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here is an old story about a pastor who ministered

in a small town with one main street.  Right

across from the church was the local barber shop

where the great sages of the community spent a

great deal of idle time.  The barber shop crowd began

noticing that each morning precisely at 11 o’clock the pas

tor would exit the church, get in his car, and then drive out

of sight down the main street in the opposite direction of

where he lived.  This happened every day with the excep

tion of Sunday.  Finally, the curiosity of the town’s states

men got the best of them and so a couple of fellows were

dispatched to follow the pastor and discover what he was

up to.  To their bewilderment, the spies unearthed the great

mystery.  The pastor had driven to the outskirts of town

and had parked his car near a railroad crossing.  He sat

there in his car until a train passed by and then he started

his car, made a uturn and proceeded back to the church.

The snoop’s report to the inquisitive onlookers at the bar

ber shop ignited a spirited discussion about what the

preacher was doing.  So, after speculating and debating for

about 45 minutes the committee decided that the right

thing to do was to question the pastor about his behavior.

The men who had followed the pastor earlier were called

to duty once again.  Across the street they went and into the

entry way of the church. They found the pastor in his study

and asked he if would mind answering a question.  The

pastor assured them that he would be glad to do so if he

could.  So, they told him that they had observed him leav

ing town every day at 11 o’clock and that they had fol

lowed him to the railroad crossing and were wondering

what he was doing.  The pastor explained.  “I go out there

and watch the train pass by on its daily run because it does

my heart good to see something moving, I don’t have to

push!”

Unfortunately, most pastors can relate to our fictitious

counterpart.  Getting things done in the church isn’t always

the easiest thing to do.  There are classes in need of teach

ers.  There are leaves needing to be raked.  There are

babies to hold, floors to wax, and toilets to clean.  The list

could go on and on.  There are many tasks requiring time,

energy and giftedness that must be done week after week

in order for the church to function in a way that will truly

bring honor and glory to our Savior.  And yet, many essen

tial assignments either fall to the paid help (the pastor) to

complete, or they get left undone, diminishing the effec

tiveness and impact of the church’s ministry.

What is the answer to this dilemma?  A problem by the

way that is exacerbated by a growing trend toward specta

tor driven church rather than participant focused church.

Far too many church attendees take their place in the pews

as if they were attending a school play.  They watch, they

listen, and they may even shed a tear, seeing their role in

the production as being the audience. Christianity may I

remind you, was never intended to be a spectator lifestyle.     

All of that being said, I believe the primary reason it is

often a struggle to get Christians involved in the work of

the Church is an unwise practice that has been adhered to

for longer than I have been alive.  The practice of recruit

ing volunteers to fill ministry needs in the church.  Why is

asking for volunteers a problem?  It is a problem because

it perpetuates a mindset that falls short of what the Lord

Jesus both expects of His followers and exemplified for

them.  

Jesus said in Matthew 23:11, that the “...greatest among
you shall be your servant.” First Peter 4:10 teaches that

Christians are to serve “one another.” Paul instructed his

readers in Galatians 5:13 to “by love serve one another.”

On the eve of our Lord’s crucifixion Jesus and His disci

ples gathered together to celebrate the Passover.  All of the

preparations had been made except for one significant

detail.  No one had arranged for the washing of their feet

as they arrived.  After they had concluded their meal, Jesus

stood, laid aside His outer garments, wrapped a towel

about His waist, poured water into a basin, and then began

to wash the feet of His disciples.  In doing so, Jesus pro

vided an example He expected to be followed.  He told His

disciples, “If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed
your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet.  For I
have given you an example, that ye should do as I have
done to you.” (John 13:14,15).  What had Jesus done for

the disciples?  He served them as He cleansed their feet.

And what is it that Jesus intends for us to do for one anoth

er?  Jesus intends for us to serve one another and Jesus

expects His followers to adopt a servant mindset.   

A volunteer and a servant have vastly different attitudes.

A volunteer chooses what they will involve themselves in

and to what extent their commitment will be.  A servant on

the other hand understands that it is not his prerogative to

pick and choose where, whom or how he will participate in

the Lord’s work.  A servant readily responds to a need

whenever it arises.  A servant’s motivation isn’t pleasing

themselves, but pleasing their master. 

In January of 2014 I was preaching a message from First

Peter chapter 4 titled, “At Your Service.”  During that mes

sage I told the congregation that I would never ask for any

one to volunteer for anything again.  I told them that from

this day forward we will no longer use volunteers, only

servants.  I made it clear that if they could not participate

in the Lord’s work with a servant’s heart and mindset that

they would not be needed.  So, when we are preparing for

Vacation Bible School it is made clear that it is an oppor

tunity to serve the Lord Jesus.  In the spring we communi

cate that servants are needed to staff our grounds crew.  We

don’t have nursery workers.  We have nursery servants.

Whatever the task we never recruit volunteers anymore.

We simply ask servants to do their duty.

The scriptures provide us with great examples of ser

vanthood, like Epaphroditus (Philippians 2 – check him

out).  His exceptional service to the cause of Christ was

characterized by his willingness to go anywhere and do

anything.  Imagine what could be accomplished if the tasks

needing done in our churches were approached with that

attitude.  

So, in conclusion I want to challenge you to stop volun

teering and start serving!

Pastor Tom Dooley

New Road FWB
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A Fleshly Heart is a Light Heart

A heart is flesh is free and unshackled  “There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are
in Christ Jesus…” (Romans 8:1) No longer guilty. No longer burdened. No longer worried about

the coming judgment. I read about a Christian carrying a sack of potatoes when a skeptic asked

how he knew he was saved.  He immediately dropped his sack of potatoes and asked the man

how he knew that the potatoes were dropped. He replied that he would know because his load

was now gone.  The Christian replied, “that is how I know I’m saved.”  He no longer carried the

load of sin and guilt! Do you have a light heart?

* A Fleshly Heart is a Soft Heart 

A heart of flesh is pliable and flexible, receptive to the things of God. It is humble rather than

proud, willing to listen, willing to repent, willing to change. How soft is your heart?

This is the inward result of God’s heart transplant. Here is the second result.

Outward Evidence (vs. 27) “I will...cause you to walk in my statutes,...”
A transplant patient will be checked to see if their new heart is working properly.What is the out

ward evidence of a new heart? Obedience! Jesus said: “If ye love me, keep my commandments”
(John 14:15),  “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me:”
(John 14:21), “Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words”:
(John 14:23). This obedience that is not motivated by fear or dread of penalty, but motivated by

our affection and love of our God. This obedience says, “I am happy to do your will!” Think of

the tax collector Zacchaeus who climbed a tree to get a glimpse of Jesus in Luke 19. He was

rewarded with an invitation by Jesus which he accepted and immediately told the crowd that he

would give half his goods to the poor and would pay back fourfold anything he had stolen. His

heart was changed and now he exhibited the outward evidence of happy obedience to the Lord!

What is the condition of your heart? Do you have heart trouble? If so, why not come with your

cold, dead, heavy hard heart and let Him give you a new one that is alive, warm, light and free!

Let God give you a transplant that only He can give! For the Christian, let’s make sure that the

great investment God has paid in giving us a new heart is resulting in happy obedience!
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Together We Can
How’s Your

Heart? 
The First Heart Transplant

The human heart is amazing.  It beats

an average of 75 times a minute, forty

million times a year, or two and a half billion times in a lifespan of 70 years. At each beat. The

average adult heart discharges about four ounces of blood. This amounts to three thousand gal

lons a day for 650,000 gallons a year! 

We hear a lot today about heart disease. It is still a major killer. Sometimes medicine can help.

Sometimes a bypass and stents are used. In some severe cases only a transplant will do! We are

living in a generation that was able to witness the actual transplanting a heart from one person

into another person.  But we can see from Ezekiel 36:2628 that God has been doing heart trans

plants for thousands of years! That is what I want to examine, a heart transplant, but not a physi

cal one, but a spiritual one.

At the time of Ezekiel’s writing, Israel was in desperate need of a heart transplant and God prom

ised to them one. They were in captivity far away from home because of their rebellion. Their

hearts were not right. It looked like they had lost everything! They needed a change! They truly

needed a heart transplant. Likewise, there was a time that I needed a heart transplant and the Lord

gave me one. Have you ever had a heart transplant? Do you need a heart transplant? 

What are the results of God performing a heart transplant? There are two results. One result is

inward and the other is outward.

Inward Change (vs. 26a) “I will take away the stoney heart...”
Imagine a doctor telling you your heart is like stone! According to this Scripture, this was the

condition of Israel’s heart! What is a stony heart like?

*A Stoney Heart is a Dead Heart

Israel had a dead heartnot sensitive to God. They could not feel anything spiritually. There was

no life to it! This is the kind of heart that mankind has, a dead heart without Christ. Jesus said

sinners are dead. (Matt 8:22) “follow me and let the dead bury the dead.” Ephesians 2:5 says that

we were “dead in sins”. We were unable to feel the presence of God. We were spiritually dead.

*A Stoney Heart is a Cold Heart

Israel had a cold heart. There was nothing inside the heart to warm it. They were indifferent to

the things of God. That is why they were in captivity. Satan causes men to have cold hearts.Luke

records what happened to Judas (Luke 22:3). “Then entered Satan into Judas” He then went out

and betrayed the best Friend he would ever have! What a cold heart! What is your heart’s temper

ature? How about us? Do we have cold hearts? Society sure doesself centered, selfish and not

concerned about God.

*A Stoney Heart is a Heavy Heart

Israel had a heavy heart. They were guilty and bearing their punishment. They were in captivity

and their country was destroyed! They were enduring sorrow, discouragement, despair, depres

sion and defeat. It is a heavy load to live in disobedience to God! All of mankind stands guilty

before the just God (Romans 1:1820) Wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodli

ness and unrighteousness and that he has no excuse. He stands guilty before God. That is why the

Roman Governor Felix trembled when Paul preached to him. That is why the people at Pentecost

said “What shall we do?” when Peter preached at Pentecost That is why men avoid talking about

it. That’s why they don’t want Jesus’ name mentioned. Do you have a heavy heart?

*A Stoney Heart is a Hard Heart

Israel had hard heart. They were stubborn and rebellious. They would not listen to God’s warn

ings, or God’s prophets or God’s word. The Bible warns us about letting our hearts harden.

“Harden not your heart as in the day of provocation.” (Psalm 95:8 “He that being often
reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed and that without remedy.” (Proverbs

29:1) Jeremiah urges Israel to “Break up your fallow ground.” (Jeremiah 4:3) The longer a per

son rejects God’s word and the Holy Spiritthe hard his heart becomes!Do you have a hard heart?

God graciously offered to replace that old heart with  “a heart of flesh” What is a heart of flesh

like?

*A Fleshly Heart is a Living Heart

A heart of flesh is alive and pumping blood to the vital organs. It is sensitive to the things of God

rather than indifferent. You can “feel” it when you sin! That is why Jesus used the term to

Nicodemus that he needed to be “born again”. That is why Paul said that Christians should reck

on yourselves “….alive unto God.” (Romans 6:11) Are you alive?

A Fleshly Heart is a Warm Heart

A heart of flesh is 98.6 degrees. It is a heart like Jesus hadfull of love, forgiveness and compas

sion. A heart willing to help and serve! Consecration takes the place of selfishnessthe hard things

become easy. What is the temperature of your heart?

Continued on next

column

Edwin Hayes
Executive Secretary
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January 5 Columbus First FWB AM Service, Justin Feight, Pastor

January 12 Elm Street FWB AM Service, Ronnie Conn, Pastor

January 19 Westside FWB SS & AM, Tim Boyd, Pastor

January 2325 Ohio Men’s Retreat, Heartland Retreat Center

January 26 McArthur FWB SS & AM Service, Jim Henderson, Pastor

February 16 Eifort AM Service, Tim Updike, Interim Pastor

March 8 Rosedale SS & AM Service, Jason Meade, Pastor

March 10 Ohio Budget Committee Meeting

March 15 Newark FWB AM Service, Gary Dheel, Pastor

Secretary’s Schedule

2019 Leadership Conference “Turns the Page”
More than 150 pastors, church leaders, and denominational leaders from 24 states,

Canada, Spain, and West Africa gathered at Nashville Airport Marriott Hotel Monday

and Tuesday, December 910, to explore the theme, “Turning the Page.”

On Monday evening, former Executive Secretary Keith Burden spoke from Joshua

3:16 and the moment when the nation of Israel “turned the page” into Joshua’s leader

ship following Moses’ death. He pointed out two important elements of leadership—

perspective and priorities—before identifying three practical, biblical steps to turn the

page: to sanctify ourselves, step forward, and stand firm. “Free Will Baptists can no

longer afford to live in the past,” Burden told listeners. “We must find the confidence

and courage we need to step forward and realize our full potential.”

On Tuesday morning, Dr. Gordon Penfold presented three seminars to help struggling

churches “turn the page” toward good health: The State of the Church in America,

Leading Change While Preventing Church Splits, and Vision Basics. The director of

Turnaround Pastor, an organization that encourages and equips struggling pastors, Dr.

Penfold has served four churches and two interim pastorates over 37 years and recently

stepped down as lead pastor of First Baptist Church, a multiethnic congregation in

Holyoke, Colorado.

On Tuesday evening, Dr. Eddie Moody

used the life of Hezekiah as an example,

encouraging listeners to confront difficult

times by working together to identify and

seize the opportunities God gives us. “In

these days when it may seem the denomina

tion is facing impossible challenges,”

Moody concluded, “it is important for us to

remember we can do more together, to pro

vide training and resources to equip our pas

tors and people, and to understand that Jesus

Christ has promised to build His Church!”

