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Promotional Secretary 

Edwin Hayes 

Retires after 27 1/2

years

In November of 1993 Columbus First

FWB Pastor and Ohio State Moderator

Edwin Hayes became the second fulltime

Ohio Executive Secretary following Dr.

Alton Loveless who had filled that posi

tion for 19 years.

The Lord surely blessed Ohio during

Brother Loveless’ 19 years and continued

to bless during the next 27 years!

During Brother Hayes’ tenure, the Ohio

Association hosted in Cincinnati the

National Association of Free Will

Baptists on three occasions, 1997, 2009

and 2019. 

The Ohio State Office and Ambassador

Bookstore moved three times: First from

our building at 2777 S. High Street in 2000

to Southland Mall, and from there in 2009

to our current location at 7554 Slate Ridge

Blvd in Reynoldsburg.

The Ohio Togetherway Plan was setup

that allows our churches to send one check

with all Coop and designated offerings to

be distributed by the Ohio State Office.

The Ohio Ministers Retirement Plan

began that gave 5% of their church’s Coop

or direct gifts to the State Office to their

pastor’s retirement.

The Ohio website www.OhioFWB.org

started and the Ohio Update Email List

was developed that sent out urgent prayer

requests and announcements.

The Ambassador Magazine which was

cut and paste on paper in 1993, was updat

ed several times and is now produced by

computer.

The Ohio Men’s Retreat moved two

times as well.  We went from the camp

ground at Big Prarie in 2000 to the Ohio

Foundation Camp in Massillon for two

years, and then we moved to the Heartland

Retreat Center in Marengo in 2002.  The

retreat showed great growth with several

years having an attendance in excess of

500 men. Countless decisions for Christ

which included salvations, dedications and

accepting of God’s call to the ministry

were made at the retreat.

Edwin enjoyed traveling the state preach

ing in many of our churches and confer

ences. He also developed the lesson, “Why
I am a Free Will Baptist” which he taught

numerous times. Many times the churches

would have him come back and repeat it.

As we look back upon the 27 years, we can

truly say that the Lord has sustained our

association and blessed us by allowing us

to be a part of His great

ministry. Praise His name! 

“Coping with Change”
By Benjamin Crabtree

“Change is the law of life and those who

look only to the past or present are certain

to miss the future.” (John F. Kennedy).

In the military, when there is a change in

leadership it is termed “change of respon

sibility.” It is understood that the mission

to defend the constitution and destroy the

enemy both foreign and domestic, even

with your own life, will never change.

This is true in the church as well. There

will always be new leaders, new pastors

and change but the mission remains the

same, “to make disciples of all the

nations!” 

Since creation, passing responsibility   to

another person has always been part of the

Creator’s plan. It is understood that Adam

passed on information and responsibility to

his sons Cain and Abel.  We see it again in

Abraham and Isaac when Isaac asked his

father where was the lamb for sacrifice.

Abraham had obviously taught his son the

responsibility and process of worship.  As

you read the scriptures, you begin to see a

pattern of leadership change passed on to

the next.  In the Old Testament, more

examples are Moses to Joshua, Elijah to

Elisha, David to Solomon, and Isaiah to his

disciples.  In the New Testament we are

shown Christ to His disciples and then the

disciples to the church. We read of Paul

training Timothy and Titus and eventually

putting Titus in charge of an entire area to

“set things in order.”

If someone says that they do not like

change or will not accept it I would chal

lenge them to look at the list above again

and notice one commonality among them

all.  Every name mentioned is now in eter

nity. They are no longer here.  Someone

had to step up and take the place of some

one else.  This is why Christ’s final com

mand was to go and make disciples of our

own by teaching them “all” that He had

commanded His disciples and for that to

pass on to the next person.  

Leadership is the same thing.  Leaders dis

ciple leaders to become new leaders. The

men in the above picture will all, one day,

be in heaven for eternity and if the Lord

tarries His return, someone else will stand

in our place to continue the great work

among Ohio Free Will Baptists. 

So in this transition time be reminded, it is

not just about the next sermon, church

plant or meeting. It is about the next gen

eration of Christian believers that will con

tinue to carry the mission of making disci

ples.  

All Three Ohio Executive Secretaries Together at Heritage FWB. 

Alton Loveless 19741993, Edwin Hayes 19932021, Ben Crabtree 2021
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I had so much help at the men’s retreat, I am sure that I am going to miss someone, but I do

want to thank Manuel Lopes, Jim Baker,  Jeff Dunn, Aaron Reed, Freddy Dutton, Tom

Dooley, John Tawney, Rick Henderson, Ricky Henderson, Dick Shaw, Mitch Salyers,

Bryon Justice, Derrick Lute, Jacob Lute, Mark Leonard, Dave Crank, Travis

McKenzie, Mark Price, Greg Harrell, Mark Bailey, Bill Chadwick and Jim Kelling.

These and others were a great help to the retreat!

I thank the Ohio Pastors and Churches throughout this state.  One of the greatest joys in

my time here was to be out in the churches working with and assisting our pastors.They

have opened their pulpits to me and allowed me to serve them. They have encouraged me

with kind words and financial support.  I appreciate each of them! I am thankful for the

cooperative spirit of the pastors and churches of Ohio.

I send our heartfelt thanks to those churches who have supported the Ohio State Office min

istry and all our Ohio State Ministries. I trust that our people and churches have been

blessed by supporting the state work through the Coop Plan, Ambassador Magazine, or

direct gifts to the State Office, Ohio State Missions and Ohio State Youth. 

It is a good time to remember that this ministry is not about me, but it is about Him! And it

is about our Ohio Association of Free Will Baptists. As you know Brother Ben Crabtree

has been selected to follow me in this position. He will need your cooperation and help.  As

you have supported this ministry in my tenure, I want to encourage you to continue praying

and giving in Ben’s tenure as well, and if you are not presently praying and giving, I would

encourage you to start!

“Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless
before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, To the only wise God our Saviour,

be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.” Jude 25
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State Meeting Appreciation
Linda and I were overwhelmed with the outpouring of

love, kind words and affection that was bestowed upon

us at this year’s State Meeting. Every place we went

we were greeted with encouraging words and smiling

faces.  It will be a weekend that we will never forget. 

We were thankful to be able to recognize my longtime

associate, Brother Paul Keener and his wife Sue with

a retirement plaque and gift.  It was a precious time

giving them both a well deserved honor.

The Retirement dinner was fantastic! Heritage Hall

was beautifully decorated and the meal was great.  Sisters Sandy Mounts, Deanna Price,

Carla Akers, Tomi Baldwin, Christi Baldwin, Cecelia Lundy and Brothers Mike Mounts

and Mike Baldwin did a wonderful job in putting on beautiful retirement dinner for Linda

and me.  Brother Mike Ellis and the people at Heritage worked hard on preparing the hall

for the dinner.

The man who preceded me 27 years ago, Dr. Alton Loveless was in attendance that evening.

Brother Alton deserves much of the credit for the progress of the State Office Ministry.

The Friday evening service truly touched our hearts.  Brother Bill Hayes and all the Board

of Directors had so many kind words and honors that were bestowed upon us.  They gave us

generous retirement gifts that are greatly appreciated!

Words are not enough to give you all thanks for the wonderful weekend that you gave to

Linda and me at the State Meeting. We love you all!

A Final Thanks!
The following is the last page of my report to the Ohio Association in June along with a
thanks for the wonderful outpouring of love and encouragement we received at the State
Meeting.

As, I close out this time of ministry, I do want to take the time to thank others who support

ed  my efforts. 

First of all, I must thank our Heavenly Father, His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ and the

Holy Spirit for their blessing, favor and guidance in this ministry.  I have found that all

work that we do is in vain without His presence.  He has been with me every step of the

way!

I thank my wife Linda who has always supported me.  She has travelled all over the state

with me visiting with our churches.  As you all know that when you are a minister, you can

not do it alone. I am grateful for her strength and support. Our daughters, Julie and Holly,

their husbands Glen McGinnis and John Harra and our grandchildren Keely and Johnny

Harra have always been supportive of me in this ministry.

I thank the Ohio Board of Directors in 1993 who showed confidence in me to fill this posi

tion. The board that hired me was: Forrest Chamberlin, Billy Sharpston, Wayne Keith,

Carl Dunn, Bill Hayes, Roger Childers and Hobart Ashby.

There were others who served on the Board during my tenure:: Jim McComas, Don Hix,

Mike Nabors, Brian Phillips, Chris Oiler, Keith Perkins, Tom Dooley and Alan Barnes. 

I also thank the current Board of Directors: Bill Hayes, Pete Dunn, Eugene Crouch, Mitch

Salyers, John Wallace, Mike Mounts and Mark Bailey.  All these men have been support
ive of the ministry.

Ohio Moderator Mark Price filled in many times on the Board and was a joy to work with

over these years.  Also, our previous Moderator Robert Prichard also was great to labor

together with. Our clerks, during this period Mike Stokes and Bryon Justice have made my

job much easier. Pastors Tim Stout and Curtis Booth were so gracious to offer their church

buildings for our State Meeting.

I have had a wonderful staff over these years, Gayle Rapp, Tammy Beverly, Janice

Beverly, Linda Hayes, Ruth Ann Castle, Sue Keener, Norma

Fosnaugh, Teresa Ward, Bertie Tillis, Gayle Dean, Jeannie Sargent,

Phyllis Seedle, Lori Hatzer, Shelly Tresemer, Jeff Dunn, Paul

Etterling and especially my longtime associate, Paul Keener.

Edwin and Linda Hayes

Edwin Hayes 
Executive Secretary

Continued on next

column

Together We Can



The 83rd Annual Ohio State Association of Free Will Baptists

“A Clear Vison” 
Looking Forward to Christ’s Coming with Clarity

The Ohio State Association of Free Will Baptists met on June 2426th at the Heritage FWB church.

What a great time of comfort, edification, fellowship, encouragement, and challenges from the

Word! It was also a year of history as all three executive secretaries were present. Each day was full

of enthusiasm and anticipation on the future of our movement in the state.  Our moderator, Rev.

Mark Price stated, “This felt like one of the best state meetings I have ever attended.”

The meeting began with the report of the board of directors.  They reminded us that Brother Edwin

announced his retirement last year and board of directors chairman, Rev. Bill Hayes, on behalf of

the board and the State, recognized and thanked Brother Edwin for his 28 years of service. Rev.

Hayes also introduced the new Executive Secretary, Rev. Benjamin Crabtree to the association of

churches.  Brother Ben gave a welcome and introduced his family.  He also thanked brother Edwin

and those before that had laid the foundation for such a strong work. 

Brother Bill Hayes concluded his report from the Board of Directors with strong reassurance on

the financial report.  Even though we just went through a pandemic, God has again provided and

our financial report is very strong.  To God Be the Glory!

Our Moderator then invited Brother Edwin Hayes to give his final report.  It was a strong and emo

tional report and clearly showed the blessings and favor of our Lord and Savior.  Brother Edwin

thanked everyone, especially Brother Alton Loveless in attendance for their continued support for

the office and work of the State.   

Brother Edwin also took time to personally and publically thank Brother Paul Keener for his 18

years of work in the Ambassador Book store. Only heaven knows what the fruit of his many years

of working behind the scenes will produce.  

Through your faithful support, Ohio sent in over $478,000.00 to different works through our office!

$322,411.99 was given to International, Home, and State Missions. Brother Edwin also reported

that on top of the missions giving, the state of Ohio also gave over $71,000.00 to FWB Family min

istries in 2020!  Praise the Lord for His continued provision during the Pandemic and for God’s peo

ple continuing to be faithful to the call of sacrificial giving.  We also thank you for the continued

support of your State and National offices.  

The complete report of the state association meeting is on the website, ohiofwb.org.  Take time to

visit and read all the reports and see what God is doing. 

Reports were given by each department.  Everyone understood that last year’s pandemic and not

being able to meet would cause some disruption to the financial side and support of each ministry.

However, all departments reported that God provided and our financial positions are strong and

healthy. 

The National Association was represented by our

Executive Office, Randall House, Welch College,

International Missions, North American Missions,

Free Will Baptist Foundation, Board of Retirement,

and Free Will Baptist Family Ministries.  It is evi

dent, now more than ever, that God has blessed and

has his hand on each ministry.  They will continue to

need both financial and pryaer support. 

It was exciting to hear that the Foundation report

that the National Foundation Fund for the first time

ever is now over $100,000,000.00.  

Randall House is our denominational publishing house and champion of our doctrine.  Dr. Ron

Hunter reported to our state that many have started ordering Sunday School Literature again. He

thanked those who were able to.  He also shared with us that if things did not change soon, the

Publishing house would be in a very difficult position.  This is an important time for our denomi

nation as we need to come together and continue to support the work of the Free Will Baptist.

Sacrificial giving and prayer are needed for each department.  

Three men, Jeremy Luthy, Dr. Eddie Moody and Rev. Russell Street. gave powerful messages

from scripture on the topic of looking for the Lord’s return.   All three men challenged our people

with the reminder that the LORD IS COMING BACK!  The Rejoice Ministry Team, from Welch

College ministered to us with singing and heartfelt worship.  Each student had a humble and ser

vant like spirit about them.  It was truly evident that Christ was the Lord of their lives.  It was anoth

er solid reminder that the Lord is still calling people into the ministry and the impact of our Bible

College has in those lives.  

The celebration and fellowship continued on Friday afternoon with a supprise lunch for Brother

Edwin and Sister Linda.  Sandy Mounts lead the team of volunteers who outdid themselves to pro

vide an incredible spaghetti lunch, dessert, and all the fixings.  Looking around, lifelong friends,

fellow pastors, and young people all sat together laughing, enjoying time catching up and rejoicing

together on what the Lord has done in our great state.  Brother Edwin said, “I’m thankful for all

those who did their part to love Linda and I.  I am truly thankful for the people of the State of Ohio

Free Will Baptists.”
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Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do. 

