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DISCLAIMER: The information represented here is for the  purpose                     
of informing the FUMC-Peoria congregation of the change of                         

events for a quarter. They are however subject to change. For more       
up-to-date information, refer to us online at www.peoria1.com,                        

via social media platforms (@fumcpeoria),                                                                    
or via our weekly email newsletter, eHighlights.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

First and foremost, I am elated to be here amongst you all to serve as your 
Director of Traditional Music & Worship. After lots of fervent prayer and 
packing of boxes, I am here and ready to faithfully serve you, our church, and 
our God. Constance, Luna, and I are happy to be a part of the FUMC 
congregation and are looking forward to establishing our roots.

There are some big musical things happening and starting to ramp up as we get 
closer to the Christmas season. Perhaps our most anticipated event is our 
Lessons & Carols worship service. This year?s L&C will be extra special because 
the music is largely arranged by myself and John Orfe for a full orchestra. It is 
very rare for a church to have one accomplished composer/arranger and you 
have two! This year?s music will be glorious and new while honoring all the 
beloved carols we know. You will have two instances to experience the Lessons 
& Carols service in the Sanctuary: Saturday, December 17 at 6PM and Sunday, 
December 18 at 11:15AM. You certainly will not want to miss this spectacle.

We are also looking for more voices! Please join us Thursday evenings 7-9PM 
in the choir room for rehearsals. We welcome and accept all levels of 
experience. Now would be a great time to consider joining the choir. If you 
would like to ease your way in, consider singing only for Lessons & Carols. The 
music is familiar, and the time commitment is minimal. The music for Lessons 
& Carols will be rehearsed Thursday evenings 7-8PM in the choir room. Please 
consider spending just one hour of your 
time each week to sing with us and lead 
others in worship for a glorious experience 
that is sure to be unforgettable.

I look forward to meeting you all as I 
continue to settle in. Thank you for a warm 
welcome!

Soli Deo Gloria
Blessings to you all,
-Andrew Sánchez

DEADLINES: Contact Julie Bell at 
jbell@fumcpeoria.org for information on   

upcoming deadlines and publication dates.             
In the subject line of your email submission, type, 
"HERALD." All submissions are subject to editing 
and style standards, and their use is solely at the 
discretion of the editor. Picture submissions are 

encouraged to accompany your submission.    
Focus on individuals and smaller numbers of 

people who help tell the story. 



by Rodney Nelson
Church Historian

A FIRST Hist or y Lesson
f r om a 1930 Chur ch Bul l et in 

1930- The name of our  church was First Methodist Episcopal  Church.

1946: The Evangel ical  Church (Albr ight 's Evangel ical  Association) and Otterbein's her i tage in the Church of the 
United Brethren in Chr ist merged to form the Evangel ical  United Brethren Church.

1968: The Evangel ical  United Brethren Church and The Methodist Church merged to form the United Methodist 
Church. In this same year , our  church changed to the First United Methodist Church.

The bul let in from 1930 is in celebration of the 1900th Anniversary of Pentecost commemorating the bir th of the 
Church.

·The pastor  at the t ime was Dr . Wil l iam Edward Shaw(pastor  from 1910-1932).  The f i rst bui lding addit ion 
to our  church was named after  him.

·The choir , cal led the Vested Choir , was under  the direction of Mr . Lee Wilson (a footnote indicates 

he was deceased). There were 76 persons in the choir  for  a Musical  Night service at 7:45 PM.

·The back  page l ists Sunday school  attendance at 774 and an offer ing of $39.34!

·Vacation School  (VBS) was held joint ly w ith First Baptist Church for  4 weeks.This wonder ful  bi t  of  
history was given to us by Steve Wr igley and Carole Wr igley Chr istman amongst some of their  old family 
papers.



In the last three years I?ve been privileged to take two missionary trips overseas. I?ve been privileged to see the work 
and partnership we have with missionaries and others on the ground in both Liberia and Honduras.

Having crossed through villages in Liberia, almost every town seemed to have a roadblock at the entrance to their 
village. As we approached the roadblock, men and women in military-green-khakis directed vehicles to the side of the 
road. As they looked into each vehicle, they held out a hand to collect the ?tax? for passing through their town. 
Occasionally people were pulled from their vehicles and questioned. However, once they realized we were in a United 
Methodist vehicle and on our way to a missionary outpost, they signaled us through, smiled, and waved.

