat.
E. When they left Egypt, they left with unleavened bread.
F. They were to explain to their children why they observed 

the Passover.
1. It was to commemorate their deliverance from Egypt.
2. Bond men became free men!

III. SOME SIMILARITIES 
LAMB AND CHRIST.

PASSOVER LAMB 
Chosen by God 
Innocent 
Perfect
Offered no resistance 
Not a bone broken 
Blood sprinkled 
Salvation of first born

BETWEEN THE PASSOVER

CHRIST
Chosen by God
Innocent
Perfect
Offered no resistance 
Not a bone broken 
Blood sprinkled (I Peter 1:2) 
Salvation to all who will obey

IV. THE CHRISTIAN LIFE (1 Cor. 5:6-8).
A. You might be wondering what the above has to do with the

Christian life.
1. The situation at Corinth—a man who had taken his 

father’s wife. Rather than mourning—they were puffed 
up.

2. The influence of leaven (Matt. 13:33) “...the whole was 
leavened.” There are those who will encourage sin (Rom. 
1:32).

B. The feast involves all activities of the Christian life.
1. The Passover — Christ’s blood, shed one time, partaking 

of it is continuous.
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C. They were to remove leaven. We are to remove leaven of 
sin—our constant duty.
1. Get rid of malice and wickedness—any sin.
2. Keep the feast perpetually—live holy lives
3. Truth—straightforwardness—integrity of purpose.

D. We continually partake of Christ (our Passover) by partak
ing of His spiritual life — His divine nature — His holy 
character — we are to be Christ-like.

E. The old leaven (former manner of life) when were servants 
of sin.
1. They were allowing sin, while trying to keep the feast 

with old leaven.
2. “Malice” — words and actions determined by hatred and 

spite.
a. Ill nature, envy, grudging, fraud, falsehood, cunning, 

insincerity.
F. They had no more right to partake of Christ than did the 

man guilty of incest.
1. “Sincerity” — take care not to admit evil with good.
2. “Truth” — not to admit evil instead of good.

G. We are preparing for our journey to heaven.
1. We must “purge out the old leaven.”
2. Must cleanse self of filthiness of flesh and spirit (2 Cor. 

7:1; James 4:8).
a. Get rid of malice and wickedness, walk in the light 

(1 John 1:7).
H. As scrupulous as they were in purifying their houses of 

leaven, we should be in purging out all sin in ourselves, our 
conduct, our conversations.
1. Self-scrutiny is unpleasant, difficult, but important.
2. It is much easier to examine someone else.
3. “Malice” — ill nature, envy, grudging, fraud, falsehood, 

cunning, insincerity.
I. They were “unleavened” — thus they had power to purge 

out the old leaven.
1. New life in Christ can conquer.
2. Note Paul: (Phil. 4:13; 1:21)

J. The blood of Christ (Eph. 2:13; 1 Peter 1:18-19; 1 John 1:7; 
Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14; Rev. 1:5)
1. The blood of “the Lamb” is able to save!

CONCLUSION:
1. The Passover was necessary then — our Passover (Christ) 

essential now.
2. Divine provision for their need — the same today.
3. Simple appropriation — by faith and obedience — it was their 

choice.
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a. God wanted them saved — did not force them to be.
b. Today, available, not forced to accept.

4. Christ died to be the sustenance for our souls.
a. Like taking food:

1) Our minds feed on Christ when we contemplate:
a) Who He is, What He has done, What He is doing, What

He will do.
b. Enjoyment — this is involved in the word “feast.” Note: John 

10:10
5. We are safe in Christ, as they were safe where the blood had 

been sprinkled.
a. If you have not entered the place of safety, may you enter 

today, and remain there.

Crossing Jordan 
Death

Garland M. Robinson

1. Are you ready to die and make your journey into the unknown?
a. A lot about death is unknown. It’s a place of secrets.
b. There’s something about secret places that makes one feel 

anxiety, uncertainty.
2. We’re on a journey to a place we’ve never been before.

a. It doesn’t matter if we’re willing to go or not.
b. It doesn’t matter if we’re even aware of it or not.
c. Every person on the face of the earth will be making the 

journey across death’s valley.
3. The Israelites, after leaving Egyptian bondage, were on a 

journey into the unknown.
a. They had heard about a land flowing with milk and honey 

(Exodus 3:8).
b. This unfamiliar place held great promise.
c. They came to the very border of the promised land when they 

reached the Jordan. Crossing the river would bring them to 
the other side.

4. Crossing Jordan serves as a type of death.
a. They would be leaving the familiar and entering a place they 

had heard so much about.
b. No doubt they were anxious to go on the one hand, but 

apprehensive on the other.
5. There are many similarities between crossing Jordan and death.
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DISCUSSION:
I. THE ISRAELITES WANDERED IN THE WILDERNESS. 

