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Twentieth Anniversary

In September 1987, Brethren David Wells and Homer 
Thompson, elders of Ensley church of Christ, and Winston Temple, 
preacher, and Ronnie Wells with the help of all the members of the 
Ensley congregation established Northwest Florida School of 
Biblical Studies. These men worked hard and sacrificed much to 
make the school a reality.

Brethren Bill Word, Ervin Brantley and Don Orr were later 
appointed to the eldership. These men serving with the afore 
mentioned two elders continued to support the school. The 
membership has been in continuous support of the school.

The present eldership is in full support of the school and three 
of the elders are instructors in the school.

Our appreciation goes out to the eldership and all the 
members of Ensley church of Christ, now church of Christ at 
Milestone, for their dedication and support from the beginning of 
the school.

Words cannot adequately express how much we appreciate 
the financial support of so many individuals and congregations 
through the years, without which the work could not continue.

We are so thankful for the work our graduates are doing in 
the brotherhood. It is a joy to hear from the brotherhood about the 
accomplishments of these men. Many precious souls have obeyed 
the gospel, and many others have been restored, and congregations 
have become stronger as the result of their preaching and work.

We are thankful for the faculty members and office workers 
who have served in their capacities so well through the years.

The instructors are hard-working, dedicated, united, and 
sound in the doctrine of Christ.
We anticipate many more years of training workers for the cause 
of Christ.

—Kenneth Burleson, Director 
February, 2007



Dedication

To the honor and memory of brother David Wells, a faithful 
servant of Jesus Christ.

He and sister Clara were married February 28, 1942. Brother 
David obeyed the Gospel in 1948. He enrolled in Florida Christian 
College in 1951 and graduated in 1954. While in college he 
preached in the Tampa area. He preached in Summerville, GA from 
1954 to 1956.

They moved back to Pensacola in 1956, and he began working 
as a barber and preached for the following congregations: Leonard 
Street, Cantonment, Central, Pensacola Blvd. and Ensley.

Brother David served in the eldership at Leonard Street, 
Ensley and the church at Milestone after the Ensley congregation 
moved to the Milestone community. He resigned from the eldership 
at Milestone due to failing health in 2004.

He converted many precious souls during his life time and led 
many to be restored to their first love.

Brother Wells was a faithful supporter of the Northwest 
Florida School of Biblical Studies and was an instructor in the 
school as long as his health allowed him to do so.

Brother Wells did not accomplish all these good things alone, 
he had a precious wife as a wonderful help meet. After he obeyed 
the Gospel they worked together as a team in accomplishing many 
good things for the cause of Christ. She was an encouragement to 
him and to many other people. Together they have been a great



Christian influence.
His presence will be greatly missed but his memory will live 

on. Because of his faithful service to the Lord, the church, his 
family and Northwest Florida School of Biblical Studies, the 
eldership of the church of Christ at Milestone dedicates the 
fifteenth annual Labourers Together with God lectureship book in 
honor and memory of brother David Wells.

—Kenneth Burleson 
Director
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Our Firewall
Jeff Batten

1.  The theme of this lectureship is “Issues Destroying Homes and 
How to Build Firewalls of Protection.”
a. Zechariah 2:15 is the text from which this theme is taken.
b. The topic of this lesson is “Our Firewall of Protection Against 

the Destruction of our Homes?”
2.  God has always been concerned about the welfare of mankind, 

and especially the welfare of our homes.
a. God established the home to fulfill the needs of man. (Gen. 

2:18-24)
b. As God’s plan is followed in the home, there is no greater joy 

than that of a husband/father, a wife/mother, or a child in a 
faithful Christian home.

c.  God has always shared his plan with his greatest creation, 
but he has left with us the choice of following his plan or 
seeking our own.

3.  Is God pleased with the homes of our world?
a.  Is God pleased with the homes of our nation?
b.  Is God pleased with the homes of the Lord’s church?
c.  Is God pleased with your home?

4.  God's firewall of protection will save, strengthen, and make 
long-lasting our homes, if we will accept it.

DISCUSSION:
I.  WHAT DO WE MEAN BY “FIREWALL?”

A.  Let us first understand the idea of a firewall from our 
lesson text.
1.  “For I, saith the Lard, will be unto her a wall o f fire 

round about.” (Zech. 2:5)
2.  During this time period, people sought safety from the 

enemies who would destroy them by building fortified 
walls to encompass their city.
a .  Babylon, for example, was surrounded with double 

walls, one of which is said to have been 300 feet high, 
and so wide that six chariots could be driven abreast 
along its summit.

b.  Although these great walls offered much protection 
to the cities, none have ever been impenetrable.

3.  The walls surrounding Jerusalem, however, were 
unnecessary, because God had promised to protect them.
a.  God had chosen the nation of Israel even in her 

weakness. (Deut. 7:6-8)
b.  God showed his great power through the protection 

of Israel against nations far greater in number and 
far more powerful.



FIREWALLS OF PROTECTION — February 2007 9

4.  God, as Jerusalem’s firewall, was an impenetrable wall 
of protection, but only as long as they followed him.
a.  God’s promise of protection was conditioned upon 

their obedience to his will. (Deut. 7:11-24)
b.  Through disobedience, they rejected God’s protection 

and left themselves vulnerable to their enemies, and 
eventually were destroyed.

5.  In our lesson text, Zechariah, the prophet of God, spoke 
of spiritual Jerusalem, the church.
a.  She would be as a city without walls because of the 

innumerable multitudes that would inhabit her. 
(Zech. 2:4)

b.  But she would not be without a wall of protection, for 
God would ‘be unto her a wall of fire round about.” 
(Zech. 2:5)

B.  What is our modern use of “firewall?”
1.  In one sense a firewall is an area around a piece of 

property, free of trees, bushes, or debris, intended to 
keep a fire from spreading from one area to the next.

2.  In another sense a firewall is a computer program or 
hardware device intended to keep offensive Web sites 
and potential hackers from coming through a computer 
system.

3.  In either sense its purpose is protection from danger and 
destruction.

C.  What is the spiritual meaning of “firewall” in this lesson?
1.  God has provided us a means of protecting ourselves 

from Satan, our spiritual adversary. (I Peter 5:8)
2.  In this series of lessons we are discussing the source of 

protection God has given us against Satan’s methods of 
destroying Christian homes.

II.  DOES THE CHURCH REALLY NEED A FIREWALL OF 
PROTECTION AGAINST THE DESTRUCTION OF OUR 
HOMES?
A.  Allow me to ask a series of questions, the answers to which 

will illustrate the fact that our homes need to be protected.
1.  Among members of the Lord’s church, how many 

marriages of which you are aware have ended in 
divorce?

2.  How many children of whom you are aware rarely see 
one or both parents?

3.  How many children are there in the congregation where 
you worship that are disrespectful and unruly because 
they are spoiled and undisciplined by their parents?

4.  In how many homes of which you are aware is enter
tainment a higher priority than Christianity?
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5.  I’m sadly confident that for each reader the answer to 
most if not all of the above questions is “many”, which 
indicates our need for God’s protection.

B.  We will leave further arguments affirming the need of a 
firewall of protection to another lesson that will be 
presented in this series entitled “Our Homes are Under 
Attack.”

III.  WHAT FIREWALL OF PROTECTION AGAINST THE
DESTRUCTION OF OUR HOMES HAS GOD PROVIDED 
FOR HIS CHURCH?
A.  Put simply, the Bible is the firewall of protection God 

has given us against all spiritual danger and destruction.
1.  “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” (Hosea 

4:6)
a .  Many of God’s people under the old covenant were 

destroyed because they did not seek the knowledge of 
God.

b.  The souls of multitudes under the new covenant will 
be destroyed because they do not take time to study 
the Bible. (II Tim. 2:15)

2.  Instead of seeking the advice of non-Christian counselors 
and writers concerning marriage problems, how to 
discipline children, and how to improve our homes, we 
ought to be consulting with God through his Holy Word.
a .  He instructs every husband, father, wife, mother, and 

child concerning his/her God-given role within the 
home.

b.  He instructs us in living a morally decent life, and 
guarding against the destruction of our homes by 
immorality.

c.  For every problem that can be encountered in the 
home, God’s Word has the answer to the problem.

B.  When looking for a spouse, Christians should be looking to 
other Christians.
1. When the people of God, the Israelites entered the 

promised land of Canaan, they were commanded of God 
not to inter marry with the inhabitants of the land.
a.  What was the purpose of this command?
b.  God warned that by inter-marrying, his people would 

be led away from him. (Exodus 34:10-16)
c.  The people rejected God’s advice, and were ultimately 

destroyed as a result. (Judges 3:5-8) Perhaps they 
thought, “It will never happen to me.”

2. We would do well to learn the same principle as God’s 
people today.
a. Christians are warned of God that non-Christians 

can and will turn them away from him. (I Cor. 15:33)
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b.  Christians are warned against relationships with 
non-Christians that can lead to the destruction of the 
soul. (II Cor. 6:14-18)

c.  A Christian is not to leave a spouse who is not a 
Christian (I Cor. 7:12,13), but the best decision a 
Christian can make is to marry another Christian.

C.  In our Christian homes we must “seek first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness." (Matt. 6:33)
1.  We must pray together and study the Bible together in 

our homes as a family.
2.  Parents must be the Christian example to their children.
3.  Parents must discipline their children and lead them in 

the right way. “As for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” (Joshua 24:15)

4.  Husbands and wives must understand that God expects 
them to keep their marriage vows, and will punish those 
who do not.

CONCLUSION:
1.  God is our “wall of fire”, so why do multitudes turn away from 

the protection he provides through His Word?
2.  Is your home safe from the destruction of Satan’s vices?
3.  Let us all strengthen our homes, and give our children the 

stability they deserve from Christian parents.

Our Homes Are Under Attack
Alan Adams

1.  Some Christians are like the delusional Don Quixote who 
thought farm animals and windmills were enemies with which 
to joust and do battle.
a . We should remember that "the wicked flee when no man 

pursueth; But the righteous are bold as a lion" (Prov. 28:1).
b.  Being alarmed by everything and knowing what is truly 

alarming constitutes a great challenge.
c.  Accepting that not everybody is “out to get me,” does not 

mean that nobody is “out to get me.”
2.  We do, in fact, have an adversary (Matt. 24:43; I Peter 5:8).

a .  He is powerful; he is deceptive; he is intelligent; he has plans; 
he seeks to dominate and destroy (Job; II Cor. 11:14; Eph. 
4:14; 6:11; II Cor. 2:11; Rev. 12:9; John 12:31; 14:30; Eph. 2:2; 
Rev. 12:4; I Peter 5:8).
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b. Knowing this enemy; knowing that he is determined to 
destroy us would surely make us all vigilant?

c.  We are at war, yet so many of our people act otherwise.
d. Sun Tzu, in his Art of War, advised: respect your enemy. We 

must know and “respect” our enemy (cf. Jude 1:9).
3.  In order to maximize damage and destruction in the world,

Satan has focused his attention on the home.
a. Commanders must choose strategic targets.

1)  They seek targets the loss of which results in the most 
chaos.

2)  Militarily speaking, like the genius of cutting supply lines 
at Inchon, Satan knows and attacks a far greater supply 
line: the home.

b. Just think what the home “supplies”
1)  Propagation (Gen. 1:28)
2)  Teaching (Gen. 18:19; John 24:15)
3)  Social order (Eph. 6:1-3)
4)  The church (I Tim. 3:5; Eph. 5:23ff; 6:Iff)

4.  This lesson affirms that our homes are under attack; they have 
always been, and will always be.
a . We will identify three specific areas or fronts of attack.

1)  Primacy
2)  Purity
3)  Priority

b. We will cite specific weapons being used (cf. II Cor. 10:3-6).
c.  We will also note some witting and unwitting “fifth-column” 

sympathizers.
5.  May we borrow the front end of Jesus’ analogy used to teach the 

importance of preparation with regard to Judgment Day? (Matt. 
24:42-43)
a . One forearmed with knowledge of an imminent break-in 

would “have watched, and would not have suffered his house 
to be broken up.”

b. As to our houses, we spray against possible infestations; we 
buy and place alarms against the dangers of gas and fire; we 
spend great sums to install security systems.

c.  We ironically do little to protect our homes against moral and 
spiritual assault.

d. This is a call for “watchmen:” Dads, Moms, grandparents, et 
al; it is for quiet heroes to rise to the occasion.

DISCUSSION:
We must realize that our homes are being attacked on...

I.  THE FRONT OF PRIMACY.
A.  Everybody recognizes somebody or something as pre

eminent or supreme (cf. Rom. 6:16; Col. 3:17; Matt. 28:18; 
II Tim. 3:16,17).
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B.  The principal of primacy is essential to homes (cf. Eph. 5:22-
24; Col. 3:18; 1 Peter 3:1; Eph. 6:110.

C.  Primacy in the home is under direct attack; destroy this, 
and you make the home at best chaotic and impotent.
1.  Weaponry: Evolution, Humanism, Feminism
2.  Results: Moral relativism, Divorce, Abortion, Euthanasia

D.  Fifth column forces subtly help weaken the home from the 
inside.
1.  When we buy into the notion that the quality of home 

life is measured in money and things.
a .  This leads to focus on possessions over principles.
b.  It leads to young couples submerging themselves in 

debt to have more things.
c.  It leads to both Moms and Dads with their noses to 

the grindstone, thereby with little time for the home 
itself (cf. Titus 2:4-5; I Tim. 5:11-14; 2:13-15)

2.  When achievements rather than character are more 
important.

3.  It is frightening to contemplate that people, even
Christians, in the context of their homes, can in all 
sincerity be contributing to the assault on their own 
homes.

II.  THE FRONT OF PURITY.
A.  Satan knows full well that God made us “male and female” 

(Gen. 1:27; Matt. 19:4); he knows also that homes are formed 
when a “man leave[s] and cleave[s] to his wife” (Gen. 2:24).
1.  Attraction and intimacy are inextricably bound to the 

process of a man and woman coming together as 
husband and wife (Song of Solomon).

2. The items making up the various catalogues of sin 
largely lead off with and are connected to sexual sins: 
fornication, adultery, lasciviousness, concupiscence, et al.

3.  Sexuality is a powerful and profound force in our lives 
(I Cor. 6:13,18; 7:1-9).
a .  It is, of course, connected to propagation (I Cor. 7:14).
b.  It is also connected to loyalty and purity.

4.  Our homes are virtually being bombarded on the front of 
sexual purity.
a .  Weaponry: Pornography and other perversion via, 

Television, Music, Internet, Public Schools
b.  Results: Fornication: heterosexual, homosexual, 

Adultery, Illegitimacy, Disease
B.  Fifth column forces are also at work weakening our homes 

in the area of sexual purity.
1.  Peers
2.  Popularity: proms, dress, and so on
3.  Prudishness
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III.  THE FRONT OF PRIORITY.
A.  Homes are supposed to be Heaven’s training ground.

1.  Here is where we are to learn about what the most 
important thing in life is.

2.  I suggest that here, in the area of priority, is where 
Satan does some of his most treacherous work.

3.  Knowing that life is more than “the food and the body 
than the raiment” (Matt. 6:25), and also knowing that we 
“have need of these things” (Luke 12:30), Satan knows 
that if he can entice us to focus our time, treasure, and 
talents on these temporal “things,” he will weaken the 
spiritual fabric of our homes.

B.  The principle of priority is under direct attack, yet right 
under our noses.
1. Weaponry: Worldliness, Materialism, Pleasure
2.  Results: Covetousness/Greed, Envy, Hedonism, Dis

loyalty to spouses; children; parents; to Christ and his 
church.

C.  Fifth-Column forces ever so subtly contribute to the breach
ing of our homes in the area of priority. We fail when we 
allow peripheral things to take precedence.
1.  Recreation: Games over conviction.
2.  Education: Get ahead in the world, but behind in the 

Bible.
3.  Pride: Jobs, money, achievement, over character and 

faithfulness.
4.  Health and well-being: Inoculate, but fail to Hell-proof.
5.  Popularity: More concern for how the world sees our 

children than God.

CONCLUSION:
1.  Much has been written in the annals of military history about 

the folly of fighting multi-front wars. We have no choice.
2.  At best, we have adopted the WWI “bunker mentality.”

a. We are not fighting “smart” (cf. Luke 16:8), and often are 
downright gullible.

b.  Our approach to things is like reading the story of Samson 
and Delilah hoping for a different ending.

3.  It is healthy to know, to see, that the home is under attack, 
under siege.
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Husbands And Fathers
Kenneth Burleson

1.  The home should be the greatest training school for children. 
Prov. 22:6

2.  Children, who have had nothing to do with their coming into the 
world, are entitled to, and deserve, a home in the true sense of 
the word.

3.  A home is more than a house.
4.  Many people own houses, but have very poor excuses for homes.
5.  It is important to teach and train children in ways of righteous

ness and godliness.
6.  Many children are taught how to make a living, but not taught 

how to live.
7.  Our homes of today are producing the homes of tomorrow.
8.  Yes, there are many things wrong, but there is hope, there is a 

cure.
9.  Fathers and mothers need to get down on their knees in 

repentance and move to make their homes respectable, God — 
honored and Christ — centered.

10.  Homes in America are the backbone of America and the church.
11.  Break up the home and all is gone.
12.  It seems that husbands and fathers are taking a less active role 

in the home from year to year.
a . All types of excuses are given for not fulfilling their 

responsibilities.
b.  Many offer no spiritual guidance at all. It is left up to the 

wife.
13.  In this lesson we will mention some of the issues where 

husbands and fathers are destroying homes.
14.  The majority of the lesson will deal with how to build fire walls 

of protection.

DISCUSSION:
I.  HUSBANDS

A.  Husbands that destroy homes.
1. They do it by the use of alcohol and other drugs, 

committing adultery, gambling, failing to be the head 
and spiritual leader, not providing for the family, etc.

2.  Those who do not love their wives. They look upon her as 
a: sex object, baby factory, baby sitter, cleaning lady, 
cook, and laundry lady, etc.

B.  Building fire walls of protection.
1.  Husbands that build fire walls of protection, 

a. Those who love their wives with a pure love.
1)  Yes, she is to submit. Eph. 5:22
2)  Because he is the head. Eph. 5:23; I Cor. 11:3
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3)  He is to love his wife as Christ loved the church. 
Eph. 5:25 (A protective love, A sacrificial love and 
a forgiving love).

b.  Those who abide by I Peter 3:7.
1)  "Dwell with them.” Domestic association; the 

marriage state.
2)  “According to knowledge.” Understanding the 

marriage relation, proper regard for her.
3)  “Giving honor unto the weaker vessel.” He should 

regard her as precious, She is not weaker morally 
or intellectually, but physically.

4)  “As being heirs together o f the grace of life.” Heirs 
together of eternal life, if remain faithful.

5)  “That your prayers be not hindered." Hindered, 
means short — circuited.

c.  Husbands that provide for their families.
1)  I Tim. 5:8
2)  Spiritual and physical provisions.

d.  There are some good Biblical examples.
1)  Jacob, Gen. 29:18-20
2)  Boaz, Ruth 2,3

2. Some husbands are bad examples. Therefore, they fail as 
builders of fire walls.
a .  Ahasuerus failed. Esther 1:11,12
b.  David failed. II Sam. 11,12

II. FATHERS
A.  Fathers that destroy homes.

1. Those who set bad examples.
a.  Biblical characters that set bad examples.

1)  Eli, I Sam. 2:12,17,22; 3:13
2)  Achan, Josh. 6,7
3)  David with Absalom, II Sam. 18:33

b.  Fathers, they are watching you: Language, Irrelig
ious, Tobacco, Alcohol, Immodesty

2. Those more concerned with the material things of life 
than the spiritual.

B.  Fathers must build fire walls of protection.
1.  Fathers must accept their responsibility to God. Eccl. 

12:13; Rom. 14:12
2. A man’s responsibility to his family begins before he 

even has a family.
3. Those who are good examples.

a. Biblical characters that were good examples.
1)  Abraham, Gen. 18:19
2)  Joshua, Josh. 24:15
3)  Jonadab, Jer. 35:6,8,10,19
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b. Fathers must be good examples to their children. 
I Peter 2:21; I Cor. 11:1
1)  In honesty, How to love their wives, In modesty.
2)  As a Christian, II Cor. 3:2, In purity of life, Matt. 

5:8; I Tim. 4:12
3)  In obedience, Heb. 5:8,9, Give them your time.

4.  Must be a provider. Physical and Spiritual.
I Tim. 5:8; Eph. 6:4; Prov. 22:6

CONCLUSION:
1.  Something to think about.
2.  The following was copied from the book, “BROKEN HOMES

AND HANDICAPPED CHILDREN” by V. E. Howard.
3.  22 steps to the electric chair.

a . “Begin early and give the child everything he or she wants. 
Then he will believe the world owes him a living.

b. Start early in the child’s life and do everything for him. Never 
permit him to do the things he is capable of doing for himself 
so he will be experienced in throwing burdens on others.

c.  Make him thoroughly dependent on you by waiting on him, 
until the habit is well established.

d. Permit the child to do as he pleases. He will want to continue 
this in society.

e.  Praise him lavishly in his presence. Show him how much 
smarter he is than other children.

f.  Tell religious jokes in his presence and have a good laugh at 
the expense of the ‘Holy Joes.' Tell him these religious people 
are all fanatics.

g.  Lose your patience easily. Blow up and bluster and blast the 
air around your child. Unnerve him and prepare him for 
tension, headaches and ulcers.

h. Tell people that your child never does anything wrong.
i.  Ride him all the time and tell him that he is clumsy and can’t 

do anything right. Tell him things are too hard for him and 
that he should not attempt the things he wants to do. He will 
accommodate his life to your expectations.

j .  Always find fault with him and never compliment him on the 
things he performs well. Nag him constantly.

k. Run down the government in his presence. Cynically let him 
hear you say that all politicians are rotten and corrupt and 
that young people are going to the dogs anyhow.

l.  Interrogate him every time he comes home from school or any 
place about how he did, and where he did it. This will cause 
him to quit telling you anything and clam up.

m. Avoid using the word ‘wrong.’ It may develop in him a guilt 
complex. This will prepare him to believe that when he is 
punished later on for stealing, that society is ‘against him’ 
and that he is being ‘persecuted.’
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n. Tell everyone that nothing is too good for your child. Pamper 
and pet him, and make life easy for him so if he does not have 
everything he wants, when times get hard, then he will be 
mentally prepared to take it by force or fraud.

o.  Give him more spending money than he needs and never 
make him earn his own. This way he might rob a bank later 
on to get money.

p. Make him a cynic by letting him get the impression that 
there is another ‘real’ story behind the first story. Poison his 
mind with suspicious tendencies.

q. Quarrel frequently in his presence and he will be prepared 
for a contentious life and perhaps a broken home later on in 
his married life.

r.  Satisfy his every whim, caprice and craving for food and 
drink and everything that has to do with the sense of taste 
and touch.

s.  Take his part against teachers, policemen and neighbors. 
They are do-gooders and ‘prejudiced against your child.’ 
Believe everything your boy says.

t .  When he gets into real trouble, always defend yourself and 
say, ‘I never could do anything with that boy.’

u. Try to pressure him into making top grades when he is 
naturally slow. This will help him to be nervous and 
unpredictable and eccentric.

v.  Let him get the idea it’s all right to fudge on his grades, and 
tell a ‘white lie,’ to sow a little ‘wild oats’ and to sneak into 
functions and activities without paying. Enjoy a hearty laugh 
with him over his little escapades by which he foxed someone 
with his budding criminal cunning and deceived someone else 
with his disarming dishonesty and crookedness. These may 
not, but they also may set your child on a path that leads 
straight to the cell block that is 22 steps away from a 
shameful death.”

NOTE THE BACKGROUND OF THESE POINTS
“Every road is arrived at by steps and so is every destination, 
including the death house. This is a true story of life. A young 
man at age 20 sat in the death row at Tennessee State Prison 
with only 7 hours remaining before he took the last 22 steps to 
the death chair. At that time, at the 11th hour, the Governor of 
Tennessee commuted his sentence and spared his life. He went 
about under ‘Operation Crime Prevention’ telling his story of 
how he was saved only 22 steps away. He said, ‘I was brought up 
by Christian parents, and I had a good education. But you’re not 
sent to prison for going to church or school. I'm in prison because 
1 made the wrong decision.’ Remember what we said about right 
values determine right thinking determines right decisions.”
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W ives And Mothers
Ben F. Vick, Jr.

1.  The disintegration of the home and the upheaval in society 
emphasizes the need for my lesson, “Wives and Mothers.”

2.  “There are two facts preterm ited, two powers unappreciated, by 
Monsieur Guizot and by all writers on civilization known to me. 
These are the two superlative agencies in the amelioration of 
the social state; they are woman and the Bible; or if any pleases 
to make but one out of two, it is the Bible in the hand and heart 
of woman.” (Popular Lectures and Addresses, “Address on the 
Amelioration of the Social State,” p. 55, 1864)

3.  The greatest “firewall” in the development, preservation and 
protection of godly wives and mothers is the Bible (II Tim. 
3:16-17; II Peter 1:3).

DISCUSSION:
I.  THE WOMAN’S GREATEST SPHERE OF INFLUENCE.

A.  IlT im 2:ll-15 — childbearing means childrearing, 5:14 — 
guide or rule the house; Titus 2:3-5; II Tim. 1:5; 3:14-17.

B.  Quotations of men:
1.  A. C. Campbell: “Woman was not made to found cities 

and empires, to command armies and navies, to enter 
the arena of political strife, to figure in camps, in tilts 
and tournaments, to mingle in the intrigues and cabals 
of kings and courts. She was made for other ends, to 
move in other circles, and to exert an influence more 
pure, more powerful, more lasting. She was made to 
have an empire in the heart of man, and to wield a mild 
and gracious scepter over the moral destines of our race. 
Hence the domestic circle is the area of which she is the 
power, the light, the life, the glory. But though this circle 
be small, it has a paramount sway over every other circle 
in which man lives and moves. Hence the family 
institution gives laws to the school, the college, the 
university, the church, the state, the world. And so it 
comes to pass that woman’s power is confined within this 
narrow circle that it might be the more concentrated and 
rebound with more force on all the interests of 
humanity.” (Ibid., p. 65.)

2. “Many boys owe much to their mothers, but I am sure no 
one owes more to his mother’s sweet influence than I do.” 
(Life, Letters and Sermons ofT. B. Larimore, P. 64)

3. “The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world.”
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II.  THE VIRTUOUS WOMAN (Prov. 31:10-31).
A.  Valuable — v. 10, Dependable — v. 11
B.  Beneficial — v. 12, Indefatigable — 13ff
C.  Foresight, good planner — vs.14-18, Benevolent — v. 20
D.  Wise and kind — v. 26, Fears the Lord — v. 30

III.  GODLY WIVES AND MOTHERS IN THE BIBLE (Heb. 
11:32-40).
A.  Sarah

1.  Had faith in God’s promise (Heb. 11:11-16).
2.  Obeyed and respected her husband (I Peter 3:1-6).

B.  Jochebed
1.  Wife of Amram (Exodus 6:20).
2.  Mother of Moses (Exodus 2-10; Heb. 11).

a.  Jochebed was given wages to care for her own son
b.  Every mother receives wages — pay in caring for her 

children (Prov. 23:24-25; 31:1).
C.  Hannah — mother of Samuel

1. Though provoked, tormented by Peninnah, Hannah 
prayed to God (I Sam. 1:6-7; 9-10).

2.  She vowed and kept her vow (I Sam. 1:11; 26-28; 2:20).
3.  Provided for her son (I Sam. 2:19).

D.  Mary, mother of Jesus.
1.  Not mother of God as Catholics teach.
2.  Not without sin — in need of a Savior (Luke 1:47).
3.  Yet, highly favored (Luke 1:26-33).
4.  She kept His sayings in her heart (Luke 2:19).
5.  Her faith in Jesus (John 2:5).
6.  Her loyalty and love for her son (John 19:25-27).

E.  Priscilla — wife of Aquila (Acts 18:1-3).
1.  Great helpmeet to her husband — both tentmakers.
2.  Both involved in teaching Apollos (Acts 18:24-26).
3.  Both Paul’s helpers in Christ Jesus (Rom. 16:3).
4.  Both, for Paul’s life, laid down their own necks (Rom. 

16:4), for which Paul and all the churches of the Gentiles 
were thankful.