In Honduras we provided a medical clinic at a local congregation. At the entryway into the neighborhood where the 
Aposento Alto church is located, a gang member called a ?Hawk? stands guard on a corner and watches those coming 
and going out of the neighborhood. With his cell phone he can summon a troop of gang members to defend their 
territory. As we left the main highway, our driver asked us not to take video or photos of this particular area. He 
proceeded to roll down the two front windows to give the Hawk a clear view of who was inside. Amazingly, when the 
Hawk recognized the United Methodist van, we were given safe passage in and out of this suburb. Because the 
Aposento Alto church has provided for the spiritual and physical needs of those in this community, there is a high 
respect for those attached to his church. The United Methodist name is highly valued and appreciated by the people of 
these regions.

PASTOR TIM OZMENT
Directing  Pastor of Peoria First 
United Methodist Church 

by Rev. Dr. Timothy Ozment



I can thankfully tell you, the recognition of the name literally 
opened doors for our mission teams in two different countries. This 
is because the UM church has worked hard to build grade schools, 
universities, medical schools, hospitals, and churches in these 
countries. People in these locations respect that the church takes 
Jesus? words to love their neighbors ? meaning, all those in need ? as 
they love themselves, as a serious commandment. The respect of the 
name came at a high price and was developed over many years. 
While other churches and denominations came and went, and 
sometimes took advantage of local people, the UM church has 
remained consistent, focused, and a longtime supporter of the 
people.

It's about loving God, loving people, and finding ways to serve those 
around you. Our own congregation has made quite the name for 
itself among those in our community. We?re known as the 
congregation that cares for her neighbors. Even if they don?t 
recognize our official name, they recognize us as the church that 
feeds the hungry through the Loaves and Fish ministry on 
Saturdays; as the church that does the soccer ministry in the 
summer, or the church that has adopted a local grade school and is 
providing reading, music, and arts in an area where most of these 
would have been abandoned in budget cuts for more practical 
educational applications.

Jennie and I have been here for over five years, and we?re thankful 
to be part of a congregation that takes seriously the commandment 
to love our neighbors. As a congregation, we haven?t always gotten 
it right; we sometimes struggle between safety issues and hospitality. 
But we continue to pray that God will use us to make life better for 
those around us. We pray that God will use us to draw people closer 
to the heart of Jesus. We pray that we?re feeding people spiritually 
and physically. We pray that our name will continue to be 
recognized as those who love and serve God in powerful and 
meaningful ways. Above all, we pray that Jesus will receive all the 
thanks and glory because we do what we do in the name of Jesus.



Peoria First has had a relationship with Beskydy Mountain 
Academy (BMA) in the Czech Republic for well over a 
decade! Peoria First supports Jonathan and Lisa Lobel, 
Spencer and Tereza Steel, and Paul and Sharon Till 
through our Missions Team budget. This year, BMA is 
celebrating their 20-year anniversary! Due to the 
reputation they have established for delivering a quality 
education, BMA must turn away many students every year 
because they don?t have room for more students. After 
many answered prayers, they received permission to add 
on to their current school building. The current building 
project has been underway since before COVID. The 
school administrators would like to increase enrollment 
from 30 students in a grade level to 50 in a grade level. 
This will raise the total number of students they can have 
to 200! This is an exciting time as the construction 
continues. The new top floor to the school is on schedule 

to be completed by the start of the 2023-24 school year. 
There are a couple obstacles as there are still governmental 
approvals that need to happen to pave the way for the 
increased enrollment and there is a $330,000 budget 
shortfall due to the rising costs of materials over the term 
of this project.

