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hristmas music hymns specifically have always held a

fascination for me, especially songs about the nativity.

I’ve studied the hymns in different languages and researched

how different cultures view the nativity through their music.

As a lifelong musician I’ve always wondered what Joseph

Mohr was thinking when he penned the words to the beloved

Christmas song Silent Night, Holy Night!  After all it was cer

tainly a Holy Night… but silent…  Was Joseph Mohr the per

son responsible for the imagery of the beloved Nativity; Mary

and Joseph looking lovingly at the baby Jesus, calm and quiet

animals surrounding the holy family, shepherds serene and

humble, the stately magi with their gifts of gold, frankincense

and myrrh and the heavenly angel standing guard over the

entire scene.  Mohr certainly paints a beautiful picture of the

Christmas story as told by the gospel of Luke chapter 2.  It’s

a picture most of us have in our home.  Around the holidays I

have nativity scenes in almost every room, some whimsical

and some traditional but all of them special.

Silent Night, Holy Night. All is calm, all is bright.  ‘Round yon
virgin, mother and child.  Holy Infant so tender and mild.
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  

I fear we have allowed ourselves to believe a lie.  This night

was not silent.  There was a scared teenage girl experiencing

labor for the first time.  She was likely writhing in pain, bleed

ing and overwhelmed.  Joseph her betrothed stood guard like

ly feeling helpless and scared himself.   Because there was no

room for this couple chosen by God in a hotel or inn, she gave

birth to the Savior of the world in a stable.  Picture your nativ

ity scenes with the soft hay and animals lying still.  As a child

my pops and nanny had the most beautiful nativity scene that

had real hay in it.  Every year I was allowed to arrange it and

I treasured that time arranging and rearranging the porcelain

figurines.  I wonder now did that experience cause me to

spend time thinking about the figures over and over wonder

ing what that night was like.  Barn animals by nature have an

unattractive odor.  Barn animals watching a human give birth

were likely scared themselves.  Scared animals are often noisy

and unpredictable.  While holy yes, silent I strongly doubt it.

Silent Night, Holy Night.  Shepherds quake, at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing Alle
luia! Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

Let’s look at the shepherds.  Traditionally shepherds were

men of low status.  I suspect this was no accident that the

shepherds were the first to be told of the Messiah.  Jesus him

self came from the lineage of David (Luke 1:32, Matthew

1:1).  As was Jewish custom, (ancientHebrew.org, 2020) the

youngest son in a family was often the shepherd.  Being a

shepherd was reserved for the runt of the family, the son who

was the least.  I won’t recount David’s entire story, most of us

know it well… the shepherd boy who became a great king.  It

makes sense that the shepherds would bear witness to the

King of Kings. The shepherds too would have smelled

unpleasant from spending their days and nights with sheep.

Imagine sitting in your workplace and having a host of angels

visit you to tell you the Savior of the world had been born.  All

of us without exception would be terrified!  But the shepherds

were obedient.  They stopped what they were doing, and they

went.

The wise men are another nativity scene anomaly.  They

weren’t even present.  They showed up two years after Jesus

was born with the most unconventional of baby gifts.  In their

defense Mary and Joseph could not register at Target.  But

they weren’t bringing gifts for a baby… they were bringing

gifts for a king.

The angel is the character who makes the most sense for me.

Who else should greet God’s only son but an angel?  Who else

should tell the good news and sing “Glory to God in the high
est and on earth peace goodwill toward men” but the angels?

She alone in this crazy story makes sense to me.  She belongs

in the beautiful nativity scene shining her heavenly light in the

darkness.  But the angel often represented by that one white

lightbulb shining out of the top of our manger scene was not

the most heavenly person there…

Silent Night, Holy Night.  Son of God, love’s pure light.
Radiant beams from Thy holy face.  With the dawn of redeem
ing grace.  Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.  Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.

Which brings me to the Christ child.  John 1:15 says the

following: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word, was
with God, and the Word was God.  The same was in the begin
ning with God.  All things were made by him; and without him
was not any thing made that was made.  In him was life; and
the life was the light of men.  And the light shineth in dark
ness; and the darkness comprehended it not.” Jesus was the

light sent that night.  God knew the innkeeper, the townsfolk

and King Herod himself would NOT know the Son of God.

They wouldn’t recognize Him no matter the circumstances.

Herod sent the wise men because he himself would not know

the Christ child.  As I ponder the words of that third verse, I

wonder would we know Him if we saw Him now?  I should

tell you tears are freely flowing down my cheeks as I consid

er the magnitude of the words of the beloved song; with the

dawn of redeeming grace.  Only Jesus offers redeeming grace

and yet sometimes I really question if I understand what

Joseph Mohr was trying to tell us.

The members present at the nativity were a teenage girl;

young and scared but oh so faithful!  There is a passage of

scripture called the Magnificat you can find it in the gospel of

Luke chapter 1.  Mary said my soul magnifies the Lord.  It

was no mistake that Mary was chosen to give birth to Jesus.

It was no mistake that a simple man… a carpenter was chosen

to be Jesus’ earthly father.  Joseph was humble, kind and fair.

Joseph was faithful and honorable to Mary when others would

have thrown her away.  It was no mistake that the shepherds

were chosen that night to visit the birth of Christ; they were

humble and obedient.  They went to see Jesus and there was
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Continued on Page 3

Nothing has changed, Silent Night is the peace that only

comes from Christ.  It’s the peace we still need today.  
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Together We Can
Marythe Mother God

Could Use
In this Christmas season it is wonderful to go back in time

over 2,000 years ago to view the most wonderful birth in

human historythe birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus

Christ! There are many characters who walk across the

pages of Scripture of this beautiful story and we can learn

something from each of them.

The character that I would like to focus on today is Mary, the mother of Jesus. I believe

that we could learn some great lessons from her. From her example we can learn what

kind of person God uses to do His will. Think of this, God was about to send the very

Jewel of heaven, His only begotten Son to earth. He had to choose a mother and a fami

ly to whom His Son would be born and raised. What an honor! What a responsibility!

Who would it be?

Keep this in mind about the person that God would choose. This person would give

Jesus his human nature. (He never ceased being fully God). Christ, in His humanity

was just as dependent upon His parents as your children are to you. Jesus, the Master

teacher would first be taught by His mother!  Who would God choose for this tremen

dous task? He chose Mary!

What qualifications did Mary possess for this awesome task?

Mary was Pure
When you think of purity you think of not being mixed with anything else. You think of

being innocent, clean and chaste. The term for the mother of the Messiah in the Old

Testament was “virgin” (Isaiah 7:14).

Mary was from Nazareth, an obscure town about 80 miles of Jerusalem that was known

for it’s lack of culture, it’s moral decay and decadence.  It did not have a good reputa

tion. “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Nathanael asked Philip when he had

told him about Christ. (John 1:46) It was in this impure town that God found a pure

women to bear His Son!

We expect purity from our water, food, plates, silverware, husbands and wives. God

wants to use pure vessels for His work.  We also learn from this story that we can be

pure even in a sinful place.

Mary had Faith
When the angel came to Mary with the wonderful news that she would bear the Son of

God, she responded in a way that did not draw a rebuke like Zechariah received. She

didn’t doubt, she just wanted to know how God would perform this great miracle.

(Luke 1:34)

It took a great faith to bear Jesus, to travel to Jerusalem, to stay in a stable, to present

Jesus at the Temple, to take Him there yearly, to be there at the cross and to become a

believer after the resurrection and receive the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.

The Lord wants us believe like Mary believed and exhibit faith as she did.

Mary was Obedient
When the angel explained what God wanted her to do, she obediently accepted it.

(Luke 1:38) Consider the cost of that decisionher reputation, her friends and family’s

reaction. Would they understand?  And what about her betrothed husband, Joseph?

What would he think? Mary’s answer was to obey God whatever the cost, “be it unto
me according to thy word.” (Luke 1:38) What obedience!

God can use those who are obedient to Him regardless of the cost!

These are wonderful lessons we can learn from the life of Mary!

Edwin Hayes
Executive Secretary

We expect purity from our water, food, plates, silverware, husbands

and wives. God wants to use pure vessels for His work.  We also

learn from this story that we can be pure even in a sinful place.



OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 3

an instant belief there.  It was no mistake that the wise men came 2 years later offering gifts

to the King of Kings!  It was no mistake that the angels stood guard over His birth just as they

did at the tomb of His death (Matthew 28:2).

Sarah Eyerly is a musicologist at Florida State University who conducted research sur

rounding the beloved hymn that I’ve been talking about.  As researchers often do Eyerly

looked at the political and cultural climate of Austria in 1818.  She states, “Father Joseph Mohr

wrote the song’s lyrics in the form of a poem amid a dark time, literally, for Austria”.  There

was a lot going on politically, climatologically and socially during this time; a major volcanic

eruption on Mount Tambora caused thousands of miles of volcanic ash to fall, a postwar era,

and just genuine social unrest.  Silent Night or Still Nacht in its native tongue was performed

on Christmas Eve in 1818 at Saint Nicholas church in Oberndorf, Austria.  Father Joseph Mohr

(a priest) was excited for midnight service at his church and as most of us do on such occa

sions had planned beautiful music for the night.  The church organist Franz Gruber was ready

to go too.  That day the organ broke with an inability for repair Father Mohr wrote the six

stanza poem of Still Nacht.  He was a musician who played guitar and violin, he was not how

ever a composer, so he went to Gruber to write a simple tune.  That was the music for that

Christmas Eve service.  Silent night was the peace that Austrians so desperately needed on that

night in 1818.  

Nothing has changed, Silent Night is the peace that only comes from Christ.  It’s the peace we

still need today.  The night itself was not at all silent but the representation of that night is com

plete peace.  It is often in the silence that we hear the Savior say, “come home.”  There’s an

old hymn that says, “Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is calling.” It’s important that we understand

in this time of unrest; political, social, racial and economic that the Christ child from 2000

years ago is the same today and He is the only source of peace.   He is the Silent night; He is

the Holy night.  You see for all my musical knowledge, and all my knowledge about the nativ

ity; I have missed the point.  It was indeed a silent night and a holy night, all was calm, all was

bright, and it still is for those of us who have invited Jesus to live in our hearts.  

One of the most famous Christmas quotes of all time comes from Charles Dickens in his time

less novel A Christmas Carol, “I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the

year.  I will live in the Past, the Present, and the Future.  The Spirits of all Three shall strive

within me.  I will not shut out the lessons that they teach!” Scrooge is of course talking about

the spirits that visited him in the story.   For us as Christians this should conjure a different

picture; Christmas is the very heart of Christ and it is essential that we honor the Father, Son

and Holy Spirit every day in everything we do.  

Thom Rainer Introduced as the Keynote Speaker for the 2020 Leadership Conference

Nashville, TN—The 2020 Free Will Baptist Leadership Conference returns to Nashville

Airport Marriott December 78. Pastors, church leaders, and denominational leaders from

across the country will gather to explore the theme “Refresh,” with an emphasis on church

health.

Monday and Tuesday evening keynote sessions will feature Dr. Thom S. Rainer, founder

and CEO of Church Answers, an online community and resource for church leaders. Prior to

founding Church Answers, Rainer served as president and CEO of LifeWay Christian

Resources. Before his time at LifeWay, he served at The Southern Baptist Theological

Seminary for 12 years, where he was the founding dean of the Billy Graham School of

Missions and Evangelism. Rainer is a 1977 graduate of the University of Alabama and

earned M.Div. and Ph.D. degrees from The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

In addition to speaking in hundreds of venues over the past 20 years, Rainer led the Rainer

Group, a church and denominational consulting firm, from 1990 to 2005. The firm provided

church health insights  and research to over 500 churches and other organizations during

that period. Dr. Rainer has authored more than two dozen books, including I Am a Church

Member, Breakout Churches, Autopsy of a Deceased Church, Simple Life, Simple Church,

Raising Dad, The Millennials, Essential Church, and Who Moved My Pulpit?

“Dr. Rainer is regarded as one of the leading voices in church health and revitalization,”

notes Executive Secretary Eddie Moody. “We are glad to welcome him to the Leadership

Conference, and we encourage all Free Will Baptists to take advantage of this opportunity to

hear him speak.”

On Tuesday, a broad slate of training seminars will offer practical instruction on a number

of topics important to building and maintaining a healthy church. More details regarding

seminars and speakers are forthcoming.

During the twoday conference, attendees will renew friendships during banquetstyled

meals, enjoy music from Welch College during evening sessions, and enjoy their stay in the

awardwinning Marriott property.

“Silent Night?” Continued from Page 1

Visit
us on the web

www.OhioFWB.org
or our Facebook

Page
Redeemer FWB

Revival
Sunday Service at 6:00 pm

MondayTuesday Services at 7:00 pm

Redeemer FWB Church
170 SR 56 NW

London, Ohio 43140

November 2224

Rev. Mike Baldwin, Pastor



FRIENDLY (CAPITAL CITY)

Greetings and thank God for the blood. 

As Jesus said in the temple, we at Friendly

have the mind to be about the Father’s business

the saving of souls. 

As the Lord’s community, the church here at

Friendly wants to foster relationships with all

through the unconditional love of God. With the

union of a peace that surpassed the natural

understanding. Praise God that by His Spirit we

can understand because the “Spirit searcheth all
things, yea the deep things of God.” 
We are required to mind God. Ignorance does

not excuse us, knowledge does not condemn us,

it empowers us. Therefore, let us be up and

about His business as we learn His will.

