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ESTHER READING PLAN

To Prepare for Each Week’s Discussion

Each chapter of Esther should be read during the week leading up to each small group
gathering as a way of enhancing the reflection upon each small group discussion time.

WEEK 1 WEEK 6
(O Esther 1 O Esther 6
WEEK 2 WEEK 7
O Esther 2 (O Esther 7
WEEK 3 WEEK 8
O Esther 3 O Esther 8
WEEK 4 WEEK 9
O Esther 4 O Esther 9
WEEK 5 WEEK 10
O Esther 5 (O Esther 10

Small group members are encouraged to reflect on the following questions as they read
through each chapter:

Where do | see God's providence at work, even though He is not mentioned?
Which character's actions reveal wisdom or foolishness?

What does this chapter teach me about courage and trusting God's timing?
How might God be calling me to faithfully influence the people around me?
What truth from this chapter can | apply to my life this week?

By the conclusion of this study, your group will have walked through every chapter of Esther
and gained a deeper appreciation for God's sovereign care, His faithfulness to His people,
and the courage He gives ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary purposes.


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.1.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.2.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.3.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.4.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.5.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.6.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.7.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.8.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.9.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.10.NIV

: MEDWAY GROUPS

ESTHER // Intro

10-Week Small Group Discussion Guide

FOR THE SMALL GROUP LEADER

The book of Esther is one of the most unique books in the Bible. It is the only book in Scripture
that never explicitly mentions the name of God, yet His presence is unmistakable on every page.
Rather than displaying miraculous signs, audible voices, or dramatic acts of divine intervention,
Esther reveals God's sovereignty through what appear to be ordinary events, unlikely
coincidences, and the faithful actions of imperfect people. As your group studies Esther,
encourage members to look beyond the surface of the story and recognize the countless ways
God is quietly orchestrating events for His purposes. Often, God's greatest work is accomplished
behind the scenes, even when He seems silent.

Historically, Esther takes place during the reign of King Ahasuerus (also known as Xerxes l), who
ruled the Persian Empire from approximately 486 to 465 BC. The events occur between the first
and second returns of the Jewish exiles to Jerusalem described in Ezra. While many Jews had
returned home under Zerubbabel to rebuild the temple, millions remained scattered throughout
the Persian Empire. Esther and her cousin Mordecai were among those Jews who continued living
in Persia. Their story reminds us that God remained faithful to His covenant people no matter
where they lived, even while they were surrounded by a culture that often opposed their beliefs.

The central themes of Esther include God's providence, courage, faithfulness, identity, humility,
justice, and trusting God's timing. Esther begins as an unlikely young Jewish woman who hides
her identity, but she gradually grows into a courageous leader willing to risk everything for the
sake of others. Mordecai models unwavering integrity by refusing to compromise his convictions
despite intense pressure. Haman serves as a powerful example of how pride, bitterness, and
hatred ultimately destroy those who embrace them. Throughout the story, seemingly insignificant
decisions become part of God's larger plan to preserve His people and fulfill His promises.

As you lead this study, remember that Esther is more than an inspiring historical account. It is a
reminder that God's people are called to live faithfully wherever He places them. We may not
always understand what God is doing or see immediate evidence of His activity, but He is never
absent. Encourage your group to consider how God has worked behind the scenes in their own
lives, opening doors, protecting them, shaping their character, and using unexpected
circumstances to accomplish His purposes. Esther invites every believer to ask an important
question: "What if God has placed me exactly where | am for such a time as this?"

“And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?”
[Esther 4:14b]
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ESTHER // WEEK ONE

Small Group Discussion Guide

INTRODUCTION

e What is one decision you've made that seemed small at the time but ended up
having a big impact?

e If you were invited to a royal banquet, what is one thing you would hope to
experience?

e Have you ever witnessed someone make an emotional decision they later regretted?
What happened?