In addition to excellent preaching and teaching, the twoday conference gave attendees

time to renew friendships during banquetstyle meals and extended breaks. Welch

College provided congregational and special music for evening services, featuring the

35voice College Choir and the Rejoice! Ministry Team. Free time on Tuesday

allowed for sightseeing and time for several national boards and committees to meet.

“As our denomination continues a transitional phase,” noted conference director Ryan

Lewis, “we must be encouraged to remain unified, working together to equip strong

pastors and churches that will push us forward in the work of the Kingdom. That is

what the 2019 Leadership Conference was all about.”

For more information regarding the 2020 Leadership Conference, visit

www.nafwb.org/leadership. 

New National Executive Secretary

Eddie Moody and Outgoing Secretary

Keith Burden

Re:Invest Conference 2019

On October 1719, the Board of Retirement hosted the first ever Re:Invest Conference

at the Nashville Airport Marriott. This conference was an invitation only conference

for young ministers and leaders who were identified by national and state leaders as an

upandcoming leader within the Free Will Baptist denomination.

The purpose of the Re:Invest Conference was to train and equip upandcoming Free

Will Baptist ministers and their spouses for their current ministry and future leadership

roles. It was an opportunity for all FWB National Departments to invest back into the

lives and ministry of those who labor and invest so much in our denomination.

Although the Board of Retirement was the conference host, all of our National

Departments contributed to the success of the event.  From logo design to meal spon

sorships to conference speaking, the Re:Invest Conference was truly a collaborative

effort.

During the course of the conference, over 50 people were in attendance, including

young ministers, their wives and denominational leaders.  Conference sessions includ

ed topics like personal finance, the effects of money and marriage in ministry, church

business, the purpose of boards and much more.  One of the highlights of the confer

ence was the fun time away from the conference center to The Donelson Fellowship

for some laser tag!

It was an honor to get to know and invest in the lives of these young leaders.  A spe

cial thanks to all of our FWB National Departments for their contributions, support

and sponsorship.

Order from Ambassador Bookstore

1/8007261290



HILLSBORO (CORNERSTONE)

Hello from the Hillsboro FWB Church!

I can’t believe we are starting a new year

already.  December was busy for us.  We had

over 500 shoeboxes for Operation Christmas

Child to be sent all over the world.  “Our

Birthday for Jesus” went very well. All the

Sunday school classes gathered together. A

member from our youth group,  Owen Ryan did

an amazing job reading the Christmas story.  

Also, on New Year’s Eve we brought in the

New Year with a songfest, and candlelight serv

ice. There was great music, snacks, and great

reflections on what God has done for everyone. 

Things coming up are: Revival January 57th.

Garrett and Kailee Fitch will be singing each

night.  Preaching will be done by Garrett

Fitch, Brian Baer and Calvin Ray Evans.

January 26th is Evangelist Day with Brother

Freddy Dutton. Sunday, February 23rd is

Pastor Appreciation Day.  

We are looking forward to what God has in

store for us this year.  I can’t wait to see how our

church grows, and what we do for God.  

Prayers and God bless you! 

Richard Burns, Pastor

Jamie White, Reporter

LIGHTHOUSE  (TRISTATE)

Greetings to all my fellow Free will Baptists, it

is a pleasure to write this report and we are

praising God as always. 

Praying everyone had a Merry Christmas and

a Happy New Year

In November we honored our veterans. We are

thankful for those who serve our country, in the

military, in the police department and in the fire

department. May God watch over them.

We went on a winter train ride this year.

Several of our members were able to go.

We also welcomed a new family as members

in our church.

The ladies had the Christmas Party earlier in

December. We all had a great time.

The children’s Christmas program was great

fun for all. They gave the message of Christmas

and the importance of believing in Jesus our

Savior. Santa came later after service. Remke

Biggs was kind enough to donate apples and

oranges for our youth.

We also had several families donate poinset

tias in memory of a loved one.

Bobby Courtney, Pastor

Nancy Reiber, Reporter 

PORTER (PORTER)

We have had a busy season of celebrating the

birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Porter Women

Active for Christ participated in Operation

Christmas Child again this year. Shoeboxes are

filled with small toys, hygiene items and school

supplies as a means of reaching out to children

about the Good News of Jesus Christ. Since

1993, these giftfilled shoeboxes have been

delivered to over 168 million children in more

than 100 countries.

This year our Christmas card exchange mail

box donations supported Dr. Kenneth

Eagleton, missionary to Brazil. Each year our

church is able to help different missions

because of the work that goes into the sorting

and distributing of our cards.

Our children’s program included a play enti

tled “David’s Dynasty.” We greatly appreciate

the efforts of Sister Doris Chamberlin who

served as the director. The children put in a

great deal of hard work and it showed!

Our choir presented the cantata “While the

World Was Waiting” directed by Brother David

Chamberlin and accompanied by Sister Deena

Armstrong. Our church is blessed with many

talented individuals who show their love for the

Lord with music. We are very thankful for all of

the hard work that the choir does to present us

with such a blessing.

Mark Price, Pastor

Tehra Clevenger, Reporter

FAITH (SOUTHCENTRAL)

Greetings from Faith FWB Church! 

We had our annual church Thanksgiving din

ner on Wed, Nov 20th.  It’s always a blessed

time to spend with fellow Christians.   The

ladies cooked a scrumptious meal as usual.

Thank God for His blessings.

We have changed our Sunday night service

time to 4:00 p.m. during the winter.  We still

have our youth ministry starting at 6:00 p.m.   

We are very excited about the growth of our

youth.  We have separated into two classes and

are looking into starting a teen class next sum

mer.  Thank you to Sis. Pat Frazier and Sis.

Racheal Dicken for all the work you have been

putting into this growing ministry.

Our Christmas program was on Sun, Dec

22nd.  There is no better joy than seeing chil

dren learn about the true meaning of Christmas.

There has continued to be a lot of illness with

in the church.  Please pray for a speedy recov

ery for Sis. Teresa Gibson who had emergency

surgery on a perforated bowel on Dec. 21st.

Also, pray for continued recovery for Bro.

Garry Buck and Sis. Angie Vanover.  We want

to praise God that Bro. Jacob Tucker is now

walking with a cane. He is in his final stage of

recovery. Thank you Jesus!

We are thankful for God’s blessings on our

church and in our lives.  We ask His blessings

on all of you.

In His service.

Tony Vanover, Pastor

Teresa Gibson, Reporter

STONEY RUN (PINE CREEK)

Happy New Year from Stoney Run FWB

Church in West Portsmouth. We give thanks for

another year of blessing. We always want to

thank all the guest preachers and church mem

bers for making our church a true house of God. 

Our congregation put in a lot of hard work dur

ing the fall yard sales. We were thankful to give

23 families Thanksgiving dinner, and Christmas

Dinner to 24 families. Our Lord always pro

vides! We also would like to announce the

pleasure of accepting five new members to our

church family!

We’ve had several wonderful opportunities to

fellowship. A very spirited game night with

Bible trivia and a very competitive game of

“Wheel of Fortune.” These gatherings were just

what we needed to end the year. We are blessed

with such a wonderfully fun church family.

This year we had our annual Christmas dinner

at Ponderosa. This was a great night of laughter,

fellowship and thankfulness for God’s bless

ings.

Our youth director did another great job pro

viding us with an amazing Christmas play with

refreshments afterwards. We are so proud of our

youth for their hard work! They did an amazing

job performing a recreation of Christ’s birth

with beautiful scripture readings from our  teen

class. We experienced an amazing year of fel

lowship, praise and spiritual guidance. If you

are in need of guidance or knowledge, let our

amazing pastor help you. We would love for

you to become apart of our family.

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new.” 2 Corinthians 5:17

Craddock Frye, Pastor

Erin Cox, Reporter  

WAKEFIELD (PORTER)

Hello brothers and sisters in Christ. Christmas

is over but we need to keep Christmas in our

hearts always. Now we're facing a new year and

a new decade and will probably have some ups

and downs and bumps in the road; but with God

the Father, Jesus the Son and the Holy Spirit we

can overcome. After an unusually warm

December I wonder what January will bring us?

November 3rd we had some visitors from

Straight Creek Church and that was a blessing.

On November 10th we recognized our veter

ans and Sister Disa had cake and ice cream for

everyone in the fellowship hall. On November

17th many from our church joined other church

es at the New Hope church for a praise and wor

ship fellowship service with snacks and fellow

ship afterwards. It was enjoyed so much.

On December 11th Brother Jr. Wiley paid us a

visit and preached for us. We always enjoy him.

Brother Bob Mullett's wife Sharon Mullett lost

her battle with sickness on December 13th; but

she still won the war as she was ready to meet

her Lord and passed peacefully. 

On December 15th our septic system messed

up so we canceled that evening and we had to

have Sister Sharon's funeral at the funeral home

instead of at the church on December 18th. By

December 22 everything was fixed and back in

service. Satan will try every tactic he can to hin

der the church and members. 

Melissa and Roxanne Alley and some others

have had medical problems. Sister Disa has an

upcoming ablation on her heart for Afib. We

trust all will go well with no complications.

Sister Roxanne had a heart cath and needed a

stent put in. 

God is still good and we hope you all have a

happy and healthy New Year.

Lowell King, Pastor

Barb Conley, Reporter

REDEEMER (CENTRAL OHIO)

Wow!  What a November and December we

have had at Redeemer!  First, our conference

which was a great success for our church.  I

don’t think even we realized just how much we

could do being small in size and numbers.

Pastor Russell Street brought the message one

Sunday, as always doing a fantastic job.  

The Master’s Trio was here to play for us on

November 17th, and that was quite a surprise

and an amazing story.  Just ask Pastor Mike.  

This was followed the next week by an

absolutely fantastic revival.  It was the Central

Ohio Conference Revival which probably

accounted for the numbers we had each night,

but Edwin Hayes outdid himself!  If you

missed this one, your really missed something

special!  

In December we held our church Christmas

dinner with 100 in attendance at the Lodge at

Lake Choctaw.  After  delicious food, we were

blessed with a skit by Pastor Mike and Sandy

Mounts and wonderful music by The Victory

Trio.  We finally ended these whirlwind months

on a high note with a wonderful skit by our

members about the true meaning of Christmas

through the eyes of the animals who were pres

ent at the birth of our Lord.

Plans are currently underway for another

revival in the next few months.  In the mean

time, if you’re in the area on January 18th we’d

love to have any men stop by at the home of Pat

Dillon for the Men’s Fellowship Breakfast,

beginning at 8:00 a.m.  For the ladies, we’d love

to have you join us at our Ladies’ Holiday

Luncheon at All Through the House in

Mechanicsburg on January 25th, at noon.  We

welcome old and new friends to join us!

Michael Baldwin, Pastor

Nena Dillon, Reporter

SPRINGFIELD (LITTLE MIAMI)

Lamentations 3:22,23 “It is of the LORD's
mercies that we are not consumed, because his
compassions fail not. They are new every morn
ing: great is thy faithfulness."

Hello from Springfield. 

It's hard to believe that we are starting another

year. God is so good to his children, what an

awesome God we serve.

We appreciate Bro. Steve Wallace coming to

preach for us, he always brings a wonderful

message.

In November, we had our communion and

feetwashing service, it was a special blessing

for all of us.

In December, we enjoyed our Christmas

luncheon at Collier's Restaurant. It was a good

time of fellowship and good food.

We had two come and want to be baptized. A

father and his seven year old daughter made a

commitment to live their life for Jesus, the best

decision that anyone could ever make.

Wishing everyone a happy and healthy New

Year!

Charles Crider, Pastor

Kristen Lemaster, Reporter
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Bethlehem Without Pastor

Blackfork Without Pastor

Brookdale Without Pastor

Cornerstone Without Pastor

Eifort                           Without Pastor

Fairview Without Pastor

Faith Dale Channells

Germany Hollow

Interim Pastor Jared Klaiber

Hamilton Glades Bill Walk

Island Road Earl Coleman

Pastor
Changes

Church 
News



Katrina Polvinen

Morgan was born

July 9, 1948, into a

Finnish home in West

Paris, Maine. Her

father, Walter, was a

Maine woodsman and

mechanic. Her moth

er, Hilja, was an

Emergency Room

nurse. Katrina was one of seven children—

Natalie, Peter, Roger, Carilla, Carl, and Anna.

Katrina grew up in a Finnishspeaking

Congregational Church. During a campfire

service in summer camp on Cape Cod at age

nine, she trusted Jesus Christ as her Savior. She

began attending an Englishspeaking church

and was baptized in a nearby pond.

She and her husband, Rev. Robert Morgan were

married on August 28, 1976, in West Paris,

Maine. On August 28, 1977, the Morgans

moved to Greeneville, Tennessee, and served

Harris Memorial Church in Camp Creek until

called by The Donelson Fellowship near the end

of 1979—forty years ago.

As pastor’s wife, Katrina mentored other

women, led classes, cared for widows, taught

fifth grade girls, and was beside her husband in

all phases of career and marriage. 

Their greatest joy has been their three daugh

ters: Victoria, Hannah, and Grace—and now

their families. Katrina loved her girls, her six

teen grandchildren, and her great grandson. In

1990, the Morgans moved into their home on

Pennington Bend in Nashville, and that same

year Katrina was diagnosed with Multiple

Sclerosis. Her symptoms showed up in the

1980s, so she battled MS for over thirty years. 

Katrina is survived by her husband, Robert.