Ron White, Pastor

Charles Learned, Reporter

OPEN DOOR (CORNERSTONE)

At eighteen I asked Jesus Christ to come into

my heart and make Himself known to me.  He

did and I have been growing ever since.  I was

introduced to the idea of being “in love” with

Jesus, something I had not obtained.  I spent the

rest of my life trying to obtain it, mostly through

works.  But my “Martha” attitude didn’t fulfill

the love I wanted.  I would see the Marys of the

Lord sitting and basking in His love and I knew

I didn’t have it.

It wasn’t until I went to Israel that I truly

understood how He loved me.  He purchased

the most expensive gift in the world to give me

– my redemption.  He loved me with a perfect

love – a very overwhelming love that I cannot

contain.  For the first time in my life I realized I

was “in love” with my Savior.  Now the Mary

born in me simply wanted to take in all He had

for me.

Now as I wait for my Beloved to come and

take me home with Him, I cannot seem to do

enough for Him.  Life has a different perspec

tive.  As the hymn writer wrote, “I am Thine, O
Lord, I have heard Thy voice and it told Thy
love to me. . .”

My Christian friends, don’t settle for less in

your Christian walk – seek the abundant life

that’s found when you seek Him fully, every

day.  Fall in love with Jesus, and rejoice in the

love He has for you.  Seek and ye shall find.

Willie A Booth, Pastor

Liz Baker, Reporter

ELM STREET (NORTHEASTERN)

Greetings.

Our church has been blessed in 2020 with a

new pastor, Rick Sutter. We have had four new

members added to our church and one soul

saved since opening our church back in June

after the Covid19 shutdown.

Even in the midst of a pandemic, God is bless

ing His people. It is comforting to know that

God is in control.

We offer prayers for blessings in the upcoming

holidays.

With love in Christ.

Rick Sutter, Pastor

Patricia Conn, Reporter

UNITY (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

“I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from
whence cometh my help. My help cometh from
the LORD, which made heaven and earth.”
Psalms 121:12 

Thank you LORD for seeing my husband

Ronnie and me and Brother Jerry and Sister

Barbara Crouch through Covid19 and now

Sister Susie Kopp. 

Unity's first drivein service was held Labor

Day weekend." The Sword Family led us in

worship. What a blessing! 

On Friday October 2nd, we had our men’s

devotion and fellowship with 35 in attendance.

We had 6 or 7 young kids. Brother Adam

McMahan brought the message from Proverbs

29:18.  We need a vision that is: Illuminated by

the word, Impelled by the presence of God, and

Inspired by the will of God.

Eugene Crouch, Pastor

Dorothy Layner, Reporter

COALTON (JACKSON)

Greetings to all in the name of our Lord, Jesus

Christ.  Hope you all are staying safe.  Our serv

ices look a little different since the COVID19

virus came to our area.  Initially, we cancelled

our services but then began holding them in the

parking lot while we remained in our cars.  The

leaders of our church stepped up to the chal

lenge and put a speaker on the outside of the

church so all could hear the singing and mes

sages.  Eventually, we opened the church doors

to hold our worship inside but we are socially

distancing and wearing mask per state recom

mendations.  We still have those who attend

services while remaining in the safety of their

cars.  We miss the handshakes and hugs.  Even

in these difficult times, God is still faithful!  He

has blessed us in our services and His Spirit has

been felt in such a sweet and wonderful way.  

Bros. Tim Simpson, Rob Fulton and Bob

Fulton have delivered uplifting and encourag

ing messages.  We need to be ready for Christ’s

return.  It won’t be very long!  God’s richest

blessing to you all.    

Tim Simpson, Pastor

Sandra DeHart, Reporter  

FAITH (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Blessings and prayers from Faith.

“I must work the works of him that sent me,
while it is day: the night cometh, when no man
can work." John 9:4.

The Lord has been so good to us here at Faith.

He is allowing us to have our Sunday morning

and Wednesday evening services as of now.

Although our numbers are down, the Lord still

blesses our services and fills our hearts with His

Spirit.

Our prayer is that this coming season brings us

all good health, fellowship and a renewed spirit

worthy of God's love.  We pray for the end of

this Covid19 and a revival in us so great that

the lost are moved by our countenance and love

for them.

Dale Channells, Pastor

Jim Lee, Reporter

OAK HILL (JACKSON)

Greetings. Autumn is here and God’s beauty is

all around us. The holiday season is almost

upon us. Even though things will be different

this year we still have much to be thankful for.

October was Pastor Appreciation Month. We

are so blessed to have a pastor and assistant pas

tor that will stand and preach the word of God.

We thank God for them and their families.

Our pastor, Bro. Allen Simpson has been

preaching and teaching a series about “Hell.”
He’s preached on the second death and the

question, “Is your wedding garment clean?”

And, “What is Hell Like?” Hell is real and we

need to pray that our lost loved ones will get in

before time runs out.

We decided not to have a homecoming servic

es this year because of Covid19, but we had a

preacher come on October 4th, Bro. Tim

Simpson preached a sermon from II Chron.

7:1022 entitled, “Because Thou Has Forsaken
the Lord.”  

We thank our other visiting preacher, Bro.

George Cade. He preached on September 27th

from Matthew 17:20 and Luke 8:2224 entitled,

“God is in the Midst of the Storm.”
Until next time, stay thankful and remember

Jesus is the Reason for the Season. 

God bless you all.

Allen Simpson, Pastor

Sandy Clark, Reporter

PINE CREEK (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from the little church beside the

road. Since our last report we have seen God

move in a mighty way. We have taken in five

new members to our church! We have had won

derful encouraging messages from our pastor. 

We have experienced a great move of God’s

love and peace in this troubling time. God is

good all the time. 

Our church has one of its oldest member in

need of a healing touch, Sister Marcella Mootz.

Please add her to your prayer list. 

May God bless and may you always feel His

peace in the midst of this storm. 

Ronnie Massie, Pastor

Paula Friend, Reporter
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Akron Without Pastor

Bethlehem Without Pastor

Blackfork Without Pastor

Brookdale Without Pastor

Eifort                           Without Pastor

Germany Hollow Without Pastor

New Hope George Grice Resigns

Piqua Without Pastor

Trinity Paul Collins Retires

Westside Mike Spencer 

Williams Road Without Pastor

Woodstock Without Pastor

Pastor
Changes

Church 
News

Travis McKenzie, Ohio Home

Missionary to Ashland, Ohio

Let’s reach more for Christ together!

On September 20th, Compassion Church celebrated 3years

of ministry to the Ashland community. We also used this

opportunity to unveil the concept plans and financial strate

gy for our proposed 7,425 square foot building to be built on

our 8acre property located at 1413 Troy Rd. Ashland, Ohio 44805. We know there will

be many hurdles to cross between now and completion, but we are excited to see how

God puts everything in place to make it happen. 

During our anniversary service, I preached a sermon titled, “Let’s Reach more for Christ
together!”. My text was 1 Chronicles 28: 10. Specifically, the last phrase of this verse,

where David charged Solomon to “Be strong, and do the work!” in regard to building

the Temple in Jerusalem.  With this text, I discussed that before we can see God’s work

succeed, we must all ask ourselves the same question king David asked himself years

before he challenged Solomon to accept this monumental task. And that was, “What pri
ority do the things of God have in my life?” If God’s work doesn’t take precedence over

every other interest in our lives, God’s work will not get done! 

Secondly, just as David challenged Solomon to accept this huge responsibility of con

structing Israel’s place of worship, we too must ask ourselves the question, “What part
will I have in God’s work?” as we move forward with the mission of reaching more for

Christ. Compassion Church has been blessed with skilled tradesmen and many willing

volunteers. But just as in anything that bears God’s name, this mission cannot be left to

a few people to complete on their own. It will take everyone doing their part! We have

the plan. We have the property. We even have much of the people in place to do the work. 

The major factor at this point is the price! We still need to raise approximately $200,000

in our building fund before we can begin construction. We’ve started a capital campaign

to help raise these funds, but we are aware that we also need the help of those who have

partnered with us all along. So, with that, I’d like to ask you this question. What priority

do the things of God have in your life? And secondly, what part will you have in God’s

work? I know many of you have been faithful in giving all along, but your support is

needed now more than ever! 

Please, prayerfully consider how God would have you to stand with Compassion Church,

as we reach more for Christ together!

In Christ’s service, 

Travis McKenzie



Tommy Dale Lundy,

70, of Jackson passed

away Thursday, August

27, 2020 at his resi

dence. Born July 11,

1950 in Portsmouth to

the late Eugene Lundy

and Pearl Leona

Bowman Shoemaker

Lundy, he retired from

USEC in Piketon and was a farmer. Tommy was

a Deacon of Harrison Free Will Baptist Church,

and was a U.S. Air Force veteran.

He is survived by his wife, Cecelia

McCutcheon Lundy; one son, Kevin Lundy;

one daughter, Jennifer (Matthew) Peters; two

grandchildren, Carson Peters, Austin

Peters; four brothers, Stewart Shoemaker,

Roy Lundy, Larry Lundy, Paul Lundy; one sis

ter, Ruth Willis, and numerous in laws, nieces,

nephews and friends. In addition to his parents,

he was preceded in death by four brothers,

Frank Lundy, Carl Shoemaker, Ray Lundy,

Garry Lundy, and one sister Thelma

Shoemaker.

Graveside services were conducted September

3rd with Pastor Mike Mounts officiating. 

Roger Lee Bobst, 72,

of Circleville a former

Scioto County resi

dent, passed away

Tuesday, September 1,

2020 at his residence.

Born December 13,

1947 in Portsmouth, a

son of the late William

Richard and Helen

Easter Bobst, he was a former employee of the

Patterson Box Company in Portsmouth, a mem

ber of Laborer’s Union, a Bailiff for the Scioto

County Common Pleas Court, and a member of

Harrison Free Will Baptist Church.

He is survived by his wife, Jan Fannin Bobst;

three daughters, Sandy (Dwayne) Wysocki

Slusher, Shari Faulkner, Helen Bailey; one son,

Shannon Bobst, and several grandchildren. In

addition to his parents, he was preceded in death

by one brother, Richard Bobst, and one sister,

Betty Mercer.

Funeral services were conducted September

7th, with Pastor Mike Mounts officiating.

Larry Curtis

Turner, 58, of

Minford, passed away

at his home September

5th. He was born

August 21, 1962 in

Portsmouth, the son of

the late Warren Nagel

Turner and Verna

Louise (Price) Turner.

Larry was a graduate

of Minford High

School in the class of 1980. In August, 1981 he

enlisted in the United States Navy. During his

years of active duty he received numerous dec

orations, medals, badges and citations. Having

attained the rank of Electronics Technician First

Class (SW), Larry retired on July 4, 2003. He

then transferred from active duty to the Fleet

Reserves where he continued to serve until

March 1, 2011.

Larry was a member of the Harrison FWB

Church, a member of the church board and a

Sunday school teacher. He was also the church

media technician and photographer. Larry stat

ed that as a Christian, God had already provid

ed for every need, and he was looking forward

to what God had ready for him after life on

earth. He was a loving father, and devoted son

and a brother to be proud of.

Larry is survived by one daughter, Megan

(Derrick) Mosley of Hilliard; two grandchil

dren, Elaina Campbell ad Amari Mosley; one

brother, Lloyd (Jane) Turner of Grove City; one

sister, Rebecca (Bradley) Benner of

Portsmouth; six nieces & nephews, Wes

(Amanda) McGraw of Lexington, Kentucky,

Margaret McGraw of Portsmouth, Joshua and

Abigail Turner of Chillicothe, Nathanial

(Gabrielle) Turner of Portsmouth, Lorrie (Ken)

Hopkins of Circleville and three great nephews,

Oliver, Wyatt and Logan.

In addition to his parents, Larry was preceded

in death by his brotherinlaw, Carl McGraw, Sr.

Funeral services were conducted at 11:00

September 12th with Pastor Mike Mounts offi

ciating.

Mary Illeen Feight, age

57, went to be with the

Lord September 16th sur

rounded by family. Mary

was born to Clarence and

Marie (Wilcox) Mullins

July 27, 1963 in Tiffin

Ohio. Mary married

Nathan "Buddy" "Ernest"

Feight June 19, 1989. She is preceded in death

by her mother, Marie Mullins; sister, Teresa

Marshall; and granddaughter, Rebekah Feight.

Mary is survived by husband, Nathan "Buddy"

"Ernest" Feight; son, Justin (Allison) Feight;

father Clarence Mullins Sr. granddaughter,

Abigail Feight; brother, Clarence "Ed" (Tina)

Mullins Jr.; sisters Liz (David) Darnell and

Missy Mullins

Mary was a graduate of Seneca East. She

loved spending time with family and traveling.

Pigeon Forge was one of her favorite destina

tions, she felt it was God's country. Mary was

very involved with the Free Will Baptist Church

of Bucyrus. She enjoyed singing and helping

out at the church any time she could.

Her funeral service was held at Bucyrus Free

Will Baptist Church September 23rd with Rev.