King Xerxes begins the story by displaying his wealth, power, and influence before the
leaders of his vast empire. Yet despite possessing incredible authority, his inability to
control his own pride sets in motion a series of events that ultimately reshape history.
Esther chapter one reminds us that leadership is measured far more by wisdom and
humility than by power or prestige.

UNDERSTANDING

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 1:1-9.

e What do these opening verses reveal about the wealth and influence of King
Xerxes?

e Why do you think the author spends so much time describing the king's banquet
and possessions?

e How can success and prosperity become dangerous if they are not accompanied by
humility?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 1:10-22.

e Why do you think King Xerxes reacted so strongly to Queen Vashti's refusal?

e How did the king's advisors influence his decision?

e What consequences resulted from decisions that were made in anger and
embarrassment?


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.1.1-9.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.1.10-22.NIV
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ PROVERBS 16:18-19 AND JAMES 1:19-20.

e What warnings do these passages give about pride and emotional reactions?
e How do these verses help explain the events of Esther chapter one?
e What practical wisdom do these passages offer for handling conflict today?

The opening chapter reminds us that pride often leads to poor decisions, while humility
invites wisdom. The choices of both kings and ordinary people have lasting consequences,
making it important to seek God's wisdom before reacting emotionally.

APPLICATION

e When are you most tempted to make decisions based on emotion rather than
wisdom?

e Who are the trusted people in your life that help you make wise decisions?

e Is there an area where pride has made it difficult for you to admit you were wrong?
How can you intentionally practice humility in one relationship this week?

PRAYER

Lord, help us recognize the dangers of pride and impulsive decisions. Give us humble
hearts that seek Your wisdom before we act, and teach us to honor You in every choice we
make. Amen.


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/PRO.16.18-19.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/JAS.1.19-20.NIV
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ESTHER // WEEK TWO

Small Group Discussion Guide

INTRODUCTION

e Have you ever looked back and realized that something you once viewed as
disappointing actually led to something much better?

e What is one unexpected opportunity that has changed the direction of your life?

e Who has encouraged or mentored you during an important season of your life?

Although God's name is never mentioned in Esther, His fingerprints are already visible
throughout the story. What appears to be a beauty competition is actually the beginning
of God's plan to position Esther exactly where she needs to be to save His people. This
chapter reminds us that God is often working long before we recognize His purposes.

UNDERSTANDING

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 2:1-11.

e What qualities do you notice about Esther and Mordecai in these verses?

e Why do you think Mordecai instructed Esther not to reveal her Jewish identity?

e How does Mordecai demonstrate care and concern for Esther throughout this
passage?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 2:12-20.

e What attitudes and actions helped Esther gain favor with those around her?
e Why is humility often more influential than self-promotion?
e What can we learn about trusting God's timing from Esther's experience?


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.2.1-11.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.2.12-20.NIV
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 8:28 AND PROVERBS 3:5-6.

e What do these passages teach about God's ability to guide our lives?
e How do these verses relate to Esther's journey in chapter two?
e Why can trusting God's plan be difficult when we cannot see the outcome?

God often prepares us for future opportunities through ordinary seasons of life. Esther
likely had no idea how God would use her position, yet He was faithfully arranging
circumstances long before the crisis ever arrived.

APPLICATION

e Can you identify a time when you later recognized God's hand at work in a situation
that initially made little sense?

e What season of waiting or preparation are you currently experiencing?

e How can humility and faithfulness prepare you for opportunities God may bring in
the future?

e What is one area where you need to trust God's timing instead of trying to control
the outcome?

PRAYER

Father, thank You for working behind the scenes even when we cannot see what You are
doing. Help us trust Your timing, remain faithful in every season, and believe that You are
accomplishing good purposes in our lives. Amen.


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/ROM.8.28.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/PRO.3.5-6.NIV
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ESTHER // WEEK THREE

Small Group Discussion Guide

INTRODUCTION

e Have you ever had to work with someone whose personality was difficult to get
along with? How did you handle it?

e What is one habit or attitude that can quietly grow over time if it is left unchecked?

e Have you ever seen a small disagreement grow into a much larger conflict? What
happened?