BMA has a gospel outreach focus, so they are ministering 
to mainly non-Christian students and families. Please keep 
Jonathan and Lisa, Spencer and Tereza, and Paul and 
Sharon in prayer as they continue to faithfully serve the 
Lord in one of the most atheistic countries in the world. 
BMA has done so much for so many over their first 20 
years. Every life changed for Christ will ripple down 
through generations! We pray that their next 20 years 
would  continue to bear fruit for the Kingdom of God!

by Jeremy Garrett
Peoria First Mission Team

Const r uct ing Pr ogr ess 
at  BMA

H onoring our O wn

Kristie Kleinow, a homegrown missionary of Peoria First, tragically died June 24, 2022, at the age of 38. Kristie grew up 
in our church and was actively involved in youth programs. She had a zest for 
life and a personality that drew other youth to Christ. Several Mission Team 
members recall Kristie as a ?firecracker for Christ.? Jeremy Garrett, a church 
member who knew her well, remembers her as a youth with a contagious faith 
and an authentic love for Jesus. Young people wanted to listen to her, and many 
were mentored by her. She cultivated lasting relationships with Peoria First 
youth and adult members. Her work with youth in the church laid the 
foundation for her to become a missionary. She graduated from Richwoods High 
School and from the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. She married Evan Burns 
in 2006. They had twin sons in 2009. Kristie?s commitment to mission work led 
her around the world to Mexico, Africa, Turkey East Asia, Thailand, and Alaska. 
She was a true servant and lover of all of God?s people.

The Mission Team established the Kristie Kleinow Burns Memorial Fund to honor Kristie?s love of Jesus and her love of 
the mission field. It is a scholarship fund which will be used to support Peoria First youth who desire to go on a mission 
trip but can?t afford to participate. The Mission Team will manage the fund. Church members and friends may 
contribute to this scholarship fund through online giving or by a personal check noting ?Kristie Kleinow Burns Fund? in 
the memo line.

by Diane Pflederer, Peoria First Mission Team



Okay, I?m going to give you the opportunity to be a little selfish for a moment. I want you to think about yourself, only 
yourself. I have 3 big questions to ask you. If it helps you to write down your answers, please do. Ready?

1.Who are you?

2.Where do you fit?

3.What difference can you make?

These are 3 questions we all must answer at various points in our lives, but the first time we really pay attention to the 
answers is in our adolescence or youth years. These are questions of identity, belonging and purpose. Kara Powell and 
Brad Griffin do a great job of exploring these questions in their book, ?3 Big Questions that Change Every Teenager.? (If 
you would like to borrow it, please let me know.)

This is not just some plug to read a book, but I want to challenge each of us, a part of this church family, to know we play 
a part in helping our youth through these questions. Is faith a part of their identity? Do they feel like Peoria First is a 
place that they belong? Are we creating experiences that help them determine their purpose?

Did you know that Generation Z (born 1997 ? 2012) and Generation Alpha (2013 ? present) are known as the loneliest 
generation? They are both the most connected and the most isolated generations.

At the ministry fair, the number one question I received was how many youths are in the ministry. Yes, numbers are 
important, but I want to remind you that every number represents a person. A person with identity. A person that wants 
to belong. A person that God has given worth and purpose.

Most of us have felt the as odd one out as some point or another in our life. We know what it is like to be a number 
instead of a person. As we continue to discern the future, I challenge each of us to see each person as a beloved child of 
God and not a number. I challenge you to develop a relationship within the church family with someone you don?t know, 
someone you wouldn?t normally talk to, and someone that belongs to a different age group.

In which generation were you born?

Greatest Generation: 1901-1927

Silent Generation: 1928-1945

Baby Boomers: 1946 - 1964

Gen X: 1965 - 1980

Millennials: 1981 - 1996

Gen Z (Zoomers): 1997 - 2012

Gen Alpha: 2013 ? Present

Reference: Springtide Research Institute, "Research in Action: A Conference on 
Gen Z, Mental Health & Religion." October 9, 2022

by Christina Koeppel
Director of  Youth and AV Ministries

Quest ions f or  Each of  Us



As we crawl out of the isolation of a global pandemic, many of us are 
struggling to rebuild a sense of community. How would you define 
community? Merriam-Webster defines community as, ?a unified body of 
individuals.?

In Acts chapter 2, we get a glimpse of the church right after Jesus ascended 
to heaven. He told them to wait together in Jerusalem for the promise of 
His Father, the Holy Spirit. ?When the day of Pentecost came, they were all 
together in one place. ?  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit enabled them.? (Acts 2:1, 4)

We?ve got to imagine that these believers 
were praying, sharing scripture, 
encouraging one another, and reminding 
each other of all the things Jesus did and 
said while they were waiting for the 
Promise from the Father in that upper 
room. Maybe some of them started to 
doubt and wonder if this Promise would 
ever come, but it finally did on the Day of 
Pentecost.