WE ARE PILGRIMS IN THIS WORLD.
Josh. 3:1, “And Joshua rose early in the morning...and came to

Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there 
before they passed over. ”

A. They were involved in a daily routine just as we are.
1. We live, we work, we play, just as if we’ll never die. 

James 4:13
2. But, every one of us will die. Heb. 9:27; Psalm 89:48

B. Very few prepare for the life that comes after we cross the 
valley of the shadow of death. Matt. 7:13-14

II. THE ISRAELITES HAD NEVER CROSSED JORDAN 
BEFORE. WE’VE NEVER EXPERIENCED DEATH. 
Josh. 3:4, “...ye have not passed this way heretofore.”
A. Though the Bible tells us a great deal about death, it is still 

a great unknown.
1. Job 38:17 God asked Job, “Have the gates o f death been 

opened unto thee? or hast thou seen the doors o f the 
shadow of death?”
a. If a man had the wisdom of Solomon and the strength 

of Samson, he could not ward off death!
b. It is feared by young and old alike.

2. A man can be alive one minute and lying still in death 
the next. In time one minute, eternity the next.

3. All who live must die. Gen. 3:19; Josh. 23:14; 2 Sam. 
14:14; 1 Kings 2:2; Job 30:23; Psa. 49:10; 89:48; Eccl. 
3:2,20; 8:8; 9:5,10; 12:7; 1 Cor. 15:51; Heb. 9:27

B. Death is an awesome power. Josh. 23:14
1. Once entered, there’s no coming back.

a. A “so-called” out of body experience after one dies and 
then comes back to life again is just not so.

b. When one dies, he is dead. Heb. 9:27
c. Before men’s eyes stop seeing, their ears stop hearing, 

their lungs stop breathing, their heart stops beating, 
their mind stops thinking, there is hope.

d. But once the body’s functions cease and life on earth 
is no more, all chances and hope of turning to God 
are gone.

e. When your eyes open on the other side of death, your 
destiny is sealed.

f. There is no coming back. There’s no second chance.
g. Death is an enemy, the last to be conquered. 1 Cor. 

15:25-26
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C. Death is impartial.
1. It robs nursing homes, hospitals, factories, school rooms, 

playpens and wombs.
2. The poor cannot wish it away nor can the rich pay it off. 

It is impervious to social status. Rom. 5:12,17
3. Rom. 14:12; 2 Cor. 5:10; 2 Thess. 1:7-9

III. THE ISRAELITES WERE TO CLEANSE AND PURIFY 
THEMSELVES IN PREPARATION FOR CROSSING  
JORDAN. WE MUST PURIFY OUR SOULSTO PREPARE 
FOR DEATH.
Josh. 3:5 “Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves....”
A. Sin and corruption is common to all men.

Rom. 3:10,23; Eph. 2:1-2
B. Sin causes us to be lost and makes it so we cannot go to 

heaven. Isa. 59:1-2; Rev. 22:15
C. Sin must be forgiven before we can enter heaven.

1 Peter 1:22; Matt. 5:8; John 15:3; 17:17; Rom. 6:17-18
D. If we enter into death without first cleansing ourselves of 

sin, eternal damnation in hell will be the result.
Luke 16:22-23

IV. THE LORD WAS WITH THE ISRAELITES WHEN THEY 
CROSSED JORDAN. THE LORD IS WITH US WHEN WE 
DIE.
Josh. 3:7, “And the LORD said unto Joshua, ...as I  was with 

Moses, so I  will be with thee. ”
Josh. 3:10, “And Joshua said. Hereby ye shall know that the 

living God is among you....”
A. There’s something about being alone at a time of tragedy or 

grave illness that is unsettling and stressful.
1. It is so comforting for mother to be there and cuddle and 

caress her sick child.
2. Even the hand of a stranger can bring cheer in a moment 

of distress.
B. When it comes our time to die, we don’t have to go that way 

alone.
1. The Israelites crossed Jordan on firm, dry ground.

Josh. 3:17
2. The faithful have full assurance of the Lord being by our 

side. Psalm 23:4
C. There is rest in death.

1. On the other side, there is hope for the prepared.
Prov. 14:32

2. There is no more sorrow, crying, pain. Rev. 21:4
3. Death is precious. Psalm 116:15
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V. THE ISRAELITES WERE TO HEAR THE WORD OF THE 
LORI) BEFORE THEY CROSSED JORDAN. SINNERS 
MUST HEAR GOD’S WORD BEFORE THEY DIE.
Josh. 3:9, “And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, Come

hither, and hear the words o f the LORD your God. ”
A. Rom. 10:17; John 6:44-45; 8:47; i0:27 ’
B. Just hearing God’s Word is not enough, one must heed/obey. 