5. The church was in their house (Rom. 16:5).
F.  Lois and Eunice (II Tim. 1:5).

1.  Instilled the faith into grandson and son, Timothy.
2.  Taught from an early age (I Tim. 3:14-15).

CONCLUSION:
1.  “Woman’s Sphere” (North, Ettie J., A Christian Home, p.8)
2.  “The Sweetest Name” (Ibid., p. 90)
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Worldliness
Waymon S wain

Zechariah 2:1-4
1.  It was in the 8th month of the 2nd year of Darius, that

Zechariah received his call to be a prophet.
2.  It was about the time of Haggai the prophet, and the governor

Zerubbabel, when he received his call and when he wrote this 
book.

3.  It was the time when the Jews were returning to Jerusalem, 
and when the Law, temple and worship were being established 
again after spending seventy years in Babylon.

4.  For about twelve years or more the task of rebuilding the temple 
has been half completed.

5.  Zechariah says God will rebuild the temple — and will protect 
it with a wall of fire.

6.  The meaning of the vision of chapter two is a prediction of the 
return from the Babylon Captivity.

7.  In a figurative and spiritual sense it portrays many of the truths 
of the Gospel age. Don’t know how far we can stress this point.

8.  Give a short history of the context.
9.  Many lessons can be learned about the home from this.

DISCUSSION:
I.  A LOOK AT OUR HOMES AND PROBLEMS.

A.  One of the most important subjects for anyone to study is 
the home, marriage, divorce and remarriage.

B.  We need to study this subject in the light of what the Bible 
teaches, not how we feel, or what men might say.

C.  This subject touches the lives and emotions of us all.
D.  The church, Christians, and our homes have not escaped 

the problems we have. To marry a Christian does not 
guarantee success.

E.  No problem the church and home faces today is as 
dangerous as this one. Souls are at risk.

F.  Our youth are not being taught the Bible, God's inspired 
word in regards to marriage, divorce and remarriage.

G.  It is hard to go down the street and find a home that does 
riot have a marriage problem in some way.

H.  What can we do? What must we do? What must the Lord’s 
church do to help this matter?,

I.  This is an individual problem, a church problem, a state 
problem, yes, even a national problem.

11.  LOOK AT WHERE WE ARE.
A.  We are living in a time and land of plenty.
B.  We have more than any nation on earth.
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1.  More money
2.  Better homes
3.  Better hospitals, and doctors and medical technology
4.  Better cars and roads
5.  Better church buildings

C.  But, all these things have not made us more Godly. We also 
have more:
1.  Crime
2.  Drugs
3.  Drinking and gambling
4.  Killing, adultery and fornication
5.  More divorce and remarrying
6.  More killing and abortion
7.  More homosexuality
8. And more accepting of these things.

D.  What can we do? What must we do to turn these things 
around. Can anything be done? YES!

E.  We need to remember that the home is a Divine institution.
F.  God established the home, and His teaching in the Bible 

gives dignity to marriage and the home.
G.  The kind of teaching that made the church and homes 

strong in the past, it will take that kind of teaching to keep 
them strong now.

H.  Many times the teaching of the Word of God regarding the 
home, as God planned it, is being banished from our way of 
life. We MUST get back to teaching the Bible in these 
matters.

III.  WE NEED GODLY HOMES.
A.  Religion is a taught religion. All that we are, and know we 

have been taught.
B.  What we are in our homes, and what we think about our 

homes and marriage, we have been taught.
C.  What does it take to MAKE a Godly Home? Titus 2:11-12

1.  Deny ungodliness
2.  Deny worldly lust
3.  Live soberly, seriously
4.  Live righteously
5.  Live godly
6.  Now, in this present world, age.

D.  We must teach the truth on matters that pertain to the 
home as God would have it to be.
1.  Marriage, divorce and remarriage.
2. Teach our youth to prepare to get married and stay 

married for life, until death.
3.  Here, go to the power point.
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Lasciviousness and Revelling
Harold Bigham

1.  Two words describes the modern dance as a work of the flesh: 
lasciviousness and revelling (Gal. 5:19-21; Eph. 4:19; I Peter 
4:3-4; Jude 4).

2.  Defining the terms:
a . Lasciviousness is defined as “wanton, lewd, lustful — tending 

to produce lewd emotions” (Webster). It is the “indecent 
bodily movements, unchaste handling of males and females” 
(Thayer’s Greek Lexicon, p.79,80).

b. Revelling is defined as “Entertainment provided as dances, 
usually a party or ball, the dance, a social assembly of 
persons of both sexes with purpose to dance” (Webster). It has 
a close relationship “with music and dancing” (H. G. Liddell 
and R. Scott, A Greek-English Lexicon, abridged version 
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1963), p.402).

c. Dancing is defined by Webster as “a series of rhythmic and 
patterned bodily movements usually to music.” Dancing is 
used generically in the Bible to describe basically two specific 
types of dancing and is found twenty-seven times in the 
Bible.
1)  It is used as an outburst of emotion or joy because one is 

excited, happy or surprised — King David was dancing in 
the streets because the Ark of the Covenant was no longer 
in the possession of the Philistines and was returned back 
to the children of God (II Sam. 6:14-16). Another example 
is when the lost son came home and “he heard musick and 
dancing” (Luke 15:25). This type of dancing is not con
demned by the Scriptures.

2)  It is used in a manner of a male and female dancing 
together or toward each other and as a result creates 
sexual arousal and pleasure (Exodus 32:15-24; I Sam. 
30:16,17; Mark 6:18-26). Every time men and women 
danced with each other or for the pleasure of each other in 
the Old and New Testament it was condemned. This is the 
type of dancing that is under consideration in the topic of 
discussion for this lecture and will be referred to as such 
as “dancing” throughout this outline. This type of dancing 
is condemned by the Scriptures.

d.  Such Like (Gal.5:21) are things like or resembling the sins in 
this context of which are lasciviousness and revelling. 
Dancing involves these sins.

3.  Dancing destroys morality, influence, character and respecta
bility. It destroys homes.

4.  How can we build firewalls of protection against the modern, 
sensual, worldly, provocative dancing that is condemned by the
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Scriptures and to keep it from destroying our homes? What are 
some firewalls of protection that we can use?

DISCUSSION:
I.  STUDY THE SCRIPTURES (II Tim. 2:15; Acts 17:11;

II Peter 3:18).
A.  Memorize scripture and keep it in your storehouse of 

knowledge (Psalm 119:11) when tempted to dance (cf. Matt. 
4:1-11).

B.  Understand how to study the Bible correctly. Many try to 
justify dancing because they are not logically and correctly 
studying the Bible. Learn the different ways that words 
(dancing) are used in the Bible.

II.  STRONG LEADERSHIP.
A.  In the church

1.  Eldership to oversee and guard the flock’s food from the 
pulpit to the classroom (Acts 20:28; I Peter 5:2).
a .  Provide needed curriculum of study for the Bible 

classes. It would be wise to devote a quarter of the 
year or more to subjects involving worldliness for all 
age groups so that the entire church would be study
ing the same topic on various levels and families 
could discuss at home the dangers of dancing and 
other works of the flesh.

b.  Request sermons to be preached on subjects like this 
and inform the congregation prior to the delivery that 
this request comes from them and not the preacher.

2.  Gospel preachers to boldly proclaim the evils of the 
dance and preach intelligently why it is sinful (Il Tim. 
4:2-4; Titus 2:1).

B.  In the home (Eph. 6:1-4).
1.  Parents that will teach their sons and daughters about 

why they should not dance and not attend activities 
where dancing is permitted, i.e. the prom.

2.  Parents that are good examples and role models to their 
children. “I rather see a sermon than to hear one.”

3.  It is the parents responsibility to raise and train their 
children.
a .  Fathers are to take the lead. Eli was a godly man but 

he was a failure for as father (I Sam. 3:13). He 
provided no restraint to his sons. We need fathers 
who will restrain their children.

b.  We need mothers who will assist in the raising and 
training and be a godly example to her children. We 
need mothers like Eunice who raised a fine young 
man named Timothy (II Tim. 1:5; Phil. 2:19-23).
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c.  "As the home goes, so goes the nation and the 
church.”

III.  SUPPLICATIONS (Eph. 6:18; I Thess. 5:17).
A.  Pray that we enter not into temptation (Matt. 6:13) .
B.  Be persistent when praying (Luke 18:1; Psa. 116:2; 55:17).
C.  Prayer is not only to thank God for all of the blessings that

He has given but also to ask for strength when we are 
tempted.

IV.  SELF-CONTROL (Matt. 7:1-5; Gal. 5:16-26; I Tim. 4:16; 
Matt. 5:28; Eccl. 12:1).
A.  Thayer defines “self-control” as “the virtue of one who 

masters his desires and passions, especially his sensual 
appetites.”

B.  Attributes of self-control are given for old and young (Titus 
2:3-8).

C.  Purpose is godliness (I Tim. 4:7) and the goal is Heaven 
(I Tim. 4:8).

D.  Think on these things (Phil. 4:8) and we will not have time 
to think about dancing.

E.  Each has an duty to “save themselves” (Phil. 2:12; I Cor. 
9:27).

V.  SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT USING BROTHERHOOD
RESOURCES
A.  Read sound publications (articles, books and tracts).
B.  View websites by faithful brethren for research on dancing.
C.  Attend lectureships (as this one) to grow and increase your 

knowledge.
D.  If you have a problem or question about dancing seek to 

study privately with the elders or preacher.

VI.  SHUN DANCING AND BE SEPARATE ( I Thess. 5:22;
I John 2:15-17).
A.  The Bible encourages us to “Flee” sinful activities (II Tim. 

2:22; I Tim. 5:22; I Peter 2:11).
B.  We are to be a distinctive people (II Cor. 6:17; 5:17; Phil. 

2:15; I Peter 2:9; 4:4).
1.  Consideryourinfluence(Matt.5:16). Will it be for good or 

bad?
2.  Consider the people around you when you dance. Will 

they encourage you to go to heaven?
3.  Consider the environment that you voluntarily put 

yourself in. Immodestly, profanity, drinking, sexual 
lusts, etc.
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CONCLUSION:
1.  Lasciviousness and revelling are two works of the flesh that are 

destroying our homes. The modern, provocative, sensual dancing 
that we have studied within this outline is a component of these 
two sins.

2.  May no child of God ever have a desire to practice or approve of 
such but rather let us “seek those things which are above” (Col. 
3:1).

3.  May these firewalls of protection help our homes to be what God 
desires as we live in a permissive society.

Moral Relativism
Tom Snyder

1.  Twice in the Bible it is said that every man did that which was 
right in his own eyes.

2.  Throughout time man has rationalized that while there is law, 
some how, some time, it just doesn’t apply to him (Matt. 23:1-4).

3.  Moral relativism is not just a philosophy of the elite, it is a 
practice suited for the flesh.

4.  We wish to define, exemplify, and defeat moral relativism; by 
invoking God’s firewall that we might stand and not fall to this 
doctrine.

DISCUSSION:
I.  WHAT IS MORAL RELATIVISM?

A.  Relativism is not necessarily a concept to be rejected. We 
have:
1.  Aesthetic Relativism — “Beauty is in the eye of the 

beholder”;
2.  Gourmet Relativism — “I like steak; I don’t like broccoli”;
3.  Cultural and Social Relativism — “1 like living in the 

South.”
B.  The world we live in is diverse and there are many things 

we must accept that are different from our likes and dis
likes.

C.  Do ALL things fall into this realm are all things relative?
1.  What is moral relativism?
2.  Moral relativism is the position that moral or ethical 

propositions do not reflect absolute and universal moral 
truths, but instead make claims relative to social, 
cultural, historical or personal circumstances. Moral 
relativists hold that no universal standard exists by
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which to assess an ethical proposition’s truth. Relati
vistic positions often see moral values as applicable only 
within certain cultural boundaries or in the context of 
individual preferences. (Wikipedia)

D.  Is this the position we are to be taking?
1.  Is lying as beholding art “I like oil paintings?”
2.  Is fornication equivalent to “I like doughnuts?”
3.  Is murder the same as “I like driving a sports car?”

II.  WHY ARE WE CONCERNED WITH MORAL RELATIV
ISM?
A.  If morals are relative, then what governs our society?
B.  What standard will we use to make our laws?
C.  What is even the meaning of “law?”

1.  I dislike murder; I dislike stealing;
2.  I like lying; I like...

D.  Without a moral compass we perish as a nation (Prov. 
29:18).

E.  Consider the following proposal from a newspaper 11-16-06 
called “CONTROLLED CHAOS” by Matthias Schulz:

“We reject every form of legislation,” the Russian aristo
crat and ‘father of anarchism' Mikhail Bakunin once 
thundered. The czar banished him to Siberia. But now it 
seems his ideas are being rediscovered.

European traffic planners are dreaming of streets free of 
rules and directives. They want drivers and pedestrians to 
interact in a free and humane way, as brethren — by means 
of friendly gestures, nods of the head and eye contact, 
without the harassment of prohibitions, restrictions and 
warning signs.”

F.  Paul said that the law was not for the righteous but for the 
sinner (1 Tim 1:9).
1.  Are we, as a driver, so righteous that no law is needed?
2.  Are we, as a member of the human race, so righteous 

that we need no law?
G.  This philosophy is a plague in our society.

1.  Government uses it to determine laws;
2.  Families use it to determining how they are to live or 

stay together;
3.  Churches use this to decide their beliefs;
4.  Individuals use this to direct their morals;
5.  Christians will sometimes use this to direct their lives 

before God.

III.  DOES REALITY SUPPORT MORAL RELATIVISM?
A.  Quotes from the Humanist Manifest:

1. "We affirm that moral values derive their source from
human experience. Ethics is autonomous and situation-
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al, needing no theological or ideological sanction. Ethics 
stems from human need and interest. To deny this 
distorts the whole basis of life. Human life has meaning 
because we create and develop our futures.”

2.  Consider this quote from the Humanist Manifesto II: “In 
the area of sexuality, we believe that intolerant 
attitudes, often cultivated by orthodox religions and 
puritanical cultures, unduly repress sexual conduct. The 
right to birth control, abortion, and divorce should be 
recognized. While we do not approve of exploitive, 
denigrating forms of sexual expression, neither do we 
wish to prohibit, by law or social sanction, sexual 
behavior between consenting adults. The many varieties 
of sexual exploration should not in themselves be con
sidered ‘evil’. Without countenancing mindless per
missiveness of unbridled promiscuity, a civilized society 
should be a tolerant one.”
a .  Notice how the author cannot give up the concept of 

a moral objective standard;
b.  He does choose what he thinks should or should NOT 

be permissible.
c.  This becomes the philosophy of the politician who 

wants to uphold two opposing views.
B.  Reality does not support moral relativism.

1. To reject a real moral objective standard opens the door 
to destruction.

2. The statement that murder is both right and wrong is 
nonsense.

3. The practice of murder cannot be both right and wrong.

IV.  DOES THE BIBLE TEACH MORAL RELATIVISM?
A.  The Bible avers absolute wrong and an absolute right (Gal.

5:19ffj;
B.  Judgement implies absolute wrong and an absolute right

(John 5:29);
C.  Sin implies absolute wrong and an absolute right (I John

5:17);
D.  The coming of Jesus implies absolute wrong and an 

absolute right.

V.  WHAT ARE THE FIREWALLS?
A.  We have absolute morals from an absolute moral cause:

1.  Regardless of man, his ways, his likes and dislikes, God 
is absolute and His moral standard is absolute (Lev. 
11:45; I John 1:5).

2. This is seen in Paul’s discussion concerning the law 
(Rom. 7:7).

B.  God sent forth His Son:
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1.  He received no preferential treatment;
2.  He was perfect yet went to the cross in perfect obedience 

(Heb. 5:8-9).
C.  God demonstrated down through the centuries that He is no 

respecter of persons.
D.  God gave one Gospel to all people for all time:

1. This is the perfect way;
2.  It is a “one size fits all” law (Acts 17:30);
3.  God has told us that it is an either/or, not both (Gal. 

5:17).
E.  God has given and shown to man:

1. The ability to have an absolute judgment and at the 
same time grace and mercy (Prov. 6:16; John 3:16);

2.  The ability to live in any time and in any society without 
compromise of morals (Rom. 14:8).

F.  The understanding that the absolutes of life transcend this 
world (Acts 5:29):
1. That some might not care for my morals;
2.  But 1 seek to please an absolute being and not the mere 

mortal;
3.  Hence the reward is beyond this world.

G.  Understand the absolute wrongs:
1. Absolute wrong, i.e.; Murder, Fornication, Lies.
2. There are some things that are wrong and we must 

make application in the world we live in:
a .  Lascivious, Uncleanness, Covetousness
b.  We must learn the proper application:

1)  What is wrong;
2)  When it is wrong;
3)  Where it is wrong;
4)  Why it is wrong.

H.  Understand and apply the differences between wrong and 
that which we don’t like.

I.  Understand and apply the difference between wrong and 
cultural and social dislikes.

J .  Understand why something is wrong because of a context 
(Heb. 13:4; I Thess. 4:3-4).

CONCLUSION:
1.  Righteousness is objective.
2.  We seek this.

a . To be saved, To have a better life, To have a better family
b. To have a better community and world

3.  Moral relativity is a selfish philosophy that denigrates the world 
in which we live and is disobedience to God.
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Adultery
Jacob Campbell

1.  An ever-present problem — even among the people of God — 
always has been, and probably always will be.

2.  Adultery may properly refer to either the actual act of infidelity/ 
fornication, or to a relationship/“marriage” established without 
God’s approval. Our concern today is with the former. How can 
we prevent infidelity from entering our marriages?

3.  Nothing is more destructive to the home than adultery.
4.  A preventable problem. I Cor. 10:13; II Tim. 3:16-17; II Peter 

1:3; I Cor. 10:13; Eph. 6:10-17
5.  A prevalent problem, but preventable. What preventive 

measures can be taken to protect our families against adultery? 
The remainder of the lesson will explore tactics that are both 
practical and Biblical — how to build firewalls of protection 
against adultery.

DISCUSSION:
I.  BEGIN TEACHING AND PREPARING CHILDREN FOR 

MARRIAGE WHEN THEY ARE YOUNG.
A.  Divine laws of marriage. We certainly cannot expect them 

to learn about the permanence of marriage, marital fidelity, 
the roles of husbands and wives, etc. at school, on TV, in the 
newspapers, or from friends.

B.  Knowing God’s will is a preventive to sin.
1.  Psalm 119:11
2.  Adultery, Prov. 6:20-24; 7:1-5

C.  Emphasize both the physical and spiritual consequences of 
adultery.
1. Teach them of David and Bathsheba (II Sam. 11-12).
2.  Have them memorize passages such as Proverbs 5,6,7.
3.  Appeal to contemporary examples: “This is what 

happens to families and children when a husband or wife 
commits adultery.” (cf. Phil. 3:17). cf. also Deut. 6:5-10, 
20-25; Josh. 4:5-7; 7:25-26

4.  While modern society views divorce and “affairs” as 
harmless or even stylish, we must do all that we can to 
depict adultery as ugly and despicable using these 
aforementioned means.

5.  Prov. 5:3-5, 9-14, 20-23; 6:26-35; 7:22-27; Gal. 5:19-21; 
I Cor. 6:9-10

D.  Instill and cultivate in them qualities necessary to success
ful marriage.
1.  A servant’s mentality early in life.
2.  Proper attitude toward material things.
3.  Selfishness and materialism are common causes of 

disruption and destruction of marriages.
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E.  Prov. 29:15 — children do not just naturally prepare them
selves for marriage; we cannot expect them to instruct 
themselves properly — must be taught.

II.  INSTRUCT AND TRAIN HUSBANDS AND WIVES TO
LOVE EACH OTHER.
A. Agape (Eph. 5:25, 22-33).
B.  Phileo (Titus 2:3-4).
C.  Evidently, these do not always come naturally, but must be 

taught and cultivated in marriage.

III.  LIVE TO MEET YOUR SPOUSE’S MARITAL NEEDS AND
RIGHTS.
A.  This is at the heart of both agape and phileo. Every 

husband and wife should live to please their mate, to seek 
the other’s interest before their own (cf. Eph. 5:22-33).

B.  It is fair for men and women to enter into marriage with 
certain expectations, and it is fair for husbands and wives 
to feel disappointed when they are not met. It is appropriate 
to speak of marital “needs” or “rights.”' These terms are not 
too strong. Paul spoke of “due benevolence” (I Cor. 7:3) that 
belongs in every marriage. “Due” expresses obligation or 
debt; “benevolence” refers to kindness or blessing (more will 
be said on this later). Implied, then, is that there are certain 
favors/kindnesses which we owe our mates and which we 
are owed. Acknowledging this fact is an essential step to 
building successful and happy marriages.

C.  Where these needs are not met and where these rights are 
not attended to, marriages are just waiting to be destroyed.

D.  Points B. and C. must be stressed; they must be openly and 
honestly taught and discussed.

E.  Identifying and understanding the particular needs 
involved in the marriage relationship will go a long way in 
helping to build adultery-proof marriages.

F.  It is also important that we recognize some areas of 
distinction between the essential needs of the wife and 
those of the husband.

G.  Basic marital needs include;
1.  Affection (a mutual need, but especially from wife’s 

perspective).
a .  That this is one of the greatest needs (which 

husbands especially must meet) is not only seen from 
experience and human behavior studies, but, more 
importantly, is a point of emphasis in God’s word.

b.  She needs to be cherished (Eph. 5:28-29); romanced, 
told she is special, praised and complimented (Song 
of Solomon; Prov. 31:28); treated with understanding 
and sensitivity (I Peter 3:7).
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c.  The wife must also be affectionate (cf. Titus 2:4, 
phileo their husbands).

d.  This generally comes more easily and naturally for 
the wife; but, not being “naturally affectionate” does 
not excuse a husband’s failure in that area of 
marriage.

e.  Husbands especially must work at being affectionate.
f.  Husbands and wives should expect to receive 

affection one from the other; those who fail to give it 
are not fulfilling one of their most basic and 
important marital duties, and are withholding from 
their mate a deep and important need.

2.  Sexual fulfillment (a mutual need, but especially on the 
husband’s part).
a .  An honest and open analysis of the differences 

between the genders will reveal that the need for 
sexual gratification is generally a stronger urge for 
men.

b.  This is borne out by general observation and 
experience, by true science and medicine, and is even 
intimated in Scripture.

c.  Where warnings against sexual immorality are 
addressed to a specific gender, they are generally 
(though not always) to the male class (Prov. 5-7; 
Matt. 5:28; 19:10-12; etc.).

d.  But, this is still a mutual need and marital right.
e.  It is a “due benevolence” of the marriage relationship.
f.  To safeguard marriages against adultery, this need 

must be met.
g.  This is not only practical, but again a point of 

emphasis in Scripture.
1)  Prov. 5:15-20; 1 Cor. 7:2-5
2)  Note that the wise man and the apostle not only 

identify adultery as a potential problem, nor do 
they merely pronounce a condemnation of it and 
then command to abstain from it; but, they offer 
a “firewall” of protection, a defense against 
adultery. We want to know how to protect 
marriages and homes from adultery? What do 
these two inspired writers say?
a)  To avoid adultery, be “ravished” with the love 

of your wife, and “satisfied" with her breasts.
b)  Paul speaks even more to the point: “due 

benevolence” (conjugal rights), “defraud 
(deprive) ye not,” “come together” regularly to 
prevent succumbing to the temptation to 
pursue sexual gratification in an unlawful 
setting.
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h.  Marriage is a divinely-arranged outlet for the human 
sexual appetite.

i.  If husbands and wives want marriage to succeed, and 
are really intent on removing potential areas of 
temptation and infidelity, then the Bible’s teaching 
on conjugal rights within marriage must be respected 
and consistently applied.

3.  Companionship.
a.  Companionship is a “due kindness” essential to a 

healthy and happy marriage. Malachi 2:14
4.  Admiration, respect, and support.

a.  Another marital duty, an essential.
b.  Note the words of adoration and praise in Song of 

Solomon. Eph. 5:33; I Peter 3:1-6
5.  Protection and provision (especially on wife’s part) —

1 Peter 3:7
6.  An attractive mate.

a .  No Christian should place the outward appearance of 
their mate above their inner qualities. Nor should a 
Christian be more concerned with appearing 
physically attractive than being attractive “in the 
sight of God.” (1 Peter 3:1-6)

b.  But, love for your mate and a desire to please them 
would dictate that you present yourself in a way that 
would be pleasing and attractive to them, both 
inwardly and outwardly.

c.  Who would deny that physical attraction factors into 
choosing a mate?

d.  It is natural to desire for your mate to be attractive.
e.  It is unhealthy for a marriage for one or both parties 

to make no post-honeymoon attempts to be attractive 
for their mate.

f.  You cared about how you looked to them before you 
were married; why should that change?

g.  Out of a desire to please your mate, and out of 
concern for what is best for your marriage, do what 
you can to be attractive to your mate.

h.  Are not physical attraction and appeal m^jor points 
of emphasis in the Song of Solomon, a book devoted 
entirely to expressing the beauties of married love?

i.  Were Isaac and Jacob out of line for allowing physical 
attraction to influence their choice of mates? (Gen. 
24; 29)

j .  Your mate thought you were attractive when you 
were married; why not try to keep up that impression 
(or even improve on it) throughout the life of your 
marriage?
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7. “Sadly enough, most affairs start because of a lack of 
affection (for the wife) and lack of sex (for the husband).” 
(Willard F. Harley, Jr., His Needs, Her Needs, Fleming
H. Revell, Grand Rapids, MI: 1994, p.38)

H.  The point is this: inherent in man and woman are certain 
urges or even needs. Inherent in the marriage relationship 
ought to be love and sacrifice that result in these mutual 
needs being met. Such is an intended design of marriage. 
Where one fails to see those needs met by his/her spouse, 
there will naturally be a much higher risk of infidelity. 
Adultery often is not sex-oriented or a result of mere 
pursuit of pleasure; it can be, of course, but, generally, 
adultery occurs where husbands or wives fail to render “due 
benevolence,” whether that be affection, or sex (as is its 
immediate meaning in I Cor. 7:3), or protection, or com
panionship, or any other need which is to find its expression 
in marriage. If husbands and wives will strive to identify, 
understand, and meet the basic needs of their mates, much 
straying outside of marriage will be avoided.

I.  This is not to say that a spouse whose needs are met and to 
whom “due benevolence” is rendered will never cheat.

J .  Nor is this to excuse adultery where due benevolence has 
been withheld.

K.  Also, the fact that certain rights exist in marriage does not 
excuse selfish demands that are inconsiderate of one’s mate.

IV.  INSTILL HEALTHY JEALOUSY.
A.  Such as Jehovah had for his bride, Israel. (Deut. 4:24; Jer. 

3:6-8; Deut. 32:21)
B.  Such as Christ has for his bride, the church (I Cor. 10:21-22)
C.  There is such thing as “godly jealousy” — appropriate 

jealousy, jealousy that belongs in certain settings. (II Cor. 
11:1-3)

D.  Other men should know better than to try to dance with my 
wife, to talk inappropriately about how she looks, or to hug 
her too tightly, too often, or for too long.

E.  Bottom line: nothing must even remotely suggest she is 
anything but mine. Paranoia and unwarranted suspicion 
destroy marriages; jealousy belongs in and strengthens 
marriages.

V.  DO NOT PRACTICE OR TOLERATE LASCIVIOUSNESS.
A.  Immodest clothing. Overdo it! Go out of the way to remove 

any possibility of suggestiveness, indecency, nakedness.
B.  Cut out all suggestive, provocative language around others. 

NO flirting.
C.  Dancing.
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VI.  REMOVE IMMORAL MATERIAL FROM THE TELE
VISION.
A.  Remove “Desperate Housewives” and soap operas from the 

TV menu. Is it coincidental that the escalation of adultery 
and divorce is this country has corresponded to the increase 
in soap operas and other shows which glorify adultery and 
fornication?

B.  Remove indecent images from movies.
1.  It is difficult to remove images from the mind.
2.  Be assured that what comes in impacts the heart, the 

person, and behavior (I Cor. 15:33). A steady diet of 
indecency and lewdness will not leave us unaffected.

C.  Adultery is a heart problem (Mark 7:21-23); so, we must 
guard our hearts against it (Prov. 4:23; 23:7). There is no 
question that watching the above does the very opposite.

