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 THE DOCTRINE  
OF GOD AND MISSION

PREVIEW

In the !rst chapter, we will explore how God’s nature"what 
he’s like deep down"leads to his outward work of salvation for 
sinners. #is, or rather he, is the starting point for the church’s 
sense of mission.

SHARING THE FATHER’S HEART
“What do you want for your birthday?” It is a question all chil-
dren love to answer. And one year, when my ( Justin’s) wife was 
young, her father asked it of her. She replied, eyes ge$ing large, 
“I want a Beach Boys record.”

Intrigued by why a ten-year-old girl in the early nineties 
would want an album from a band popular in the sixties, he in-
quired further, “Why do you want a Beach Boys album, dear?”

Without hesitation, and I am sure with a giggle of glee, she 
responded, “Because you like them, Daddy!”
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It was the love for her father that motivated her. She want-
ed to share in his interests because they were his interests! She 
loved him, so she loved the things he loved. She adored him, so 
she wanted to be like him.

I love that story. It reminds me of my freshman year at uni-
versity. I had just become a believer, and almost immediately I 
began to hear from my campus minister about God’s heart for 
the nations of the world. As I read verse a%er verse from Scrip-
ture that declared God’s love for men and women from every 
tribe, language, people, and nation, with a blend of divine faith 
and naivete, I simply said, “Father, if this is your heart, then I 
am going to make it my heart as well.”

I did not have a degree in missions. I had no passport. I did 
not personally know a missionary. I could not have told you 
the di&erence between Hinduism, Buddhism, or Islam. But at 
that moment, none of those things were necessary. Nothing 
moves us to embrace and engage God’s mission like knowing 
his heart. Even now, a%er studying and practicing mission for 
two decades, I !nd it is still God’s heart that makes mission 
worthwhile.

And that is the !rst thing I want you to know about this 
book. #ere are lots of great books about mission out there, 
even books that explore what Scripture says about mission. 
But above all, I want this book to reverberate with rejoicing in 
the love and goodness of God. If we miss this, we miss the best 
reason for mission.

What about you? Why are you here? Perhaps it was a ser-
mon, a stat, or a story that !rst stirred your desire to under-
stand and participate in God’s mission. Or maybe you are won-
dering why mission is important at all? “We know God loves 
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the world, but does that mean I need to as well?” Likely, many 
readers will have taken a mission trip either at home or abroad 
to serve and share Christ with men and women who are di&er-
ent from them. Perhaps this was exhilarating. Perhaps it was 
excruciating.

What we all share in common, no ma$er where we come 
from or where we’re going, is that we are here because we have 
experienced something of the love of God. It will be knowing 
and enjoying him that will cause us to both understand and 
embrace his heart for the lost, his heart for mission.

BEGINNING WITH GOD—FATHER, SON, AND 
HOLY SPIRIT
Everything begins with God. Mission is no exception. But 
which God are we talking about? #at may sound like a silly 
question, but we will see just how important it is when we con-
sider a false god. We want to make sure we’re beginning with 
the true God, the God of Jesus, the God who is a Father lov-
ing his Son in the Spirit. If we don’t begin with this God, we 
shouldn’t begin at all.

#is fundamental truth was at the heart of the debate be-
tween two church leaders named Athanasius and Arius who 
lived during the fourth century. Arius was a presbyter in the 
church at Alexandria who began teaching in error that Jesus 
was the !rst creature made by the Father. He posited that Jesus 
then went on to create everything else.

Why would Arius say that? What mistake had he made in 
his theological reasoning? Essentially, his mistake was starting 
with creation instead of Christ.
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Michael Reeves explains, “Arius had started with a phil-
osophical presupposition of what God must be like: God by 
nature was ‘ungenerated’ or uncaused; in fact, he held, ‘ungen-
erate’ served as about the most basic de!nition of God. It fol-
lows, then, that since the Son is bego$en or generated by the 
Father, he cannot truly be God.”1 Given this, it’s no surprise 
that Arius imagined God as a lone divine rule-giver who was 
waiting for humanity to simply obey his cosmic whim, with no 
plan for relationship between God and humanity.