Notice that this group of believers was ?all 
together in one place? and that ?all of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit.? That?s 
community ? everyone together, unified, 
on the same page, with the same purpose. 
Notice as well that these people 
experienced God together in ways that 
none of them had ever experienced before.

Later in Acts chapter 2 (verses 42-47), this same group of believers (who 
were now Spirit-filled) ?devoted themselves to the apostles? teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.? (Acts 2:42) As they 
were together, they had ?everything in common? and even ?sold property 
and possessions to give to anyone who had need.? (verses 44-45) Because of 
the strong community among them, they witnessed signs and miracles. 
They ate together, went to the temple together, met in homes together, 
and enjoyed favor and happiness. (verses 46-47)

And best of all: Their community continued to grow! (verse 47) Why? 
Who wouldn?t want to be included in a community like this? They took 
care of one another, pursued God together, and enjoyed each other. This is 
a beautiful example of community in the New Testament.

Being a part of an adult Sunday School Class or a Small Group are two 
opportunities to experience this sense of community. I have been visiting 
Sunday School classes and all are open to welcome new members into their 
community of believers.

Let?s be honest. Any time you spend a lot of time with someone, challenges 
will arise. It was no different then, and it?s no different now. But the key is 
to remember that as believers, we belong to a community of people, and 
we are responsible to that community of people. We are expected to share 
our gifts and our talents with each other. We are expected to love, to be 
generous, to encourage, to live in unity, and to be humble. Why? Because 
that?s how the world will know that we belong first to Christ, and second 
to each other.

by Cathy Clark

Director of Adult  Discipleship

ALL Together in One Place 

http://faithisland.org/faith/why-your-church-family-is-essential-to-your-faith/
http://faithisland.org/faith/why-your-church-family-is-essential-to-your-faith/
http://faithisland.org/faith/why-your-church-family-is-essential-to-your-faith/


Who said making disciples of Jesus Christ would be easy? 
No one. Jesus never said it would be easy. Yet, to ensure 
we moved forward in fulfilling the Great Commission, 
He left us the Holy Spirit, His power, authority, and gifts.

What are some obstacles?

THE WORLD HATES US. Jesus warned us, ?They hate you, 
because of me!? Please don't take it personally, just move 
on.

THE BUILDING and LOCATION. If we had a better, 
functional building, more people would come. Buildings 
have never converted anyone to Christ. They can be 
helpful, or a hinder. Christ remains true, and only the 
Holy Spirit convicts the world of sin.

THE BAD WITNESS in CHURCH. If this were true, 

Thomas? doubting the resurrection of Jesus could have 
ruined it, as well as Peter?s curses and denial. How about 
the impact of Judas thieving and selling Jesus off to 
Caiaphas? Christianity could have easily been extinct 
during Jesus' last week. Don't allow a bad witness to 
hinder you from inviting others to follow Jesus. 
Resurrection always comes after death and new life to 
those who believe in the truth.

PEOPLE ARE NOT INTERESTED in ATTENDING 
CHURCH. The question is not whether people want to 
come to church; it?s whether they want to know Jesus, the 
way, the truth, and the life. People will respond to your 
invitation, and influence. Your testimony is decisive; 
however, the key is your introduction to Jesus.

DENOMINATION FLAWS. Except for theologians, most 
people are not drawn by the name of a church. The 

integrity of its members who follow Christ does. Even 
cults which preach a false gospel attract people. Let?s 
present the real Jesus and true discipleship.

The list can go on and on with obstacles to making 
disciples.

If we do not focus on living the Great Commandment, 
we fail the Great Commission. As we allow the fruit of 
the Spirit to shape us into the image of Christ, there will 
be more opportunities to share the gospel of good news 
of salvation.

Making disciples of Jesus Christ can be either the most 
frustrating, or the most satisfying experience of your life. 
So much so, that angels party in heaven every time a 
sinner repents.