As the story unfolds, a new character steps onto the stage whose pride and hatred
threaten the future of God's people. Haman allows one man's refusal to honor him to
consume his thoughts until it grows into a plan for genocide. Esther 3 serves as a sobering
reminder that unchecked pride and bitterness rarely stay contained. Left alone, they grow
and affect countless others.

UNDERSTANDING

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 3:1-6.

e Why did Mordecai refuse to bow to Haman?
e What does Haman's reaction reveal about his character?
e How can wounded pride lead people to make destructive decisions?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 3:7-15.

How did Haman manipulate King Xerxes into approving his plan?

e What stands out about the king's willingness to make such an important decision so
quickly?

e How were ordinary people affected by the personal conflict between Haman and
Mordecai?


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.3.1-6.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.3.7-15.NIV
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ EPHESIANS 4:31-32 AND HEBREWS 12:14-15.

e According to these passages, what happens when bitterness is allowed to grow?

e Why is forgiveness so important, even when someone has wronged us?

e What practical steps can we take to prevent resentment from taking root in our
hearts?

Although Haman appeared powerful, his greatest weakness was his pride. His desire for
recognition became an obsession that ultimately blinded him to truth, justice, and
compassion. Scripture consistently warns that bitterness never harms only one person. It
spreads, influences others, and produces devastating consequences.

APPLICATION

Are there any relationships in your life where resentment has begun to take root?

e How do you typically respond when you feel disrespected or overlooked?

e What would it look like to choose forgiveness instead of allowing bitterness to
grow?

e How can you become someone who helps bring peace rather than fueling conflict?

PRAYER

Father, protect our hearts from pride, bitterness, and unforgiveness. Help us reflect the
grace You have shown us by extending mercy to others and choosing humility in every
relationship. Amen.


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EPH.4.31-32.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/HEB.12.14-15.NIV
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ESTHER // WEEK FOUR

Small Group Discussion Guide

INTRODUCTION

e Describe a time when you had to do something that made you nervous, but you
knew it was the right thing to do.

e Who is someone you admire because of their courage?

e What is one challenge in your life right now that requires faith rather than certainty?

The crisis facing the Jewish people has become impossible to ignore. Mordecai challenges
Esther to consider that her position in the palace may not simply be the result of chance
but part of God's greater purpose. One of the most famous verses in the Bible reminds
believers that God often places ordinary people in extraordinary situations for His glory.

UNDERSTANDING

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 4:1-9.

e How did Mordecai respond to the king's decree against the Jews?

e Why do you think Esther was initially unaware of what was happening outside the
palace?

e What does this passage teach us about sharing one another's burdens?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 4:10-17.

What fears did Esther have about approaching the king?

e What do you think Mordecai meant when he said Esther may have come to her royal
position "for such a time as this"?

e Why was fasting an important response before Esther took action?

10


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.4.1-9.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.4.10-17.NIV
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOSHUA 1:9 AND 2 TIMOTHY 1:7.

e What do these verses teach us about courage?
e How does trusting God enable us to face difficult situations?
e In what ways can fear keep believers from obeying God's calling?

Esther's courage did not come from the absence of fear. She clearly understood the risk
she was taking. True biblical courage is choosing obedience despite fear because we trust
that God is faithful. Throughout Scripture, God repeatedly calls His people to move
forward in faith, knowing that His presence is greater than any obstacle.

APPLICATION

Where is God asking you to step out in faith instead of remaining comfortable?

e Is there someone in your life who needs you to speak truth, offer encouragement, or
stand beside them during a difficult season?

e How can prayer and seeking God first prepare you to make courageous decisions?
What does "for such a time as this" look like in your own life today?

PRAYER

Lord, give us courage to follow You even when obedience feels risky. Help us trust that
You have placed us exactly where we are for Your purposes, and may we faithfully
respond to every opportunity You give us to serve others and honor You. Amen.