1 Thessalonians 5:11  

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more,
as ye see the day approaching. Hebrews 10:25 

Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend. 
Proverbs 27:17



The State Meeting has something for everyone...Yes, Everyone!  This year, the

Ohio Youth went above and beyond to make sure our young people had a great

time with pizza and games.  On Friday evening, the gym at Heritage FWB

church was transformed into an obstacle course of jump houses and challenges

for the kids.  Pastor Mike Ellis, youth pastor at Heritage, reported that they

even had a time of lasertag and the adults even got involved in the competition! 

The students were also challenged by the Rejoice Ministry Team from Welch College during the

Friday Night Youth Service.  The Ohio State Youth board also invited Brother Tim York,

Missionary to NY, to be the guest speaker.  He delivered a scripturally based challenge on John 6

and “The Bread of Life.”  Carson Crabtree, the son of Ben Crabtree, our new Executive Secretary

said, “Dad, tonight was awesome.  Pastor Tim did a great job and then Pastor Mike and the other

guys were cool.  It was fun.”  

The meeting was called to an end around 11 o clock on Saturday morning.  After the message and

final announcements, Brother Ben was invited to give the state a final word of encouragement, chal

lenge and prayer.  Below is his final statement to the State.

“Let us end where we started the meeting by looking at Mark chapter 13.  That chapter is a les
son from our Lord about the end times.  Jesus tells his closest disciples that when political king
doms fall and pestilences happen, (covid), do not worry.  When they reject you and make fun of you,
turn you into the authorities for what you believe, keep trusting.  When even our own families turn
against us, and they will, stay faithful. Times like we are going through are the what Christ calls
the “beginning of birth pains.” This is only the beginning of the end. Events in history that we are
experiencing are proof that time is moving on closer to our Lord’s final return!  

Reading vs 19, it states that it will get worse than it has ever been. That is okay. For children of
God have nothing to worry about.  Our main requirement is to be ready by accepting Christ as Lord
and Savior of our lives and to simply get to work.  Mark continues chapter 13 with the fact that the
Master is returning in order to check on the workers. Our state will be a state that works hard for
the Kingdom. We will anticipate the return of Christ and be doorkeepers who shout, ‘Get to Work!
The Master is coming!’ 
In our final report from our clerk, Bryon Justice, we see that the state has 244 ordained Ministers

and 21 licensed ministers. We have, currently, 123 churches in our state.  That would mean that
each week, in our state, there are roughly 121 men who have publically, in front of Christ and His
church, announced a calling to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. Our current need is 11 churches
without pastors.  I understand that each situation is different but I call on our men to begin to pray
and fill in for these churches in need.

One of our very own, Rev. Rob Morgan, wrote a book entitled ‘The Red Sea Rules.’  It is a study
of the Children of Israel being put into an impossible situation.  The enemy and terrain surround
ed them to a point where they had no where to go.  No one knew what to do or where to go.  Many
gave up and wanted it all to be over or even worse, to go back to the way things used to be.  God’s
response to His people was that this situation they were in was to allow everyone to see Him at
work.  God said, ‘Tell the people to go forward and cross over...I will make a way.’ I do not know
what all is going on in the world today but I do know this.  God’s people, His Church, can keep
going forward on the mission to make disciples of all the nations.  Will you join in me in prayer as
we ask God for direction, wisdom and boldness to keep moving forward.” 

It was a great year and we look forward to seeing you all next year on June 2425th 2022 at

Heritage FWB Church.  Go ahead and plan to attend.  We are looking forward to what the Lord is

going to do.
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State Meeting Friday Night Offering
Our offering totaled $6,679.32 from at least

52 churches, ministries or conferences! 

The offering was divided among our three Ohio State Departments:

50% to our State Mission Program

40% to our State Office

10% to our Ohio Youth Conference

Thanks go to the following churches and conferences who gave to the State Ministry

Offering: Ambassador, Beatty, Bethesda Chapel, Bloom, Bucyrus, Calvary, Carey,
Cornerstone Conference, Cleveland, Eastside, Elm Street, 

FaithLogan, First Chillicothe, First Clyde First Springfield, Forest Valley, Garden
City, GalionUnity, Good Hope, Great Lakes Conference,s Harrison, Heritage, High

Street, LighthouseElsmere, Lima, Madison, Mansfield, Marysville, Mount Hope,
Newark, New HopeChillicothe, New Road, North, North Woodbury, Ohio Youth
Conference, Pine Creek, Porter, Redeemer, Reynoldsburg, Rittman Community,

Sciotodale, Shelby, South Charleston, Springfield, Stoney Run, Troy, Turkey Creek,
Unity, Wakefield, Westerville, Williams Road, Westside and Woodstock. 

If your church gave to the State Ministry Offering and is not listed above, 

please let us know.



FAITH (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

God bless you and your family.

Prayers go out for all our brothers and sisters

in Christ Jesus.

Prov 5:7  “Hear me now therefore, O ye chil
dren, and depart not from the words of my
mouth.”

Please remember our church family for the

recent passing of one of our brothers in Christ.

Brother Richard Cochran went on to be with the

Lord at the young age of 23.  Pray for his fami

ly and fianc’e.

Our services are growing slowly but surely.

Our Sunday morning services are averaging 30.

Last Sunday evening during a special service,

one came to know the Lord and another

returned to His fellowship.  God has been so

good to us.

Pray our youth group starts growing as we are

holding special services and events in an

attempt to reach more for the Lord.  May God

be glorified in everything we do.

Dale Channell, Pastor

Jim Lee, Reporter.

GALION UNITY (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Galion Unity FWB Church is looking for a

person who is interested in assisting our pastor

with teaching and preaching.  He has some

health issues that sometimes prevents him from

teaching on Wednesday nights and occasionally

preaching on Sunday.  This person would take

over teaching the Adult Sunday School classes

every Sunday.  It is preferred to have someone

local to the Galion area or be willing to relocate

to the area.

Our church is a small, family oriented church.

We love each other as family and would love to

welcome someone to our family.  If you are

interested in joining us, please contact Pastor

Dave Bates at 4195449078. 

Also, Pastor Dave may possibly be in need of

a kidney transplant in the near future.  If so,

he will be in need of a donor.  If you or some

one you know would be interested in possibly

donating a kidney, please contact Pastor Dave at

the number above.      

Thank you and God bless.

David Bates, Pastor

Dottie Pugh, Reporter

OPEN DOOR (CORNERSTONE)

God’s  love is based on forgiveness. The great

est proof of this is based on the Words found in

Scripture in John 3:16,17.  “For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not per
ish, but have everlasting life.  For God sent not
his Son into the world to condemn the world;
but that the world through him might be saved.”
That is forgiveness based on God’s love.

God’s Word tells us that we are to love one

another and to love our enemies.  This includes

those who were near to us and then offended us

deeply in some way.  Many times, they are hard

er to forgive than our enemies.  I John 4:8 says,

“He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God
is love.” That kind of love requires forgiveness

with it, or it is not God’s love.

Before another month passes, we need to take

the time to search our hearts and make sure that

there is no one we need to forgive, just as God

forgave us.  Our Lord and Savior may come at

any moment and we do not want anything to

keep us from His love.  I John 4:21b gives us

God’s commandment, “That he who loveth God
love his brother also.”

Do not hold hate, resentment, hurt, or bitter

ness in your heart and keep you from loving

another.  Christ died for us no matter what we

have done, said, or who we are.  His love was

poured out to us at Calvary.  Can we not for

give?

Willie A Booth, Pastor

Liz Baker, Reporter

OAK HILL (JACKSON)

Greetings. 

Praise God, He is so great!  We are finally get

ting back to normal.  The masks are off and we

are now able to fellowship once again.  We have

been having some wonderful spirit filled servic

es.  We also thank God for our pastor, Brother

Allen Simpson and associate pastor Brother

Danny Boggs.  They stand on the Word of God

and they are not afraid to preach it.  

Sister Patter (Fisher) Rainer went home to be

with the Lord on May 4th.  She was part of our

church family and she will be greatly missed. 

We thank those pastors that visited our church

as well, Brother Billy McFann on May 22nd

and Brother Doug Durham on May 30th.

Brother Billy’s daughters sang for us on May

30th.  Brother Durham’s message from Luke

8:2225 entitled, “What Manner of Man is

This?,” was a blessing.  

Until next time may God bless you! 

Allen Simpson, Pastor

Sandy Clark, Reporter
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Akron Without Pastor

Bethlehem Without Pastor

Blackfork Without Pastor

Black Oak Without Pastor

Brookdale Without Pastor

Canaan Without Pastor

Eifort                           Without Pastor

Germany Hollow Without Pastor

Good Hope Without Pastor

McArthur Without Pastor

New HopeLucasville Without Pastor

Old Kyger Without Pastor

Woodstock Carl Hartman

Pastor
Changes

Church 
News

Travis McKenzie, Ohio Home Missionary to Ashland, Ohio

What a blessing it is to be a blessing!

A while back, Compassion Church hosted a table at the Ashland County Ministerial Association’s “National

Day of Prayer Breakfast.” During this event, I was called to the podium to help honor the Ashland City Chief

of Police, who was retiring from the police force. I am currently one of six Ashland Police Chaplains. After

the event, I talked with a local youth pastor named John who I’ve really enjoyed getting to know. He said,

“Man! You’ve got your hands into about everything going on in this town!” I told him that this was our goal

from the very beginning. He responded by telling me that Compassion Church has a reputation among the

community for having a heart for Ashland! I said, there’s a “God story” for that! So, I shared with him my

testimony regarding our community involvement. 

When we first began applying to North American Ministries to become church planters, Missy and I both had

to undergo spiritual and mental assessment tests. The results showed that while we were both spiritually

sound, and of adequate mental capacity, one area where I lacked was “community involvement.” This both

ered me so much that it became a matter of urgent prayer. In the spring of 2016, not long after we arrived in

Ashland, the multiple, and gruesome, murders committed by Shawn Grate were discovered. They took place

less than two miles from our home. As I watched the news broadcasts, my heart broke for the local police

who were handling this case. I shared with Missy my desire to reach out to these guys and she encouraged me to try to contact the local police

department. After three months of calling, emailing, and visiting the police station, I never made it any further than leaving my card with the

front desk clerk. Then, it happened. I was finally able to sit down with the chief and share my heart with him. Our visit lasted for nearly two

hours. It was amazing! I thought this would change everything and I would finally be able to minister to our local police, but after our meeting I

didn’t hear from the chief for another three months. I figured it was a one and done, and I would never hear from them again. 

Then, in January of 2017, I received a call from Sergeant Darcy, who had been assigned by the chief to act as “Chaplain Liaison.” He said that,

while I had been attempting to contact the chief, another local retired pastor, Reid Firestone, was trying to do the same thing! He asked if I would

like to be an Ashland city police chaplain. I couldn’t answer him fast enough with a definite “YES.” Sergeant Darcy put me in contact with

Pastor Reid, who welcomed me to Ashland and asked if I’d be interested in attending a prayer breakfast hosted by the Ashland County Ministers

Association. I assured him I would be there.

When I arrived that morning at the breakfast, Pastor Reid wasn’t there. So, I sat next to a gentleman who introduced himself as George. As we

talked for the next several minutes, I shared our desire to start Compassion Church and how we wanted to “Reach others for Christ.” About that

time, a woman entered the room and George motioned for her to come sit next to us. Her name was Melanie Miller. She was the director of the

Ashland Pregnancy Care Center. She also happens to be the wife of Ashland’s Mayor, Matt Miller. After introductions were made, George looked

around me toward Miss Melanie and said, “Melanie, I think I found my replacement for the Pregnancy Center board position!” To make a long

story short, I interviewed with Miss Melanie and Aaron, the board president, a few weeks later. 

Fast forward four years… I’m currently working with our local police on a weekly basis. I know each one of our officers and many of their fami

lies on a first name basis, and I’ve been called in to minister to them on several occasions. I’ve been blessed to be the vicepresident for the

Ashland Pregnancy Care Center for two years now, and, most recently, I was elected to be the vicepresident for the Ashland County Minister’s

Association. 

On a side note, I’m also the secretary for the Ashland County Cancer association board, which is another “God story” all together!  Finally, in

addition to these local offices, Mayor Matt Miller invites me to open our local city council meetings and our county commissioner meetings on a

regular basis. God has more than answered my prayer! And I count it a great privilege to serve Him in this community! John didn’t realize what

he was really saying to me the other day when he told me what Compassion Church was known for in Ashland. I had been struggling with a

sense of defeat over the past few months, but what a blessing it is to know that Compassion Church has been a blessing to the Ashland

Community!

Thank you all so much for your faithful partnership with Compassion Church. You are the reason we are reaching so many in Ashland! Stay safe,

stay healthy, God bless!

In Christ’s service,

Travis McKenzie



Lois “Carole”

Diamond 78, of

S p r i n g f i e l d ,

Ohio passed

away April 25th

in her home.  She

left for the gates

of heaven sur

rounded by her

loving family.

Carole was born

in Springfield,

Ohio on January 9, 1943 to Willard and Madge

Bayes.  A lifelong resident of Clark County, and

graduate of Greenon High School.  Carole

enjoyed her home of over 50 years in Beatty

Village. Carole had many pets over the years

which she spoiled rotten. She owned and oper

ated her beauty salon, The Curly Top for over

40 years.  She had many friendships with her

long term customers.  