Luke 5 4When he had finished speaking, he said to 
Simon,?Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for 
a catch.? 5Simon answered, ?Master, we?ve worked hard 
all night and haven?t caught anything. But because you say 
so, I will let down the nets.?6When they had done so, they 
caught such a large number of fish that their nets began 
to break. 

Just as Peter and his friends, following the prompting of 
Jesus, cast their nets again, despite a disappointing all 
night attempt. Let us cast our nets again in His Name!

   Making discipl es, is  not  easy,
                                                                         but  not  impossibl e!

PASTOR ADRIAN GARCIA
Pastor of Latino & Outreach Ministries at 

Peoria First United Methodist Church



Are you interested in volunteering? No music or artability necessary? just your time to 
spend with God?s children. Contact Eugene Maison, Director for Fine Arts 

(emaison@fumcpeoria.org).

After-School Arts is an art program for third and fourth grade 
students. Local artists go to the school to share their time 
and artistic abilities with students. It is an opportunity for 
students to form new relationships and hone their creative 
abilities. The informal classroom setting help students make 
good and fond memories.

Art is being created every 
Tuesday from 2:30-3:45PM at 
Lincoln K-8 School. Those 
assisting in making art are Ms. 
Jewel Lacey (resident art 
teacher) and Peoria First 
volunteers Ms. Debbie and 
Ms. Sandy.

The Peoria First Fine Arts Ministry outreach at Lincoln K-8 School began the second week of September.

The Lincoln Children's Choir program is for second through 
fourth grade students. The fall semester choir?s theme is 
International Holidays. To prepare for 
performances at Peoria Women?s Club, 
Grandparents Day, and the Christmas 
concert at Lincoln School, the choir is now 
learning five Christmas and Holiday songs 
from different nations and in different 
languages.

Rehearsals for the choir are every 
Thursday from 2:30-3:45PM at Lincoln 
School. Those assisting to make music are 
Nichole Fauser, the choir's director; Ms. 
Aleta, the pianist; Ms. Sue Koppel, a volunteer from Peoria 
First; and Ms. Sondra, a parent volunteer.

Dates to Remember

Exhibi t ion Dates
January 2 - January 20, 2023

Al l  Entry Forms Due
December 5, 2022

Del ivery of Entered Works
December 15 and 16 /  9AM ? 1PM

at 116 NE Perry Avenue

Opening Reception 
Sunday, January 8 /  9:45 - 11:15AM

Exhibi t ion Closes
January 20 at 1PM

Pick -Up Works at the Gal lery 
January 23 and 24 /  9AM ? 1PM



All creatives in our midst are invited to participate in the One Art Exhibit at 
the Foster Gallery for Christianity and the Fine Arts.

The One Art Exhibit is an invitational show for members and or relatives of 
the Peoria First congregation. One entry per individual.

Please submit one of your most recent creative works to be part of this 
exhibition. Original works in any medium of artistic expression (fine arts, 
crafts, woodwork, quilt, embroidery, etc.) are eligible.

This exhibit offers special opportunities for you to showcase the artistic gifts 
you have been blessed with. We hope you will be a part of this exhibition.

Submit your application early. Due to gallery space constraints, the 
application will close when gallery capacity is reached.

Submit entries online at 
https:/ / fumcpeoria.wufoo.com/ forms/2023-one-art-exhibit/

Dates to Remember

Exhibi t ion Dates
January 2 - January 20, 2023

Al l  Entry Forms Due
December 5, 2022

Del ivery of Entered Works
December 15 and 16 /  9AM ? 1PM

at 116 NE Perry Avenue

Opening Reception 
Sunday, January 8 /  9:45 - 11:15AM

Exhibi t ion Closes
January 20 at 1PM

Pick -Up Works at the Gal lery 
January 23 and 24 /  9AM ? 1PM

P l a n  a    
F o u n d a t i o n  

G i f t
When you make a gift to the Foundation, 
you leave a legacy. Since the Foundation 
began in 1985, it has provided resources to 
fund special projects and programs to 
enhance the missions and ministry of Peoria 
First.