Justin Feight is officiating

Theda Hoskins age 81

of Ft. Wayne, Indiana,

formally of Beavercreek,

Ohio passed away

August 27th. She was

preceded in death by her

husband, H.B. Sandy

Hoskins and her parents,

Ernest and Agnes Smith

of Beavercreek, Ohio.

Survived by her daughter and soninlaw,

Karen and Dale Shires of Beavercreek, Ohio;

daughter and soninlaw, Kelly and Rick

Bireley of Ft. Wayne, Indiana; four grandchil

dren, Aaron Trent of Seattle Washington,

Allison (Jonathan) TrentCraven of Goose

Creek, South Carolina, Alex and Carsyn Bireley

of Ft. Wayne, Indiana; soon to be greatgrand

daughter in November, Emersyn Craven; as

well as her sister, Opal (Leo) Swallows of

Beavercreek; brothers, Kennith Ray (Judy)

Smith of West Carrollton, Ohio and Ernest Jack

(Melanie) Smith of Cincinnati.

Theda was a member of Covenant United

Methodist Church of Ft. Wayne and United

Methodist Women. Before moving to Ft. Wayne

in 2014, she was a member of First Dayton

FWB Church. She was also a member of the AK

Chapter P.E.O. of Dayton. Theda had a passion

to educate many generations. Knowledge was

so important to her that she worked 10 years at

Beavercreek City Schools and retired from

Wright State University after 25 years.

Her service was held September 4th.

Lockie Bowman, age

97, passed away on

October 20th at

Kobacker House.

Longtime member of

Westside Free Will

Baptist Church.

Retired from General

Motors. She was

known to have donated

to every charity known to man as well! 

Preceded in death by, husband, Rev. Charles

Bowman (Former Pastor of the Westside FWB

Church). Survived by, daughter, Tamara Parsell,

grandchildren, Zack (Tamara) Martin, Nick

Martin and Lindsay Martin, great grandchil

dren, Steven, Charlie, Norah, Jack and Ridge,

brothers, James and Larry, sisters, Tootsie,

Sallie and Sharon, numerous other family and

friends. 

Her service was held Oct. 23rd at the Westside

Church with Rev. Tim Boyd officiating. 

Peggy Sue Lowe

Moore, born

February 15, 1948 to

Brady and Nerva

Lowe, passed into

Heavens Gates with

her family by her

side on October

27th. She leaves behind her husband of 54

years, James Donald Moore; two daughters,

Tamara (Roger) Sue Moore Wycoff of

Columbus, and Lisha Dawn Genesky of

Bethlehem, PA; three grandchildren, Bryan

Edward Genesky, Ayla Marie Genesky, and

Christopher James Woot Detrixhe; two broth

ers, Garrett (Sherry) Richard Lowe and Tony

Wayne Lowe of Grayson, KY; two sisters,

Charlotte Chamblin of Greenfield and Darlene

Riddle of Ashland, KY. Sue is survived by many

nieces, nephews, friends and loved ones. Sue

retired from Motorist Insurance Co. as a com

puter programmer after 30 years of service; she

was an active member of Heritage FWB

Church. 

Her service was held November 2nd. 

Opal Whitt passed

away suddenly on

October 24th surround

ed by her family. 

She was born in

Dingess, West VA. and

was the second oldest

of 10 children: the

daughter of Alton and

Nancy Booth. She

became a Christian in October of 1958, after her

husband, Jack, turned his life to Christ at a

revival in July of 1958. She was gifted in so

many ways: in hospitality, love, prayer and giv

ing. Opal was a faithful servant of Christ who as

a friend to all; gracious and with much wisdom,

she lovingly gave her time to all she knew. She

loved her family, her neighbors, and her church

and prayed for them daily. She loved her nieces

and nephew, greatnieces and greatnephews

and loved entertaining and visiting with them.

And there can not be a better grandmother and

great grandmother, sister, aunt or inlaw: she

spoiled them all and everyone thought they

were her favorite. Opal had a servant’s heart and

worked in food pantries, events at her beloved

church, and was known for her tea parties.

She is survived by her daughter Bev (Dan)

Thatcher, her son, Bruce (Debbie) Whitt, her

granddaughter, Danielle (Kyle) Forsythe,

grandsons: Morgan Whitt and Kai (Katie)

Whitt: four great grandchildren,:Wyatt

Forsythe, Asher, Marley and Mira Whitt: three

pastor brothers: Curtis, Arlan, and Danny Booth

and two amazing sisters; Jewell and Gail.

Her service was held October 28th in

Westerville. 

FOREST VALLEY (LITTLE MIAMI)

Greetings from Forest Valley FWB. Church.

Sorry I haven't reported anything for the last

few months.  There hasn't been much to report,

until lately.  I usually get my facts from our

church bulletin, but we haven't had any from

midMarch until midSeptember.

We have had a lot of our church services post

ed on Facebook. That started about a month

after the stay at home order.  They are still post

ed each week.

Our 5th annual blood drive was a complete

success.  We needed 24 donors to have a drive

and I think we had about 30.

Our adult Sunday school classes resumed on

Sept. 20th, chair volley ball on Sept. 21th, reg.

volley ball on Oct. 22nd and cornhole on Oct.

23rd, with masks.  

Less than half of our regulars are still not com

ing back to church yet.  We still have several

classes etc. that have not started yet.  Things

are slowly getting back to almost normal.

Ada Eleyet turns 100 on Wed. November11th.

She is a wonderful Christian lady.

There are so many people on our prayer list

with serious health issues.  Joyce Le Master had

a bad stroke a few months ago and has a long

way to go to regain her memory.  Pray for

Olivia with childrens debilitating arthritis,

which is extremely painful.  Izzie had been bat

tling cancer since she was three.  She goes into

remission for a while and then it comes back.  I

think she is 12 now.

Rick Dean's sister Nancy Trainer died last

week.

Del Wallace, Pastor  

Jeanne Hauf, Reporter
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Condolences

Attention: Ambassador Reporters

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE!
The deadline for the 

January-February Issue will be 
Noon, January 1st



GALION UNITY (CUYAHOGA)

Greetings!  We have been blessed with a

beautiful fall this year.   To celebrate, we

hosted the annual Fall Fest with the

Mansfield FWB Church.  We had hot dogs,

sloppy Joes, chili, and lots of desserts.  We

had games for the children and a hayride

for everyone.  There was a fire to gather

around and we sang some songs. Brother

James Parker from the Mansfield FWB

Church led a devotional service.  It was a

great deal of fun.  Hope you all have a

blessed season!

Dave Bates, Pastor

Dottie Pugh, Reporter 

VICTORY FWB (CAPITAL CITY)

What beautiful fall colors that God has

created is here once again.

God has blessed our church with another

revival that we had on Oct 8th11th. We

had preaching by Mark Tuggle, Micah

Tuggle and homecoming morning we had

Jimmy Thompson and special singing

each night included: Paul James for

Thursday night. Friday night we had the

Knipp Family and Saturday night we had

Centerburg FWB. Then on homecoming

morning we had Mark Allen Chapman.

What a blessing it was during this time we

had together in the Lord.

Pastor appreciation was held in October

We want to thank our pastor and his fami

ly for being a blessing to our church.

Please remember the lost to be saved,

those who are having health problems and

the ones who are dealing with Covid19,

our country, and the shutins

May God bless you and keep you safe.

Michael Gillen, Pastor

James Cantrell, Assistant Reporter
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Available

The following singers and singing groups are available to come and
sing in your church for revivals or special services.

Baldwin Family Bluegrass Singers, Rosedale,  Call Chuck Baldwin (937) 926-3177
Baldwin777@roadrunner.com
Born Again Gospel Singers, Harry or Irene Litton (740) 927-5319
Covered By Love, South Webster, Call Rhonda Smith 740/961-3412 or 740/961-3413
www.coveredbyloveonline.com
Cross Pointe Trio, Lancaster, Call Bill Pitts (740) 438-7750 wpitts@columbus.rr.com
www.crosspointetrio.com
David Giddens, Marysville, (937) 642-2121   jgiddens@urec.net
Day 3, Scott & Sheri Noel (740) 574-6635  sdnoel07@yahoo.com
Enabling Grace, Woodstock, (Country and Bluegrass Gospel) (937) 717-8783
Faith Gospel & Contemporary Christian Music, Sidney, Call Pam Moorman (937)
492-1059  ladypam@bright.net
Faith in Action, Marion, Call Marjorie Abrams at (740) 383-5405 or Pleasant Hill
FWB, (740) 363-5295  Attention: Marjorie Abrams or Bob Chaffin or email
songlady_99@yahoo.com
God's Ambassadors, Gahanna, Call Judy Spires (614) 475-4689
Gospel Ambassadors, Rittman, Call Greg Marcum (330) 927-9057 
Ethan Hutchinson, Somerset, (740) 892-4001 
www.ethanhutchinsonofficial.com/fr_home.cfm
Jerry Branscomb, Chillicothe, (740) 637-1228
Justifyed, Lancaster, 43130 (614) 271-4599 robertk14@mail.com
Facebook under group name: Justifyed
Just Forgiven Singing Ministries, Dayton, (Southern Gospel) (937) 280-3840 
or (614) 309-2512
Headed Home-Singing For The Lord, Oak Hill, Call Jim Evans (740) 682-6109 or
Robert Gamble (740) 682-0042
Lord Willing, Wellston, (740) 395-7728 lovdaisynewf@gmail.com
Mike Blanton & Evidence, Grove City, (614) 871-2795
Mike Kisling, Hillsboro, (937) 393-2084
Nina Nash, Leesburg, (Southern Gospel Sound Tracks) (937) 780-6865
gnash2@cinci.rr.com
New Covenant Trio, Columbus, Call Gary Preston (614) 774-3109 or (614) 774-3039
gppreston@columbus.rr.com
Ounce of  Hope, Delaware, (Southern Gospel) (740) 363-4576
Paul James Sound, Columbus, (614) 668-8916 paul@pauljamessound.com
www.pauljamessound.com
Ruth Hammond, Grove City, (614) 440-0694  ruthandkevin77@gmail.com
Rowena and George Walker, Dayton, (937) 258-8317
Steve Russell, Marengo, (740) 972-6729  steverussell@muscian.net
Steve Fyffe, Xenia, (937) 374-9032  stv4314@aol.com
Sword Family, Middleburg Heights, (440) 747-7436.
Terry Collins & Victory, Hillsboro, (937) 840-9808
The Castle/Maxwell Project, Grove City, Call Dan Castle 614/746-4982 
or email castle.maxwell.project@gmail.com
The Blankenship Family, Mount Sterling, (740) 869-2423 
The Family of  God, Logan, Call Steve E. Goss (740) 603-1583
The Hambys, Dublin, (Southern Gospel) (614) 873-1215
The Spiritual Echoes, Circleville, Call Rick Moore (614) 595-9776 or Delores Moore
(614) 491-9502
Violet Maynard Family, (614) 496-1618, violetmaynard@yahoo.com
www.violetmaynard.com.
Undivided, Grove City, Call Mike or Sheri France (614) 352-3368
Undivided96@aol.com

If  you would like your group to be included, please send me
your group name, what local FWB Church you are a member of,
your address, and phone number and I will add you the list in the

next issue of  the Ambassador. 

Free Will Baptist   
Singing Groups

Ohio Youth

Conference

News

Greetings from the members of the

OYC Board!  As the end of 2020

draws near, we look ahead to 2021

and are prayerful that things will start

returning to normal as we learn to live with COVID19.  

Right now, we are planning on holding our annual

Ohio Ministry Expo on Saturday April 10, 2021.

We encourage individuals and teams to begin prepar

ing now.  The 2021 theme is RESOLVED (Daniel 1:8),

carried over from 2020.  Even if you are not compet

ing this year, come out and join us for this great annual

event!  

We are also making plans to return to our live Youth Service during the State

Meeting.  So, make plans now to join us Friday June 26, 2021.   Please do not hesi

tate to contact any board member with questions or concerns.  We are here to serve

you!

George Lore Ministries

Available to Preach Revivals,

Campmeetings, 

Homecomings, and Special Services

For such a time as this!

Cell: (606)6152290 email:

georgevlore@yahoo.com

Co-op
Supports 

ALL
Our

Ministries!



WELLINGTON (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings from Wellington, Ohio.   So much

uncertainty has overtaken the United States and

beyond but with God there is no uncertainty.

God is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and

end, and in Him all things are possible.  

Our church has been so blessed, people are

accepting Christ as their Savior and baptisms

are occurring.  Our children’s church has begun

again and it is so exciting to see and hear their

excitement.  

Sundays on the Facebook page the Connect

Class can be viewed at 8:00am followed by the

church service at 10:30am in person.  For indi

viduals who cannot attend inperson they can

watch the taped service on the church’s

Facebook page.  

On November 1315th, a threeday revival is

scheduled with Pastor Mark Bailey entitled

“What God Expects”.  Please be much in prayer

for this upcoming event.  

A special gospel singing with Mark Allen

Chapman took place on October 25th and as

usual, Brother Mark did not disappoint.  His tal

ent is truly a gift from God which he uses to be

a blessing to people.  

The church celebrated our pastor on October

25th for Pastor Appreciation Day.  Our pastor

has a heart for God and his people.

May God bless you, until next time.

Willie Bias, Pastor

Jenny Prechtel, Reporter

SHELBY (NORTHERN OHIO)

Jeremiah wrote, “The Lord is my portion, saith
my soul; therefore will I hope in him.”