11


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/JOS.1.9.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/2TI.1.7.NIV
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ESTHER // WEEK FIVE

Small Group Discussion Guide

INTRODUCTION

e Have you ever had to wait for the right moment to have an important conversation?
How did you know when the time was right?

e What is something you find difficult to be patient about?

e Can you think of a time when waiting instead of acting immediately led to a better
outcome?

Esther has committed herself to approaching the king, knowing it could cost her life. Yet
when the opportunity comes, she doesn't immediately reveal Haman's plot. Instead, she
exercises remarkable wisdom and patience. Esther demonstrates that courage is not only
about taking action, but also about discerning God's timing.

UNDERSTANDING

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 5:1-8.

e What risks did Esther take by approaching the king?

e Why do you think Esther invited the king and Haman to a banquet instead of
immediately presenting her request?

e What does Esther's approach teach us about wisdom, patience, and trusting God's
timing?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 5:9-14.

e Why was Haman unable to enjoy all of his success and wealth?
e How did the advice of Haman's wife and friends influence his decisions?
e What warning does this passage give about allowing pride to control our emotions?

12


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.5.1-8.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.5.9-14.NIV
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ PSALM 27:14 AND JAMES 1:5.

e What do these passages teach about waiting on God?
e Why is patience often an important part of God's work in our lives?
e How can seeking God's wisdom change the way we approach difficult situations?

Although Esther's delay may have seemed unnecessary, God was working behind the
scenes in ways she could not yet see. Likewise, Haman believed he was preparing for
victory, unaware that his own pride was leading him toward destruction. God's timing is
often different from ours, but it is always perfect.

APPLICATION

e Is there an area of your life where you need to wait on God's timing rather than
forcing a solution?

e How do you usually respond when your plans don't unfold as quickly as you hoped?

e What role does prayer play before making important decisions?
Are there voices in your life encouraging wisdom, or are some encouraging pride
and impulsiveness?

PRAYER

Father, teach us to trust Your timing even when we want immediate answers. Give us
wisdom to know when to speak, when to wait, and the courage to obey You in every
season. Amen.

13


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/PSA.27.14.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/JAS.1.5.NIV
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ESTHER // WEEK SIX

Small Group Discussion Guide

INTRODUCTION

e Have you ever experienced a day when everything unexpectedly changed for the
better?

e What is one coincidence in your life that later seemed much more than a
coincidence?

e When life feels unfair, what helps you remain hopeful?

One seemingly insignificant event changes the course of history. A sleepless night leads
the king to discover Mordecai's unrewarded act of loyalty, while Haman unknowingly
walks into one of the most humbling moments of his life. Esther 6 reminds us that God
can completely reverse circumstances in ways we could never anticipate.

UNDERSTANDING

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 6:1-5.

e Why is the king's sleepless night so significant in the story?
e What details in this passage demonstrate God's providence?
e How does this passage encourage us when God seems silent?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 6:6-14.

e What assumptions did Haman make about himself?
e How did Haman's pride ultimately lead to his humiliation?
e What lessons can we learn from Mordecai's quiet faithfulness?

14


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.6.1-5.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.6.6-14.NIV
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 14:11 AND ROMANS 12:3.

e What do these passages teach about humility?

e Why does God consistently oppose pride and honor humility?

e How can we develop a healthy view of ourselves without becoming prideful or
insecure?

God rarely works according to human expectations. Haman expected recognition but
received humiliation. Mordecai expected nothing but received honor. What appeared to be
an ordinary sleepless night became the turning point in God's plan to preserve His people.
Nothing is outside of God's sovereign control.

APPLICATION

How has God surprised you by working through circumstances you never expected?
What does faithful obedience look like when no one seems to notice?

Is there an area where pride may be influencing your attitudes or decisions?

How can you intentionally honor others instead of seeking recognition for yourself?

