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or via our weekly email newsletter, eHighlights.
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WELCOME to the
Peoria First TEAM

Andrew Sanchez
Director of Traditional Music and Worship

Andrew will join the Peoria First team this fall. More information 
will be shared closer to his arrival.

Rosy Rios
Child Care Coordinator

Rosy has been an active participant in the life of Peoria First since 
December 2013. As a member of the worship band, Rosy can be 
heard singing God?s praises in the Renew worship band. She is very 
involved in our Latino ministry supporting and leading the women?s 
group Entre Amigas. Rosy is also a part of the Peoria First mission 
ministry. During the past nine years she has been supporting her 
husband, Pastor Miguel, with countless church activities such as 
youth camps, Vacation Bible School, married couples? retreats and 
much more.
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We are called to love like Jesus.

It has been a year since I joined the staff here at Peoria First as the Director of Congregational Care, and I 
can without a doubt tell you - the people at this church are warm, welcoming, and caring. I see it in the 
smiles, the fist bumps, and the prayer requests. I experience it in the music, in the messages, and in the 
serving of others.

As much joy as I have experienced, I have also heard the longing for the days of the past when the pews 
held more people and programs were at full strength. Let?s be honest, we have all experienced changes in 
the past 2 ½ years, most of which have been out of our control. Things are different. Things have changed. 
But do you know what has not changed? The word of God has not changed. John 15:12 still reads: ?Love 
each other as I have loved you.? No matter the circumstances or the changes, we are called to love like 
Jesus.

How can you help navigate through these changing times and continue to create an atmosphere of love 
and care here at Peoria First? Here are a few ideas:

Pray- Praying can be done any time of the day, from anywhere, and requires no special tools. Pray for the 
person you sit next to in worship (even if you have never met!) Pray for the staff, volunteers, members, and 
those who have never set foot inside but are looking for a place to worship.

Join- Join an established care ministry like Caring Hearts or Stephen Ministry. Work as part of a team to 
bring care to members of the congregation.

Volunteer- Volunteer to write notes, provide a meal or drive a member to an appointment. These small 
gestures can bring miles of care to someone in need.

A physician once said, ?The best medicine for humans is love.? When asked, ?What if it doesn?t work?? The 
physician simply smiled and said, ?Increase the dose!?

It is a command from the Bible, so let?s love like Jesus in giant doses here at Peoria First.

to Love Like Jesus
We are Called

by Kirsten Tharp
Director of Congregational Care



PASTOR TIM OZMENT
Directing  Pastor of Peoria First 

United Methodist Church 

Priorit ies 
of
Jesus

For several weeks this fall we will be looking at 
Seven Priorities of Jesus. A few of these 
priorities are: connecting with God, connecting 
with the outcast, and healing the broken. These 
are important pieces of why Jesus came to 
earth. His example reveals his heart for 
knowing God and doing God?s will.

As a congregation we want to follow the 
example of Jesus. Reaching the lost and the 
broken with the good news of Jesus is vital to 
the life of the church. We want to know God 
more fully and we want to serve God wherever 
God calls us.

Study, contemplation, prayer, and meditation 
have their important place in the Christian life. 
But we are called to not only know Jesus in our 
head and heart, but we are also called to serve 
Jesus with our actions as well.

It is our hope and prayer to have every member 
and regular attender of Peoria First in ministry 
somewhere. God has called us to serve, not 
just to be served. A few years ago, I heard this 
illustration, and it has stuck with me. When we 
come to church, we often come with a spoon 
and bowl in our hand. We expect to receive and 
be fed from God?s table. However, it is not long 
before God politely takes the spoon from our 
hand and in turn gives us a ladle. With a spoon 
we feed ourselves. With a ladle we begin to 
serve and feed others. Both spoons and ladles 
are important. We need to eat. We need to be 
fed. We need to be nourished. But others are 
waiting in line for someone to take the ladle and 
help feed them.

At the end of August, we will host a ministry fair 
in the gathering space. Most of the missions 
and ministries of the church will have a table 
where you can find information about what we 
are offering at Peoria First. You will have an 
opportunity to sign up and serve. Prayerfully 
consider what God may be asking of you. If you 
are uncertain, put your name somewhere and 
see where God might just lead you. If you find 
out that this ladle doesn?t fit your hand very 
well, then try another. Somewhere, there is a 
place for you to serve.