His words, which came after witnessing

Jerusalem’s destruction as a result of sin, seem

appropriate for us today in America as we watch

our country being torn apart in a tumultuous

election year.   But like Jeremiah, we can have

hope in God’s mercies and compassion; He

truly is our portion, regardless of what happens.

It is our duty to keep going.    

Our church has been able to pick back up on

some of our activities.  The youth celebrated the

end of summer and subsequent start of a new

school year with a bonfire.   The ladies of the

church have started a Saturday morning book

study and have been reading through the book

“Inseparable.”   Meanwhile, several of the men

were able to take a Saturday and help a local

family make needed repairs to their home.   

We were also blessed to have Brother Chad

Booth come and preach for us one evening, and

we recently had the Parson Family sing for us

at our Sunday services.   It has been great being

back in service together, and though it doesn’t

look the same as it did a year ago, we are still

able to rejoice in God’s great mercies – they are

new every morning!

Matt Pond, Pastor

Heather Brown, Reporter

SPRINGFIELD (LITTLE MIAMI)

John 16:33 "These things I have spoken unto
you, that in me ye might have peace. In the
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good
cheer; I have overcome the world."

Hello from Springfield. 

Fall is so beautiful, only God can create this

canvas of so many lovely colors.

We have a new feature at our church.  Pastor

Charlie has made it possible to listen to our

services in the parking lot.  Now for anyone that

wants to social distance,  they can still come and

hear the gospel. 

We thank Pastor Charlie for all the hours and

prayers he gives for all of us. He is always will

ing to help and he does so much more than

preparing sermons. We love him and could not

have a more faithful man of God.

During these trying times of COVID, always

remember that God is still in control and always

will be. We do not have to worry, Jesus said we

can cast all of our cares on Him.

Until next time.

Charles Crider, Pastor

Kristen Lemaster, Reporter 

ZALESKI

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.” John 3:16 “Whosoever” means you, me

and the whole world to only believe in Him so

we can live with Him forever. But the most of

the world wants it their way and in the end they

will lose out on the most important person of all

Jesus!

We want to thank the Lord for His blessings

and answered prayers for our church family! He

is an awesome Lord! 

We would like for all of you to pray with us

about the Covid19 crisis. There are so many

people dying and they are without Jesus in their

hearts. We need to pray the world will turn to

the Lord and ask forgiveness and also that

Covid19 will soon be a thing of the past. This

may be a wake up sign for our nation.

We had Jonathan and France Xrin Echon as

our missionary speakers in August. 

We also had   our   homecoming on   August

9th.   We were blessed with the word of God.

special singing, fellowship and lots of good

food. 

We had Kelly Leffler as our guest Gideon

speaker in October. We would like to you to

remember Red Croley’s family in your prayers

as she has passed away. Remember all the fam

ilies who have lost loved ones in the last few

months.

Our pastor, Mark Rood and his wife Teresa

were honored during Pastor/Wife Appreciation

Month with gifts, a dinner, ice cream, cake and

several other things. They bless our hearts with

their ministry to us.

Remember the seniors, those in the nursing

home, military and families, our leaders and our

nation in your prayers.

Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and

Happy New Year. Tell someone you love them

and really mean it!

Mark Rood, Pastor

Linda McKibben, Reporter

PORTER (PORTER)

Autumn has arrived at Porter Free Will Baptist

Church and we welcome it with open arms! We

began September with our annual Homecoming

service. This year we celebrated our 203rd

anniversary! Our Sunday school lesson was

brought to us by Neil Gilliland and our guest

speaker for the morning worship service was

Clint Morgan, General Director of

International Missions. Both speakers did an

excellent job and we are grateful that they chose

to spend the day with us. We are so blessed that

we were able to have this service that was filled

with worship, reflection, and singing. It was a

real blessing to celebrate 203 years of God’s

faithfulness to the Porter Church family.

We were unable to have our annual bean din

ner and craft sale hosted by our Women Active

for Christ. The women did have crafts and

canned goods for sale at the church to help raise

money for the groups that they support. The

money is used to support their chosen missions

projects, but also to help fund the Beth King

Memorial Scholarship.

During this time, we were able to hold our

World Missions Offering. This offering had

been pushed back from our typical April

fundraising competition. This has always been a

very missions minded church, and this allows

our congregation to support international mis

sions.

In October, we began to hold Sunday School

classes again before morning worship services.

We are blessed to have the type of facilities that

enables us to hold these classes and services

safely.

As we approach the Christmas season, we are

prayful that we are able to continue to gain more

and more normalcy in our corporate worship.

Mark Price, Pastor

Tehra Clevenger, Reporter

CLEVELAND (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings from the Cleveland FWB Church!

We hope and pray you are all doing well.  

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek." Romans 1:16

September 28October 2nd, we hosted a

revival in which our National Moderator, Tim

York, preached all of the services.  We had spe

cial singing each night from Pastor Eugene

Crouch of Unity FWB, The Sword Family,

Larry Wright, The Gospel Ambassadors, and

the Cleveland FWB Singers.  What a blessing

it was to worship with our brothers and sisters

in Christ the whole week!  We can surely say we

felt revived.  Thank you to Tim York and all of

the singers who came to worship the Lord with

us. 

On October 18,

E m a n u e l

Sathasivam was

baptized at the age

of 6.  A few months

back, Emanuel

accept Jesus Christ

into his heart while

praying with his

parents.  

On October

25th we cele

brated Pastor

Appreciation

Day. Brother

Jacob Egnor

brought us the

message from

2 Corinthians

11: 2329.  What a wonderful reminder it was to

understand throughout any peril or burden in

our pastors life, the daily care for his church and

its members is most important.  We are truly

thankful for all pastors.  We are especially

thankful for our Pastor Joseph Egnor and his

wife Vivian Egnor!

Joseph Egnor, Pastor

Mercedes PerezEgnor, Reporter

FAITH (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Prayers to all our brothers and sisters in Christ

Jesus. Luke 6:45 “A good man out of the good
treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is
good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of
his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of
the abundance of the heart his mouth
speaketh.” Please pray for our country and our

leaders during this election period.      

The family and loved ones of Brother Troy

Bryant want all to know that his fellowship din

ner will be postponed until after the first of the

year due to the current Covid19 issues, we will

keep you posted.

God is still on the throne.  We are still having

our Sunday morning services along with our

Wednesday evening prayer meeting.  Our num

bers are down, but many see the Sunday service

via live stream.  Pray for strength and wisdom

for all our fellow Christians during this trou

bling time.

Dale Channells  Pastor

Jim Lee, Reporter
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“Lifting Up Jesus/Bringing the Bible to Life”

One man dramas and preaching to bring the Lord’s touch upon hearts

Dramas for Christmas, Easter, Revivals, Special Occasions

Singing

Prayer Retreats

Bible Conferences

“Harvest Festivals” to encourage members to invite friends and neighbors

Tracts

Children’s Bulletins

Can adapt to Facebook Broadcasts
Social Distancing for planning conferences, Prayer Retreats and Bible Conferences

dramaking48@yahoo.com

740/7012124

Print brochures available on requestMaterial on this Ministry can also be emailed

Ordained Free Will Baptist Pastor with

Free Will Baptist Pastors on my Board



MECHANICSBURG (TRINITY)

Greetings from the Mechanicsburg family.

Thanksgiving will soon be upon us!  “Let us
come before His presence with thanksgiving,
and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms.”
(Psalms 95:2)  We are truly thankful for all of

His many blessings he has bestowed upon us!

Our Old Fashion Days church service was held

October 11th.  We were blessed with songs of

praise by the Bluegrass Gospel group, Crossing

Over! They come ready for Old Fashion days in

their flannel shirts, bibbed overalls, suspenders,

and more importantly, spirit filled singing!  Just

as in the good ole days our Pastor, Clay

Baldwin, brought a spirit filled message.  His

message was from Psalms 137. 

The women of the church had a rummage and

bake sale the last two weekends of October to

raise money for the women’s fund. 

Repairs to the fellowship hall are in progress

after an accident occurred in the fall which tore

down the electric line from the fellowship hall

to the church.  The repairs should be completed

before the cold weather sets in.

Prior to the Coronavirus Pandemic shutdown

we decided to broadcast our church service live

on our Facebook page. Brothers Clay Baldwin

and Ray Boggs were able to preach every

Sunday, thanks to Bro. Brandon and Sister

Shelby Edwards who recorded each message

live to Facebook. Our church services have

since resumed, however you can still hear the

message live each Sunday on our Facebook

page (Mechanicsburg Free Will Baptist

Church).

Our Bible study will also resume every

Wednesday at 7:00 PM, led by Bro. Brandon

Edwards. 

In closing, we ask that you keep our country

and our church in your prayers.  Please remem

ber our lost, those who have lost a loved one,

and those who have been out with sicknesses

and other health problems.  Pray that we will

grow and prosper in the Lord.   

May the Lord bless and keep you.

Clay Baldwin, Pastor

Bobbi Groeber, Reporter

UNITED (CAPITAL CITY)

Blessings from United FWB in Massillon. We

want to praise GOD for the blessings He’s given

us. “Now therefore, our God, we thank thee,
and praise thy glorious name.” 1 Chronicles

29:13

October 11th we had a blessed Pastor

Appreciation Day. Trae and Whitney sang for

us, and Rev. Shawn Beauchamp brought the

message. There was plenty of food and fellow

ship.

October 31st we held our Chili Cookoff at an

outdoor pavilion at Camp Wanake, and it was

chilly!  With proper precautions, all had a good

time. There was a hayride and candy bags for

the kids. Of course, lots of chili. This year’s

winners for best Chili are: 1st Dennis Clay, 2nd

Ed Fisk, and 3rd James Johnson.

November 22nd will be our OldFashioned

Day. Come to church dressed in something you

consider oldfashioned, and enjoy food and fel

lowship after service.

Be in prayer for our church families. Many

have family members with illnesses. Others

have extra stress because of all that is going on

right now.   “Confess your faults one to anoth
er, and pray one for another, that ye may be
healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a right
eous man availeth much.”James 5:16.  We also

ask prayer for a larger building.

Prayers for you.

Randy Keffer, Pastor

Linda Webb, Reporter 
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Southeastern FWB College Granted Accrediting

President Nate Ange and the Board of Directors of Southeastern Free Will Baptist

College are pleased to announce that the college has been granted Accreditation Status

by the Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools (TRACS). TRACS

is a national accrediting agency which is recognized by both the Department of

Education and the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA).

This accomplishment has been the culmination of a process which began with the sub

mission of an application to TRACS in April of 2016 followed by the college being

granted Candidate Status on April 25, 2017 and was given five years to become accred

ited. In April of this year the college submitted a proposal to begin the process toward

accreditation, and on May 28th approval was granted to proceed with the selfstudy.

During the week of July 7th, a team consisting of five peer reviewers from other

TRACS schools visited the campus to evaluate the college based on the TRACS

Accreditation Standards. The result of that visit was that the college received only two

Recommendations and NO Findings. This was wonderful news in that an institution

cannot be accredited with Findings.

President Ange, College Dean Danny Baer and Academic Dean Marc Holloman

appeared before the TRACS Commission in a virtual meeting at on Monday, October

26th to provide an update on the status of the college and answer questions. President

Ange was given the news that the college is now accredited. The accreditation will be

in place for a period of five years. At that time, the college will be required to go

through the same process for Reaffirmation. After that, Reaffirmation will be required

in 10 year intervals.

A great deal of effort has gone into this monumental achievement. The action and

encouragement of past college President, Jim Marcum was key to applying to TRACS

in 2016. President Nate Ange has been a champion for the pursuit of accreditation from

day one. The Accreditation Team of Dr. Danny Baer, Mr. Marc Holloman and Dr.

Russ Moots met weekly over a number of months to lead the work on the selfstudy.

College Administration Assistant, Lynnette Gaynor was a vital player in collecting

material and assembling the over 800 necessary documents. Librarian, Catherine

Pendley went the extra mile to proofread the material provided to the TRACS team.

Many of the faculty and staff of the college worked long hours to make this dream a

reality.

We are ever so grateful to our God and Savior and would like to give glory and honor

to Him from whom all blessings flow. It is His hand that has directed the paths of our

college to this point. It is His will that has guided our many graduates to serve in local

churches across America and in “the regions beyond.” May He continue to bless us so

that we may fulfill our mission of “training men and women for the work of the min

istry” and to boldly follow our motto, “To Know Him and to Make Him Known”!



DEMO HAS BEGUN! 
As you can see from the picture demo has

begun! We are very thankful to finally have

our building permit so we can complete the

remodel. We are continuing to have outdoor

services right now and we are praying that

God would continue to give us good weather

until our remodel is complete.

We have hit a couple of snags that have

slowed down our progress, but we anticipate

completing the remodel before Winter. Please

pray with us as we try to get everything done.

We have already had a work crew come from

one of our sister churches in New York and

have two other work crews lined up to come

from Ohio and one more from Missouri. If

you are interested in helping with carpentry,

paint or carpet please contact me at pastor

grimes@flasghipchurch.com or (814) 572

2265.

Please continue to pray for our people during

this Pandemic. Our attendance is still lower

than it was preCovid, but we have had guests

in our services recently and for that we are

grateful and encouraged.