Also by her beloved siblings mentioned above;

by daughters Victoria (Ethan), Hannah (Eric),

and Grace (Joshua); by her grandchildren:

Miranda, Jordan, Ally, Christiana (Dylan),

Chloe, Corinna, Cate, Lilly, Hope, Tyler, Elijah,

Ava, Audrey, Jude, Owen, and Liam; and by her

greatgrandson Clay.

A Memorial Service was held at The Donelson

Fellowship November 14th. 

Editor’s Note: Rev. Robert Morgan, a FWB pas
tor and well known author preached at the Ohio
Men’s Retreat in 2012.

Christopher J.

Webb, age 58, died

December 6th at

Kindred Hospital,

Lima, Ohio. He was

born on February 13,

1961 to Rev. Eugene

and Carolyn

(Yoxsimer) Webb.  His

father preceded him in

death and his mother,

Carolyn Webb survives in Dola.

Christopher worked as a fork lift driver for

Cooper Tire in Findlay. 

Also surviving are his two sons: Bart Webb of

Findlay and Christopher (Delana Bradbury)

Webb of Kenton; a granddaughter, Lillith

Webb; significant other, Karen Marling of Dola

and her children: Jennifer Marling and Gary

Brace; three brothers: Rev. Donald (Rose)

Webb of Alger, Brian (Amy) Webb of Kenton

and Dan (Kate) Elwood of Clyde; a sister,

Loraine (Victor) Flower of Columbus; and

many nieces, nephews and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his son, Patrick

Webb.

A celebration of life was held December 11th

at HansonNeely Funeral Home, Ada. 

Harold Doug Fitch,

73 of Springfield, went

home to be with the

Lord, December 13th

due to the result of an

automobile accident.

He was born

December 23, 1945 in

Thealka, KY the son of

the late Harold and

Lillie Mae (Castle)

Fitch. 

Harold was a member of the Forest Valley

FWB Church and was a deacon at the church for

many years. He was a lifetime Wildcat fan,

pickle ball Sr. Olympian, chair volleyball, dedi

cated to his yard work and an avid tennis play

er and longtime tennis coach for Greenon High

School. Harold loved spending time with his

grandchildren, especially his forever buddy,

Olivia. 

Harold is survived by his loving wife of 56

years, Mary Rose (Simpson) Fitch; his children,

Lisa Ann Lambert and Craig (Deanna) Fitch;

his grandchildren whom he adored, Julie (Mike)

Morgan, Austin Fitch, Kassie Lambert and

Madison Fitch; his great grandchildren, Olivia

Grace and Chloe; his siblings, Hobert Fitch,

Helen Webb and Terrie (Rob) McHenry; as well

as 10 nieces and nephews and host of friends. 

He is preceded in death by his parents and a

sister, Faye Meade. 

A funeral service to celebrate Harold's life was

held December 17th at the Forest Valley Church

with Pastor Del Wallace and Pastor Steve

Wallace officiating. A graveside service was

held December 18th  at Highland Memorial

Cemetery, Staffordsville, KY. 

Naomi Ruth Nabors,

age 88 of Dayton,

peacefully made her

glorious journey into

the arms of Jesus on

Wednesday, December

18th. She was born in

Cookeville, TN to the

late Hartford and Della

Gilliam. She is preced

ed in death by her husband Hershel, siblings

Geneva, Charles and Jess, brotherinlaw

Arnold, and Dee Dee Nabors. She is survived

by her children Cliff (Laura) Nabors and Diane

(Tom) Pridmore, grandchildren Shannon

Nabors, Aaron (Jen) Chaney, Troy (Maia)

Nabors, Chad (Adriana) Nabors, and April

(Bryan) Davidson, greatgrandchildren Thor,

Emma, Aralynn, Kendall, Kyra, Caimen, Jaxon,

Madden, Maverick, Stanton, and Maylin, sister

LouEllen, sistersinlaw MaryLou, Jean, Aline,

and Glenda, and many much loved nieces,

nephews, and friends. She had been a seam

stress at Hall Cleaners. 

Naomi accepted the Lord at a very young age

and faithfully served Him. She was a 66 year

member of First Dayton FWB Church where

she taught Sunday school, prominent member

of the women’s group, and a mentor to many

members of the church. She had passion for

reaching out to people through her cooking. 

Funeral services were held December 23rd

with Pastor Gary Farris and Pastor Mark Long

officiating. 

Rev. Arvid Lee

Mullins age 94 of

Marion went to be

with his Lord and

Savior December

25th. He was born

June 15, 1925 in

Clintwood, VA., to

the late Dock Patton

and Pearlie (Cumbo)

Mullins. On April 15, 1946 he married Lois Ann

(Smith) Mullins. 

Lee was a U.S. Army Veteran serving during

WWII. He was ordained as a Free Will Baptist

minister in Dixon County Virginia. He attended

the First Marion FWB Church. For 55 years he

served at various churches lastly at Good Faith

Baptist Church where he was the CoFounder of

the church.

He is survived by his wife Lois Ann Mullins of

Marion, his two daughters, Sharon (Timothy)

Anthony of Marion and Karen (Mark) Shriver

of Cheyenne, WY., two sisters, Ella Faye

Puckett and Greta Rank both of Clintonwood,

VA., five grandchildren, Vicki Anthony, Jeff

(Heather) Anthony, Brice Shriver, Mandy

(Nick) Pospischil, Matthew (Carina) Shriver,

eight great grandchildren, Megan (Eric),

Colton, AlexAndrea, Cayden, Ashlynn, Kaelyn,

Jackson and Madeline, three great great grand

children, Aaron, Caige and Calista. Lee was

preceded in death by three brothers and three

sisters.

Services were held December 30th in Marion,

with Pastor Barkley Slone officiating

Dottie Lou Ball,

wife of Newark FWB

Deacon Roger Ball

passed away at her

residence December

15th at the age of 77.

She was born in

Ashland, Kentucky

on December 3, 1942

to the late Morton

and Rhoda

(McDowell) Blevins.

Dottie was a devoted homemaker to her family.

She also worked at Sears for many years.  She

enjoyed knitting, crocheting, coloring and

crossword puzzles.  Most important was the

time she spent with her loving family.

Survivors include her husband of 35 years,

Roger V. Ball, whom she married August 11,

1984; daughter, Tabitha (Rick) Inscho

Cunnningham; step son, Roger (Lisa) Ball, Jr.;

grandchildren, Megan Morrow and Caleb Ball;

great grandson, Jaxon Clark; brothers, Hershel

Blevins and Frank (Teresa) Blevins; sisters,

Maxie Blackburn and Linda (Darrell) Trimble;

and numerous nieces, nephews, cousins and

friends. 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in

death by brothers, Bob Blevins, Truman

Blevins; and sisters, Goldie Blevins and Janice

Vinson.

Funeral service celebrating the life of Dottie

Ball was held December 19th with Pastor

Matthew Bryant officiating.
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Condolences

Attention: Ambassador Reporters

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE!

The deadline for the 
March-April Issue will be 

Noon, March 1st

SOUTHCENTRAL CONFERENCE 

CLERK JAMES HENDERSON 

RETIRES AFTER 40 YEARS OF SERVICE

Saturday, November

9th the SouthCentral

Conference honored

McArthur FWB Pastor

Rev. Jim Henderson

as he retired from the

office of clerk after 40

years of service.  The

meeting was held at the

Puritan FWB Church

were Brother Jamie

Fortner is pastor.

On behalf of the SouthCentral Conference, Ohio Executive Secretary Edwin Hayes

presented Brother Jim with a plaque in commeration of his longtime service to the con

ference.  The conference also presented Brother Henderson and his wife Brenda a night

in Amish Country which included a stay at the Carlisle Inn and admission to a night at

the Amish Theature.

Woodlawn Pastor Bert Alsept was elected to replace Brother Jim as clerk of the con

ference.



OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 6

Available

The following singers and singing groups are available to come and
sing in your church for revivals or special services.

Baldwin Family Bluegrass Singers, Rosedale,  Call Chuck Baldwin (937) 926-3177
Baldwin777@roadrunner.com
Born Again Gospel Singers, Harry or Irene Litton (740) 927-5319
Covered By Love, South Webster, Call Rhonda Smith 740/961-3412 or 740/961-3413
www.coveredbyloveonline.com
Cross Pointe Trio, Lancaster, Call Bill Pitts (740) 438-7750 wpitts@columbus.rr.com
www.crosspointetrio.com
David Giddens, Marysville, (937) 642-2121   jgiddens@urec.net
Day 3, Scott & Sheri Noel (740) 574-6635  sdnoel07@yahoo.com
Enabling Grace, Woodstock, (Country and Bluegrass Gospel) (937) 717-8783
Faith Gospel & Contemporary Christian Music, Sidney, Call Pam Moorman (937)
492-1059  ladypam@bright.net
Faith in Action, Marion, Call Marjorie Abrams at (740) 383-5405 or Pleasant Hill
FWB, (740) 363-5295  Attention: Marjorie Abrams or Bob Chaffin or email
songlady_99@yahoo.com
God's Ambassadors, Gahanna, Call Judy Spires (614) 475-4689
Gospel Ambassadors, Rittman, Call Greg Marcum (330) 927-9057 
Ethan Hutchinson, Somerset, (740) 892-4001 
www.ethanhutchinsonofficial.com/fr_home.cfm
Jerry Branscomb, Chillicothe, (740) 637-1228
Justifyed, Lancaster, 43130 (614) 271-4599 robertk14@mail.com
Facebook under group name: Justifyed
Just Forgiven Singing Ministries, Dayton, (Southern Gospel) (937) 280-3840 
or (614) 309-2512
Headed Home-Singing For The Lord, Oak Hill, Call Jim Evans (740) 682-6109 or
Robert Gamble (740) 682-0042
Lord Willing, Wellston, (740) 395-7728 lovdaisynewf@gmail.com
Mike Blanton & Evidence, Grove City, (614) 871-2795
Mike Kisling, Hillsboro, (937) 393-2084
Nina Nash, Leesburg, (Southern Gospel Sound Tracks) (937) 780-6865
gnash2@cinci.rr.com
New Covenant Trio, Columbus, Call Gary Preston (614) 774-3109 or (614) 774-3039
gppreston@columbus.rr.com
Ounce of  Hope, Delaware, (Southern Gospel) (740) 363-4576
Paul James Sound, Columbus, (614) 668-8916 paul@pauljamessound.com
www.pauljamessound.com
Ruth Hammond, Grove City, (614) 440-0694  ruthandkevin77@gmail.com
Rowena and George Walker, Dayton, (937) 258-8317
Steve Russell, Marengo, (740) 972-6729  steverussell@muscian.net
Steve Fyffe, Xenia, (937) 374-9032  stv4314@aol.com
Sword Family, Middleburg Heights, (440) 747-7436.
Terry Collins & Victory, Hillsboro, (937) 840-9808
The Castle/Maxwell Project, Grove City, Call Dan Castle 614/746-4982 
or email castle.maxwell.project@gmail.com
The Blankenship Family, Mount Sterling, (740) 869-2423 
The Family of  God, Logan, Call Steve E. Goss (740) 603-1583
The Hambys, Dublin, (Southern Gospel) (614) 873-1215
The Spiritual Echoes, Circleville, Call Rick Moore (614) 595-9776 or Delores Moore
(614) 491-9502
Violet Maynard Family, (614) 496-1618, violetmaynard@yahoo.com
www.violetmaynard.com.
Undivided, Grove City, Call Mike or Sheri France (614) 352-3368
Undivided96@aol.com

If  you would like your group to be included, please send me your group
name, what local FWB Church you are a member of, your address, and

phone number and I will add you the list in the next issue of  the
Ambassador. 

Free Will Baptist   
Singing Groups

Happy New Year from the OYC

Board! We are here to serve the State

of Ohio’s youth and youth leaders.

Don’t forget that OYC is on Instagram

(ohioyouthconference) and our gmail

address is

OhioYouthConference@gmail.com.

Our hope is that these tools, along

with our Facebook page and

Ambassador articles, will help keep

everyone informed about what we

have planned for our state.

February 2 – Ohio Youth Sunday. We hope you will use this Sunday to feature your

youth ministry in the life of your church and consider receiving a special offering for

OYC to help us continue to provide our state activities and scholarship opportunities.

March 13  Entry deadline for the 2020 Ohio CTS Ministry Expo.

Mail entries:

Deanna Price

2710 Dogwood Ridge Road 

Wheelersburg, Ohio 45694

email entries: deanna.price@roadrunner.com

April 4  Plan on joining us at

Heritage Free Will Baptist Church

for the 2020 Ohio CTS Ministry

Expo as we prepare for the 2020

Vertical III Conference to be held in

Oklahoma City. Entry deadline for the

2019 Ohio CTS Ministry Expo is

March 13. Checkin will open at 9:00

am, with competition beginning at 10:00 am. Please make sure you are preparing using

the 20202021 Guidelines available from Randall House. Lunch will be provided.  The

2020 V3 Theme: Resolved (Daniel 1:8)

June 1  Ohio Youth Conference Free Will Baptist College Scholarship deadline.

Ohio students who have competed at the state level in age category D and are enrolled

in a Free Will Baptist college are eligible to apply for up to $1,000 in scholarship

money.  Details are on the application form.  The winner(s) will be announced at the

state meeting later in June.

June 26 – We are looking forward to another great State Meeting and our Friday 7

pm youth service and activities to follow.  Eddy and Amanda Simmons, International

Missionaries, will be with us as our special speakers.  Following our service, we will

have pizza and lots of fun, until midnight.  Make plans now to join us for a great time

of worship and fellowship.

July 1922 –National Association of Free Will Baptists and the Vertical III

Conference  Oklahoma City.  