VII.  REMOVE THE OPPORTUNITY.
A.  When possible, do not be left alone with opposite sex.
B.  Prov. 5:8; 7:9 (emphasis of concealment).
C.  Joseph and Potiphar’s wife (Gen. 39:1 I f—“there were none 

of the men of the house there within”).
D.  David and Bathsheba (II Sam. 11:1-4) — (1) while others 

were gone and at war, and (2) it was evening, so other 
citizens would not have been privy to the scene.

E.  Determine this long before temptation presents itself (cf. 
Job 31:1; Dan. 1:8). Avoiding the first step is much easier 
than getting out of a sticky situation when one develops.

F.  Open doors, not being alone with opposite sex, etc. should 
be built-in policies and tendencies that naturally apply 
themselves — second nature.

VIII.  BE OPEN AND HONEST. (COMMUNICATE)
A.  Do not allow small problems to go unresolved.
B.  James 5:16 (especially in marriage).

IX.  FILL YOUR LIFE WITH CHRISTIAN SERVICE AND
FRIENDSHIPS.
A.  The family that prays together, studies together, visits 

together, travels to lectureships together will be much more 
likely to stay together.

B.  Two-fold benefit:
1.  Takes time and opportunity away.
2.  Takes desire away.

C.  Doing good is a barrier to any sinful practice.
D.  Phd. 4:8; Psalm 119:11

X. PRAY. Matt. 6:13; James 1:4-5; James 5:16-17
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CONCLUSION:
1.  Successful marriages are built upon understanding, appreciat

ing, and applying God's laws on the subject.
2.  Husbands and wives must learn from one another and from 

others how to love and please their mates.
3.  Extreme caution should be taken to avoid behaviors that are 

suggestive or situations that are potentially dangerous.
4.  Lean upon God for help and strength.

Drugs
Tom House

1.  Drug and alcohol abuse continues to be America’s most pressing 
societal problem.

2.  The ill effects of this woe have permeated nearly every facet of 
the culture.

3.  The effects, which are manifest in the civil, social, economic, 
domestic, and spiritual domains, are usually tabulated annually 
to provide the populous a perspective on how it is destroying 
itself.
a .  The civil domain:

1)  Of every 200 to 2,000 drunk drivers on the road at any one 
time, only one will be arrested; and only few of them are 
severely punished.

2)  Over 80% of Americans who drink have admitted to 
driving after drinking.

3)  It is estimated that 7% of the driving population account 
for over 66% of all alcohol related crashes.

4)  To put it in perspective; depending on what area of the 
country one lives, between 7 p.m. and 3 a.m. on weekends, 
one of ten drivers met on the road will be legally impaired.

b. The social domain:
1)  Thousands of families are affected every year in that more 

than 100,000 people die every year due to alcohol use.
2)  Alcohol is involved in:

a)  66% of all fatal accidents;
b)  70% of all murders;
c)  53% of all fire deaths;
d)  60% of all sex crimes against children;
e)  45% of all drownings;
0 50% of rapes;
g) 56% of domestic disputes.

c.  The economic domain:
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1)  Just the insurance companies have estimated that drunk 
drivers cost American tax-payers about 25 billion dollars 
a year in claims.

2)  The other problems added to this account for more than 
$100 billion dollars a year in economic loss due to alcohol 
and drug use.

3)  $10 to $20 billion is lost every year to work-time loss due 
to alcohol use.

4)  Over $10 billion is lost in cost for welfare families affected 
by alcoholism and drug use.

d. The domestic domain:
1)  60% of child abuse cases are attributed to alcoholism.
2)  56% of all domestic disputes involve alcohol.
3)  One of the greatest contributing factors to the high rate of 

divorce is alcoholism and drug use.
e.  The spiritual domain:

1)  The alcoholic and drug addict are not spiritually minded; 
they are self-absorbed and usually oblivious to the affect 
that they have on others.

2)  The percentage of alcoholics and drug addicts who attend 
religious services is generally quite small. (Isa. 5:11-12)

3)  The lack of spiritualism in their lives is translated in how 
they treat themselves and others.

4)  Most times they are unaware of how they behave, or that 
their behavior is seen as unacceptable.

5)  Solomon warned that those who succumbed to the brew 
would behave in such ways, which, had they not become 
inebriated, they would not as likely have acted in such a 
manner. (Prov. 23:29-35; 20:1)

4.  The Bible’s clear condemnation of the use of intoxicant alcohol 
is just as clear regarding the use of illicit chemical substances.
a .  In Galatians 5, the works of the flesh are designated; 

including the term "witchcraft.” v. 20
b. “Witchcraft” is translated from the Greek word pharmakia, 

from whence comes the word “pharmacy,” or “pharmaceu
tical.”

c.  The “sorcerers” of the day were known in two camps:
1)  Some were “soothsayers,” or those whom we would know 

as “magicians.”
2)  Others were known for their potions; many of which were 

quite potent; highly addictive opiates, and hallucinogens.
5.  The Greek word for “drunkenness,” (v. 21), is from methe a noun, 

literally interpreted as “strong drink.”
a. The term correlates with the verb forms, methusko, meaning 

the process by which one becomes drunken; namely, 
drinking; or,

b. Methuo, in the passive voice, interpreted as “have well 
drunk.” (John 2:10)
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1) The passage in Galatians 5 states that “they which do 
such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.’’ (v. 21)

6.  The question most particular to this study is: What might we do 
to protect our homes against such vile infections.

7.  This lesson is designed to approach the problem by applying 
four “I”s.

DISCUSSION:
I.  INFORM

A.  Information is the key to approaching any problem. (Prov. 
1:5; 4:13)

B.  One needs first to inform self.
1.  Learn of the dangers of chemical abuse.
2.  Go to the law officials and listen to the sad stories they 

will tell of those who went the path of chemical abuse.
3.  Do not take for granted the experiences you have; 

whether by personal use or those you know who have 
been affected by its use.

4.  Never, ever presume that your children will not involve 
themselves in the chemical culture!

C.  Inform your children of the dangers of chemical abuse.
1.  If there are programs provided by schools or other civic 

organizations, research the validity of the programs; and 
if sound and dependable, see to it that the children are 
present.

2.  Never, ever presume that your children will understand 
and appreciate the dangers of chemical substances; 
presume that they will be curious.

3.  Never, ever presume that your children fully understand 
what it means to live righteously; just because they live 
in the house with Christians does not mean that they 
will act like one!

4. Teach them principles of righteousness. (Eph. 6:4; Prov. 
23:19:21)

D.  Inform your law enforcement officers.
1.  You may have to do it with anonymity, but provide the 

officers with information you may have of drug dealers, 
or sites where users or dealers work.

2.  Law officials cannot do much in the area of drug enforce
ment without information.

II.  INQUIRE
A.  Inquire of those in the medical community for information 

about the physical signs of chemical abuse.
B.  Doctors will also likely be able to give you information 

about symptomatic behavioral patterns of those who are 
chemically dependant.
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C.  Inquire of law officials about the particular forms of para
phernalia which might be employed by users.

D.  When or if you are able to identify certain paraphernalia, or 
if you discover chemicals for which your child has no 
prescription, inquire as to what they are and how they came 
to be in their possession. Do not relent!

E.  When the children are not in your presence, inquire of their 
whereabouts; and conspicuously, if necessary, check the 
information they give you.

F.  While, in some cases, this might seem untrusting; it may 
save your child’s life!

G.  Never, ever presume that your children will “always” tell 
you the truth.

III.  INVOLVE
A.  A sure path to disaster is to ignore one’s children.
B.  Never, ever assume that they automatically develop a sense 

of maturity; it must be developed by example and teaching.
C.  For certain, a parent’s responsibility is primarily to be in 

areas of spiritual training. (Prov. 22:6; Eph. 6:4)
1.  Never assume that a child knows “the way.”
2.  When a child comes of an age to think for himself, he will 

think his “way” is “the way.” (Prov. 12:15; 14:12)
3.  Timothy was trained from a youth in the way of the 

Scriptures. (II Tim. 3:15)
4.  Families need to focus on spiritual activities as well as 

wholesome secular activities.
D.  Parents should involve themselves in community efforts 

where children’s needs are being emphasized; such will 
demonstrate their interests in their own children’s well
being.

IV.  INSPIRE
A.  Children seek role-models; be one!
B.  Paul urged his young protege, Timothy, to present himself 

as an example to the believers. (I Tim. 4:12)
C.  Young people learn to be examples from following examples 

of those they deem worthy of their emulation.
D.  Hence, our behavior should be patterned after the Lord’s.

1.  Paul urged the Corinthian brethren to be a “follower” of 
him, insomuch as he was a “follower” of Christ. (I Cor. 
11:1)

2.  The word used in 1 Cor. 11:1, is mimetes in the Greek, 
and means to imitate.

3.  The same word is used in Eph. 5:1-2.
4.  Paul also urged the Philippians to be “fellow imitators.” 

(Phil. 3:17)
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E.  A pertinent question to be asked is: “What does it mean to 
be like Christ?”
1.  It means to do things as Christ would do them.
2.  It means doing those things for the reason Christ did 

them.
3.  It means to avoid things Christ avoided.
4.  It means avoiding those things for the reason Christ 

avoided them.
5.  It is to know that Christ was tempted like we are, and 

did not sin. (Heb. 4:15)
6.  It is to know that He has made ways of escaping tempta

tion for us. (I Cor. 10:13)
F.  Our children need to learn that there is nothing wrong with 

being righteously different. (Rom. 12:1-2)
1.  Our children desire, in the worst way, to conform to the 

world.
2. They must be trained to think otherwise; their minds 

need to be “renewed.”
G.  Would Jesus have been exposed to the types of behavior 

about which has been discussed here? Absolutely!
1.  He would avoid them because He knew the influence of 

evil they would have, and He would not be responsible 
for tempting man to evil. (James 1:13-17)

2.  He would have spoken vehemently against such 
behavior, even as Paul would. (Eph. 5:1-5,11)

3. Jesus would be mindful, as He would inspire Paul to 
write, that we are to “glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God’s.” (I Cor. 6:19-20)

CONCLUSION:
1.  We should all have an addiction problem, but one which engages 

that which is good. (I Cor. 16:15)
2.  To be like Christ is to be sellless. (Matt. 20:28)
3.  One who is chemically dependant thinks of no one but himself; 

he is self-consumed and self-destructive.
4.  Emphasizing things spiritual will greatly enhance our ability to 

guard against the “wiles of the devil.” (Eph. 6:11-17; Phil. 4:6-7 
“keep” phroureo mounted guard or sentinel, to protect).
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Children
Roger D. Campbell

1.  There are few thrills in life that can match the excitement that 
parents have when they hold their newborn or newly adopted 
child in their arms for the first time. It was “a rush” for them 
when they experienced it with their first child, and if they later 
have more children, then the joy of the birth or adoption of a 
child never diminishes.

2.  As kids grow, they can be real charmers. They can also be little 
(or big) terrors.

3.  You name it, and kids can bring it out in us. Children can cause 
their parents, grandparents, and other adults to smile or frown, 
laugh or cry, rejoice or grieve, be happy or be angry, run to keep 
up or sit down to rest, feel proud or feel disappointed.

4.  While the thrill of the natural birth or adoption of one’s child 
never fades with the passing of time, it pales in comparison to 
the sense of happiness and pride that Christian parents feel 
when their son or daughter obeys the gospel and is “born again” 
(John 3:3-7).

5.  However, on the other end of the spectrum of emotions, there is 
extreme pain in the heart of a Christian parent when one’s child 
fails to obey the gospel, struggles with his/her faith, or when 
that son or daughter turns from the Lord and returns to being 
a slave of sin.
a . Jacob was grieved when he lost Joseph, and he endured that 

grief for some 22 years (Gen. 37:31-35).
b.  David was heartbroken when his son Absalom turned against 

him, and his sorrow deepened when Absalom was taken from 
him in death (Il Sam. 18:33).

c.  How much more must have been the grief of the Lord God 
when He saw the behavior of His people and declared, “I have 
nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled 
against me” (Isa. 1:2).

d. Parents, the Lord rejoices with you w hen your children walk 
in the light (I John 1:7). God also feels your pain when you 
struggle with kids that are not what He and you would have 
them to be.

4.  While all of us are “children” in the sense that we are the son or 
daughter of someone, for our purposes in this lesson, we will use 
the word “children” to refer to those sons and daughters that 
still live under the same roof with their parent(s) and are still 
under their parents’ rule.

5.  Christian parents want their children to succeed in life. In God’s 
sight, true “success” takes place when a person follows His law 
(Josh. 1:8).
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6.  What can parents do to help their children enjoy that kind of 
success in their lives? How can parents help their kids be 
prepared to deal with and overcome the hindrances they will 
encounter in life?

7.  If it is true that husbands must strive to understand their wives 
and dwell with them according to knowledge (I Peter 3:7), would 
it not also be true that parents ought to seek to understand their 
children, and children in general?

DISCUSSION:
I.  SOME THINGS THAT CHILDREN ARE.

A.  Not adults (so do not demand maturity from them).
B.  Not flawless (so do not expect perfection from them).
C.  A heritage of Jehovah (Psalm 127:3).
D.  Complex beings. Who can figure them out?
E.  Individuals (cf. the sons of Jacob).

II.  SOME THINGS THAT CHILDREN DESIRE.
A.  Attention. They crave for others to notice them, accept/ 

approve of them, and praise them.
B.  They want to be treated as individuals.
C.  They long for their parents to listen to them and learn what 

they think, suggest, desire, enjoy, etc.
D.  Children make requests of parents (Matt. 7:9-11).
E.  Samson had his own desire (Judges 14:1,2).
F.  At various stages in life, they desire different levels of 

independence (Luke 15:11-13).
G.  Kids need to learn the difference between “I want some new 

shoes” and “1 need some new shoes.”

III.  SOME THINGS THAT CHILDREN DISLIKE.
A.  Parents showing favoritism or partiality in the way they 

deal with their kids.
1.  Classic example: Jacob loved Joseph more than his other 

kids (Gen. 37:3,4).
2.  This is a sure way to anger and discourage the kids that 

are not shown special treatment (Col. 3:21).
B.  Parents comparing one child with another and telling one, 

“Why can’t you be more like your brother/sister?”
C.  Parents having unrealistic expectations for them.
D.  Parents criticizing or punishing them harshly or unfairly.
E.  Parents putting work or other things before them.
F.  Parents communicating in one manner only: “No.”

IV.  SOME THINGS THAT CHILDREN LEARN.
A.  It is incredible how quickly youngsters pick up on things. 

Their knowledge grows in leaps and bounds.
B.  Children learn by observation.
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1. They hear and see what others do. This is how they learn 
to talk, throw a ball, or pop a wheelie on a bike. It is also 
how they learn to hit a person, smoke a cigar, or drive 
faster than the speed limit.

2.  Yes, like it or not, kids tend to imitate what they 
observe, especially in their parents (Ezek. 16:44).

3.  Parents need to set a good example (Matt. 5:16; Titus 
2:7). The ridiculous approach of, “Do as I say, not as I 
do,” is a sure path of disaster (Rom. 2:21-24).

D.  Children learn by experimentation.
1. “How would ketchup taste on my cereal?”
2. “If I spray red paint on a white cat, how will that look, 

and what will the cat do?”
3. “If I get home ten minutes after curfew, will my parents 

do anything about it?” (Col. 3:20).
D.  Children learn by association with others.

1. Their associations are important (I Cor. 15:33).
2.  David had Jonathon for a close friend (I Sam. 18:1-4), 

while David’s son, Absalom, had Jonadab as his friend 
(Il Sam. 13:1-6). What a difference!

D.  Children learn what they are taught.
1.  Children have a great capacity to learn.
2.  Parents, practice Samuel’s approach: “I will teach you 

the good and the right way” (I Sam. 12:23).
3.  Parents teach by what they say, but also by what they do 

not say (II Kings 1:6). Where do you think kids learn to 
use profanity or say, “I love you?”

4.  Parents teach by what they do, and do not do.

V.  SOME THINGS THAT CHILDREN MUST FACE.
A.  Going through adolescence some of the changes can be 

awkward and frustrating for both kids and parents.
B.  They will juggle a life that might include homework, a job, 

sports, music, or other special activities. The stress of such 
responsibilities can seem overwhelming.

C.  The pressure to conform to the world is intense (Rom. 
12:1,2; II Tim. 2:22).

D.  Kids will be enticed to sin (Prov. 1:10; I Peter 5:8).
E.  In public schools, you can be sure that our kids will:

1.  Be taught the godless theory of evolution;
2.  Hear widespread profanity;
3. See people dressed immodestly;
4.  Have access to liquor and other drugs;
5.  Be encouraged to attend dances;
6.  Be exposed to pornography;
7.  Have access to free or paid sex.
8.  Be put down for refusing to have a part in interdenomin

ational activities;



44 1 5th Annual “LABOURERS TOGETHER WITH GOD” Lectures

VI.  SOME THINGS THAT CHILDREN NEED.
A.  To have a sense of security.
B.  To be understood and appreciated.
C.  To have a sense of belonging/having a place.
D.  To receive adequate time and attention from parents.
E.  To know they are loved (Titus 2:4,5).
F.  To be forgiven when they err (Luke 15:11-32).
G.  To receive proper spiritual training (Deut. 6:6,7; 4:9; Eph. 

6:4).
H.  To learn respect for authority (Eph. 6:1,2; I Peter 2:13; Heb. 

13:17; Acts 5:29).
I.  To be disciplined (Prov. 29:15).
J.  To have opportunities to associate with other good kids. “A 

friend loveth at all times” (Prov. 17:17).

CONCLUSION:
1.  Children are complex beings that need special, loving attention 

from their parents.
2.  In our study, we have noted some of those things that children 

are, desire, dislike, learn, have to face, and need.
3.  “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in 

truth” (III John 4).

Fornication
Tony Liddell

1.  God is our protector against the enemy (Psalm 20).
a.  Some things such as: sickness, storms and even death, cannot 

be completely guarded against (II Kings 4:18-20). They are 
sin’s inevitable product.

b.  But, there are things which cannot come upon us if we will 
stay in God’s almighty hand (John 10:27-29).

2.  Above all things, a father and mother wish to protect their 
family.
a.  For example, cleanliness prevents sickness, strong shelters 

shield and watchful eyes guard young lives (Gen. 43:8).
b. The home, even with these measures, is not secure.
c.  Wisdom tells us that we, who are unable to stand alone 

against our enemies, turn to a Higher Power (Prov. 3:5).
3.  Without God’s wisdom, we would never know whether or not we 

should drink, or dance, or fornicate, as these actions are 
approved by society.
a. The godless live outside of God’s Law (Rom. 1:28-32).
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1)  One of their favorite offenses is fornication.
a)  The word “fornication” came from the activities done in 

vaulted underground dwellings called fornices. These 
things are done in secret (Prov. 7).

b)  Fornication is against God’s Law (Eph. 5:3; I Thess. 
4:3). Fornicators are condemned to punishment (Jude 
7).

2)  They know that an earthly judge will not imprison them 
for fornication; they think that it must not be con
demnable.

3)  The man or woman who enjoys sexual relations outside 
the marriage bond is fortunate, they say. “Lucky you,” 
they respond, as they wish to find a partner in sin, too.

4)  This is earth’s rejection of God their disdain for marriage 
and its Designer.

5)  What will stand between such immorality and our homes? 
The sin of fornication can do vastly more damage to the 
home than bankruptcy, cancer or a hurricane.

b. When God’s authority is absent, parents cannot tell their 
children, “This is why you need to do this” (Deut. 31:12,13).

c.  Children have no reason to respect their parent’s law, and 
they seek their own way. Will a generation arise that does 
not know God (Judges 2:10)?

4.  God’s protection is lost to these (Isa. 59:2).
5.  Our great enemy, Satan, stands at the gate.

a .  Unlike sickness and injury or even death, Satan does not 
have a way in unless invited.

b. But, we are talking of those who have a wall around their 
homes. Many do not.

c.  Others, have a wall which a fox could walk upon and break.
d. And, some leave the gate flung open and even put out the 

welcome mat for their enemy.
6.  Our defenses must be stronger than the enemy’s onslaught.

a .  How can we defeat Satan who was God’s mighty angel?
b. We can put our trust in God, who is superior to the adversary 

(Rev. 20:10).
c.  God’s wall of protection cannot be breached (Deut. 20:3,4).
d. Let Satan come with his war machines of temptation and his 

army, paid with sin and death. They cannot overcome the 
Lord’s people (I Cor. 15:57).

e.  No broken down wall will do, though a wall of fire is what we 
need (Zech. 2:5).

7.  The home’s best defense against spiritual harm is found in God.
a . Our homes need God’s protection from the destructive power 

of fornication.
b. There are specific things God will help us to do in preparation 

to fight temptation.
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c.  With God’s help, we can know that an impenetrable boundary 
is set against sin.

d. God gives us the materials, the tools and the directions to do 
our part in building a wall that defies the Devil.

DISCUSSION:
I.  PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT PREMARITAL SEX CAN BE 

MADE “SAFE.”
A.  Are regret, heartbreak, unplanned and unwanted preg

nancy, and other more devastating consequences fun? Is 
contracting disease that is incurable or deadly safe? What 
about the soul’s well-being?

B.  People worry about hurting family, finding the right person 
to experience that special moment with, and being found 
out (among other things). They ought to worry about those 
things.

C.  We ought to think and do many things. We ought to do 
things which are spiritually healthy. More important than 
any physical consequence is the fact that fornication is 
death to the soul (I Cor. 6:9,10).

D.  There are many reasons why we should oppose the sin of 
fornication with all our might.
1.  We do not have the right to do whatever we want to do 

with our bodies (I Cor. 6:15-20).
2.  Fornication is a sin against God, one’s own body and 

one’s spouse (if he or she should be married) (I Cor. 
6:15-20; Matt. 19:9).

3.  Fornication is dangerous to physical health and mental 
health, as well.
a.  Gallagher and Waite’s research led them to conclude 

that “those who chose to live together in a sexual 
relationship before marriage are much more likely to 
divorce later.”

b.  Feldhahn said that people “in unmarried sexual 
relationships are also far more likely to be victims of 
domestic violence, infidelity, depression and even 
poorer health.”

4. That sin takes a blessing of God, and by improper union, 
makes it an unclean thing (Heb. 13:4).

5.  It tarnishes the reputation of the individual and brings 
shame to the family (Matt. 1:18,19). Joseph worried 
about his reputation.

6. The church will be reproached if the world sees 
hypocrisy in it (I Peter 3:16,17).

7. The home is harmed by fornication.
a .  Fornicators teach their children to do the same 

(1 Kings 15:3).
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1)  Hypocrites believe their children will not learn 
their ways.

2)  The godless teach their children that the home is 
an out-dated institution of bondage that the 
“enlightened” must reject. Glass says, “According 
to a 2004 Primetime Live survey, 70 percent of 
seniors disapprove of premarital sex as compared 
to a 71 percent approval rating for 18-29 year- 
olds. And yet there still remain females married 
to ideas about sexual purity. Call it the Stockholm 
syndrome some women suffer after years of 
patriarchal law.” She approves of the new 
direction the world is taking.

b.  Young men and women enjoy the moment, but suffer 
later.

c.  Homes should be established by purpose and love, 
and not the necessity of caring for a child.

d.  Distrust often fills the homes of young people who 
have not waited for marriage.

e.  When fornication is termed adultery, homes are 
broken (Matt. 5:32; 19:9; Mark 10:11).
1)  The vows of marriage and the security of the 

home are nothing in the hands of a sinner.
2)  Habits formed in youth are not easily left behind.
3)  Selfishness is the catalyst for infidelity.
4)  The home is in danger that is host to drinking, 

pornography, revelry, and other things precipit
ous to fornication.

5)  Few can overcome the harm caused to the home 
by this sin.

6)  Many homes are incomplete today, because 
mother or father or both sinned against each 
other. And, their children suffer with them.

E.  We need to know how we can stand against temptation. 
How can we avail ourselves of God’s protection which He 
promises to those who seek after righteousness?

II.  GOD ALWAYS STANDS BETWEEN HIS PEOPLE AND
THE ENEMY.
A. The enemy may hurl threats and temptations for us to 

surrender to his demands, but the faithful cannot be forced 
to surrender to the foe.
1.  Remember how that King Shalmaneser of Assyria came 

against Israel and took them away into captivity. Israel 
was a wicked nation that had turned its back on God 
(II Kings 18:11,12). This happened in Hezekiah’s sixth 
year of rule in Judah.
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2. Just eight years later, Sennacherib, the new king of 
Assyria, came now against Hezekiah. The Assyrians 
stood before the wall of Jerusalem and threatened the 
king and his kingdom.

3.  Rabshakeh brought Sennacherib’s message to the people 
of Jerusalem (II Kings 18:28-32).

4. This is how the Devil works. He seeks to diminish our 
confidence in God, and seeks to increase our trust in the 
ability of sin (surrendering to temptation) to give us the 
things we want.

5.  Hezekiah’s response teaches us. He went to the Lord and 
sought help against the enemy (II Kings 19:19).

6.  God’s comforting words enabled Hezekiah to face the 
enemy without fear (Il Kings 19:32-34).

7.  One-hundred and eighty-five thousand men of Sennach
erib’s army were slain by God’s angel, and Sennacherib 
went home to Nineveh.

8. There, he was killed by his own sons while worshiping 
his god Nisroch (II Chron. 32:21). Nisroch offered no help 
to his devotee.

B.  Yet, the wall of Jerusalem did not protect Hezekiah and his 
people from the Assyrians; God did.

C.  This lectureship is centered on building a firewall against
Satan’s destructive devices against the home.
1.  We need to remember that the walls men build will fall 

down and fail us. The conquest of Canaan is a mighty 
example of God’s power versus the giants among men.

2.  Sadly, computer firewalls do not protect from all 
hackers. Firewalls in vehicles do not always protect the 
passenger from the dangerous heat and caustic contents 
of the engine compartment. Though we have great 
engineers, we fail many times in protecting ourselves 
and our loved ones.

D.  When we think of the home and the souls that make it up, 
we realize that failure is not tolerable.

E.  When the Lord promised His protection to spiritual Jerusa
lem, He used these powerful words of comfort, “For I, saith 
the LORD, will be unto her a wall o f fire round about, and 
will be the glory in the midst o f her” (Zech. 2:5).
1.  We can be sure that God cares for His people the apple 

of His eye (v. 8).
2. We saw that God literally protected Jerusalem with a 

wall of fire through His angels, who are as “a flame of 
fire” (Heb. 1:7).

3.  God is able to protect our nation, the church and the 
home, if we will seek His help. God becomes our mighty 
firewall.
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III.  GOD’S FIREWALL IS THERE FOR US; WE MUST 
BUILD IT AND EMPLOY IT.
A.  So many people complain that God has rained sorrow down 

upon their lives. Perhaps they even lose faith in God (Job 
2:9).
1. “God doesn’t care about me,” they say, but they have not 

cared at all for God.
a .  They failed to count the times someone invited them 

to learn of Jesus.
b.  They forget that there is a Bible lying in that pile of 

papers in their dresser drawer.
2. God does not bring sorrow upon us. We do.

a.  God is always faithful.
b.  God is always righteous and just.
c.  The problem comes when we sin and face the con

sequences of sin in the world (Gen. 3:23,24). Woe unto 
the ones who find themselves on the wrong side of 
God's firewall.

d.  The world does not believe in sin, nor does it avoid its 
judgments, because the world does not believe in God 
or His Bible (II Cor. 5:10; Psalm 53:1).

B.  We have seen the need for a firewall against fornication. 
Let us now find the tools and the wisdom we need to employ 
such a defense.
1.  God will help you to build a firewall against premarital 

sex.
a.  STUDY — We escape “the pollutions of the world 

through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ” (11 Peter 2:20).
1)  We must know the Lord to be his faithful bride, 

the church (Hosea 2:19,20).
2)  Realize that sexual relations prior to marriage are 

not just a disappointment to caring parents, but 
also a disappointment to God (Gen. 6:4-6).

3)  Learn from the great examples of men and women 
of the Bible who remained pure.
a)  Joseph (Gen. 39:7-12)
b)  Queen Vashti (Esther 1:10-12)
c)  Mary (Isa. 7:14)

4)  Many people are “destroyed for lack of knowledge” 
and fall into this particular snare of the Devil 
(Hosea 4:6).

b.  PRAY — God will deliver you from evil, if you pray 
for help (Luke 11:4).
1)  Elijah is described as a human being, just like us. 