New Baptistry

We have recently ordered our portable bap

tistry (sample pictured)! Ever since we

moved to Erie we’ve had to either borrow a

baptistry from another local church or use

Lake Erie. However, once we move into our

new building we will have our own baptistry

we can use whenever needed! This makes it

much more convenient and personal for our

people when we are able to have a baptism on

our property without having to go elsewhere.

It is always exciting to see people make the

decision to follow Jesus and then take the

first step of obedience—baptism! Please pray

that God would help us to reach a multitude

of souls for His kingdom and see the follow

the Lord in believers baptism. 

Prayer Requests
*Pray for wisdom concerning reopening after

COVID19

*Pray for wisdom about ministering in a

postpandemic world

*Pray for our Building Remodel to go quick

ly and smoothly

*Pray that God would supply the volunteers

needed to help us complete our remodel

*Please continue to pray for our personal

account and our building fund

*Please continue to pray for wisdom about

when to go selfsupporting. As a result of this

pandemic our offerings have decreased dra

matically.

*Please continue to pray for the health and

spiritual needs of our daughter—Charity

*Pray for the new neighborhood we will be

moving into and ministering in. Pray they

will be receptive to us and most importantly

the Gospel! 
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Daryl Grimes
Family

Missionaries to Erie,
PA

How to Become a
Financial Partner

*Call (740) 352-3510 and I can
guide you through the process

*Visit www.homemissions.net
and click on “Automatic

Withdrawal” and follow the on
screen prompts

*E-mail me at
alightinerie@gmail.com

*Please contact Home Missions
if you need a new envelope.

Available

The following ministers are available to fill the pulpit for pastors 
who have to be away from their church.  Many are 

interested in conducting revivals as well.

Bill Alford, Strongsville, Oh                   (440) 572-1614
Lee Aldridge, Londonderry, Oh (740) 887-4065
Anthony “Tony” W. Blackburn, Mechanicsburg, Oh                    (614) 623-0031
Mike Blanton, Grove City, Oh                      (614) 871-2795
Chad Booth, Ashland, Oh (330) 715-8403
Larry Brown, Mount Sterling, Oh  (740) 852-0586
Ron Brown, Hillsboro, Oh                        (937) 402-4452
Roger Childers, W Liberty, Oh (937) 869-4890
Roger Crusie, Greenfield, Oh                (937) 981-3529
Mike Daniel, Englewood, Oh (937) 836-0540
Martin Denes, Chillicothe, Oh (740) 701-2124 
Luther Dingess, Fort Gay, WV         (304) 648-5901
Freddy Dutton, Columbus, Oh                  (614) 276-0200
Michael Ellis, Columbus, Oh (614) 917-7309
James England, Columbus Oh             (614) 846-6654
Packy Gibson, Hillsboro, Oh                   (937) 393-2730
Edwin Hayes, Reynoldsburg, Oh        (614) 751-1190
Carl Jenkins, Cleveland, Oh          (216) 351-2475
James Johnson, Rittman, Oh              (330) 331-6088
Jason Jones, Marysville, Oh     (614) 307-2528
William Jones, Marysville, Oh             (937) 594-1331
Paul Keener, Westerville, Oh             (614) 891-4382
Robert Legg, Dayton, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep) (937) 648-9600
George Lore, Bucyrus, Oh (606) 615-2290
Alton Loveless, Columbus, Oh               (573) 330-7728
Rodger Marsh, Leesburg, Oh (937) 661-1169
Tom Murphy, Commercial Pt, Oh        (614) 218-5435
Robert Prichard, Cleveland, Oh (216) 347-1559
Freddie Ray, Omstead Falls, Oh (216) 355-2137 
Tom Spradlin, Portsmouth, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep)               (740) 776-6677
Lowell Spencer, Ontario, Oh (419) 545-2449
Russell Street, London, Oh (614) 440-0045
Alex Stevens, Greenup, KY         (606) 473-5417
Talo Teo, Zanesville, Oh                      (740) 487-5735
Bill Turner, Carlisle, Oh                      (513) 746-5866
Tim Updike, Wellston, Oh                            (740) 384-3277
Alan Wright, Orient, Oh (614) 208-4253
Josh Young, South Solon, Oh                   (937) 829-1723

FWB Ministers
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D6 Conference
April 79, 2021  Orlando, Florida

www.d6family.com/d6conference

From your staff at the
Ohio State Association
of Free Will Baptists &
Ambassador Bookstore
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HERITAGE (CAPITAL CITY)

Fall has arrived and we have been busy!

In past years we have looked forward to our

Trunk or Treat, but this year we are trying some

thing new!  We wanted to do something for our

Heritage Kids and decided to host an indoor

candy walk.  The kids dressed up and paraded

through the fellowship hall and Sunday School

vestibule collecting candy!  We served soup, hot

dogs, and cookies for everyone!  This was a

much needed night of fellowship, food and

CANDY!

We will honor our veterans on Sunday,

November 15th.  Our guest speaker for this spe

cial day is Retired United States Army Corporal

Randall Keffer, (his wife is Retired United

States Army Specialist Mary Elizabeth Keffer);

Bro. Randall serves as Pastor at United FWB

Church in Massillon, OH.

Keep praying and working for souls to be

added to the kingdom of God! 

We trust each of you will have a wonderful

Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday. Our

schedule at Heritage is always filled with fun

and family during this wonderful time of the

year.

Tim W. Stout, Pastor

Stephanie Wolfe, Reporter

FIRST SPRINGFIELD (FRANKLIN)

Hello everyone.

Ministry and reaching out can come in many

different ways and at our church we have been

abundantly blessed by several guests sharing

with us these last couple of months. Hebrews

1:14 “Are they not all ministering spirits sent
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of
salvation.” Bro. Edwin Hayes was with us on

September 13th and preached a wonderful mes

sage at our morning service. We were blessed to

have Sister Sis Monroe with us on September

20th who brought us her ministry in beautiful

songs.   September 27th,  Bro. Vern Smith, a

representative from Gideon International spoke

to us and shared stories about the work the

Gideon's are doing and how they are getting the

word out by distributing millions of Bibles

yearly.  Also, on October 11th, Robert Legg

from Family Ministries was with us and shared

how their “Hope Center “continues to help

many young people in many different ways. 

On Sunday evening, October 26th, we held our

annual Trunk or Treat. With COVID19, things

had to be done a little differently. The kids were

still able to get treats and we had physically dis

tanced games for the kids and adults alike in our

parking lot. A lot of fun was had by everyone!

We also continue to receive great success with

our Blessing Box for our neighborhood. The

neighbors are helping themselves to needed

food and are also are putting food items in for

other neighbors who might be in need. 

We hope you are all enjoying God's blessings

during this beautiful fall season and pray your

and your families are all staying healthy!

Adam McCarty, Pastor

Linda O’Neal, Reporter

SOUTH COLUMBUS (TRINITY)

Greetings from South Columbus FWB

Church. 

As we look forward to the close of 2020 and

the upcoming holiday season, we must look at

our blessings and be thankful for what the Lord

has done for us. We pray that 2021 will see the

end of this virus and bring those back to church

that have been gone so long.

We are having inperson services wearing

masks and services on Facebook for the safety

of our elderly members and those who have

underlying health conditions. Although our

crowds are down we are still enjoying spirit

filled services and our Sunday School lessons

are very encouraging. Pastor Tim is an excellent

teacher.

October was Pastor Appreciation month and

even though we weren’t able to celebrate in our

normal way, we want to let Pastor Tim know we

love and appreciate him.

Please pray for our congregation, and those

who are struggling. We pray you enjoy your

holidays with family and friends and be safe. 

Tim Stevens, Pastor

Kathy Messer, Reporter

GRACE

Greetings from Grace FWB Church. We pray

everyone has been well, especially with all

that's going on in our world right now.

Let’s all keep our country and the world in

prayer, we need peace and healing for everyone.

I also ask for your prayers for Sis. Kim, she's

still in the nursing home. She wants so much to

come home and be able to go to church. Also

remember Sis. Kathy and Bro. Bill they are both

dealing with some health issues. Let’s pray for

all those dealing with the virus and any other ill

ness. We will also keep all of you in our prayers

as well.

We're into fall now and are being blessed with

all the beauty that fall brings, only God can

make things so beautiful. 

Soon we’ll be coming into the holiday season

of Thanksgiving and Christmas. Let's always

remember to be thankful for all the Lord bless

es us with and always remember the true mean

ing of Christmas. Let's spread the true meaning

of Christmas, that our Lord and Savior was born

on that day. Our world needs to hear this mes

sage more now than ever.

We are thankful for all the Lord does for each

of us. 

We invite you to come worship with us some

Sunday.

Blessings to you all.

Elaine Booth, Reporter

FIRST CHILLICOTHE 

(SOUTHCENTRAL)

Hello again from First Free Will Baptist. Our

church just celebrated Pastor Appreciation

with our pastor. Our church shared memorable

moments of our pastor and cupcakes with the

congregation. We appreciate his continual ded

ication to the church and the community.

Thank you, Pastor Mitch, for everything you

do. There are not enough words to express the

church’s gratitude.

Our Sunday night study has been dedicated to

the book called “Letters to the Church” by

Francis Chan. We are halfway through the

book and continuing to learn about what God

has called the church, its members, to do for

Him. It is an amazing opportunity to reflect

upon what everyone can do to help within and

outside of church. As a church, we are taking

this opportunity of learning and applying to

future endeavors. Everyone is always invited

to join us in our learning and growing.

Thanksgiving and Christmas are upon us

now. It may seem that they were never going to

come because of the many changes that every

one has experienced this year, but they are

here. I believe these holidays are the perfect

opportunity to reflect upon this year. Time has

been given to many people who felt they never

had enough of. Time to appreciate loved ones,

time to slow down and time to realize what is

important. Thanksgiving has always been the

holiday to be thankful, but this year has taught

us to be thankful all year long. We should also

always be thankful to God and what He con

tinues to do in our lives.  

Please remember those that have lost loved

ones this year and those that continue to battle

sickness.

Until next time, God bless.

Mitch Salyers, Pastor

Shana McGoye, Reporter
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BOOKKEEPING
ACCOUNTING
NOTARY PUBLIC

M. J. LOWE’S
INCOME TAX SERVICE

3213 SOUTH HIGH STREET
COLUMBUS OHIO 43207

JIM & JEAN LOWE                         Phone 16144916280
OWNERS                                            FAX 16144914554

MJLOWE24@YAHOO.COM

HOLY GROUND FREE WILL BAPTIST YOUTH FOR CHRIST CAMP
Located at:  5150 RIBER RD, HILLSBORO, OHIO 45133

(Bldg- Worship, Devotions, Recreation, etc.)  (New Kitchen/Dining Hall Building)             (Completely new Kitchen facilities)

(Improved Pond facilities)

Newly built, fully furnished kitchen and dining area, as well as the huge pond is now available for swimming
and pedal boats!  A Pastor from a camp in 2012 was so impressed with our improvements in these areas that

he said he wished other FWB churches were aware of our new (Kitchen/Dining hall) and improved (the
Pond) facilities. 

For leasing and information on the above camps call 
Larry Glenn (937) 478-3815, Donna Glenn (937) 475-2710, 

Rev. Steve Nickels (937) 478-1182,  Pastor Tim Hamilton (937) 559-1966
or Email us at timham@reagan.com.  

Please let us know if you would like to view a camp presentation.

A ministry of Northridge Free Will Baptist Church, 
4800 Payne Ave, Dayton, OH 45414



FIRST DAYTON (LITTLE MIAMI)

Greetings from First Dayton Free Will Baptist.

We have exciting news! Our church now has

three deacons:  Dean Lewis, Joe Palmer and

Eddie Cantrell. It has been a long time since the

church has had any deacons.  We are looking to

their leadership and encouragement.  They are

wonderful men of God.

The death angel paid another visit to Sister

Nellie Blair’s family, grandson Patrick Wayne

Prewitt. We wish to extend our sincere sympa

thy to our sister Nellie and her family.  Please

pray for the family.

Our church is continuing to be open every

Sunday morning at 9:45am for Sunday School

and 10:45am for worship service.  The church

has taken extreme measures due to the Covid

19 pandemic and appreciates the congregation’s

cooperation.

The Long’s are continuing to work tirelessly to

care for the flock, sanitizing and maintenance of

our church.  The church is becoming a beacon

that offers hope for the lost. Continue prayers

for our church and our country.

October was Pastor Appreciation Month. We

certainly want to thank Pastor Mark for all he

does for us.  He is one of the best pastors ever.

Thanks for serving the flock so well and we

really appreciate his messages every Sunday.

You can hear Pastor Long’s sermons and spe

cial singing on Facebook at

WWW:Facebook.com/First Dayton Free Will

Church.  Don’t forget. Pastor Long hosts a

weekly radio program called “Sunday Mornings

with Jesus” on WGNZ

104.3 FM.1110 AM. 8:00 to 8:30 a/m/ 

Mark Long, Pastor

Marcella Keeton, Reporter

ANTIOCH COMMUNITY 

(CENTRAL OHIO)

Greetings in the name of the Lord!

We are so blessed beyond measure. Thanking

God for giving us another day to praise Him. 

The Lord has been pouring out his blessings

upon our services and we are grateful to him.