The billboard message reads: TOGETHER 
WE CAN ACCOMPLISH GREAT THINGS.This 
message reflects the goal of Friendship 
House, 800 NE Madison, Peoria, 61603. 
Marcellus Sommerville, a former Bradley 
University athlete and retired professional 
basketball player, has returned to Peoria ?to 
give something back to the community.? As 
CEO of Peoria Friendship House, his work has 
already made a difference in the lives of near 
north side families.

One of Marcellus? first impressions was that 
the Friendship House building needed lots of 
TLC. Also, programming had to be examined 
for ?return on investment.? What services 
would best impact lives by modeling Christian 
love to children who often came from troubled 
homes, perhaps lacking basic necessities? 
Difficult decisions were reached based upon 
data that stretched limited funds, while 
engaging the neighborhood?s interests and 
needs.

Today, the interior of the facility is full of bright 
colors, a caring mission driven staff, and lots of 
active children. As the Peoria First mission 
team toured the building, we watched children 
engaged in after school activities ranging from 
basketball to computer learning. The 
classrooms were divided into small, 
age-appropriate groups. One teacher was 
preparing for an upcoming science lesson that 
included dissection of small sea creatures. The 
kids couldn?t wait!

After school programs enable children to learn 
in a safe, supervised environment. Ongoing 
training encourages moms and dads to 
become better parents for their kids. (Every 
parent wants the best for their child, no matter 
what race, ethnicity, age, or income level of 
each family.) So, what?s next for this social 
service organization that is in our 
neighborhood?

Friendship House Wish List

- Upgrade/replacement of 25 computers 
(ten are currently operational).

- Purchase and installation of career 
trades software.

- Support of STEAMS Academy that 
teaches Service as well as Math, 
Technology, Science and Arts.

- School supplies and food for families in 
need.

- Volunteers who see Christian service as 
an extension of their faith.

- Financial support so that more families 
can be served.

- Prayers for those enrolled, committed 
staff, and volunteers.

by Joan Krupa
Peoria First Mission Team

Transformation at 
Friendship House



Special thank you to those 
who made 6Ways2Praise Arts 
and Puppet Camps a great 
success!

To all the parents who gave their 
children this opportunity to 
participate in camp.

Camp Instructors:

Culinary Art: Ryne Koeppel, 
Pekin Community High School, 
Peoria First

Music: Kelly Moyer, East Peoria 
District 86, St. Mark?s Lutheran 
Church

Photography: Jackie Surratt, 
Jacklyn Bryd Photography, 
Peoria First

Black Lights: Teres Brawner, 
Sterling Middle School, Works 
with Deaf and Hard of Hearing, 
Peoria First

Dance: Kinsey Ganson, 
Metamora High Township, 
Cornerstone Academy Dance 
Instructor, Peoria First

Dance Assistant: Christy 
Ganson, Germantown Hills 
Middle, Peoria First

Puppet: Rhonda Rutledge, 
Township Accessor, Peoria First

Shepherds: Nidia Arevalo, 
Christiana Beard, Sandy Carver, 
Kathleen Hillard, Sandy Mitchell, 
Diane Thompson, Rosy Rios & 
Elizabeth Zuehls

Administrative: Sue Koeppel

Accompanist: Timothy & Thomas 
Liu

General: Nyamedze Maison & 
Roland Koeppel

AV: Christina Koeppel, Miguel 
Rios & Diego Zamora

Photographer: Jim Bateman & 
Janet Kosier

Check-In: Debbie Helmick

Childcare: Gabby Koeppel & 
Nyameye Maison

Devotions: Lilly Garcia, Miguel 
Rios & Amy Zuehls

Drivers: Christina Koeppel & 
Donna Totton

Games: Christina Koeppel & 
Rosy Rios

Kitchen Assistant: Mara Koeppel

Lunch Chefs: Nancy & Larry 
Krigbaum

Lunch Assistants: Peggy 
Cranford, Carrie Inman, Jeanette 
Kosier & Carolyn Prusak

Thank you to the wonderful 
church staff for the help and 

support of the camp.