But Athanasius, theological stalwart and on-again-o&-
again bishop of Alexandria, spo$ed Arius’ error. He said, “It 
is more pious and more accurate to signify [that is, to under-
stand] God from the Son and call Him Father, than to name 
Him from His works only and call Him Unoriginate.”2 Atha-
nasius is echoing the apostle John, who said, “No one has ever 
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has 
made him known” (1:18).

How then do we know what God is like? We must look at 
Jesus.'

Creation can’t tell us who God, in his essence, is. Yes, we 
can look at creation and know that God is powerful, but that 
doesn’t tell us who he is. #is means that creation also can’t tell 
us what his mission is.

Instead, we must start our inquiries with the Son. And 
when we do, we come to know that God is a community of 
eternal love: Father, Son, and Spirit. We don’t pray, “Our 

1  Michael Reeves, !eologians You Should Know: An Introduction: From the Apostolic 
Fathers to the 21st Century (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2016), 54.

2  Against the Arians 1.34. Translated by John Henry Newman and Archibald Robert-
son. From Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, 2nd Series, vol. 4. Edited by Philip Scha& 
and Henry Wace (Bu&alo, NY: Christian Literature Publishing Co., 1892).



 The Doctrine of God and Mission

9

Unoriginate.” We pray, “Our Father” (Ma$. 6:9). So, if we are 
to understand God’s mission, we must understand his Trinitar-
ian reality.

REFLECT

God has always been Father, Son, and Spirit in commun-
ion. What di&erence do you think this makes for our commun-
ion with him? For our sense of mission?

What would it be like if God weren’t this way?'What if he 
had been eternally alone before creation?

BEFORE THE WORLD EXISTED
We have said that Jesus reveals the Father (see John 1:18). He 
came so that we could know God, not just his law. Jesus’ per-
son, work, ministry, teaching, and very life is centred on reveal-
ing the Father"revealing God"to us. For our purposes, we 
want to ask, “How does Jesus reveal the nature of God from 
before creation?”

If we start with creation, like Arius, we will be tempted to 
think that the best description of God is that he is the creator 
or ruler of creation. But he was something before that; and he 
was doing something before that. For a moment, let us rewind 
into eternity past.

In John 1:1–2, we !nd out that before creation, the Son 
was with the Father. Already, we know that God is not a soli-
tary deity like Arius’ god or the god of Islam, Allah. No, at the 
very least, the God of the Bible is a Father and a Son in com-
munion. Also, we see that this is a God who, by his very nature, 
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speaks. He has a Word, or said more accurately, Christ, who is 
God, is the Word of God. It is in God’s very nature to commu-
nicate. He is relational before creation.

And now, this Son, the Word, has taken on (esh to dwell 
among us (v. 14) and reveal the Father (v. 18) to us. One of 
the very best places to go to see what God is like, particularly 
before creation, is John 17. In Jesus’ “High Priestly Prayer,” we 
see an intimate interaction between Father and Son. And we 
get a picture of their pre-creation community in some of Je-
sus’ words. In verse 5, he prays, “And now, Father, glorify me in 
your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the 
world existed.”3

Jesus, preparing to return to the presence of his Father, 
asks to receive glory. But this will not be the !rst time that Fa-
ther and Son are sharing glory in intimate fellowship. No, in-
deed, they shared it before the world existed. What was God 
like before he created? He was Father, Son, and Spirit sharing 
glory together"over(owing towards each other. 

Just a few verses later, Jesus prays, “Father, I want those you 
have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, 
the glory you have given me because you loved me before the 
creation of the world” (v. 24). Again, what was God doing before 
creation? #e Father was loving his Son. More precisely, Fa-
ther, Son, and Spirit, for eternity past, were loving one anoth-
er, delighting in one another, sharing and over(owing towards 
one another.