Carole was a lifelong member of the FWB

Church, most recently, Beatty FWB.  Carole is

survived by her devoted husband of over 53

years, Donald Diamond, daughter, Tonya

(Michael) Diamond, grandsons, Allen and

Anthony Diamond, “adopted” granddaughter,

McKenzie Crosbie, sister, Judy (Ronald) Harris,

niece, Kelly (Gary) Bare, nephew, Jeff (Becky)

Harris, numerous great nieces and nephews,

special neighbors, church family, and friends.

Most of all, Carole dearly loved being

“Mamaw” to her beloved boys. 

Services were held April 29th at Rose Hill

Burial Park Memorial Chapel with Pastor John

Wallace officiating.

Britany Renee

Sammons, 29 of

Columbus Ohio,

Passed away May

1st. Britany was born

February 20th, 1992

in Columbus, Ohio

to Frank Sammons

and Renee Sammons

(Armentrout).

Britany will be

deeply missed. For

multiple reasons but

most notably her sense of humor and that beau

tiful smile.

She is survived by both parents; Son Luis

Miquel Mendoza; Brothers; Frank Sammons,

Nick Sammons; Sisters Erica Sammons,

Brittney Stillwell, and Amber Culwell;

Grandmother Christine Sammons, Uncles:

Pastor Michael Sammons (Melissa Sammons),

John Sammons and Matthew Sammons: Aunts

Tonyia Reed (Rev. Aaron Reed) and Mary

Craig. Britany was also survived by many close

friends, and extended family that loved her

deeply.

Services were held May 20th with Pastor

Michael Sammons officiating. Burial was at

Eastlawn Cemetery.

Patty (Fisher) Rainer

With heavy hearts, we announce the death of

Patty (Fisher) Rainer of Oak Hill,, born in

Gallipolis, Ohio, who passed away on May 4,

2021 at the age of 61. She was a member of the

Oak Hill FWB Church.  She was predeceased

by her parents, Gladys Fisher (Davis) and Tom

Vance; her brothers, Jack Reed, Harry Paul

Reed, John McGowan, Ernie Fisher, Elmer

Fisher and Donnie Fisher; and her stepfather

Eugene Fisher.

She is survived by her husband Ricky Rainer

of Jackson, Ohio; her children, Tommy Canter

and Mandy Ratliff (Donnie) of Oak Hill, Ohio;

her grandchildren, Diane Canter of Chillicothe,

Haley of Oak Hill, Jason of Oak Hill, Ethan of

Oak Hill, and Lucas Ratliff of Oak Hill; her sis

ter Peggy Bloomfield (Timmy) of Oak Hill; her

sisterinlaw Mary Fisher of Oak Hill; her

nieces and nephews, Meagan McCain, Zak

McCain (Stacy) and Coy McCain of Oak Hill;

her greatniece Kylie McCain of Jackson, Ohio;

and her pet Suzie.

Larry Dale

Keener, 69, of

Rittman, went

home to be with

his Lord and

Savior on June

3rd.   Larry was

born Aug. 11,

1951 in

Gassaway, WV to

the late Sylvan

and Melissa

(Triplett) Keener and graduated from Braxton

County High School in 1969.  He later attended

West Virginia Tech and Akron Universities

where he studied Mechanical Engineering and

later Accounting.  On Aug. 3, 1974 he married

the former Vivian Pearl Griffith and they  made

their home in Rittman since 1975.  He had

worked at Midwest Rubber in Barberton and

later at Aran Aqua Pollution Systems in

Chippewa Lake.  Larry was a faithful servant of

the Lord and was a member of Canaan FWB

Church where he served as a Discipleship

Pastor.  He was a former pastor of Rittman

FWB Church and member of the Heaven Bound

Gospel Group and was also a part of the

Representatives at Canaan.  Larry loved history,

especially Civil War history and he enjoyed

playing the guitar and building models.

Surviving are his wife, Vivian; brothers, Carl

(Lenora) Keener of Front Royal, VA and Gary

Keener of Flatwoods, WV; sistersinlaw, Jackie

Keener of Stow and Betty Keener of Strange

Creek, WV; Vivian’s brother and sisters who

were like his own; Ralph Griffith of Sterling,

Ann (Calvin) Reed and Janice (Melvin) Reed

both of Quaker City and Sheila (Ed) Pauli of

Akron and many loving nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents,

brothers, Dana Keener and Ralph Keener and

sisterinlaw, Wavolene Keener.

Services were held June 7th at Canaan FWB

Church with Pastors Aaron Justice and his

nephew, Glenn Griffith officiating.

James Arnold

"Arnie" Smith,

83, of

W h e e l e r s b u r g

moved to his

heavenly home

on  February 2 at

Kings Daughters

Medical Center.

He was born July

2, 1937 in

Sunshine, KY, a

son of the late Owen and Nola (Flannery)

Smith. He attended Porter FWB Church where

he was very engaged in supporting numerous

projects and activities.  He was previously the

owner of a retail grocery business.  He had

many hobbies and interests over the course of

his life that included woodworking, travel, golf,

hunting and cars.  His primary hobby, however,

was giving to others and helping those in need. 

Arnold is survived by a son, Jim Smith and wife

Dea of Hilton Head Island, SC; two grand

daughters, Brittany Smith of Parkersburg, WV

and Madison Osborne of Denver, CO; one

grandson, Michael Osborne of Hilton Head

Island, SC; three brothers, Owen Smith Jr. of

Portsmouth, "Jonas" Edward Smith and wife

Mary Ann of Wheelersburg; John Wilburn

Smith and wife Jane of Flatwoods, KY; two sis

ters, Virginia "Eloise" McClurg and husband

Carl of Portsmouth, Louvena Swords and hus

band Phillip of Minford; sistersinlaw, Lucinda

"Cindy" Smith of Lucasville and Anna Bettis of

Wheelersburg.

He was also preceded in death by his wife

Jeanette (Fraley) Smith; four brothers, Clarence

"Oval" Smith, Ralph "Douglas" Smith, Everett

Elgan "Dick" Smith and "David" Michael Smith

and a sister in infancy, Olive Elizabeth Smith.

Funeral services were held February 27th at

Porter FWB Church with Mark Price officiat

ing.     

Doris Lee

Calvert, 86, of

Springfield, passed

away June 12,

2021 in the home

of her granddaugh

ter surrounded by

her loving family.

She was born

October 5, 1934 in

W h i t e h o u s e ,

Kentucky, the daughter of Isom “Booger” and

Grace (VanHoose) Wallen. Mrs. Calvert was a

lifelong member of Beatty FWB and she loved

to sing with her sisters. Survivors include two

children; Pamela (Chris) Brewer and Patricia

Austin, all of Springfield, four grandchildren;

Rae Jean (Joe), Kristin (Chuck), Josh (Amy)

and Ericka, nine great grandchildren; Kylee,

Mackenzie, Taylor, Brianna, Jordan, JC,

Makayla , Grace and Hailey, five great great

grandchildren; Mia, Leo, Gabriel, Raelynn and

Laelynn, one sister; Delores and numerous

nieces, nephews and cousins. Doris was preced

ed in death by her husband; Paul Calvert whom

she married March 14, 1953 and passed away

March 11, 2010, brothers; Phillipgene, Earl,

Leslie, sisters; Iretta, Lydia, Louella, Josephine

and Ernestine and her parents. 

Funeral services were held June 19th with

Pastor Steve Wallace officiating. 

David Laird White,

age 83, of Pataskala,

Ohio, stepped away

from this life to the

next on May 4 at

Mount Carmel East

Hospital. David was

born at home June 17,

1937 to the late

Charles and Mary

(Seitz) White in Ray,

OH. David will be

remembered for his kindness, sweet compas

sion and sincere love for God, family and oth

ers. Also his love of woodworking, N Gauge

Trains, Bluegrass and Southern Gospel music.

In the Lord’s service he was a Deacon, Sunday

School Teacher, pianist, guitarist, song leader

and musician for nursing home ministry as a

member of Reynoldsburg Free Will Baptist

Church! 

David is survived by his loving wife; Eugenia

White; children, Teresa White, Jeffery (Pam)

White, Cathy Eldridge and Keith (Shelley)

Edmonds; numerous grandchildren, great

grandchildren and greatgreatgrandchildren;

brother, Melvin (Paula) White; and four sisters

inlaw. In addition to his parents he is preceded

in death by his greatgrandson, Joseph Sharp;

one sisterinlaw; and brothersinlaw. 

There was a service on May 13 at the

Reynoldsburg FWB with Pastor Jerry Sargeant

officiating. 

Aurilla Jean Dingey

age 88 of Urbana

passed away on June

19th at Springfield

Regional Medical

Center. She was born

on December 27,

1932 in Louisa,

Kentucky to the late

Edford and Monnie

(Hayes) Cassell. In

addition to her parents, Aurilla is preceded in

death by her husband, Edward Dingey; her son,

Billy Edward Dingey and brothers, Bobby

Cassell, Billy Dean Cassell, and Russell

Cassell. She leaves behind her children:

Thomas Dingey and Deena Dingey; grandchil

dren: Thomas Dingey II, Patricia, Amber,

Randy, Dakota, Makala, Brittney, Damien,

Alex, Braxton, and John as well as numerous

greatgrandchildren, nieces, nephews and great

nieces and nephews. 

Aurilla was devoted to her faith and was a long

time member of Urbana FWB Church where

she taught Sunday School for over 60 years. She

was a retired beautician and loved being out

doors tending to her gardens. 

Her funeral service was held on June 25 at

Urbana FWB Church.  

Shirley Marie

Reveal, age 70, of

Springfield, passed

away on May 25th

at Springfield

Regional Medical

Center. She was

born in Franklin

County on April 21,

1951, daughter of

the late William

and Mary (Cross)

Cordle Sr.

Shirley loved the Lord and faithfully served as

a Sunday School and Vacation Bible School

Teacher at First Springfield FWBC, where she

was a member with her husband, Bob. She was

loved by anyone she met. She worked at Olan

Mills for 22 years, and was director of the

Grand Court Springfield, now Springfield

Assisted Living, prior to retirement in 2009.

Shirley leaves behind her husband of 35 years,

Robert A. Reveal; son, Wayne (Crystal) Justice;

stepson, Marty (Ellen) Reveal; stepdaughters,

Rhonda Reveal and Rachel (David) Thigpen;

nine grandchildren; ten greatgrandchildren,

siblings, Gloria (James) Westfall, William

(Anita) Cordle Jr., Becky Jones, Debbi (David)

Hutzell, Jane (Fred) Miller and Dan (Jill)

Cordle; sistersinlaw, Shirley Cordle and

Jeanette Cordle.

She was preceded in death by her parents;

stepson, David Reveal and two brothers, Jerry

Cordle, David Cordle and Jack Cordle.

Her funeral was held on May 28th with Pastor

Adam McCarty Officiating.

Continued on next page
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Available

The following singers and singing groups are available to come and sing in your church for

revivals or special services.

Baldwin Family Bluegrass Singers, Rosedale, Call Chuck Baldwin (937) 9263177

Baldwin777@roadrunner.com

Born Again Gospel Singers, Harry or Irene Litton (740) 9275319

Covered By Love, South Webster, Call Rhonda Smith 740/9613412 or 740/9613413

www.coveredbyloveonline.com

Cross Pointe Trio, Lancaster, Call Bill Pitts (740) 4387750 wpitts@columbus.rr.com

www.crosspointetrio.com

David Giddens, Marysville, (937) 6422121   jgiddens@urec.net

Day 3, Scott & Sheri Noel (740) 5746635  sdnoel07@yahoo.com

Enabling Grace, Woodstock, (Country and Bluegrass Gospel) (937) 7178783

Faith Gospel & Contemporary Christian Music, Sidney, Call Pam Moorman (937) 4921059

ladypam@bright.net

Faith in Action, Marion, Call Marjorie Abrams at (740) 3835405 or Pleasant Hill FWB, (740)

3635295  Attention: Marjorie Abrams or Bob Chaffin or email songlady_99@yahoo.com

God's Ambassadors, Gahanna, Call Judy Spires (614) 4754689

Gospel Ambassadors, Rittman, Call Greg Marcum (330) 9279057 

Ethan Hutchinson, Somerset, (740) 8924001 www.ethanhutchinsonofficial.com/fr_home.cfm

Jerry Branscomb, Chillicothe, (740) 6371228

Justifyed, Lancaster, 43130 (614) 2714599 robertk14@mail.com

Facebook under group name: Justifyed

Just Forgiven Singing Ministries, Dayton, (Southern Gospel) (937) 2803840 

or (614) 3092512

Headed HomeSinging For The Lord, Oak Hill, Call Jim Evans (740) 6826109 or Robert

Gamble (740) 6820042

Lord Willing, Wellston, (740) 3957728 lovdaisynewf@gmail.com

Mike Blanton & Evidence, Grove City, (614) 8712795

Mike Kisling, Hillsboro, (937) 3932084

Nina Nash, Leesburg, (Southern Gospel Sound Tracks) (937) 7806865  gnash2@cinci.rr.com

New Covenant Trio, Columbus, Call Gary Preston (614) 7743109 or (614) 7743039 gppre

ston@columbus.rr.com

Ounce of Hope, Delaware, (Southern Gospel) (740) 3634576

Paul James Sound, Columbus, (614) 6688916 paul@pauljamessound.com

www.pauljamessound.com

Ruth Hammond, Grove City, (614) 4400694  ruthandkevin77@gmail.com

Rowena and George Walker, Dayton, (937) 2588317

Steve Russell, Marengo, (740) 9726729  steverussell@muscian.net

Steve Fyffe, Xenia, (937) 3749032  stv4314@aol.com

Sword Family, Middleburg Heights, (440) 7477436.

