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e as your Ohio State Missions

Board after months of prayer

and discussion presented

Travis and Missy McKenzie as our

missionary to Ashland, Ohio during our

June meeting.   Travis has a heart for

people and reaching the lost.  He feels

called of God to this task.  Travis’ pas

sion to follow God’s call was evident to

the mission board.   We ask that you

support our missionary as he fulfills

Acts 1:8.  

Pastor, you are the key that unlocks the

door to missions in your church.

Pastoral leadership is essential to a

church becoming a church with a heart

for missions.   Without the pastor’s

guidance and desire to reach a world

for Christ the church will probably not

have the world as it’s focus.  As pastors

we must take the Great Commission

seriously and incorporate that commis

sion into every fiber of our church

including our church services and our

church budget. Pastors will give an

account of our leadership regarding

missions to our Lord.  

When it comes to church there are var

ious differences of opinion on “how

church should look.”  There are differ

ent worship styles and different preach

ing styles just to name a couple.    And

of course, everyone has their opinion of

the right way to do church.  Even in the

midst of our differences there should be

one common denominator and that is

we should all have missions as our

focus.  One of the signs of a struggling

church is an inward focus.  Churches

should be focused on reaching a world

with the gospel of the Lord Jesus

Christ.

There is a plethora of excuses we use to

justify our lack of mission emphasis.

Some of those excuses include, “we

don’t have the big budgets like other

churches” or “we don’t like the way our

denominational missions program is

heading.”  These are just a couple of

excuses.  Do these excuses negate our

responsibility to fulfill the Great

Commission?   We are all flawed peo

ple.  There is no “perfect missionary or

preacher.”  God knew all of this when

He gave the Great Commission.  Paul

reminds us that we are nothing more

than “earthen vessels” and that He

chooses the weak things of the world to

confound the wise.  A missionary is

simply a vehicle God uses to get the

gospel to people.  And the good news is

we can be part in helping a missionary

fulfill God’s commission. 

Consider helping in the following

ways:

financial support 
Missionaries need monthly support to

survive.  Offerings they receive are cer

tainly a blessing but the monthly sup

port is essential.  Jesus tells us that

“where your treasure is there will your
heart be also” (Matthew 6.21).  Look

at your church budget and outside giv

ing and it will tell you if you are out

wardly focused and committed to the

Great Commission.  What percentage

of your budget do you give to mission

al support?  Why not set a minimum

amount and add to your budget for mis

sions giving.  Increase that amount by

1% each year.  God will bless your

finances and your church by being out

wardly focused.  Our own mission

church in Ashland is already giving to

Home and International missions and is

setting the example for all of us to fol

low.

prayer support
Missionaries need our prayer support.

They face challenges like any pastor

faces and need to know someone is

praying for them and their families.

You can get both home missions and

international missions prayer cards to

give to your church.  Every week why

not include in one of your services a

special prayer time for missionaries

then let them know you have prayed for

them.  

have missionaries reg
ularly in your church
The missionary presence means so

much as you see their hearts and see the

pictures of people whose lives have

been changed by the gospel!  Having a

missionary will go a long way in get

ting your church to rally behind mis

sions.  Why not have a missions con

ference or a missions month emphasis

where you focus on missions.  Or at

least have missionaries in throughout

the year.  These are just a few sugges

tions that might work for your ministry.

Keep the world before your people

through the eyes of a missionary. 

encourage 
missionaries
Every pastor and Christian worker

needs encouragement.  Even Paul need

ed encouragement and someone to

stand with him in his missionary

efforts.  God gave him Barnabas who

on numerous occasions stood with Paul

in the defense and the spreading of the

gospel.   Everybody needs a Barnabas

in their life, even missionaries!  From

time to time give them a phone call,

text message and even a gift card to let

them know they are appreciated.  

Travis has an enormous task in front of

him.  We as a mission board want to

provide him what he needs to accom

plish the task of the Great Commission.

We do not want to tie his hands but give

him the freedom to follow God in ways

to reach his Jerusalem for Christ.  We

recognize that methods change but the

mission to fulfill God’s call to reach the

world with the gospel is the same as it

always has been.   We also want to

come along side of him and help in any

way we can help.  We ask that Ohio

churches prayerfully consider support

ing the Great Commission in Ashland.

None of us can do everything but all of

us can do something to help. 

Mike Gladson
Ohio Mission Board Chairman
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The House of the Lord

Genesis 28:1017

Columbus First FWB Farewell Service, 

Saturday, December 10, 2016

Editor’s Note: The Columbus First Church, the church I
grew up in and pastored for 13 years has moved loca
tions after 53 years from Third Ave. in Columbus to
Jordan Road.  In our  farewell service this is the mes
sage I preached that evening.  I hope that this remembrance of our home church will give you a
greater appreciation for your local church and what it means to you.

Jacob had been a trickster all of his life.  Even at his birth, he grabbed his twin brother Esau’s

heel. He tricked Esau out of the birthright and with the help of his mother, stole the blessing from

him.  Esau was so angry that he threatened to kill him.  So Jacob was sent away by his parents to

go to his mother’s family.  One night on the way there in the wilderness at a place called Luz

about 12 miles north of Jerusalem, he laid down to sleep. His pillow was a stone.  He had a

dream of a ladder from heaven to earth with the Lord at the top of the stairway.  God came to him

that night and blessed him.  When it was over he realized what an awesome place this was.  He

called it the House of the Lord!Bethel. This is the place he first met with God! Later in Jacob’s

life he would bring his whole family back to this placeBethel. (Genesis 35)

God’s Presence gave Jacob that night in the House of the Lord:

*His Purpose –“in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” vs. 14b

*His Assurance he needed that calmed his fears“I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places
thou goest.” vs. 15a

*His Hope—“I will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee until I have done that
which I have spoken to thee of.” vs. 15b

This is exactly what God’s Presence in The House of the Lord has given to us here in this place!

Back in the 40’s the Columbus First Church began on Parsons Avenue.  They moved to Gibbard

Ave. In the 50’s it became a mother church to many of the churches here in Central Ohio.  In

1963 the church moved to 49 E. Third Ave. and enjoyed 53 years of ministry there. Over those

years  we saw victories, defeats, joys, the heartbreaks, gains, losses, growths and backsets.  But in

all of these, we can say that God has been faithful!

There have been many happenings at 49 E. Third Avenue over the years.  It has been a busy

place! Tonight, I would like for us to take the time to remember:

The PastorsC.W. Hayes, Bert Miller, Dave Al Hayes, James Arthur Hayes, Henry Litteral,
James Thacker, Edwin Hayes, Larry Sparks, Alan Barnes, Tim McKnight and Billy Parson.
The Deacons 21 who ministered here.

The Trustees who served here and the Teachers who taught the Word of God in this place. 

The Families who made up the congregation and brought their children up here and made it their

place of worship.

The Bus Ministry who provided a way for people to come who didn’t have a way.

The Vacation Bible Schools who presented Christ to the children in the neighborhood. 

The Camps we enjoyed and witnessed so many decisions and baptisms for Christ.

The Ladies Auxiliary who were busy doing projects to support the church or missions.

The Saturday Evening Services in the early days where many young preachers got their first

opportunity to speak.

The Ordination Services that laid hands on the young ministers.

The Workdays when we would come remodel, repair or give the church a special sprucing up.

The Communion and Feetwashing Services on the night before Easter that would take us back

to the Upper Room with Christ.

The Revivals where scores of people found Christ as their Savior and Christians were renewed.

The Prayers at this altar where we cried out to the Lord. 

The Offeringsthe regular faithful support of the church or special mission offerings.

The Weddings where countless couples pledged their love to each other at this altar.

The Funerals where we said good bye to our beloved saints who have gone on. 

The Caroling at Christmas time to our shutins.

The Christmas Plays when we would remember the great story of the birth of Jesus our Savior.

The Missionaries who have come and told us about the worldwide mission of Christ.

The Youth Ministry where our young people were trained and encouraged to live for the Lord. 

The Easter Services where we would celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus. 

The Thanksgiving Services where we would attempt to just thank the Lord for our blessings. 

The Songs that we have sung together. 

The Sermons from the Word of God that were the centerpiece of our worship.

The Salvations seen at this altar which reminds us that the work done here is eternal!

The Rededications where those who had grown cold were drawn back to

Christ.

The Baptisms where new believers followed the Lord’s steps as a disciple.

Truly this place has been “The House of the Lord” to us.

I don’t think that anyone today would be able to pinpoint the exact place that Jacob called “The
House of the Lord”, but we are even today enjoying the blessings that Jacob received there. For

many of us, God’s House has been here at 49 East Third Ave. But we know that the House of the

Lord today is not made of brick and mortar. When we leave this place tonight we will take many

memories that we have found precious. But we will also take with us what made it preciousthe

presence of the Lord! This is what makes the church different from any earthly organization.

With His presence, we will have His purpose, His assurance and His hope with us as Jacob did.

His work will go on in us!  What a privilege to be part of God’s eternal plan and to able to do

something for Him!  Thank the Lord for this place. But thank the Lord most of all for His eternal

purpose and presence!