His earnest prayer reached the ear of God, and 
Elijah received His powerful help (James 5:17).
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2)  If we think we can stand on our own against 
temptation, we are wrong. God has said that we 
are able to overcome temptation, if we trust in 
Him (I Cor. 10:12,13).

3)  Mary A. Kidder’s song “Did You Think To Pray” 
has an important message in it. “Ere you left your 
room this morning, Did you think to pray? In the 
name of Christ our Savior, Did you sue for loving 
favor, As a shield today? ...When you met with 
great temptation, Did you think to pray?”

c.  AVOID TEMPTATION — We are not ignorant of
Satan’s devices (II Cor. 2:11).
1)  Throw away music, movies and magazines that 

encourage fornication.
2)  Keep your distance from places, such as: bars, 

clubs, parties, public beaches and public pools 
(Matt. 5:28).

3)  Dancing, drunkenness and immodesty lead to 
more sin (I Peter 4:3).

4)  Be wary of impure speech (Prov. 7:21).
5)  Remember the children’s song “Be careful...little 

eyes, little ears, little mouth, little hands and 
little feet.”

d.  SEEK ENCOURAGEMENT — Other like-minded 
people can help you.
1)  Group activities
2)  Church gatherings
3)  Date in public places.
4)  Enjoy wholesome things: good movies, good food, 

sports and friends.
5)  Don’t leave your parents out; their advice is 

golden.
e.  CHASTITY — Date someone who is chaste.

1)  Moral purity is one of the chief qualities to seek 
(Titus 2:5; I Peter 3:2).

2)  She will not dress, speak or have the attitude 
which indicates loose morals.

3)  He will not press her to leave her purity, because 
he values her good character.

4)  Too many times, young men and women seek for 
traits in their dates that work against keeping 
purity.

f.  Learn to say, “NO.”
1)  People become drunk with lust, losing their 

inhibitions (Sol. 4:10). Think clearly, and refuse 
what is inappropriate.

2)  Plan an escape (I Cor. 10:13).
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3)  The boyfriend or girlfriend you want will respect 
your decision.

4)  Think of how many other dangerous things 
require a “No” response, and “Just say NO!”

5)  Talk about your values with your date.
6)  Respect yourself and your date enough to abstain 

from sexual sins.
g.  Learn to be PATIENT — it is a virtue (II Peter 1:6).

1)  This is a case of good things for those who wait. 
God created that relationship to be enjoyed in its 
right place.

2)  Remember that Hebrews 13:4 says that "marriage 
is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but 
whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.”

3)  In the meantime, inspired advice is to “flee 
fornication” (I Cor. 6:18).

h.  Remember MARRIAGE — Though disrespected and 
forgotten, this divine institution is a blessing to 
mankind (Matt. 19:8).
1)  Remember that you will marry someone you date. 

Date someone you might marry, not someone who 
fulfills a temporary desire.

2)  Paul said that it is better for those who are vexed 
by their situation to marry than to burn (I Cor. 
7:9).

2.  God will help you to build a firewall against extramarital 
sex.
a .  One of the saddest scenes in the Bible is that of

David and Bathsheba’s adultery. This sin, the sins 
that followed it and the terrible ripples that coursed 
through David’s family warn us against home
wrecking fornication (II Sam. 11,12).

b.  SELFLESSNESS — This is the example we have 
from the Bridegroom (Eph. 5:21).
1)  Perhaps people considering infidelity think, “I 

deserve better.” This attitude needs to be 
changed. Your spouse deserves better from you.

2)  When people complain about their spouses, they 
may have failed to realize that one gets out of 
marriage what he puts into marriage.

3)  Selfishness leads to a chilling distancing of those 
who should be closest in the world.

4)  God says come back together, do not seek happi
ness in an extramarital relationship (Col. 3:19; 
1 Cor. 7:5).

5)  "And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's 
sake hath forgiven you" (Eph. 4:32).
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6)  Following the Golden Rule in marriage will bring 
you closer.

c.  VOWS — A solemn promise was made.
1)  Marriage vows are similar to baptism. The one 

baptized must leave others he adored and commit 
himself to God. This commitment is not a 
temporary thing. Similarly, you should sincerely 
approve of your vows when you make them and 
commit to them for the rest of your life, saying, “I 
have forsaken all others for you.”

2)  Marriage has not changed from the very 
beginning (Gen. 2:21-25). “Leave and cleave” is 
still right.

3)  Remember the ring on your finger. The unending 
love it represents is an ideal that can be realized.

4)  God keeps His promises to us, and is our example 
of faithfulness (1 John 2:25). Will we keep our 
promises?

5)  “Rejoice with the wife o f thy youth” (Prov. 5:18).
d.  COUNSELING — Talking with someone who has 

been down this road already may help you to smooth 
out bumps and avoid problems.
1)  Some states require counseling prior to marriage 

because it is recognized that people may enter 
into marriage unprepared.

2)  Very harmful mistakes may be avoided if a 
Christian counselor is consulted. Ultimately, we 
always look to God’s counsel.

CONCLUSION:
1.  Clearly, fornication is a factor in the destruction of many homes.
2.  If we can protect our homes against this threat, then we have a 

valuable opportunity, indeed.
3.  God offers the protection we need. He will be a wall of fire about 

us if we will trust in Him.
4.  We studied some of the parts of a good defense against Satan.

a .  For the unmarried: study, prayer, avoiding temptation, 
seeking encouragement, seeking chastity, saying “No,” 
patience and marriage can prevent fornication.

b.  For the married: selflessness, remembering vows and wise 
counsel are part of our defense.

4.  Live the Christian life and enjoy the blessings of a home where
Christ is welcomed.
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Gambling
Tony Edwards

1.  Although gambling in America is a national scourge, many 
people consider it a harmless recreational activity.
a . To view gambling this way is to depreciate the attention that 

should be given to its harmful effects.
2.  Gambling is not merely a minor vice, but has become a m^jor 

social evil.
3.  For some individuals, gambling is a serious problem, with social, 

financial and emotional costs that affect their lives and the lives 
of those they love.

4.  Gambling is destructive and its mischievous effects are seen in 
society.
a .  It promotes crime.
b.  It contributes to greater poverty.
c.  It leads to addiction.
d.  It ruins the work ethic.
e.  It misplaces trust in God’s provisions.
f.  It encourages sloth and laziness.
g.  It encourages discontent in life.

5.  And all these things, in turn, put great stress on families, which 
results in more broken homes.

6.  This lecture will focus briefly on the sin of gambling and the 
destructive effects of gambling with more attention being giving 
to building firewalls of protection against gambling and relaying 
this message to our children.

DISCUSSION:
I.  THE SIN OF GAMBLING.

A.  God’s attitude toward gambling is evident from the 
Scriptures.

B.  Although there are no direct references to the word 
“gambling,” the Bible abounds with many principles that 
allow us to draw some valid conclusions.

C.  Since this lesson is mainly on building firewalls of protec
tion against gambling, we will only list a few.

D.  Gambling is sinful because it...
1.  Discourages honest labor. (Prov. 14:3; 13:11)
2.  Disregards responsible stewardship.

a .  Psalm 24:1, “The earth is the LORD'S, and the fulness 
thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.”

b.  If everything belongs to God, then we are only 
stewards over what we have.

c.  As stewards, God requires us to be responsible with 
His possessions. (I Cor. 4:2)

3.  Encourages greed. (I Sam. 8:3; Prov. 15:27; I Tim. 6:10)
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4.  Encourages discontentment. (Heb. 13:5; Phil. 4:11-12;
I Tim. 6:6-8)

5.  Produces a habit of trusting in riches rather than God
(Matt. 6:19-20; Psalm 52:7; I Tim. 6:17).

E.  Every aspect of our lives must be conducted by the 
authority of Christ and to the glory of God Almighty. (Matt. 
5:16; Col. 3:17; I Cor. 10:31)
1. There is no honor in gambling.

II.  THE DESTRUCTIVE EFFECTS OF GAMBLING ON THE
HOME.
A.  Gambling is destructive and seeing that we live in a society 

in which people are in love with themselves rather than 
God, it’s no wonder why a desire to have more prevails.

B.  Though small in letters, the word “ego" is big in meaning.
1.  Solomon said “pride goeth before destruction, and an 

haughty spirit before a fall.” (Prov. 16:18)
2.  If the attention was off of self and on God, then many 

people would be hesitant about gambling their lives 
away.

C.  When it comes to gambling, the addiction reaches far 
beyond those who are problem or pathological gamblers.

D.  Employers, employees, friends, and taxpayers often pay the 
penalty as well.

E.  However, it is the family who bears the greater portion of 
the burden.

F.  Divorce, child abuse and neglect, domestic violence, suicide, 
and crime are just some of the repercussions that come from 
gambling.
1. Divorce

a.  In a survey of nearly 400 Gamblers Anonymous 
members, 28 percent reported being either separated 
or divorced as a direct result of their gambling 
problems.1

b.  The National Gambling Impact Study Commission 
reported that it received “abundant testimony and 
evidence that compulsive gambling introduces a 
greatly heightened level of stress and tension into 
marriages and families, often culminating in divorce 
and other manifestations of familial disharmony.”"1’"11

c.  The number of divorces in Harrison County, Missis
sippi, has nearly tripled since the introduction of 
casinos. The county, which is home to ten casinos, 
has averaged an additional 850 divorces per year 
since casinos arrived."1’"11

d.  A nationwide survey undertaken for the National 
Gambling Impact Study Commission found that 
“respondents representing 2 million adults identified
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a spouse’s gambling as a significant factor in a prior 
divorce.”'"'"1’

2.  Child abuse and neglect.
a .  The National Gambling Impact Study Commission 

reported: “Children of compulsive gamblers are often 
prone to suffer abuse, as well as neglect, as a result 
of parental problem or pathological gambling.”"b""

b.  In Indiana, a review of the state’s gaming commission 
records revealed that 72 children were found 
abandoned on casino premises during a 14-month 
period."1’""

c.  Children have died as a direct result of adult 
gambling problems. In Louisiana and South Carolina, 
children died after being locked in hot cars for hours 
while their caretakers gambled." An Illinois mother 
was sentenced to prison for suffocating her infant 
daughter in order to collect insurance money to 
continue gambling."1’"1'

d.  Cases of child abandonment at Foxwoods, the 
nation’s largest casino in Ledyard, Conn., became so 
commonplace that authorities were forced to post 
signs in the casino’s parking lots warning parents not 
to leave children in cars unattended."'"1"

3.  Domestic violence
a.  According to the National Research Council, studies 

indicate that between one quarter and one half of 
spouses of compulsive gamblers have been abused."h,t"

b.  Case studies of 10 casino communities conducted for 
the National Gambling Impact Study Commission 
revealed that the majority of those communities 
witnessed increases in domestic violence relative to 
the introduction of casinos."1’""

c.  Domestic violence shelters on Mississippi’s Gulf 
Coast reported increases in requests for assistance 
ranging from 100 to 300 percent after the intro
duction of casinos."'"1"

d.  A University of Nebraska Medical Center study con
cluded that problem gambling is as much a risk 
factor for domestic violence as alcohol abuse.

e.  Domestic violence murders in at least 11 states have 
been traced to gambling problems since 1996."'“'"

4. Suicide
a.  Suicide numbers are growing in Minnesota after the 

introduction of gambling. The Star Tribune has found 
six gambling-related suicides in Minnesota. Five of 
them in the past two years. They are almost certainly 
a fraction of the total number. Hundreds more have
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attempted suicide, say experts who work with 
problem gamblers.(Ibid)

b.  Here are a few gambling related suicides:
1)  Case One: A 48-year-old accountant had battled a 

fatal attraction with Lady Luck, and Casino 
Niagara stripped him of $600,000. The man just 
lost thousands more at the newly-opened Seneca 
Nation Casino on the U.S. side of Niagara Falls. 
“Please tell my parents I’m sorry,” a note said. He 
slid into the icy water to end his life, and just 
before going over the edge, he came to his senses. 
The accountant managed to wedge his foot into 
rock fissure just before plunging over the falls. 
After two hours on the brink of Horseshoe Falls, 
and a very dangerous helicopter rescue, this man 
was one of only a few get a second chance at life.2

2)  Case Two: A son found his mother’s cold body? 
Empty bottles of antidepressants and a suicide 
note were nearby. Later, the family would 
discover debts of more than $7,000, mostly on her 
Visa and MasterCard credit cards. There was 
$600 in bounced checks. She was still making 
payments for gambling addiction therapy that she 
had received a year earlier.(Ibid)

3)  Case Three: Richard Hagstrom was a 57-year-old 
insurance adjuster whose gambling habit started 
to catch up with him. He was running into money 
problems, and it had become the source of argu
ments between him and his wife, Charlyn. Police 
found her body in her bedroom. Someone had 
beaten her to death. Richard Hagstrom was the 
authorities o nly suspect. He shot himself in his 
brother’s farmhouse. Richard had accumulated 
overwhelming gambling debts.(Ibid)

4)  Case Four: On Linda Raaschs dining room table 
laid a foreclosure notice and several letters 
demanding payment on overdue bills. Her 
electricity was about to be shut off. In the garage, 
Raaschs car was running, the windows rolled 
down. She was inside, poisoned by carbon 
monoxide. She liked to play video poker machines, 
and she usually played just three quarters at a 
time. The quarters added up.(Ibid)

c.  “Suicide attempts among pathological gamblers are 
higher than for any of the addictions and second only 
to suicide attempt rates among individuals with 
major affective disorders, schizophrenia and a few
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major hereditary disorders,” researcher Rachel 
Volberg said.(Ibid)
1)  Case Five: A 16-year-old slit his wrists after losing 

$6,000 — four years of newspaper delivery earn
ings, on the lottery in a single day.”(Ibid)

d.  The Canadian Press has learned that Alberta 
recorded gambling in the files of 10 percent of suicide 
victims in 2001, while Nova Scotia investigators 
found it was a factor in 6.3 per cent of suicides in the 
last two years. Alberta medical investigator Dennis 
Caufield says gambling-related suicides increased 
after addictive VLTs were installed in 1992. “Abso
lutely, without a doubt,” he said in an interview. “It’s 
a frightening thing. To me, it’s quite bizarre that 
people become so consumed by this need Ito gamble! 
that they feel the only way to stop it is to take their 
own life.”(Ibid)

5.  Crime
a.  As access to money becomes more limited, gamblers 

often resort to crime in order to pay debts, appease 
bookies, maintain appearances, and garner more 
money to gamble.1

b.  Several descriptive studies have reported widely 
ranging estimates of the proportion of pathological 
gamblers who commit offenses and serve prison 
terms for such offenses as fraud, stealing, embezzle
ment, forgery, robbery, and blackmail."1'"11

c.  Blaszczynski and Silove (1996) noted that criminal 
behaviors among adolescent gamblers may be more 
prevalent than among adult gamblers, in part 
because youths have few options for obtaining funds 
and greater susceptibility to social pressure among 
gambling peers."1"'11

d.  Greg Hogan Jr. is a good example of gambling’s end 
product.
1)  Greg Hogan, Jr., 20, pleaded guilty in Lehigh 

County Court last month to one count of felony 
bank robbery in a case that highlighted the 
growing popularity -  and potential pitfalls -  of 
online gambling among college students. Hogan 
was a sophomore at Lehigh when he walked into 
a Wachovia branch in Allentown on Dec. 9, 
handed the teller a note and made off with $2,871. 
He was arrested that night at orchestra 
rehearsal.’

G.  The previous are just a few of the areas in which gambling 
is destroying the home.
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H.  Unless families recognize the evil influence of gambling, 
this devastation will persist.

III.  FIREWALLS OF PROTECTION AGAINST GAMBLING.
A.  Building firewalls of protection against gambling begins 

with understanding wherein lays the root problem.
B.  That problem is covetousness.

1.  Covetousness is a lack of contentment along with a 
strong desire for the possession of worldly things.

2.  Every person who has lunged into the waters of 
gambling, whether shallow or deep, were prompted by a 
willingness to do whatever it took to accumulate more of 
this world’s goods.

3.  Truly, in order to build firewalls of protection, this 
attitude of discontentment must be combated.

C.  Preventing covetousness begins with the realization of the 
nature of true happiness, the vanity and deceitfulness of 
riches, and the relaying of this information to our children.
1. The nature of true happiness.

a.  True happiness begins when we place our confidence 
in God and His providence.
1)  God’s providence is an overflowing and ever- 

flowing fountain.
2)  God will provide. (Gen. 22:8; Phil. 4:19)
3)  God does not condemn the possession of things 

because He has given men “riches and wealth, 
and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to 
take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this 
is the gift o f God.” (Eccl. 5:19)

4)  God condemns the attitude toward those riches. 
(Psalm 62:10)

5)  In order for true happiness to begin, God must be 
the focal point. (Psalm 146:5; Jer. 17:7)
a)  True happiness begins when we place our 

trust in God.
b.  True happiness is maintained by thoughts of 

heavenly things.
1)  Paul admonishes us to set our “affection on things 

above, not on things on the earth.” (Col. 3:2)
a)  The word affection in this context has to do 

with our thoughts, the place where all of our 
actions and decisions begin.

b)  In Proverbs 4:23, Solomon says “keep thy heart 
with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of 
life.”
1.  The word “keep” means to guard.
2.  The phrase, “issues of life,” means a going 

forth.
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3.  Thus we are to guard our hearts very 
carefully because every thing that goes 
forth in our lives originates there.

c)  The reason we are to guard the heart is 
because it is “deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked.” (Jer. 17:9)

d)  Many desires we generate seem fine from the 
human prospective but maybe abhorred in 
God’s eyes. (Isa. 55:8-9; Psa. 16:2; Prov. 14:12)

e)  Since we understand our life is shaped by the 
heart which can be misleading, it becomes 
evident that we must let God establish our 
direction by His word. (Psalm 119:133)

2)  Our affections become pure when we think on 
those things in the Word of God that lead to 
“CONTENTMENT.”

3)  Philippians 4:4-19 is the perfect place to begin.
a)  In this section, Paul is dealing with how to be 

content in your current state.
b)  He begins by telling the brethren to be anxious 

for nothing but through “prayer and suppli
cation with thanksgiving” let their request be 
made known to God.
1.  Remember, true happiness begins with the 

Lord.
c)  Paul then gives them the formula for pro

tecting against covetousness.
1.  “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are 

true, whatsoever things are honest, what
soever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things.” (v. 8)

2.  The word “think” here has to do with 
critical reflection.

3.  This reflection will lead to a transformation 
of the heart.

c.  As we work to change our state of mind, we pray that 
God will incline our heart but not to covetousness. 
(Psalm 119:36)

2. The deceitfulness of riches
a.  Happiness does not come by riches.
b.  Rather, riches can deceive the unexpected into think

ing they are happy.
c.  Many individuals in the Bible were deceive by the 

covetous road and paid the toll fee.
1)  Eve, in desiring the forbidden fruit (Gen. 3:6)
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2)  Lot, in choosing the plain of the Jordan (Gen. 
13:10-13).

3)  Balaam, in loving the wages of unrighteousness 
(11 Peter 2:15; Num. 22:1-41).

4)  Achan, in hiding the treasure (Jos. 7:21).
5)  Eli’s sons, in taking the flesh of the sacrifice 

(I Sam. 2:13-17).
6)  Samuel’s sons, in taking bribes (I Sam. 8:3).
7)  The rich young ruler (Matt. 19:16-22).
8)  The rich fool (Luke 12:15-21).
9)  Judas, in betraying Jesus for thirty pieces of 

silver (Matt. 26:15,16; Mark 14:10,11; Luke 22:3- 
6; John 12:6).

d.  Not only individuals but congregations also.
1)  The church at Laodicea was saying “I am rich, 

and increased with goods, and have need of 
nothing.” (Rev. 3:17)

2)  Now, was this the actual condition of the church 
or were they deceived.

3)  They were deceived because Christ told them they 
were “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked.”

4)  Christ understood their condition to be just the 
opposite of what they professed it to be.

e.  People who covet after riches and succeed in the 
process are blinded by a momentary high and can’t 
see the fall afar off. (Prov. 11:28)

f.  God is pushed to the side and the rich man’s wealth 
or desire to have them becomes his strong hold. 
(Prov. 18:11; Luke 18:25)

3.  Relaying this information to our children:
a.  Teaching and guarding our children is an important 

but often overlooked part of preventing covetousness, 
thus gambling.

b.  We must discuss family’s values about money with 
our children at an early age.

c.  Block any potentially harmful material on the 
internet by downloading programs like “GamBlock.”4

d.  Raise awareness and teach them about...
1)  Covetousness
2)  Contentment
3)  Wagering in recreational activity.
4)  Gambling

e.  Encourage them to avoid all forms of gambling by not 
beginning “with small bets or wagers such as who 
pays for the cokes, games of heads or tails, the 
shooting of craps, betting on a golf score or putting a 
dollar or so into the office pool over a sports event
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outcome. What is little today may become a paycheck 
tomorrow or one’s house and property on some 
distant tomorrow.”5

f.  Let them see these values in our own attitude and 
life.

g.  Develop a trusting relationship with them, balancing 
their need for independence with our need to monitor 
their attitudes and behaviors related to gambling.

h.  Teaching the next generation is the key for defeating 
the destructive sin called gambling.
1)  The Bible abounds with this principle. (Psalm 

78:5-6; 48:13; 71:18; 102:18; Joel 1:3)

CONCLUSION:
1.  Those who gamble run the risk of addiction and a lifetime of 

misery.
2.  Families are ruined, hearts are broken and lives are destroyed 

to this evil.
3.  It’s not enough for us just to know that gambling is sinful but 

also to understand what it takes to prevent this dreadful 
lifestyle.

4.  “As Christians, our ultimate destiny is not determined at the 
blackjack table, but at the Lord’s Table. Our hope is not found 
in the Queen of spades, but in the King of kings. True 
community is not through the casino, but through the church. 
Our reward is not found in getting, but in giving. Our major 
duty is not in hoarding, but in sharing.”6

5.  Psalm 37:25; Heb. 13:5-6
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Marriage To Non-Christian
Roger Scully

1.  Man and woman have been created with a natural desire to 
have companionship with one another (cf. I Cor 6:13).
a. The Isha woman has been taken from the Ish man (Gen. 

2:23), for the sake of being an  ezer (one who furnishes aid and 
relief)  (v. 18).

b. Hence as young boys grow into men and young girls grown 
into women they develop an attraction for the opposite sex, 
that which is natural (cf. Rom. 1:26), and begin seeking, 
whether consciously or not, the person with whom they can 
have companionship.

2.  A person is often sought who has things in common: Sports,
Sense of humor, etc.

3.  The sad fact remains, however, that people often choose the 
wrong companion.
a . Many women end up with men who are: Lazy, Abusive, 

Selfish
b. Likewise, many men end up with women who are:

1)  Materialistic / “high maintenance.”
2)  Unwilling to be “keepers of the home.”

c.  These unions often end in divorce (cf. Matt. 19:9).
4.  That which is even sadder is when Christian men and women 

choose the wrong companion.
a . In fact, it is shocking to me at how many Christian women 

and men do not even seem to have, as a criteria, the religious 
beliefs of the person they are willing to date and eventually 
marry.

b.  How can a person, who claims to love God, fall in love with a 
person who does not?

c.  One cannot but wonder at what the statistic would be at how 
many Christians have fallen away (cf. II Peter 2:20-22) due 
to marrying non-Christians.

http://www.brfwitness.org/Articles/2001v36n2.htm
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1)  This has happened because the Christian has allowed the 
non-Christian to influence him/her instead of it being the 
other way around (cf. Matt. 5:16; I Peter 3:1; I Cor. 7:16).

2)  Failure to uphold the concept of Acts 5:29.
5.  Because of this continual problem plaguing the home, hence the 

church, this lecture has been assigned, Marriage To Non- 
Christian.
a. Thus we propose to examine, from Scripture, the destruction 

that has been brought to bear when God’s people sought 
companionship with those who were not, and ways to avoid 
getting into such situations.

b. We will also examine the responsibility of a Christian man or 
woman who has married a non-Christian.

6. We hope that this lecture will encourage us all to be careful 
about those with whom we seek association.

DISCUSSION:
I.  DANGER.

A.  Sons of God and daughters of men (Gen. 6:2-7).
1.  We know these were not angels (Matt. 22:23-30).

a .  Do not marry nor or given in marriage.
b.  Spiritual beings have no need of physical companion

ship.
2. Those under consideration:

a.  “Sons of God” is a term used in reference to those who 
do the will of God.
1)  John 1:12; Phil. 2:15; 1 John 3:1,2
2)  Rom. 8:14; cf. Eph. 3:3-5; I John 5:6

b.  “Daughters of men” is, then, a reference to women 
who did not serve God.

3. The result of this union: Gen. 6:4-7.
a .  Cf. I Cor. 15:33.
b.  Easier to pull down than to pull up.

B.  Judges
1.  Known as a time when there was “no king in Israel, but 

every man did that which was right in his own eyes” 
(Judges 17:6; 21:25).

2.  Deut. 7:3,4 had been issued, as well as had Deut. 17:17.
a .  Judges 2:2, 9-11; 3:6
b.  A part of 17:6; 21:25

3. Samson
a.  He seems to have been quite weak toward women (cf. 

16:1).
b.  Judges 16:4, 6, 10, 13
c.  Why was Samson so foolish?

1)  16:4, “he loved a woman.”
2)  16:15, “I love thee” (cf. vs.16, 17).
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3)  Do we not hear this from thousands of abused 
women?

C.  Solomon
1.  Deut. 17:17; I Kings 2:3, 4; 3:14.
2.  I Kings 11:1, “but Solomon.”
3.  Led to verse 6, “Solomon did evil in the sight of the 

Lord.”
4.  V.8, “Did for his strange wives.”
5. V.9, “the Lord was angry with Solomon” (v. 10).

D.  Will we not learn?
1.  Rom. 15:4; I Cor. 10:6, 11
2. Jer. 3:8-11.

II.  DEFENSE.
A.  Simply don’t do it.

1.  Do you want to be loved properly? Eph. 5:25
a.  Can a non-Christian husband love this way?
b.  No, because he does not know how to love that way.

2.  Do you want to have the biblical pattern for the home’s 
relationship?
a.  Eph. 5:23,24; Titus 2:3-5
b.  Can a non-Christian wife do that?
c.  No, because she does not know how, nor has she put 

herself in a situation to learn how.
3.  Do you want your children to be reared properly? Eph. 

6:1-4
a.  Can a non-Christian parent(s) do that?
b.  No, because he/she does not know how.

4.  Our ultimate goal is heaven. Is it not wise to find one 
who has the same goal who can help us?

5.  My personal experience with sisters Sue and Barbara.
a .  This is my actual experience with these two women 

who are married to non-Christians. Their names 
have been changed for the sake of their privacy.

b.  Sister “Sue” is the mother of my former “best-friend.”
1)  Her husband is, for the most part, a nice man.
2)  However, he often attempts to hinder her from 

attending services and Bible classes.
3)  He has before bad-mouthed the church, making it 

hard for her to defend the church and live 
peaceably with her husband.

4)  Not one of their four children is a faithful 
Christian, though three have obeyed the Gospel.

5)  All four of the children have a drinking problem 
like their father.

6)  He has stolen things from his work and brought 
them into the home.
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7)  He has attempted to make her lie on insurance 
forms and other governmental papers.

8)  He has attempted to make her purchase him beer 
and retrieve his beer from the refrigerator.

9)  She cannot fellowship with the saints, as she 
would like.

10)  She cannot always attend the services of Gospel 
meetings.

11)  He tries to plan vacations, which will not allow 
her to attend services.

c.  Sister “Barbara” is one of our closest friends.
1)  He has committed adultery out of anger at her not 

being “sleazy” enough for him (those were his 
exact words).

2)  She is often depressed over the fact that their 
family cannot pray together; nor is he there to 
teach their son to pray.

3)  He has attempted to stop their son from attending 
church services with her, and has called him “a 
little dork” when he wears his “church clothes.”

4)  He has demanded that she not attend the services 
of Gospel meetings.

5)  He continually bad-mouths the church.
6)  Before they were married he attended every 

assembly with her, and even took part in personal 
Bible studies.

B.  Where does a Christian seek companionship?
1.  In the church.
2.  What if there are no faithful Christians in the local con

gregation?
a.  Attend area-wide singings.
b.  Attend lectureships.
c.  Marriage is one of the most serious commitments of 

a person’s life; is it not wise to take time and be 
cautious?