The Castle/Maxwell Project, Grove City, Call Dan Castle 614/7464982 

or email castle.maxwell.project@gmail.com

The Blankenship Family, Mount Sterling, (740) 8692423 

The Family of God, Logan, Call Steve E. Goss (740) 6031583

The Hambys, Dublin, (Southern Gospel) (614) 8731215

The Spiritual Echoes, Circleville, Call Rick Moore (614) 5959776 or Delores Moore (614)

4919502

Violet Maynard Family, (614) 4961618, violetmaynard@yahoo.com

www.violetmaynard.com.

Undivided, Grove City, Call Mike or Sheri France (614) 3523368  Undivided96@aol.com

If you would like your group to be included, please send me your group name, what local FWB

Church you are a member of, your address, and phone number and I will add you the list in the

next  issue of the Ambassador

Free Will Baptist Singing Groups

Evangelist 
Mike Blanton

Available for services, revivals and 
camp-meetings!

(614) 871-2795 

Mike Blanton and
Evidence

available to sing at your
church!

Contact Information for the new

Executive Secretary:

Office Phone: 614/7511190

Cell Phone: 614/9075933 (Ben Crabtree)

Email:bcrabtree@ohiofwb.org

I am is excited for the opportunity to Advance the Kingdom with the church

es of Ohio! See my schedule on Page 18 or visit our website calendar for more

up to date information on available dates to preach, teach and worship with

you! 

I love the local church and what it means to each community.  Having the

opportunity to speak at the churches in Ohio and meeting each of you will take

some time but I look forward to every opportunity given.  

Praying for you as we work together to reach the lost and make disciples. 

Brother Ben

Laura “Jane” Dean was born January 27, 1939 to her late parents,

Delcie (Brady) and Willis C. Webb Sr. at the family home in Raleigh

County, West Virginia. She was a long time Ohio resident before

going with the Lord on May 16, at Brewster Parke. She married

Reverend Damon D. Dean on February 3, 1953, who passed in

December of 1991. Janie was a member of United FWB Church and

was dedicated to her faith and family. She loved and gave with her

whole heart to anyone who was in need. She enjoyed crafting, read

ing, traveling, wordsearches and solitaire. She drove to family homes

across states whenever she got the opportunity. 

In addition to her parents and husband, she was preceded in death by two brothers, Oley and

James Webb; sister, Carol (Late George) Cramp; and two infant grandsons. She is survived by

brothers; Bobby (late Faye), Howard (Linda) and Willis ‘Junior”(Late Brenda) Webb; sister

Wilma Green; daughters, Sharen (Late Randy) Davis, Brenda (Michael) Reed, Diana (late

Gary) Hickman and Tobi (Daniel) Hattery; 8 grandchildren and 14 great grandchildren. A

memorial service was held May 29th.

James William Dean, age 79, born to Loretta (Yost) Dean on April

19, 1942, left the arms of his loving wife into the arms of Jesus, on

Tuesday, June 29, surrounded by his devoted family and friends.

Psalm 116:15 – “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his
saints.”
He was a member of Heritage Christian Church where he faithfully

served on the Greeter Team, Puppet Team, Annual Heritage Harvest

Picnic and anywhere else needed. Jim joined the U.S. Air Force

when he was 17 to serve his country. He married the love of his life,

Donna, on November 11, 1966. They were best friends and enjoyed

camping, biking and taking cruises together. He started his 36year

driving career with UPS, where he drove a tractor trailer, pulling doubles safely all those

years. After his UPS retirement, he spent the next 10 years as a School Bus Driver for

Worthington Christian Schools. Jim had a servant’s heart and was always willing to help fam

ily and friends with any need.

He was a very devoted husband, and proud Dad, Grandpa and GreatGrandpa. Jim is preced

ed in death by his mother, Lorretta Yost Dean, soninlaw, Scott Smart, brotherinlaw, Jim

Koons; and Marsh Mowery (Big Brother from Big Brothers Association). He is survived by

Donna, his loving wife of 54½ years; daughter Dione (Daniel) Seifer; Dennis (Melissa) Dean;

Don (Dana) Dean; grandchildren: Rachel (Wesley) Boston; Samantha (Joel) Maynard;

Amanda (Ross) Meeker; Allison Dean; Tara Cooper; Selina Cooper; Jacob Cooper; Victoria

Short; greatgrandchildren: Jaxson, Levi, Jaysean and Jordan; sister, Ruth Koons; extended

family; and a multitude of wonderful friends and neighbors. Special thanks to our loving fam

ily, lifelong friends Brenda and Tom Wells, the marvelous team of workers from Capital City

Hospice, and everyone who showed their love and support with prayers, cards, food, gift

cards and words of encouragement throughout his Hospice journey.

Funeral Services were held on July 3, at Heritage Christian Church and officiated by Pastors

John Buckles and Andy Seiberhagen. 

Obituaries continued 
from page 6



DOGWOOD RIDGE (PINE CREEK)

Hello from Dogwood Ridge FWB Church!

Summer is here and everything is in full bloom!

Especially gardens that are full of fruits and

vegetables, ready to be picked and eaten.

Although, what comes with the produce that’s

fully grown and ready to eat is the time and

preparation that went into tiling the garden,

planting the food, watering them, and suckering

the plants each day. We don’t often think about

that when we see the finished product we just

think, wow this is good. Our Christian walk is

like that too, we have to make daily prepara

tions and sacrifices in other areas of our life to

see our own personal fruits grow. Are your own

personal fruits of the spirits growing or being

drowned out by the summer sun? 

In May we had a baby dedication for two

sweet children. We are excited as a church to do

our part in helping these babies grow and

become everything God intends for them to be.

Our kids are not the church of tomorrow, they

are the church of today! 

We have started planning for VBS which we

are excited to be having this year! We also had

“Muffins with mom” on Mother’s Day and

“Donuts with dad” on Father’s Day which was

a great time of fellowship with each other. We

are looking forward to see what God has in

store for our church! 

Jeremy Moore, Pastor

Jocee Conkey, Reporter

GRACE

We would like to once again send out greetings

from Grace FWB Church in Bedford , Ohio. We

pray all are doing well, we are doing great and

are being blessed by God. 

We have been having some wonderful visiting

preachers coming out to fellowship with us.

We've had Bro.Bill Alford, Bro. Mark Angle

and his brother, Bro. Matt Angle. They have

been a blessing and we thank the Lord for their

preaching and fellowship. 

We are planning a three night revival in

October with the Angle Brothers preaching. If

you're able come and fellowship with us, we

would love to have you. I'll give you the rest of

the info in September’s article.

We ask for your continued prayers for our

church, our lost loved ones and the sick. We

continue to pray for each of you. We trust that

God is continuing to bless each of you.

We should  thank the Lord for giving the sci

entists and doctors the knowledge to make a

vaccine for the Corona virus. We're so thankful

things are starting to get better. Let's continue to

pray for our country and leaders. America needs

to get back to God and the foundations it was

formed on.

Blessings to you. 

Wayne Altman, Pastor

Elaine Booth, Reporter

LOCKBOURNE (TRINITY)

Greetings from Lockbourne.  We are happy

that things at Lockbourne are feeling more like

normal. Our ladies fellowship met in May and

we are so looking forward to participating in

outreach projects as the Lord directs.

We have been having some wonderful servic

es and we are grateful that the Lord has been

present to meet the needs of our congregation. 

We recently enjoyed the music ministry of the

Larch Family from Charleston, West Virginia

and we’re looking forward to their next visit

September 19th. We had a beautiful spiritfilled

service on Father’s Day when Brother Corey

Carroll preached for us. It’s always special

when he visits Lockbourne and we thank God

for his ministry. Everyone had a great time at

our Sunday School picnic in June. The theme

was Kids Under Construction and we all

enjoyed great fellowship and food, not to men

tion all of the fun moments on the giant blow

ups.

We ask for prayers for Sister Nancy Loar and

family on the loss of her sister and Betty

Endicott and family on the loss of her cousin.

Please pray for comfort for both families.

We are looking forward to the Lord’s blessings

on our upcoming services. Brother Sammy

Stambaugh and his family will be with us July

18th. Brother Randy Nichols will be preaching

for our homecoming August 8th, Brother Bruce

Sparks will be preaching August 22nd and

Brother Rick Moore and the Spiritual Echos

will be with us September 26th. Please pray for

us at Lockbourne as we labor together in the

Lord.

Leon Stevens, Pastor

Janelle Sagraves, Reporter

GAHANNA (CORNERSTONE)

Hello from Gahanna Free Will Baptist. 

We have been able to have our three a week

services for several months now and our mem

bership is getting back to normal.

Pastor Curtis Booth’s wife, Pat, is in poor

health and we’d like to ask for continued

prayers for her.

Isaiah Bragg and Justin Johnson accepted

Jesus and were baptized into our church recent

ly.  Please pray for these young men as they

study and learn God’s word.

We’ve lost several members in the last few

months but we know they are rejoicing with

loved ones in heaven.

Reverend Edwin Hayes brought our morning

and evening service to us on Father’s Day.

The Women’s Bible Group, led by Tammy

Jackson, is meeting every Friday in our fellow

ship hall.  This class brings each of us closer to

God and the understanding of his previous

words.

Our ladies auxiliary is back to their regular

monthly meetings.  They prepared their first

food gathering since Covid19 in honor of

Pastor Booth’s 84th birthday.  We’re all praying

for many gatherings and many more birthdays

for our pastor.

Let’s keep praying for each other.

Curtis Booth, Pastor

Gail Hickman, Reporter

PURITAN (SOUTH CENTRAL)

Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ.

The weather is getting warmer and activities

are in full bloom. Hope the warm weather has

you doing more for the Lord! Our church is

having wonderful services and attendance is

growing. 

In May we had Brother Bob Legg with us to

minister and give updates from Family

Ministries. We also had the Neal Family sing in

one of our services. These young kids do a won

derful job and are a blessing. 

The month of June we had our Church “Prom”

and everyone had a wonderful time and looked

great. Then on June 27, we had Bryan and

Yvonne Hutson singing for us and the spirit

and service were wonderful. We are having our

services on the hill at the shelter the last Sunday

of each month and it is a blessing to enjoy the

outdoors while praising our Lord and Savior!

Continue to pray for our sick and shutins in

our church. We pray that you enjoy your sum

mer! Blessings to you all,

Jamie Fortner, Pastor

Rhonda Fortner, Reporter

LIGHTHOUSE (TRISTATE)

Greetings to all my fellow Free Will Baptists.

It is a pleasure to write this report and we are

praising God as always. 

It is so good that we are starting to get things

back to normal. We had a work detail May 8th

and a friends and family day on May 16th. We

had a great crowd in church that Sunday. We

were able to celebrate Mother’s Day; all the

ladies were given a red rose and a candle. Bro.

Bobby and Sister Susan treated us to lunch at

Butler State Park. We had a great time of fel

lowship. We also had a yard sale in May.  

Two of our young people, Corrie and Will,

graduated high school and we had a graduation

dinner for them on June 6th. 

It was such a blessing to be able to have

Vacation Bible School this year. Teresa Tyree

and all our workers did a great job planning and

coordinating the snacks to coincide with the les

son of the day.  We had a great group of children

attending. 

We celebrated Father’s Day by giving all the

men candy.

Bobby Courtney, Pastor

Nancy Reiber, Reporter
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WNAC Director Search Continues

The WNAC board has not been satisfied with the results of the applica

tion process for the director search. Therefore, the board has taken a

proactive approach to seek potential candidates. The salary package is

being adjusted and the director’s role transformed to fulfill the vision of

Free Will Baptist women’s ministry. If you know a dedicated Christian

lady who desires to serve and meets the necessary criteria for nomina

tion, please complete the  form found at wnac.org under "Director

Search." Or feel free to contact any WNAC Board member with your

nomination. We would appreciate your prompt response.  Thank you

for your participation and prayers for WNAC.

Lee Ann Wilfong

Search Committee Member

leeannwilfong77@gmail.com

5737606756

Amy Johnson

WNAC Board Chairman

harmybeth@gmail.com

7655248554 
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Available

The following ministers are available to fill the pulpit for pastors
who have to be away from their church.  

Many are interested in conducting revivals as well.

Bill Alford, Strongsville, Oh                   (440) 572-1614
Lee Aldridge, Londonderry, Oh (740) 887-4065
Anthony “Tony” W. Blackburn, Mechanicsburg, Oh                    (614) 623-0031
Mike Blanton, Grove City, Oh                      (614) 871-2795
Chad Booth, Ashland, Oh (330) 715-8403
Larry Brown, Mount Sterling, Oh  (740) 852-0586
Ron Brown, Hillsboro, Oh                        (937) 402-4452
Roger Childers, W Liberty, Oh (937) 869-4890
Roger Crusie, Greenfield, Oh                (937) 981-3529
Mike Daniel, Englewood, Oh (937) 836-0540
Martin Denes, Chillicothe, Oh (740) 701-2124 
Luther Dingess, Fort Gay, WV         (304) 648-5901
Freddy Dutton, Columbus, Oh                  (614) 276-0200
Michael Ellis, Columbus, Oh (614) 917-7309
Packy Gibson, Hillsboro, Oh                   (937) 393-2730
Edwin Hayes, Pickerington, Oh        (614) 208-2716
Carl Jenkins, Cleveland, Oh          (216) 351-2475
James Johnson, Rittman, Oh              (330) 331-6088
Jason Jones, Marysville, Oh     (614) 307-2528
William Jones, Marysville, Oh             (937) 594-1331
Paul Keener, Westerville, Oh             (614) 891-4382
Robert Legg, Dayton, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep) (937) 648-9600
George Lore, Bucyrus, Oh (606) 615-2290
Alton Loveless, Columbus, Oh               (573) 330-7728
Rodger Marsh, Leesburg, Oh (937) 661-1169
Tom Murphy, Commercial Pt, Oh        (614) 218-5435
Robert Prichard, Cleveland, Oh (216) 347-1559
Freddie Ray, Omstead Falls, Oh (216) 355-2137 
Tom Spradlin, Portsmouth, Oh (740) 352-4863
Lowell Spencer, Ontario, Oh (419) 545-2449
Alex Stevens, Greenup, KY         (606) 473-5417
Talo Teo, Zanesville, Oh                      (740) 487-5735
Tim Updike, Wellston, Oh                            (740) 384-3277
Alan Wright, Orient, Oh (614) 208-4253

FWB Ministers

GALION UNITY FWB 

IN NEED OF HELP!