Edwin Hayes
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OHIO STATE ASSOCIATION 

OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

7554 Slate Ridge Blvd. 

Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068

The Ambassador is committed to promoting the

cause of Jesus Christ and the Ohio State Association

of Free Will Baptists  by presenting articles,

announcements and pertinent news to inform our

member churches and constituents.

We reserve the right to edit or reject materials

submitted for publication in the Ambassador. The

views expressed are not necessarily the view of

the Ohio State Association of Free Will Baptists. 

The publication deadline is NOON as follows:

January 1st, March 1st, May 1st, July 1st,

September  1st  and  November  1st.    All  gifts

given  to   the Ambassador should be sent to the

above address.

January 15 Lockbourne FWB AM  Service, Leon Stevens, Pastor
January 22 South Columbus AM Service, Tim Stevens, Pastor
January 19-21 Ohio Men’s Retreat,  Heartland Retreat Center
January 29 Mt. Sterling AM Service, Densil Wright, Pastor
February 5 Wellston SS & AM Service, Don Kinkaid, Pastor
February 8-10 National Promotional Director’s Meeting
February 12 Frederick SS & AM Service, Rusty Larter, Pastor
February 19 Hilock Fellowship AM Service, Mike Back, Pastor
February 20-21 Tennessee All Boards Meeting
March 12 Shelby SS & AM Service, Matt Pond, Pastor
March 14 Ohio Board of  Directors Budget Committee
March 19 Old Kyger AM Service

Secretary’s Schedule

Together We Can

Continued on the

next column
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National Leadership Conference
2016 Leadership Conference Focuses on Young Leadership

One hundred fiftyfive pas

tors and church leaders

from 23 states and a

Canadian province gathered

December 56, at Nashville

Airport Marriott Hotel, for

the 2016 Free Will Baptist

Leadership Conference.

During the twoday confer

ence, speakers explored the

theme Developing Young

Leaders.

Three panel discussions

focused on the subject from a variety of perspectives. The opening panel featured five

veteran leaders: Carl Cheshier, former convention moderator and former president of

Randall University; Dr. Danny Dwyer, former pastor and professor at Southeastern

FWB College and Rekindle program coordinator; Jeff Jones, pastor at Hilltop FWB

Church (NC) and professor at Southeastern FWB College; Rob Morgan, teaching pas

tor at The Donelson Fellowship (TN) and noted author and speaker; and Dr. Melvin

Worthington, former executive secretary of the National Association and longtime

pastor.

A Tuesday morning

panel featured the

unique viewpoint of the

presidents of the four

Free Will Baptist

Colleges: Wendell

Walley, California

Christian College; Tim

Eaton, Randall

University; Jim

Marcum, Southeastern

FWB College; and Matt

Pinson, Welch College.

The final panel session

Tuesday evening high

lighted younger leaders in the denomination: Josh Baer, pastor of Cramerton FWB

Church (NC); Paul Bryant, pastor of Cross Creek FWB Church (MS) and member of

the Randall House board; Daniel Edwards, pastor of Faith FWB Church (IN) and

member of the NAFWB Executive Committee; Barry Raper, pastor of Bethel FWB

Church (TN) and pastoral ministry program coordinator at Welch College.

Between panels, featured speakers provided relevant, practical information regarding

the challenge of passing leadership to the next generation. Mike Wade, executive direc

tor of the Oklahoma State Association, presented strategies for training and mentoring

young pastors. Dr. Eddie Moody and Dr. Greg Ketteman focused on trends and shifts

in culture that have led to the need for the younger generation to step forward in leader

ship. Dr. Moody pastors Tippett’s Chapel FWB Church (NC) and is a member of the

board of trustees at Welch College. Dr. Ketteman is provost of Welch College.

“This is a conversation that needs to continue among Free Will Baptists,” Executive

Secretary Keith Burden noted. “Our future is bright, but we dare take nothing for

granted. Young leaders are the lifeblood of the denomination.”

In addition to keynote sessions and panels, attendees enjoyed music provided by Welch

College, including Rejoice Ensemble and The College Choir, directed by Dr. James

Stevens. They renewed friendships over banquetstyled meals and during free time. A

number of national boards met in conjunction with the conference, including the

Executive Committee, Board of Retirement, Free Will Baptist Foundation, Home

Missions, International Missions, Randall House, and Welch College.

“This has been an invigorating conference,” said Timothy York, church planter to

Buffalo, New York. “It was refreshing to hear leaders of the denomination grapple with

generational differences so together we might effectively reach our communities for

Christ.”

For information about the 2017 Leadership Conference, visit www.nafwb.org.

Regional Institute (Free)
Canaan Land Free Will Baptist Church

2777 Gantz Road

Grove City, Ohio 43123

EMail alton.loveless@prodigy.net

5733307728  (With attendance amount and preregistration of class)

March 27, 2017
6:30 Arrive and pick up coffee or drink and go straight to classroom

Ron Hunter Jr. is the executive director & CEO of Randall House the

publisher of D6 Curriculum, cofounder of and director of the D6

Conference. Ron has written over 50 articles for various magazines

and authored or coauthored three books, Toy Box Leadership, from

Thomas Nelson, Youth Ministry in the 21st Century – 5 Views, from

Baker Academic, and The DNA of D6: Building Blocks of

Generational Discipleship from Randall House. He graduated from

Welch College and earned his MPA from the University of Colorado.

He is a PhD candidate working on his dissertation in the Gary Cook

School of Leadership at Dallas Baptist University, where he is also an adjunct professor. 

Teens and Adults 

6:45 – 8:00 Family Ministry  the missing half plus 3 ways to correct it.

This session shows how our churches historically grew toward the division of church and home

and how we lost our teenagers when they became adults. It shows three steps to reclaiming the

church as a place to equip parents to coach their kids, teach kids and adults to defend their faith,

and put the other half back on the priority list of discipleship. 

8:15 – 9:30 Sticky Faith  Real Connections at Church and Home

Discipleship is a way of life and not just an event at church. We will walk through the entire

Bible (in 15 minutes) at what God intended and how His people got offtrack and then back on.

Then for the remainder of our time, we will work through how we can model God's intentions

and how certain practices and tools help make it easier. Teachers will find some real insight on

how their lesson can stickability through the whole week.  

Becci Catalfina has served in children’s ministry for over 30 years.

In that time, she has worked as a VBS director & teacher, junior

church teacher & AWANA Club assistant director.  She received her

bachelor’s degree from The Ohio State University in elementary edu

cation, grades 18.  She completed her master’s degree in curriculum

& instruction and earned a K12 gifted intervention specialist

endorsement from Ashland University.  Becci has been an educator

for over 24 years in the SouthWestern City School District.  She cur

rently serves as a classroom teacher & curriculum leader who pro

vides professional development for teachers within her building &

district.  God has given her a desire to continue her ministry by work

ing with those who want to grow in their service to the Lord through teaching young children.

Children's Ministry: Grades K8 6:45 – 8:00PM 

Creating Meaningful & Engaging Lessons for Children's Ministry: Grades K8

Course Description: Are you a new teacher, just entering the field of children’s ministry & want

help with how to plan engaging lessons?  Maybe you have been working in children’s ministry

for years & need a fresh perspective or “spark” to get you excited about teaching again.  If so,

this session is for you!  Join us as we take a look at how to plan simple & engaging lessons that

help kids connect Bible truths to their daily lives.  Specific ideas, activities & resources will be

shared for each step of the lesson planning process that anyone can use as they plan lessons for

young children.  

8:15 – 9:30   Course (Repeated from First Session)

Creating Meaningful & Engaging Lessons for Children's Ministry: Grades K8

Bring pad and pen and a willingness to learn

FWB College Presidents, Matt Pinson, Wendell Walley,

Tim Eaton and Jim Marcum have panel discussion

Welch College Choir

Visit us on the web

www.OhioFWB.org
or 

our Facebook Page



FAITH (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings from Faith. God is still blessing.

“Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen
your heart, all ye that hope in the Lord.”

Psalms 31:24

On Nov. 11th the young people enjoyed a trip

to ChuckeCheese with their leaders, Bro. and

Sis. Rhodes.

The church recognized our deacons on Nov.

13th with certificates of appreciation for

Brothers Troy Bryant and Victor Rhodes. They

are a blessing to our church.

The week of Nov. 14th, Sis. Marilyn Hassink

took the items to the City Mission that were col

lected by the church for the needy. The church

also gave out 10 gift cards for others to enjoy

their holiday. Thanks to the Lord.

Bro. Dale Channell preached a very good

message on Nov. 23rd, “Give Praise to the
Lord” from Psalm 135.

On Dec. 2nd the young people and some adults

went on outing at Christmas Scene, Journey to

Bethlehem.

On Dec. 10th we had our Christmas dinner

with good food and fellowship. We had our can

dle light service on Dec. 23rd and our regular

services on Dec. 25th.

Lester McMahan, Pastor

Geraldine McMahan, Reporter

PETREA 

Greetings from Petrea FWB Church.

Fall has come and gone. We sure had beautiful

colors of leaves this year.  Only God can change

and make all the leaves.

We had a Thanksgiving dinner in our fellow

ship building.  We had a wonderful time with

our brothers and sisters in Christ.

With Christmas time over, we would like to

thank God for His blessing throughout this year.

Jesus was truly the reason for this celebration.