3  Scripture quotations are taken from the English Standard Version. Italicization de-
notes emphasis added by the authors.
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Leaving the book of John, let us look at just two more pas-
sages to !ll out our picture of what God was like, and what he 
was doing, before creation.

Ephesians 1:3–10

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heaven-
ly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 
he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his 
glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In 
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lav-
ished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in 
Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth.

What was God doing before the foundation of the world? 
Was he !guring out a way to create a race of minions who 
would exist to do his bidding?

What was he plo$ing for us? Nothing less than our very 
incorporation into the life of God. Before creation, “He chose 
us...that we should be holy and blameless before him” (v. 4).

What was his disposition towards us? “In love he predes-
tined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ” 
(vv. 4–5). He was not preparing a world for servants, but for 
sons! #e triune God was planning for his love"the love of 
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Father, Son, and Spirit"to be shared with those he created, 
now incorporated into this holy family.

What is the result of this fore-planning of God? Redemp-
tion through Jesus’ blood, the forgiveness of sin, all so that he 
might unite all things to Christ (vv. 7–10).'

Revelation 13:8

It will not surprise you to see John in Revelation communicating 
the same thought as Paul did in Ephesians 1. While John is not 
trying to unpack the mystery of salvation in Revelation 13, he 
writes something that is revealing for our study in verse 8. He says 
that names have been “wri$en before the foundation of the world 
in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.” If you explore 
everything John has to say about this book"John speaks of it six 
times in his writings"you will !nd that this is the list of those 
who were chosen for adoption, redemption, and forgiveness; 
they will not face judgment, but have been washed clean. #ese 
men and women have been saved by “the blood of the Lamb” 
(Rev. 7:14; 12:11).

Again, let us ask, “What was God doing before the foun-
dation of the world?” He was writing a book, the Lamb’s book 
of life. He was preparing to save sinners, even before creation.

AMAZING LOVE! HOW CAN IT BE?
All of this is simply incredible! And compared to the god of 
Arius, it is absolutely staggering. When we look at these few 
passages, we see a completely di&erent God. Arius’ god sought 
slavish workers who would simply try harder. He imagined 
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the Bible as a rule book to show us how to earn salvation. And 
so, he imagined that God’s mission was simply that humanity 
would become obedient automatons, distant but compliant"
that this would somehow please his distant, lonely god. But 
let’s summarise what we’ve discovered about the true God, the 
living God, the triune God.

What is God like? #e God of the Bible is Father, Son, 
and Spirit"a communion of divine love"who is self-giving, 
generous, and loving. #at means he is not, as is sometimes 
charged, lonely. Nor does he intend to “keep his distance” from 
humanity whom he has made, but rather he intends relation-
ship from the very beginning, for that is his nature. He is full of 
life and love, over(owing within himself and now over(owing 
into the world.

Why would this God create? Knowing what the true God 
is like alleviates any worries that he is a cosmic dictator who 
created men and women as meaningless slaves. Instead, we 
have every indication from the Bible that God created so that 
the love and fellowship that has always existed in the Trin-
ity might be shared more broadly! He created for familial 
reasons. #e Bible uses pictures of adoption and marriage 
to illustrate the relational closeness that God intends for re-
deemed humanity.

Why would he give us a book? To answer this question, we 
cannot do be$er than to quote Jesus in John 5:39–40. Address-
ing the Pharisees, he says, “You search the Scriptures because 
you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that 
bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you 
may have life.” What are the Scriptures for? To lead us to Jesus! 
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We read them so that we might know God, for knowing God is 
eternal life ( John 17:3).