So far this year, the Foundation has awarded 
twenty grants! The Foundation has assisted 
with the new steps and sidewalk on the 
Hamilton Street side of the building, updates 
to the heating and air conditioning systems 
and audio-visual upgrades. Children?s 
ministry has been enhanced through 
Worship Realm Experience training and 6 
Ways 2 Praise. Older adults are blessed with 
the Caring Hearts on the Move program. 
The Foundation sponsored Couples Date 
Night and a Prayer Seminar featuring Bud 
Simon. Our mission efforts received grants 
for the Cobden Family Missions Trip and 
much needed support in Ukraine.

As we enter fall, the Lincoln School outreach 
programs for art and the choir have received 
grants. The Foundation also supports the 
Lessons and Carols musical event each 
Christmas season.

As our church campus has grown and our 
outreach work has expanded, the 
Foundation too must grow to meet 
increasing church needs and establish new 
and meaningful programs for our members 
and the neighbors we serve. Without donor 
gifts to the Foundation, grants for these and 
other projects and programs would not be 
possible.

You can help by giving a gift to the 
Foundation through your will or estate plan. 
Gifts of cash, appreciated stock, or 
designating the Foundation as a beneficiary 
of a life insurance policy are all examples of 
ways you can make a legacy to missions and 
ministries of Peoria First.

If you would like to learn more about the 
Foundation or to inquire about making a 
gift, please contact the church office or Paul 
Weers.

https://fumcpeoria.wufoo.com/forms/2023-one-art-exhibit/


?The more that you read, the more things you will know. The 
more you learn, the more places you?ll go.?? Dr. Seuss,?I Can 
Read with My Eyes Shut!?

To many of us, reading is second nature and really does 
not require much thought.

To many students at Lincoln K8 School, however, 
reading is nearly impossible. Many of us were fortunate 
to grow up with supportive family members and 
teachers ready to help us as we learned to read.

The teachers and staff at Lincoln K8 School really love 
and care about the students they teach, however, the 
classrooms of 2022 are a far cry from the classrooms 
most of us grew up in. Teachers today have more 
difficult and challenging curriculums to teach and home 
life is not always the best place to learn to read.

This is where you come in. We are fortunate to have 
church members that take time each week to go to 
Lincoln K8 and spend quality time with students that 
need a little positive reinforcement and Christian love as 
they learn to read.

Bob?s Book Buddies and Mike Illuzzi ? A Legacy of Joy 
and Love.

Many church members have volunteered at Lincoln K8 
School over the years and two of the most dedicated 
were the late Bob Caughey, and Mike Illuzzi, who still 
spends most of his waking hours at Lincoln K8.

Mike Illuzzi, the long-time principal at Irving School, 
and Bob Caughey, a retired medical professional, knew 
the value and importance of building loving 
relationships with students. Their kind gentle spirits 
created environments that fostered a natural yearning to 
learn and to read and it was not uncommon to have 
them spending as much time with the students at 
Lincoln K8 as many of the paid staff.

Bob Caughey passed away unexpectedly several years 
ago and, in his memory, Mike Illuzzi and others created 
Bob?s Book Buddies, a group of caring volunteers that 
work with kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade students, 
helping them get a good foundation in reading.

During the pandemic, between kids not being in school, 
and volunteers not being able to help, students' reading 
skills suffered greatly. Students that were already 

challenged pre-pandemic, are now facing even more 
difficult times. Some studies say it could take a decade to 
get reading skills back to pre-pandemic levels.

The good news is that you can make a difference in 
helping students catch up. We are looking for 
volunteers, English and Spanish speaking, that can meet 
with 1 or 2 students a week, spending time with them, 
learning to read and comprehend, and most 
importantly, showing them the love of Jesus Christ.

If you have an hour or so each week, you can make a 
difference in the lives of students at Lincoln K8. You 
don?t have to be a retired principal or medical 
professional, just someone that cares about all of God?s 
children being able to learn to read.

?Once you learn to read, you will be forever free.?? Frederick 
Douglass

To learn more about Bob?s Buddies and how you can 
make a difference contact Julie Bell.

by Dan Philips
Director of Community Ministr ies

If  You Can Read This, 
                     You Have Gif ts to Share



Ca st  a  
Net

    by Li l ly Garcia
    Director  of Chi ldren and Family

One of God?s priorities is that we look for opportunities to share His Good News (John 4:35). We teach our children to 
share food with the hungry, toys and clothes with the needy, and pray for everyone in need. All these things are 
important, but only provisional. What is more eternal than the good news. Why should we preach the good news and 
teach our children?