Thanks to the congregation for all 
the prayers.

This camp is made possible by 
the generous support of the First 

United Methodist Church 
Foundation through the Foster 

Endowment.

Save t he Dat e::: 
2023 6W2P 

June 26-29, 2023

Inquire with Eugene Maison 
about  volunteer opportunities  

in the Fine Arts ministry. 
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A Youth Perspective?

?Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your power to act.? Proverbs 3:27

Helping others will forever be something that we should never shy from, no matter who you are, or 
where you stand. Cobden 2022 was the first mission trip I was ever involved in and one that helped 
me see that this is something I would love to keep being involved in. This mission trip was a family trip 
with people of all ages who came together with one goal in mind: helping others.

One week of projects, organization, fun, and not so fun trips to Lowe?s, connections with littles and 
others, fellowship among the group and with members of Jesus Es El Señor. The week of June 5th 
was a week of blessings for everyone involved. This trip also taught me a lot. It helped me understand 
myself better, connect with people who I had never met or talked to, it showed me kindness and 
patience, and it taught me to pray no matter the outcome of a situation.

While we had our fun, we also had our setbacks, nevertheless God provided and showed us that He 
was with us. Helping our brothers and sisters is something God has told us to do and as Christians it 
is something we should never shy away from. No matter where you stand in your walk with Christ, I 
can assure you that if you ever want to show kindness to anyone, it will be something you will never 
regret, no matter what.

by Fatima Salinas

Foote Family Reflections

Jesus es el Señor (JEES UMC) in Cobden, IL is a 
special place with a special history. This family 
mission trip was intended to live into that reality. 
Our family agreed to participate with some anxiety 
about how we would all fit into the plan. None of 
us are particularly gifted in terms of the skills 
necessary to replace siding or pour concrete. It 
turns out that our anxiety was misplaced. The 
team possessed an impressive array of skills and 
the generous spirit to share those skills. Although 
some of us might have been more focused on the 
playful aspect of fellowship (Frankie), it was 
astonishing to see help flow to the neediest project 
when things didn?t quite go to plan. More 

importantly, we were almost constantly in 
fellowship with an inspiring collection of disciples 
who demonstrated so much of God?s love, grace, 
and power. We were able to eat and visit with the 
beautiful JEES congregation on one evening and 
visit the awesome Bald Knob Cross of Peace on 
another. We might have worked very hard with our 
?helping hands,? but we came away more full of 
God?s favor than ever before. The examples of 
worship and ?God sightings? are too many to 
share here, but we saw God in the team and all 
we are able to accomplish for God?s glory.

by Nathaniel Foote

Jesus Es El Señor  
Unit ed Met hodist  Church. Cobden, IL
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The Power  of  St or y t elling in 
Mission Wor k
by Mike and Amy Loker

Jesus Es El Señor  
Unit ed Met hodist  Church. Cobden, IL

Working here in Southeast Asia with a 
people group of eight million highly 
religious Muslims, we must look for 
creative ways to get the Good News to 
them in a way they can understand. Over 
the last three years, we have been 
planning to translate and record Bible 
stories in their language. As Covid 
restrictions lifted, we got to do it! For a 
month, Mike was in a different city with a 
team of story crafters from the US, a team 
of local English speakers to translate for 
the team, and about 18-20 native 
speakers.

Every day they worked tirelessly to craft, 
perfect, and record stories from the Bible. 
As they finished in mid-June, they had 45 
Bible stories from Genesis to Revelation! 
Even better than that, we had eight new 
church planters trained, and five of the 
Muslim participants had started to believe 
in Jesus as the Savior of the world through 
these stories. We now just have to work 
on distributing these stories and let the 
Spirit of God work through the Word of 
God as He always does.