Please do not hesitate to contact any board member with questions or concerns.  We are

here to serve you!



SOUTHWEST (CAPITAL CITY)

We send greetings trusting God is blessing our

churches in their effort for Him. He truly has

blessed us with another wonderful year serving

Him.

November 10th we honored our military veter

ans during our morning service and then con

cluded the day with a gospel singing by the

Needhams.

The Capital City Conference was such a bless

ing with great singing by Paul James Sound

and preaching by Tim Boyd. A wonderful meal

was provided by the Rosedale Church following

the conference.  

We closed the month with our annual com

munion and feetwashing service Sunday

evening,  November 24th 

December was a special month with the

Christmas dinners and the our youth put on a

program that was amazing telling the story of

Jesus.

We look forward to the New Year with what

God has in store for us. George Holley will be

preaching for us SundayWednesday, January 5

8th during our New Year’s Revival. We close

the month with the Ohio Men’s Retreat, January

2325th. 

Pastor John will be celebrating 32 years as our

pastor during the month of February. God has

richly blessed his ministry here at Southwest

and we look forward to his leadership as we

“Continue on the Move” for Christ.

John Meade, Pastor

Anita Stanton, Reporter

HILLSBORO (CORNERSTONE)

Greetings and a Happy New Year from all of

us at the Hillsboro FWB Church. We pray that

all of you have had a wonderful holiday, and

thank the Lord for the reason behind the season.

The church celebrated His birthday with a

party during our Sunday School hour on the

22nd. Owen Ryan, one of our youth, brought us

the Christmas story from the Bible. He did a

wonderful presentation and is a real blessing to

us all. 

We will be having a revival in January on the

57th. Brothers Garett Fitch, Brian Baer and

Calvin Ray Evans will be bringing us the word

of God. 

Remember Jamie White and Sharon Gilbert in

your prayers as these sisters in Christ have been

going through some serious illness. 

We send our prayers to all of you for a glori

ous and prosperous 2020. God bless you all.

Richard Burns, Pastor

Douglas Nunn, Reporter

SAMANTHA (FRANKLIN)

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth
peace and goodwill to all men.”

By God’s grace and mercy, greetings and a

most blessed 2020 from Samantha FWBC. We

are continually being blessed by God because of

his love. 

Our church activities were as follows: our men

and women held their prayer breakfasts in

November and December. We were blessed to

have Wade Spencer singing in concert on

November 24th. His spiritfilled singing always

leaves us feeling blessed. 

We were touched with sadness due to the pass

ing of three of our members. Carmon

Huddleston, Gene Fawley, and Ronald Purdom.

Our ladies once again baked various cookies to

be taken to our shutin members. 

On December 14th Pastor Wiley Perkins,

Packy Gibson and Asst. Pastor Roger Marsh,

along with Jeff and Megan Blevins and Don and

Wanda Sheeley attended Franklin Conference at

Reynoldsburg FWB. While there, after business

was completed the youth entertained those in

attendance with a play. After the play was over

a delicious meal was prepared and served by the

members and enjoyed in fellowship. Samantha

FWB will be hosting the next conference in

2020 being in God’s will. 

December 22nd our Christmas programs were

held, the youth program in the morning and the

adults in the evening the theme being about

Christ’s birth and the real reason for the season.

December 29th Kevin Spencer returned to

render us a concert of his gospel songs. 

We’re trusting God will allow and bless.

Believing, trusting and expecting greater bless

ings in the New Year for all of God’s people,

because the God we serve is an awesome God!

Peace, joy and love. 

Wiley B Perkins, Pastor 

Eleanor L. Cumberland, Reporter 

ANTIOCH (PINE CREEK)

Antioch FWB Church

held its annual Christmas

party on December 20th,

with its first annual Ugly

Sweater Contest. The

waitress staff at Golden

Corral, Ashland KY,

voted on this year’s win

ner. Congratulations to

Bonnie DeLong for

being 2019’s Ugly

Sweater Champion! 

Antioch FWB will be having a winter revival

February 1721st, 7:00 pm nightly. Brother

Tim Case will be preaching each night. Kyle

and Brittany Shaeffer will be singing the 17th

and 18th. Garett and Kailee Fitch will be

singing the 19th. The Bakers will be singing

the 2021st.

Rick Henderson, Pastor

Ben Lauderback, Reporter

COLUMBUS FIRST (FRANKLIN)

Greetings to all our brothers and sisters in

Christ. We are thankful for all the blessings we

have experienced lately, as we continue to grow

in the Lord and build relationships within our

community.  

This past summer we were delighted to host

three outdoor cookout events and two movie

nights for the local families in our neighbor

hood of Minerva Park. We were able to make

many connections with the children and parents

in our community that we pray have left a last

ing and positive impact. 

Over the holidays, we were visited by the

singing group, the Pearly Gates, on December

1st, who shared their family ministry with us.

Gospel Artist, Jimmy Dooley, also returned to

sing for us this year, giving a Sunday night con

cert on December 22nd. This concert was well

supported by our sister churches, families, and

friends, as we were all reminded of the true rea

son for the Christmas season. 

We have also enjoyed a blossoming relation

ship with our local Drug Rehab facility. We are

blessed to have seen two souls saved and one

rededicated to the Lord during this time! 

We are encouraged by the spiritual growth of

our people, as we see the Lord working in our

church. We are grateful for all the support and

prayers of fellow Christians. We hope this year

has found you all seeing growth in your own

congregations, as well.   May the Lord bless

each one as you work for Him.

Justin Feight, Pastor

Allison Feight, Reporter

WELLINGTON (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Well here we are, Christmas is over, hope

everyone had a blessed one. Our Christmas din

ner was very good with lots of yummy food. We

had a good crowd. The children sang for us,they

did a good job. Mark Allen Chapman said he

had a tough job following the kids singing, but

he was wonderful as usual.

God has blessed our church so much. It's

growing, more people are hearing the word of

God being preached by our wonderful pastor,

Willy Bias.

When you read this, it'll be a new year. Pray all

our churches will see souls saved, that's the

most important job of all.

From our church to yours I hope everyone has

a fantastic and blessed New Year. 

Love and prayers. 

Willie Bias, Pastor

Marilyn Thompson, Reporter

OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 7



OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 8

Available

The following ministers are available to fill the pulpit for pastors 
who have to be away from their church.  Many are 

interested in conducting revivals as well.

Bill Alford, Strongsville, Oh                   (440) 572-1614
Lee Aldridge, Londonderry, Oh (740) 887-4065
Anthony “Tony” W. Blackburn, Mechanicsburg, Oh                    (614) 623-0031
Mike Blanton, Grove City, Oh                      (614) 871-2795
Larry Brown, London, Oh  (740) 852-0586
Chad Booth, Ashland, Oh (330) 715-8403
Ron Brown, Hillsboro, Oh                        (937) 402-4452
Roger Childers, W Liberty, Oh (937) 869-4890
Steven Conn, Hayesville, Oh (419) 651-9639
Andrew Cordell, Marysville, Oh (937) 215-4037
Roger Crusie, Greenfield, Oh                (937) 981-3529
Mike Daniel, Englewood, Oh (937) 836-0540
Martin Denes, Chillicothe, Oh (740) 701-2124 
Luther Dingess, Fort Gay, WV         (304) 648-5901
Freddy Dutton, Columbus, Oh                  (614) 276-0200
Michael Ellis, Columbus, Oh (614) 917-7309
James England, Columbus Oh             (614) 846-6654
Packy Gibson, Hillsboro, Oh                   (937) 393-2730
Randy Hall, Hillsboro, Oh             (937) 365-1657
Edwin Hayes, Reynoldsburg, Oh        (614) 751-1190
Carl Jenkins, Cleveland, Oh          (216) 351-2475
James Johnson, Rittman, Oh              (330) 331-6088
Jason Jones, Marysville, Oh     (937) 241-1622
William Jones, Marysville, Oh             (937) 594-1331
Paul Keener, Westerville, Oh             (614) 891-4382
Robert Legg, Dayton, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep) (937) 648-9600
Alton Loveless, Columbus, Oh               (573) 330-7728
Rodger Marsh, Leesburg, Oh (937) 661-1169
Wayne Mays, Hilliard, Oh                   (614) 607-0634
Tom Murphy, Commercial Pt, Oh        (614) 218-5435
Robert Prichard, Cleveland, Oh (216) 347-1559
Freddie Ray, Omstead Falls, Oh (216) 355-2137 
Tom Spradlin, Portsmouth, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep)               (740) 776-6677
Lowell Spencer, Ontario, Oh (419) 545-2449
Russell Street, London, Oh (614) 440-0045
Alex Stevens, Greenup, KY         (606) 473-5417
Talo Teo, Zanesville, Oh                      (740) 487-5735
Bill Turner, Carlisle, Oh                      (513) 746-5866
Tim Updike, Wellston, Oh                            (740) 384-3277
Josh Young, South Solon, Oh                   (937) 829-1723

Visit
us on the web

www.OhioFWB.org
or our Facebook Page FWB Ministers

Travis McKenzie, Ohio Home

Missionary to Ashland, Ohio

Our 2020 vision!

As we enter into a new decade, 2020 holds many unfore

seen opportunities. As I think about the year 2020, my

mind automatically thinks “vision.” As we approach this

new year, I find myself thinking about the vision for the

future of Compassion Church. This year, we hope to expand and refine the ministry of

Compassion all at the same time. I believe our vision for the coming year can’t simply

be a statement that says, “We want to reach more people for Christ!” That should

always be our goal! When I think about the great commission Jesus delivered to the

Apostles on a number of occasions throughout the gospels, I can’t help but notice a

process to His vision for their spiritual growth and development. With this concept in

the forefront of my mind, I began to pray about the 2020 vision for Compassion

Church and I am excited to share it with you. In 2020, Compassion Church is devoted

to “LEADING TO…”, “LOVING AS…” and “LIVING FOR…” “CHRIST!” When

you think about this discipleship process, it lines up with what Jesus accomplished in

the lives of those He reached. 

First, there’s “leading others to Christ.” This is was what happened constantly in the

earthly ministry of Jesus. My mind goes back to John 1:46 when Philip finds Nathanael

and urges him to “Come and see!” Or perhaps the woman at the well in John 4:29 who

told those of her city, “Come and see…” The hearts of those who realized who Jesus

really is, compelled them to bring others into a relationship with Him. In much the

same way, our first priority, as a congregation, must be leading others to Christ!

Whether it’s a simple invitation to a worship service, or even leading an individual into

a personal relationship with Jesus. This is our whole reason for existing as a body of

believers and we must never forget it! But this is only the beginning…

Secondly, our vision for 2020 involves “loving others as Christ loved others.” This

thought from John 13:34, 35 is how we desire to grow closer to each other in the body

of Christ. Jesus performed this by spending time with His disciples regularly, pouring

Himself into their lives. The early church continued this practice in Acts 2:42, when

those who trusted Christ came together in devotion to the Apostle’s teaching for the

breaking of bread and prayers. Our 2020 vision is to expand our small group ministry

with the vision of Loving others as Christ loved others. This is a selfless love that

desires others to grow in their personal relationship with Christ!

Finally, the 2020 vision for Compassion Church involves us living for Christ! This is

a servant mentality. If we have trusted Christ and are actively loving others as Christ,

our lives are not our own. We must live for Christ! This idea comes from the many

“acts” the church in the book of Acts performed that showed others they were not liv

ing for themselves, but for the Lord! This portion of our 2020 vision will be our com

munity outreach ministry. Our prayer is that as we actively live for Christ in our com

munity, the congregation of Compassion Church will grow in their faith. Our prayer is

that as others see this loving act, they will be compelled to come and be a part of the

2020 vision of Compassion Church! 

I want to thank all of you who have enabled us to serve the Lord through the ministry

of Compassion Church in Ashland, Ohio. Your continued prayers and financial part

nerships have made it possible for us to have a 2020 vision.  

As I close, allow me to challenge you at the beginning of this new year. What is your

vision? Are you looking into 2020 with a desire to lead others to Christ while you love

others as Christ, which is seen in how you live for Christ? That is something only you

can answer.  My prayer is that your vision for 2020 is clearly Christcentered. God

bless and happy New Year!

In Christ’s service,

Travis McKenzie



FIVE BAPTIZED
As you look at these pictures you see five indi

viduals who were recently baptized. Four of

these five people have given their hearts to

Jesus as a result of the ministry of Flagship

FWB Church...the church that YOU have

prayed for and given to faithfully over the last

seven years. Dozens and dozens of souls have

been saved and lives have been touched through

the ministry you have helped support. Once

again I want to say THANK YOU! Although

these words cannot adequately convey my

appreciation for all that you have done, I say

them nonetheless.

Before I baptized him, Louis (pictured bottom

right) shared his testimony and praised God that

he’s not the man he used to be. He shared how

God delivered him from a life of gangs, drugs

and running prostitutes. Even though both of his

parents were addicted to heroin and he was

homeless much of his life, God’s grace

redeemed him and has given him a new life.

Please pray for Louis, Reveca, Kimberly and

Kiomaries as they grow in their faith and love

for the Lord Jesus. We are excited about their

love for the Lord and their desire to serve Him

in and through His church.

Please also pray for Courtney (in first picture)

who was also recently baptized. Courtney has

some learning disabilities and other challenges,

but she is faithful to attend our services. We

hope to be able to effectively disciple her in the

months and years to come!

GOD IS USING YOU TO MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE HERE! 

GERMANY HOLLOW (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Germany Hollow FWB.

Several things have taken place here at

Germany Hollow. We elected Jared Klaiber as

interim pastor. We wish to welcome him and his

wife Kristen to our church. This will be Jared’s

first pastorate. 