Galion Unity Free Will Baptist Church is looking for a person who is interest

ed in assisting our pastor with teaching and preaching.  He has some health

issues that sometimes prevents him from teaching on Wednesday nights and

occasionally preaching on Sunday.  This person would take over teaching the

Adult Sunday School classes every Sunday.  It is preferred to have someone

local to the Galion area or be willing to relocate to the area.

Our church is a small, family oriented church.  We love each other as family

and would love to welcome someone to our family.  If you are interested in

joining us, please contact Pastor Dave Bates at 4195449078.

Also, Pastor Dave may possibly be in need of a kidney transplant in the

near future. If so, he will be in need of a donor.  If you or someone you

know would be interested in possibly donating a kidney, please contact Pastor

Dave at the number above.  Thank you and God bless.

Greetings from the 

Ohio Women Active for Christ

State Board.

News and Upcoming Events
State Meeting
First, I want to tell you about two big changes that we voted on at our state meeting.

1.  We have officially changed our name to Ohio Free Will Baptist (FWB)

Women’s Ministries.  2.  We have removed a mandatory annual dues payment.

These two changes go hand in hand and exist to let all Free Will Baptist women in

the state of Ohio know they are part of women’s ministry.  If you would like to have

some of our board members come to your church to discuss this and our upcoming

activities, we would love to do that!  Look for a new logo soon.

Our OWAC state meeting took place on Thursday June 24, 2021 at 6pm at Heritage

Free Will Baptist Church.  It was a joy to hear from Elizabeth Hodges with us who

serves as WNAC Executive Secretary on our theme of Survival and what the Lord

had laid on her heart.  Ms. Elizabeth retires this year and to have this time with her

was a precious gift.  Thank you, Elizabeth, for all you’ve done and taught us!  We

also enjoyed special singing by Mike and Sandy Mounts.

We were able to honor former state Executive Secretary Brother Edwin Hayes and

his wife Linda for their years of service.  Brother Edwin and Sister Linda will be

missed and are dearly loved.  

We were also able to welcome our new state Executive Secretary Brother Ben

Crabtree and his wife Kristen and their children.  We are looking forward to work

ing with Ben and Kristen and the relationships they are going to build in Ohio.  We

wish them the best and want them to know the Ohio women are behind them!

Fall Retreat
Our annual fall retreat will take place

October 89, 2021 at the Berlin Grande

Hotel in the heart of Amish country.

We are thrilled to have Dr. Neil

Gilliland with us as our speaker this

year and are looking forward to special

singing by Deanna Price and her

daughters Lacey Ratcliff and Hannah

Parson.  The theme is Hope. Check

your church mailboxes in the next cou

ple of weeks!  Our retreat letter with pertinent details as well as registration forms

will be on their way!

Mark your Calendars:
August 2728 HIS girls lock in at Hillview FWBC for young ladies ages 1220 begin

ning at 6pm on Friday evening and continuing until 9am on Saturday morning.  

November 6 Fellowship and Fundraiser at Forest Valley FWBC from 24pm.

State Officers
We would like to introduce you to our new slate of Ohio FWB Women’s Ministries

officers.  If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to any of these

ladies.                    President Jessica Musetti (Columbus First)

Vice PresidentSarah Sargent (Reynoldsburg)

Secretary Misty Konkle (Heritage)

Treasurer Jeannie Sargent (Reynoldsburg)

State Representative Will be filled by all board members

Members at Large Jeanie Castle (Westerville), Jennifer Sigmon

(Reynoldsburg), Vivian Egnor (Cleveland), Allison Feight (Columbus First), and

Ashley Alphin (Westerville) 

Your sister in Christ,

Jessica Musetti, Ohio FWB Women’s Ministry President

Jessicamusetti2@gmail.com

Ohio Women Active for Christ
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Are you receiving the

If you like to begin receiving all the Ohio FWB News, just send
your email address to 

bcrabtree@ohiofwb.org

Franklin Conference

Revival
Sunday Service at 6:00 pm

MondayWednesday Services at 7:00 pm

Westerville FWB Church
390 E. College Ave

Westerville, Ohio 43081

September 1215th

Rev. Paul Etterling, Pastor

Edwin Hayes

Attention: Ambassador Reporters

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE!
The deadline for the 

September-October Issue will be 
Noon, September 1st



Why This Theme?

We all need a RESET from time to time. Coming out of a crisis requires us to evaluate

what changed and what stays the same. The shock, confusion, and stress of disrup

tion often cause leaders to misjudge priorities. We chose the theme RESET for D6

2022 to help you in three ways: value the past, look forward, and equally important,

the time to properly evaluate without hasty predictions.

The RESET logo has two builtin arrows, one turning back to ensure we reboot from

scriptural discipleship principles. The second arrow looks forward by applying those

discipleship principles as church and home have changed. By spring 2022, the wis

dom gained over time will accurately show where we need to focus while moving for

ward. Make plans now for your whole team to RESET together.
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Who is the D6 Conference for?

Leaders, Staff, Volunteers, Parents

What Can You Expect?

Time together to plan your discipleship strategy.     

To be equipped and empowered as parents and

leaders.

To walk away with tools and resources you will

use.



CENTERBURG (CAPITAL CITY)

Greetings from Centerburg!  

I have one question for you. Will there be a

place for you?  Revelation 20:11 “And I saw a
great white throne, and him that sat on it, from
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away;
and there was found no place for them”.  Only

you can answer this question.  

Brother Micah Tuggle preached this sermon

on June 13th.  What a wonderful message!  Pray

hard for your family and friends that they will

have a place in heaven one day.

The Lord is still in the saving business!  We’ve

witnessed five souls saved.  Four of which were

saved at youth camp.  On June 27th we had a

Youth Day, honoring our youth and highlighting

events from youth camp.  After the service eight

were baptized, followed by meatloaf dinner.

Our upcoming events for the summer will be:

our annual church yard sale, July 15th, 16th, &

17th. Join us, you may find something you can’t

do without!  VBS will be held July 26th29th.

The theme this year is “Cosmic Crusade”.  We

pray for the kids in and around our community,

that they will hear and learn of Jesus.  They are

going to need Him if the Lord should tarry.

Sunday, September 19th will be our homecom

ing.

We pray each of you will have a safe and

happy summer.  May the Lord bless and protect

you.

Until the next report, if the Lord should tarry!

Mark Tuggle, Pastor

Sandy McDowell, Reporter

CANAAN (CAPITAL CITY)

The past few months at Canaan have been a

roller coaster of emotion.  We celebrated the

baptisms of several young people who made the

decision to accept Christ as Savior.  We honored

moms, dads, and grads. We wept as a family

when we had to say goodbye to Rev. Larry

Keener who graduated to the hills of glory

where he was welcomed into his heavenly

home. We mourned the loss of Kim Daniels,

daughter of Rev. Paul Daniels and celebrated

the wedding of her niece, Chelsey.

We are excited about Vacation Bible School

which will be the week of July 26th. This is

always a great time for the kids from both our

church and the community.

We have lots of decisions to make in the

months ahead.  Please pray with us as we seek

God's will during this time of transition.

Aaron Justice, Associate Pastor

Lisa Justice, Clerk

WILLIAMS ROAD (FRANKLIN)

Greetings from the Williams Road FWB

Church. We welcomed our new pastor and his

wife to our congregation in December, 2020,

Rev Russell Street and Fredia Street. 

We just celebrated our Homecoming on June

27th, with a picnic. Rev Benjamin Crabtree

(New Promotional Director for Ohio FWB State

Association) preached and Jeremy Liles pro

vided the music. We were excited to have them

and their families with us for this service. A

good time was had by all. 

With Covid happening last year, we were still

able to do our food pantry on the second and

fourth Thursday of the month to minister to our

neighborhood. Our food pantry was able to

serve between 50 and 100 families each time,

through the efforts of our director Carrie Waugh

and her team of volunteers. 

We are currently have three services a week

again, Sunday 10:30AM and 6PM and

Wednesday night 7 PM. We are started Sunday

School on July 4th. 

God bless and we thank everyone for their

prayers for our church. 

Russell Street , Pastor

Yvonne Smith, Reporter

ANTIOCH (CENTRAL OHIO)

“Let us rejoice and be glad.”
We have much to rejoice about, God is with us

each and every day.

May 1st Antioch hosted the Central Ohio

Conference. Our attendance was in the 60’s.

Our morning worship service was preached by,

Bro. Carl Hartman, the pastor of the

Woodstock church.

On June 710th we held our Vacation Bible

School. Our attendance was down a little.  We

remained in the 50’s each night on our last night

we had 63.  We also held our program on the

last night, this promoted even more in atten

dance. We are grateful to our director, Tobi

Briggs and all the teachers and helpers that

worked so hard to make it special for the kids.

On June 13th, we honored our graduates.  We

had two from high school, Madaysia Sizemore

and Ryan Valentine.  We had one graduate from

college, Jacob Valentine.

August 8th, Sunday will be our 42st home

coming at Antioch.  Bro. Harry Neil Frisby

from Paintsville, KY, will be preaching and

Undivided from Canaan Land FWB Church

will be singing.

In our Wednesday night Bible study our pastor

has been teaching on the book of Revelation.

We are all learning a great deal from God’s

word.

On September 19th we will be starting a

revival.  That Sunday at 10:30 am and 6:00 p.m.

Bro Audie Murphy will be preaching and

singing. On Sept 20th, Monday Pastor Lucian

Baker from Christ the King Community

Church will be preaching.  On Sept. 21st,

Tuesday Pastor Shawn Beauchamp from

Canaan Land FWB Church will be preaching.

On Sept. 22nd, Wednesday Pastor John Meade

from the Southwest FWB Church will be

preaching.  We are looking for to a great time in

the Lord. 

Our regular services: Wednesday night Bible

Study at 7:00 and Sunday Morning worship at

10:30 am.

“Win the Lost at Any Cost”

In His service.

Jim Blankenship, Pastor

Linda Blankenship, Reporter
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BOOKKEEPING
ACCOUNTING
NOTARY PUBLIC

M. J. LOWE’S
INCOME TAX SERVICE

3213 SOUTH HIGH STREET
COLUMBUS OHIO 43207

JIM & JEAN LOWE                         Phone 16144916280
OWNERS                                            FAX 16144914554

MJLOWE24@YAHOO.COM

HOLY GROUND FREE WILL BAPTIST YOUTH FOR CHRIST CAMP
Located at:  5150 RIBER RD, HILLSBORO, OHIO 45133

(Bldg- Worship, Devotions, Recreation, etc.)  (New Kitchen/Dining Hall Building)             (Completely new Kitchen facilities)

(Improved Pond facilities)

Newly built, fully furnished kitchen and dining area, as well as the huge pond is now available for swimming
and pedal boats!  A Pastor from a camp in 2012 was so impressed with our improvements in these areas that

he said he wished other FWB churches were aware of our new (Kitchen/Dining hall) and improved (the
Pond) facilities. 

For leasing and information on the above camps call Donna Glenn (937) 475-2710, 
Rev. Steve Nickels (937) 478-1182,  Pastor Tim Hamilton (937) 559-1966

or Email us at timham@reagan.com.  

Please let us know if you would like to view a camp presentation.

A ministry of Northridge Free Will Baptist Church, 4800 Payne Ave,
Dayton, OH 45414

NORTH FWB CHURCH HONORS

PASTOR OF 41 YEARS

June 27th the North Church held their

annual Pastor Appreciation Service by

honoring their long time pastor Bill

Chadwick and his wife Sara. They took

time to expresss their love and apprecia

tion to them and Associate Pastor Kyle

Chadwick and his wife Jennifer.

The Generation of Faith Singers pro

vided the special music and Ohio

Promotional Secretary Edwin Hayes

preached.

It was a great service with several on the

altar and one lady gave her life to the

Lord!

It was a great day at the North Church!



Dr. Freddy Dutton had surgery on June 6th at Mt. Carmel

Hospital in Grove City. He is now home recovering.

Mary Trusty, wife of former McGuffey FWB Pastor David

Trusty had shoulder replacement surgery May 28th. The surgery

went well and  she now has three months rehab.

Benji Feight, Columbus First Pastor Justin Feight's infant son

Benjamin was taken to Nationwide Children's Hospital in

Columbus with RSV on May 18th.  He has been released and is

home now. 

GalionUnity Pastor Dave Bates was the hospital for a 22 day

stay in May! A few years back, Brother Dave had a liver trans

plant. He is now home but in still in need of prayer.

Ohio Assistant Clerk Manuel Lopes underwent extensive

shoulder surgery April 30th. He is also the Franklin Conference

Clerk and is the Registration Director at the Ohio Men's Retreat. 

Melissa Farmer, wife of Liberty FWB Pastor Cecil Farmer is

being treated for cancer.

Ralph Tuggle, a member of the Centerburg Church and father

to Pastor Mark Tuggle is being treated for cancer. 

Claude Davis, former member of the Gahanna FWB Church

has been released from the hospital into hospice care. Brother

Claude was the leader of the gospel group the Roadmasters.