Abundant  Suppor t  for  Ukraine
by Diane Pflederer

In March 2022, the Mission Team of Peoria First became aware of the serious 
need for support for Ukrainian refugees. The Team held a zoom prayer meeting 
with its missionaries and learned about the rescue efforts that two organizations in 
Eastern Europe, Josiah Venture and International Messengers, were providing for 
refugees. Four missionaries  that are supported by Peoria First are playing 
important roles in those support efforts. Mark Krupa, Pavel Schwarz, and Honza 
Kuklinek, Josiah Venture missionaries, work with hubs in Ukraine where supplies 
are distributed, people are served, and refugees are channeled to safer locations. 
In his mission work with International Messengers, Bevan Stein makes trips into 
Ukraine with loads of food, medical supplies, and other essential items.

The necessity for financial support of the organizations that are helping Ukrainian 
refugees was shared with the congregation. Church members were encouraged to 
pray and give. The church responded in an incredible way. From March to May, 
$20,500 in individual gifts was given, the Mission Team provided $9,500 from the 
Global Impact Celebration fund, and the Foundation gave $50,000 for a grand total 
$80,000 in support. The funds were distributed in the following manner: the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief was given $10,500. Josiah Venture was given 
$51,000. The International Messenger organization was given $18,500.

Praise God for the amazing generosity of Peoria First!

in  MISSION



"These people are out to destroy the world, and now they've shown up on our 
doorstep, attacking everything we hold dear! ...these traitors and turncoats who say 

Jesus is king and Caesar is nothing!"  Acts 17:5-7b The Message

History?s Middle Age era was NOT fun. It was cruel, brutal, and power 
driven. Many people were tortured in the name of religion, instead of 
encountering the Gospel?s sweet saving grace and a loving community of 
disciples.

Today amidst violent and uncertain times, the light of Christ shines for the 
very first time in some of our community children as they are received with 
love and ministered by our very own 4 Our King Worship Team.

It was Monday morning on July 19 when amazed squire recruits entered the 
doors of Peoria First Church/castle. ?WOW look at the two knights,? (which I 
dubbed ?angels?) said a little boy as he walked up the steps. Passing by 
flying dragons, lava obstacles, and more, the squires met our ?4 Our King 
Worship Team? at the stage leading us in songs. They were then 
mesmerized with Bible lessons. A little girl?s face was transformed as she 
found out God loves her! Another uttered, as she stepped out of the armory 
with a mini-Bible key chain, ?My Barbie now has a Bible too.?

Powerful prayers filled the Knight?s Tower, and a third grader whose favorite 
passage had been Ephesians 6, proudly walked out of the craft room 

wearing his armor. He knows God has his back!

The Holy Spirit showed up and our squires encountered Jesus thru the 
Word, prayer, testimony, crafts, and lots of love. They now stand up for truth!

Countless prayer hours, sword & shield cutting, craft prepping, picture 
taking, printing, planning, decorating, recruiting, tons of paperwork, tidying 
up, were achieved by an army of men, women and youth who answered the 
call to accompany our squires in their journey of truth. Each snack and 
game reflected God?s kingdom in an atmosphere of joy and harmony. Each 
day  points were earned for Mission Honduras by reciting scripture, 
participation, and daily contests (juggling, dress up, making cheers, creating 
& wearing their very own helmet of salvation).

On Monday and Tuesday our Mission Quest Crews (5th & 6th graders) 
learned about our Honduras Missions, sorted Band-Aids, and made more 
than 100 health care bags for the children in Honduras. On Wednesday they 
went to pray and chalk the sidewalks/entrance to a local school, with 
messages from God?s own heart. Other teens and adults joined in to fill 
more than 60 backpacks. On our last day sack lunches were prepared and 
LOTS of grocery bags for our Loaves & Fish Ministry were filled - and the 
girls? tiaras didn?t fall off. A girl from the mission crew was inspired to make 
bracelets to raise funds for the children in Honduras.

Our volunteers enjoyed healthy snacks, during their very well-deserved 
breaks.

Despite a time conflict (early school opening), an average of 40 squires 
completed their training and were knighted and blessed by Pastor Tim! Our 
amazing team received a sweet treat from the children. I praise the Lord for 
the opportunity so serve along such a wonderful team. May the Holy Spirit 
continue to grow this fresh army of ?turncoats? to transform our world. "All 
Glory to King Jesus"

Kingdom Chronicles
VBS 2022 by Lilly Garcia

Director of Children and Family Ministry
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F aith.A ction.Sisterhood
The name United Methodist Women was adopted in 1972, signaling a change not only in the life of 
the church but in the lives of women and how they could organize for mission.