We are having a NOVEMBER TO REMEM

BER at Antioch.  Each Sunday something spe

cial is happening.

Sunday, November 8th The Case Family from

Paintsville, Ky will be singing for us.  This is a

great Christian family with lots of talent and

great spirit.

Sunday, November 15th, Rev Lucian Baker,

pastor of Christ the King Church from

Fredericktown, Ohio will be bringing the morn

ing message.

Sunday, November 22nd,   Undivided from

Caananland FWB Church will be singing. They

bring a great spirit and lots of love to the serv

ice.

Sunday, November 29th, We will be having a

special Service of Thanksgiving.

All services start at 10:30 AM.

In this time of so much sickness and turmoil,

we are praying for everyone.  We do hope

everyone is healthy and happy for the upcoming

holidays.  

God bless.

Jim Blankenship, Pastor

Linda Blankenship, Reporter 

CENTERBURG (CAPITAL CITY)

Greetings to all from Centerburg!  We pray

this finds you well in the midst of uncertainty.

What we do know for certain is that God is in

control.  And no matter what, He not only holds

today but tomorrow too, if it should come.  

We’ve had some spiritfilled services since our

last report. I’m so thankful He shows up when

we need him the most!  He has blessed in so

many ways. 

Thanksgiving and Christmas will soon be

here.  It should be a time of joy and thankful

ness. But, it brings depression and anxiety for

so many.  Pray for those who suffer during this

time of year, that the Lord may give  them

peace.

We ask you to pray with us, as we continue to

seek God’s will, on starting back up our Sunday

School and Youth programs during this difficult

time. Our children need a sense of security, in

this world, and the Lord is the only one who can

give it.  We have those battling cancer and other

illnesses.  Please remember them in your

prayers.

We wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving and a

Merry Christmas!

Until our next report, if the Lord should tarry.

Mark Tuggle, Pastor

Sandy McDowell, Reporter

WAKEFIELD (PORTER)

Well God surely showed his artistry this year

with all the brilliant colors in the trees. 

Greetings to our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Bro. Lowell went on his annual fishing trip in

September with one of his sons and one or two

other friends. Brother Mitch Collins filled in

for him while he was gone. 

We're still having Bible study on Wednesday

nights. We're in the book of Exodus now. 

September 16th Brother Jr. Wiley came and

preached for us. It's always good to have him.

He is a good old soldier of the cross. 

September 27th was to be our homecoming

but our dinner was canceled because of the

Covid virus. Bro. Bob Holbrook and his wife

Trina still came and sang for us and he

preached morning and evening. On the evening

of October 4th Bro. Jim Dummitt and his wife

Jenny came and he preached for us. We had our

Old Fashioned day and Pastor Appreciation on

October 25th . A young man and his two chil

dren visited. Again, our dinner was canceled. 

This Covid virus is sure changing things. We

all miss the hugs and handshakes. The Alley

family has had a lot of afflictions. Roxanne was

in the hospital with Afib. Melissa has been ill

and Wayne and Loretta with health issues. As so

many of us are advancing in age, health

becomes an issue; but one day, praise the Lord,

if we're faithful there will be no more pain or

sickness! All will be Joy! 

Stay in as much as you can and stay well. Until

next time from the little church by the side of

the road.

Lowell King, Pastor

Barb Conley, Reporter
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“Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts
with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.” 

Psalm 100:4

Thought for the Month
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North American

Mission

Offering Set for

November 22nd

Mission North America Offering is November 22, 2020. This is the annual

offering our Free Will Baptist churches give to each year in support of the

ministries of North American Ministries.

North American Ministries (NAM) exists to equip and send church planters

and chaplains to plant healthy churches and to make disciples in North

America. You may ask, who do we need more churches in North American?

National statistics inform us nearly 50 Free Will Baptist churches close each

year and we lose 2200 members*. According to the census data, the United

States has grown by  nearly 10 million people in the last five years. We are

going in the wrong direction! We should be planting more vibrant Free Will Baptist churches

focused on making disciples for Christ. At the present rate of new church plants, we are not com

ing close to keeping up with the number of churches we are closing *(Source: One Magazine,

Dr. Eddie Moody, February/March 2020 based on data from 20162018)

If the sheer number do not motivate you to desire to see new churches planted, consider these

reasons. The number one reason to be engaged in planting new churches is the Great Commission

commands us to reach our Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth. Free Will Baptists

have always been about reaching the lost with the Gospel, and there are thousands of people who

live in neighborhoods where there are no evangelical preaching churches. Another reason for

your church to be involved in church planing is the impact it will have on your local church.

Research shows that attendance grows significantly as well as the tithes and offerings. A general

excitement results as the people in the church are encouraged with the growth of the new church

plant as well as the growth in their own local church.

Your gift not only helps in the areas of church planting and chaplaincy. It also supports revitaliza

tion of our struggling churches by helping to train coaches and provide other valuable resources

through the Fresh Wind initiative. Your gifts help to support the ministry of Master’s Men, pro

viding for our men, outreach opportunity, Bible Studies, impact projects, sports fellowship and

disaster relief efforts. Cross cultural ministries also benefit from your gift to the Mission North

Offering as we seek to reach the rapidly growing Hispanic population now residing in North

America.

Your gifts make it possible us to recruit, train, and support those God has called to plant disciple

making churches, minister to the brave men and women serving in the armed forces, effectively

reach and disciple our Spanish speaking friends and neighbors, provide well equipped coaches

and resource materials to help revitalized our struggling churches, provide an impactful ministry

for our men, as well as various other ministries that fall under the umbrella of North American

Ministries.

Rejoice with us as Ruben and Merri share their testimony of the impact of the new church plant

in Tifton with church planters Josh Bennett and Shane Suggs. “At Awaken Church, you will
know that you not only have God on your side, but you have a group that is willing to make you
feel accepted when you do not feel accepted, with open arms regardless of what you have been
through, or where you come from, or where you thought you were headed. It’s wonderful.”

Your generous gift to Mission North America Offering on November 22, 2020 supports the gen

eral fund which provides for our office staff, conferences, recruitment, assessments, training,

coaching, managing our field teams, and more. Your gift to this offering provides the support our

church planters need in order to do the work God has called them to do. We are counting on your

generosity to help us Build Bridges to Carry the Gospel!

We need your help! Please consider giving a generous gift ot the Mission North America Offering

on November 22, 2020, (See ad on Page 10)

Sam McVay is director of Church Relations, North American Ministries.

“We exist to labor with the Body of Christ to fulfill the Great Commission.” 

Bulgaria

• Tim & Lydia Awtrey  Please pray for our team meeting this weekend. Pray that God will give

us wisdom in navigating these uncharted waters in missions. We also have several young men

and women expressing interest in the Christian faith in Svishtov. Pray that these men and women

would take a step of faith, trust in Jesus, and begin to walk with Him. 

• Jonathan & Amy Postlewaite  In recent weeks I have had several new people attending the

English classes which I teach. Please continue to pray that these classes will be one more way

that I can make contacts with people in our city and that we will eventually be able to share the

gospel with some if not all of them.

• Josh & Lydia Provow  Please pray for wisdom as we look at moving our Bible study in the

village of Vehtovo from a lady’s house into a rented space in the village’s community center.

While there are pros and cons, we believe that such a move will give the group new opportunities

for growth.

France

• David & Mimi Reeves  Next weekend we will be in Canyon, TX and Woodward, OK for

church. Not only will it be a big drive, but we will have to drive all the way back to Kentucky for

David to be able to vote on the 3rd. Please pray for a safe and easy trip for Jade.

• Jonathan & Michelle Chereau  Please, pray for my little sister who is struggling with health

issues. She was diagnosed with Batten disease 13 years ago. It is a degenerative disease that

attacks the nervous system. My mum has recently noticed that she is having problems swallowing

food and she has no strength in her legs. Pray also for my mum that God gives her peace and

strength to be by my sister's side. We know that God cares for both of them.

• Matt & Cristina Price  Praise the Lord for two baptisms last Sunday at the St Nazaire Church!

Japan

• Donnie & Ruth McDonald  Pray for the Seekers Bible study that has recently formed at

Good News Chapel. Six ladies ranging in age from their 30’s to late 60’s are meeting with Ruth

on Monday afternoons to discover what the Bible teaches. The Holy Spirit is working in these

notyetChristian hearts. Pray for all of them to be saved.

• Rusty & Brenda Carney  Pray for the new believer, Mr. “O,” as he seems to be dealing with

depression. Also, pray for the Kamifukuoka church as we seek out ways to be a blessing within

the community.

• Annabelle Ellis  Praise God for His provision to my account  I’m closer to being fully funded

with each week! Please ask God to lead people to partner with me financially so that I can be

fully funded by the end of the year, and that together, we can labor unto the growth of God’s

Kingdom and lives being changed by the Gospel in Japan!

Kenya

• Eddy & Amanda Simmons  Please pray for Amanda. She is having surgery on November 3rd

to repair a large hiatal hernia. She will be in the hospital for at least one night. Then 46 weeks

recovery. Please also pray for Eddy. He has an important doctor’s visit with his hand surgeon on

November 2nd. Pray for wisdom as they discuss options for further treatments to relieve Eddy’s

postsurgery hand pain. Praise God for the increases in the number of people (and new people)

attending the worship gatherings in Sesia and praise God for the continuing rains there. Pray that

our leaders will stay on track with discipling the many hundreds of new Christfollowers in Sesia.

Pray that they will have the vision to see the 150,000+ Samburu that are still lost and have no

access to the Gospel.

Spain

• Josh & Bethany (THP)  Thank you so much to all who have been praying for the birth certifi

cate situation with our children. We received them this week after 11 months of waiting. We have

sent off for their passports and we are a step closer to Spain. We are so grateful for each person

who has been praying and to our great God who worked all of this out!

• Sam & Lauren Riggs  Pray that as we finish up 2020, we will be able to reach at least 50% in

our goal to get to Spain! We are excited to end the year with our families and will all the church

families we are going to visit! 

Mission Family

• Pray for our expecting missionary families: Daniel and Kate Speer (Japan), Doug and Miriam

Bishop (Japan), and Austin and Lauren Biggs (IM Family). Ask God to give each mom good

health and wisdom. Pray the babies will grow and mature as expected.

• Please pray for John Murray, former IM missionary to France, on the death of his wife Pansy

Sunday afternoon. John and Pansy both had COVID19 and were hospitalized. John has recov

ered. Please remember their two children, David and Patricia.

• Please pray for our missionaries as they continue to seek prayer and financial support.

• Pray for former missionaries struggling with a variety of health problems:

Bobby and Sue Aycock (Brazil), Florine Coscia (Brazil), Ledgel and Sharon Ferguson (Ivory

Coast and France), Glenda Fulcher (Uruguay and Panama), Mirial Gainer (Japan), Joe Haas

and Barb Haas (France), Sherwood and Vada Lee (Ivory Coast), Jerry Pinkerton (Côte

d’Ivoire), Lloyd Plunkett (Côte d’Ivoire), Amy Robinson (Uruguay), Tom Willey, Jr. (Cuba &

Panama), Patsy VanHook (France), Jan Banks (Japan), and Don Robirds (Brazil, IM office).

International
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Sarah Chadwick, wife of North FWB Pastor

Bill Chadwick was admitted to the hospital

September 19th with difficulty breathing and

heart problems. She is now home recovering.

Rittman Community FWB Pastor Johnny

Castle was taken to the hospital September

23rd after passing out and falling at home. He

has been released and doing better.

Norwalk FWB Pastor Bill Smith has been in

the hospital and he is in need of your prayers.

Former Woodstock FWB Pastor Russell

Street was hospitalized for Covid19. He spent

some time in intensive care. He is doing better.

His wife Fredia has also contracted Covid19

along with their daughter and granddaughter.

but they have not had to go to the hospital.

Evangelist Mike and Teresa Blanton have

contracted Covid19. Brother Mike has not

shown symptoms and Sister Teresa was home

with some mild symptoms. Brother Mike

underwent surgery on October 23rd. He is now

recovering.

Former Pastor David Trusty’s son Troy Trusty

and his wife Heather tested positive for Covid

19. They are both recovering.

Chris Dutton, son of Evangelist Freddy and

Terry Dutton underwent surgery October 23rd.

He is now home doing well.

Joe Berry, deacon at Rosedale FWB was in

intensive care in October. He is much improved

and recovering.

Liberty FWB Pastor Cecil Farmer and his

wife Melissa contracted Covid19 in October.

They are now recovering.

Northridge Pastor Tim Hamilton contracted

Covid19 and was hospitalized.  He is now

home recovering.

Evangelist and Christian Singer Billy Fields

was in the hospital after suffering strokes.  He

has been released.

Pastor Keith Perkins of the Christian

Assembly Church in Hillsboro has tested posi

tive for Covid19. His wife, Annette is awaiting

results of her test.  They also lost their daughter

recently. Do remember the family in prayer.

Steve Fyffe from the Springfield Church had

surgery on October 31st.

Good Hope Pastor Paul Peterson has been in

the intensive care unit having contracted Covid

19. He is in need of prayer.

REYNOLDSBURG (FRANKLIN)

Thanksgiving and Christmas. Time to reflect

on our blessings – those wonderful gifts He

gives to His children.  Many are worshipping in

person each Sunday now.  