As always, He provides His people with bless

ings too numerous to count.  We may be small

in number, but we do love the Lord and He

makes His presence known.  We are thankful for

our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

We are also thankful for the two young girls

that have been coming for Sunday School and

church.  Just keep all the children in your

prayers.

Our pastor has been teaching in Revelation.

Our sister Jackie Wyatt has stepped down in

her duties in the church.  She is a blessing to us.

We are very grateful for her dedication and the

love she shared for Christ.

Please pray for me that I can be what God

wants me to be and always be in His will, and

let God’s light through.

Just keep the faith in God and know that all

things are possible through Jesus Christ.

Until next time may God be with you all. 

Arthur Robinson, Pastor

Margie Robinson, Reporter

HERITAGE (CAPITAL CITY)

Happy New Year from Heritage!  We have

enjoyed a wonderful Christmas season at our

Church.

Our Thanksgiving was very special!  Once

again we were able to host a community

Thanksgiving Service.  Area churches came

together and worshiped together.  It was great to

see the churches praise and worship the one true

God.

December was full of activities.  We had our

Christmas Candlelight Service and what a beau

tiful service it was!  Also this year, for the first

time we had a Live Nativity!  What a joy to

have Christmas fall on a Sunday this year and

be able to attend a worship service on the day

we celebrate our Saviour’s birth!

Our recent signups for Upward Basketball &

Cheerleading were a huge success!  It’s not too

late to sign up!  Please contact church office for

more details.

As we look forward to the New Year we are

excited about what God has in store for us! It is

our goal to be the church God ordained for us to

be!

We have recently changed our Sunday evening

service time to 5:00pm.  We’ve added some new

classes and have something for the entire fami

ly.  We have Bible Study each Wednesday at

11am & 7pm and Awana and Teen Class at

6:30pm.  Everyone welcome! Keep praying and

working for souls to be added to the kingdom of

God!

Tim W. Stout, Pastor

Stephanie Wolfe, Reporter

SPRINGFIELD FIRST (FRANKLIN)

“Finally brethren, whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things

are of good report,  if there be any virtue and if
there be any praise, think on these things.” 

Philippians 4:8

Hello all! A group of women attended the

OWAC retreat and the verse above is what the

weekend was all about! Using our words for

good and to encourage others! We truly had a

great time fellowshipping with our sisters far

and wide.

We have some praiseworthy news from

September 18th, two people were saved and one

rededicated her life to Jesus! These were all

answered prayers. 

On Sunday, Oct. 30th, three people got bap

tized! One who got saved on September 18th

and her two sisters joined her in getting bap

tized! Praise God! The youth has a busy winter

and start of the new year planned with many

outings. Please pray for them and their

growth/walk with God! 

Christmas has come and gone and a New Year

is upon us! Let us keep God in everything we do

in 2017.

Lots of great things happening I just pray for

guidance, happiness and abundant blessing to

all!

Mark Rucker, Pastor

Sarah LaFollette, Reporter

REDEEMER (CENTRAL OHIO)

Happy New Year from Redeemer!  We have

ended our year with another new member. We

are pleased to welcome Barbara Rife to our

Redeemer family.

We held two candlelight services on Christmas

Eve.  The first was held at a local assisted living

community followed by ours at Redeemer.  We

had a great time at both, singing carols, reading

the Christmas story and enjoying the fellowship

and Happy Birthday, Jesus cake!

The Children’s March for Change raised

$650.00 for Samaritan’s Purse.  With the money

raised, the children chose to purchase 240

chickens, five goats, and 120 Gospel booklets.

What a great program this has been.  It’s never

too early to learn just exactly what impact we

can make in the lives of others by giving.

Plans are underway for Redeemer to partici

pate in a summer lunch program for children of

the community.  The church will be open three

days a week for children to come for lunch and

do a craft or read with volunteers.  We are look

ing forward to this new outreach program.

If you’re ever in the neighborhood, please stop

by!  We are always ready to meet new friends

and hug old ones.  

Donald Hix, Pastor

Nena Dillon, Reporter

WELLINGTON (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Happy New Year from Wellington FWB. 

We have had a most joyous Christmas at our

church as a nice group of believers came to the

candlelight service on the eve.  Everyone had an

opportunity to say how God has worked in their

lives over the past year as the flame was passed

to all. So many words of thanksgiving for all the

Lord does in our lives.  The youth presented the

history behind the symbolism of the candy

cane—the shape, colors, flavor all bear a refer

ence to Jesus Christ.  Communion was cele

brated at the service.  Christmas morning at 11,

the church held service as well.  

Bro. Harry Bickerton turned 98 Nov. 13th

Bless him LORD! The ‘Teensgiving’ held the

Sunday after Thanksgiving was a real success.

Thanks to the youth and Sister Charissa Isaacs’

direction.  Rev. Ed Kennedy Sr. was the guest

of honor. The youth graciously served a most

delicious dinner, prepared by their hands, to a

group nearing 110.  We were treated to Bro.

Kennedy’s recitation of “The Bible says it, I
believe it, that’s good enough for me,” which he

did with his daughter, Kim Stevens, who

accompanied on the piano. Please pray for the

family and friends of Rev. Ed Kennedy Sr. who

has passed from this life into eternity with our

Lord.  He will be dearly missed. 

The Sunday sermons of the past two months

have shed light on false doctrines including:

prosperity, controversies surrounding transla

tion, universalism, ‘easybelievism,’ and misun

derstandings about eternal security.  These have

been livecast on Facebook and can be accessed

through the internet, on the Wellington FWB

Facebook page.  

We thank God for all of you and ask you to

remember our church in the coming year, the

young and the old, the sick and the well, for

growth and help in reaching out with the Word

of God to Wellington.

Jeff Isaacs, Pastor 

Margaret DeWitt, Reporter
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Bethlehem Without Pastor

Blackfork Without Pastor

Deforrest Road Without Pastor

Eifort                           Without Pastor

Fleming Avenue Without Pastor

Neville Without Pastor

Old Kyger Without Pastor

Pleasant Hill Without Pastor

Summit Station Rick Baker Resigns

Zion #3 Without Pastor

Pastor
Changes

Church
News

Travis McKenzie
Ohio Missionary to Ashland, Ohio

God has blessed us with more than we could ever begin to thank

Him for!  This past month we passed the 95% mark of being fully

funded and we are greatly anticipating to be 100% funded in the

very near future.  We just want to thank everyone who has been

praying for us and supporting our ministry.  We know that apart

from the Lord’s direction and your desire to partner with us in see

ing a Free Will Baptist church established in Ashland, Ohio we would not be where we are

today!  We would ask that you continue to pray for our ministry as we begin transitioning from a

busy itinerary schedule toward having regular services.

Our church is called “Compassion” and we wanted to show the folks in Ashland that

“Compassion” is not merely our name, but it is also the motivation that causes us to reach out to

those around us! In fact we’ve adopted the following definition for “compassion” ~ love that is

compelled to act in mercy and grace.

This is why in early December we were honored to feed our local firefighters over a period of

three days (One day for each shift). They were extremely grateful for the appreciation showed to

them, but what they didn’t realize is that WE were the ones who were honored to serve them!

We were especially honored to have Miss Dorothy Copus from the Peace FWB Church in

Morristown, Tennessee join us one evening while we were at the fire Station.  Miss Dorothy was

in town visiting family! We had never met Miss Dorothy before, but she texted me one after

noon and asked where our church was meeting for services.  I responded that we didn’t have a

meeting location at that time, but we were feeding the firemen that evening.  She quickly

responded that she would love to join us.  It’s encouraging to know that God has His servants

placed all over this great nation!

In 2016 God did some amazing things in our ministry.  He moved in ways that could not be

explained with any other reasoning other than “that was a Godthing”.  This is why we are very

excited as we begin to look at what God has in store for the Compassion Church in the year

ahead.  If the Lord delays His coming, our sincere desire is that when 2017 comes to a close we

will be able to report that there have been many who have trusted Christ through the ministry of

Compassion church in Ashland, Ohio.

Our prayer for 2017 is that God will bless all those who seek to honor His name in whatever

capacity He has placed them to serve Him.  May the Lord richly bless you and your family as

you honor Him before a lost and dying world.  Happy New Year!  

In Christ’s service, Travis McKenzie



Rev. Harold

Owens, 72, of

Mansfield, went to be

with his Lord and

Savior on November

18th. Harold was born

on March 25, 1944, in

Carter Co., Kentucky,

to Art and Tina

(Stone) Owens.

Harold enjoyed

preaching and was the

assistant pastor and a member of Dean Road

FWB Church. He enjoyed playing guitar and

singing and spending time outside with his fam

ily and friends. He worked at Voisard for 35

years where he retired.

Sister Mary Ellen Pitts, 88, passed away on

December 19th. She was born on October 8,

1928. She was preceded in death by her parents

Mason and Ollie Lemaster, husbands Paul

Rowland and Rev. Bill Pitts, son Tom Rowland,

daughterinlaw Gerdie Rowland, siblings

Walter Lemaster, Matthew Lemaster, James

Lemaster, Robert Lemaster, Delano Lemaster,

Edith Jean Daniels, sistersinlaw Pauline, Sue,

Dorothy, Mary and Becky Lemaster. Surviving

family includes children, Diana (Dale) Acree,

Patrice (Thomas) Driscoll; brother, Richard

Lemaster; sister, Carol (Russell) Booth; grand

children, Tracy (Jim) Locke, Gregory Rowland,

Paul Allen (Paula) Rowland, Lori (Jeremy)

Wycuff, Melissa (Luke) Wonorski, Jeff

(Annamaria) Acree; 11 greatgrandchildren;

seven greatgreat grandchildren; brotherinlaw,

Johnny Daniels; and several nieces and

nephews. 