Beginning this year, United Methodist Women will be called United Methodist Women in Faith. The 
new name is part of a refreshment of the organization that includes a new look, new feel and new 
and improved programs designed to better nurture current members and welcome new women into 
the sisterhood to put their love in action too.

Adopting the name United Women in Faith and introducing new and improved programs 
acknowledges the great changes that have occurred in the lives of US women over the past four 
decades, and in the ways, they are engaging in faith. The legal name will remain United Methodist 
Women while operating as United Methodist Women in Faith.

It will continue to be the official women?s organization of the United Methodist Church. An 
organization training women for leadership, growing spiritually, transforming 
through education, and providing opportunities for service and advocacy. The 
organization will remain women in mission who follow God?s call for our time.

Excerpts taken from We Are United Women in Faith! by Yvette Moore in 
Response Magazine

- Search the online catalog for your favorite authors, topics, Christian fiction, studies, and more. Find 
the search engine in eHighlights and on peoria1.com.

- Click on a DVD study from the search engine and it will let you know what materials are included in 
the study and the number and duration of sessions.

- Notification of new materials and items of interest are in eHighlights.
- The library has some of the latest Christian movies. (The library can use more if you have them to 

donate.)
- The librarian will check out materials for you and have them ready for pick up in the library or at the 

church office. Send an email to library@fumcpeoria.org or click on the email button in eHighlights.
- The library may have extra study books for your study group. The online catalog will inform you of 

any extra books.
- It is not necessary to be a church member to check out materials as long as the library has your 

contact information.
- There is a 25-cent sale for each item on the ?Sale Books? kiosk this summer.
- The library will accept donations of Christian books, movies, studies, and music CDs if they are not 

more than 15 years old.

Take time to visit the great resource that is the Peoria First library. It?s a great place to hang out on 
Sunday mornings. 

D id you know T H IS about the 

Peoria First L ibrary?



PASTOR ADRIAN GARCIA
is the Pastor of Latino & Outreach Ministries at 
First United Methodist Church - Peoria

The C hurch and the G ifts of the H oly Spiri t
According to the book of Acts, the 120 disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages. Glorifying God with the languages, those who 
heard, heard them speak in their own language of the wonders of God. It was then that 
the apostle Peter got up and preached to the crowd and 3,000 people received Jesus 
as their Savior.

In contrast, Philip was led by the Spirit and taken to the road to Damascus where a high 
Ethiopian official was who had come to Jerusalem to worship. While reading the scroll 
of Isaiah, Philip asked him, do you understand what you read? The testimony ends with 
the conversion and baptism of this man.

It was Philip himself who went to Samaria and preached Christ to them and performed 
signs among them. A great number received the word of God. The apostles themselves 
had to send Peter and John to confirm what was happening.

Although the gift of tongues was one of the signs of those who were filled with the Holy 
Spirit, it was not the only sign. Wherever the disciples went, they preached about Christ 
whether it was to a single person or a crowd, they were converted to the living Christ.

There are spiritual gifts that are shown to be more supernatural, such as the gift of 
tongues, interpretation of tongues, the gift of miracles, healing, or even the gift of faith. 
But the reality is all supernatural, both serving and leading gifts, the one who teaches, 
like the one who prophecies, each one is important in the body of Christ. Gifts are given 
by the Holy Spirit to reach the world and to build up the church.

In 1 Corinthians chapter 12 3 No one can say, ?Jesus is Lord,? except by the Holy Spirit. 
4 There are different spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives them.     5 There are 
different ways of serving, and yet the same Lord is served.6 There are different types of 
work to do, but the same God produces every gift in every person.7 The evidence of the 
Spirit?s presence is given to each person for the common good of everyone.