We had a wonderful revival with many great

messages brought to us by Mike Hambert.

Several individuals and groups sang including

Trevor Carver, Jenny LaBrun, the Ruggles

from Ky and Adam Holt. Several went forward

for prayer and one young lady was saved which

made it a great success. 

Nov. 10th we had singing by Covered By

Love and an awesome message from Ethan

Smith. He is a wonderful young preacher and

we are sure God will use him for great things.

Another young man we are sure God will use

mightily is Markus Hagen who sang and also

brought us an awesome message. 

We hosted a baby shower for Josh and Jesse

Maggard.  On Old Fashioned Day Bro. Jim

Creamens preached. We had many wonderful

singers and then great food. The Thanksgiving

candlelight service is always a moving service.

We took part in a combined service

Thanksgiving eve hosted by Frederick FWB.

There were people from 6 or 8 churches present. 

We packed 41 Operation Christmas Child

boxes. Our Christmas dinner was great. Good

food is never a problem at Germany Hollow. We

thank Lacey Bame and Ciara Jones for organiz

ing the party. Frederick FWB and Germany

Hollow FWB combined Dec. 18th to deliver

fruit baskets and carol to our shut ins. 

Finally, we are having the final work done on

our new fellowship hall, adding entries / porch

es and pouring handicapped ramp and side

walks. God has truly blessed us by doing this all

debt free as we could. We certainly have been

putting it to good use already. 

Until next time may, God bless you.

Jared Klaiber, Interim Pastor

Carolyn Crall, Reporter

DOGWOOD RIDGE (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Dogwood Ridge FWB Church. 

I hope all is well with everyone.

On October 20th we had Pastor Appreciation.

We love and appreciate our pastor and family so

much for all they do for our church.

Our youth collected over 400 non perishable

food items for Children’s Services in

November. We are so proud of them.

On November 27th we had our candlelight

service. It is always a great service.

Our Christmas dinner was held December 1st.

On December 14th we went caroling to the

shutins in our community. Our Christmas play

was held on December 15th in the morning and

evening services.

Hope that you all had a Merry Christmas and a

Happy New Year! May God bless you all abun

dantly.

Jeremy Moore, Pastor

Juanita Leesburg, Reporter

HERITAGE (CAPITAL CITY)

Happy New Year from Heritage! We have

enjoyed a wonderful Christmas season at our

Church.

Our Thanksgiving was very special!  It was a

privilege to be a part of another community

Thanksgiving Service.  This year Heritage host

ed as several area churches came together to

worship.  It was great to see the churches praise

and worship the one true God.

December was full of fun activities.  The

Heritage Golden Seniors had a wonderful

Christmas luncheon.  The teen group enjoyed a

scavenger hunt and our Kidsquest had a fun

birthday party for Jesus with cupcakes and treat

bags!  One Wednesday evening several from the

church went caroling at Scioto Community and

then returned to warm up with hot chocolate

and cookies. 

We had our Christmas candlelight service and

what a beautiful service it was! The choir sang

and did a fantastic job.

Upward Basketball will begin soon!  We are

looking forward to another great season!

As we look forward to the New Year we are

excited about what God has in store for us! It is

our goal for 2020 to be “Clearly Committed for
Christ!”

This year (January 13th) Pastor Tim will cele

brate 40 years as an ordained Free Will Baptist

Minister and complete 20 years of ministry at

Heritage.  Please keep our pastor in your

prayers.

Keep praying and working for souls to be

added to the kingdom of God!

Tim W. Stout, Pastor

Stephanie Wolfe, Reporter

PURITAN (SOUTH CENTRAL)

Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ.

This report brings hope that everyone had a

blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year! The

last few months our church has being busy

praising and thanking our Lord and Savior for

His many blessings and for sending His Son on

the most special day so we may celebrate His

birth!

We celebrated the Thanksgiving and

Christmas holiday with a special service with

Edwin Hayes preaching and Covered by Love

singing followed by dinner with a time of fel

lowship. The youth group went caroling at the

nursing home.

Christmas songs and our Christmas program

was a great time as our youth did a great job in

their play and songs they sang. We finished the

year with our night watch service with Bro.

Ronnie Warrens preaching and praying as the

old year left and 2020 came!

Continue to remember those in our church

fighting cancer, recovering from surgery, and

those not able to get out to come. Continue to

lift up our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in

praise and honor!

Blessings to you.

Jamie Fortner, Pastor

Rhonda Fortner, Reporter

REYNOLDSBURG (FRANKLIN) 

Hard to believe we are starting a New Year.

Christmas was full of praising our Savior, par

ties, the Christmas Play, caroling, painting and

spending precious time with family and friends.

Shutins in our church family received cards

and visits.  The Franklin Conference Youth

night and Saturday morning meeting took place

at our church on December 14th.  The WAC and

seniors also met for their Christmas parties. Our

children and teens performed an encore of the

Christmas play for the pastors and delegates at

the conference.  Continue to pray for the

unsaved who attended the Christmas plays at all

churches.  Special thanks to all the leaders,

members and other volunteers this Christmas

Season.  

RFWB had a table at Christmas on the Town

for Reynoldsburg residents. This was another

opportunity to spread the love of God to our

community and reach the unsaved for Christ.  

Do not let the long winter evenings dim your

joy for Christ during this coming winter.  Stay

in prayer, study, attend Sunday School/Church

and invite your friends and neighbors.  Make

2020 our most Christcentered year yet!         

Jerry Sargent, Pastor

Kim Wiley, Reporter

OHIOAMBASSADOR                                                                                                                                 PAGE 9

Daryl Grimes
Family

Missionaries to 
Erie, PA

How to Become a
Financial Partner

*Call (740) 352-3510 and I can
guide you through the process

*Visit www.homemissions.net
and click on “Automatic

Withdrawal” and follow the on
screen prompts

*E-mail me at
alightinerie@gmail.com

*Please contact Home Missions
if you need a new envelope.

Building Fund Update

$149,685.88 
is currently in our Building Fund!

Thanks for your faithfulness in

giving and praying about our

building situation!



Thanks to
all our

churches,
conferences

and 
individuals
who support

the
Ambassador

Magazine
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FREDDY DUTTON MINISTRIES
“Holding Forth The Word of Life”

1700 Hale Court
Columbus, Ohio 43228

614/276-0200 or 614/738-0683
email: Reverenddutton@aol.com

Happy New Year to all of our friends!  God has given us another year with a clean slate to do what

we can and will for His glory!  We thank Him for another year and ask what we can do for our serv

ice to Him!  We pray that this will be a tremendous year for our Free Will Baptist Churches here

in Ohio.  May this year be the year that brings revival to our land and country!

We were privileged to be with several churches before the "2019" ended.  I preached at the Central

Ohio Conference at the Redeemer FWB Church in London.  It was a blessed time to be with the

Central Ohio Churches!  I preached the homecoming service for the Vans Valley Community

Church in Sunbury, and thoroughly enjoyed our time of fellowship and the special meal we shared

following the service.  I preached the Veterans Day Service at the Marysville FWB Church with a

meal following the service.  It is always a special time to reunite with my fellow Vietnam Comrades

at this service. We traveled to the McGuffey FWB Church and we enjoyed a wonderful time in the

Lord!  We were also privileged to preach and minister at the Wonderland Community Church,

Rosedale FWB Church, and the Woodstock FWB Church.  God has blessed us to travel and min

ister in these churches and we thank Him and praise Him for allowing us to travel to these church

es and be with all these special saints of God.

Since receiving the Parkinson's Disease diagnosis in 2018, things are continuing to change phys

ically and emotionally for me.  The symptoms are becoming more visible and distinct.  This dis

ease is very debilitating and affecting everything with daily living.  I am experiencing visible motor

skills, slowing of thought processing and very poor stamina.   The constant tremors causes extreme

body fatigue.  I am discovering that plans may shift and need to be changed throughout the day and

that not every day is the same for the symptoms.

Please pray for Terry and me as we adjust to this new normal for our lives.  We have tentative

appointments set up for "2020"; however, at this time, we are taking this phase of life a week and

month at a time.  Under the present circumstances, we do not know if we can continue to travel.

God is in control and we completely and fully trust Him with our lives and future.

We appreciate everyone that cares and understands our situation.  Please pray for us!  We love

you and are so thankful for your love in return to us! 

For Revivals, Conferences, Homecoming and other special services,
please contact me at the above address.

We couldn’t do it
without you!

Registration Now Open!

From your staff at the Ohio State
Association Office and the

Ambassador Bookstore!



State
Missions
Offering
March 1st 

2020
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Help Build New Ohio
Free Will Baptist

Churches!

Are you receiving the

If you like to begin receiving all the Ohio FWB News, just send your
email address to 

ehayes@ambassadorbible.com



SCIOTODALE (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Sciotodale FWB and we hope

everyone had a Merry Christmas.

God is moving and blessing our church. We

give praise to the Lord for 5 souls saved and

baptized!

November began with a surprise 50th Birthday

Party for our Pastor Aaron Reed. Everyone

enjoyed food and cake in celebration. Also in

November we honored those who have served

in our United States Armed Forces. We began

encouraging all to fill shoe boxes for Operation

Christmas Child with a goal of 50 boxes. Nov

24th was our Mission North America offering to

support spreading the Gospel and building

churches in North America.

Dec. 1st was the kickoff of the Gospel of

Luke Christmas Challenge. This was a commit

ment to read one chapter each day and finishing

on Christmas Eve.

Our Adult Christmas Dinner was on Sat., Dec.

7th.  Dustin Jenkins performed a special

Christmas Concert and was followed by the din

ner and a passing gift. This was a great time for

all. The next morning, Dustin Jenkins sang and

preached. It was a fantastic service.

Our Christmas caroling is always a blessing,

ministering to our shutins. It was followed by a

party and gift exchange for the carolers.

The Christmas musical this year was “Breath of

Heaven.” It celebrated the true reason for

Christmas and highlighted the obedience of

Mary and Joseph to the calling God placed on

their lives.  The choir did a fantastic job and it

was a blessing to all.

The Christmas Eve candlelight service was

well attended and a beautiful service. This serv

ice helps us focus on the love and grace of God

displayed in the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ.

As 2019 comes to an end, our men are excited

ly preparing for the 2020 Ohio Men’s Retreat.

Happy New Year!

Aaron Reed, Pastor

Debbie Hawes, Reporter

BLACKFORK (LAWRENCE)

Greetings from Blackfork.

We hope you all had a very Merry Christmas

with family and friends. May God bless you all

with a happy New Year.

There’s been so much sickness with the elder

ly, young school children and babies. I know

they all would appreciate a little prayer.

We have been blessed at Blackfork with the

following preachers: Jeff Bond, Mike Bevins,

George Cade, Dale Henson, Steven Blagg,

Jimmy Cremeans Sr, Jimmy Lee Cremeans,

Billy McFann and Sheldon Wheeler. We love

and appreciate each and everyone of them. May

God continue to bless them all!

For Christmas at Blackford, everyone got a

nice Christmas treat and a homemade gift.

If you have no home church, we invite you to

come to Blackfork with Sunday School at

9:30am, Sunday evening at 6pm and

Wednesday evening at 7pm. You will be glad

you came.

Until next time, may God bless and keep you

all safe. 

Joyce Ann Kiser, Reporter

LOCKBOURNE (TRINITY)

Greetings from Lockbourne FWB Church.  We

have had some wonderful things happen since

our last report.  We’ve been enjoying some spir

itual services and we’re so happy to report that

the Lord recently saved eight people and four

people have been baptized.  We’ve been blessed

by the ministry of our pastor as well as guest

ministers Lance Stilling, Corey Carroll and

Edwin Hayes in November and December.

Our ladies’ fellowship had their annual

Christmas luncheon at Spaghetti Warehouse and

we had a fun time with our crazy sock gift

exchange.  It is a beautiful thing to share time

and fellowship with fellow believers.  More

wonderful fellowship took place at our church’s

annual Christmas luncheon and, of course, the

children especially enjoyed a special visitor

dressed in red.  We had a beautiful Christmas

play that allowed us to experience the true

meaning of Christmas through song and a reen

actment of the greatest story ever told, the birth

of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world.  It was

precious to watch everyone who participated as

they portrayed Jesus’s birth.  He is the reason

for this season and it is in Him we live and

move and have our being.

Please continue to pray for Betty and Clyde

Endicott on the loss of their grandson Payton,

Brother Fred Harris on the loss of his sisterin

law, Kathy and Brother Earl Sagraves, on the

loss of his sister, Ethel.  We thank God for His

many blessings in 2019 and ask for His guid

ance in 2020.  It is our prayer that we can be a

light to show lost souls the way. 

Leon Stevens, Pastor

Janelle Sagraves, Reporter

VICTORY FWB (CAPITAL CITY)

Jesus our Savior is born! 

The Capital City Conference was at Southwest

FWB Church November 16th. What a blessing

that was. On Wednesday December 11th we had

special singing from Tom Shelton. We had our

Christmas nursing home service December

17th. That was a blessing to go and give the

word and handed out gifts after. Our Christmas

dinner and dollar gift exchange was on

December 22nd . What a God we serve! We also

had a Christmas candlelight service on

December 25th. 

January 2325th is the Ohio Men's Retreat. 

Please remember the upcoming events, the

lost, homeless, the sick, and for those who have

lost loved ones. 

Michael Gillen, Pastor

James Cantrell,  Assistant Reporter

PINE CREEK (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Pine Creek FWB Church! 

We hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and

Happy New Year. 