Our Wednesday Elements program has started

back up as well for our teens and children.

Sunday School attendance is growing, and

teachers are challenging our minds. Important

eternal decisions are being made.   

We also continue posting the services online to

allow those at home to remain in the Word with

us.  We miss our shutins but continue to keep

each other in our hearts.  

Operation Christmas Child is in full swing and

we have also been supporting our local Helping

Hands for the Reynoldsburg community.   

Times have been challenging in 2020 and

sometimes all the voices around us are so loud

and confusing, we forfeit our peace.

Remember in Genesis 3 when God asked Eve

“who told you that" – we need to listen to His

voice in trying times and claim His peace.

Remember peace is one of those many gifts

we've been given do not give it away.     

Jerry Sargent, Pastor 

Kim Wiley, Reporter

NEWARK (FRANKLIN)

Greetings from the Newark Church. A lot has

happened since our last report in March. 

Unfortunately, the COVID19 Coronavirus

Pandemic canceled most events that we had

planned this year. Thankfully to date, no one in

our church has contracted the virus. When Gov.

DeWine started shutting the state down, while

he made it clear that in Ohio, churches were

exempt from any orders to close because of our

1st Amendment rights; we decided in the inter

est of health and safety to close for 11 weeks

(March 22May 31st) and only stream and

record services online. For another 11 weeks

after that, we opened up Sunday morning serv

ices only (June 7  August 16th) and the rest was

online. On August 23rd we resumed all service

times as normal. 

In an effort to redeem the time, while holding

onlineonly services; we repainted and redeco

rated our sanctuary and baptistery. 

On September 20th, we held out annual home

coming service and welcomed the Sword

Family to sing for us. October 4th we recog

nized all four ministers in our church and even

had a special presentation for Steven Hughes II

who was officially licensed in the Franklin

Conference August 15th. 

October 25th we welcomed Evangelist David

Frazie to preach for us. As for upcoming events,

Covered By Love will be singing on Sunday,

November 15th, during our 11:00 AM Service.

Until next time, may God continue to watch

over all of us during these uncertain times.

Gary R. Dheel, Pastor

Steven K. Hughes II, Reporter

LIGHTHOUSE (TRISTATE)

Greetings to all my fellow Free Will Baptists,

it is a pleasure to write this report and we are

praising God as always. 

The ladies’ auxiliary had a great time at our

ladies’ retreat at Agape. We had a good group go

with us and we had a great time in fellowship.

Tina Tolbert did a great job of leading us. This

was a new place we went to and they were very

welcoming. We were the first group they had

had in since the virus started.

In September we had our church picnic at

Sister Mona’s and Brother Joe’s. We had a great

time and the food was delicious as always. 

We had the honor having Bro. Edwin Hayes

preach in September and we gave him a plaque

to commemorate his upcoming retirement.

Debbie and Kyle Collins, members of our

church, were sent condolences and prayers in

the loss of Debbie’s mother. We will all miss

her. The ladies’ auxiliary served a meal to the

family after the service.

We were honored to have the TriState

Conference here in October. 

We had our harvest party last week and the

kids and adults had a great time. We had snacks,

finger sandwiches and meatballs. The kids had

a blast doing apple bobbing with chop sticks.

They could only use one chopstick.

Our church members have been great volun

teering to sanitize the church before every serv

ice, and Bro. Slim has been singing on our web

site. We have masks available for those who

want one or don’t have their own.

We have had people saved and people join our

church. God is Good.

Bobby Courtney, Pastor

Nancy Reiber, Reporter 

URBANA (CENTRAL OHIO)

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ. We pray

that everything is going well within your church

and everyone is  healthy. We are praying and

have faith that God will get us through this

tumultuous time. Our church has been having

regular meetings within the state guidelines. We

have had a dinner for pastor appreciation.

Edwin Hayes preached our revival. We also

enjoyed talented singers  at the revival.

We have been watching a  timely fourpart

program about the end times brought to us by

Jimmy Evans. We are also looking forward to

movie night featuring Christian movies and fel

lowship. We have many that are out with sick

ness  and those that have lost loved ones. Please

help us keep them wrapped in prayer. 

May the Lord bless and keep you.

Kenny Cordell, Pastor

Sue Parson, Reporter
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Hospital
Greetings from the 

Ohio Women Active for Christ

State Board.

OWAC News 
Our purse and dessert auction took place on

Saturday November 7 from 24 pm at Hillview

FWBC located at 9005 E Main St.

Reynoldsburg, OH 43068.  We did observe

Social distancing.  We had prepackaged snacks

and beverages at each table for each lady’s safe

ty.  All funds raised went towards our state proj

ect.

We had a goody bag and teeshirt for all young

ladies ages 1218 in attendance.  These young

ladies had the opportunity to take place in a

purse fashion show!  We drew a name for an

awesome gift basket to give away to one of the

young ladies in attendance.

We are very excited for this event!  This was

the only event, we’ve been able to have in 2020

due to Covid.

Your sister in Christ,

Donna Springer, OWAC Secretary

Donna_a_springer@uhc.com

Ohio Women Active for Christ

Update

Evangelist 
Mike Blanton

Available for services, revivals and
campmeetings!

(614) 871-2795 

Mike Blanton and Evidence
available to sing at your

church!
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Welch College Ranked in “A+ Schools for B

Students” for the First Time in U.S. News &

World Report’s Best Colleges Rankings 
Welch College received notification that the institution was

for the first time ranked among “A+ Schools for B Students,”

along with only two other schools in its category, “Regional

Colleges South”—High Point University and Ouachita Baptist

University. Sixteen other schools nationwide in the “Regional

Colleges” category received this designation. 

This year Welch ranked 18th among “Regional Colleges South” in U.S. News & World Report’s

2021 edition of America’s Best Colleges rankings, according to Welch president Matt Pinson. The

“Best Regional Colleges” category where Welch is ranked includes 350 institutions that focus on

undergraduate education and offer a range of degree programs in the traditional liberal arts as well

as in professional fields such as business, nursing, and education. Colleges in this category are

ranked within four geographic regions: North, South, Midwest, and West. 

U.S. News rankings offer opportunities to judge the relative quality of institutions based on widely

accepted indicators of excellence: peer assessment, graduation and retention rates, faculty

resources, student selectivity, financial resources, alumni giving, and more. 

“We are delighted about this high ranking in U.S. News and World Report’s Best Colleges, and

especially excited about the new ‘A+ Schools for B Students’ ranking,” Pinson said. “It shows our

quality to prospective students and their parents, as well as to alumni and supporters. It shows that

academic excellence can coexist with a strong commitment to Christian faith and life as the center

of the Welch College experience.”  

“The first time Welch appeared in this ranking, back in 2010, we ranked 54th,” Pinson mentioned.

“And even that was in the top half of all the Southern schools ranked in the Best Regional Colleges

category. So in eleven years we’ve gone from 54th to our ranking of 16th for 2021. To put this in

perspective, the next ten colleges in the list that Welch outranked had an average enrollment more

than five times our enrollment and an average endowment almost nine times our endowment.”

Welch received especially high marks in five strategic areas. Compared to the other 121 institutions

in the Regional Colleges South category, Welch ranked: 

#2 in studentfaculty ratio

#3 in students who were in the top 25% of their high school graduating class

#5 in the percentage of classes under 20 students

#5 in graduation rate

#8 in firstyear student retention rate

#8 in alumni giving rate

Welch Provost Matthew McAffee said, “We’re excited to see Welch College perform so strongly

in yet another U.S. News & World Report. We hope this measure will continue to show current and

future students that Welch is committed to quality and excellence as a Christian institution of high

er learning.”

More information is available about the rankings and methodology in the annual America’s Best

Colleges guidebook at: www.usnews.com/collegemeth. For more information about Welch, email

gotowelch@welch.edu or visit www.welch.edu. 

Leaders Announced for Newly Established Welch Divinity School
Welch President Matt Pinson announced Monday that the newly established Welch Divinity

School would be led by Welch Provost Dr. Matthew McAffee and Dr. Barry Raper, coordinator

of Ministry Programs at Welch. McAffee will serve as Dean of the Divinity School, while contin

uing his role as Provost of the College. Raper will serve as Program Coordinator for the M.Div.

degree program, while continuing to administer Welch’s other ministry programs.

Pinson said, “I’m excited about the leadership of Welch Divinity School. Matthew McAffee and

Barry Raper are just the sort of young scholarpastors we need as the face of this new initiative.”

Pinson went on to say, “We believe this new divinity school, under the leadership of McAffee and

Raper, will help us get more evangelistically minded pastorscholars out into the churches, who

understand how to stand for truth in an era of increasing secularization when the truths of

Christianity are no longer assumed. We also think this presents an opportunity to carve out a big

ger footprint in the evangelical community for our unique Reformed Arminian approach to theolo

gy.” 

“Welch has so much to offer to our denomination, and to those outside our denomination who have

gotten excited about the Reformed Arminian approach to theology centered in the Free Will Baptist

Church. The singular blend of the best of evangelical theological scholarship from this perspective

with a practical, evangelistic mindset that is sensitive to the missional uniqueness of our increas

ingly secularizing society in the West—that’s a winning combination. And, in addition to our Free

Will Baptist ministers, we’re hearing from more and more conservative Arminians who are inter

ested in what we have to offer. Drs. McAffee and Raper make a great combination to attract stu

dents to this program with its focus on vibrant ministry and solid scholarship.”

Pinson explained: “We need the sort of competence Dr. McAffee has brought to the Office of the

Provost. But we also need a face for the new divinity school that signals to our denomination and

to the entire evangelical community the sort of scholarship we will feature at the Divinity School.

The grant from the Kern Family Foundation provides funds for a new fulltime faculty member, a

new fulltime program coordinator/recruiter, and a new halftime assistant. This support will allow

Dr. McAffee to bring his unique gifts to the new Divinity School while maintaining his important

role as Chief Academic Officer of Welch College. It will also allow Dr. Raper to give leadership to

the M.Div. in addition to Welch’s other baccalaureate and master’s programs in ministry.”

McAffee, a native of Jacksontown, New Brunswick, Canada, has taught at Welch College for thir

teen years and has served as Provost for the last three years. Thought of as a leading younger schol

ar of the language, literature, and culture of the Old Testament, he has also been intimately involved

in pastoral ministry, having served several years in church ministry as well as seven years as cam

pus pastor at Welch College. A Welch graduate, he holds the M.Div. from Southern Baptist

Theological Seminary and the M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of Chicago. 

Penn State University Press recently published his book, Life and Mortality in Ugaritic: A Lexical

and Literary Study. B&H Academic is scheduled to publish an intermediate Hebrew grammar he is

writing with Dr. Chip Hardy of Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary. He has also jointly

authored Sexuality, Gender, and the Church (Welch College Press) and contributed a chapter to The

Promise of Arminian Theology: Essays in Honor of F. Leroy Forlines (Randall House Academic).

Cochairman of the Ancient Near Eastern Study Group of the Evangelical Theological Society,

McAffee has gained a reputation as a solid scholar through papers delivered at ETS, the Society of

Biblical Literature, and other venues, as well as articles published in journals such as the Journal of

Biblical Literature, the Journal for the Study of the Old Testament, the Journal of the Evangelical

Theological Society, the Journal of the American Oriental Society, the Bulletin for Biblical

Research, Integrity: A Journal of Christian Thought, UgaritForschungen, and the Southeastern

Journal of Theology.

Raper, a native of Red Bay, Alabama, and Professor of Ministry at Welch, has established a repu

tation as the leading ministry educator in the Free Will Baptist denomination as well as one of the

leading Free Will Baptist pastors in the midSouth. He has taught at Welch for the past fourteen

years. During his first nine years, he administered the Youth and Family Ministry program, which

he moved from a conventional youth ministry program to an intergenerational youthandfamily

program geared to combining evangelism with the cultivation of biblical truth in the context of a

secularizing culture. For the past five years, he has administered all ministry programs at Welch,

including the pastoral ministry program, with the assistance of Chris Talbot, Welch’s coordinator

of Youth and Family Ministry.

Raper has twenty years of ministry experience, the past eleven as Pastor of Bethel Free Will Baptist

Church in Chapmansboro, Tennessee. His academic emphasis has been spiritual formation in min

istry, with his dissertation focusing on Biblical meditation. A Welch graduate, he holds the M.Div.

and D.Min. from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He is author of several articles, has con

tributed a chapter to The Promise of Arminian Theology: Essays in Honor of F. Leroy Forlines
(Randall House Academic), and is a columnist for ONE Magazine.

In other action, the Board named Dr. Kevin L. Hester Senior Professor of Divinity and Special

Advisor to the Dean. Hester will continue as Dean of the School of Theology, thus administering

all undergraduate programs in theology as well as the M.A. degree in Theology and Ministry, which

will serve as a feeder to the M.Div. Hester will also continue serving on Welch’s Leadership Team

as Vice President for Institutional Effectiveness and will offer seasoned counsel to the new Divinity

School.