Dale Spencer, clerk of the Northern Ohio Conference has been

in the hospital in June. He is now home recovering
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“Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.”
Ephesians 6:24

Thought for the Month

George Lore Ministries

Available to Preach Revivals, Campmeetings, 

Homecomings, and Special Services

For such a time as this!
Cell: (606)6152290 email:

georgevlore@yahoo.com

Hospital

Update

Visit us on the
web

www.OhioFWB.org
or our 

Facebook Page
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IM Inc. News Release  

Friends of India
The retirement of Brother Carlisle Hanna, after seventy years

of faithful service, raised the question of how to best continue

the ministries of the established Free Will Baptist works in

India?

To address this pressing need, the IM leadership team entered

into discussions with the Friends of India (FOI), a 501c3 non

profit organization based in South Carolina. The FOI board is

made up of pastors with a strong commitment to the ministries

God has developed through Free Will Baptists in India. IM and

FOI have been partners for nearly fifteen years.

The FOI sponsorship of many building projects, purchase of

motorbikes and bicycles for the pastors and evangelists, support

for pastors and evangelists, aid for believers, consistent prayer,

regular visits to the field, and much more have clearly demon

strated their devotion to our Free Will Baptist works in India.

After much prayer, discussions, meetings, emails, and exchange

of ideas, it has been agreed that the FOI will take oversight of

the works established by Brother Carlisle, his former mission

ary colleagues, and national believers.

Dr. Don Hanna, son of Brother Carlisle, who was raised in

India, serves as the President of the FOI board. His grasp of the

language, understanding of the culture, relationship with nation

al believers and leaders, understanding of the ministries, ser

vant’s heart, and other factors make him the perfect person to

oversee the ongoing works in India.

Dr. Don shared his thoughts about this transition. He said, “I

am grateful for the opportunity to partner with IM in leading

our work in India. I have had the Lord’s call on my life for

many years to help lead this work forward. There are many, and

great, challenges. I have very large shoes to fill, so we covet

your prayers and support as we move forward. I am grateful to

each one of the Friends of India board for their commitment to

our work in India and for standing with me. I am grateful for

the opportunity to work with Brother Clint, who has been very

gracious as we work together to reach the millions of lost souls

in India.”

General Director Clint Morgan stated, “IM’s commitment to

India is undeniable. It was our first field and by far the largest

in the number of churches and believers. We rejoice that our

longterm investment of personnel and resources has produced

much fruit. At this historical juncture, we are convinced FOI is

well placed to ensure the continuity and stability of the estab

lished ministries. I look forward to working with Dr. Don and

FOI to continue Free Will Baptist efforts to reach the 1.2 billion

lost people in India.”

Funding for the ministries in India is greatly needed. FOI will

be setting the budget, sending the funds to India, and doing the

accountability.  You can contribute to these ministries directly

to FOI or through IM. One hundred percent of funds sent to IM

earmarked for ‘Hanna, Rev. Carlisle – Friends of India’ will be

sent to FOI.

IM Prayer Requests
Brazil
• Kenneth Eagleton – Please pray for Kenneth, as he deals

with tendinitis in hia hip. It has hindered him from standing and

walking. There is no good time to be ill, but they are in the

middle of packing for their move to the States for their

Stateside assignment and will be traveling in June. He definite

ly needs his legs. 

Bulgaria
• Tim & Lydia Awtrey  Thank you for your prayers. I thank

God that my ankle is healing well and will hopefully be able to

throw away my crutches in a month or two. We also have been

overwhelmed by the love and care we have been shown by pas

tors and churches here in the USA.

• Jonathan & Amy Postlewaite  Last Thursday I met with the

mayor of the municipality where Odarne is located to request

the use of a couple of rooms for our weekly meetings. The

meeting went very well and the mayor said he would be getting

back to me about my request. Please continue to pray that he

will approve our request for this new meeting space. Pray that

we will see more people start showing interest in the gospel in

the village of Odarne, in the city of Pordim (where the mayor

is), and in the surrounding region. 

Ecuador 
• Adam & Carol Duncan We praise God that the shortterm

THP trip a few weeks ago was lifechanging for Caleb and

Moriah; join us as we pray they will discover their area of min

istry when we are in Ecuador full time. Continue to remember

us as we travel this week from Missouri to Virginia. Carol has a

very important “handson” examination due in the next couple

of weeks, pray for the memory of the detailed patient physical

exam areas and equipment to arrive on time. Through all these

things we continue to work on language learning while stateside

to lessen our time informal language school. 

Japan
• Rusty & Brenda Carney  We thank the Lord that the Speer

family made it back to America safely. Pray for their adjust

ment to life in America and pray for the Kamifukuoka church

as we try to fill in the gap they have left. Pray for the continued

spiritual growth of the church members and for opportunities

and boldness to share our faith. Also please pray for a Christian

kindergarten mom that Brenda has befriended who is going

through a hard time.

• Jack & Ashley Ketteman – Please pray for our return trip to

the states this Friday, June 25. Specifically, please pray for neg

ative PCR tests on June 23, for protection and easy connections

as we travel, for our readjustment to life in the US, and for our

many precious friends in Japan! 

• Daniel & Kate Speer – Pray for us as we get over jet lag this

week, readjust to life in the US, prepare to move into a new

house, attend Kate’s sister’s wedding, and then prepare to go to

the National Convention in Memphis. We are full of gratitude

for the opportunity to have served in Japan for the past two

years and give the Lord all the praise. 

Kenya
• Eddy & Amanda Simmons  Pray for our work permits to be

approved soon. Once approved, we will have to file for new

alien cards (ID). We are waiting in the capital city until these

are approved. Pray for wisdom as we reconnect with our

Samburu team in person. They have been keeping the work

going and we will have to transition back into our

leadership/facilitator roles.  Pray for Amanda as she restarts the

Bush medical clinic once we are about to return to our home up

north. Pray for rain! 

Uruguay
• Steve & Lori Torrison – Praise the Lord, Montevideo area

elementary schools have finally resumed inperson classes! Our

extroverted fifthgrader is thrilled. There is still no official word

on a start date for upper grades, but Covid cases have been

going down, so we are hopeful that Melanie will also be able to

return after the winter break in the first half of July. 

Mission Family
• Please join us in praying for the family of Joy Jones, who

passed away Sunday. She and her husband Bill were longtime

missionaries in Côte d'Ivoire. The funeral will be Thursday,

June 24, in Poteau, Oklahoma, with burial in Bryan, Texas.

• Pray for our expecting missionary family: Caroline and

Adam Pierce (IM Family). Ask God to give good health and

wisdom. Pray the baby will grow and mature as expected.

• Please pray for our missionaries as they continue to seek

prayer and financial support.

• Jerry and Carol Pinkerton are thankful for prayers on Jerry's

behalf after his recent fall. His latest Xrays showed he will not

need surgery on his neck.

• Pray for June Hersey, who is having tests at a local hospital.

Fred also requests prayer for his grandson, Dr. Oliver Hersey,

who is assuming the post of president at a Christian university

in Jerusalem.

• Pray for former missionaries struggling with a variety of

health problems: Bobby and Sue Aycock (Brazil), Florine

Coscia (Brazil), Ledgel and Sharon Ferguson (Ivory Coast

and France), Glenda Fulcher (Uruguay and Panama), Mirial

Gainer (Japan), Jan Banks (Japan), Joe and Barb Haas

(France), Sherwood and Vada Lee (Ivory Coast), Lloyd

Plunkett (Côte d’Ivoire), Amy Robinson (Uruguay), Tom

Willey, Jr. (Cuba & Panama), Don Robirds (Brazil, IM office),

and Brother Carlisle Hanna (India).

International Mission News



Grand Opening
Thank you for praying for our Grand Opening

Weekend! People from a variety of churches as

well as those in our own community joined us

for our Open House on Saturday. Over 60 souls

joined us for our Official Grand Opening on

Sunday. God has really been moving in our

services and Sunday was no exception. Troy

Sadowski, former NFL Tight End, shared his

testimony of God's grace and salvation. Please

pray for those who heard the Gospel and con

tinue to pray for us as we seek to "make disci

ples." 

Community Outreach Event
Also pray for our Upcoming Community

Outreach Event on July 9th. We have our

Annual Block Party scheduled for that day and

are asking the Lord to give us some good

Gospel conversations. We have two mission

teams who are planning to be with us that week

as well. 

There are still a few minor things that need to be

done on and around our building so if you are

interested in coming up to help us or bringing a

small mission team please contact me here.  

UNITY (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

“...For I knew that thou art a gracious god, and
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness,
and repentest thee of the evil.” Jonah 4:2 

Our pastor recently preached on Jonah and

reminded us how merciful God is! Thank you

Jesus! 

On May 16th the Sword Family led us in wor

ship. Open Door Christian school president,

Brother Denver Lee Daniel also visited our

church family.  He spoke from Hebrews 11:1

which tells us there is a God and He does love

us and that faith believes, moves, waits, cele

brates and plugs into someone who can.

Brother Adam McMahan recently preached

revival at Rittman church. We thank the Lord

Jesus for how He is using him in his preaching,

testimony, and worship leading. 

On June 13th, we had two that were saved. Sis

Harper Cowdin, 5 yrs old, was baptized that day

as well. God is still saving souls. 

We had a youth revival June 11 and 12th with

our very own associate pastor Brother Josh

Workman. He brought the message from Acts

17:11 entitled “Searching the Scriptures Daily.”

Brother Adam McMahan led the worship. 

Eugene Crouch, Pastor

Dorothy Layner, Reporter

BLACK FORK (LAWRENCE)

Greetings from Blackfork.

Hope that you all are enjoying this weather.

We’ve been having wonderful services with

Mike Bevins, George Cade, Steven Blagg,

Jessie Rawlins and Dale Henson. Brother

Henson has been teaching on the ten plagues.

If you haven’s been to Blackfork for a while or

have never been here, we invite you to come:       

Sunday School 9:30am 

Sunday evening, 6pm 

Wednesday 7pm. 

You will be glad you came and leave feeling

very blessed.

“Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands:
Sing forth the honour of his name: make his
praise glorious.” Psalms 66:12

Joyce Ann Kiser, Reporter 

FIRST SPRINGFIELD (FRANKLIN)

Greetings from First Springfield!

We are all very happy at seeing everyone’s

smiles again and feel blessed to have the oppor

tunity to get vaccinated and begin to feel “nor

mal” again. We’ve already had lots going on

since the warmer weather has arrived. We held

our second (maybe annual?) drivein service on

Memorial Day weekend commemorating our

first drivein service in 2020 with Pastor Adam

McCarty preaching from the rooftop!

Everyone enjoyed it so much, we are having

another one on July 4th! We were also blessed

to have Kyle and Brittany Shaffer share their

talents and testimonies with us at our June 6th

morning service. While our pastor and his fam

ily took a much needed vacation for a couple of

weeks in June, we were happy to have our

retired pastor, Mark Rucker bring us our

morning messages. 

We unfortunately have some sad news to pass

along; we lost one of our most beloved church

members. Sister Shirley Reveal passed away

after a short stay in the hospital. Our hearts are

heavy with missing her infectious smile and

positive attitude, but our hearts are happy for

her as she has reached her heavenly reward.  We

know that she is no longer in pain and she is

rejoicing in Heaven with our Savior.  

May God continue to bless you all this summer.

Adam McCarty, Pastor

Sue Bayes, Reporter
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Daryl Grimes
Family

Missionaries to Erie,
PA

How to Become a Financial Partner

*Call (814) 572-2265 and I can
guide you through the process

*Visit fwbnam.com/grimes 
and click on “Automatic

Withdrawal” and follow the on
screen prompts

*E-mail me at
alightinerie@gmail.com

*Please contact Home Missions
if you need a new envelope.

Martin Denes Ministries Inc.
Evangelist, Singer, Bible Conferences,

Dramas, Outreach Planning and 

Prayer Retreats

For more information:

Martin Denes Ministries

Chillicothe, OH 45601

dramaking48@yahoo.com

740/7012124

The Ohio State Office
& Ambassador

Bookstore will be

CLOSED
July 16-26th

and will

REOPEN
MONDAY, JULY

27TH
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President Pinson Announces

Return to 

PreCOVID Norms, Tuition

Freeze, for Fall 2021 

Dear Members of the Welch College Community,

These have been trying times for colleges and universi

ties. The COVID19 pandemic has introduced restric

tions and difficulties that have made it impossible for

higher education institutions to continue normal opera

tions. 

I am happy to say that our students, faculty, and staff at Welch College have made it easy for us to

meet our goal to make it to the end of the academic year under COVID19. Their generous and

cooperative spirit has made a difficult situation much more tolerable, and for that we are thankful.

However, we are all ready to move to normalcy. Our leadership at Welch believes that the increas

ingly high vaccination rate, especially of those who are most vulnerable, combined with the decline

in the number of individuals in our region who are contracting the virus or experiencing complica

tions from it, justifies our return to a preCOVID normalcy this summer and fall.

All summer courses will be online. However, staff will be back to a full work schedule on campus

this summer and will not have to wear masks, socially distance, or complete their daily online

health survey. 

Unless we see new developments with the Coronavirus between now and when we begin classes in

midAugust, our plan is to open the fall semester at full, normal capacity, with no masks and social

distancing. We are planning for fullcapacity classes, chapel, arts and athletic events, and other

gatherings. Students, faculty, and staff will be encouraged, but not required, to be vaccinated. Under

this plan, members of the campus community will no longer be required to fill out their daily online

health survey.

Another step we have taken to ease the transition back to campus—especially for many of our stu

dents and prospective students whose families’ financial situations have been affected by the pan

demic—is to freeze tuition, room, and board costs. Last year we froze student costs to attend Welch,

and next year those costs will remain at 2019 levels.