A funeral service was held December 23rd at

the Canaan Land Church.

Sister Margaret Ellen Withrow, 87, of

Marysville died November 24th in Heartland of

Marysville. She was preceeded in death by her

husband, Rev. James Withrow from the

Woodstock FWB Church. 

Graveside services were held November 27th

in the Maple Grove Cemetery.

Bro. Charles Arnold Leesburg, 89, of

Wheelersburg, passed away Dec. 1st at home

with his loving wife LaVonda by his side. He

was born in Wheelersburg July 28, 1927 and

was the son of William and Pearl Leesburg. He

was a graduate of Portsmouth East High School,

class of 1945 and enlisted in the Navy right

after graduation to join his three older brothers

who were serving in the military during World

War II. He was stationed on the USS Shangri La

as a Seaman Second Class for a period of two

years. After leaving the service he returned

home and found the love of his life, the former

LaVonda Bailey and they were married on April

15, 1949. He was a faithful lifelong member of

Union FWB Church and was known far and

wide as a Christian singer with a beautiful bass

voice and sang for years with The Leesburg

Family and The Union Quartet. He was known

for his friendly, humorous personality and he

never met a stranger. If you crossed his path you

were sure to have heard the song "Bottled

Water" or one of his many poems. 

He is survived by his wife of 67 years,

LaVonda Bailey Leesburg; two daughters,

Debbie Ward (Dan) and Sheri Noel (Scott) and

one son, Dan Leesburg, (Kathy); grandchildren,

Josh Leesburg (Jessie), Jared Ward (Andrea),

Elise Noel Knight (Mitchell), Hilary Noel

Morrison (Seth) and Hannah Noel; five great

grandchildren, Mia, Paige, Addy, Autumn and

Riley and one brother, Glenn Leesburg

(Juanita). He was preceded in death by one

grandson, Justin Ward and three brothers,

Albert, William and Donald.

His services were held Dec. 5th at Union FWB

with Pastor Chris Oiler officiating. 

Bro. James

Nichols Jr. 69 of

Springfield, went

home to be with the

Lord Dec. 7th in his

residence surround

ed by his loving fam

ily. He was born

February 3, 1947 in

Springfield, the son

of James and Anna (Foulke) Nichols, Sr. Mr.

Nichols was a member of Beatty FWB Church

since 2006 and had been employed at Bullock

Garages for 18 years in the maintenance depart

ment. He enjoyed fishing, hunting, trapping, the

Corn Festival, John Wayne movies, Farmville, a

good card game, playing softball with the Hox

Nix team, and spending time with family and

friends. He is survived by his loving wife;

Deborah J. (Avis) Nichols whom he married

February 21, 2002 but have celebrated 31 years

together, his mother; Anna Nichols, children;

Tammy A. NicholsMundy and Terrisue J. (Lee)

NicholsMalone, step children; Daniel L.

(Elizabeth) McFarland Jr., Melissa M.

McFarland (Tim Estep), Angie M. (Derek)

BurnhamKibbe, and Christopher A. (Brook)

Burnham, many grandchildren and great grand

children including special granddaughter;

Courtney Oda, brothers and sisters; Steve

(Mary) Nichols, William "Bill" (Debbie)

Nichols, Sandy (Jim) Paul, Ray (Chris) Nichols,

and Mike (Sandy) Nichols. He was preceded in

death by his father. 

Funeral services were held Dec. 13th at Beatty

FWB Church with Pastor Steve Wallace offici

ating.

Rev. John Andrew

Daniels, age 88,

passed away peaceful

ly at home with his

daughters by his bed

side December 10th.

John was born

September 20, 1928 to

his parents, the late

John H. and Roseanna

Daniels in Patrick, KY. He followed the call to

minister for over 67 years. Retired from White

Westinghouse Corp. A member of The

Mechanicsburg FWB Church. Bro. John also

was the Assistant Pastor at Brice Road FWB,

Pickerington FWB and Lockbourne FWB. He

also pastored at Lockbourne.  Preceded in death

by his wife of 54 years Louise Daniels, brother

Elon Daniels and sister Maxine Daniels Slone.

Survived by his devoted daughters, Sharon

Daniels and Brenda Daniels Barnette; many

other family members, church family and dear

friends. 

Services were held Dec. 12th with Rev. Jesse

Walters officiating. 

Bro. Fred L. Cartmell, 75, of Reynoldsburg,

a member of the Summit Station Church passed

away Dec. 21st. at Mt. Carmel West Hospital.

He was preceded in death by parents, Aden and

Zola Cartmell. He is survived by his loving wife

Thema, daughter Robyn, two grandchildren,

five brothers, two sisters and family. Bro. Fred

also was a handyman and helped out at the Ohio

State Association Office.

His service was held on Dec. 27th with Edwin

Hayes officiating. 

Rev. Eddie E. Kennedy

Sr., 68, of New London,

died Dec. 27, at home sur

rounded by his family.

Born in Matewan WV, he

was the son of the late

Carl and Mary Agnes (nee

Jessie) Kennedy. As a boy

his family moved to

Florida and later back to

WV and then to Cleveland, where he spent the

bulk of his childhood and graduated from Max

Hayes High School. Eddie worked for Ford

Motor Company for many years, retiring in

1998. Ordained as a minister in 1976, he served

in several churches including the Island Road

FWB Church, the Stoney Ridge FWB Church

and the Wellington FWB Church. Eddie was an

active member of the CuyahogaLorain

Conference and was currently on the executive

board. Apart from his passion for serving the

Lord, he enjoyed old cars and would spend

hours tinkering away on them in his garage or

going to shows to look at the hard work of oth

ers. 

Survivors include his loving wife of nearly 50

years Gloria (nee Frye) Kennedy; children

Kimberley (Scott) Stevens, and Shelia (Bill)

Biljes, both of Columbia Station, Eddie

(Melissa) Kennedy, Jr., of Sullivan, and Joseph

(Marsha) Kennedy, of Oakland, MD; 12 grand

children; and 1 great grandchild; brothers

Stewart Douglas Kennedy, of North Ridgeville,

and Carl Rickey Kennedy, of Elyria; and his

cousin Albie Jessie. 

His services were held Dec. 31st at the

Wellington Church with Pastor Jeff Issacs offi

ciating.

Rev. David  Squire

Adkins, Sr. age 84, of

Dundee, Ohio went

home to be with the

Lord, October 15, 2016

at his home surrounded

by his family, following

an extended illness.

David was born August

12, 1932 in Midkiff, WV and was the son of

Linsy and Hattie (Tooley) Adkins. 

On August 21, 1952 he married Isabelle

Coburn and she preceded him in death on May

4, 2010.

David worked 40 years at Republic Steel in

Massillon, Ohio and was a preacher from 1962

to present. He was a member of United Free

Will Baptist Church in Massillon, Ohio where

he was a previous pastor. David was a veteran

of the Korean War, serving in the US Army. He

enjoyed hunting, fishing and joking around with

his grandkids. He loved to sing more than he

loved to eat and he always helped anyone in

need.Surviving are children, Helen (Harry)

Holderbaum of Dundee, Carol Sayre (Larry

Shrewsbury) of Millersburg, David (Debra)

Adkins Jr. of Dundee and God Son, Jeff (Beth)

McCarty of Dundee; soninlaw, Cleveland

Williamson of Dundee; 13 grandchildren, one

great great grandson; siblings, Edward Adkins

and Cletis (Sue) Adkins; and brotherinlaw,

Manderville (Mary) Coburn.

He was preceded in death by his parents; wife,

Isabelle Adkins; daughter, Crystal Williamson;

soninlaw, Justin St. John Sr.; soninlaw,

Clifford Sayre; and 9 siblings.

Funeral services were held Oct. 19th in

Millersburg with Pastors Woody Hager and

Randall Keffer officiating.

Longtime deacon Gene Oyer from the

Dailyville Church passed away in December.

CLEVELAND (CUYAHOGA LORAIN)

“For all have sinned and come short of the
glory of God.” Romans 3:23

We truly hope everyone has had a wonderful

Christmas and a Happy New Year. May God

bless everyone in the upcoming year.

We welcomed two new members into our con

gregation, Sisters Alene Bragg and Billie Hurt,

on Nov. 27th. Please pray that God will allow

our church to continue to grow. 

Please continue to pray for our pastor and all

others in our congregation who are in need of

prayers.

Robert L. Prichard, Pastor

Kimberly R. Young, Reporter
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Condolences Evangelist 
Mike Blanton

Available for services, revivals and
campmeetings!

(614) 871-2795 

Mike Blanton and Evidence
available to sing at your church!