C.  What to do once it is done.
1. Though it is not prudent for such a marital relationship 

to take place, it cannot be called sin, for it is not a 
violation of God’s Law (I John 3:4). Hence, we are often 
faced with people in these relationships, who must 
remain faithful to Christ.

2.  I Peter 3:1-4
a. “Obey not the word” is, of course, a reference to 

Gospel obedience (cf. John 3:3-5; Eph. 3:3,4). The 
article to, translated “the,” shows that this is the 
word of God.
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b.  The second article “the” in the verse does not appear 
in the original text thus has been added by the 
translators of the KJV and ASV.
1)  The phrase aneu logou literally is translated 

“without one’s intervening word,” hence “without 
a word” (NKJV).

2)  So, then, this is not a reference to one being “won” 
without the Gospel, for such is not possible (cf. 
Rom. 1:16).

3)  It is, however, speaking of the woman leading her 
husband to “be won” by her anastrophes—manner 
of life (conversation).

c.  It is a life of “chaste conversation,” which is to say the 
wife’s pure behavior.

d.  It is a life of a “meek and quite spirit,” which is to say 
a life governed by godliness and temperance.

e.  In her continued fidelity to God, in all aspects of her 
life, she may be able, by her example, to lead her 
husband closer to Christ (cf. I Cor. 7:16).

f.  But, this can only happen if he/she is faithful.
D.  Influencing children (II Tim. 3:14,15; 1:5).

CONCLUSION:
1.  Let us learn from others so that we do not repeat the same 

mistakes.
2.  Let us be reminded of the ultimate goal of reaching heaven and 

the benefit of having a spouse who has the same goal.
3.  Should it be that one is found in such a circumstance, then let 

that person work harder to be faithful, striving to win his/ 
spouse.

Ignorance
Marlin Kilpatrick

1.  The Scriptures reveal three divine institutions; the home being 
the older of the three.
a. The home, civil state, and the church constitute these three 

institutions.
b. God is the Author of each of these institutions.

2.  The home, though divine, is not immune to the destructive 
forces of evil.

3.  Satan makes great use of our ignorance to destroy our homes.
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a. Ignorance has always been one of man’s greatest weaknesses 
(cf. Hosea 4:6).

b.  Many problems in the home are caused by ignorance.
4.  How may ignorance become such a great factor in destroying the 

home?

DISCUSSION:
I.  IGNORANCE BETWEEN HUSBANDS AND WIVES MAY

CAUSE PROBLEMS IN THE HOME.
A.  Failing to understand the financial duties and respon

sibilities of both parties, creates unnecessary problems.
1.  In most cases, husbands should take the primary role in 

supplying the financial needs of his family (cf. I Tim. 
5:8).

2.  Wives must learn to live within the means the husband 
provides.

3.  A financial budget, when followed, can be a tremendous 
help in keeping financial worries at a minimum.

B.  Problems of a sexual nature often arise due to misunder
standings.
1. The demands of each partner may be unreasonable 

(I Cor. 7:3,4).
2.  A lack of consideration of the health of one’s mate can 

cause sexual problems.
C.  Ignorance of the necessity of proper discipline of children 

often leads to problems between husbands and wives.

II.  IGNORANCE MAY CAUSE PROBLEMS IN THE HOME 
BETWEEN PARENTS AND CHILDREN.
A.  A failure to see the importance of parents being the proper 

role models for their children will cause problems within 
the home.

B.  Children who fail to understand the authority of their 
parents.

C.  Parents allowing their children to mature too soon can lead 
to problems in the home.

D.  Parents who are overbearing with their children will cause 
problems in the home.

III.  A FIREWALL FOR THE HOME IS SORELY NEEDED.
A.  The primary function of a firewall is to provide protection.

1. The automobile has a firewall between the engine and 
where the passengers sit.

2.  The firewall must be capable of accomplishing its 
purpose.

B.  A firewall to shield against ignorance in the home is 
certainly desirable.
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IV.  JEHOVAH OFFERS TO BE OUR FIREWALL TO OVER
COME IGNORANCE IN THE HOME.
A.  To overcome ignorance which hinders the success of the 

home, we must first develop a proper understanding of 
God’s will for the home and put His will into practice.
1.  The husband is to be the head of his home (cf. Eph. 5:23).
2. The wife is to be supportive of her husband and guide 

the home (Eph. 5:22; I Tim. 5:14).
B.  Some benefits of Jehovah being our firewall in the home 

are:
1.  Unlike the firewall in the automobile which simply 

divides two areas, Jehovah completely surrounds and 
protects the home.
a.  To enjoy Jehovah’s protection, the home must be 

according to his plan (Psalm 127:1).
b.  One cannot obtain a better “homeowner’s” insurance 

than that which Jehovah offers.
2.  If Jehovah is to be our firewall, we must be a people 

characterized by two things.
a .  We must have faith in God (Heb. 11:6).
b.  We must possess love for doing His will.

V.  HOW SHALL WE BUILD OUR FIREWALL OF FAITH IN 
JEHOVAH?
A.  By continually teaching the principles of God’s word (Deut.

6:4-9,12).
1.  Note carefully the word “diligently” (v. 7).
2.  Diligent teaching requires patience on the part of both 

parents and children.
B.  By following the pattern as set-out in the Scriptures.

1. Jesus left us a perfect pattern (1 Peter 2:21; John 9:4; 
8:29).

2. The apostle Paul left us a worthy pattern to follow 
(I Cor. 11:1).

C.  By being persistent in instructing the family.
1.  Encourage faithfulness by observing the apostle Paul’s 

admonition (I Cor. 15:58).
2.  Requires our being consistent in our approach and 

application of God’s word.
D.  By encouraging joint-participation of family members in 

faith-building activities.
1.  Husband and wife teams in soul winning such as Aquila 

and Priscilla (Acts 18:26).
2.  Allowing our children to participate in benevolent 

activities.
E.  By praising each family member for their spiritual growth.

1.  Praise not only for growth in knowledge, but also appli
cation of God’s word in life.
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2.  Nothing encourages one more than praise.

CONCLUSION:
1.  Satan has always used ignorance in the home to his advantage.
2.  If we understand how the various areas of or home-life are 

affected by the problem of ignorance, we can better prepare 
ourselves for the battle against Satan.

3.  There’s not a greater firewall of protection for the home than our 
faith in God.

Evolution
Sidney White

1.  Romans 1:14-25
2.  Many problems responsible for destroying the home as God 

would have it.
a . 25 or so of those problems studied in this lectureship alone.
b.  If we do not know what the problems are, it will be hard to 

defend against them.
3.  Those who do not know that our homes are in trouble are dead 

— either physically, mentally or spiritually.

DISCUSSION:
I.  DEFINITIONS/EXPLANATION OF TERMS:

A.  Evolution (atheistic, organic evolution).
1.  Man is the result of purely naturalistic forces operating 

in nature.
2.  Life sprang originally from non-living matter and has 

since evolved into plants and animals, both living and 
extinct.

3.  Non-living matter became alive.
4.  An orderly development.
5.  Plants and animals have changed through generation 

after generation and are still changing today. Since this 
change has been going on for ages, all things now living 
are much changed descendants of others that lived 
thousands and even millions of years ago.

6.  Millions of years ago, lifeless matter, acted upon by 
natural forces, gave origin to one or more minute living 
organisms which have since evolved into all living and 
extinct plants and animals, including man.

B.  Evolution (theistic):
1. “Theistic” — from theos, meaning God.
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2. Theistic evolution is a compromise of what God said He 
did and what evolution says happened.

3.  Simply “the way God did it” bringing the universe and 
its contents into existence.

4.  Perhaps the most terrible and dangerous compromise 
ever made.

5. To compromise in areas of origin will ultimately lead to 
compromise in other areas no end.

C.  Danger:
1. “The separation of man and apes from a common 

ancestry occurred some 13-20 million years ago” (Human 
Variations & Origins).

2. Such statements are often made in children’s storybooks 
and textbooks.

3. “The appearance of modern man can now be traced to 
about 40,000 years ago” (ibid).

4.  If we are taught this, and accept it, will our actions not 
be like animals?

D.  Evolution: Fact? Theory? Hypothesis? Scientific?
1.  Fact: what has really happened or is the case; truth; 

reality; something known to have happened; a truth 
known by actual experience or observance.

2. Theory and hypothesis often used interchangeably to 
mean an untested idea or opinion.
a.  Theory: properly more or less verified or established 

explanation accounting for known facts.
b.  Hypothesis: simply a conjecture put forth as a 

possible explanation.
3.  Scientific: the kind of knowledge that is based on facts 

established by careful observation and experiment and 
repeatedly so.

E.  False conclusions set forth by most textbooks regarding 
evolution:
1.  Evolution is a proven fact.
2.  Most, nearly all, scientists accept evolution.
3. There is overwhelming physical evidence for evolution.
4.  Read from “Evolution”, by Jay M. Savage, University of 

Southern California, 1963; Preface and page 110.

II.  BUILDING FIRE WALLS AGAINST SUCH TO THE 
SAVING OF THE HOME:
A.  We must educate people on the contradictions between 

evolution and the Bible; assuming they already believe in 
God (if not must start here), and assuming they already 
believe in the Bible as the Word of God (if not, must start 
here).
1.  Evolution denies that life was created.

a. Evolution — non-living matter became alive.
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b. Genesis 1 and 2; Heb. 3:4
2.  Evolution denies that creative work has ceased.

a .  Evolutionary life is constantly changing into higher 
forms.

b.  Genesis 2:2; Heb. 4:3,10
3.  Evolution denies that God made male and female —just 

happened.
a.  Evolution evolved at the same time, same place, 

could reproduce, compatible; sounds more like a 
miracle than chance or accident.

b.  Gen. 1:26-27; Matt. 19:4
4.  Evolution denies that man is the unique creature of God, 

distinct from animals.
a .  Evolution — no more than fish, bird, ape, bug, etc.
b.  Gen. 1:26-27; Psalm 8:3-9

5.  Evolution denies man was originally in a Garden
(orderly place).
a .  Evolution life started in a chaotic mess, accident.
b.  Gen. 2:8

6.  Evolution denies the concept of “kind producing after its 
own kind.”
a .  Evolution: all kinds evolved from that one cell 

creature.
b.  Gen. 1:24-25, physically impossible for man to cross 

with animal.
7.  Evolution denies that man fell.

a .  Evolution: man is not a sinner and has no need of a 
Savior.

b.  Genesis 3
8.  Evolution overlooks the difference between human blood 

and animal blood, Acts 17:26.
9.  Evolution overlooks the different kinds of flesh, I Cor.

15:39.
10.  Evolution differs from the Bible concerning the order of 

appearance of certain life.
a .  Evolution (water animals before plant life); Bible 

(plants on the 3rd day and water animals on 5th day) 
Gen. 1:9-13, 20-23

b.  Evolution (reptiles before birds); Bible (birds on 5th 
and creeping things on 6th day); Gen. 1:20-25

11.  Evolution denies that God governs or sustains all things 
in the universe.
a .  Evolution: things just continue randomly, by chance.
b.  Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3; II Peter 3:7; Acts 17:28

12.  Evolution demands rejection of Jesus’ teaching on the 
treatment of others.
a. Evolution: since man is just an animal, no respect for 

human life.
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b. Matt. 5:38,39,44
13.  Evolution denies all miracles (including the virgin birth 

and resurrection of Christ, the flood, etc.)
a .  Evolution: no supernatural; everything happens by a 

slow process.
b.  John 20:30

14.  Evolution denies that Jesus is the Only Begotten Son of 
God.
a .  Evolution: no Divine Being, no Savior.
b.  Matt. 16:16; 1 John 4:9

15.  Evolution denies the Divine revelation of the mind of 
God.
a .  Evolution: no Divine Being; no explanation for the 

Bible.
b.  II Tim. 3:16-17; II Peter 1:3; Gal. 1:11-12

16.  Evolution denies the very existence of God, Heb. 11:6.
17.  Evolution denies life after death.

a .  Evolution: the grave is the end; just dead matter.
b.  Gen. 1:26-27; John 5:28-29; I Thess. 4:13ff

B.  We must educate people on the fact that evolution and true 
science do not agree (no detailed discussion in this lesson).
1. The matter of change.

a .  Evolution: change occurs producing the different 
kinds.

b.  Science: change limited to categories.
c.  Example: Dr. Frank Lewis Marsh said that since 700

A.D., more than 500 varieties of sweet peas have 
been developed from one sweet pea, but still sweet 
peas.

2.  Paleontology: study of fossils
3. All life comes from existing life.

C.  Why is evolution accepted?
1. “We believe it (evolution) because the only alternative is 

special creation, and that is unthinkable,” Sir Arthur 
Keith.

2. “Evolution is accepted by Zoologist, not because it has 
been observed to occur or can be proved by logical 
coherent evidence to be true, but because the only 
alternative, special creation, is clearly incredible,”
D.M.S. Watson University of London.

CONCLUSION:
1.  Look at the creation account of origins, Gen. 1 and 2.
2.  Supporting scriptures, Exodus 20:11; I Cor. 15:45; Acts 17:25-28; 

Matt 19:4
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Homosexuality
Garland M. Robinson

1.  There is absolutely nothing the Bible speaks out against we can 
overlook or ignore!
a . Christians are not a people that stand idly by and do nothing.
b. They are active and militant: defending and advancing the 

cause of Christ.
2.  We live in a society that is becoming more and more permissive 

as time passes by.
a . We use the word “permissive” because it fits well the times in 

which we live.
b. Things are being tolerated and allowed now that once were 

condemned and denounced.
c.  Things are popular now and “in step with the times” that 

were once vulgar, indecent, immoral and disgusting.
3.  Truly, Christians live IN this world but are not OF the world. 

Rom. 12:1-2
4.  We are in a war! Not a carnal war. But war against SIN!

a. We must fight ungodliness and immorality with every once 
of effort within us.

b. We must unsheathe the “sword of the spirit” and do battle 
with the forces of wickedness.

DISCUSSION:
I.  HOMOSEXUALITY IS A SIN OF GREAT MAGNITUDE IN 

OUR SOCIETY. IT IS A BLIGHT UPON OUR COUNTRY. 
IT IS BEING ACCEPTED MORE AND MORE AS AN 
“ALTERNATE LIFE STYLE.”
A.  Numerous countries around the world are accepting it.
B.  Several states now allow acts of homosexuality between 

consenting adults.
1.  With many, homosexuality has gone from being viewed 

as SIN, to SICK, and now to NATURAL and NORMAL.
2.  Some say it is a choice, a right that each one has just like 

you would chose a Ford or Chevy.
a .  God has not legislated concerning the car you drive 

but he has legislated concerning SODOMY.
b.  The only right choice is God’s Way — the Bible Way.

C.  Many denominational churches now accept practicing 
homosexuals.
1.  United Methodist Church: recommended their members 

accept homosexuals as “persons of sacred worth” and 
welcome them into “fellowship of the church.”

2. Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Netherlands issued 
a report saying that homosexuality should not be a 
barrier to a person who wishes to become a pastor.
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3.  United Churches o f Christ have ordained homosexuals 
into their ministry. (This denominational group has no 
resemblance to the church of Christ of the Bible)

4. Metropolitan Community Churches are now in existence 
which have the philosophy of accepting any and all 
people “just as they are.”
a.  If you are living in adultery, come as you are.
b.  If you are a homosexual, come as you are.

II.  WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT HOMOSEX
UALITY?
A.  Under the patriarchal dispensation:

1. Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed because of 
homosexuality. Gen. 19:4-9
a. v. 5 “bring them out...that we may know them.”

1)  The word KNOW is often used to indicate sexual 
relations, cf. I Sam. 1:19; Judges 19:22,25

2)  Gen. 4:1,17,25, “And Adam knew Eve his wife; 
and she conceived, and bare Cain...”

2. The term “sodomy” today comes from Genesis 19.
B.  Under the Law of Moses: Lev. 18:22-24; 20:13,15-16
C.  Under the Law of Christ: 1 Cor. 6:9-10; Rom. 1:26-27

1. “Abusers of themselves with mankind” — Gk. “one who 
lies with a male as with a female, a sodomite.”

III.  THE BIBLE POINTS OUT A DISTINCT DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED.
A.  Psalm 1:6; 15:9; 145:20; 146:8
B.  God’s Word is righteous and shows us how to live.

Psalm 19:7-11,160
C.  Notice what God says about the wicked:

Exodus 23:7; Psalm 9:17; 119:155

IV.  HOW CAN WE PROTECT OUR FAMILIES AND OTHERS 
FROM PARTICIPATING IN THIS GRIEVOUS SIN?
A.  Teaching, Instruction. People MUST be taught!

1.  We must show the world, and especially our families, 
what God’s will is on the subject.

2.  Keep drilling the word of the Lord over and over again — 
may not be popular with men, but it’s popular with God.

4.  Isa. 58:1, “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a 
trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and the 
house of Jacob their sins.”

3. Jer. 22:29, “O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the 
LORD.”

B.  Being the proper example ourselves.
1.  Showing morality, love, care and affection in the home.
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2. Children need to see mama and daddy showing affection 
toward each other.

C.  Protect against improper influence.
1.  Choose friends wisely.
2.  Don’t hang around with the wrong crowd.

I Cor. 15:33; Prov. 4:14; 13:20; 22:25; Gal. 6:7
D.  Pray

1.  It is always wise to beseech the Lord. Man cannot stand 
alone. He needs help.

2.  Our children need to hear us pray about purity and 
morality. They need to hear us pray as we’re gravely 
concerned about wickedness and immorality.
Col. 1:9; 1 Thess. 5:17

CONCLUSION:
1.  In the beginning, God created Adam and Eve, not Adam and 

Steve or Sue and Eve!
2.  Homosexuality is a gross perversion of that which is natural and 

normal.
a .  It is not a sickness or disease.
b.  It is a degradation and depravity of the deepest kind.

3.  It is so terrible that God completely annihilated the cities of 
Sodom, Gomorrah and the villages round about. Gen. 13:13; 
Jude 7

4.  There is hope for the wicked. Isa. 55:7

Entertainment
Windell R. Fikes

“And said unto him, run, speak to this young man, saying, 
Jerusalem shall be inhabited as villages without walls, by 
reason of the multitude of men and cattle therein. 5For I, saith 
Jehovah, will be unto her a wall o f fire round about, and I will 
be the glory in the midst o f her" (Zech. 2:4-5, 1901 ASV).

1.  Entertainment Television, the Internet, Movies and Music:
a.  Can be valuable tools for teaching: CDs & DVDs of sermons.
b. Can be suggestive, vulgar, immoral and a very destructive 

influence.
2.  Parents must supervise and regulate all family home- 

entertainment.
a .  Provide beneficial entertainment.
b.  Ban suggestive, vulgar, pornographic television, movies and 

music.
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DISCUSSION:
I.  INFLUENCE OF TELEVISION, MOVIES AND MUSIC IS 

A FACT OF LIFE, WHY?
A.  TV, the internet, movies and music appeal to the lust of 

flesh and eyes (I Peter 2:11; II Peter 2:14; I John 2:15-16)
1.  People want it
2.  Theater box office gross cumulative four day receipts 

Dec. 29,2006-Jan. 1,2007 was $444,052,016.00; Internet 
stats- 01-02-07; http://movies.yahoo.com/mv/boxoffice/

B.  People’s lively-hood is tied up in the billion dollar industry, 
and fiercely defended.
1.  Actors & Actresses
2.  Producers & Production Companies
3.  Singers & Songwriters
4.  Property & Real Estate

II.  A FIREWALL.
Computer hardware or software that prevents unauthorized 
access to private data (as on a company’s local area network 
or intranet) by outside computer users (as of the Internet). 
(Webster Online)

A.  A firewall blocks out unacceptable activity — serves as a 
shield.

B.  A firewall allows acceptable activity.
C.  Example: Zone Alarm, which may be installed on your 

computer serves as a firewall.

III.  BUILD A FIREWALL OF PROTECTION AROUND YOUR 
HOME AND CHILDREN.
A.  Build a firewall of supervision around your family’s enter

tainment.
B.  Supervision: “the action, process, or occupation of super

vising; especially: a critical watching and directing (as of 
activities or a course of action)” (Webster-Online).

C.  Parents, God’s ordained supervisors.
1.  Husband father and head of household (Gen. 3:16; Prov. 

22:6; I Cor. 11:3; Eph. 5:23,25,28,29,30,33; Eph. 6:4; 
I Tim. 5:8; Titus 2:1-2, 6-8; I Peter 3:7).
a. Dad may need a 2nd job so mom can stay home 

(I Tim. 5:8).
2.  Wife mother and queen of the house (Gen. 1:28; 2:18-25; 

Prov. 22:6; Eph. 5:22,24,33; I Tim. 5:14-16; I Peter 3:1-6). 
a. Bring moms home from the office/workplace the

babies need her (Titus 2:5; I Tim. 5:14).
B. Build a firewall of biblical instruction concerning acceptable

entertainment in your home.
1.  Instruction:

http://movies.yahoo.com/mv/boxoffice/
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a.  Parents must teach and train children to obey 
(Exodus 20:12; Deut. 5:16; 6:3-25; 27:16; Matt. 15:4; 
Col. 3:16; Eph. 6:1-3; I Tim. 5:14).

b.  Lois and Eunice are examples of teaching young 
Timothy (II Tim. 1:3-5; 3:14-15).

2.  Start and promote nightly family Bible studies:
a .  Study from the Old and New Testaments
b.  Study and read children’s favorite passages
c.  Memorize important texts: prophetical; historical; 

doctrinal; verses from Psalms and Proverbs; verses 
about worship; the promises of heaven and horrors of 
being lost in hell.

d.  Emphasize: All choices have consequences (Psalm 
38:4; Prov. 13:15, 24:12; Luke 16:25; Rom. 2:6; Gal. 
6:7-9).

C.  Provide good things to do to occupy their time.
1.  Family time and outings:

a .  Hiking, cycling, etc.
b.  Trips to historical sites
c.  Picnics in the park, by the sea, lake, etc.
d.  Sports (good opportunity to teach priorities)

2. Teach priorities by example:
a .  First — God and worship (Psalm 37:25; Mai. 3:7-10; 

Matt. 6:33).
1) No game or games are as important as one 

worship service missed because of a game (cf. 
Luke 8:14).

b.  Second — Family (daily house and property chores)
c.  Third — School lessons
d.  Fourth — Jobs (before and after school) according to 

age and ability (Eph. 4:28; II Thess. 3:10-11).
e.  Fifth — Non-Violent Sports

1) Should always have adult supervision
3.  “Tired teen-agers are beautiful teen-agers” (cf. Eph. 4:28)

a .  Young people are learning responsibility (Prov. 6:6)
b.  Expending their energies in useful endeavors
c.  Physically and mentally tired young people are much 

easier to manage (they can sleep at night without a 
pill).

d.  Hobbies: sewing, cooking, landscaping, gardening, 
woodwork, handy-person, music/playing instruments, 
art, mechanics, fishing, hunting and etc. (cf. II Thess. 
3:6-14).

C.  Build a firewall of restrictions shield your home from TV, 
internet, movies (at home/theater) and music trash.
1.  Restrict; “to confine within bounds: RESTRAIN”

(Webster Online).



78 15th Annual “LABOURERS TOGETHER WITH GOD” Lectures

2.  Guidelines for determining good and evil viewing and 
listening; “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever things are 
just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be 
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these 
things” (Phil. 4:8, 1901 ASV).
a. Whatsoever is: True, Honorable, Just, Pure, Good 

Report. Think on these things
3.  Limit and enforce the amount of time on the internet 

and watching acceptable TV programs.
4.  Parents screen all (both visual & audio) TV, movies, 

internet and music.
5.  Block out electronically unacceptable content.

a.  Good electronic controls are available for television
1)  V chip, rating based filters
2)  TV Guardian language filter

b.  Software filters for your computer (parental control 
software)
1)  Net Nanny
2)  Internet service provider (ISP) supplied tools/ 

software.
6.  Monitor 24/7 use of TV, internet, movies, headphones

a.  Log on and examine your children’s internet sites
b.  Regular — surprise and unannounced monitoring
c.  Television/computers located in the basement/bed- 

rooms are very, very dangerous.
d.  Children must earn privacy as they grow older.
e.  It is your business what your children do!
f.  There is NO substitute for supervision.

7.  It is YOUR responsibility to be at least as tech-savvy as 
your child.
a .  If you don’t understand what they are doing, you 

can’t protect them.
b.  If you don’t understand, they will not take you 

seriously.
8.  Know the real threats:

a .  Social networking sites: My space, Facebook, etc.
b.  Blogs
c.  Chat rooms, instant messaging and e-mail
d.  Craigslist, etc.
e.  Content: satellite TV, the Dish Network or even basic 

cable.
D.  Build a firewall of restraint when privileges/restrictions are 

broken:
1.  Restrain: “to prevent from doing; to deprive of liberty” 

(Webster-Online).
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2. “For I have told him that 1 will judge his house for ever, 
for the iniquity which he knew, because his sons did 
bring a curse upon themselves, and he restrained them 
not” (I Samuel 3:13, 1901 ASV).

3.  If your family will not follow restrictions placed on TV, 
internet, movies and music, then: (Prov. 13:24; 22:6,15; 
23:13; Eccl. 8:11):
a .  Sell, give-away, throw-away the television; do with

out.
b.  Sell, give-away, or lock-up the computer; allowed only 

for school work while you watch them.
c.  Young folks can live without TV, movies, internet and 

radio until they learn to follow the rules.
4.  Better to have youngsters unhappy in his/her room 

crying than visiting them in jail crying to come home! 
(I Sam. 3:13,14)

CONCLUSION:
1.  Don’t allow the influence of violent, corrupt, pornographic 

pictures and ungodly language programming on TV, the 
internet, movies and head phones to destroy your home.

2.  Build firewalls of protection by supervision, instruction, 
restriction and restraint.

3.  Your sons and daughters will appreciate and thank you (Prov. 
17:6) in years to come for your love, care and protection. You will 
be repaid a hundred-fold because you trained them in the way 
of righteousness and shielded them in youth from the evil trash 
through the medium of TV, the internet, movies and ungodly 
music.

What Is A Home?
John Cotham

1.  What a home is not! We seem to have a problem in our 
vernacular where we see signs which state: “Homes for Sale.” 
We hear about homes being renovated, built or constructed.
a . A home cannot be bought nor sold.
b. A contractor cannot build a home. A home is “built”, but not 

with sticks and stones.
c.  Likewise, a home can be “destroyed”, but not by hurricanes, 

tornados, or fire.
2.  Satan has brought many destructive forces against the home: 

a. Homosexuality — Promoting same-sex marriages
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b.  Unfaithfulness (Adultery, Fornication)
c.  Mixed marriages (not race), but marriages of mixed “faiths”

i.e. the marriage of a Christian to a non-Christian or to 
someone in a denomination.

d. Alcohol, drugs,
e.  Doctrines such as: Atheism, Humanism, Evolution, etc.

DISCUSSION:
I.  THE HOME IS AN INSTITUTION DESIGNED BY GOD

A.  Created to be one flesh (Gen. 2:18,21-24)
'"“And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man 
should he alone; I will make him an help meet for him. 
...-‘And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon 
Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and dosed 
up the flesh instead thereof; -'And the rib, which the LORD 
God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought 
her unto the man. - ‘And Adam said. This is now bone o f  
my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called 
Woman, because she was taken out o f Man. 21 Therefore shall 
a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave 
unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.”
1.  Notice that such was not designed for any other 

creature, animal, fowl, nor fish.
2.  It was designed specifically for male and female. God 

warns against and will not accept any other kind of 
union.
Rom. 1:26-27, “For this cause God gave them up unto vile 
affections: for even their women did  change the 
natural use into that which is against nature: 27And 
likewise also the men, leaving the natural use o f the 
woman, burned in their lust one toward another; 
men with men working that which is unseemly, and 
receiving in themselves that recompense of their error 
which was meet.”

B.  The home is a unit based upon unity of the husband and 
wife relationship. Adam’s statement: “bone of my bones and 
flesh of my flesh" relates the intent of God for this 
inseparable unity in His design.

C.  The home is a unit, designed to thwart sexual immorality.
I Cor. 7:2-5, “Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every 
man have his own wife, and let every woman have her 
own husband. 3Let the husband render unto the wife due 
benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband. 
4The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: 
and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own 
body, but the wife. 5Defraud ye not one the other, except it be 
with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to
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fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan 
tempt you not for your incontinency.”