Since  our last report we have been busy reach

ing the lost for Christ. Our youth group

although small in number (Total of three) is

happy to announce that they reached their goal

as mentioned in our last report, of reaching 200

souls by sharing God’s love in acts of kindness

by the end of 2019. The ending total was “284”.

Praise the good Lord for his help and our won

derful church family for their  support in

exceeding our goal. We shared God’s love in

Bible, toys, coats, fruit baskets, caroling, cards,

paying it forward, words, but most of all in

action. 

May you continue to pray for Pine Creek as we

continue to reach the lost one soul at a time.

Ronnie Massie, Pastor

Paula Friend, Reporter
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BOOKKEEPING
ACCOUNTING
NOTARY PUBLIC

M. J. LOWE’S
INCOME TAX SERVICE

3213 SOUTH HIGH STREET
COLUMBUS OHIO 43207

JIM & JEAN LOWE                         Phone 16144916280
OWNERS                                            FAX 16144914554

MJLOWE24@YAHOO.COM

HOLY GROUND FREE WILL BAPTIST YOUTH FOR CHRIST CAMP
Located at:  5150 RIBER RD, HILLSBORO, OHIO 45133

(Bldg- Worship, Devotions, Recreation, etc.)  (New Kitchen/Dining Hall Building)             (Completely new Kitchen facilities)

(Improved Pond facilities)

Newly built, fully furnished kitchen and dining area, as well as the huge pond is now available for swimming and pedal
boats!  A Pastor from a camp in 2012 was so impressed with our improvements in these areas that he said he wished

other FWB churches were aware of our new (Kitchen/Dining hall) and improved (the Pond) facilities. 

For leasing and information on the above camps call Larry Glenn (937) 478-3815, Donna Glenn (937) 475-2710, 
Rev. Steve Nickels (937) 478-1182,  Pastor Tim Hamilton (937) 559-1966

or Email us at timham@reagan.com.  

2020 Camps
(Dates to be Announced)

Sr. Co-ed Camp (Ages 13-20 boys/girls)       Jr. Boys Camp (Ages 8-13)      Jr. Girls Camp (Ages 8-13)

Please let us know if you would like to view a camp presentation.

A ministry of Northridge Free Will Baptist Church, 4800 Payne Ave, Dayton, OH 45414



FAITH (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Blessings and prayers from Faith.

"Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and
uphold me with thy free spirit." Psalms 51:12.

The Lord has been so good to us here at Faith.

We were saddened by the retirement of Pastor

Lester McMahan yet the Lord blessed us as

Brother Dale Channells accepted our request to

become our pastor.  Services here have been

spiritfilled.  December 6th was our annual

Christmas party and the hall was packed, so

many came and were blessed and uplifted.

We recently had our candlelight service and

nearly all in attendance gave their testimony for

the Lord in how He has blessed them and us.

Next year we'll bring more candles.

We just had a special fellowship for one of our

deacons, Brother James "Troy" Bryant for over

fifty years of service to the Lord.  The event was

a surprise and we thank God for servants like

Brother Troy. (This was also his 86th Birthday

celebration.)

Pastor Dale has been holding evening prayer

services for our youth and the church.  Be in

prayer as we ask God for revival for our teens

and children.

Dale Channells, Pastor

Jim Lee, Reporter

FOREST VALLEY (LITTLE MIAMI)

Greetings from Forest Valley FWB Church

October 27th, we had our first baptism in Mad

River.  One of our young ladies requested it. It

was a glorious sight.

November 15th, we had a wonderful turnout

for the gospel trio, Selah.  We sold 400 tickets

and our church was packed.  We also had about

200 cars to be parked.  With so many volunteers

within our church, everything ran smoothly.

They sounded great.

On a sad note, we have had seven deaths with

in our church this year and an adult daughter of

one of our members.  Barrett Fitzsimmons was

only nine and lost his three year battle to cancer,

Beverly Hogue (cancer), Jean Pelphrey, Shirley

Dean (complication from surgery), Dick and

Ava Eyler (cancer), and the tragic car wreck, on

December 13th, Harold Doug Fitch, just 10

days before he turned 74.  They are all in heav

en with our Lord, but please pray for all their

friends and family.

Keep praying for Rachel Burns. She is home

from teaching in western Africa for the holi

days, but she flew back January 4th.  God is

keeping her and those she works with.

We had a Christmas play Dec. 22 in the a.m.

service and we enjoyed our childrens choir, too.

The play was called Voices of Christmas.  There

were five long speaking parts.  Pastor Del was

the innkeeper, Larry Raugh was a shepherd,  Pat

Burns directed it and was King Herod, John

McCarty was a Maggi and Ryan Mitchell

McCarty was Joseph.  The men did a great job.

In the evening service we had Zach Wray. He

sang,  played  the  piano   and   ministered  to

us.  God has given him a  lot of talent.   If you

get a  chance to book him, you would enjoy

him.  

The Lore Family will be singing at our

church in our Sunday p.m. service on January

26th.  I love their singing and I'm sure you will

too.  Come out and enjoy them with us.

Del Wallace, Pastor

Jeanne Hauf, Reporter

GAHANNA (CORNERSTONE)

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2020! We are not only

starting a New Year but a new decade. Our

prayers are that we will see our family and

friends surrender their life to God.

November is the month of Thanksgiving. We

think of all the ways God has blessed us through

the years, with family, friends and most of all

His presence in our lives.

The ladies auxiliary filled Thanksgiving bas

kets with food for 18 families to enjoy

Thanksgiving dinner. These families also

received a Christmas basket. Fifty Two children

received Christmas gifts within those families.

The ladies auxiliary also prepared Christmas

dinner for the church on December 14th in the

fellowship hall. We celebrated the birth of our

Savior Jesus Christ.

We would like to thank Diane Mays for

preparing our Christmas program and celebrat

ing the real meaning of Christmas.  

Last but not least, we praise the Lord for

Wanda Frey and her son Jamison as they accept

ed Jesus as their savior and were baptized. Pray

for them that they will grow in their faith in

God.

Please remember our church family that are

sick and give special prayers for those in the

hospital.

Continue to remember the men and women in

service for our country. 

Curtis Booth, Pastor

Bonnie Justice, Reporter

LIBERTY (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

“It is all about Him" has been a continuing

theme here at Liberty! We are so thankful for

what the Lord is doing; we are seeing souls

saved, healing of the sick and feeling His pres

ence during our worship services. With 2019

coming to an end and 2020 beginning, we are

excited to see what amazing things the Lord is

going to do.

We are still rejoicing over the precious souls

being saved at our Good News Bible after

school program at Barberton East and West

Elementary Schools. We would also like to

thank everyone who is volunteering each week

along with praying as God is bringing more

families from this outreach to our church.

The junior church children did a wonderful job

explaining the true meaning of Christmas with a

play that was called Come To The Manger. We

also had a great time of fellowship and fun dur

ing our annual Christmas dinner. We're so

thankful for the precious time we get to spend

with our church family.

We also have a few exciting events that are

coming up in the winter and upcoming months.

The men of our church will begin their basket

ball season. It will be a great opportunity to fel

lowship with other churches in our area. 

We are also looking forward to our All In youth

rally in February for more information; please

call Brother Dustin Albright at (330) 8192499.

Our church is also excited to announce that All

In Rallies Church Camp will be held June 812,

2020. For more information about the rallies

and the youth camp, please contact Brother

Dustin Albright at (330) 8192499

There is always something exciting and new

happening here at Liberty, just as our life with

Christ should be. We should never cease to

thank Him and  praise   Him  for all that He

does. 

In 2020, instead of setting a resolution, look to

the solution; His name is Jesus! May you all

have a blessed New Year!

Until next time.

Cecil Farmer, Pastor

Chelsea Stillings, Reporter

UNITED (CAPITAL CITY)

Blessings from United FWB Church in

Massillon.   

Food, fellowship and fun as we enjoyed the

Church Christmas party, and Sister Mary Keffer

hosted the ladies group party. And as we prayed

we remembered why we celebrate at this time

of the year.  “And she shall bring forth a son,
and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he
shall save his people from their sins.” Matthew

1:21

We gathered for our New Year’s Eve service

along with food and fellowship.  We also heard

testimonies from our five volunteers who, as

part of our outreach program, went out into the

community to find a complete stranger and

hand them a card containing a $100.        

As one year comes to an end and another is just

beginning, we look back upon our blessings and

our trials. Praising God while we are being

blessed is easy, praising Him during our trials is

hard.  Remember, every morning as we open

our eyes and take a breath we are blessed with

another day. Know that Jesus is with us at all

times as we go forward into the coming year.

“..for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee.” Hebrews 13:5

Join us in prayer for our ill in the church, and

our quest for a larger building.

Prayers for all.

Randy Keffer, Pastor

Linda Webb, Reporter
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“It is of the LORD’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his com
passions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.”                      

Lamentations 3:2223

Thought for the Month

Why I Believe in the 

Coop Plan

The Coop plan was adopted for Ohio FWB Churches back in 1974.  It is

designed to support all Ohio State and National ministries. It places us all togeth

er.  I believe that it has been a blessing to our state.  Let me mention several min

istries we in Ohio enjoy because of the Coop PlanThe Ohio Men’s RetreatThe
Ohio Bible InstituteOur Pastor to PastorsWhy I am a FWB LessonRevitalize
Your Sunday School WorkshopsOhio Pastors Retirement ProgramOhio State
MissionsOhio Youth ConferenceInternational MissionsNational Home
MissionsFWB Bible College and many more.

One of the reasons that I like this plan is that it allows us to be all blessed

together when the offerings at the local church are up and all bear the burden

together when they are down.

A second reason is that Coop supports the whole cause and all FWB min

istries are supported. I believe it would be safe to say that without the churches

supporting the Coop Plan, we would not have an Ohio State Office, Staff or

Ambassador Church Supply. 

A third reason is that Coop is the same method we use to support our local

churches.  We give our offering to the church and allow it to be distributed as the

local church so desires.  The Coop Plan does the same on the state level.

Fourthly, it allows us to make decisions together.  We meet every year at the

Ohio State Meeting and vote on how to distribute the Coop receipts.  Every

church has a voice.

Lastly, it allows every dollar I give to my local church to be used to touch

every State and National FWB Ministry.  The local church that I am a member

(Westerville FWB) gives a percentage of all undesignated offerings to the Coop

Plan and has for years.  All of my tithes given to the Westerville Church, I realize

a percentage is used to support every Free Will Baptist ministry we have.  I am

grateful to have this opportunity to give.

I would like to encourage all of our churches to consider doing your part to sup

port your state and national ministries through the Coop Plan.
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Profitable YearEnd IM Board Meeting 
The Board of IM, Inc. met in a yearend session December 1112, 2019, in the Antioch,

Tennessee, office.

General Director Clint Morgan reflected, “The December board meeting is over and, once

again, the diversity of personalities and perspectives proved profitable as we discussed mat

ters of importance concerning Free Will Baptist global ministries.”

The board welcomed new board members Darren Walker and Casey Cariker, heard

reports from the leadership team, reviewed financial reports and budgets, considered and

acted on proposals, and interviewed candidates.

Candidate shepherd Neil Gilliland brought five couples and two single adults to the board

for interviews. “Praise the Lord,” IM Board Chairman Jeff Manning exulted. “He’s still

calling people into His harvest, and humble servants are still answering that call.” Following

interviews, the board:

•       Appointed David (Kentucky) and Myriam Reeves (France) as career missionaries to

France. David and Mimi recently completed their twoyear internship and will continue

working with the JPENSE team in France. 

•       Approved Ken and Jayne Cash (North Carolina) as twoyear interns to Bulgaria. 

•       Adam and Carol Duncan (Missouri) were approved to work with our partner min

istry, Jungle Kids for Christ in Ecuador. They will serve as shortterm interns as a counselor

and nurse, respectively.

•       Approved Walt Schorsack, Jr. (Oklahoma) as a twoyear intern to Japan.

•       Approved Sam and Lauren Riggs (Tennessee) as twoyear interns serving in Spain.

•       Approved Annabelle Ellis (Tennessee) as a twoyear intern to Tokyo, Japan.

•       Approved Joshua and Bethany (Tennessee) as twoyear interns with The Hanna

Project in Spain.

•       Extended Victoria Little’s internship status for one year. Victoria recently completed

her internship in Kenya and will use the next year to assist IM’s mobilization department

with College Missions Programs (CMP), developing discipleship programs, recruiting, and

investing in the lives of college students interested in missions.

“I am truly thankful,” General Director Clint Morgan expressed, “for an amazing board

that comprehends the urgency of the task and the necessity of sending out qualified mission

aries.” 

The board approved a budget of $10.5 million for 2020 including operational ministries,

IMpact projects, The Hanna Project trips and projects, and potential new candidates.

All board members (Jeff Manning, chairman, NC; Jeff Nichols, vicechairman, TN; Mark

Price, secretary, OH; Janice Banks, TX; Casey Cariker, OK; Will Harmon, AR;

Cameron Lane, AR; Darren Walker, NC; and Rodney Yerby, AL) participated in the

meeting.

International

Mission News

MADISON (PORTER)

These last two months of the year have been

pretty busy ones which is true for everyone this

time of year. On November 14 was our ladies

auxiliary meeting which is when we do the

Shoe Boxes, we had over 50 boxes this year.

Also, in November both of our youth group

teams won third place in quizzing. We were

very proud of them.

In December the ladies auxiliary had their

Christmas party on Friday the 13th. There was

great food, as always, and wonderful fellow

ship.  This  leads to  a  great  time  for  every

one. Then on Sunday, December 15th we had

the childrens and mens Christmas party. The

party was following our morning services.