BUCYRUS (NORTHERN OHIO)

Greetings from the Bucyrus FWB Church

family.  We have been truly blessed to see sev

eral precious souls use the altar these last cou

ple of months. God is still changing hearts that

will pray. Winter has arrived too quickly. With

God’s help we will have lots of the Son’s shine.

A special thanks to the ministers:  Pastor Lyle

Arnett, Justin Feight, Brian Amburgey and

Lewis Copley.  We are thankful for all our min

isters and visiting ministers: George Lore, Paul

Parsons, Randy Nichols and  Rick Pelfrey.

They preach God’s word and compel people to

come and be born again.

We had our Christmas play on Christmas day.

It was a beautiful play about the birth of Christ.

Thanks to everyone that worked so hard to

make it possible. We were pleased to see so

many in attendance on Christmas day. 

Until next time keep us all in your prayers.

Lyle Arnett, Pastor

Phyllis Morgan, Reporter

HILLSBORO (CORNERSTONE)

Christmas is over hope you all had a blessed

time with family friends, and in the Lord. Thank

God Christmas doesn't stop with a day. We have

had a good year at our church this year. We have

had families take membership and the Lord has

added to our church and we are expecting it to

go right on through 2017. We have lost some

faithful Christians this year but God has given

back. We did 467 shoeboxes for operation

Christmas child this year. We have our packing

party on Thursday and on Sunday morning after

church we make an assembly line through the

church and pass them down the line and pack

the trucks, then we take them to the drop off

point. It is truly a blessing. Now we start over in

February we have our Sweethearts banquet and

then in April will be Easter and there it goes

again. I don't know about you but my way of

thinking is that the Lord may come back by

then. Woo hoo something new for the new year!

Praise the Lord, I'm ready how about you? Pray

for us as we pray for you. God bless!

Richard Burns, Pastor 

Victoria Johnson White, Reporter

LOCKBOURNE (TRINITY)

Greetings from Lockbourne FWB.  Our recent

revival was a very uplifting and inspiring time

for the church.  We felt the visitation of the Holy

Spirit as brother Corey Carrol preached each

night and as special guest singers ministered in

song.  We want to continue in that same spirit as

we go out into the world sharing God’s love.

The ladies fellowship partnered with Franklin

County Children Services to provide Christmas

gifts to children in our community who are

experiencing difficult home situations.  We are

happy to report that 50 beautiful gifts were pro

vided by people in the congregation and these

gifts brightened the lives of children who need

a little encouragement.  We consider it an honor

to reach out to these children and pray that God

will intervene and keep His hand on them.

We had a wonderful Christmas program this

year with beautiful music provided by both

adults and children.  We were moved by the

sight of the children dressed as Mary and

Joseph, shepherds, angels, and wisemen depict

ing that night so long ago when Jesus our Savior

was born.  Everyone did a wonderful job and we

could feel the Spirit of the Lord in the room. We

pray those who attended the program and do not

know the Lord will come to know Him and His

saving grace.  We shared a wonderful time of

fellowship and food after the program.  

What a beautiful way to end 2016, celebrating

the birth of our blessed Savior with our church

family.  Our prayer is that 2017 will be a fruit

ful year with souls coming to know Him.

Leon Stevens, Pastor

Janelle Sagraves, Reporter

OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 6

The following singers and
singing groups are available to
come and sing in your church
for revivals or special services.

Baldwin Family Bluegrass Singers, Rosedale,  Call Chuck Baldwin  (937) 926-
3177    Baldwin777@roadrunner.com
Bobby Siders, Columbus, (Southern Gospel) (614) 778-9250
Born Again Gospel Singers, Harry or Irene Litton (740) 927-5319 
Cross Pointe Trio, Lancaster, Call Bill Pitts (740) 438-7750
wpitts@columbus.rr.com www.crosspointetrio.com
David Giddens, Marysville, (937) 642-2121   jgiddens@urec.net
Day 3, Scott & Sheri Noel (740) 574-6635  sdnoel07@yahoo.com
Enabling Grace, Woodstock, (Country and Bluegrass Gospel) (937) 717-8783
Faith Gospel & Contemporary Christian Music, Sidney, Call Pam Moorman
(937) 492-1059  ladypam@bright.net
Faith in Action, Marion, Call Marjorie Abrams at (740) 383-5405 or Pleasant
Hill FWB, (740) 363-5295  Attention: Marjorie Abrams or Bob Chaffin or email
songlady_99@yahoo.com
God's Ambassadors, Gahanna,  Call Judy Spires (614) 475-4689
Gospel Ambassadors, Rittman, Call Greg Marcum (330) 927-9057 
Ethan Hutchinson, Somerset, (740) 892-4001 
www.ethanhutchinsonofficial.com/fr_home.cfm
Jerry Branscomb, Chillicothe, (740) 637-1228
Just Forgiven Singing Ministries, Dayton, (Southern Gospel) (937) 280-3840 or
(614) 309-2512
Headed Home-Singing For The Lord, Oak Hill, Call Jim Evans (740) 682-6109
or Robert Gamble (740) 682-0042
Lord Willing, Wellston, (740) 418-9992, lovdaisynewf@gmail.com
Mike Blanton & Evidence, Grove City, (614) 871-2795
Mike Kisling, Hillsboro, (937) 393-2084
Nina Nash, Leesburg, (Southern Gospel Sound Tracks)(937) 780-6865
gnash2@cinci.rr.com
Ounce of  Hope, Delaware, (Southern Gospel) (740) 363-4576
Paul James Sound, Columbus, (614) 668-8916  paul@pauljamessound.com
Website: www..pauljamessound.com
Ruth Hammond, Grove City, (614) 440-0694  ruthandkevin77@gmail.com
Rob Goodman, Newark, (740) 345-3233
Rowena and George Walker, Dayton, (937) 258-8317
Searching Lights, Galloway,  (614) 878-6784
Stacy Edwards, Hilliard, (614) 604-4126, (614) 319-4399
stacy@stacyedwards.com Website:  www.stacyedwards.com
Steve Russell, Marengo, (740) 972-6729  steverussell@muscian.net
Steve Fyffe, Xenia, (937) 347-7266  stv4314@aol.com
Sword Family, Middleburg Heights, (440) 747-7436.
Terry Collins & Victory, Hillsboro,  (937) 840-9808
The Castle/Maxwell Project, Grove City, Call Dan Castle 614/746-4982 or
email castle.maxwell.project@gmail.com
The Blankenship Family, Mount Sterling, (740) 869-2423 
The Family of  God, Logan, Call Steve E. Gross (740) 603-1583
The Hambys, Dublin, (Southern Gospel) (614) 873-1215
The Spiritual Echoes, Circleville, Call Rick Moore  (614) 595- 9776 or Delores
Moore (614) 491-9502
Violet Maynard, Columbus, (614) 759-7486  violet@violetmaynard.com
Undivided, Grove City, Call Mike or Sheri France (614) 352-3368
Undivided96@aol.com

If  you would like your group to be included, please send me your group
name, what local FWB Church you are a member of, your address, and

phone number.  I will add you the list in the next issue of  the Ambassador. 
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Happy New Year, from OYC! We are

looking forward to finding out what

the Lord has in store for Ohio Youth

in 2017.  Here are some dates to keep

in mind for this year:

February 7 – Ohio Youth Sunday

We ask all Ohio churches to make this a

Sunday focused on youth, however you

choose to do so.  We want to show youth

that there is a job for them in the work

of the Lord now, and that they are a vital

part of HIS church.

March 24 –OYC Competitions Entry Deadline – Please have your com

petition entry forms postmarked or emailed by this date to make sure we have

time to process everything and get back to you with any questions. Please send

your entries to: Deanna Price 2720 Dogwood Ridge Road Wheelersburg,

Ohio 45694 Email: dprice@stanbender.com

April 8 – OYC Competitions – Heritage FWBC – Registration begins at

9:00 am. Competition begins at 10:00 am. OYC will once again provide lunch. 

June 1 – OYC Scholarship Applications due – Applications and more

details will be made available later this year. Remember, Ohio youth that par

ticipated in OYC Competition in age category D and are, or will be, attending

any Free Will Baptist college are eligible to apply. Winners will be announced

at the State Meeting in June.

June 23 – OYC Friday Evening Youth Services and activities –
Heritage FWBC. 

July 1619 – National Association of Free Will

Baptists – Louisville, Kentucky. The 2017 Theme is “be

bold”.



SCIOTODALE (PINE CREEK)

Winter is upon us and it is a season to be

enjoyed as any other in life.  Though the world

may seem bleak and gray outside, we have the

love of Jesus to warm our hearts and home!

First of all, we want to say what a privilege it

was to have Rev. Edwin Hayes preaching at

Sciotodale on Nov. 13th  after the Pine Creek

Conference Revival at Bloom FWB. His mes

sages are always a blessing! We ended Nov.

with our Mission North America Offering. 

December was a very busy month and it start

ed off with an Adult Christmas Dinner on

Dec.10th. We enjoyed a catered meal, games,

and we sang Christmas carols.  It was a great

time of fellowship and fun.

Dec. 17th we had our community presentation

of our Christmas musical, “Shepherds & Kings”

and our Church presentation in our Sunday

evening service on Dec. 18th.  Everyone that

participated did an outstanding job and it

touched everyone’s heart. We  enjoyed our

Children’s Christmas Program that was present

ed in the Sunday am service Dec. 18th.