We should give freely what we have received freely. If the Spirit compels us, it should be a pleasure. Paul adds, it has 
been entrusted to me and I will be doomed if I don?t! (1 Cor 9:16-17)

What is this salvation about? In a nutshell: The Good News is that God made a way for everyone who calls on His 
name to be saved (Joel 2:32). Eternal life with Him will happen to those who trust in Him (John 3:36). Jesus is the only 
way to the Father (John 14:6, Acts 4:12), the mediator (1 Timothy 2:5), and redeemer. An eternity without Him is 
literally hell! A place of wrath designed for Satan (Matthew 25:41, John 8:24).

People have a choice to make (Luke 10:16). Many have never heard of Jesus (Acts 17); they do not know He wants to 
adopt them as His children (John 1:12). People won?t know Him unless we GO where he sends us (Romans 10:15).

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will 
come (Matthew 24:14).

Our kids need to understand and receive the Good News first. Growing up with Bible stories might confuse some 
?doing church? is not being born again. Pleasing parents or doing good things for God does not make us a Christian.

Can our kids identify with Jesus? sacrifice and forgiveness? Can they share it in a way that makes sense to other kids? He 
is real love. Let?s give Him our hearts.

They too can desire a heart like Daddy God?s, seek the lost, and pray for them. The result is compassion!! I remember as 
a child when my heart began to break for those who didn?t know how much the Father loves them. I remember sharing 
with others about Jesus? love for me with tears in my eyes.

God prepares the hearts; we just need to heed the Holy Spirit?s prompting to cast the net.



One day long ago,God?s Word came to Jonah, ?Up on your feet and on your way to the big city of Nineveh! Preach to 
them. They?re in a bad way and I can?t ignore it any longer.? But Jonah got up and went the other direction to Tarshish, 
running away from GOD. Jonah 1:2-3

Willingly and knowingly, Jonah runs away from his calling to Nineveh, hops on a ship to Tarshish and directly into a 
storm. We generally think a storm is something that takes us off course. What if God wants to use the storm, to 
redirect the course of my life. What does it take for God to get your attention?

Jonah knew theology, was a prophet, and worshiped 
God. Jonah?s disobedience came from the fear that God?s 
agenda might be different than Jonah?s desires. He was 
afraid. He didn?t want to go to Ninevah ? they were evil 
people. Jonah?s plan was logical to him, he actually 
thought it through. God has His plan, but I (Jonah) know 
better. My desires, My purposes, My outcomes are 
better. Jonah?s actions revealed groupthink over God?s 
will. Jonah may have thought the Israelites, his people, 
his group were more important than God?s agenda ? 
because he knew better. Sound familiar?

Amongst all the differences between us ? isn?t our calling 
to God and what He wants us to do most important? 
Maybe there is a bigger thing than my group. Our group, 

our way, our age, our ethnicity, our program . . .all these groups say ? we know best. And that was Jonah?s sin. But his 
deliverance was birthed in his faith that God is merciful even to those who willfully reject Him.

Do we want perspective? ? look to eternity. Do we want perspective? ? ask for God?s agenda.  Do we need perspective? 
? Jesus said we will suffer in a fallen world and God will use it for good. It is not my agenda nor my groups that matter. 
IT IS, "what does God want?"

Oh Jonah? how could you be so focused on you and your agenda and completely miss how God loves. The groupthink 
in our world is heartbreaking? there is the vaccine and the no vaccine group, the democrat and the republican group, 
the groups can go on and on? and in the midst of all these groups are believers, brothers and sisters in Christ.  We 
blame one another, we say hurtful things, apply labels,  and end relationships? because our group has become more 
important than God?s agenda?  Let?s be people who speak the truth. Agree to disagree. Have different opinions and 
convictions. None of these matter as much as Jesus. Let?s agree on the things that really matter. Lost people need 
Christ. Our communities need us to serve and love them.

What happened to the people of Nineveh? Jonah finally listened to God and preached to the people of Nineveh.