We look forward to a vibrant Fall semester as Welch College gets back to normal, and we look for

ward to having you with us in this Christian community of faith and learning.

In Christ,

Matt Pinson, President

Welch and Union Celebrate Graduates of the First 

Traditional B.S.N. Cohort 

Welch College and Union University Hendersonville celebrated the first graduates of the 2 + 2

Bachelor’s in Nursing (B.S.N.) program Thursday night, May 12, at the Welch campus, according

to Dr. Ian Hawkins, Program Coordinator for the Biology Program at Welch. Six students gradu

ated May 15 at Union’s main campus in Jackson, Tennessee, as part of the first cohort of the part

nership: Kandace Ailworth, Riley Bell, Jake Gates, Maggie Parrish, Meredith Parrish, and Alexis

Saunders. 

The six graduates have earned high marks and awards. One served as a Tennessee Student Nursing

Association representative and two were named members of the nursing honors society Sigma

Theta Tau. All six graduates have already obtained positions in their field. These students were rec

ognized for their accomplishments as faculty and administration from both institutions took part in

a dinner and program. 

“This 2 + 2 program was originally created with the help of Dr. Greg Ketteman and Dr. Charles

Lea from Welch College and Dr. Kelly Harden, Dr. Allison Davis, and Dr. Leann Wilhite from

Union’s nursing school,” Hawkins said. “It’s designed to have students complete their first two

years at Welch as they earn an associates degree and can use Tennessee Promise funding. Then stu

dents continue to Union’s Hendersonville campus to finish their last two years of the program and

earn their bachelor’s degree in nursing from Union University. 

This program has received financial support from local hospitals, especially Sumner Regional

Medical Center. It is the only traditional B.S.N. program in Sumner County. 

“Family and friends were present to congratulate the graduates for their hard work especially dur

ing COVID19,” Hawkins said. “These students endured changes in clinical assignments and

worked throughout their time. We’re so proud of these graduates of this program that will continue

to fulfill the mission to send out welltrained nurses to serve in their communities and to love and

care for their patients.”

For more information on nursing at Welch, contact Dr. Ian Hawkins at ihawkins@welch.edu.

Welch College Graduates 68 in Class of 2021 in

Commencement Exercises 

Welch College conferred degrees on 68 graduates for the class of 2021 and recognized 26 recipi

ents of degrees from the class of 2020 on Friday, May 7, according to Provost Matthew McAffee. 

The college held two commencement ceremonies in the Student Activities Center. Attendees for

both ceremonies were scaled back owing to COVID19 social distancing protocols. Both cere

monies accommodated additional guests with overflow seating for livestream coverage in Celorio

Auditorium. 

During the 10:00 a.m. ceremony, the institution awarded all bachelor’s degrees to the Class of 2021.

In the 2:00 p.m. ceremony, the college granted associate’s and master’s degrees for graduates of

2021 and recognized participants from the graduating Class of 2020. 

Dr. Steve Lemke, Vice President of Institutional Effectiveness and Provost Emeritus at New

Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, delivered the commencement address for both ceremonies.

He challenged graduates to pursue their vocational aspirations as a spiritual calling. All graduates,

regardless of major, he said, are being sent out on mission to make a difference in the world for the

kingdom of Christ. 

President Matt Pinson recognized Dr. Ron Callaway on his retirement from the faculty, the

longestserving Missions/Intercultural Studies professor in the colleges’ history. The president also

recognized Dr. Thurman Pate, former chair of the Teacher Education Department, for his retire

ment from the faculty in May 2020. Other retiree recognitions included longtime Christian Service

director Mr. John Murray, who served three decades in this post after missionary service; former

director of online studies Mr. Allan Crowson, former director of cleaning operations Mr. Ernie

Thomson; and Special Assistant to the President Dr. Charles Lea.

The college commends to you and to the work of the Lord the members of the 2021 and 2020 grad

uating classes.

Ashley Rae Sammons from the Westerville FWB Church in Westerville, OH received her Bachelor

of Science Degree in Psychology.

Welch College Hires Jesse Owens as Faculty Member in

the Divinity School
Welch College recently hired Dr. Jesse F. Owens to serve as a fulltime faculty member in the

newly formed Welch Divinity School, according to Provost Matthew McAffee. 

A Welch 2010 graduate in pastoral ministry, Owens received the M.Div. (2013) and Ph.D. (2021)

degrees from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, KY.  Since 2016 Owens has

worked in the college’s facilities department managing lawncare operations. In addition to this

maintenance management role, Owens has served as an adjunct instructor in the areas of theology

and history. 

Also in 2016, he led the efforts to start Immanuel Free Will Baptist Church, a new church plant in

the Gallatin area, which he will continue to pastor on a parttime basis. Prior to his arrival at Welch,

Owens served as senior pastor at First Free Will Baptist Church in Louisville, KY, from 2014 to

2016. 

“Dr. Owens comes to this role from a long line of Free Will Baptist ministers,” McAffee said. “His

father, Rev. Frank Owens, currently pastors the Sylvan Park Free Will Baptist Church in Nashville,

TN, and his grandfather, Rev. Guy Owens, has pastored numerous churches throughout the decades

of his ministry service among Free Will Baptists.”

“Dr. Owens has demonstrated success in the classroom as an adjunct instructor for the last five

years,” McAffee continued. “He has already established an excellent reputation among faculty

peers and students. His academic credentials are just what we need as we launch our new M.Div.

program. I believe he has promise as a young Free Will Baptist scholar who will serve our denom

ination well and contribute to the Reformed Arminian cause.” 

Owens will begin his faculty responsibilities as Assistant Professor of Historical and Systematic

Theology. His primary area of focus will be teaching theology courses for the newly formed M.Div.

degree, as well as undergraduate courses as needed. As part of his faculty responsibility, he will

serve as acting director of the Christian Service program, a role that appropriately overlaps with his

ministry experience.   

President Matt Pinson said, “It’s unusual to find a faculty member who combines pastoral and

church planting experience, high marks from students in classroom teaching, handson experience

and a hard work ethic proven in a staff role, and such promise as a publishing scholar—all in one

person. Jesse fits this profile to a tee, and we’re so delighted to have him move onto the fulltime

faculty of the new venture of Welch Divinity School.” 

Owens is married to his wife Tiffany, a 2009 Welch graduate and native of Turbeville, South

Carolina. They have two young children, Gavin and Carter.

For more information about the residential M.Div. degree or the online M.A. degree in Theology

and Ministry, please contact Dr. Martin Sheldon (divinity@welch.edu).



COLUMBUS FIRST (FRANKLIN)

Greetings to all! We pray growth and excite

ment is alive and well in your churches as it has

been in our church in 2021. We are happy to

share many good things happening at Columbus

First FWB. Easter service of 2021 marked the

first returning of attendees from the local Drug

Rehab Center since the beginning of the

COVID19 pandemic. We were thrilled to see

gentlemen from the Rehab joining us again and

hope to see more soon. 

The church hosted its first car show in  2021

where many neighbors came to visit, as well as

members of the village police force. On June

23rd, we were blessed to have the Rejoice

Ministry Team from Welch College sing  for

us and share information about the college.

A second car show is being planned for

September 26th, as well as a Comedy Night on

September 11th.  We are also very excited to see

the return of a regular Homecoming Service this

year on October 24th.  We are excited to have

Dr. Eddie Moody preaching as well as the

gospel duo, Trae and Whitney singing. Please

pray for us, so that our momentum and excite

ment for reaching our community will continue

on unhindered. 

Keeping our fellow churches in prayer. May the

Lord bless each of your congregations, as we

sow seeds for His Kingdom. 

Justin Feight, Pastor

Allison Feight, Reporter

COALTON (JACKSON) 

Greetings to all our brothers and sisters in

Christ.  I have good news to share with you!

Despite all the troubles in our world today, God

is still in control and saving souls.  We have had

folks on the altar to accept Christ into their

hearts and to renew their commitment to Him.

We have been to Lake Alma to baptize and

went back on Sunday, July 4th to baptize anoth

er soul.  

We continue to pray for those who are lost as

we know time is drawing near for Christ’s

return.  

We continue to be encouraged as we worship

together and hear wonderful messages brought

to us from Bros. Tim Simpson, Rob Fulton,

Bob Fulton and Rich Bishop.

May God continue to bless you as you contin

ue in His work.          

Tim Simpson, Pastor

Sandra DeHart, Reporter 

HERITAGE (CAPITAL CITY)

Hello from Heritage!

Summer is here and we are busy planning.

Like so many others, Covid19 halted many

things last summer and we are eager to get them

going again. 

Our Heritage kids were able to attend camp

this year at Pleasant Valley Ranch. Over 20 kids

headed off to camp with smiles on their faces.

We are gearing up for Vacation Bible School.

It will be July 26  July 30.  All aboard for the

Rocky Railway Express!  You can register at

www.heritagefwb.com.  

Our Heritage Golden Seniors have packed the

calendar with all their monthly luncheons!  It’s

so good to see them gathering together again

and enjoying the fellowship and of course, the

food!

We are so very happy about this last bit of

information.  As of June 2021, Heritage is

debt free!  Our building is paid off and we will

celebrate with a church picnic and mortgage

note burning celebration on Sunday, September

26th!  Praise God!

Tim W. Stout, Pastor

Stephanie Wolfe, Reporter

PORTER (PORTER)

Summer is upon us at Porter, and we are begin

ning to feel a return to normalcy. We began hav

ing Sunday evening services again in June, and

we will be moving back to the church building

for services on July 4! We are so blessed that the

Lord has provided our church with facilities that

allowed us to worship together this past year

while being physically distanced.

In May,

we cele

b r a t e d

S i s t e r

B a r b a r a

King for

her 60

years of

service as

our organ

ist. Our

music department has been enriched by her

unwavering service to the Lord by her ministry

of music. Thank you, Sister King! We wish you

well in your retirement!

We had the privilege of having Dr. Eddie

Moody with us in June. He gave a wonderful

message taking us through the entire book of

Hebrews. It is such a blessing to be able to have

guest speakers visit our church services again. 

Rocky Railway VBS is coming to Porter on July

1216. We will have a Bible lesson, singing,

games, snacks, and crafts. Please encourage any

children looking for a VBS program to attend!

Mark Price, Pastor

Tehra Clevenger, Reporter

SOUTH COLUMBUS (TRINITY)

Summer is in full swing. Covid seems to be

lessening. Our church is returning to normal and

has welcomed new visitors. We have been truly

blessed.

We have had many illnesses in our church.

Pray for all those that have been sick, Sister

Juanita Stevens has had a stay in the hospital,

and is recovering from a spine injury.  Rev Jay

Justice has also been hospitalized and both are

home recovering. 

We are planning for a normal homecoming

weekend. August 22nd at 10:00 AM will be our

annual homecoming service.  Dinner will be

served. Special services will also happen Friday

and Saturday August 20 and 21 with special

preaching and singing. Services start at 7:00 PM

those nights. 

Sunday School begins at 10:00 AM Church

services begin at 11:00 AM.

Tim Stevens, Pastor

Kathy Messer, Reporter

UNITED (CAPITAL CITY)

Blessings from United FWB Church. The guys

had a good time on their fishing trip though it

was a little cool. One of our teens, Cooper

Werstler caught the biggest fish.  

We had a wonderful outing on July 3rd. It was

a chance to get out and fellowship with every

one. Our Freedom and Fellowship Service July

4th was followed by an ice cream social.  

All are invited to our REVIVAL, August 20

22.  Enjoy our lineup of Preachers and Singers.

Friday August 20th at 7PM we have Mike

Blanton and Evidence.  Saturday August 21st

at 7PM we have Darren Lore and the Lore

Family Singers. Sunday Morning August 22nd

join us at 10AM for Sunday School then 11AM

Service with Edwin Hayes and Paul James

Sound. Then Sunday Evening at 6PM we are

really excited to have two of our youngest,

Zach Johnson and James Keffer tag team

preaching.  I encourage you to come and get a

glimpse of the future of the church. The Throne

Together Quartet will be singing.  “Train up a

child in the way he should go: and when he is
old, he will not depart from it.” Proverbs 22:6

Please join us in prayer for our ill and their

caregivers, our sister churches and our upcom

ing revival. Prayers for finding a larger building

for our growing church.   Blessings to all.

Randy Keffer, Pastor

Linda Webb, Reporter

TROY (LITTLE MIAMI)

“I will trust in him and not be afraid:” Isaiah

12:2a

Hello and blessings from the Troy FWB.

This has been a busy summer so far and more

to come.  On June 13th through June 18th we

held our revival with Brother Randy Nickels.

It was an old fashioned revival.  The church was

filled every night with good singing, friends,

members and visiting pastors.  Our sister

church, the Piqua F.W.B. pastored by Dennis

Cantrell, was there every night to hear the word

and support the revival. Thank you.  Praise God,

two young ladies came to the altar and was

saved.  Abigail and Imani were baptized on

July 4th.  God’s spirit is still on the move.

Please pray for these young ladies as they are

new in their Christian faith.

Please remember Pastor Jim Stepp of South

Charleston FWB Church in prayer as he contin

ues to have issues with his heart.  

June 27th was our second picnic this summer.

There will be another one on July 25th.  These

are always filled with good food and a good

time.  

July 1st – 3rd was our annual yard sale hosted

by Candi Rawe.  There were a lot of things to

choose from including baked goods.   All pro

ceeds went the building fund.

Another blessing for Pastor Stump and his

wife Lisa, their grandson Isaac was saved.  

Sunday, July 4th the youth will be selling their

grabngo salads.  It is a meal in a bowl and they

always sell out.  The youth will hold their bake

sale on July 11th.  Both the salad and bake sale

proceeds go toward the youth programs. 