What is God’s mission? Now we come to the point of our 
book. What is the good God a%er in the world? Maybe you can 
guess already from what we have said. In short, God’s mission 
in creation and redemption is to bring men and women into 
the fellowship that Father, Son, and Spirit have always shared.
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MISSION IN THE NEW 
TESTAMENT

REVIEW

In chapters 1 and 2 above, we saw that God is triune and is out-
goingly glorious. He is the one who drives our mission. Chap-
ters 3 and 4 examined the Old Testament depiction of God’s 
nature, how he pours out his blessing so that it might (ow out 
to all the nations of the earth.'

PREVIEW

We now arrive at the New Testament. By this time, the Mes-
siah has come. #e one who will reveal the Father’s heart to 
us, Jesus, is here. Wouldn’t we expect that God’s mission will 
accelerate as the promise of a global salvation starts to unfold? 
#at’s precisely what we see.

THE “WHERE” OF MISSION 
Early in Luke’s Gospel, we see how the blessing of God (the 
gospel) is meant to go from where it is to where it is not"
that is, from God to Abraham to all peoples (Gen. 12:1–3) and 
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from God to the psalmist to all nations (Ps. 67:1–2).'#is dy-
namic plays out again at the end of Luke 4.

A%er a successful night of ministry in Capernaum, Jesus 
leaves town early in the morning (v. 42). But people are look-
ing for him, hoping he will stay. #ey value what he is doing 
and want him to do more of it. Perhaps they wondered if he 
would set up a long-term ministry there.

But Jesus could not stay. It is not in his nature to keep the 
blessing for just a few. Instead, he proclaims, “I must preach the 
good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; 
for I was sent for this purpose” (v. 43). #is is his purpose: to 
spread the good news farther and farther, moving from where it 
has already been proclaimed to where people have never heard.'

#e same activity is carried on by the early church. Acts 
1:8 is o%en seen as a paradigm for churches to emulate in their 
mission endeavours, but in context it serves as an overview of 
the book of Acts. Here it is in full:'

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”'

From chapters 1 to 7 in Acts, the followers of Jesus are 
multiplying in the city of Jerusalem. Verse 1 of chapter 8 says, 
“And there arose on that day a great persecution against the 
church in Jerusalem, and they were all sca$ered throughout 
the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.” In chap-
ters 8–9, those who were sca$ered began to declare the good 
news throughout Judea and Samaria.
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Finally, in chapter 10, something amazing happens; the 
Holy Spirit falls on the Gentiles.'From that point in the story 
onwards, the gospel is moving into new places.

And these aren’t just any places. #ough several factors 
in(uenced where Paul’s missionary band travelled, expanding 
access to the gospel was central. Here’s how Paul puts it in Ro-
mans 15:19–20:

From Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I have ful-
!lled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; and thus I make it my 
ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been 
named, lest I build on someone else’s foundation.

Paul has “ful!lled the ministry of the gospel” from Israel to 
modern-day Albania, and he keeps going from there. For Jesus 
and the early church, mission was all about ge$ing the gospel 
to unreached places and peoples. What a beautiful re(ection of 
God’s outgoing love! 

THE “WHAT” OF MISSION 
When Paul and others went to new places, what were they try-
ing to accomplish? Let’s review a few passages:'

“I will make you as a light for the nations, 
''' 'that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

– Isaiah 49:6

“I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other 
towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.”

– Luke 4:43
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“#us it is wri$en, that the Christ should su&er and on the third 

day rise from the dead,'and that repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations.”

– Luke 24:47

 “You will be my witnesses.”

– Acts 1:8

“I [Paul] make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where 

Christ has already been named.”

– Romans 15:20

And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles 

by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In 

you shall all the nations be blessed.”

– Galatians 3:8'

What are we to conclude from these related passages? 
We see that whoever the witness is, whether Jesus, Paul, or 

someone else, that person is actively heralding the gospel. #e 
witness is doing this so that salvation (good news, forgiveness 
of sins) will come to those who hear, believe, and repent. #e 
Father earnestly desires to see sons and daughters swept into 
his loving family through the church’s bold, joyful witness to 
the gospel.