D.  The firewall: Preachers, Bible class teachers, but most 
especially parents, must indoctrinate the next generation to 
understand this divinely designed relationship.

II.  THE HOME IS AN INSTITUTION DESIGNED FOR PRO
CREATION.
A.  The home is based around a solid family unit.

1.  Gen. 1:28, “And God blessed them, and God said unto 
them. Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, 
and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish o f the 
sea, and over the fowl o f the air, and over every living 
thing that moveth upon the earth.”

2.  Gen. 9:1, “And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said 
unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth.”

3.  I Tim. 5:14, “I will therefore that the younger women 
marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion 
to the adversary to speak reproachfully."

B.  A vital part of the home is the proper rearing of children.
1.  Prov. 22:6, “Train up a child in the way he should go: 

and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”
2.  Proper training in certain areas are needed but not 

necessarily vital:
a .  Physical, Sports, etc. are helpful but Paul said: I Tim. 

4:8, “For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness 
is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life 
that now is, and o f that which is to come.”

b.  Education is certainly necessary but sometimes 
dangerous: (Acts 26:24) “And as he thus spake for 
himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art 
beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad.”

3.  The most important training requires spiritual guidance:
Eph. 6:4, “And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord.”

C.  The firewall: Before marriage, our young people should be 
indoctrinated in God’s intent to build strong spiritual 
families for His purpose of replenishing the world with His 
people. This can be done partly by preaching, and Bible 
classes, but most importantly by godly parents who set the 
proper example in their own union.

III.  THE HOME IS AN INSTITUTION DIVINE IN ITS CON
STRUCTION.
A.  The husband is to be the head, the wife to be in subjection 

to her husband: Eph. 5:23-24, “For the husband is the head
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of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he 
is the saviour of the body. ^Therefore as the church is subject 
unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in 
every thing.”

B.  The wife has a vital part but not as ruler or lord. She is 
intended to be a helper in the home unit: Gen. 2:18, “And 
the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him an help meet for him.”
1. The mother has a role to teach the children whether sons 

or daughters:
a .  Il Tim. 1:5, “When I call to remembrance the un

feigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy 
grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am 
persuaded that in thee also.”

b.  Titus 2:4-5, “That they may teach the young women to 
be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, 
'To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, 
obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God 
be not blasphemed.”

C.  The husband’s part is just as valuable, or more so: i.e. to 
treat wife and children with love and proper respect:
1.  Eph. 5:25, “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 

also loved the church, and gave himself for it.”
2.  Eph. 6:4, “And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to 

wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord.”

D.  Children must have the same respect for this divine unit:
Eph. 6:1-3, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this 
is right. Honour thy father and mother; which is the first 
commandment with promise; That it may be well with thee, 
and thou mayest live long on the earth.”

E.  This unity of construction requires teamwork on all parties:
Amos 3:3, “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?”

F.  The firewall: We must all understand and teach that to 
usurp the boundaries of authority given by God is to bring 
destructive forces against this divine institution. To destroy 
the home will bring God’s judgment upon us.

IV.  THE HOME IS AN INSTITUTION IN-DISSOLVABLE IN
ITS NATURE.
A.  God intended that once bound, the marriage (home) should 

never come apart.
1. Rom. 7:2-3, “For the woman which hath an husband is 

bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but 
if  the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her 
husband. So then if, white her husband liveth, she be 
married to another man, she shall be called an 
adulteress: but i f  her husband be dead, she is free from
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that taw; so that she is no adulteress, though she be 
married to another man.”

2.  Mark \0 A l-l2 ,“And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall 
put away his wife, and marry another, committeth 
adultery against her. ''And i f  a woman shall put away 
her husband, and be married to another, she committeth 
adultery.”

3.  Luke 16:18, “Whosoever putteth away his wife, and 
marrieth another, committeth adultery: and whosoever 
marrieth her that is put away from her husband 
committeth adultery.”

4.  I Cor. 7:11, “But and i f  she depart, let her remain 
unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not 
the husband put away his wife.”

B.  Though none of these verses deal with the only exception
(fornication) for the dissolving of a marriage, these verses 
show the strong intent of God that the union be in-dissolv
able.

C.  The firewall: We must teach that marriage and the home is 
a holy institution overseen and judged by God, that to 
dissolve that union without His divine permission (fornica
tion) will bring eternal damnation.

V.  BEING A DIVINE INSTITUTION MAKES IT RELIGIOUS
IN SPIRIT.
A.  Joshua 24:15, “And i f  it seem evil unto you to serve the 

LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the 
gods which your fathers served that were on the other side 
of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye 
dwell: but as for me and my house (home, family, JDC), we 
will serve the LORD.”

B.  The Israelites were instructed that God’s commandments 
were to be taught to every generation: Deut. 6:6-7, “And 
these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in 
thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk o f them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up.”

C.  Christian fathers are instructed to teach God’s ways to their 
children: Eph. 6:4, “And, ye fathers, provoke not your 
children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord."

D.  This first requires that fathers and mothers understand 
their responsibilities: Deut. 6:6-7, “And these words, which 
I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart”

E.  “Families that pray together, stay together.” There is great 
TRUTH in this statement. “One study has shown that 
ninety-five percent of the divorces that do occur do so in
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homes where one or both parents did not attend worship. In 
homes of church going families, only one in fifty-seven 
suffer divorce.1 That’s only two percent. What a difference!

F.  The firewall: Parents must understand that it is the 
responsibility of the home to have far more spiritual 
influence on their young than the church, schools, society, 
or culture. It is the responsibility of parents to rear their 
children to love and to obey the Lord.
1.  First, by living a godly life.
2.  By much prayer.
3.  By family Bible study and prayer together.
4.  By constant instruction concerning godly decisions in 

life.

CONCLUSION:
1.  With the exception of the Lord’s church, the home is the most 

important institution designed by God.
2.  It is designed with human development in mind:

a .  Designed for human companionship.
b.  Designed for human development physically.
c.  Designed for human education.
d. But, most importantly, the home is designed for spiritual 

education and development.
3.  We must build firewalls to protect the institution most designed 

to prepare the younger generation for spiritual development 
toward eternity.

ENDNOTES:
‘Boyd, James W., O, Give Me A Home, p. 93, (Sain publications, 
December, 2001, Pulaski, Tennessee)

Priorities In The Wrong Places
Jimmy Bates

1.  One of the most destructive issues facing the home, church, and 
society today is misplaced priorities.
a . Too many major in minors and neglect the most important 

things (Matt. 23:23).
b. A problem afflicting many church members and “Christian” 

homes.
2.  We must recognize and distinguish between things less, more, 

and most important.
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a. Some things are wrong, detrimental and must be avoided.
b. Some things are not wrong within themselves; they can be 

beneficial or can become wrong if they become excessive and 
not kept in their proper place.

c.  Some things are very important, but we must not allow them 
to become the most important things in our life.

d. Then, there are the things that must be the most important 
things in our lives.

3.  Most of us wrestle with priorities from time to time; but if we 
properly maintain the most important things in our lives (The 
Lord, His church and His righteousness), then the rest of 
our priorities will fall into place.

4.  What a difference would be made in our homes if husbands and 
wives, fathers and mothers would establish and maintain proper 
(right) priorities in the home!
a. Would be a positive influence on the church and society.
b.  May our study cause us to strive to that end!

DISCUSSION:
I.  PRIORITIES IN THE WRONG PLACE.

A.  The warped sense of values and misplaced priorities of our 
society:
1.  The pursuit of wealth, prestige, power, and praise of men 

(Luke 12:15-21; II Tim. 6:17; John 12:42, 43).
2.  To gratify the desires of the flesh (Rom. 1:20-32).
3.  A society that fights to protect animals, yet defends the 

murder of innocent babies by abortion; that declares war 
on drugs and tobacco, yet legalizes and advertises the 
consumption of alcohol.

4.  We can expect such from worldly, ungodly people.
B.  Misplaced priorities in the home and church.

1.  Bulletin article dated November 18, 1980 stated, “We 
worship our work; we work a t our play; we play at 
our worship.” A true description of many today that 
call themselves Christians.
a .  Job and career have become the most important 

thing in the lives of some.
1)  They have little time for family and home respon

sibilities and no time to be involved in church 
work or regular worship.

2)  They have mistakenly convinced themselves that 
their job is an acceptable excuse.

b.  Many work at their play allowing themselves and 
their families to become excessively consumed by 
sports and recreation.
1) When far more time and money are spent on 

recreation than in support of the Lord’s church 
and its work, priorities are misplaced.
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2) Sports and recreation are beneficial to parents 
and children, but they must be kept in their 
proper place of importance.

c. Some play at their worship, not truly worshiping 
in spirit and truth (John 4:24).
1)  One who comes to worship to be seen of men or 

visit with others and does not fully participate in 
the items of worship is “playing at their worship.”

2)  Such worship is vain.
2. The following written by the late Wendell Winkler 

indicates misplaced priorities in the home. “What 
priorities will be established in the hearts of our children 
when the following things are adhered to?
a.  When we are early to the ball game, but late to the 

worship service?
b.  When we check that our children do their school 

homework, but never check to see if they are 
completing their Bible school lessons?

c.  When they cannot stay up late on school nights, lest 
it infringe upon their school work, but they can stay 
up and watch the “late show” on Saturday night, 
though they will be attending Bible school the next 
morning?

d.  We will not let them to miss school, even though they 
do not want to attend; but, we cater to their whims 
and let them miss Bible school because they happen 
not to want to attend that given day?

e.  We know the names of their public school teachers, 
but we cannot give the names of their Bible class 
teachers at church?

f.  We will serve as room mother or president of the PTA 
at the public school, but we will never take part in 
arranging for various functions for their Bible class?

g.  We will not take our vacations so as to cause them to 
miss any school, but we have no qualms of conscience 
about taking our vacation during the time of the 
Gospel meeting?

h.  They see us avidly look and study their school work, 
but never pay any attention at all to handwork 
brought home from their Bible classes?

Yes, with such situations prevailing, what priorities are 
being established in the hearts of our children?

II.  ESTABLISHING AND MAINTAINING PROPER (RIGHT) 
PRIORITIES.
A. “B ut seek ye FIRST the KINGDOM  OF GOD a n d  HIS  

RIGHTEOUSNESS..." (Matt. 6:33).
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1.  Here is the TOP PRIORITY in l ife -“the whole of man...” 
(Eccl. 12:13).

2. The Lord’s Kingdom (church) and His Righteousness 
(keeping the commands of God -  Psalm 119:172) must 
come before:
a .  All material things (Matt. 6:24-34).
b.  One’s own parents, spouse, children, or any other 

family member; or even one’s own life (Matt. 10:34- 
39).

c.  Anyone or any thing (Luke 9:59-62).
d.  Some seem to think there are exceptions, such as: job, 

family, sports, etc. But the Bible reveals no excep
tions!

B.  Essential elements in consistently putting the Lord’s church 
and Righteousness FIRST in our lives:
1.  Must begin and continue in the heart. "Keep the heart 

with all diligence; for out o f it are the issues of life" (Prov. 
4:23). “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he" (Prov. 
23:7).
a .  Must obey from the heart (Rom. 6:17,18).
b.  Treasure is where the heart is (Matt. 6:19-21; 5:8).
c.  Pharisees condemned because their heart was not in 

their worship (Matt. 15:7-9; 23:25-28).
d.  Long before the Prodigal Son left home his heart was 

“in a far country” (Luke 15:13).
e.  The priorities of many are wrong because their 

hearts are on the wrong things. Priorities will not 
change until hearts change.

2.  The heart’s affections must be kept on things above -  
spiritual things (Col. 3:1,2).
a .  The key to keeping our priorities in the right place is 

to stay focused on the spiritual things and never 
allow the temporary things of the world to become 
more important to us.

b.  Contrast Abraham (Heb. 11:8-10) and Demas (II Tim. 
4:10).

3.  Must love God supremely (Matt. 22:36-40).
a .  Must love all others less (Luke 14:26, 27, 33).
b.  Supreme love for God will be manifested in obeying 

God’s commandments (John 14:15; I John 5:3), thus 
putting the Kingdom and His Righteousness FIRST 
in our lives.

c.  Warned not to love the world (I John 2:15-17; James 
4:4).

4.  A strong, genuine faith  (Gal. 2:20; 5:6; Heb. 11).
a. The blessings we enjoy in Christ are the results of a 

faith capable of putting the Lord’s church and His 
righteousness first in our lives.
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b.  This faith trusts God to provide the things we need 
when we put Him first (Matt. 6:31-34).

c.  If we allow our faith to weaken, our priorities will 
likely become misplaced.

III.  PROPER PRIORITIES— BUILD STRONG CHRISTIANS, 
STRONG FAMILIES, STRONG CHURCHES.
A.  The Christian whose priorities are in the right place:

1.  Will be one whose most important Object or Purpose 
in life is to glorify and please God (II Peter 3:18).
a.  Through obedience and good works (Matt. 7:21; 5:13- 

16; Eph. 2:10).
b.  Through living a good moral and godly life (Titus 

2:11, 12; I Cor. 6:19, 20; Rom. 12:1, 2).
c.  As a member of His church (Eph. 3:21).

2. Considers the most important Privilege in life to be a 
child o f God.
a.  I John 3:1-3
b.  No greater inheritance than to be an heir of God 

(Rom. 8:16, 17).
3.  Is one who knows the most important Knowledge in 

life is to know God and His Word.
a.  Thus a diligent student of God’s word (II Tim. 2:15; 

I Peter 2:2; II Peter 3:18; Psalm 119:105).
b.  Knows that to know God is to keep His command

ments (I John 2:3, 4).
4.  Is one who supports the most important Work in life — 

the Lord’s work in His church (Titus 2:7,14; 3:1; I Cor. 
15:58; Matt. 28:19,20).

5.  Is one who knows the most important Joy in life is the 
joy  o f salvation  (Psalm 51:12; Acts 8:39; 16:33,34; Phil. 
4:4).

6.  Is one who knows that to achieve the most important 
Victory in life is to overcome se lf and the world 
through Jesus Christ (I Cor. 15:57; I John 5:3-5; Rev. 
2:10b; 3:21).

7.  Is one who enjoys the most important Fellowship in 
life — fellowship with the Godhead and all the 
redeemed (Acts 2:42; I John 1:3-7).

8.  Is one who knows the most important Gift one can give 
is to give talents, time, and money in support o f the 
Lord’s Cause (Matt. 25:14-30; Rom. 12:1; II Cor. 8:5;
I Cor. 16:2).

9.  Is one who considers his most important Possession to 
be his soul (Matt. 16:26).

10.  Is one who knows the most important Prize to be 
sought is the crown of life (I Cor. 9:24, 25; Phil. 3:14;
II Tim. 4:6-8; Rev. 2:10).
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B.  When you have homes with Christian fathers and mothers 
with proper priorities as described above, then you have:
1.  Husbands and wives, fathers and mothers who love each 

other and are striving to fulfill the role God has given 
them in the home (Eph. 5:21-33).

2.  Helping one another live the Christian life.
3.  Faithful in attending the worship services and support

ing the work of the church.
4. Teaching their children by word and example:

a .  What the proper priorities in life must be.
b.  The importance of spiritual things over material 

things.
c.  Respect for God and the church and the Bible.
d.  Respect for teachers, parents and authority in 

general.
e.  Bringing them up in the nurture and admonition of 

the Lord (Eph. 6:1-4).
C.  When you have churches made up of the kind of homes 

described above, who have their priorities in the right place, 
then you have strong congregations that are going forward 
with the Lord’s great work!

CONCLUSION:
1.  Each of us should examine our priorities and make sure the top 

priority in our lives is to seek first the Lord’s church and His 
righteousness (II Cor. 13:5).

2.  It is acceptable for Christians to engage in various lawful 
activities in life; but it is not acceptable to put those things 
ahead of the Lord.
a . When there is a conflict between the two, one shows what he 

considers to be more important by the one he puts first.
b.  Let us remember, when it comes to serving the Lord, we must 

give Him FIRST PLACE or No Place!
c.  He does not take SECOND PLACE in anyone’s life!

The Lack Of Discipline
Rick Knoll

1.  Next to the church, the home is the single most important 
institution in the world.
a .  It is the home where all initial training and instruction takes 

place.
b. Society is influenced by this training.
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2.  The lack of discipline in the home is running rampant and will 
not change until real discipline returns to the home.

3.  Real discipline is more then just time out or spankings.
4.  Our lesson will set out to show:

a. What discipline really is.
b. The result of little or no discipline in the home.
c.  How discipline is used to build a firewall of protection in the 

home.
d. Some results of the discipline firewall works.

DISCUSSION:
I.  WHAT IS DISCIPLINE REALLY?

A.  Discipline is not just punishment.
1.  It is training. Prov. 22:6
2.  It is teaching. Eph. 6:4
3.  It is withholding not correction. Prov. 23:13a

B.  Webster defines discipline as:
1. Teaching, learning, punishment; instruction;
2. Training that corrects, molds, or perfects the mental 

faculties or moral character.
3.  Control gained by enforcing obedience or order; orderly 

or prescribed conduct or pattern of behavior.
4.  Self-control.
5.  A rule or system of rules governing conduct or activity.

II.  THE RESULT OF LITTLE OR NO DISCIPLINE IN THE 
HOME.
A.  Disrespect for parents.

1.  Children need guidance. Eph. 6:4
2.  Punishment for disrespect to parents.

a.  Punishment for rebellious children. Deut. 21:18-21
b.  Cursing or smiting parents. Exodus 21:15,17

B.  Disrespect toward teachers and others in authority.
1. Ask any veteran teacher about the difference in class

room decorum today compared to a few years ago.
2. The law of the land is ignored.
3.  Employer rules are snubbed.

C.  The worst problem of all, disrespect for God’s law.
1.  Members of the Lord’s church take liberties with His 

word.
2.  Congregations are ruined because of this failure to 

discipline as God commanded.

III.  DISCIPLINE: BUILDING A FIREWALL OF PROTEC
TION BY USING AND FOLLOWING THE DESIGNERS 
FIREWALL BUILDING PLAN.
A.  Begins with parents who are disciplined themselves.

1.  Nothing worse than moms and dads who:
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a.  Behave like (sometimes worse) than children.
b.  Who do not realize how silly they look in the eyes of 

the world.
c.  Paul’s admonition, “When 1 was a child, I spake as a 

child, 1 understood as a child, I thought as a child: 
but when I became a man, I put away childish 
things.” I Cor. 13:11

2.  Parents who have their priorities in order.
a .  Matt. 6:33; 22:35-40
b.  Starting place is doing it God’s way. Eph. 5:22-24

1)  Husbands must take the lead, v. 23
2)  Wives be in submission to your husband, v. 22

3.  Parents who know and understand their responsibilities.
a .  Teach diligently. Duet. 6:6-9
b.  Begin their teaching the moment the baby is born.
c.  Not afraid to say no when necessary.

B.  Establish your authority over the child.
1.  Nothing worse than parents allowing the child to rule 

the roost.
a .  If you as a parent are allowing this, REPENT.
b.  Eli restrained not his sons. I Sam. 2-3

2. The scriptures teach plainly the children are to obey 
their parents, not vice versa.
a .  Eph. 6:1, Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for 

this is right.
b.  Col. 3:20, Children, obey your parents in all things: 

for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.
C.  Encourage your children with praise.

1.  When they do good and right, tell them how pleased you 
are.

2.  We have an excellent example of this.
a .  Matt. 3:17, “And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This 

is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
b.  Matt. 17:5, “While he yet spake, behold, a bright 

cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of 
the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.”

D.  Punish the child when he/she disobeys.
1.  This does not mean we are at liberty to abuse them.

a.  In a kind, forceful and lovingly teaching way.
b.  Prov. 13:24, “He that spareth his rod hateth his son: 

but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.”
2.  Someone described this as applied psychology:

A little pat on the back... a little low... a little hard... 
a little frequent... with a little brush!

3. This does not mean we should lose our temper.
a. Psalms 103:8, “The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.”
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b.  Eph. 4:26, “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun 
go down upon your wrath:”

E.  Be consistent.
1.  Insist on obedience to the rules you make.
2.  Do not make rules you do not intend to enforce.
3.  Do not show partiality.

a .  Jacob and Esau felt the pain of this situation. Gen. 
25:28

b.  Isaac and Rebecca brought division into their family 
which plagued their sons and grandsons throughout 
their lives.

F.  Be an example of the things you want your children to 
learn.
1.  I Cor. 11:1, “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of

Christ.”
2.  What kind of example are you to your children? Grand

children? Illus: Like father like son.
3.  Are you putting the Lord first? Matt. 6:33

IV EXAMPLES OF FIREWALLS WORKING AND ARE 
POSSIBLE.
A.  Jesus, when he was 12 years old. Luke 2:42-51

1.  Came up missing.
a .  Was found after three days questioning and being 

questioned.
b.  I do not believe it was an accident.

2.  When tempted of the tempter in Matt. 4:Iff
B.  Six year old Tiffany.

1.  Was scheduled to participate in a school show.
2.  Her answer: “We don’t sing Jesus songs with music.”

C.  Eleven year old Andrew.
1.  Was supposed to go to a play with the entire 5th grade 

about Jesus’ birth.
2.  Did not go because we do not celebrate Christmas as

Christ’s birthday.
D.  Eleven year old Steven.

1.  Went home and told mother she had a letter from school, 
a. Don’t worry I took care of it.

2.  The school was going to go to Washington D.C. departing 
on Sunday morning.
a .  Could not go because he could not miss worship 

services.
b.  The school changed the departure day to Monday.

CONCLUSION:
1.  Solomon stated we should remember our Creator in the days of 

our youth. Eccl. 12:1
a.  How can this be done except they be taught?
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b. Who better to teach than parents.
2.  It is in the best interest of the home, country and church to 

discipline as God has instructed.
3.  The souls of our children as well as our own are at stake if we 

fail in our responsibility.
4.  I believe the apostle John said it best:

a . “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in 
truth.” Ill John 4

b. Could you think of anything more comforting?
5.  Let us follow the plan God has provided.

The Role Of Men And Women
Virgil Hale

1.  During this Lectureship, lessons have been presented on The
Home, Husbands and Fathers and Wives and Mothers.
a .  It is certain that the future of the world and the future of the 

church depends on the kind of homes that make up the world.
b.  Proper training in the home is essential.

2.  This lesson is to deal with men and women in general.
a. The proper kind of men and women are indeed a firewall of 

protection.
3.  Since things written “aforetime were written for our learning” 

(Rom. 15:4), I am convinced we can go to God’s Word and find 
examples of men and women who were indeed “firewalls” in 
their time and for their generation.

4.  We know that Adam and Eve do not fit into this category, as do 
many others that we could mention.

DISCUSSION:
I.  SOME OUTSTANDING WOMEN OF THE BIBLE.

A.  Esther was indeed a “firewall” for her people.
1.  She was willing to risk her life to save her people (Esther 

4-5).
2.  Mordecai told her, “...who knoweth whether thou art 

come to the kingdom for such a time as this” (Esther 
4:14).
a. When she made up her mind to go before the king 

(uninvited), she said, “...and if I perish, I perish” 
(Esther 4:16).

B.  Jochebed (mother of Moses) was a “firewall” because she so 
taught and influenced Moses that we can read, "By faith 
Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the
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son o f Pharaoh’s daughter; Choosing rather to suffer 
affliction with the people o f God, than to enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a season” (Heb. 11:24-25).
1.  He could have been powerful, wealthy, and he could 

enjoyed the “things of this life.”
2.  But he made the right choice because of the influence 

and training of his mother.
C.  The “virtuous woman” of Proverbs chapter 31.

1.  She was trustworthy, energetic, busy, had good business 
sense, was charitable, was a blessing to her husband and 
her children.
a.  Verse 31 reads, “Give her of the fruit of her hands; 

and let her own works praise her in the gates.”
D.  Deborah surely was a “firewall” for her people.

1.  We read, “And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of 
Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that time” (Judges 4:4).

2.  Barak refused to go to war unless she would go with him 
(verse 8).

E.  Hannah (mother of Samuel).
1.  Hannah prayed for a son, and said, “I will give him unto 

the Lord all the days of his life...” (I Sam. 1:11).
a.  She kept that promise, and Samuel was a great man

in the history of God’s people, and was the last judge 
of Israel.
1)  However, Samuel was not a “firewall” for his sons, 

because we read, “And his sons walked not in his 
ways, but turned aside after lucre, and took 
bribes, and perverted justice” (I Sam. 8:3). 
a) This was given as a reason as to why God’s

people wanted a king over them (I Sam. 8:5).
F.  Mary (mother of Jesus).

1.  What an honor to be the mother of our Saviour!
2.  It is sad that Catholicism teaches so much false doctrine 

relative to Mary.
G.  Lois and Eunice (grandmother and mother of Timothy).

1.  Note what is said to Timothy “When I call to remem
brance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt 
first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; 
and I am persuaded that in thee also” (II Tim. 1:5). Note 
also II Tim. 3:14-15.

H.  Dorcas (Acts 9:36) “...full of good works and alms deeds 
which she did.”

I.  Aged Women are to “teach the younger women...” ( Titus
2:4-5)

J .  Women can prepare food, assist the sick, sew for the needy, 
keep the home, etc.
1.  Women are limited in physical strength, but can be 

strong spiritually.
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2. The New Testament speaks of “devout and honourable 
women...” (Acts 13:50); “holy women” (I Peter 3:5); and 
“...women professing godliness” (I Tim. 2:10).

K.  Bad examples: Eve; Jezebel; Sapphira, etc.

II.  SOME OUTSTANDING MEN OF THE BIBLE.
A.  Jesus the only perfect man.

1.  We are to strive to follow in His footsteps.
B.  Abraham, a man who had faith when others worshiped 

false gods.
1.  The man to whom it was said, “...and in thee shall all 

families of the earth be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). “And in thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed....” (Gen. 
22:18).

2.  Abraham is known as, “The father of the faithful.”
C.  Joshua, a great leader and father.

1. When an old man he spoke these words: “..choose you 
this day whom ye will serve...but as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15).

D.  Daniel
1.  A man of strong faith, without fear of man.
2.  As a result, saved from the lions (Daniel 6).

E.  Shadrach, Meschach, and Abednigo saved from the fiery 
furnace (Daniel 3). Their faith and dedication to God caused 
them not to fear death.

F.  The Apostles
1.  Great men with the exception of Judas.
2.  According to history, all were put to death except John.

G.  Cornelius, before he became a Christian, was a good man.
1.  We read, “A devout man, and one that feared God with 

all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and 
prayed to God alway” (Acts 10:2).

2.  He was also interested in others hearing the message 
(Acts 10:24, 33).

H.  Early Christians. Many suffered persecutions, even death.
I.  Some bad examples.

1.  Many of the kings of the Old Testament.
2.  Lot who made a decision that cost him most of his family
3. The old prophet who lied to the young prophet.
4.  Men like Adam, Cain, Korah, Balaam, etc.

J .  Men can be elders, deacons, preachers, can teach anyone, 
can assist needy, etc.

K.  Peter speaks of “holy men of God” (II Peter 1:21).
a. May each of us live in a way that this can be said of us.
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CONCLUSION:
1.  The Psalmist wrote, "Oh that men would praise the Lord for his 

goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men" 
(Psalms 107: 8; 15; 21; 31).

2.  May we commit these thoughts to memory, and more than this, 
to life.

3.  May each of us live in a way that we can truly be a "wall of fire" 
around our family, friends, brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
to the world.

Abortion
Victor M. Eskew

1.  There are events of Bible history that will cause one to cringe.
a .  Pharaoh’s destruction of the Hebrew infants (Exodus 1:15- 

16). "And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, of 
which the name of the one was Shiphrah, and the name of the 
other Puah: And he said, When ye do the office o f a midwife to 
the Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools; if  it be a 
son, then ye shall kill him: but i f  it be a daughter, then she 
shall live.”

b.  Herod's killing the infants in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:16).
"Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise 
men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the 
children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, 
from two years old and under, according to the time which he 
had diligently inquired of the wise men.”

2.  Yet, when we say that there were 1,370,000 abortions performed 
in the United States last year, we barely shrug our shoulders at 
this horrific news.
a .  114,167 per month
b. 3,753 per day
c.  156 per hour
d. 2.6 per minute

3.  Those who claim to be “religious” are involved in this onslaught 
of evil in the U.S.
a . Protestants (37.4%)
b. Catholics (31 .3%)
c.  Born again, Evangelicals (18%)
d. Jews (1.3%) (taken from abortionno.org)

4.  With facts such as these before us, there can be no doubt that 
this malady has impacted women in the churches of Christ and 
definitely families within the body of Christ.

abortionno.org
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5.  What can we do to build a “firewall of protection” around our 
homes and members so that they will not be involved in 
abortion?