Paul exhorts that if anyone wants a gift to ask for it. He also says in 1 Corinthians 14:1, 
?Pursue love and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.? Prophecy 
is the revelation of God manifested with the word. Prophesying is giving God's 
message to direct a person or people to God's will and reveals the future to us so that 
we may see it with hope. The prophecy also calls for repentance from sin and to come 
back to God.

The church has many problems, but I would like to draw your attention to two essential 
things that the church needs today: the experience of the Holy Spirit, call it, infilling, or 
baptism, which makes us witnesses of Christ; and second, the discovery and use of 
spiritual gifts in our life. Either can only happen if we pursue them and recognize them 
as an essential part of our life, and not as something optional.

I pray to the Lord that each of us will be filled with the Holy Spirit and will discover and 
use the spiritual gifts in our lives and use them not for personal benefit, but for the 
redemption of humanity. Amen.



It is important to know the facts about God and His ways. To be a doer of His word, 
we need to study His word. Anyone can learn how to talk the talk, but Jesus wants 
us to walk the walk. It does no good for the Kingdom of God to know all the right 
things to say but not do them. We are to put our beliefs into practice and live a 
lifestyle that reflects our faith in God. When Jesus walked the earth, He was a man 
of action. When He taught about the Kingdom of God, He didn?t teach just to give 
information. He applied Kingdom principles to everything He did, demonstrating 
how we can live productive, fulfilled lives that make a difference in the world.

In August of 1883, there was a devastating tornado in Rochester, MN. Thirty-seven 
people lost their lives, hundreds were injured, and homes destroyed. The city of 
Rochester did not have a hospital and had only a few private practice doctor 
offices.

Within the rubble there was a young woman who did not have money or power, but 
she had a determination to do the words of Jesus where she lived. Her name was 
Mary Moes.

Mary ministered to the injured, cared for the sick, the hurting, the homeless. And 
Mary had a vision - a God sized vision. She noticed the only healthcare in 
Rochester were a few private practice doctors which practiced typically only for the 
rich. She met a young doctor and challenged him to gather a few doctors with the 
idea that they could create a small hospital where anyone could receive healthcare, 
especially the poor. He said they would need many nurses to staff such a facility. 
Mary indicated she knew women who had given their lives to Jesus and would care 
for those who could not care for themselves. The doctor agreed. Mary gathered 
women. A small medical clinic was started - which grew and grew and grew. It grew 
to be the Mayo Clinic. The doctor Mary met was named Dr. Mayo.

Mary Moes was as ordinary as you and I. But she lived out the teachings of Jesus 
where he placed her. God uses ordinary people who believe the word of Jesus and 
live it out. And through them, God does extraordinary things.

As believers we are like players on a great team with Jesus as our coach. He says, 
?GO in the world and DO!" To live this Christian life, we must do what Jesus says ? 
it?s not good enough to claim the label as Christian if you?re not willing to follow the 
coach.

Do the people who live in your home, the people who work in your office, 
classmates, teammates, relatives see Jesus in you? Do they see you doing good 
deeds, not to earn God's favor, but because of your love for God?

We are known by our actions.

If you are on the field, are you playing?

A r e You  P lay ing? 
    or  Just  on  t he F ield

by Julie Bell
Director of Communications 

and Connectional Ministry



Community Ministries at Peoria First have seen its 
share of changes, but these ministries have 
adjusted to become stronger and better able to 
serve the needs of our community.

Lincoln K8 School? Lincoln K8, our Adopt a 
School partner for many years, is excited about 
the new school year. Our ministries and programs 
are back including K-2nd Grade tutors for reading, 
Birthday Buddies, After School Arts, Choir, and 
Backpack Buddies. The new District 150 school 
year starts earlier and runs later creating new 
opportunities to serve.

Morton Square Soccer? We recently concluded 
our 2022 soccer season and had extreme heat 
and humidity 
causing the 
cancellation of 3 
game nights. We 
registered over 
200 kids and had 
great times on the 
nights we could 
play.

It is a beautiful 
sight to see 
Morton Square 
Park filled with 
neighborhood kids 
and their families 
joining together for 
recreation and 
fellowship. The 
kids do play 
soccer, but even 
more important, 
they experience the love of Jesus Christ through 
the dedication of the coaches and volunteers that 
make this ministry happen.