PRAYER

Lord, thank You that You are always at work, even when we cannot see it. Help us remain
humble, faithful, and confident that You are accomplishing Your purposes in ways far
greater than we can imagine. Amen.

15


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/LUK.14.11.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/ROM.12.3.NIV
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ESTHER // WEEK SEVEN

Small Group Discussion Guide

INTRODUCTION

e Have you ever watched a situation finally come into the light after being hidden for
a long time?

e What is harder for you: speaking up when something is wrong, or staying quiet to
avoid conflict?

e When you see injustice, what is your natural response?

The story now reaches its turning point. After weeks of tension, hidden motives, and silent
preparation, the truth is finally revealed in the most dramatic way possible. Esther
courageously exposes Haman’s evil plan in the presence of the king. What has been
hidden in darkness is now brought into the light, and consequences follow quickly.

UNDERSTANDING

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 7:1-6.

e What emotions do you sense in this scene between Esther, the king, and Haman?
e Why is timing so important in how Esther reveals Haman’s plan?
e What does this passage teach us about the power of truth when it is finally spoken?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 7:7-10.

e How does Haman’s fate reflect the consequences of his own actions?
What role does irony play in how the story unfolds?

e What does this passage reveal about God’s justice, even when His name is not
mentioned?

16


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.7.1-6.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.7.7-10.NIV
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 12:19 AND PSALM 37:7-9.

e According to these passages, what is God’s role in justice and vengeance?

e Why is it difficult for people to trust God with justice instead of taking matters into
their own hands?

e How can these verses bring peace when we feel wronged?

Haman’s downfall is swift, but not random. The same pride that elevated him now
becomes the instrument of his judgment. Esther 7 reminds us that God sees everything,
even when injustice seems to go unaddressed. His justice may not always come on our
timeline, but it is never absent.

APPLICATION

e Is there a situation where you need to trust God to bring justice instead of taking
matters into your own hands?
How do you typically respond when you feel wronged or treated unfairly?

e What would it look like to choose truth spoken with wisdom instead of silence
driven by fear?

e How can you ensure your responses to injustice reflect God’s character rather than
personal anger?

PRAYER

Father, help us trust You as the righteous Judge over every situation. Give us courage to
speak truth with wisdom, and peace to rest in Your justice even when we do not see
immediate answers. Amen.

17


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/ROM.12.19.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/PSA.37.7-9.NIV
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ESTHER // WEEK EIGHT

Small Group Discussion Guide

INTRODUCTION

e Have you ever had something bad turn into something unexpectedly good?
e What is one situation in your life that took a long time to turn around?
e How do you usually respond when circumstances suddenly change for the better?

Just when it seemed the story had reached its conclusion, everything begins to reverse.
The decree of destruction is still in place, but a new decree is issued that shifts the future
of God’s people. Esther 8 highlights the surprising way God works: not always by
removing problems immediately, but often by working within them to bring about
redemption.

UNDERSTANDING

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 8:1-8.

e What significant changes have taken place in Esther and Mordecai’s positions?

e Why is it important that Esther continues to intercede for her people even after
Haman’s downfall?

e What does this passage show about persistence in doing what is right?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 8:9-14.

e Why was it necessary for a second decree to be issued?
e How does this new decree change the situation without canceling the original one?
e What does this teach us about how God often works within existing circumstances?

18


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.8.1-8.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.8.9-14.NIV
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 2 CORINTHIANS 1:3-4 AND ISAIAH 43:18-19.

e What do these passages teach about God bringing comfort and new beginnings?
e How does God’s ability to “do a new thing” relate to the events in Esther 8?
e Why is it sometimes difficult to recognize when God is bringing restoration?

Even though the original decree still exists, God has already begun rewriting the outcome.
Esther and Mordecai are now positioned not only for survival, but for influence and
leadership. God’s restoration often comes in stages, and what looks incomplete today may
already be part of a larger reversal He is bringing about.