DISCUSSION:
I.  TEACH OUR CHILDREN.

A.  Some guidelines about teaching our children:
1.  Teach them very early in life about sexual matters and 

abortion.
a.  The youngest girl to ever be pregnant was five years 

old.
b.  Children who are eleven and twelve years old are 

having abortions.
2.  Teach them plainly. Forget political correctness. Teach 

the Bible.
3.  Teach them often. Once is not enough.
4.  Teach them in the home. It is not enough to hear it in 

the assembly.
5. Teach them without rationalization and justification.
6.  Deut. 6:6-9, “And these words, which I command thee 

this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk o f them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest 
by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 
And thou shalt write them upon the posts o f thy house, 
and on thy gates."

B.  There are eight things that must be taught to our young 
people that apply to abortion.
1.  Life is a gift from God.

a .  Man cannot create life.
b.  Life is a gift that God gave to man at the beginning of 

creation (Gen. 2:7).
“And the LORD God formed man of the dust o f the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life; and man became a living soul.”

c.  God’s gifts are not to be treated with disdain. Any 
taking of human life is a high crime in the sight of 
God (Gen. 9:6).
"Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood 
be shed: for in the image of God made he man.”

2.  Life begins at the moment of conception.
a. The sperm fertilizes the egg. Twenty-three chromo

somes are united with 23 other chromosomes. Growth 
immediately begins. What is this growth called? 
Life!!!
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b.  One simple thought to teach our children: “The Bible 
teaches that a baby is a baby whether out of the 
womb or in the womb.”
1)  Jesus was called a “babe” while lying in the 

manger.
Luke 2:16, "And they came with haste, and found 
Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a 
manger.”

2)  The same term, “babe,” is used of John the Baptist 
while still in the womb.
Luke 1:41, "And it came to pass, that, when 
Elisabeth heard the salutation o f Mary, the babe 
leaped in her womb: and Elisabeth was filled with 
the Holy Ghost:”

3. Abortion is sinful.
a .  It is murder (Exodus 20:13). "Thou shalt not hill.”
b.  It is the shedding of innocent blood (Prov. 6:16-17). 

"These six things doth the LORD hate:yea, seven are 
an abomination unto him: A proud look, a lying 
tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,"

4.  Excuses do not “cut it” with God.
a .  Webster: an attempt to remove blame.
b.  King Saul offered his excuses to Samuel. They were 

futile in God’s sight (1 Sam. 15:19-23).
“Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the 
LORD, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil in 
the sight o f the LORD? And Saul said unto Samuel, 
Yea, I have obeyed the voice o f the LORD, and have 
gone the way which the LORD sent me, and have 
brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly 
destroyed the Amalekites. But the people took of the 
spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief o f the things which 
should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto 
the LORD thy God in Gilgal. And Samuel said, Hath 
the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat o f rams. For rebellion is as the sin of 
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the 
LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.”

c.  Many excuses are given in an effort to justify 
abortion.
1)  In the womb, the product is only a fetus.
2)  While in the womb, the baby is part of the mother 

and the mother has a right to say what happens 
to her own body.

3)  The baby would have to grow up without a father.
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4)  The baby would be born into a home that cannot 
support it.

5)  The baby wasn’t wanted. Therefore, he/she would 
not be loved and accepted.

d.  God’s Word will never be overridden by man’s 
excuses.

5.  Abortions can cause serious complications.
a .  Physical: over 100 different complications have been 

discovered.
b.  Psychological: from self-hatred to suicide.
c.  Spiritual: feeling separated from God and becoming 

unfaithful.
6.  Sin bears consequences. The consequences can be quite 

enormous.
a .  Hosea 8:7a, “For they have sown the wind, and they 

will reap the whirlwind..."
b.  Gal. 6:7-8, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 

whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For 
he that soweth to his flesh shall o f the flesh reap 
corruption; hut he that soweth to the Spirit shall of 
the Spirit reap life everlasting.”

c.  The greatest consequence of abortion is spiritual 
death, alienation from God, and punishment in hell, 
if one fails to repent of his sin (Rom. 6:23a). “For the 
wages of sin is death...”

7. Temperance, or, self-control should be manifested by 
abstinence.
a .  I Cor. 9:25; See also Gal. 5:22-23 and II Peter 1:5-7. 

“And every man that striveth for the mastery is 
temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a 
corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible."

b.  When it comes to sex, marriage, and bearing 
children, there is a God-given order provided in God’s 
Word (I Tim. 5:14a).
“I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear 
children...”

c.  One should abstain from sexual relationships prior to 
marriage.
1)  Heavy kissing, petting, experimentation, and 

being alone with a partner in such a way as to 
tempt should be avoided.

2)  The reply: This is impossible.
a)  It is if one gives over to the carnal lusts and 

desires.
b)  It is not if one loves the Lord and fortifies 

himself with the armor of God (Eph. 6:11-17). 
“Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may 
be able to stand against the wiles o f the devil.”
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8.  There are wonderful options other than abortion for 
pregnant youth.
a .  They involve a nine month pregnancy.
b.  They involve leaning on the loving support of others.
c.  They involve giving up the child at birth.
d.  They involve life, not murder.

II.  WE MUST LEARN WHAT EVIL IS.
A.  Since the 1950s, our society has slowly been desensitized to 

evil.
1.  We have moved from Playboy to thousands of porno

graphic websites.
2.  We have progressed from “Gone with the Wind” to 

unlimited filth in movies.
3.  Post-modern thinking has invaded the church. Many of 

our decisions and opinions are tainted with secularism 
and relativism.

B.  Evil is now determined by what each person “thinks” it is, 
or “believes” it to be.

C.  We must come to an understanding that evil is what God 
says it is. His thinking on evil may “By in the face” of what 
man believes it to be (Isa. 55:8-9).
1. Two examples:

a .  The one talent man was called a “wicked and slothful 
servant” (Matt. 25:26).

b.  Paul told the church at Thessalonica to withdraw 
fellowship from busybodies and those who would not 
work (II Thess. 3;10-15).

2.  Psalm 119:104, “Through thy precepts I get understand
ing: therefore I  hate every false way.”

3. Abortion is murder. It is the shedding of innocent blood.
It is the taking of a human life. In God’s sight it is evil.
a .  God was not pleased with Israel’s shedding of 

innocent blood when they sacrificed their children to 
idols (Psa. 106:37-38).

b.  In the womb, God sees the unborn as children (Gen. 
25:21-22; II Kings 19:3). Why would He be pleased, 
therefore, when we sacrifice children on the altar of 
ease and convenience?

4.  Rom. 12:2, “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will 
of God.”

111.  WE MUST BE WILLING TO FIGHT EVIL.
A.  We must abhor the evil and cleave only to the good (Rom.

12:9). “Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is 
good.”
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B.  We must marshal our forces by proclaiming the Word of 
God (II Tim. 4:2-4).
“Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 
For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall 
turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned 
unto fables.”

C.  We must actively go forth, carrying out the Great 
Commission so people will be turned from Satan and his 
evil ways to the living God and his wonderful purpose for 
our lives (I Thess. 1:6-9).
“And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having 
received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy 
Ghost: So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in 
Macedonia and Achaia. For from you sounded out the word 
of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in 
every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that 
we need not to speak any thing. For they themselves show of 
us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye 
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God.”

D.  ITim.6:12, “Fight the good fight o f faith, lay hold on eternal 
life, where unto thou art also called, and hast professed a 
good profession before many witnesses.”

CONCLUSION:
1.  Life is one of the most precious gifts that mankind possesses. No 

one wants to lose his life.
2.  We must put a firewall of protection around life from its 

beginning. If we do not, the sanctity of all human life will 
become suspect. There will be calls for taking human life in 
other situations as well.
a.  Let’s teach our children well.
b.  Let’s hate all evil in our society.
c.  Let’s fight evil with every ounce of our being.

3.  The call of the prophet of old needs to be heeded by individuals, 
Christians, churches, and government officials, especially in 
areas regarding morality.

4.  “Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him 
while he is near: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the 
LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon.”
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Humanism
Paul Cur less

1.  Humanism is a fascinating subject, especially to those with very 
little or no Bible knowledge.
a.  As the prophet Hosea stated long ago, the lack of Bible 

knowledge will destroy the people.
b. And it has destroyed many who have been taken in by the 

deceit of the Humanist.
c.  I dare say that a great number of people do not realize that 

Humanism is a religion. Just another denomination among 
the thousands of man-made denominations which currently 
exist today.
1)  In 1961 the U.S. Supreme Court cited secular humanism 

as a religion in the case of Torcaso versus Watkins. Roy 
Torcaso, a humanist living in Maryland had refused to 
declare his belief in Almighty God, which was required by 
state law in order for him to be commissioned as a Notary 
Public. The court ruled that requirement for such an oath 
“invades Appellant’s freedom of belief and religion.”

2)  Footnote 11 of the Torcaso versus Watkins decision 
contains the courts citation of secular humanism as a 
religion.

3)  In 1973, influential humanists, many of them we’ll know 
in our society, got together to update the religious creed of 
Humanist Manifesto I. Humanist Manifesto II appeared. 
Its authors called it “An expression of a living and 
Growing faith.”

2.  Let me make one thing perfectly clear, Humanism is a philos
ophy of men that is totally in opposition to God and what’s good.

3.  In our lesson today we will show the dangers of Humanism; how 
that it is strictly a man-made religion versus true Christianity 
(the Lord’s church).
a .  How Humanism is destroying the home as God would have 

it; also our public schools.
b. We will look at ways to save our homes and schools from this 

worldly denomination.

DISCUSSION:
I.  THE RELIGION OF HUMANISM.

A.  Humanist defined: “A doctrine, attitude, or way of life 
centered on human interest or values; a philosophy that 
rejects deity (God) and stresses an individual’s dignity and 
worth and capacity for self-realization through reason” 
(Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary).

B.  Do the Humanists have a creed book or Bible to instruct 
them? Yes and No!
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1.  What the Bible is to the Christian, the Humanist
Manifesto I & II is to humanist.

2.  Their beliefs, values and goals are explained in “Their
Bible"; the Humanist Manifesto II published in 1973.

C.  Some of their teaching includes:
1. Atheism they deny God, the inspiration of the Bible, the 

divinity of Christ.
a .  They believe man makes the world a better place, not 

God.
b.  They strongly believe in each other for making 

decisions, they leave the true and living God out of 
the picture, why?

c.  Because there is no God, no salvation, no heaven, or 
hell.

2.  These beliefs include no absolutes, no right or wrong.
Moral values are self-determined and situational.

3.  One of their goals include the removal of the distinctive 
role of male and female.

4.  They believe in sexual freedom between consenting 
individuals, regardless of age, including premarital sex, 
homosexuality and lesbianism

5. They promote a one world socialistic government.
6.  Of course, they believe in the right of abortion and 

euthanasia (killing individuals that are hopelessly sick 
or too old to be of any value; mercy killings, also, they 
believe in the right to suicide).

7. They deny the existence of the soul, life after death, and 
salvation.

8. They believe in equal distribution of America’s wealth to 
reduce poverty and bring equality.

9. They believe in the removal of American patriotism and 
the free enterprise system, disarmament, and the 
creation of a one-world socialistic government.

D.  Many other hideous things could be mentioned but hope
fully, these will help us understand the dangers of 
Humanism.

E.  What about Secular Humanism? Secular Humanism 
teaches the universe is Self-existing, since there is no 
Creator.
1.  But Genesis 1:1 says: “In the beginning God, created the 

heaven and the earth.”
2. They teach that man is the product of Evolution; nothing 

more than an animal.
a.  But Genesis 1:27 says: “So God created man in his 

own image, in the image of God created he him; male 
and female created he them.”

b.  This sounds something like what the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses believe; that when a person dies, no part of
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him continues to live, and that the dead are not 
conscious (The Truth That Leads To Eternal Life, 
p.41).
1)  But the Bible teaches that man has a soul which 

survives the death of his body (Gen. 1:26; Matt. 
10:28; Acts 2:27; Rev. 6:9; 20:4; James 5:20).

2)  The humanist sounds a little like the Sadducees 
of Acts 23:8, where they deny the resurrection, 
angels or spirits.

3)  Solomon stated the whole duty of man is to “fear 
God, and keep his commandments for God shall 
bring every work into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil" 
(Eccl. 12:13,14).

3. They promote, “Man, for better or worse, is on his own in 
the universe. He marks the highest point to which 
nature has yet evolved, and he must rely entirely on his 
own resources.” (James Hitchcock, “What Is Secular 
Humanism?”)
a .  One of their main goals is to remove Christianity 

from meaningful participation in government, law, 
and the public school classroom in effect, establishing 
“secular humanism” as the de-facto state religion.

b.  Let us never forget John Dewey, often referred to as 
“the father of modern education” was a signer of the 
Humanist Manifesto I published in 1933.

c.  Secular humanism and Christianity operate on two 
totally different world views. One says “Man is Lord.” 
The other says “Jesus is Lord.”

II.  THE HOME AND SECULAR HUMANISM.
A.  Some facts about homes in America.

1.  Divorce in America has increased 700 percent in the past
50 years.

2. Thirty-five to forty percent of American public school 
children live in single parent homes.

3. Thirty-five years ago, one out of four marriages ended in 
divorce, today more than one out of two end in divorce.
a .  Late in 1969, one poll reported that 68% of the 

populace disapproved of adultery and/or fornication.
b.  By 1992, however, the “revolution” had really kicked 

in, and only 33% frowned on extra-marital sex.
B.  God has three divine institutions which he ordained for the 

happiness of man.
1.  The home, Gen. 2:18-25.
2. The civil state (government), (Rom. 13:1-7).
3. The church of Christ (Matt. 16:18; Rom. 16:16).



FIREWALLS OF PROTECTION — February 2007 105

4. The oldest institution is the home; the other two are 
made up of homes.
a .  It’s been said, “The strength of the government and 

the church morally, spiritually, and physically is 
proportionate to the strength of the home.”

b.  The home is formed by a man (male) and a woman 
(female); who love each other and should continue 
doing that for life.
1)  Adam and Eve, NOT Adam and Steve, or Mary 

and Sue.
2)  They must leave and cleave (Gen. 2:24).
3)  This institution of marriage is to be permanent 

until death (Rom. 7:1-3).
a)  Remember, God hates divorce (Malachi 

2:14-16).
b)  God has given only one (1) cause for divorce 

(Matt. 5:32; 19:9) fornication or adultery.
c.  God’s plan has the father at the head (Eph. 5:23); 

who must love his wife (Eph. 5:25).
1)  They must love their children, who must obey 

their parents (Eph. 6:1).
2)  Fathers are to train their children (Eph. 6:4).

a)  Training our children often requires the hand 
of correction (Prov. 13:24; 22:13; 23:13,14).

b)  This requires parents to forget what our 
corrupt society says about raising children and 
follow God’s instructions.

III.  HOW IS HUMANISM DESTROYING OUR HOMES?
A.  By teaching that the nuclear family (things relating to the 

family) the Husband, wife and children is outdated.
1.  It is a product of evolution.

B.  Other “acceptable” forms of the family are evolving:
1. Trial marriages — read article “Trial Marriages”.

a.  Well over two million of couples living together in 
America are unmarried.

b.  Swedish couples who live together before marriage 
have an 80% higher divorce rate.

2.  Call it what you will, whether in the U.S. or Sweden, it’s 
SIN (Gal. 5:19).

3.  Homosexual marriages.
a.  Homosexual man and lesbian women.
b.  The very thing the Bible calls perversion, SIN (Rom. 

1:26,27).
C.  Humanists want to remove any standard or restrains on 

sexual activity.
1.  Read from Humanist Manifesto II, #6.
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2. God created sex to be enjoyed only in the context of 
marriage. Heb. 13:4, “Marriage is honorable in all, and 
the bed unde filed.”

D.  Humanists destroy the home by using the liberal media to 
subtility influence the way we think of the home and sex.
1. The Internet offers everything evil under the sun.
2. The daytime soap operas (R rated) feature an average of 

two intimate sexual acts per hour between persons not 
married to one another.

3.  The research team of Lichter and Rothman did a 
detailed study on the background of the media TV-elite, 
the results:
a .  93% claim they seldom or never attend worship.
b.  97% support abortion on demand.
c.  95% approve of homosexuality.
d.  84% approve of adultery.
e.  They all felt they should use TV to reshape society to 

their views (USA Today, May 11, 1984).
E.  Humanism is destroying the home through the feminist

Women’s Liberation Movement.
1.  Betty Friedan was a signer of Humanist Manifesto II; 

and president of the National Organization for Women 
in 1965.
a .  Patricia Ireland followed her. This woman had both 

a husband and female lover; are you surprised?
b.  In 2006, Kim Gandy became the President of N.O.W.

2.  Feminism destroys the home by:
a .  Seeking to do away with marriage: “The end of the 

institution of marriage is a necessary condition for 
the Liberation of Women. Therefore, it is important 
for us to encourage women to leave their Husbands 
and not to live individually with men.”

b.  Also, “the nuclear family (husband, wife and 
children) must be replaced with a new form of 
family.” (Declaration of Feminism, 1971, pp. 11,12).

3.  Supporting homosexual, lesbian and communal marriage 
and no fault divorces.

4.  Advocating free legal abortions (at taxpayer’s expense 
sounds like some of our politicians).

F.  Humanism is destroying the home through the public 
schools.
1. John Dewey, father of modern American education, was 

a humanist and a signer of Humanist Manifesto I.
2.  Sex education is taught without moral values, even to 

the very young.
a. A teacher told her class that they ought to try both 

homosexuality and heterosexuality to discover what 
they were meant to be!!
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b.  I have read that between two and three million 
children are being home schooled. Wonder why??

3.  Evolution is taught in science and social science classes 
(even in some of our so-called Christian Universities).

IV.  WHAT CAN WE DO TO SAVE OUR HOMES?
A.  As a Christian family unit (father, mother and children), we 

must get our priorities straight.
1.  GOD first (Matt. 6:33; Prov. 16:20).
2.  Family second (Matt. 10:37).
3.  Employment third (II Thess. 3:10; Psalm 128:2).
4.  Social recreational activities “Last”.

a .  Of which the family unit is primary responsible, not 
the local congregation.

b.  The Lord’s church is in the soul saving business, 
(Luke 19:10) not the “children rearing” or entertain
ment business.

c.  It would be foolish to depend on our school system or 
the government to rear our children.

B.  Spend time with family.
1.  Usually, parents today give their children everything 

except themselves.
a .  Tell them you love them.
b.  Show that love by your actions.

2.  Mothers need to be with children in their formative 
years.
a.  Catholicism is known for making the claim, “Give me 

a child until the age of five and I’ll show you a 
Catholic for life.”

b.  The reason is obvious.
3.  Brother Robert Waggoner’s book, “Building Better

Homes” has stated that of middle class fathers of one- 
year-old infants, spend an average of only twenty 
minutes a day with them.
a.  We must break the daily cycle that many parents fall 

into and spend additional time with our children.
b.  We must pray often as a family unit (I Thess. 5:17) so 

our children will understand at a very young age 
what’s really important in life.

C.  We must have complete control of our children and their 
activities and teach them while in the home.
1.  Parents are responsible for their children until such time 

that they leave home (regardless of age).
2.  Fathers are responsible, "And ye fathers, provoke not 

your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).

3.  Godly mothers and grandmothers should assist in the 
teaching, especially when fathers fail, “And that from a
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child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is 
in Christ Jesus” [XX Tim. 3:15; Titus 2:4).
a .  Paul made mention of the unfeigned (sincere, 

unfailing) faith of Timothy.
b.  Because of his grandmother Lois and his mother 

Eunice (Il Tim. 1:5).
4.  Have daily or weekly devotions at home (II Tim. 2:2,15).
5.  Know their whereabouts, “Be not deceived: evil com

panionships corrupt good morals” (I Cor. 15:33).
D.  Avoid worldliness and materialism or the appearance 

thereof.
1.  Be careful what you and your children watch on T. V. and 

control what your children are viewing on the Internet.
2.  Be transformed, not conformed to this world (Rom. 12:2).

a.  Must not allow the world to set our standards in 
dress, and or actions.

b.  “Abstain from all appearance o f evil” (X Thess. 5:22).
3.  Never leave the impression the most important thing in 

life is a “big paying job” as if that will solve all problems 
(I Tim. 6:10).

4.  Must not love the world (I John 2:15).
E.  Be actively involved in your children’s school.

1.  Know what they are being taught by asking questions.
2.  Attend parent/teacher meetings, (know their teachers).
3.  Teach your children about evolution versus creation so 

they will be able to stand for truth.
4.  You confront teachers or principals when they mislead 

your children about Biblical matters.
F.  Use your citizenship wisely.

1.  We Christians are citizens of two worlds (Matt. 22:21).
a.  We have responsibilities in both.
b.  We live in the world, but not of the world.

2.  We must vote for candidates who stand for morality.
a .  Do all we can legally to fight Humanism, feminism 

and all the ISM’s that are destroying our homes.
b.  Let us not be guilty of voting our wallet over 

morality.

CONCLUSION:
1.  Let us remember. Humanism is a religion, damnable before God.
2.  It is all around us, we must be aware of it and oppose it.
3.  It has been said that America is undergoing a trial, which may 

be more severe than that of either the American Revolution or 
the Civil War.

4.  It will become even more difficult to maintain Christian values 
in our society because of Humanism.
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5.  We as Christians, must be “stedfast, unmovable, always abound
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord “ (I Cor. 15:58).

6.  Let us continue to be, “doers of the word and not hearers only” 
(James 1:22).

The Love Of Money
Jared Knoll

I Timothy 6:9-10
1.  It is not the Jones’ destroying the fabric of the home; its average 

Joe and his insatiable desire to become “Joe Jones.”
2.  It is not the cake and the act of eating; it’s the lust for the cake 

and the inordinate appetite of gluttony that consumes the cake.
3.  Our point is: It is not money; rather it is the disposition towards 

money and the things which money can buy.
4.  The lesson before us now relates the problem of the love of 

money to the home. Our goals in this lesson:
a . To present the problem: What is the love of money?
b. To illustrate the problem: Briefly examine examples from the 

scriptures.
c.  To treat the problem: Build a firewall of protection against 

the problem.

DISCUSSION:
I. THE PROBLEM PRESENTED: WHAT IS THE LOVE OF 

MONEY?
A.  To some, the problem is only among the rich.

1.  If they have money, they must be lovers of money.
Really?

2.  Only the rich can be guilty. Really?
B.  Paul presents the issue to Timothy differently than the 

foregoing conclusions by some (I Tim. 6:9,10).
1.  “Will be rich” comes from the Greek boulomai which 

means “to will deliberately; have a purpose to be 
disposed to; minded; intend.”
a .  Joseph Thayer adds to this regarding its use in our 

text, “of willing as affection; to desire.”
b.  W. E. Vine says it, “usually expresses the deliberate 

exercise of volition”
c.  You do not have to be rich to have your heart dis

posed to the idea! There is no social or economic 
distinction to be found within the word.
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2. “Love of money” comes from the Greek philarguria 
which from the compounding of words means love of 
silver (phileo -  love; arguros -  silver).
a .  The basic idea is covetousness, not just the dollar bill, 

but the possessions that can be purchased with it 
(cf. Exodus 20:17).

b.  Like the former, there is no social or economic 
distinction to be found in the word.

3.  We would have to admit from the text that having a 
heart/mind disposed in such a fashion would cause 
problems in the home.
a.  Temptation and snare that which brings peril, loss 

and destruction.
b.  Foolish and hurtful lusts unwise and even injurious.
c.  Drowning in destruction and perdition indicates a 

prolonged form of ruin.
d.  Erring from the faith led astray.
e.  Pierced through with sorrows penetrate entirely; 

through and through with grief.
C.  Being a problem of the heart, how does it manifest itself 

and lead to the destruction of the home?
1.  It presents in the form of pursuing “money” above all 

else (Prov. 15:27), thus a neglect of other particulars of 
the home.

2.  It presents in the form of trusting in “money”, thus false 
security about the well-being of the home (“Is it well 
with thee thy husband thy son,” II Kings 4:26).

3.  It presents in the wrong demeanor and attitude to loss of 
or absence of “money”, thus willingness to fraudulent 
activity, theft and even murder/suicide.

4.  It presents in the accumulation of possessions through 
debt which w ill not or can not be paid, thus dishonesty 
with our neighbors.

D.  It could also be an indirect attack on the home. An 
outsider’s lust for “money” could bring ruin to the home.
1.  How many homes were devastated because of a few at 

Enron? Or other instances like it?
2. The inability to cope with life’s periods of “abounding or 

being abased” and “being hungry or full” has destroyed 
many homes.

II.  THE PROBLEM ILLUSTRATED: EXAMPLES OF HOMES 
EFFECTED BY THE LOVE OF MONEY.
A.  Over many hills and through a lot of valleys you would have

to ride to round up all of the homes that have strayed from 
God’s paradigm because they “will be rich.” We will just 
rope and brand a few to illustrate the problem.
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B.  Achan’s house was certainly destroyed because of the “love 
of money” (Joshua 7:1-5; 21-26).
1.  Achan said he saw and coveted (Joshua 7:21).
2.  Consequently, there were many homes affected by 

Achan’s “private” sin because other men died in the 
battle with Ai (Joshua 7:5).

C.  Ahab and Jezebel exhibited, among many other things, an 
inordinate desire for “money” (1 Kings 21).
1.  This was certainly an action which was born of an evil 

heart which led to the destruction of the home.
2.  It was also an instance where another home was 

adversely affected.
D.  Ananias and Saphira loved their money and the praise of 

men; a problem that resulted in the termination of their 
home (Acts 5:1-11).

III.  THE PROBLEM TREATED: BUILDING A FIREWALL
OF PROTECTION.
A.  If you ask 100 people to tell you how to avoid or overcome 

the “love of money,” you would have some similarities but 
you would also have at least 100 different remarks as well.

B.  I am not an expert in solving the problems of the home but 
I have a book that will help. It was written by the One who 
instituted the home. I can give; though not exhaust a few 
principles from the Scriptures that will stand as a firewall 
of protection.

C.  From the context itself: The warning which Paul sounded 
is in the midst of strong principles which apply to the man 
of God.
1.  Learn contentment (I Tim. 6:6-8).

a .  Contentment: “to be free from care because of satis
faction with what is already one’s own. Rest or 
quietness of mind in one’s present condition.”

b.  Contentment in verse six speaks of a particular 
occurrence or object, while the contentedness in verse 
eight is a habit or permanent state of mind.

c.  We did not bring it in to the world and we cannot 
take it with us when we leave the world. Why then 
would we allow it to be a detriment to our homes?

d.  Suggestions for contented living:
1)  Count your blessings (James 1:17; Acts 14:16,17).
2)  Consider the salvation of God. The presence of His 

grace, mercy, love and compassion.
3)  Remember, even in death there is advantage to 

the child of God (Prov. 3:25; Matt. 10:28; Rev. 
13:14; Psalm 116:15).

2.  Flee, follow and fight (I Tim. 6:11-12).
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a.  These are instructions to the man of God — things 
you need to be concentrating on rather than earthly 
gain.

b.  Fleeing: shun or run away from all evil (1 Tim. 6:3-10)
c.  Following: to pursue to be given to; press forward; 

same word as to persecute. Rather than a “will to be 
rich” you should will to:
1)  Righteousness, Faith, Godliness
2)  Love, Patience, Meekness

d.  Fight: to struggle, labor fervently, strive as a soldier 
of Jesus. You don’t have time to be entangled in the 
affairs of this life (II Tim. 2:4).

D.  There is also the principle of seeking wisdom above other 
things. Solomon did this when he was young and humble 
(I Kings 3:5-15).

E.  There is the principle of keeping our eye on the goal, 
pressing “toward the mark of the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:8-15).

CONCLUSION:
1.  The presence of wealth and possessions within the home does 

not mean that it is in danger. It may be a blessing to the 
community, church and cause of Christ.

2.  The absence of wealth and possession does not insulate against 
the love of money destroying the home.

3.  But there can be no disputing that the “will to be rich” and the 
“love of money” has damaged, destroyed and broken down many 
a once good and perhaps godly home.