There was food, fellowship, singing by the chil

dren of the church and all around praising the

Lord. 

For the watch night service this year we did

things a little differently. We had a movie night

in our fellowship hall. The movie was

"Overcomer" and we had snacks while watch

ing the movie. Then we gathered in the church

to pray in the new year. We are very thankful for

our many blessings in 2019. Excited for all that

is in store for us in 2020.

Rodney Evans, Pastor

Tammy Martin, Reporter

NEWARK (FRANKLIN)

Greetings from the Newark Church. 

Since our last report we have had two saved

and one baptized.

On December 15th, we held our annual

Christmas program and dinner. This year for

our program, we had all of the singers in the

church sing a solo, and our Senior Pastor, Gary

Dheel preached.

Unfortunately, on the very same day, Sister

Dottie Ball, the wife of our long time trustee

Roger Ball, passed away after being ill and in

and out of the hospital since November 4th.

Praise God that she accepted Jesus Christ

exactly five weeks prior to the day that she

passed. We are all thankful she made that deci

sion, and for the assurance that we will see her

again.

As we move forward into the New Year, may

we be ready  for what God has in store for us all.

Gary R. Dheel, Pastor

Steven K. Hughes II, Reporter 

NORTHRIDGE

Hello from Northridge. 

We are looking forward to the New Year, in

anticipation as to what God will be doing.  We

see many signs of the times, and know that God

has a plan. We must stay in His word, and deter

mine to endure through these times.  Even

Jesus said that these things would come.  Let us

share what the Bible says to encourage one

another:

“Let no man deceive you by any means: for
that day shall not come, except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be
revealed, the son of perdition;” 2

Thessalonians 2:3  

“Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall
spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even
make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the
desert.” Isaiah 43:19  

“And ye shall be hated of all men for my
name's sake: but he that shall endure unto the
end, the same shall be saved.” Mark 13:13  

We held a spirtfilled candlelight Christmas

Eve service.  Kylah Branscomb sang.

Assistant Pastor, Josh Branscomb gave a won

derful message from Luke bringing the

Christmas story from Luke 2:130.  Because of

Jesus we have hope for heaven! Service was

ended with communion.  

We had our annual watchnight service, with

Josh Branscomb singing and Dax Taulbee

bringing the message.  We plan to pray in the

New Year.

We are no longer broadcasting on radio min

istry on Sundays at 2:30 p.m. as of January 1,

2020.

Join us in service on the web at www.chris

tianworldmedia.com/livechannel/northridgefw

bc

Tim Hamilton, Pastor

Teresa Poynter, Reporter

SOUTH COLUMBUS (TRINITY)

Greetings from South Columbus FWB

Church. 

The Holidays are over and we are looking for

ward to what God has in store for 2020. It’s a

good time to reflect and count all your bless

ings.

We have been busy. We had a Thanksgiving

service in November. December brought lots of

activities.  We had our annual  Christmas Party,

with lots of good food and fellowship. Rachael

and Olivia Bryant (Great granddaughters of

Wallace and Rachael Bryant) sang for us

December 1st, Clyde Ferrell spoke on

December 8th and  Edwin Hayes taught

Sunday School and brought a beautiful

Christmas message  on December 15th.

We held our annual election in December. We

reelected Pastor Tim Stevens. Many positions

remained the same.

Pray for those in our congregation who are

having health issues. Brother Richard Hensley,

Sister Doris Borders and Brother Jay Justice's

wife, Sylvia are not well.

Tim Stevens, Pastor

Kathy Messer, Reporter

ZALESKI

“I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me.” Philippians 4:13 Aren’t you

glad that Jesus makes us strong when we are at

our weakest? He is so worthy of our praise! We

want to thank Jesus for all the answered prayers

and blessings He has bestowed upon us. We

hope you had a very blessed Christmas and that

you’ll take Jesus with you in the New Year! The

Lord has been blessing us with Pastor Mark’s

preaching and teaching.  He has also blessed  us

with Teresa Rood’s playing the piano and

singing with ladies of the church.  Remember

our pastor and family in your prayers. We need

to uplift all the pastors and families in remem

ber them in prayer and their children in prayer

as Satan is out to destroy everyone he can. His

time is short and he knows it. 

We shared Christmas stories and sang songs to

the residents Maple Hills. A good time was had

by all.  We had our Christmas program Dec.

22nd. We also passed out fruit baskets to the

widows and elderly. We had a candlelight serv

ice on Christmas night. It was a blessing to

everyone. The Beginner class is collecting

money to buy Gideon Bibles. We have been

studying in Proverbs on Wednesday night.

Our pastor will be attending the Ohio Men’s

Retreat. Remember all the men attending that

they will be blessed and strengthened by God’s

word.

We will be having our business meeting in

January.

Please pray for our youth, the nation, our lead

ers, military families, our seniors and our nurs

ing home ministry. Remember Nancy Rood and

her sister Gail in your prayers for added

strength. They are a such blessing to our church.

We wish you a Happy New Year. Tell someone

you love them and really mean it!

Mark Rood, Pastor

Linda McKibben, Reporter



Margaret Lopes from the Westerville Church

came through hip replacement surgery

December 9th. She is the wife of Ohio State

Association Assistant Clerk Manuel Lopes. 

Ambassador Bookstore Bookkeeper Ruth

Ann Castle came through spinal surgery well

on December 6th and is now home. She will

have to wear a spinal brace for 46 weeks. 

Laura Pond, wife of Shelby FWB Pastor Matt

Pond was taken to University Hospital in very

serious condition October 31st. She is much

improved and is now home and recovering.

The family does appreciate everyones concern

and prayers.

Former Ohio State Home Mission Treasurer

Paul Etterling Sr underwent several heart tests

October 31st after becoming ill.  He is a mem

ber of the Porter FWB Church and father to

Westerville Pastor Paul R. Etterling. 

Max Rothgeb, brother in law to Woodlawn

Pastor Bert Alsept has been diagnosed with can

cer and is in need of prayer.

COALTON (JACKSON)

Greetings to all in the name of our Lord, Jesus

Christ. In November, we honored our veterans.

We thanked them for the service they gave with

a small gift.  We also held “Old Fashion Day”

and had dinner on the grounds.  Brothers Danny

Boggs and Mike Simpson did a wonderful job

in delivering the Word of God.  God’s Spirit was

showered down upon us as we lifted our hearts

in praise.  

In December, the youth went Christmas carol

ing at nearby extended care facilities.  The

Ladies Circle and Master’s Men held their

annual Christmas dinner and gift exchange.  A

good time of fellowship was enjoyed at these

events.  The youth did a wonderful job at the

Christmas program telling the story of the birth

of our Saviour.  How blessed we are that God

would send us such a gift!  

As always, we are thankful for the faithful men

in our congregation who deliver God’s message

to us – Brothers Tim Simpson, Rob Fulton,

Jr., Rich Bishop and Bob Fulton.  

May God’s blessings be upon you all as we

enter into the new year.  

Tim Simpson, Pastor

Sandra DeHart, Reporter

FIRST SPRINGFIELD (FRANKLIN)

Hello everyone. 

In November, Robert Legg from Family

Ministries visited with us. He shared great and

informative information about the Children’s

Home as well as preach the message at our

morning service. We were also blessed to have

Wade Spencer with us worshiping in

November. Wade has been a very special and

regular visitor for many years at our church, and

we always look forward to having him and his

wife visit and for him to share his love of the

Lord in stories and song.

Our Veterans Day service was very touching

and included a remembrance video highlighting

all the veterans past and present you have or

currently attended our church, and a prayer

poem highlighting our gratitude and prayers for

our veterans read by Linda O’Neal. Sylvia

Locke, a member of our church and the wife of

one of our veterans, gifted each veteran in atten

dance with a beautiful handmade quilt and pil

low shams. There was not a dry eye in the build

ing.

Two events we always look forward to in

December are the Christmas dinner with

scrumptious food and great fellowship with our

families and church members, and the wonder

ful Christmas play that our youth and adult

members work so hard to put on for us.

As the year winds down, we look forward to

our candlelight service in January where we

reflect on this past year and the recent celebra

tion of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ; the

real reason for the season, and look forward to

serving the Lord and the year ahead.

May God bless everyone. 

Adam McCarty, Pastor

Linda O’Neal, Reporter

GRACE

Hello and greetings again from Grace FWB

Church. We pray and trust everyone had a very

blessed and happy Christmas. It's very impor

tant to remind everyone what the true reason is

that Christmas is celebrated and that's the birth

of Jesus Christ. We also wish all a very blessed

and Happy New Year.

We send prayers out to all of your churches

and ask for continued prayers for our church.

The new year is a great opportunity for each of

us to continue to witness and spread the gospel

to others. 

We ask you to pray for Sis. Kim. She is recov

ering from a very serious surgery. She is such an

inspiration to each of us. After all she's been

through this last year she continues to give

praise to the Lord instead of getting down and

feeling sorry for herself. She's truly a strong

woman. Also Bro. Bill, Sis. Kathy, Sis. Rene

and Bro. Dewayne's mom need prayers because

of illness. We have so much to pray about, but

we also have so much to be thankful for and

give praise for.

God continues to bless our church, we are

thankful for Bro. Wayne Altman and Bro. Bill

Alford for helping out our church. They are

both a blessing. 

Let’s all continue to pray for our country, our

leaders, the homeless and the sick.

We invite you to come worship with us. We

have Sunday school at 10:00 and worship at

11:00.

Many blessings to all.

Elaine Booth, Reporter 

NEW HOPE (CORNERSTONE)

We enjoyed celebrating the birth of Jesus with

a beautiful candlelight service.  What a wonder

ful event that took place so many years ago, and

the impact it has had and will continue to have

on so many lives.  Our prayer is that the beauti

ful spirit of Christmas will remain in our hearts

throughout 2020.

We have had wonderful services and two

young girls were saved in children's church.

God is so amazing!  We want to start our New

Year with "Motion" and “Progress", being busy

for the Lord and being effective.   We have all

been told growing up that a rocking horse keeps

moving, but never moves forward.   We are

challenging ourselves to keep moving, witness

ing and growing in Christ this coming New

Year.    We certainly want to move forward for

the Lord.    

May God bless.

Dan Widdig, Pastor

Linda Combs, Reporter

CENTERBURG (CAPITAL CITY)

Happy New Year from Centerburg!  Isn’t God

Great? We’re looking for great things to happen

this year. He tells us in His word “And all
things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer,
believing, ye shall receive”, Matthew 21:22.

We’re praying for souls to be saved, the sick

healed, the broken to be put back together and

financial burdens to be lifted. If God can’t lie,

then these things will come to pass, because we

believe.  How about you?

Our theme this year at Centerburg is “Give It

All You Got”. Pastor Mark started the series the

last Sunday of December. He preached a spirit

filled message from Colossians 3:17 getting us

ready for 2020. “And whatsoever ye do in word
or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God and the Father by him”.
We need to give it like we have never given it

before and to love like we’ve never loved

before. Even to those that seem unlovable. How

do we expect love to abound when love can’t be

found! Such a great message!

We have witnessed a great outpouring of the

Holy Spirit with souls saved and rededications

since our last report and many on the altar seek

ing God’s face. Praise The Lord! The Lord is

still moving! We had our Christmas Service on

Christmas day  evening anticipating a New

Year.

We pray for the Lord’s blessings on each of

you, in the upcoming year.  But, most of all for

the lost to find their way to the foot of the cross.

Until next time, if the Lord should tarry!

Mark Tuggle, Pastor

Sandy McDowell, Reporter
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Co-op Supports ALL Our Ministries!

Hospital Greetings from the 

Ohio Women Active

for Christ State

Board.

Recap…
Our purse and dessert auction was held on

November 2nd at Hillview Free Will Baptist

church. We had a great time with Donna

Radovich as our auctioneer. We saw one amaz

ing apple pie after a bidding war go for $75.00.

We had 30 ladies join us. We successfully made

$1,125.00. We thank our host church for their

hospitality.

Looking Forward…
Mark your calendars Ladies for our Women’s Day. It will be held on April 25, 2020

at 8:452:45 PM. Our host church this year is Canaan Free Will Baptist Church

located at 12723 Cleveland Road, Creston Ohio 44217. Lunch will be provided. We

will be offering the following classes:

Equipping yourself for a Hostile Work Environment
Cast Your Care on Him

Smartphones Can do Whatttt?
Holiday Memories

Creating an Effective Bible Study
Lessons from Ruth, Loving Your InLaws

Your sister in Christ,

Donna Springer, OWAC Secretary

Donna_a_springer@uhc.com

Ohio Women Active for Christ

Update

Would you like to attend a

ladies day event within driv

ing distance? Then Flourish is

for you! These regional events

provide encouragement for

women to live victoriously

and serve faithfully. It is our goal for these regional events to be within driving dis

tance of all Free Will Baptist women and their friends in the months ahead.

Flourish is coming to Ohio, Kentucky, West Virginia region on March 28, 2020 at

the Central Free Will Baptist Church in Huntington, West Virginia. Register at

wnac.org/flourish/ by March 13th. 
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Welch College Partners with White &

Associates for Physical Plant Maintenance 

Welch College has entered into a partnership with White &

Associates of Hendersonville, Tennessee, to provide manage

rial oversight of its Physical Plant department, according to

Craig Mahler, Vice President for Financial Affairs. After the

retirement of Mr. Sandy Goodfellow, longtime Director of

Plant Operations, college leadership explored multiple

options, including outsourcing, for this important role critical

to the effective stewardship of the college’s new campus. 