One of the favorite things the youth do togeth

er is go Christmas caroling. On Nov. 21st they

ministered to the sick and shutins with music

and they also delivered fruit baskets. They

enjoyed cookies and hot chocolate at the church

when finished. I am sure this got them in the

Christmas Spirit!

On Dec. 24th we celebrated the marriage of

Pastor Aaron’s daughter, Abbey Reed to Joshua

Blevins. Congratulations to the newlyweds.

May they have a happy life together that is

blessed with the  kind of love in I Cor. 13:48.

This year we got to have worship service on

Jesus’ birthday. There is no greater gift! 

We are looking forward to The Ohio Men’s

Retreat in January and to the blessings God has

for us in 2017! Happy New Year!

Aaron Reed, Pastor

Debbie Hawes, Reporter

LIBERTY (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

“All In" for Christ has been a continuing

theme here at Liberty! We are so thankful for

what the Lord is doing; we are seeing souls

saved, healing of the sick, and feeling his pres

ence during our worship services.  With 2016

coming to an end and 2017 beginning we are

excited to see what amazing things the Lord is

going to do. 

We are still rejoicing over two precious souls

saved at our Good News Bible after school pro

gram at Norton Grill Elementary School. We

are seeing young souls eager to hear God’s

word.  Brother Anthony and Sister Michelle

Boston felt led to start a Wednesday Evening

program called A.T.T.I.C (Always Trying To

Imitate Christ). The first night there were 15

students and it is continuing to grow each week.

In November, we held a revival the week

before Thanksgiving, souls were revived. We

had the privilege to host a combined

Thanksgiving service with Community FWB;

Bro. John Castle preached. Our junior church

had a Christmas program on Christmas Day and

did a great job singing songs about the true

meaning of Christmas. 

We also have a few exciting events that are

coming up in the month of January. The men

will begin their basketball season. It will be a

great opportunity to fellowship with other

churches in our area. Feb. 4th we will be having

a youth rally, the theme is "I have Decided" The

rally starts at 1 PM and the service starts at 6

PM. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

There is always something exciting and new

happening here at Liberty just as our life with

Christ should be. We should never cease to

thank Him and praise Him for all that he does.

In 2016, Instead of setting a resolution, look to

the solution his name is Jesus! May you all

have a blessed New Year!

Until next time,

Cecil Farmer, Pastor

Chelsea Pomeroy, Reporter

MARYSVILLE (CENTRAL OHIO)

John 3: 16 “For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.”
God’s blessings has been many during the past

year. We anticipate more good things for the

coming year. God truly does love his people.

Our church recently purchased one half acre of

land adjoining our church. We closed on it in

December. We feel this will be a good invest

ment for now and in the future.

We hope everyone has a prosperous and

blessed New Year.

Paul Bogenrife, Pastor

Helen Murray, Reporter

FIRST CLYDE (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Hello from the Clyde FWB. 

Our youth class collected items to put in their

homemade gift containers they made for the

Liberty Center in Fremont, Ohio for Christmas.

They did a wonderful job making them. The

youth class also collected coats, hats and gloves

for the Clyde community. It is such a blessing to

see the young getting involved in the communi

ty and caring about people who are in need. We

would like to thank their teacher Peggy Fleming

and her assistant Donna Gwinup for the won

derful job they are doing with the youth. 

We had a wonderful Christmas service, God

gave Pastor Roger a meaningful sermon. Jesus

is the Reason For The Season!  

Have a blessed 2017. “Create in me a clean
heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within
me.” Psalm 51:10. Keep On Serving The Lord!

Roger Rollins, Pastor    

Linda Harmon, Reporter

DAILYVILLE (FRANKLIN)

The ladies of the church prepared 12 bushels

of apples and made apple butter and sold them

for mission work.

The Master’s Men purchased food and other

items for three families in the area for

Christmas and delivered them Dec. 19th.

Pete Dunn, Pastor

Jim S. Henry, Reporter

UNITYGALION (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Hello. 

It has been a busy month for our church.  We

had many activities designed to celebrate this

wonderful holiday season. 

On Dec. 3rd we went to Berlin to view the live

nativity, Journey to Bethlehem, and then dinner

at East of Chicago.

Dec. 10th we had a “downhome” Christmas

breakfast at our church. This featured Mike

Alkire's Famous Bacon Gravy.

Our adult Christmas party was held on Dec.

16th.  We had pizza and wings and various

desserts made by our ladies.  The evening was

capped by our infamous candy cane game and

the gifts.

Christmas caroling was a blessing as always.

We always receive a blessing while caroling to

the elderly and those who are not able to get out. 

We had a special service to celebrate our Lord's

birth on Christmas morning.  

We capped off the month with a service at the

nursing home.

Blessings. 

Dave Bates, Pastor

Dotting Pugh, Reporter

SHELBY (NORTHERN OHIO)

“But the children of Belial said, How shall this
man save us?   And they despised him, and
brought him no presents.   But he held his
peace.” Though this verse in 1 Samuel 10:27 is

dealing with the story of Saul, it sounds as

though it could apply today to how the world

views Christ.   In this time of year that we set

aside to celebrate the birth of our Savior, so

many still seem to despise Him and offer no

thanksgiving for His lovingkindness and mercy.

We, like many other churches, have been truly

blessed in 2016.   In the last two months, the

church was able to collect food baskets for 17

families, welcome the community to our

Christmas play (with snacks afterwards), and go

caroling to those just needing to hear a kind

word.   We were also able to enjoy a weekend

worshipping with the Parsons Family, as well

as just spending time in fellowship with each

other.   But mostly, we were able to do what we

have been created to do – praise God for the

wonderful gift He gave us.   

We already have new plans in progress for

2017, and our first plan is to continue to give

glory and honor to our heavenly Father.    Hope

you all had a wonderful Christmas – the Shelby

Church wishes you a very blessed New Year!

Matt Pond, Pastor

Heather Brown, Reporter

PORTER (PORTER)

In November we began a study of the Lord’s

Prayer entitled “Lord, teach us to pray.” We

went through that Lord’s Prayer line by line

studying what the Lord meant for the disciples

and for us to know about praying to God. We

used the study to help us concentrate and refine

our prayers so that they more closely followed

the directions give to us by the Lord.

We had Travis McKenzie and his family with

us for our missions service in Nov. Travis and

his family are planting a church in Ashland,

Ohio called Compassion Free Will Baptist

Church. Our annual Christmas card collection

service raised around $550 to be donated to this

church plant.

Our youth have been busy with the teens

attending their annual retreat. The younger chil

dren also went on a trip to Ark Encounter in

Kentucky in December.

We had a busy season of celebrating the birth

of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our children’s pro

gram included a play entitled “The First Leon.”

We greatly appreciate the efforts of Sister Doris

Chamberlin who served as the director. The

children put in a great deal of hard work and it

showed! Many stated that this was one of their

favorite Christmas plays in recent history.

Our choir presented the cantata “God’s Perfect

Gift” directed by Brother David Chamberlin

and accompanied by Sister Deena Armstrong.

Our church is blessed with many talented indi

viduals who show their love for the Lord with

music. We are very thankful for all of the hard

work that the choir does to present us with such

a blessing.

Mark Price, Pastor

Tehra Clevenger, Reporter
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URBANA (CENTRAL OHIO)

Greetings and Happy New Year. We hope you

enjoyed the Holiday Season. 

In November the youth group of the church

put on a dinner honoring veterans. All of the

veterans in attendance were treated to this meal

and were presented with an American Flag.  

Ordination Service for Bro. Mike Baldwin

was held Nov. 12th.  The McFitz Family min

istered through song for this service, they also

provided refreshments that were enjoyed after

the service. Pastor Mike Mounts, of the

Harrison FWB Church, spoke on the "Ten

Lepers" on Nov. 13th. 

Our annual Church Christmas dinner was held

Dec. 10th. This was a great time of fellowship

and good food. 

We pray that this will be a prosperous New

Year and we  will all see souls saved and all of

our Churches will grow. Please remember us in

your prayers, as we remember you in ours.

"Giving thanks always for all things unto God
and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ;" Ephesians 5:20 

Grant Cordell, Pastor

Barbi Johnson, Reporter

LIGHTHOUSE (TRISTATE)

Lighthouse prays everyone had a Merry

Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Special Luncheon for the Police Dept.

The ladies auxiliary had the great honor of serv

ing lunch to our local police and fire depart

ments in Elsmere and Erlanger. We had a good

turnout and the ladies served a great dinner.

The ladies had their Christmas luncheon on

Dec. 3rd.We played games and exchanged gifts.

We had lunch catered from LaRosa’s and some

of the ladies brought dessert. The men all went

to breakfast while the ladies had their party.

Our youth did a great job with their Christmas

Program on the 18th and Santa paid a visit. Our

local Remke/Biggs donated apples and oranges

to hand out.

Our outreach program reached out to the

needy and to those affected by the fire in

Gatlinburg. We gave a donation to the local

homeless shelter and to those whose suffered

loss in the fire. Our food pantry is always open

to those that have a need.