The night after our last game, we returned to 
Morton Square Park with 400 hot dog meals to 
celebrate a fun season together. The players 
received medals for participating and the 
volunteers and coaches enjoyed working together 
as a church family sharing the love of Jesus in our 
neighborhood.

Loaves and Fish? The team is in the planning 
stages of moving this ministry back inside with 
meals, worship, and a medical clinic. The ministry 
will be refined to feed our neighbors in spiritual 

and physical need and continue to provide access 
to free quality healthcare through our clinic and 
mobile clinics from OSF and Unity Point.

We currently utilize about 10 volunteers each 
week serving outside. Inside service, however, will 
require about 40 volunteers each week to provide 
for the needs of those we serve.

Benevolence? The Benevolence Ministry serves 
the changing needs of our community by providing 
essential services with birth certificates, state ID?s, 
and drivers licenses. These needs are more 
important than ever when applying for jobs, 
housing, and school.

Neutral Ground? This ministry served our 
neighbors living 
with HIV/Aids by 
providing them 
with supplies 
needed to remain 
healthy and 
sanitary in their 
daily lives as well 
as prayer support. 
Unfortunately, 
during the 
pandemic, our 
volunteers and 
those we served, 
could not meet 
due to the 
potential spread of 
Covid.

During this time, 
Positive Health 

Solutions, managed by Beth Clayton as part of the 
U of I College of Medicine, has worked to ensure 
that patient supply needs were met. We continue 
to work with Beth and PHS to provide the supplies 
needed so that these important needs are fulfilled.

Yes, the world has changed in the last couple of 
years, but what hasn?t changed is God?s love and 
grace that he has given us to share. Volunteer. 
Make a difference in our neighborhood.

by Dan Philips
Director Of Community Ministries

A Snapsho t  o f  a 

Communit y in Mission



Did God Real l y 

Say . . . ?

Our mission is 
to make 

disciples of 
Jesus Chr ist  

for  the 
transformat ion 
of Peor ia and 

the Wor ld.

peor ia1.com

At the heart of God?s creation are 
relationships. These relationships require 
regular upkeep and effort to keep them alive, 
healthy, and vibrant. This is why we have 

invited Drs. Les and Leslie Parrot to join us for an evening of healthy relationship 
building.

Drs. Les and Leslie will be in the Worship Center live via the internet. Couples 
can attend in person, or we can provide a video link for participation at a 
separate location.

Whether you are married or dating, you are welcome to attend. There is an 
on-line survey you and your partner will take before the date night event. The 
cost for the event is $35 per couple which includes the cost of the survey. You will 
be given a code for free access to the Better-Love Assessment once you have 
signed up to attend. Rest assured, your survey results will not be shared with 
other participants, but will become important talking points for you and your 
partner. No one will be forced to share or be singled out. The survey takes about 
20 minutes to complete.

Who are Drs. Les and Leslie Parrot? 

Les and Leslie are a husband-and-wife team who share a passion for helping 
others build healthy relationships. They speak annually in more than 40 cities 
throughout North America and internationally. Drs. Les and Leslie are 
entertaining, thought-provoking, and immeasurably practical. One minute you?ll 
be laughing and the next you?ll sit in silent reflection as they open your eyes to 
how you can make your relationships all they were meant to be.

The Parrots are New York Times best-selling authors, their books have sold over 
two million copies in more than two 
dozen languages, and include 
best-selling and Gold-medallion winner 
Saving Your Marriage Before It Starts. 
Other popular titles include Real 
Relationships, L.O.V.E., The Parent You 
Want To Be, Trading Places, The 
Complete Guide To Marriage Mentoring 
and Love Talk.

Saturday, September 10, 2022 
Worship Center 7?9PM

The cost is $35 per couple 
Register at www.peoria1.comDate N

ight
Scan here to visit 
the peoria1 website.

Your  t i thes and 
offer ings are very 
impor tant to the 

future of our  
ministry work .

3 Ways to Give:

peor ia1.com

peor ia1 App

Text

1.888.364.GIVE (4483)

Type 1 in message 
block

Scan below  for  
onl ine giving

New User

Returning User
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