A familyowned firm, White & Associates provides a full array of property management services,

including cleaning, grounds, and maintenance and has served churches, educational institutions,

and businesses across Middle Tennessee for over a decade. Prior to founding White and Associates,

Mr. DeWayne White, Principal, led the property management division of a large Middle Tennessee

construction firm for over 25 years. 

The role of White & Associates at Welch will be to provide supervision of and support for the col

lege’s current cleaning, grounds, and maintenance employees; implement a new work order system;

and develop plans for the ongoing stewardship of college facilities. “We are delighted to welcome

these seasoned professionals to our Physical Plant team both to support current college personnel

and aid the college with adoption of an effective program to maintain and care for the college’s

beautiful new campus for many years to come,” Mahler said.

The phased transition to White & Associates management of Physical Plant subdepartments will

begin January 1, 2020, with the goal of fully transitioning to oversight of all aspects of the Plant

function on or by June 1, 2020.  

Welch College’s New Campus Receives National Architectural Award 

Last week American School and University Magazine released its 2019 “Architectural Portfolio,”

which awarded Welch College’s new campus its “Outstanding Design” citation, according to

President Matt Pinson.

Joe Agron, the magazine’s editor, said the annual “Architectural Portfolio” issue “has showcased

the best of education facilities for more than 35 years. As the first, largest, and most prestigious edu

cation facilities awards competition, it is the ultimate resource to find examples of learning spaces

that you can glean ideas from for your next construction project. With more than 100 projects fea

tured, this year’s competition exhibits some of the best in education facilities planning, design, and

construction.”

Pinson said, “We’re delighted to have been selected, along with 35 other colleges and universities,

from among the thousands of recent construction projects in higher education, for this prestigious

publication that focuses on academic architecture and construction.”

Welch moved to Gallatin from its previous campus on West End Avenue after 75 years because of

steep land prices and strict zoning ordinances that prohibited expansion. In late 2017 it completed

construction on phase one of the completely new campus in the growing suburbanNashville com

munity of Gallatin and Sumner County.

The design team consisted of Jim Sherrer, Jr., the CEO of the architectural firm in charge of the

project, Design Development Architects of Raleigh, North Carolina. Sherrer’s staff, including Tom

Wells, Jonathan Medlin, T. J. Mulder, and Trevor Cundiff, were joined by historical design con

sultant Michael Marzialo of Nashville. The architectural team was assisted by FluhrerReed

Structural Engineers of Raleigh, NC; Crenshaw Consulting Engineers of Raleigh; and Civil Design

Consultants of Nashville. Focus Design Builders of Wake Forest, North Carolina, was the general

contractor, while SouthLand Constructors of Brentwood, Tennessee, served as project manager.

“We are thankful to Jim Sherrer and his team at Design Development, as well as historical design

consultant Michael Marzialo,” Pinson said. “Jim and the staff at Design Development were so easy

to work with. They held our hands through the entire project and made this a wonderful campus that

will give glory to God for years to come.”

To see the “Architectural Portfolio,” see pages 9798 at https://secure.viewer.zmags.com/publi

cation/8492d42a#/8492d42a/97. To give to the Building on the Legacycampaign to fund the new

campus, visit https://welch.edu/give/buildingonthelegacy/.

SACS Approves Welch M.A.T. Tracks in English Language and

Instructional Leadership 

The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges, Welch College’s pri

mary institutional accreditor, notified the college in November that its request to add English

Language Learning and Instructional Leadership tracks to its existing Master of Arts in Teaching

(M.A.T.) program had been approved. These two new tracks join existing M.A.T. tracks in

Teaching, Special Education, and Higher Education Pedagogy. 

The two new tracks were developed by the School of Education to meet the needs of educators

seeking additional credentials or continuing education. Instructional Leadership is a highdemand

area for continuing education and many school systems are beginning to require endorsements in

English Language Learning. 

The Instructional Leadership track is designed for school leaders and aspiring school leaders. The

English Language Learning track is designed for teachers who work with multilingual student

groups and English language learners.

Dr. Greg Ketteman, Vice President for Strategic Initiatives and Graduate Dean of Education said,

“The English Language Learning track is based on Welch’s existing, stateapproved English

Language learner endorsement,” In addition, he added, “Welch College and Sumner County

Schools leaders have established a collaborative agreement to make the English Language endorse

ment available to Sumner County teachers.”

The college is currently taking applications for the new M.A.T. tracks. You can find the application

for the M.A.T. at https://welch.edu/admissions/apply/mateachingapply/. Contact Dr. Greg

Ketteman at gketteman@welch.edu or 6156755312 for more information.

Welch College Announces $10,000 Scholarships for Preachers 

Beginning in 2020, Welch College will begin offering significant scholarship packages of up to

$10,000 per year for new students called to preaching ministries, according to Dr. Barry Raper,

Coordinator of Ministry Programs at Welch.

“We at Welch are looking for new ways to engage young men who are sensing a divine call to

preaching ministry in a local church context,” Raper said. “Often there are significant financial

impediments to such students to immerse themselves in educational preparation for ministry. These

scholarships are intended to identify high school students who have noted potential for leadership

and service to the church and give them the resources they need to fulfill God’s calling.”

The scholarships, which will be for up to $10,000 per year or $40,000 for a four year bachelor’s

degree program, will be limited to new and transfer students, beginning in 2020, who are members

in good standing of a Free Will Baptist church and who intend to live on campus, major in Pastoral

Ministry or Youth and Family Ministry, and move toward eventual ordination. Scholarship appli

cations will require an essay on the student’s vocational ministry goals and a recommendation from

an ordained Free Will Baptist minister.

“With demographic changes in our secularizing society, there are fewer young men who are answer

ing the call to gospel ministry,” said Welch president Matt Pinson. “Often those who have

answered the call to ministry attend lowercost community colleges and eventually fail to fulfill

their goal of ministry education, or they are dissuaded completely from a ministerial vocation.”

“Welch features a tremendous program of ministry preparation that receives high marks from stu

dents and recent graduates,” Pinson continued. “Our aim is to find creative new ways to open up

conversations with young men about ministry formation and how they can affordably realize their

dream of training for the ministry of the Word.”

“We’re renewing our efforts to reach out to pastors, youth pastors and leaders, and laypeople who

can tell us about young men in their congregation who are gifted and qualified for ministry or are

sensing a divine call to preach,” Raper said. "We would love to hear from prospective students inter

ested in more information about Welch and these new scholarships, or people interested in recom

mending a potential student."

For more information, or to refer a prospective student, please contact Enrollment Services direc

tor Daniel Webster at dwebster@welch.edu.

Evangelist 
Mike Blanton

Available for services,
revivals 

and campmeetings!

(614) 871-2795 

Mike Blanton and Evidence
available to sing at your church!
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FELLOWSHIP TRACT LEAGUE  

For all of your TRACT needs  

Call Rep. Tim Lapish at 1-614-937-5746 
or 1-513-494-1075;

Available for pulpit supply
timJL52@yahoo.com

Welch Nursing Student to Serve on Tennessee Student Nurses

Association Board of Directors

Meredith Parrish, one of the first nursing students in the college’s collaborative program

with Union University, has been elected to serve as the Middle Regional Director on the

Board of Directors for the Tennessee State Board of Student Nurses, according to Welch

president Matt Pinson.

"This is a great honor for Miss Parrish and for Welch. It symbolizes the success of our nurs

ing program, especially the 2+2 program with Union University Hendersonville that leads to

a Bachelor of Science in Nursing," Pinson said. Parrish will serve as a liaison to students in

local chapters of nursing programs in the Middle Tennessee area. 

Dr. Ian Hawkins, Program Coordinator for the Nursing Education Collaborative at Welch,

said, “It's exciting to hear that one of our students in the first nursing cohort with Union has

been chosen for this position during her initial semester in the program. This is a great

honor.” 

Welch College’s nursing program is a 2+2 collaborative that allows students to obtain an

associate’s degree with a PreNursing/Biology major at Welch before moving seamlessly

into Union University, Belmont University, or Cumberland University to complete their

bachelor’s degree in Nursing. Parrish is one of the first students who began the new partner

ship with Union University Hendersonville in August. 

Dr. Charles Lea, Special Assistant to the President at Welch College, worked with each

school to develop the collaborative agreement. “Union University Hendersonville has previ

ously only provided adult degree nursing opportunities,” Lea said. “We are very excited to

have an undergraduate cohort with them, and to see the success of their excellent, highqual

ity program demonstrated by the election of Meredith Parrish to this position.”  

Miss Parrish stated, “I am thankful for Welch’s nursing partnership with Union, and the

many opportunities it has provided.” 

For more information on the nursing program at Welch College, contact Ian Hawkins at

ihawkins@welch.edu.
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State Wide
January 2325 Ohio Men’s Retreat, Heartland Retreat Center, Marengo, Ohio

Central Ohio
February 1 Trinity Conference meeting at South Columbus FWB, Tim Stevens, Pastor

March 14 Franklin Conference Pastor’s Roundtable Forum, meeting at Columbus First FWB, Justin Feight, Pastor

Northern Ohio
January 11 CuyahogaLorain Conference meeting at Mansfield FWB, Mark Bailey, Pastor

February 15 Northern Ohio Conference meeting at Bucyrus FWB, Lyle Arnett, Pastor 

Southern Ohio
January 2425 Jackson Conference meeting at Rutland FWB with Allen Simpson preaching, Ed Barney, Pastor 

February 8 Pine Creek Conference  meeting at Dogwood Ridge FWB, Jeremy Moore, Pastor

February 8 SouthCentral Conference meeting at First Chillicothe FWB, Mitch Salyers, Pastor 

Coming EventsComing Events
For Ohio Free Will BaptistsFor Ohio Free Will Baptists



OPEN DOOR (CORNERSTONE)

How do we go about making a church

stronger?  It isn’t done by special events to gain

greater numbers of members, nor is it done by

promoting extracurricular activities or fellow

ships, although these may be excellent pro

grams in themselves.  But a strong church is

based on the individual’s growth with God and

the Word.  

If you want to strengthen the church, the indi

vidual needs to grow and become strengthened

in his or her walk with the Lord.  That is what

strengthens a church.  Many times, that means

getting down to the basics and making sure

each individual member is grounded in the

Word and some fundamental doctrines from the

Bible.  Spiritual growth isn’t accidental.  

At Open Door Free Will Baptist Church, we

offer a special discipleship course to our mem

bers to help them do just that—become ground

ed in the Word.  We cover topics like Salvation,
Assurance, Baptism, Bible Study, Prayer,
Faithfulness and Witnessing among others.  It is

offered to all members, young and old, desiring

to grow in their faith.  

Our world today is becoming more and more a

challenge to live a Christian life amid all the

turmoil, hate and disregard of God.  We need to

encourage, teach and offer our members the

opportunity to stretch their faith, strengthen

their stand in the Word, and seek to grow in

their individual lives to the glory of God.  A dis

cipleship class can be one way to do that in your

church.

Pictured below are some of the most recent

members who completed our latest class in dis

cipleship training.  The class was taught by Bob

Lewellen.

Willie A. Booth, Pastor

Liz Baker, Reporter

OAK HILL (JACKSON)

Greetings. By the time you read this, the holi

days will be over and a brand new year begun.

We are looking forward to the new year and all

God has in store for us.

We had a revival November 1823rd. Bro.

Corey Carroll preached. Hands were raised,

but no one was saved. Bro. Brandon Depriest

preached the last night of the revival. Bro.

Jimmy Howsen sang every night. What a won

derful time in the Lord we had!. The church was

surely uplifted and revived.

We thank Bro. Don Kincaid for coming to

preach for us on November 30th.

December 4th the ladies of the church got

together for a Christmas bulb exchange.

Scripture was read from Luke 2:714, a poem

was read and Christmas songs were sung. We

had pizza and played games. Everyone had a

wonderful time. We want to thank our hosts,

Sis. Holly Simpson and Sis. Sharon Kelly. They

are very special ladies.

December 8th was our

Thanksgiving/Christmas dinner. Bro. Allen

Simpson preached the morning services from

Luke 2:2135. Bro. Danny Boggs preached in

the afternoon from Isaiah 53. Everyone enjoyed

the good food and fellowship.

Until next time, may God bless you and best

wishes for a happy new year.

Allen Simpson, Pastor

Sandy Clark, Reporter

OHIO TOGETHER WAY RECEIPTSOHIO TOGETHER WAY RECEIPTS
November-December 2019November-December 2019
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2020 
Ohio Men’s

Retreat
January 

23-25
Heartland Retreat Center

No Refunds after January 13th, but you can transfer your regis
tration to somone who is attending but not yet registered.

$145 to register after January 6th

Men’s Retreat Schedule
THURSDAY, January 23rd

1:00 PM Registration
3:30 PM Tyler Penn
5:00 PM Evening Meal 
7:00 PM Kyle Chadwick
8:15 PM Choir Practice

FRIDAY, January 24th
7:30 AM Breakfast  
9:00 AM John Meade Jr.

10:00 AM Break
10:30 AM Tyler Penn
12:00 PM Lunch 

Free Time for Prayer, Rest and Recreation

3:30 PM Attendance Awards
3:45 PM Allen Harner
5:00 PM Evening Meal 
6:30 PM Gospel Community Boys Singing 
7:00 PM Tyler Penn
8:00 PM Mark Price, Ohio State Moderator

Testimonies and Prayer in Individual Rooms

SATURDAY, January 25th
7:30 AM Breakfast 
9:00 AM Mike Gillen

10:00 AM Tyler Penn

Dismiss until next year

Mike Gillen Allen Harner

Kyle Chadwick

Speakers

John Meade Jr

Tyler Penn

For more information visit

www.OhioFWB.org