Charlie, Bre and Makayla are leaving for

Memphis, Tennessee for the National Free Will

Baptist Convention.  It begins on Sunday, July

18th and runs through July 21st.  They will be

competing in the drama and art along with other

youth from around the nation.

We pray that all our brothers and sisters stay

healthy and safe during these trying times and

that our churches grow and stay strong in

Christ.  

We thank God for all His mercies and bless

ings.  Please keep us in your prayers as we keep

you and yours in our hearts and prayers.  

Till next time, God bless.

Dwight Stump, Pastor

Shirley Vogler, Reporter

SHELBY (NORTHERN OHIO)

We are so thrilled to be back doing activities

again!    In May, Mike Blanton and Evidence

were with us one Sunday morning to sing and

preach the word.   In June, many of our youth

got to attend the Northern Ohio Youth Camp –

32 kids gave their hearts to Christ, including

two from Shelby!   Also in June, we were able

to have our Sunday School picnic.   After hav

ing to skip 2020, it felt great to just be in fel

lowship with each other once again (even

though we eventually got rained out).   

The first week of August will be our Vacation

Bible School.   Our theme is Camp Joy – all are

welcome!   VBS start at 6:30 nightly.   As Jesus

said, “Suffer the little children to come unto me,
and forbid them not; for of such is the kingdom
of God.”

Matt Pond, Pastor

Heather Brown, Reporter
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FELLOWSHIP TRACT
LEAGUE  

For all of your TRACT needs  

Call Rep. Tim Lapish at 
1-614-937-5746 

or 1-513-494-1075;

Available for pulpit supply
timJL52@yahoo.com



FIRST DAYTON (LITTLE MIAMI)

We were able to begin the spring with good

attendance. Our church welcomed Melissa

Nigro, son Logan, and many returning to

church who were out during COVID19 pan

demic. 

April 4th Easter celebration, two people (Todd

Brumbaugh/Cindy Brumbaugh) baptized,

making commitments to their faith. April 11th

Bro. Mark Snyder preached (John 4:126,

Jesus is always where he needs to be) while

Pastor Long was on a bicycle trip. April 12th

we sadly said farewell to Bro. Rufus Miller.

April 22nd Pastor Long and Regina celebrat

ed their 32nd anniversary in Tennessee visiting

the Maberry’s and Dodson Branch FWB

Church. 

May 2nd we combined our worship service

with Fairborn FWB Church. Pastor (Dr.) Stuart

Snow preached Matthew 16:1319 and wife,

Leigh Anne, sang “He Knows My Name.”

Mother’s Day all women received a gift and

three were winners of hanging planters

(Melissa Nigro, Karen Palmer, Linda

Barnett). May 16th, Bro. Snyder preached.

Memorial Day remembrance of all that sacri

ficed their lives for our freedoms. Pastor Long

preached Luke 20:3738, God is not the God of

the dead but of the living. June 6th Bro. Robert

Legg gave a Family FWB Ministries presenta

tion about winning souls to Christ! Thankful

that we can be a part of that ministry with our

donations. 

On Father’s Day gifts were given to all men

along with our love. Remember Mary

Coldiron, Wanda Martin, Toney Easterling,

Lorene Lester, Fred Keeton, Bruce Moore,

Pam Smith and Brittany. We know the great

physician! You can hear church services on

FaceBook. Don’t forget, Pastor Long hosts a

weekly radio program called “Sunday Mornings

with Jesus” on WGNZ 104.3 FM/1110 AM,

8:008:30 a.m.

Mark Long, Pastor

Regina Long, Reporter

WOODSTOCK (CENTRAL OHIO)

“God is our refuge and strength, a very pres
ent help in trouble.” Psalm 46:1

Greetings and blessings to you from

Woodstock FWBC. It has been quite awhile

since we have sent in a newsletter, and we are

happy to share our good news with you!

After over three years, the Lord has brought us

a new pastor! We are grateful to welcome Carl

Hartman and his family to our church. They

live in Fairborn, and Carl has been filling in as

our preacher for at least a year. He has filled our

pulpit off and on for almost three years, along

with several other guest preachers and our own

church members.

Carl and his wife Tammy come from Fairborn

FWBC. They met as children, and have been

happily married for 36 years! They have three

sons:  C.J. 32,  Sam 22, who is currently serv

ing in the Army in the 10th Mountain Division,

and Ben 14, who recently made the District

Baseball team. We are sure they are both proud

and grateful.

Our new pastor was officially voted in on May

30th, 2021. Before attending Fairborn FWB

church, he attended Eastmont FWB where he

also pastored for a couple of years. He was

saved at this same church back in 1974. He

served our country in the Army for seven years

and he worked in child welfare for 15 years.

Most importantly to us, he has a pastor’s heart,

and he and Tammy already feel like family.

We are grateful for the Lord’s provision, and

for the help and support of any and all who

preached, read scripture, or taught us a Bible

lesson during our time without a pastor. Most

especially, we are so very thankful for our dea

cons, Keith Pack and Leonard Cordell. They

led us with a quiet strength and determination

through a very hard time, and we are grateful

for their leadership.

Carl Hartman, Pastor

Sarah Graham, Reporter

FOREST VALLEY (LITTLE MIAMI)

Greetings from Forest Valley FWB Church.

We had (BIB), Blessings in a Bottle, at our

church, which started on Mother's Day and

ended on Father's Day.  I handed out close to 40

bottles.  Pregnancy Resource Clinic of Clark

Co. is a great Christian organization that is

against abortions and does all they can to help

the motherstobe keep their babies with spiritu

al, emotional, and financial help.  We raised a

little over $1,200.

On May 16th, we took in three new church

members:  Emily Hayes, Robann Belcher, and

Kelly Stumbo. They are three wonderful

Christians.

Ed Baldwin's wife, Betty, went to be with the

Lord the first week of May.  She was a wonder

ful lady and is missed.  

Our 100 year old friend, Ada, has had a rough

2 or 3 months.  She had to move from her home

of over 40 years into Monarch Skilled Nursing

& Rehab because of her eyesight & falling sev

eral times. If anyone wants to visit her, she

would love it.  Send cards to Ada Eleyet c/o

Dan Eleyet, 20 Dooley Dr., North Lewisburg,

OH 43060. Dan will read the mail to her.

Please pray for her.

We are having our 6th annual blood drive on

Thursday, August 5th between 3 PM and 7 PM.

If you are able to donate or know someone who

can, please either contact the church or go to

donortime.com and create an account.

Appointments are required, but quite a few

spots are still open.

Pastor Del has been with our church 13 years

on June 1.  He is doing a wonderful job.  He and

his wife Shonda just celebrated their 31st

anniversary on 6/23.  We love them both.

Del Wallace, Pastor

Jeanne Hauf, Reporter

VICTORY (CAPITAL CITY)

Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is
death but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” Our church has been

blessed what a God.

VBS was On June 2125th from 68 pm each

night. The kids had a great time in the Lord with

crafts, snacks, games, songs and learning  pup

pets and had Bible lessons. Four got saved dur

ing VBS. AMEN!.We also had the closing VBS

party at Fun In The Jungle. It was a lot of fun in

fellowship.

Our upcoming events  is on July 25th we will

be having Brother Edwin Hayes will be preach

ing our morning service.

Please remember to pray for the lost and the

shutins who are unable to worship with us at

the church. Also pray for our country.

Mike Gillen, Pastor

James Cantrell, Assistant Reporter

REYNOLDSBURG (FRANKLIN)

Summer means hot weather, no school, church

camp and VBS.  We thank God this Summer is

allowing for events we were unable to have last

year.  This world needs Jesus, let's pray we can

use this time in our church and our sister

churches to reach the children in our areas. Our

teens were at youth camp and we thank the lead

ers, counselors and cooks for taking care of and

teaching our teens.

Our VBS will be July 26 – July 30th, dinner

will be at 6 pm and the classes and other fun

will be 6:45 pm to 9:00 pm.  

The ladies of the church enjoyed an uplifting

visit with Sister Ellen Sargent in June.  God

blesses us in the mostsimple events if we allow

it.  The entire church was blessed when a church

family we had not seen in at least a year came

back this spring. God works miracles still and

we need to recognize these and thank Him.

Shaking hands, hugging, fellowship; thank You

God for these gifts we will never again take for

granted.               

May God continue to bless RFWB and our sis

ter churches.              

Jerry Sargent, Pastor

Kim Wiley, Reporter
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Central Ohio
August 7                        Trinity Conference meeting at Eastside FWB, James Baldwin, Pastor

September 1215 Franklin Conference Revival with Edwin Hayes, Westerville FWB             

Paul Etterling, Pastor 

Northern Ohio
July 10               CuyahogaLorain Conference meeting at Unity FWB, Eugene Crouch, Pastor

August 21 Northern Ohio Conference meeting at First Marion FWB, Jerry Copley, Pastor

Southern Ohio

July 24                                                                Jackson Conference meeting at Eifort FWB 

August 14 SouthCentral Conference  meeting at Faith FWB, Tony Vanover, Pastor

August 14       Pine Creek Conference meeting at Mount Hope FWB FWB, Gary Selby, Pastor

Coming EventsComing Events
For Ohio Free Will BaptistsFor Ohio Free Will Baptists

REVIVAL
ANTIOCH FWB Church

12285 Kiousville Palestine Rd
Mt. Sterling, Ohio 

SEPTEMBER 19-22
Sept 19, Sunday at 10:30 am and Sunday evening at 6:00. 

Evangelist Audie Murphy

September 20, Monday, 7:00 pm
Pastor Lucian Baker, Christ the King Community Church

September 21, Tuesday, 7:00 pm
Pastor Shawn Beauchamp, Canaan Land FWB Church

September 22,  Wednesday, 7:00 pm 
Pastor John Meade, Southwest FWB Church

Pastor Jim Blankenship 740-869-2423

July 10 CuyahogaLorain Conf 

Unity FWB Church

July 1723 National Association 

Memphis TN

July 24Jackson Conference

Eifort FWB Church

August 7Trinity Conference

Eastside FWB Church

August 14Pine Creek Conference

Mt. Hope FWB Church

August 1415Porter FWB Church

August 21Northern Ohio Conference

First Marion FWB Church

August 22Cannan FWB Church

Homecoming

August 29Reynoldsburg FWB Church

September 12Eifort FWB Church

Homecoming

September 1215Franklin Conf. Revival

Westerville FWB Church

September 18Executive Committee Mtg.

September 26New Hope FWB Church

Secretary’s Schedule



BLOOM (PINE CREEK)

Thankful to report eight youth saved at our

"Treasured" VBS, and we averaged 50 kids

and 30 helpers each night.  This was our 54th

year of Bible School for the kids in our area,

and  we appreciate the church and parents who

support and pray for this summertime ministry.

This year the boys and girls offering contest

brought in $1,000 which will again go to our

missionary friends Alex  & Nellie Ocampo in

the Philippines.

During our spring months, we had two young

ladies saved, and another two of our Awana

age girls were baptized after being saved at

home and another church..  Our Awana youth

ministry was able to begin again this year, and

they have been blessed together as they learn

Bible verses, sing, have lessons, and fellow

ship.  

Adam Satterfield has been preaching at sev

eral of our Wednesday evening services; and

Adam, Mike Allen, and Associate Pastor Allen

Harner will be preaching a revival at Bloom

beginning July 11, 7 p.m. nightly.  Our area

wide tent meeting in South Webster with

Evangelistic Outreach Cal Ray Evans and

Brian Baer will be August 2327th, special

singing nightly.  A one night youth revival was

held recently at the SW Jr. High School, and

our area churches came together to pray for the

unsaved.  Sam Wiehle, a young man recently

called to preach, gave a powerful message on

hell, and Abounding Grace sang; they are

from different churches led by the Lord, as

they sing and preach in our Southern Ohio

Churches.

We recently had Mike Skaggs, Gideon and

Robert Legg, FWB Family Ministries preach

for us. Thankful for these men and the min

istries they represent to help others and see that

God's Word goes out to the world.  Pastor

Kenny invites everyone to our upcoming

revival services, and join us in praying that we

can win the lost to Jesus!

Kenny Klaiber, Pastor

Diana Claxon Stonerock, Reporter

NORTHRIDGE

We are thrilled to know that God is still in the

saving business.  We held our annual Vacation

Bible School June 21st.   It was exciting to

watch students and teachers fellowship and

learn of the Lord under the direction of Jenn

Nickels.  It was reported that two children

accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Our

adults had the chance to be taught nightly by

Dwayne Nickels who showed us biblically

how God has a plan and purpose for each of us.

We were able to be part of the mission trip to

Sulfur, LA. We shared our church van for the

journey of helping people from the past hurri

canes to rebuild.   Carl Poynter led Justin

Poynter and Chuck Johnston from our

church along with seven others to help with

rebuilding and sharing the gospel.  We were

thrilled to learn that a home owner (the team

worked with through the week) accepted Jesus

as his Lord and Savior.

Assistant Pastor Steve Nickels preached to us

June 30th to remind us, “Freedom is not free”.

Most of the message was based on Romans

3:2031 emphasizing Romans 3:24 “Being jus
tified freely by his grace through the redemp
tion that is in Christ Jesus:” as well as Acts

22:28 “And the chief captain answered, With a
great sum obtained I this freedom. And Paul
said, But I was free born.”
You can view our live streaming (or record

ings) on our Facebook page Northridge Free

Will Baptist Church.  We stream Sunday’s

services at 11am, & 6pm.  We also stream

Wednesdays at 7pm. 

Tim Hamilton, Pastor

Teresa Poynter, Reporter

OHIO TOGETHER WAY RECEIPTSOHIO TOGETHER WAY RECEIPTS
May-June 2021May-June 2021
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