The people of Nineveh listened, and trusted God. They proclaimed a citywide fast and dressed in burlap to show their 
repentance. Everyone did it? rich and poor, famous and obscure, leaders and followers. God saw what they had done, 
that they had turned away from their evil lives. He did change his mind about them. What he said he would do to them 
he didn?t do. Chapter 3.

Jonah prayed the prayers. He knew God?s word. He was a prophet. Did Jonah just go through the motions to do what 
God asked or did he have a change of heart for the people of Nineveh, did he care about them? Did he care about them 
as God cared for them? Sadly, Jonah sits beneath a vine for shade and pouts because God gave grace.

We can know the Word of God ? but when our focus is on us (me) we miss God?s heart. Where is your focus?

by Julie Bell
Director of Communications

God

me

H ow is YOU R Scale T ipped?



Have you experienced that moment when 
someone pops into your head and you find 
yourself wondering how they are? What do you 
do next? Do you drop a card in the mail? Do you 
make a note on your to-do list? Do you look them 
up on social media, chuckle at the meme they 
posted a couple of days ago and assume they are 
ok? How often do you reach out and have an 
honest to goodness conversation? (Texting does 
not count!)

Unfortunately, for 
many of us, the real 
conversation 
option in person or 
over the phone, 
happens few and 
far between. We 
live in the 
Information Age 
where life is 
speeding along at a 
very fast pace 
where technology 
makes daily 
activities easier. Groceries can be ordered and 
delivered without leaving the house. Have a 
question for your doctor? Send a message on the 
patient portal. We can go days or weeks without 
interaction with another human. Convenient? 
Maybe. But technology can be very isolating. It 
should come as no surprise, that loneliness is at an 
epidemic level in American society today.

Everyone needs social connections to survive and 
thrive, that is how God created us. In Genesis 
chapter 2, God considered Adam?s state of being 
alone ?not good? even inside a sinless creation. He 
created Eve as an ideal companion for Adam, and 
the two of them walked in fellowship with God. It 
is part of God?s plan for us to be in community 
with others. Feelings of loneliness and isolation 
can and will take a toll on us physically and 
mentally.

What can you do when you feel alone?

·Start with your relationship with the Lord. God is 
always available and ready to listen. Make daily 
time with God and reading your Bible a priority.

·Reach out to someone by phone and share a real 
conversation. See how quickly your spirits are 
lifted.

·Come to worship. If you have not been to 
worship in person 
in a while, there is 
a seat (and a donut) 
waiting for you.

What about 
others?

·Lift them in 
prayer. The next 
time that person 
pops into your 
head and you don?t 
have time to make 
a phone call, stop 
and say a prayer for 
them. Later when 

you have more time, reach out and take the time 
to catch up.

·Be a friend to make a friend. Remember the boost 
you got when you needed someone and reached 
out to a friend or family member? That works 
both ways. Think of those in your life who are 
more likely to experience loneliness due to their 
age, living situation or physical health and contact 
them. Notes, cards, and texts are okay, but take 
the time to pick up the phone or make a visit in 
person. Share a conversation together.

It is time to be intentional and care for one 
another in our communities, just as God created 
us to be. Share your joys and concerns with others 
in real conversation. Your physical and mental 
health might just thank you for it. Be Well.

by Kirsten Tharp
Director of Congregational Care

Feelings of Loneliness? Connect.



Our mission is 
to make 

disciples of 
Jesus Chr ist  

for  the 
transformat ion 
of Peor ia and 

the Wor ld.

peor ia1.com
Scan here to visit 
the peoria1 website.

Your  t i thes and 
offer ings are very 
impor tant to the 

future of our  
ministry work .

3 Ways to Give:

peor ia1.com

peor ia1 App

Text

1.888.364.GIVE (4483)

Type 1 in message 
block

Scan below  for  
onl ine giving

New User

Returning User

La Posada

December 4 . 12:30PM . Worship Center

Lessons &  Carols

December 17 . 6PM . Sanctuary

December 18 . 11:15AM . Sanctuary

Christmas Eve Services

December 24 . 4, 7, 11PM Traditional Service . Sanctuary

December 24 . 7PM Bilingual Service . Worship Center

Christmas Day Service

December 25 . 10AM . Traditional Service . Sanctuary

In Anticipation . . .
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