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THE WITNESS
HERDES: PETER

Week #1: The Call - Peter leaves everything in obedience to Jesus
Week #2: The Experience - Peter sees the supernatural power of
Jesus

Week #3: The Revelation - Peter confesses Jesus as Christ

Week #4: The Breaking - Peter fails and denies knowing Jesus.
Week #5: The Restoration - Peter is restored and recommissioned

Ideal #1

Christ’s

Acts 3:1 Peter and John went to the Temple one afternoon to
take part in the three o'clock prayer service. 2 As they
approached the Temple, a man lame from birth was being
carried in. Each day he was put beside the Temple gate, the one
called the Beautiful Gate, so he could beg from the people going
into the Temple. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter,
he asked them for some money. 4 Peter and John looked at him
intently, and Peter said, “Look at us!”5 The lame man looked at
them eagerly, expecting some money. 6 But Peter said, “l don't
have any silver or gold for you. But I'll give you what | have. In the
name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, get up and walk!” 7 Then
Peter took the lame man by the right hand and helped him up.
And as he did, the man’s feet and ankles were instantly healed
and strengthened. 8 He jumped up, stood on his feet, and began
to walk! Then, walking, leaping, and praising God, he went into
the Temple with them. 9 All the people saw him walking and
heard him praising God. 10 When they realized he was the lame
beggar they had seen so often at the Beautiful Gate, they were
absolutely astounded! 11 They all rushed out in amazement to

Solomon’s Colonnade, where the man was holding tightly to
Peter and John. 12 Peter saw his opportunity and addressed the
crowd. “People of Israel,” he said, “what is so surprising about
this? And why stare at us as though we had made this man walk
by our own power or godliness? 13 For it is the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob—the God of all our ancestors—who has
brought glory to his servant Jesus by doing this. This is the same
Jesus whom you handed over and rejected before Pilate, despite
Pilate’s decision to release him. 14 You rejected this holy,
righteous one and instead demanded the release of a murderer.
15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the
dead. And we are witnesses of this fact! 16 “Through faith in the
name of Jesus, this man was healed—and you know how
crippled he was before. Faith in Jesus’name has healed him
before your very eyes. (NLT)
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Ideal #2

Christ’s

Acts 3:17 “Friends, | realize that what you and your leaders did to
Jesus was done in ignorance. 18 But God was fulfilling what all
the prophets had foretold about the Messiah—that he must
suffer these things. 19 Now repent of your sins and turn to God,
so that your sins may be wiped away. 20 Then times of
refreshment will come from the presence of the Lord, and he will
again send you Jesus, your appointed Messiah. 21 For he must
remain in heaven until the time for the final restoration of all
things, as God promised long ago through his holy prophets.

22 Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet
like me from among your own people. Listen carefully to
everything he tells you! 23 Then Moses said, ‘Anyone who will
not listen to that Prophet will be completely cut off from God’s
people! 24 “Starting with Samuel, every prophet spoke about
what is happening today. 25 You are the children of those
prophets, and you are included in the covenant God promised to
your ancestors. For God said to Abraham, ‘Through your
descendants all the families on earth will be blessed. 26 When
God raised up his servant, Jesus, he sent him first to you people
of Israel, to bless you by turning each of you back from your
sinful ways." (NLT)

Acts 4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,
“Rulers and elders of our people, 9 are we being questioned
today because we've done a good deed for a crippled man? Do
you want to know how he was healed? 10 Let me clearly state to
all of you and to all the people of Israel that he was healed by the
powerful name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the man you
crucified but whom God raised from the dead. 11 For Jesus is the
one referred to in the Scriptures, where it says, ‘The stone that
you builders rejected has now become the cornerstone! 12 There
is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under
heaven by which we must be saved.” 13 The members of the
council were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter and

John, for they could see that they were ordinary men with no
special training in the Scriptures. They also recognized them as
men who had been with Jesus. (NLT)
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Ideal #3

Under

Acts 4:13 The members of the council were amazed when they
saw the boldness of Peter and John, for they could see that they
were ordinary men with no special training in the Scriptures.
They also recognized them as men who had been with Jesus.