Bobby Courtney, Pastor

Nancy Reiber, Reporter 

NEW HOPE (PORTER)

Happy New Year from New Hope! We hope

everyone had a wonderful Christmas season. In

the weeks leading up to Christmas Sunday we

celebrated Advent. Each Sunday we had special

readings and Scripture along with special Music

from our choir to help us focus on the birth of

our Savior, the longawaited Messiah. 

On Christmas Sunday morning, Ethan George

and Austin Pollard, two of our youth performed

a trumpet duet of The First Noel. They did a

fantastic job! A group from our church enjoyed

going to see the Christmas Cave in Minford,

OH. It is a wonderful ministry! 

We had a Christmas communion service on

December 11. Even while celebrating His birth,

we look forward to His coming again! 

On December 18, we held our annual candle

light service. We collected shoebox gifts for the

Operation Christmas Child outreach. We

learned our shoeboxes went to the countries of

Gabon and Malawi. We are praying for those

gifts’ witness. 

We would like to congratulate Jonathan and

Laura (Crabtree) Abner on their recent marriage

and we also welcomed Jonathan who has since

joined our church. 

In November we enjoyed our annual Gideon

service. May God richly bless you and your

church in 2017!

George Grice, Pastor

Lena Grice, Reporter

FIRST CHILLICOTHE 

(SOUTH CENTRAL)

Happy New Year from First FWB Church!

December may be a busy month for everyone

but our church was blessed by the fourpart

message that our pastor, Mitch Salyers, pre

pared that extended throughout the month.  We

covered the genealogy of Christ in Matthew 1.

Our church learned that even though Christ is

righteous the people in his lineage are far from

perfect people.  Mitch gave each message a

theme.  The themes were of faith, hope, love

and grace.  After each message, he would give

each family an ornament with the theme of the

week on it.  These ornaments were created by

him and his family and we are very thankful for

all their hard work that they put into making

them.

We also found the time to come together and

have a Christmas dinner. Thank you everyone

for making all that delicious food and for the

fellowship.

After our dinner, we had a special guest come

and visit us who met with the children and

asked them what they wanted for Christmas. He

also read the birth of Christ to us.  Thank you

for coming and visiting us Santa.
We look to the new year with hope in our eyes

and love in our hearts. God has truly blessed us

this year and our church hopes to continue to

spread the word with others. 

Until next time. God bless!

Mitch Salyers, Pastor

Shana McGoye, Reporter

FREDERICK (PINE CREEK)

We at Frederick are missing our Pastor Rusty

at the time of this report. He was transferred to

OSU James Cancer Center from SOMC on Dec

11th. Thank God the doctors said the type of

leukemia he has is 90 percent curable and as we

all know 100 percent with God!

Despite illness with many in our church fami

ly we have been busy. The ladies circle met on

Nov. 8th. We attended Pine Creek Conference

Revival Nov. 9th and the Pine Creek

Association Nov 12th hosted by Bloom FWB.

Ricky Henderson, guest preacher on Nov. 13th

brought a great message. The bluegrass group

Almost There had us all feeling the spirit.

Nov 20th we had a good turnout at our annual

multichurch service Thanksgiving Eve with

wonderful message brought by Shaun

Campbell. Our Frederick family Christmas

Dinner was enjoyed by all on Dec 10th. We held

"Pig in a Poke" that evening with proceeds

going to the ladies circle fund. The Christmas

play, titled “The Christmas Buffet" was per

formed Dec. 18th. The Secret Sister reveal was

held Dec. 20th. Our communion and candlelight

Service was held at 6 PM New Year's Eve.

We sure appreciate Bro. Don Meadows dedi

cation to the Lord's work in helping out in

Rusty's absence. With his service as a prior pas

tor and Sunday School teacher, he has been a

blessing to us.

Continue to remember Rusty and his family in

your prayers. We pray God's blessing on all of

you in 2017.

Rusty Larter, Pastor

Bobbi McGraw, Reporter
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The following ministers are available to fill the
pulpit for pastors who have to be away from

their church.  Many are interested 
in conducting revivals as well.

Bill Alford,  20864 Rudy Dr. Strongsville, Oh 44149                   (440) 572-1614
Lee Aldridge, 35180 SR 327, Londonderry, Oh 45647 (740) 887-4065
Anthony “Tony” W. Blackburn, Mechanicsburg, Oh                    (614) 623-0031
Mike Blanton, 6826 Ridpath Road, Grove City, Oh                      (614) 871-2795
Larry Brown, 6530 Gregg Mill Road, London, Oh 43140   (740) 852-0586
Patrick Blevins, 12837 Basil Road, Baltimore, Oh 43105               (740) 407-9446
Chad Booth, 208 E. Washington Street, Ashland, Oh 44805 (330) 715-8403
Ron Brown, 5478 Riber Rd. Hillsboro, Oh 45133                        (937) 402-4452
Roger Childers, 6555 US Hwy 68S Apt 208D, W Liberty, Oh 43357 (937) 869-4890
Herman Copley, 1271 Lewis Road, Mansfield, Oh 44906 (419) 529-5923
Andrew Cordell, 418 West 7th Street, Marysville, Oh 43040 (937) 215-4037
Roger Crusie, 335 ½ N. 4th Street, Greenfield, Oh 45123                (937) 981-3529
Mike Daniel, 503 W Wenger Road, Englewood, Oh 45322 (937) 836-0540
Brandon DePriest, 361 TWP Rd 41 N, Pedro, Oh 45659 (740) 532-3878
Luther Dingess, 1680 Paddle Ck. Road, Fort Gay, WV 25514        (304) 648-5901
Freddy Dutton, 1700 Hale Court, Columbus, Oh 43228                   (614) 276-0200
Michael Ellis, 575 Harland Drive, Columbus, Oh 43207 (614) 917-7309
James England, 5138 N. High Street, # 119, Cols. Oh 43214             (614) 846-6654
Ben Gibson, 1126 Cheyenne Ave. Springfield Oh 45503 (937) 399-2738
Packy Gibson, 7029 Fields Lane, Hillsboro, Oh 45133                   (937) 393-2730
Randy Hall, 12024 Lake Front Drive, Hillsboro, Oh 45133              (937) 365-1657
Edwin Hayes, 7554 Slate Ridge Blvd. Reynoldsburg, Oh 43068         (614) 751-1190
Carl Jenkins, 2809 Searsdale Ave. Cleveland, Oh 44109            (216) 351-2475
James Johnson, 55 1/2 S. First Street, Rittman, Oh 44270              (330) 331-6088
Jason Jones, 620 Watkins Glen Blvd. Marysville, Oh 43040     (937) 241-1622
William Jones, 500 Buckeye Street, Marysville, Oh 43040             (937) 594-1331
Paul Keener, 703 Andrew Ave. Westerville, Oh 43081              (614) 891-4382
Robert Legg, 330 Winding Ridge Drive, Dayton, Oh 45415          (937) 648-9600
Alton Loveless, 1006 Rayme Drive, Columbus, Oh 43207               (573) 330-7728
Wayne Mays, 777 N. Drexel Ave. Hilliard, Oh 43019                  (614) 607-0634
Tom Murphy, 229 Victorian Drive, Commercial Pt, Oh 43116        (614) 218-5435
Tom Spradlin, Portsmouth, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep)               (740) 776-6677
Alex Stevens, 2002 East Main Street, Greenup, KY 41144         (606) 473-5417
Talo Teo, 828 Federal Ave. Zanesville, Oh 43701                       (740) 453-6037
Bill Turner, 150  Willard Ave. Carlisle, Oh 45005                      (513) 746-5866
Tim Updike, 22661 SR 93, Wellston, Oh 45692                            (740) 384-3277
Dan Widdig, 1496 Caldwell Road, Lucasville, Oh 45648 (740) 259-5160
Josh Young, 7227 E. Main Street, South Solon, Oh 43153                (937) 829-1723

Available FWB
Ministers



Two Services, Now a Reality
On November 6th Flagship Church made the

transition to two services. It was not because we

wanted to, but because we felt like we had to. In

order to accommodate our growing numbers in

our small building with inadequate parking, we

decided to divide our efforts into two morning

services rather than just one. We now have early

morning worship at 9:30am and a late morning

worship at 11:00am. I am thankful to be able to

report the transition went smoothly! Although

this requires more time and effort among our

leadership team this does alleviate some of the

space and parking issues that we have with our

current location. We are still praying that God

would enable us to relocate soon to a more vis

ible site, with plenty of  parking and room for

future growth. One other concern is our lack of

handicap accessibility, however, we continue to

trust God with His will and His timing.

One Saved at Youth Retreat!
It was a crisp October weekend when a group of

teens and adults gathered near the shores of

Lake Erie to experience our second annual

youth retreat. This year’s theme was “Dear
Younger Me” and Tico Alonso and Marie

Drakulic were our guest speakers. 

On Friday evening Tico spoke about the rich

man in Luke 16 and contemplated what his life

would be like if he could speak to the younger

version of    himself. It was a powerful and con

victing message and at the end of the service, a

young lady, who has been under conviction

came forward and gave her life to Christ. We are

excited about her decision to follow Jesus and

ask that you would remember Jayde in prayer.

It was a great weekend and we are excited about

what God is doing among our youth! 