THE “HOW” OF MISSION 
We’ve considered “where” and “what,” but what about the 
“how”? How did the early church engage in mission?
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In short, they obeyed the Great Commission found in 
Ma$hew’s Gospel:'

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.” (28:18–20)'

#e command from Jesus is to “make disciples of all na-
tions.” #e “go” that begins verse 19 takes on the character of a 
command as well. Here, Jesus calls for global disciple-making.

In the !rst couple of decades of the twenty-!rst century, 
mission leaders have o%en debated whether the primary nature 
of Christian mission is to make disciples or to plant churches. 
But why divide what the Lord has joined together? #e early 
church made disciples by planting churches!

For instance, Paul’s approach to mission was to !rst !nd 
a public place where he could proclaim the good news. For 
Paul and Jesus, what came next was to “baptize them” (28:19). 
Who do we baptise? #ose who believe the gospel. So, wheth-
er it was a synagogue or a public market or the Areopagus of 
Athens, Paul would preach Christ before anything else.

O%en there would be some people with questions, and 
so Paul would continue explaining and reasoning with those 
who had not yet believed but were still willing to listen. At the 
same time, some did believe the gospel right away. Paul would 
baptise these new believers and take them deeper in their un-
derstanding and practice of the faith. #at’s discipleship. Just 
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as Jesus had the Twelve and the Seventy and spent time with 
them"teaching, equipping, and sending them out"Paul 
would disciple the new believers in each community.

For Paul, discipleship wasn’t necessarily accomplished 
one-on-one in the way people sometimes exclusively use this 
word today. Instead, discipleship was meant to be done in 
community. In fact, nowhere in the New Testament do we see 
anyone only pouring into individuals. No, new believers are 
gathered together as the new community of God’s called-out 
people, the church. What do we call it when this happens? 
Church planting!

#e pa$ern we see in Christ, and that of the early church 
(though rephrased in our modern language), is evangelism lead-
ing to discipleship leading to church planting"which itself leads 
to more evangelism. When Paul says in Romans 15:19 that he 
had “ful!lled the ministry of the gospel of Christ” from Jeru-
salem around to Illyricum, it doesn’t mean that everyone who 
heard him believed in Jesus or that everyone in those regions 
only heard the gospel once. No, churches had been planted and 
were then expected to press the gospel out into all the nooks and 
crannies of their part of the world. Just so, the ministry of Paul, 
and many others, established churches in key cities between Je-
rusalem and Illyricum. Once these kingdom outposts were es-
tablished, they were commissioned to spread the gospel. #at’s 
when Paul would move on to new unreached communities.

THE “WHEN” OF MISSION 
What about timing"when does mission happen? Let’s look 
again at the Great Commission. Jesus ends that wonderful pas-
sage by saying, “And behold, I am with you always, to the end 
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of the age.” Jesus taught that disciple-making occurs until “the 
end of the age”"in other words, between the two comings of 
Jesus. #ere will be no mission, other than simply enjoying 
God forever, once Jesus returns.

To be more speci!c, we might say that the kingdom has 
come, but not in its fullness. In Jesus’ !rst coming, the king-
dom is inaugurated! We see this when Christ casts out demons 
and heals the sick. #e coming reality is breaking through. But 
at his second coming, Jesus will bring the fullness of the king-
dom. Today we still get sick and die, and Satan still a$acks us. 
But when Christ comes again, the fullness of the reign of God 
will be established.

Until then, we live in the overlap of the ages. #is present 
evil age continues, but the age to come is overcoming it. #is is 
called “inaugurated eschatology.”

WORDS TO KNOW

“Inaugurated eschatology” simply means that the eschaton"
the end of this age"has not yet come fully, but it has been 
inaugurated"that is, begun. #is overlap between the what 
is and what will be is o%en called the “already” and “not yet” 
nature of the kingdom of God.