14 But since they could see the man who had been healed
standing right there among them, there was nothing the council
could say. 15 So they ordered Peter and John out of the council
chamber and conferred among themselves. 16 “What should we
do with these men?”they asked each other.“We can’t deny that
they have performed a miraculous sign, and everybody in
Jerusalem knows about it. 17 But to keep them from spreading



their propaganda any further, we must warn them not to speak
to anyone in Jesus’name again.” 18 So they called the apostles
back in and commanded them never again to speak or teach in
the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, “Do you think
God wants us to obey you rather than him? 20 We cannot stop
telling about everything we have seen and heard.” 21 The council
then threatened them further, but they finally let them go
because they didn’t know how to punish them without starting a
riot. For everyone was praising God 22 for this miraculous sign—
the healing of a man who had been lame for more than forty
years. 23 As soon as they were freed, Peter and John returned to
the other believers and told them what the leading priests and
elders had said. 24 When they heard the report, all the believers
lifted their voices together in prayer to God: “O Sovereign Lord,
Creator of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them—
25 you spoke long ago by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor
David, your servant, saying, ‘Why were the nations so angry? Why
did they waste their time with futile plans? 26 The kings of the
earth prepared for battle; the rulers gathered together against
the Lord and against his Messiah! 27 “In fact, this has happened
here in this very city! For Herod Antipas, Pontius Pilate the
governor, the Gentiles, and the people of Israel were all united
against Jesus, your holy servant, whom you anointed. 28 But
everything they did was determined beforehand according to
your will. 29 And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us,
your servants, great boldness in preaching your word. 30 Stretch
out your hand with healing power; may miraculous signs and
wonders be done through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”
31 After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit. Then they preached the word of God
with boldness. (NLT)

Acts 5:17 The high priest and his officials, who were Sadducees,
were filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put
them in the public jail. 19 But an angel of the Lord came at night,
opened the gates of the jail, and brought them out. Then he told
them, 20 “Go to the Temple and give the people this message of
lifel” 21 So at daybreak the apostles entered the Temple, as they

were told, and immediately began teaching. When the high
priest and his officials arrived, they convened the high council—
the full assembly of the elders of Israel. Then they sent for the
apostles to be brought from the jail for trial. 22 But when the
Temple guards went to the jail, the men were gone. So they
returned to the council and reported, 23 “The jail was securely
locked, with the guards standing outside, but when we opened
the gates, no one was there!” 24 When the captain of the Temple
guard and the leading priests heard this, they were perplexed,
wondering where it would all end. 25 Then someone arrived
with startling news: “The men you put in jail are standing in the
Temple, teaching the people!” 26 The captain went with his
Temple guards and arrested the apostles, but without violence,
for they were afraid the people would stone them. 27 Then they
brought the apostles before the high council, where the high
priest confronted them. 28 “We gave you strict orders never
again to teach in this man’s name!” he said. “Instead, you have
filled all Jerusalem with your teaching about him, and you want
to make us responsible for his death!” 29 But Peter and the
apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than any human
authority. 30 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the
dead after you killed him by hanging him on a cross. 31 Then
God put him in the place of honor at his right hand as Prince and
Savior. He did this so the people of Israel would repent of their
sins and be forgiven. 32 We are witnesses of these things and so
is the Holy Spirit, who is given by God to those who obey him.”
(NLT)
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A WITNESS REMAINS

Ideal #4

Christ to All

Acts 10:34 Then Peter replied, “I see very clearly that God shows
no favoritism. 35 In every nation he accepts those who fear him
and do what is right. 36 This is the message of Good News for
the people of Israel—that there is peace with God through Jesus
Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what happened
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee, after John began
preaching his message of baptism. 38 And you know that God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power.
Then Jesus went around doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 “And we
apostles are witnesses of all he did throughout Judea and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a cross,

40 but God raised him to life on the third day. Then God allowed
him to appear, 41 not to the general public, but to us whom God
had chosen in advance to be his witnesses. We were those who
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he
ordered us to preach everywhere and to testify that Jesus is the
one appointed by God to be the judge of all—the living and the
dead. 43 He is the one all the prophets testified about, saying
that everyone who believes in him will have their sins forgiven
through his name.” (NLT)
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