Hester, a native of Russellville, Alabama, has taught at Welch for 17 years, administering theolog

ical programs for eight years and serving as vice president for the past three. He has established

himself as a leader in the world of higher education accreditation, having been on numerous accred

iting visits and having served on the Commission on Accreditation of the Association for Biblical

Higher Education (ABHE) for many years, now as chairman of the Commission. An expert on the

church fathers, he is author of Eschatology and Pain in St. Gregory the Great: The Christological
Synthesis of Gregory's “Morals on the Book of Job” (Paternoster), is author of several articles as

well as a booklet on “Free Will Baptists and the Priesthood of All Believers,” and has contributed

a chapter to The Promise of Arminian Theology: Essays in Honor of F. Leroy Forlines (Randall

House Academic). He serves on the editorial board of ABHE’s Biblical Higher Education Journal.

“I hope our alumni and supporters will pray for these men as they lead in getting the Divinity

School started,” Pinson said. For more information on Welch Divinity School and the M.Div. pro

gram, please email Barry Raper at braper@welch.edu. 

Our mailing address is: Welch College, 1045 Bison Trail, Gallatin, TN 37066



Welch Receives Grant for B.A.toM.Div., 

Plans to Start Divinity School 

Welch College President Matt Pinson announced to faculty Monday that Welch had received a

grant of nearly $500,000 from the Kern Family Foundation to start a fiveyear B.A.toM.Div. pro

gram, and that the college’s Board of Trustees approved the program and voted to start a new school

of Welch College, Welch Divinity School, next year. This grant will allow Welch to begin offering

the Master of Divinity (M.Div.) degree in fall of 2021.

Pinson said, “The offering of an M.Div., the first one offered by a Free Will Baptist institution, and

the establishment of a divinity school attached to Welch College, is a dream come true for us. No

longer will Free Will Baptists have to go outside our denomination for their M.Div. We have hoped

and dreamt for an M.Div. program for many years, and many in our denomination have wanted us

to start one. Frankly, I didn’t imagine we’d be doing this so soon. Yet this grant gives us the won

derful opportunity to initiate the M.Div. now. I want to thank Mrs. Anna McAffee, our grants

administrator, for her diligent and creative work in helping us get this grant.”

Provost Matthew McAffee said, “We’re so thankful that we were approached about putting togeth

er a proposal to offer a fiveyear B.A.toM.Div. degree and then were awarded this grant. This also

opens up the possibility for graduates of other colleges to earn an M.Div. at Welch. There have been

so many requests from pastors and churches for a Free Will Baptist M.Div. program at Welch. With

this new program, it’s possible for students to begin at Welch and complete a B.A. and a regional

ly accredited M.Div. in five years—something that normally takes seven.”

“But people who already have a bachelor’s degree, even if it’s not in a theological field, are eligi

ble to study for and complete this M.Div.,” McAffee continued. “We’ve been hearing from more

and more people in our denomination who feel the need for further ministry education in our

increasingly secular society, and this grant allows us to meet this growing need.”

The Divinity School will be structured similarly to those of institutions such as Samford University,

which has a Department of Biblical and Religious Studies and also Beeson Divinity School, a grad

uate professional school that offers the M.Div. degree. Thus Welch’s existing School of Theology

will continue to offer the baccalaureate programs in theology and ministry as well as the M.A. in

Theology and Ministry, a hybrid degree that utilizes both online and oncampus delivery systems.

Welch Divinity School, which will house the M.Div. degree, will build on the upperlevel under

graduate coursework and the M.A. core provided by the School of Theology.

“We’re conceiving of the M.Div. program as a full oncampus program,” McAffee said. “The

upperlevel undergraduate coursework can be earned on campus by traditional collegeage students

or online by students age 23 or older. The core in the M.A. will be earned in a hybrid format through

both online work and oneweek, oncampus intensive sessions. The M.Div.only coursework will

be earned entirely on campus. Eventually, we hope donor funding will allow us to move the entire

ty of the coursework for this program on campus. Furthermore, we want to emphasize that the

M.Div. will be open to graduates of other colleges who want to earn an M.Div., as well as to under

graduate students who want to pursue the B.A.toM.Div. program.”

The Kern grant will provide funding for a new fulltime faculty member, a new fulltime adminis

trator/recruiter, and a halftime assistant. College officials hope to have administrative staff in place

by January 2021 to begin recruiting for the first incoming class in the Fall semester of 2021. Free

Will Baptists on the ordination track who begin the program as an undergraduate are eligible for

$10,000 per year in scholarships for the first eight semesters of the program.

Pinson said, “I ask the denomination and our alumni and supporters to pray for this new initiative

that will move the Free Will Baptist Church into an exciting new era of ministerial and theological

education.”

Details will be forthcoming. In the meantime, for more information, please contact Dr. Barry

Raper at braper@welch.edu. 

Welch Enrollment Decreases as a Result of COVID19 

After a 36year high enrollment last fall, Welch College enrollment statistics for the Fall semester

2020 showed an expected decline, according to Provost Matthew McAffee. Total enrollment sta

tistics indicate 356 students from 23 states, one territory, and four foreign countries, an 18 percent

decrease over last fall’s headcount. 

“The good news is that in one key area, the number of fulltime students, we’re down by only 6%,”

McAffee said. “Last fall the fulltime student enrollment was 233 compared to this year’s 219. Full

time students is a key indicator that colleges monitor closely. We’re thankful for these wonderful

students the Lord has brought us this year. Owing to COVID19, like many colleges, we were

braced for a much lower enrollment than we have. So we’re grateful that enrollment is as high as

it is.   The  Lord  continues  to bless  our  efforts in  equipping  leaders  for  Christ’s  kingdom

work.”

At press time the college reported 157 dormitory students, 59 commuter students, 23 graduate stu

dents, 20 Adult Studies students, 41 Online students, and 56 dual enrollment students. The fall’s

fulltime equivalency (FTE) is 254 students.

“An unusually high number of outoftown families changed their plans this year,” Daniel Webster,

Director of Enrollment Services, said. “It was either because of the ‘fear factor’ surrounding the

Coronavirus—just wanting to keep their children close to home—or because of the economic

impact of the virus on their families. This was the year we were expecting to have a 38year record

high in enrollment. But then COVID19 hit. Not only did it cause families to change their plans,

but it also hampered our ability to recruit last spring and summer.”

“We were surprised, though, that our traditional student enrollment (dorm and commuter students)

was down only around 10 percent,” Webster continued. “Just as some other colleges and universi

ties expected, local student enrollment held steady, while dorm student enrollment dropped by

about 14 percent. Our adult enrollment—in graduate, evening, and online programs—was hit hard,

as well as the number of high school students enrolled in dual enrollment courses. The total head

count in those programs decreased by 28 percent.”

This fall 63 new students enrolled in traditional oncampus programs at Welch—25 percent fewer

than last fall. A total of 85 new students joined the entire student body for the new school year,

including graduate, online, and adult studies enrollments—27 percent fewer than last fall. 

“We’re so thankful for the students God has blessed us with this year,” President Matt Pinson said.

“They’re eager to learn and are doing such a wonderful job coping with the strange conditions

necessitated by the Coronavirus. But they’re doing a great job abiding by our guidelines, and the

number of positive cases and quarantined students has been extremely low when compared to other

colleges and universities. While I’m pleasantly surprised that our enrollment is as high as it is, given

COVID19, I still appeal to our alumni and supporters to give to the COVID19 Relief Fund. We’re

having to award very large amounts of scholarships this year to make it possible for many of these

students to attend, and we’re projecting the largest yeartoyear downturn in tuition and gift income

in  the  college’s  history.    So  we  need  our  people  to  come   to  our aid  now   more   than

ever.”

“Still,” Pinson continued, “this vibrant student body is a reminder that God is bringing students to

Welch whose lives will be changed. We will equip them to fulfill the divine purpose to which God

has called them, so they can help bring life change to others through the power of the gospel and

its impact on individual lives and on our culture. This is the reason we’re here, and we keenly sense

God’s blessing, especially in these difficult times.”

For more information about Welch College, email recruit@welch.edu or visit the college’s website

at www.welch.edu.

Carlisle Hanna Inducted TICUA Hall of Fame 

Veteran Free Will Baptist missionary to India and humanitarian Carlisle Hanna (Welch College

Class of 1952) was recently inducted into the “TICUA Hall of Fame,” according to President Matt

Pinson.

“TICUA stands for the ‘Tennessee Independent Colleges and Universities Association’ and repre

sents the private accredited colleges and universities in the state,” Pinson said. “We’re so honored

that they have selected Welch alumnus Carlisle Hanna for their Hall of Fame.”

TICUA Executive Director Claude Presnell said, “Tennessee’s Independent Colleges and

Universities are home to some of our state’s most distinguished and impressive residents—from

Nobel  laureates and   Pulitzer  Prize winners to  faith leaders,  entrepreneurs,   and elected offi

cials.” 

“The Tennessee Independent Colleges and Universities Association (TICUA) created the TICUA

Hall of Fame to honor the distinguished alumni of its 35 member institutions while highlighting

their contributions to our state, nation, and world. The honorees exemplify the value of the liberal

arts education and how it can be used in a variety of career fields.”
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FELLOWSHIP TRACT
LEAGUE  

For all of your TRACT needs  

Call Rep. Tim Lapish at 
1-614-937-5746 

or 1-513-494-1075;

Available for pulpit supply
timJL52@yahoo.com
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Central Ohio
December 12 Franklin Conference 

Northern Ohio
November 21 Northern Ohio Conference

January 9 CuyahogaLorain Conference meeting at Mansfield FWB, Mark Bailey, Pastor

Southern Ohio
November 14 SouthCentral Conference meeting  at Puritan FWB, Jamie Fortner, PastorCANCELLED

November 14 Pine Creek Conference meeting at Turkey Creek FWB, David Sibole, PastorCANCELLED

November 21 Porter Association meeting at Madison FWB, Rodney Evans, Pastor

Coming EventsComing Events
For Ohio Free Will BaptistsFor Ohio Free Will Baptists

I love this time of year, when we stop and give time to

be thankful for our many blessings.  We Christians have

so much to be thankful for.  Especially here in America.  

I have found that it is easy to fall into the trap of being

ungrateful for what I have and to begin wishing for

things I do not have!  I call that the “The Poor Me” syn

drome.  That is a mistake to think that way. We of all

people should truly appreciate the great provision the

Lord has given us.

First of all, He has given the Gift of Love to us.  In this

world where true love is hard to find, we see that He

loved us long before we loved Him.  His love is unquench

able and everlasting.  It does not depend upon good circumstances or good treatment.  His love will stand against

all problems and difficulties that we will face in life.  It is wonderful to know that we are loved no matter what! 

Secondly, He has given the Gift of Salvation to us.  Most people in this world are still seeking satisfaction to

their empty hearts.  They are filled with guilt, fears and uncertainty.  They wonder what is going to happen to

them when they die.  But for the believer in Jesus those issues have been settled long ago.  We have been forgiven

of our sins, we have peace with God, we have a satisfaction the world cannot understand.  We know where we are

going when we die.  It is wonderful to be saved isn’t it?

Thirdly, He has given the Gift of Fellowship to us.  Fellowship is wonderful.  To feel accepted and kinship with the Lord is most gratifying.  We have been called into the fel
lowship of Jesus Christ, God’s Son.  We are related to Him and He is related to us.  He is sharing His great purpose with us and allowing us to serve Him.  We are now together

with Him and will be with Him for eternity.

He has also given us a fellowship with each other. I am so thankful for the family God has given me.  I do appreciate my wonderful wife Linda, our two lovely daughters, Julie

and Holly, our industrious sons in law, Glen and John and our precious grandchildren Keely and Johnny.  It is great for a family to enjoy the fellowship we do.  It is a joy to be

with them.

I am also thankful for the fellowship we have as Free Will Baptists.  God’s people are the greatest on earth.  It is a privilege to be associated with you.  I especially appreciate

the fellowship with the pastors across this state.  I have found them to be men who truly love the Lord and want to please Him. They have been most supportive to me.  It has

been a joy to travel the state and enjoy the fellowship of all the people in our churches.  There is no fellowship like the fellowship you can find in God’s House!

Lastly, He has given the Gift of  Material Blessings to us.  I know that we must be careful to not place so much importance on material things, but we do need to be reminded

that the Lord has provided our material blessings to us as well.  He has given us these things to help in us in life to serve Him.  In America, He has given us an abundance that

most of world knows nothing of.  We, of all people should be most grateful.  I praise Him for all the material blessings He has provided.

As we enter into this Thanksgiving season, may we all be good advertisements of God’s amazing grace.   Don’t fall into the “Poor Me” syndrome.  May we go forth with thank

ful hearts and proclaim the great God we serve and the marvelous provisions He has made for us.  You may be surprised by how it makes you and those around you feel.

Edwin Hayes

Happy Thanksgiving Everyone!

Grateful

for God’s

Gifts to Us



OHIO TOGETHER WAY RECEIPTSOHIO TOGETHER WAY RECEIPTS
September-October  2020September-October  2020
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The 2021 Ohio Men’s
Retreat will be 
CANCELLED!

We are sorry to announce that because of the Covid19 Pandemic we

will not be able to have the men’s retreat in 2021.  We will plan to

have the speakers, Dr. Eddie Moody and Pastor Jeff Jones at the

2022 retreat.

2020 Men’s Retreat

The dates for the 
2022 Ohio Men’s Retreat are 

January 20-22nd
Heartland Retreat Center

Marengo, Ohio

Pastor Jeff

Jones
Dr. Eddie

Moody