And so, the mission must go on for the sake of the end. 
What do I mean by that? Well, remember, God has promised 
Abraham that all nations on earth will be blessed through his 
o&spring. Not some, not most, but all nations. We know that 
God keeps his promises. So it is reasonable to expect that the 
church’s mission"God’s mission"is to all the nations.'
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In Ma$hew 24, a%er Jesus predicts the destruction of the 
temple, the disciples ask, “When will these things be, and what 
will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” (v. 
3). Much of Jesus’ answer to these questions deals with the de-
struction of the temple in Jerusalem, which would occur in AD 
70. But Jesus also provides insight on his coming and the end 
of the age.

In verse 14, Jesus says, “And this gospel of the kingdom 
will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimo-
ny to all nations, and then the end will come.” In light of what 
we have seen, of course the gospel must be proclaimed to all 
nations! How else are we to disciple all nations? How else is 
Yahweh to bless all nations?

Notice how Paul picks up this idea when he says in Ro-
mans 11:25–26, “I do not want you to be unaware of this mys-
tery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until 
the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all 
Israel will be saved.” Whether you read that !nal promise as re-
ferring to ethnic Israel or to the church (which includes believ-
ing Jews and engra%ed Gentiles), the reality remains that the 
fullness of the Gentiles (the Greek word here is ethnos, which 
is also used in Ma$hew 24:14) must be brought into Christ’s 
people before the end.

Peter also makes the connection between the mission of 
God and the second coming of Christ in 2 Peter 3:3–12. In 
verses 3–4, Peter reminds his readers, “Sco&ers will come in 
the last days with sco)ng...#ey will say, ‘Where is the promise 
of his coming?’”'

#en he begins to answer that question in verse 8:'
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But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one 
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. #e 
Lord is not slow to ful!ll his promise as some count slowness, but 
is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that 
all should reach repentance.

#ere is a period of time between the comings of Christ that 
exists in order that the gospel will get to people and places that 
need it, so that they can respond. Notice how Peter ends this pas-
sage, in verses 10–12:'“But the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar...what sort 
of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, wait-
ing for and hastening the coming of the day of God!”

#e end will come. #at is certain. What is interesting is 
Peter’s question in verse 12. He suggests that there is a right 
way to live as we not only wait for the coming of the day of 
God, but as we hasten the coming of the day of God. #is age 
in which we live is a beautiful expression of the heart of God. 
It is a purposefully prolonged waiting period. #e Lord desires 
that none should perish, but that all should reach repentance 
(v. 9), so he waits. What sort of lives should we live to hasten 
that coming? Lives on mission, brothers and sisters.

THE “END” OF MISSION 
How does the story, the mission, end? Let us look at the glory 
that awaits us in Revelation 7. #e throne of God is surrounded 
by angels, elders, and living creatures, all of which seem to be 
awe-inspiring enough to make mortal men fall down as if dead. 
And they are worshipping the Lamb that was slain, Jesus, the Son 
of the Living God, King of kings and Lord of lords! Hallelujah.
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Joining the scene are a swell of others worshipping jubilant-
ly around the throne. Who are they? #ey are the redeemed! 
Verses 9–10 say, “A%er this I looked, and behold, a great mul-
titude that no one could number, from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branch-
es in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation 
belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’”

Can you imagine?! Myriads of men and women from every 
nation “crying out with a loud voice”? All languages in a single 
voice! #ey will all be there together before the throne, sing-
ing, “Salvation belongs to our God...and to the Lamb!” #at is 
the end of mission. #at is our goal. #at is what the outgoing, 
glorious love of God desires to accomplish on our planet.

DIGGING DEEPER

• What was Paul’s mission strategy? How can you follow 
his example in your context?

• What is the purpose of the Lord waiting to fully estab-
lish the kingdom of God? What part do we play in bring-
ing about the kingdom?

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, ignite a "re in our hearts for the advancement 
of your kingdom! May our hearts be full of love for you and your 
lost sheep. Advance the growth of your kingdom among every tribe, 
tongue, and nation. Amen.