4.  May God bless you as you build your firewalls of protection for 
your home!

Modernism
Damon Lundy

1.  Modernism is a system of belief which denies the absolutes of 
Biblical authority, denies the inerrancy of the Scriptures, and 
denies or at least doubts the existence of God. As a result of 
these beliefs, modernism argues for relativity and seeks to 
undermine God’s authority in erecting absolute standards for 
human morality.
a. Those who hold to this belief system usually describe them

selves as A/ftczsts, Skeptics, or Agnostics.
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b. One prime example of Modernism in the U.S. is the group 
called the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). Take 
careful note of that which they are quick to defend or sue in 
our courts. It is clear their agenda is one of Modernism.

2.  Though the word Modernism implies a concept with roots in 
modern times, it is actually quite ancient. As Solomon wisely 
observed, “there is no new thing under the sun” (Eccl. 1:9).
a. Atheism — Denies the existence of God.

1)  The Psalmist declared “The fool hath said in his heart 
there is no God” (Psa. 14:1a; 53:1).

2)  “The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will 
not seek after God: God is not in all his thoughts” (Psa. 
10:4).

3)  Paul makes reference to this ungodliness as those who 
“did not like to retain God in their knowledge” (Rom. 1:22- 
25,28). Note: They may not worship images and creatures, 
but they do worship their own self-appointed scholarship.

b. Skepticism — the doctrine that true knowledge in a 
particular area is uncertain, especially regarding religion or 
religious principles (such as salvation, immortality, virgin 
birth, inspiration, God’s promises, the reality of Heaven or 
Hell, existence of the soul, etc.).
1)  Peter referred to skeptics (he called them scoffers), who 

doubted God’s promise that Christ would come again and 
the world would be destroyed (11 Peter 3:3-5,9).

2)  At one point in their life, though brief, Abraham and 
Sarah both doubted, were skeptical that Sarah would bear 
a child for she was barren and well above child bearing 
years (Gen.l7:16-19; 18:9-15).

c. Agnosticism — the belief that God is unknown and 
impossible to know. They don’t deny the existence of God, but 
they don’t affirm it either.
1)  To know God. one must have faith (Rom. 10:17; Heb. 11:1-

3).
2)  To know God, one must obey the Son (John 14:6).

3.  In this study we don’t want to focus on the doctrine of
Modernism, but on how to build firewalls of defense against it, 
with the objective of protecting the hearts and minds of our 
families and strengthen our faith.

DISCUSSION:
I. DEFINITION OF A FIREWALL.

A.  Webster’s Dictionary defines firewall as “a wall constructed 
to prevent the spread of fire.” Its first recorded use is in 
1759. In more modern times, this word has been used, but 
not necessarily in the same way as in 1759. Notice the 
following examples of its usage today.
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B.  There are firewalls present in each of our automobiles. It 
separates the interior of the car from the engine compart
ment and provides a level of security and protection to the 
occupants from the intense heat and noise generated by the 
engine.

C.  In most computer networks there are firewalls present. 
Cisco Systems defines these firewalls as routers or access 
servers designated as a buffer between any connected 
public networks and a private network used to ensure the 
security of the private network.

D.  Though not described as firewalls, many traditional castles 
had types of firewalls that provided protection.
1. The walls, gates, and drawbridge.
2. Archers atop walls, in guard towers, or behind an arrow 

loop (often vertical slits in the wall).
3.  The moat (a particularly good defense due to its great 

depth and width, its circumference around the city walls, 
and because of what could be thrown in it to discourage 
crossing).

E.  Simply put, a firewall is anything that can be used for 
safety, security, and defense by providing a barrier from 
that which can bring harm.

II. IN THE AREA OF THE SPIRITUAL, WHAT CAN BETTER
PROVIDE FOR PROTECTION THAN GOD AND HIS 
WORD?
A.  God through Zechariah promised He would be a firewall of 

protection to the church (Zech. 2:4-5).
B.  God promised Joshua He would be a type of firewall to him 

and exhorted him to be strong and courageous, to meditate 
upon His word and obey it (Josh. 1:5-8).

C.  The Psalmist declared “thy word is a lamp unto my feet and 
a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105).

D.  David also described God as a strong tower from the enemy 
(Psalm 61:3 cf. Prov. 18:10).

E.  Numerous passages describe God as a shield unto the 
righteous (Psalm 3:3; 5:12; 28:7; 33:20; 115:11; 119:114; 
144:2; Prov. 30:5; Gen. 15:1; Deut. 33:29).

III.  HOW TO BUILD A FIREWALL OF PROTECTION.
A.  Without using the word, Paul describes how Christians can 

create firewalls of protection by thinking on those things 
which are righteous (Phil. 4:8) and exhorts us to do this by 
the example he set (Phil. 4:9).

B.  Just as Joshua would be protected if he meditated on God’s 
word and obeyed it and was strong and courageous, so we 
also will be (cf. Josh. 1:5-8).

C.  We erect firewalls of protection by studying God’s word.
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1.  Our study of God’s word must start with desiring the 
sincere milk of the word (I Peter 2:2).

2.  We should continue growing in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (II Peter 
3:18).

3.  By this study and growth we will be approved unto God, 
we will have a tower and shield, we will have a firewall 
of protection (II Tim. 2:15).

D.  Prayer can provide a firewall of protection (James 5:16; cf.
1:5-6; I John 5:14-15).

IV.  PRACTICAL FIREWALLS OF PROTECTION FOR 
EVERYDAY LIVING.
A.  For families.

1.  Emphasize Bible Study and faithful attendance while de
emphasizing or discouraging extra curricular activities 
such as cheerleading, football, and other sports and 
activities which can interfere with serving and 
worshipping God.

2.  Don’t allow yourself or your children to read that which 
undermines their faith such as religious books written by 
denominational authors or books such as The Book of 
Mormon, the Koran, or similar.

3.  Restrict internet usage, chat rooms, and instant 
messaging.

4.  Do not send your children to so called “Christian” 
schools. Regardless of promises offered, they WILL be 
taught false doctrine.

B.  For churches.
1.  We must have sermons preached illustrating the 

preacher preaches “all the counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). 
Both “positive” and “negative” preaching are needed.

2.  We must have Bible classes which emphasize sanctified 
living, purity of thoughts, and the supreme authority of 
God.

3.  We must have Bible classes and sermons which teach 
against Evolution, Modernism, and every doctrine which 
undermines one’s faith.

4. We must have Elders, Deacons, Preachers, and Bible 
Class teachers setting the right example and living as 
God would have us.

5.  We must endeavor “to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3).

C.  For nations.
1. “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach 

to any people” (Prov. 14:34).
2.  We can pray for our leaders (I Tim. 2:1-2).
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3.  We can attempt to influence our leaders through letter, 
email, in person, or possibly phone calls.
a .  Paul and Barnabas influenced the proconsul of the 

isle of Paphos, Sergius Paulus (Acts 13:6-12), who 
believed (v. 12).

b.  Paul influenced King Agrippa who believed the 
prophets of old, but not to the point of believing 
Christ (Acts 26:27-28).

4.  We have the power to vote.

CONCLUSION:
1.  Modernism does not have to destroy our lives or the lives of our 

families.
2.  If we will trust in God, study His word, believe and obey it, and 

be faithful to Him, He will compass us with a firewall of 
protection.

3.  And in the end we will enjoy an “inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you” 
(1 Peter 1:4).

Pornography
Cade K. Somers

1.  “Pornography” is the combination of two Greek words:
a. Porno is from the noun porneia, meaning prostitution, 

unlawful sexual intercourse. It is a sin against one’s own 
body (I Co. 6:18). o pornos (masculine) and o porne (feminine) 
refer to a prostitute, a harlot, a fornicator, who practices 
sexual immorality (“whoremongers,” Heb. 13:4).

b. Graphy is from the noun graphe, referring to something 
written, a writing. The definition is connected with words like 
calligraphy, photography, geography, etc. It is seen in the 
phrase hag ias graphe, “Holy Scriptures” (Rom. 1:2).

2.  Pornography, simply put, is fornication visualized. Such visuali
zation can be in scandalous manuscripts and photographs, on 
internet websites, television programs and even in one’s mind 
(Matt. 5:28).

DISCUSSION:
1. PREVALENT: NOT JUST “THOSE DIRTY MAGAZINES” 

ANYMORE.
A.  "Playboy” was just the beginning of modern-day porn

ography.
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1.  The first issue appeared in December 1953.
2.  In 1972, 1 in 4 American college men were purchasing 

Playboy monthly.
3.  Playboy was typically known for what is called “soft

core.” “Soft-core” or “soft porn” includes images of partial 
or full nudity and the implication or description of sexual 
acts.

B.  Other magazines followed.
1.  Hustler and Penthouse are among these which deterior

ated American society even more, categorizing a new 
genre of “hard-core” pornography.

2.  Hard-core pornography blatantly depicts sex. This 
sickening sort is virtually unlimited to its demented 
devilish participants, homosexual intercourse, orgies, 
bestiality, etc.

C.  Modern media makes pornography available literally any
where
1.  Cable television, Internet, public libraries, and 

numerous businesses.
2.  Censored porn is still pornography: i.e. ads in Yellow 

Pages, newspapers, store windows, TV commercials

II. PLAGUING: “RESPECTABLE” DADDIES AND “GOOD” 
KIDS.
A.  Persuaded parents

1.  NBC’s Dateline “To Catch a Predator” series has proven 
how prone common people are to pornography. Among 
those caught: 54-year old special education teacher, 
50-year old emergency room doctor, a rabbi, an army- 
man, a defense contractor, a medical student, etc.1

2.  Those guilty have not just been social outcasts but many 
have been reputable, religious, occupationally successful 
parents.

B.  “Tweens” and teens.
1.  More than 11 million teens regularly view porn online.2
2.  The Kaiser Family Foundation found that 70% of teens 

online have accidentally come across porn online.3
3.  While 75% of parents claim to know where children 

spend time online, 59% of children say they’ve viewed 
objectionable material.1

Ill PROGRESSIVE: ROTTING BUT REPARABLE.
A.  Pornography eats away good from the soul. (cf. I John

2:16,17; Gal. 5:19-21; Gal. 6:7,8)
1.  It deteriorates young people’s perception of sexuality.
2.  It hinders the husband or wife’s pleasant perception of 

his or her spouse.
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3.  It provokes justification of other sinful things: immodest 
dress, lasciviousness, lust, premarital sex, extramarital 
sex, homosexuality, beastiality, gender malice and 
depreciation, etc.

4.  It filches innocence and purity and replaces it with guilt 
and filth.

5.  It is a preliminary step for sex-crime offenders 
(molesters, rapists, etc.)

B.  Pornography is the soul’s enemy. We must war against it 
inwardly. (Luke 11:39-40; II Tim. 10:4-6; cf. Psa. 51:6)
1.  Purge the poisoning mental images. (Psa. 119:36; Psa. 

141:4; Phil. 4:8)
2.  Resist illicit sexual acts. (II Tim. 2:22; James 4:17; I Cor. 

6:18)
3.  Understand that God knows your doings; no one is ever 

alone. (Isa. 40:28)
C.  We also must war against it outwardly.5

1.  Become knowledgeable about the issues concerning 
pornography.

2. Call and write those who are responsible for enforcing 
laws against crime.

3.  Write and call those who hold elected positions in city or 
county government.

4.  Write your governor and state legislators and ask them 
to seek revision of state anti-obscenity laws so that they 
are as strong as allowed by the state and federal con
stitutions.

5.  Write the President, Attorney General, your Congress
man or Congresswoman and US senators. Ask them to 
strengthen federal laws against pornography.

6.  Write representatives of the news media and “letters to 
the editor” about your views against pornography. 
Include the truth that obscenity is not protected by the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution any 
more than libel or slander are forms of protected speech.

7.  Initiate a petition to public officials, stating your concern 
and disapproval of the public display and sale of porn
ography films, video cassettes, books and magazines. 
Solicit support for the petition with friends, neighbors, 
church members, civic and school groups.

8.  Contact the neighborhood store which displays and sells 
pornographic materials offensive to you: Ask the store 
manager to (1) put the material out of sight, (2) seek a 
change in business policy which will discontinue the sale 
of this material. After allowing him some time, if there 
have been no changes, request to speak with the 
manager once again.
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9. Join others in efforts. Be persistent. Change takes time.
Keep a positive attitude. You can win the battle.

10.  Pray.

IV.  PREVENTABLE: HOUSES DON’T HAVE TO BURN.
A.  The steps of life do not require direct exposure to porn

ography’s flame.
1.  Life begins in innocence and shelter, a time adults 

should seek to spiritually relive (Matt. 18:3).
2.  No time, adolescence or whenever, is a time for drastic 

sexual enlightenment. Parental permission of a child’s 
pornographic perusing is spiritual poisoning in his 
formative years (Prov. 22:6; Eph. 6:4).

B.  To avoid the flame, one should beware of sparks.
1.  Some justify Playboy and such like because of the “good 

articles” or “quality art” or to become “better cultured.” 
(Eph. 5:11-12; cf. I Cor. 5:9-13)

2.  Some parents justify a child’s experimenting, saying 
carelessly, “Kids will be kids.”

C.  Practical ways we may prevent pain from pornography’s 
flame:
1.  Advice to parents

a .  Only permit children to use the computer when you 
are home. The majority of teens’ online use occurs 
right after school when parents are not yet home 
from work.1’

b.  Never allow children online after you have gone to 
bed.

c.  Have your children teach you about their favorite 
online destinations. Treat every site as questionable 
and worthy of investigation, no matter how innocent 
it may sound.

d.  Online chat room discussions should be heavily 
monitored if not prohibited.

e.  Create computer usage rules and discuss them with 
your child. Enforce them.

f.  Know the details of your child’s travels: With whom? 
Where will you be? What will you be doing? What 
adult supervision will be there? What is the tele
phone number and location?7

g.  Know what music children listen to, what movies 
they see and what books/magazines they read.

2.  General TV/computer related tips.
a.  Avoid “pay” cable networks, satellite systems, etc. 

with networks such as HBO, Cinemax, Showtime, 
etc.

b.  Keep household computers and cable television in 
open quarters.
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3.  Husbands and wives “render due benevolence” to one 
another (1 Cor. 7:3-4); marriage’s blessings should not be 
ignored (cf. 1 Cor. 7:9; Heb. 13:4).

4.  Do not shop at places which sell pornographic magazines 
or movies. The less one sees the destructive images, the 
less he or she will think of them.

5.  Educate yourself and others of why pornography is sin. 
Commit scriptures to memory. Before temptation 
knocks, you want to have already prepared the mind not 
to yield (cf. Matt. 12:43-45).

CONCLUSION:
1.  Pornography incites lust, not love. It promotes carnality, not 

Christianity.
2.  Others may take part in it, watch it, read it, condone it, tolerate 

it, make a joke out of it, advertise it and talk about it. The 
Christian will resist it and reprove it (James 4:7; Eph. 5:11).

ENDNOTES:
1http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/9878187/
2 “Protecting Kids Online,” Editorial, The Washington Post, July 

1, 2004; source cited at http://familyfirst.net/internetguide/ 
dangers.htm

3http://familyfi rst.net/internetguide/dangers.htm 
4WebSense, USA Today, 10/10-12/99; source cited at http://family

first.net/internetguide/dangers.htm 
5The ten ways to combat pornography, mentioned here, are points

taken from the writing of Dan Goddard found at www.garden- 
city-coc.org/articles/article46.asp. They have been edited to suit 
this outline.

6Arbitron New Media Study, October 1999; source cited at 
http://familyfirst.net/internetguide/dangers.htm

7http://www.fbi.gov/publications/pguide/pguidee.htm

Immodesty
Charles Blair

1.  There are few if any days that pass before us that our eyes are 
not confronted in some way with individuals who do not dress 
properly.
a .  It may be movies, television shows, commercials on tele

vision, ads in our mail boxes from department stores, or 
people whom we pass on the streets and in stores.

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/9878187/
http://familyfirst.net/internetguide/
http://familyfi
http://family
http://www.garden-city-coc.org/articles/article46.asp
http://www.garden-city-coc.org/articles/article46.asp
http://familyfirst.net/internetguide/dangers.htm
http://www.fbi.gov/publications/pguide/pguidee.htm


FIREWALLS OF PROTECTION — February 2007 121

2.  It is both a set of circumstances which both provide a comfort as 
well as a realization of the battle we are in for our very souls.
a . The comfort comes from knowing that God’s children in every 

generation has had to fight the affects of sin in the lives of 
those around us. (II Peter 2:7,8)

b. The realization should come to our hearts when we realize 
the ways or avenues through which Satan comes at our 
hearts.
1)  I John 2:15-16
2)  Knowing those avenues, provides us with a meaningful 

way to face what God’s children have always had to face, 
that is sin and its affect on humanity.

3.  In this study we will look at the meaning of certain words.
a . We want to establish what the problem is within society and 

our proper response to it.
b. We want to show what should be our proper understanding 

as to how to view the world around us.
c.  In conclusion, we want to show that we desire to do what is 

right but not necessarily what is popular.
d. May God bless our study together.

DISCUSSION:
I. MODESTY AS DEFINED IN THE WORD OF GOD:

A.  This sounds obvious and yet we must strive to show exactly 
what God is teaching us by means of His revelation.
1.  It cannot be what some person decides about the issue.
2.  It is not decided by what other generations did or did not 

do.
3.  Our message is that the scriptures are absolute and are 

therefore relevant to each generation.
4.  We must then listen to God.

B.  The scripture where we find the word “modest” is recorded 
in I Timothy 2:9.
1. The word means “orderly” or “that which is becoming.”

C.  The context of the scripture deals first of all with men.
1. They are to pray with holy hands being lifted toward 

God.
2. James uses the same type of wording to say to 

Christians that they should clean their hands and purify 
their hearts (James 4:8).

3.  Men lifting up holy hands is another way of saying that 
one’s life should be in accord with the will of God, that is 
a holy life.

4. They were not to pray either with wrath or in doubts.
D.  When Paul then comes to women, he begins by using the 

words, “...in like manner.”
1.  In the same way in which a man would lead a prayer, his 

life needs to be in accord with the will of God.
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2.  The woman then dresses in a proper way for the occasion 
she is engaged in out in public.
a .  That which it is not is the outward adorning.
b.  The words used by God are these.

1)  Shamefacedness: that which shrinks from over
passing the limits of womanly reserve and 
modesty as well as dishonor of which would justly 
attach thereto.
a) Her dress would reflect her being a godly 

woman in control of her life through her 
service to God.

2)  Sobriety: The well-balanced state of mind arising 
from habitual self-restraint.

E.  Modesty then concerned itself with the proper dress to be 
worn for the different occasions.

II. LET US APPROACH IT HOWEVER, IN REVERSE; LOOK 
TO HOW THE INWARD MAN IS DRESSED:
A.  I Peter 3:3-4, "Whose adorning let it not be that outward 

adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of 
putting on of apparel: 4But let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of 
a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great 
price.”
1.  What is the context here?
2.  A Christian woman married to a non-Christian husband.
3.  Her first concern is her heart.
4.  Her spirit is to be meek and quiet.
5.  By such a heart, it may be that her husband who first 

refused to hear the teaching of the Word may be swayed 
by the living of the Word (I Peter 3:1).

B.  When we speak about building “firewalls” for our children, 
it begins when we teach them to be modest in their hearts.
1.  We have seen thus far such things as shamefacedness, 

sobriety, meekness and quietness.
2.  Sarah obeyed Abraham (I Peter 3:6).

a. Christian wives are the daughters of Sarah by doing 
well and not being afraid.

3.  If we settle the issue through training, then hearts will 
have no room for sinful pride to enter into nor will there 
be any desire to dress other than what the heart reflects.

III.  THE OUTER OR PHYSICAL GARMENTS TO BE WORN:
A.  There were garments which individuals wore to weddings; 

clothes to work in; those who ran in races dressed according 
to what they were doing.

B.  Coming from the background of the Jews’ religion, there 
were garments which they wore to worship.
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C.  Even the pagans would dress a certain way to go and 
worship their false gods.

D.  Christians would have known then as well as now, you 
wear certain garments to work in, play in, go to weddings 
in and then when you come to worship God, our clothing 
should likewise reflect what it is that we are doing.
1. James speaks about those who come in to worship who 

are overdressed and use their garments to reflect their 
importance. (James 2:1-2)
a .  Not just their garments but their jewelry as well.
b.  When we give such an individual a higher place to sit 

in our response to their dress, then James states we 
have become judges of evil thoughts (verse 4).

c.  A man that has a vile garment does so because he 
does not have any better.

d.  The connection is that when we come to worship, we 
do not dress to impress others with who we are, 
neither do we wear that which is vile when we have 
better.

e.  Our clothes reflects the inward man of the heart.
E.  The apostle Paul warned about those who were effeminate.

1.  By definition it means that which is “soft”.
2.  The passage in 1 Corinthians 6:9 dealt with those men 

who enjoyed wearing that which pertained to a woman’s 
dress code.

3.  We can build firewalls with our children by instructing 
them about the difference between men and women.

4.  Such education would point to the fact of one’s clothing 
be that which pertains to a man or pertains to a woman.

5.  We do not mix the two or blur in any way the distinction 
between the two.

F.  What about the passage in Matthew 5:28?
1.  Please understand this passage does not deal with the 

idea of immodesty as such.
2. This passage deals with “my heart” and not what some

one else is wearing.
3.  This passage does not deal with a glance or a look but 

rather the idea of one who “continues to look” desiring 
that woman who he is fixed on in his mind.

4. Jesus teaches me to control my thoughts regardless of 
what people are wearing.

CONCLUSION:
1. The best way for us to build a “firewall” is to make up our minds 

to be righteous people.
a. We do not wear the clothes of a harlot because we are not 

harlots.
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b. We do not wear any thing that conveys the idea that we are 
not righteous people.

c.  Men and women, by the clothes they wear, send a message to 
a disbelieving world; it is a message that states in a sinful 
world there are people who will do what is right.

2.  Let us be Christians who are modest in our hearts and we 
reflect that modesty by the clothes we wear.

Divorce And Remarriage
Dav id Lemmons

1.  The concept for this lectureship is MOST UNUSUAL and should 
be exceptionally helpful to all who participate in any way. I am 
thankful to the Milestone brethren for conceiving it.
a. There is no question that homes are being destroyed in our 

time and among our brethren.
b. The need for “firewalls of protection” has to be obvious to any 

thinking brother or sister.
c.  1 have not been able to be present for all of the other 27 

lessons, but 1 look forward to the opportunity of studying 
further each of them via the book and perhaps recordings.

2.  In my work on computers and the internet I am a latecomer in 
using a FIREWALL.
a. Just in the past few weeks have 1 begun to use one as I began 

the experience of high-speed internet service through our 
local cable system.

b.  I have to think that I have been EXTREMELY FORTUNATE 
over the past fifteen years or so in that no viruses have 
caused havoc with any of my computer equipment, and no 
hacker has caused me damage!

c.  Probably, 1 should admit to being quite foolish that I have 
never before used anti-virus software or any firewall of 
protection for my computers.

d. It shall be my task to convince you to be WISER in your 
marital situation than I have been in the past in my own 
computer usage.

e.  I have an idea that many of us are about as lacking in 
understanding of the serious need to protect our marriages as 
I have been in this other less important matter.

3.  With your own soul, the soul of your companion, and the souls 
of children or others you may influence being at risk, the stakes 
are so much greater in the subject matter toward which we are
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urging the use of a firewall than the loss of any computer system 
could ever be.

4.  I noted that at least nine (and possibly all) of the other topics on 
this lectureship are directly correlated with my subject of 
“Divorce and Remarriage.”
a . I will try to limit myself in such a way that I will not make 

this lesson merely a review of what has already been said.
b.  On the other hand, that might not be so bad after all, the 

Three KEYS to learning are: REPETITION, REPETITION, 
and REPETITION.

5.  Let us think about these things:
a. The protection God provides for our marriages is the VERY 

BEST available.
b.  Foundational for our firewall of protection is an under

standing of what the New Testament teaches about MDR.
c.  The firewall of protection from God is only available to those 

committed to following the doctrine of Christ.
d. We can follow practical steps to “firm up” our firewall of 

protection.

DISCUSSION:
I. THE PROTECTION OF GOD IS THE GREATEST FIRE

WALL OF PROTECTION AVAILABLE FOR OUR 
MARRIAGES. To illustrate, consider...
A.  Simeon and Levi made Jacob to STINK among the 

inhabitants; yet the “terror of God” protected Israel against 
any harm from retaliation (Gen. 34:30; 35:5).

B.  The blood was a token which led to being passed over, and 
thus protected from the final plague (Exodus 12:13).

C.  The pillar of a cloud and of fire was a continuous symbol of 
the protection of God over His people (Exodus 13:21).

D.  The king (when such came along in the promised land) was 
not to multiply horses so as to promote a spirit of indepen
dence and confidence in horsepower over dependence upon 
the protection of God (Deut. 17:16).

E.  We can take confidence in the fact that our God is greater 
than those who build and implement weapons against God’s 
people (Isa. 54:16-17).

F.  Daniel’s God was able to protect him in the lion’s den (Dan. 
6:22).

G.  Jesus had access to more than 12 legions of angels (Matt. 
26:53).

H.  The early church, when threatened, confidently prayed for 
boldness (Acts 4:29).

I.  Consider Mark 16:18 and Acts 28:5.
J .  Psalm 4:8
K.  Therefore, we OUGHT to have deep interest in the protec

tion for our marriages which comes from God Almighty!!
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II. UNDERSTANDING THE SIMPLE TEACHING OF THE
NEW TESTAMENT ON MARRIAGE, DIVORCE AND 
REMARRIAGE HAS TO BE THE FIRST ROW OF BRICKS 
IN THE FIREWALL WE WANT TO BUILD!
A.  We are BOUND to our companions so long as they live 

(Rom. 7:2).
B.  There exists a SINGLE exception which is fornication 

(Matt. 19:9).
C.  This leaves three groups of people who are eligible for 

marriage:
1. Someone who has never been married.
2.  Someone who has been scripturally married, but whose 

companion has died.
3. Someone whose companion committed fornication and 

who divorced that guilty person.
D.  We must REJECT all attempts to find ways around what 

the Bible teaches about divorce and remarriage!

III.  GOD’S FIREWALL IS ONLY AVAILABLE TO THOSE
COMMITTED TO FOLLOWING HIS WILL!

IV.  WHAT STEPS CAN BE TAKEN TO DEVELOP SUCH A
FIREWALL?
A.  I must make certain that I am marrying someone who is 

eligible to marry and if I have not taken such care (in this 
2nd most important decision of my life), and find myself 
living in adultery, I must have the spirituality to dissolve 
such a marriage (Matt. 19:12).

B.  We must honor the LEAVING, CLEAVING, and the ONE 
FLESH RELATIONSHIP of Genesis 2:24!

C.  We must PURPOSE IN THE HEART (Dan. 1:8) to do right 
regarding MDR.

D.  1 must “buy into” God’s plan for me as husband/wife (Eph. 
5:22-33).

E.  I must work diligently on the aspect of COMMUNICATION 
with my spouse.

F.  When separated from my spouse, I must be totally 
committed to the principle that I will do nothing in the 
absence of my companion that I would avoid in his/her 
presence.

G.  Stay away from pornography (Matt. 5:28)!
H.  Study carefully and apply without fail Paul’s counsel in 

I Cor. 7:1-5.
I.  Be careful of thoughts which are known to develop into 

actions (Phil. 4:8).
J .  Be aware that it is possible to develop a relationship at 

work or other places which fits the description of “emotional
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adultery”and which is extremely dangerous to the marriage 
relationship.
1.  He listens to me so much better than my husband.
2.  She is so much more understanding than my wife.

K.  Work on agreement in financial matters.
L.  1 am wise to recognize the POSSIBILITY that divorce might 

happen in my own marriage.
1.  Some “spiritual giants” are knocked for a loop because 

the thought was never entertained that it actually could 
happen to them.

2.  Acknowledging the POSSIBILITY advances the care, 
concern, and consideration of the need for a firewall of 
protection.

CONCLUSION:
1.  How vital it is to protect our marriages!
2.  When we neglect God’s firewall of protection against Divorce 

and Remarriage we leave with those who follow us a most 
NEGATIVE and harmful legacy!

3.  Ultimately, we can lose our souls over such negligence.
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