APPLICATION

e Where in your life do you need to believe that God is still working, even if everything
is not fully resolved yet?

e How can you stay faithful in situations that are improving but not yet complete?

e What does it look like to be a voice of encouragement and hope to others in
transition?

e How can you recognize and respond to the “new things” God may be doing around
you?

PRAYER

Lord, thank You for being a God of restoration and new beginnings. Help us trust You even
when change feels incomplete, and give us faith to believe that You are still writing a
better ending than we can see today. Amen.

19


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/2CO.1.3-4.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/ISA.43.18-19.NIV
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ESTHER // WEEK NINE

Small Group Discussion Guide

INTRODUCTION

e Have you ever looked back on a difficult season and realized how much you grew
through it?

e What is something your family or community celebrates every year?

e When something good happens after a long struggle, how do you usually respond?

The story reaches its dramatic resolution as the tables are completely turned. What was
intended for destruction becomes deliverance. The Jewish people are given victory over
their enemies, and what began as a decree of death ends in celebration and relief. Esther
9 reminds us that God’s deliverance often includes both protection and remembrance.

UNDERSTANDING

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 9:1-10.

e What stands out to you about how the events are reversed in this passage?

e Why is it important that the Jews were able to defend themselves rather than be
passive victims?

e What does this passage reveal about the consequences of hatred and opposition to
God’s people?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 9:11-19.

e Why do you think the author emphasizes the repeated victory of the Jews?
e How does the community respond differently in various regions of the empire?
e What does this teach us about unity and shared identity among God’s people?

20


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.9.1-10.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/EST.9.11-19.NIV
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ PSALM 30:11-12 AND DEUTERONOMY 6:10-12.

e What do these passages teach about remembering God’s goodness?
e Why is it important not to forget what God has done after seasons of deliverance?
e How can gratitude protect our hearts in future struggles?

God’s deliverance in Esther 9 is not random or accidental. It is the culmination of
everything He has been orchestrating from the beginning. The same God who allowed
tension to rise is also the God who brings victory and preservation. His faithfulness
deserves remembrance, celebration, and ongoing gratitude.

APPLICATION

e What is one way you can intentionally remember and celebrate what God has
brought you through?

e How do you typically respond after a difficult season ends?

e Why is it important to tell stories of God’s faithfulness to others?
How can gratitude change the way you approach future challenges?

PRAYER

Father, thank You for being our deliverer and protector. Help us never forget Your
faithfulness, and teach us to live with gratitude that strengthens our faith in every future
challenge. Amen.

21


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/PSA.30.11-12.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/DEU.6.10-12.NIV
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ESTHER // WEEK TEN

Small Group Discussion Guide

LEADER NOTE

The events of Esther gave rise to the Jewish celebration known as Purim, which is still
observed around the world today. The name "Purim" comes from the Hebrew word pur,
meaning "lot" or "dice." Haman cast lots (Esther 3:7) to determine the date on which the Jewish
people would be destroyed. Ironically, the very event intended to mark their destruction
became a lasting reminder of God's deliverance. Rather than mourning, the Jews celebrated
God's faithfulness in preserving His people.

Purim is observed each year on the 14th day of the Hebrew month of Adar (with some cities
celebrating on the 15th), usually falling in February or March. During the celebration, Jewish
families gather to read the entire book of Esther, enjoy festive meals, exchange gifts of food
with friends, give to those in need, and celebrate with great joy. In many synagogues,
worshipers use noisemakers called "groggers" whenever Haman's name is read to
symbolically "blot out" his memory.

Purim serves as a powerful reminder that God is always at work, even when His presence
seems hidden. Although God's name is never mentioned in Esther, His providence is evident
throughout the story. As your group concludes this study, encourage participants to reflect on
the many ways God has quietly worked in their own lives. Like the Jews who established
Purim to remember God's faithfulness, we, too, should intentionally celebrate and recount the
ways God has provided, protected, and remained faithful through every season of life.