James 1:22-23; Matt. 7:21-23; 7:24-27; 12:50; 13:23; Luke 
6:46-49; John 13:17; Rom. 2:13

VI. THE ARK OF THE COVENANT PASSED OVER JORDAN
AHEAD OF THE ISRAELITES. MANY HAVE GONE 
BEFORE US IN DEATH.
Josh. 3:11, “Behold, the ark o f the covenant o f the LORD of  

all the earth passeth over before you into Jordan.”
A. Others have gone on before us — multitudes, millions, 

billions — family, neighbors and strangers.
B. The Lord has gone before us. John 14:1-3
C. He is with us. Matt. 28:19-20
D. His word is with us. 1 Thess. 2:13; 1 John 2:5

VII. AFTER CROSSING JORDAN AND CONQUERING THE
LAND, THERE WAS REST. THERE IS REST FOR THE 
FAITHFUL TODAY.
A. Rest for the Israelites did not come immediately, they had 

to fight the nations in the land, but eventually, they enjoyed 
rest.
1. All those who left Egypt never enjoyed the rest beyond 

Jordan except Joshua and Caleb. Heb. 3:11
2. People today who do not obey the Lord will never enter 

the rest in heaven.
3. Rest in heaven will only come to the faithful. Heb. 

4:1,9,11; Rev. 14:13
B. Death is a blessing. Phil. 1:21,23

1. No brush can portray it, no pen depict it, no words 
describe it, no sculpture characterize it, no artist capture 
it, no canvas represent it.

2. There is no sorrow there. 1 Thess. 4:13-18
3. All will be changed. 1 Cor. 15:50-58
4. There is nothing more wondrous. Rom. 8:38-39
5. A crown awaits the faithful. 2 Tim. 4:6-8
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VIII. A MEMORIAL WAS SET UP TO COMMEMORATE
CROSSING JORDAN. WE SET UP MEMORIALS TO 
REMEMBER OUR LOVED ONES.
Josh. 4:6, "That this may be a sign among you, that when your 

children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What 
mean ye by these stones?”

A. Twelve stones were set up to remember their crossing, v.3
B. We remember our loved ones with memorials — photos, 

letters, objects, wreaths, stones.
C. We remember our Lord’s suffering and death in the Lord’s 

supper each first day of the week. 1 Cor. 11:23-29

CONCLUSION:
1. Christ has abolished death. 2 Tim. 1:10

a. He died for all mankind. Heb. 2:9
b. Through his own death, he destroyed him that had power of 

death, that is the devil. Heb. 2:14
2. Only one thought will be in our minds at the judgment — the 

verdict.
a. What will it be? What will you hear? There will be no 

concern with what your friends think.
b. What you have hoped for and dreamed for in life will not 

come to mind.
c. How well you did in business will not matter.
d. The over-riding thought will be, “What will the Lord say?”
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1653 Pine Lane Dr 
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911 Tomlin Rd.
Fulton, MS 38843

Jimmy Bates 
PO Box 97 
Nettleton, MS 38858

Charles Blair 
7417 Troon Way 
Indianapolis, IN 46237

Kenneth Burleson 
1644 Pine Lane Dr 
Cantonment, FL 32533

Roger Campbell 
4865 Bates Pike SE 
Cleveland, TN 37323

Paul Curless 
112 Brawlev Cir. 
Readyville, TN 37149

Clifford Dixon
234 Dixon Nursery Rd.
Brewton, AL 36426

Victor Eskew 
9664 Highway 49 N 
Brookland, AR 72417

Nat Evans
25 Railroad Ave. 
Pocahontas, TN 38061

Winded Fikes 
725 Almond Ave.
S San Francisco,C A 
94080
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110 N Chaney Dr.
Belle Rive. IL 62810

Gilbert Gough 
5905 Highway 128 
Savannah, TN 38372

Tom House 
P.O. Box 461 
Fulton, MS 38843

Virgil Hale
4004 Murray Paris Rd 
Hazel, KY 42049

Rodney Hilliard 
24100 Roley Rd.
Bay Minette, AL 36507

Randy Kea
100 Sweetbriar Walk
Stockbridge, GA 30281

Terry Joe Kee
1711 Murray Creek Dr.
Jonesboro, AR 72401

Jared Knoll 
377 Union Lane 
Wing, AL 36483

Rick Knoll
4261 Sharon Highway 
Dresden, TN 38225

Guyton E. Montgomery 
4217 Highway 39 N 
Meridian, MS 39301

Larry Montgomery 
2018 Clemmer Dr. 
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Walter Pigg
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Garland Robinson 
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Melvin Sapp 
735 Lewis Rd.
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Roger Scully 
917 Fig St.
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Tom Snyder
2809 E Creighton Blvd.
Pensacola, FL 32504

J. C. Watkins 
2112 Ashmore Ave. 
Chattanooga, TN 37415

Jimmy Young 
1201 Broadmoor Rd. 
Jonesboro, AR 72401
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