If your group enjoys a good party, why not have your own Purim celebration to close out this
Small Group season? You can find recipes for Purim on this website:
https.//www.jewishfoodsociety.org/recipes

22
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INTRODUCTION

e Have you ever finished a story or movie and realized the ending tied everything
together in a meaningful way?

e What is something small you do that others may not notice but still matters?

e When you think about your life, where do you see God working in quiet or
unexpected ways?

The final chapter of Esther is short but significant. There are no dramatic miracles, no
sudden revelations, and no visible divine intervention. Instead, we see a man promoted, a
people protected, and a story concluded in quiet strength. Esther 10 reminds us that God’s
sovereignty is often most clearly seen in hindsight.

UNDERSTANDING

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ESTHER 10:1-3.

e What does Mordecai’s promotion signify in the larger story?
e Why is it important that Mordecai continued to work for the good of his people?
e What does this passage suggest about faithful leadership in everyday life?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ GENESIS 50:20 AND ROMANS 11:33-36.

e How do these passages help us interpret the entire story of Esther?
What do they teach about God’s ability to work through human intentions, both
good and evil?

e Why is it important to trust God’s wisdom even when we do not understand His
methods?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ PROVERBS 16:9 AND ISAIAH 46:9-10.

e What do these verses teach about God’s control over human plans?
e How does this truth provide comfort in uncertain seasons?
e What does it mean for God to declare the end from the beginning?
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The book of Esther ends not with closure we might expect, but with quiet affirmation that
God is still ruling over His people. Even without His name being spoken, His presence has
shaped every moment. What looked like coincidence was providence. What looked like
silence was sovereignty.

APPLICATION

e Where in your life can you now see God’s hand more clearly than when you were in
the middle of it?

e How can you remain faithful in seasons that feel ordinary or unnoticed?

e What helps you trust God when His work is not immediately visible?

e How can you live with greater confidence in God’s sovereignty this week?

PRAYER

Lord, thank You that You are always at work, even when we cannot see it. Help us trust
Your sovereignty in every season and live faithfully, knowing that nothing in our lives is
outside Your loving control. Amen.
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	Small group members are encouraged to reflect on the following questions as they read through each chapter: 
	●​Where do I see God's providence at work, even though He is not mentioned? 
	●​Which character's actions reveal wisdom or foolishness? 
	●​What does this chapter teach me about courage and trusting God's timing? 
	●​How might God be calling me to faithfully influence the people around me? 
	●​What truth from this chapter can I apply to my life this week? 
	 
	By the conclusion of this study, your group will have walked through every chapter of Esther and gained a deeper appreciation for God's sovereign care, His faithfulness to His people, and the courage He gives ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary purposes. 
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	LEADER NOTE  
	 
	The events of Esther gave rise to the Jewish celebration known as Purim, which is still observed around the world today. The name "Purim" comes from the Hebrew word pur, meaning "lot" or "dice." Haman cast lots (Esther 3:7) to determine the date on which the Jewish people would be destroyed. Ironically, the very event intended to mark their destruction became a lasting reminder of God's deliverance. Rather than mourning, the Jews celebrated God's faithfulness in preserving His people. 
	 
	Purim is observed each year on the 14th day of the Hebrew month of Adar (with some cities celebrating on the 15th), usually falling in February or March. During the celebration, Jewish families gather to read the entire book of Esther, enjoy festive meals, exchange gifts of food with friends, give to those in need, and celebrate with great joy. In many synagogues, worshipers use noisemakers called "groggers" whenever Haman's name is read to symbolically "blot out" his memory. 
	 
	Purim serves as a powerful reminder that God is always at work, even when His presence seems hidden. Although God's name is never mentioned in Esther, His providence is evident throughout the story. As your group concludes this study, encourage participants to reflect on the many ways God has quietly worked in their own lives. Like the Jews who established Purim to remember God's faithfulness, we, too, should intentionally celebrate and recount the ways God has provided, protected, and remained faithful through every season of life. 
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