Isaiah Grimes Has Been Approved

to go to St Croix with ETeam in the

Summer of 2017!
Michelle and I are very excited to announce that

Isaiah has been approved to go to the Virgin

Islands with ETeam this summer on his first

ever mission trip! We are thankful he will have

this experience and we are trusting for God to

provide the funds for this experience. Soon he

will have an account set up with International

Missions and we ask you to prayerfully consid

er helping him with these expenses. As soon as

we know more information we will provide you

with the address. 

Most of all we ask that you would pray for God

to use this trip to help Isaiah discern God’s will

for his future. After being a part of Truth and

Peace for the last two summers he feels the call

into ministry. Please pray for God to give him

clarity and wisdom.

CENTERBURG (CAPITAL CITY)

Happy New Year to all! We pray everyone had

a happy Thanksgiving and a very Merry

Christmas! We should celebrate Christmas all

year for the birth of our Saviour. We are so

thankful for His birth, death and resurrection!

For without Him, we all would have no hope

beyond this life. Let’s all strive this New Year,

if He should tarry, to be the best for Him that we

can possibly be. This could be the year, the day

or the hour. Are your lamps trimmed and burn

ing for His coming? “And then shall they see

the Son of man coming in the clouds with great

power and glory.” Mark 13:26.

We had our communion and candlelight serv

ice on Dec. 21st. The evening was filled with

praises and thankfulness for our Saviour.

Our Christmas play has been postponed, due to

bad weather, until January 8th at 6pm. We want

to thank Connie Moore for the hard work she

has put into “One Man’s Story”. Join us for an

evening of fellowship.

In the next couple of weeks we will be having

a baptism and opening our doors for member

ship. Pray with us that those who have been

saved will take the next step. Acts 2:38

“….Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins…”
We pray that ALL will be found watching for

His return. But until then, keeping praying for

family, friends and our nation that they will find

their way to Christ, before it’s too late.

Until next time, if the Lord should tarry.

Mark Tuggle, Pastor

Sandy McDowell, Reporter 

SWAUGER VALLEY (PINE CREEK)

As we look toward 2017 with anticipation,

wonder or maybe for some fear; “Be of good
courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all
ye that hope in the Lord.” Psalm 31:24.  What

encouragement from the word!  The Lord con

tinues to bless and shower His mercy and grace

toward us all.  

We have enjoyed a wonderful Christmas sea

son at Swauger Valley.  Since our last report we

thank the Lord for the precious souls saved!  We

had a tremendous Christmas play with a mes

sage of God’s salvation, forgiveness and recon

ciliation and the peace only He gives.  Two

accepted God’s gift of salvation at the close of

the Christmas play this year.  

Swauger Valley looks forward to what God

has in store for us in the coming year and can’t

wait to see His mighty hand at work in the

church and our individual lives.  

For those nearby, be sure to plan to join us for

our bimonthly senior luncheon on Friday,

February 3rd at 12:30pm for a wonderful time

of fellowship – and a free home cooked meal!

Mike Simpson, Pastor

Laura Simpson, Reporter

SOUTH CHARLESTON (LITTLE MIAMI)

Happy New Year from South Charleston. 

We hope everyone had a happy and safe

Christmas.

We have had some really special services. We

had a candlelight testimonial service on Nov.

20th. We took the evening to thank our Lord for

all His blessings.

On Dec. 4th we had our Christmas dinner and

had the privilege of having the Homebound

Singers sing for us. We were also blessed to

have Bro. Ben Gibson preaching for us on our

special day. It also made Christmas extra special

being able to attend church on Christmas day

and celebrate the true Christmas. 

We hope all have blessed New Year!

Bert Alsept, Pastor

Brenda Young, Reporter

ZALESKI

“But they that wait upon the LORD shall
renew their strength; they shall mount up with
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be
weary; and they shall walk and not faint.”
Isaiah 40:31. We need to learn to wait for the

Lord. He always hears us and answers right on

time. Not on our timing, but His timing. At

times we need to rest, but never quit. 

We’d like to thank the Lord for His many

blessings He has bestowed upon our church and

for answered prayers. He is so good to us.

We have been busy in Dec. We delivered

Christmas dinners. Several went to the “Living

Christmas Tree”. Those who attended gave

great testimonies about it. We had our

Christmas program Dec. 21st.  Fruit trays were

given to the seniors. We had a candlelight serv

ice Christmas night. Dr. David Moore preached

and blessed our hearts. 

Our pastor, Mark Rood, Micah Moore and

Charlie McKibben will be going to the men’s

retreat in January.

Remember Pastor Mark and his wife Teresa

and their family in your prayers. They are good

workers for the Lord and Satan doesn’t like that.

Continue to uphold Nancy Rood in prayer that

the Lord will comfort and strengthen her. She is

very special to us and we love her very much.

Please join us in prayer for a spring revival. 

We have been blessed with a wonderful holi

day season. We’d like to say, “Thank you

Jesus!” Remember our seniors, the youth, our

military, our nursing home ministry, the nation

and our leaders in your prayers.

Have a Happy New Year and take Jesus with

you wherever you go. Tell someone you love

them and really mean it.  Also have a happy

Valentine’s Day.

Mark Rood, Pastor

Linda McKibben, Reporter

ANTIOCH (PINE CREEK)

May God bless each of you with a new year! 

“We are Antioch" has become our motto here at

our little white church! I'm sharing with you a

few of the wonderful times that we have been

blessed to have! First of all and the most impor

tant is 18 souls gave their heart and life to

Jesus! The church went down to the creek and

baptized 19! The first baptism was 12 then two,

four and one. Amazing grace huh! 

The church was so happy when the fellowship

hall was completed this year. Down through the

year we enjoy visiting all the churches in our

community for revivals and other services.

Uplifting neighboring churches is a blessing to

them and to us. We are all striving to live for

Jesus and make it to heaven together one day! 

Our attendance has grown and we all are so

thankful for that! Four people put their mem

bership with Antioch this year so thank you

Lord! And....two were called to preach! Ain't

God good to give us so many blessings, unde

serving that’s what we are!  

We have some sad times too for those that have

died. Gino Chamberlin, Carolyn Smith went to

heaven in May. My mommy just died Dec. 11th.

We will see them again one day. Sis. Sam’s

mom passed and she is surely missed.  She was

Sis. Linda Henderson’s sister too.

Otto and Sue decided to be 'snow birds' and

have gone to Florida for the winter. So good to

see them over Christmas. 

We pray that the love of Jesus will be over

flowing from each one of us who love HIM and

serve HIM down through this New Year. 

May God bless each and everyone! Love, hugs

and prayers.  

Rick Henderson, Pastor

Tammy Knappenberger, Reporter
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Daryl Grimes
Family

Missionaries to Erie,
PA

How to Become a
Financial
Partner

*Call (740) 352-3510 and I can
guide you through the process

*Visit www.homemissions.net
and click on “Automatic

Withdrawal” and follow the on
screen prompts

*E-mail me at
alightinerie@gmail.com

*Please contact Home Missions
if you need a new envelope.
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FREDDY DUTTON 
MINISTRIES

“Holding Forth The Word of Life”

We enjoyed a wonderful "2016" and saw many victo-
ries won as the Lord led us throughout the year!  We
saw many people accept Christ and also saw many
needs being met at the altars.  We praise God that He has used our ministry during
"2016" to proclaim His great message of  salvation.

We are looking forward to this New Year that God has allowed us to have!  We are pray-
ing, planning, and preparing our hearts as we begin this New Years of  Service to Him!
Please pray for us as we give our lives anew to the Lord and His great work!  We look
forward to worshiping with you this year!   

1700 Hale Court
Columbus, Ohio 43228

614/276-0200 or 614/738-0683
email: Reverenddutton@aol.com

For Revivals, Conferences, Homecoming and other special services,
please contact me at the above address.

Are you receiving the

If you like to begin receiving all the Ohio FWB News, just
send your email address to 

ehayes@ambassadorbible.com

Ohio Youth
Sunday

*Receive an offering for the Ohio
Youth Program

*Emphasize the youth in your services

February 5, 2017

?

Ohio State Office and Ambassador Magazine email address:
ehayes@ambassadorbible.com

Web Site: OhioFWB.org
Ambassador Church Supply email address: 
pmkeener@ambassadorbible.com



May the Lord make
2017 a blessed year for
you, your family and

your church!
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From
your staff  at the Ohio State Association of  Free Will

Baptists and the Ambassador eBookstore!

Thanks to our churches,
conferences and 

individuals who support the
AMBASSADOR

MAGAZINE!

We appreciate
your support! 

We couldn’t do it 
without you!

Attention: Ambassador Reporters

***SPECIAL DEADLINE
FOR NEXT ISSUE!!!!

The deadline for the 
March-April Issue will be 

Noon, Monday, February 27th



UNITED (CAPITAL CITY)

Happy New Year from United FWBC. 

We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas

with their family and friends. We have been

busy with the many activities, collecting items

for our Massillon Pregnancy Care Center for

our Thanksgiving outreach ministry and our

Oldfashioned Day with our guest singers The

Roses of Stoney Creek from Clinton, Mi.

The Christmas events took over with our

Children’s Christmas party which included a

great meal provided by the ladies, the movie

“The Polar Express”, even Santa made a visit

and gave a present to all the children. We went

Christmas caroling to our local nursing home.

The children had the annual Christmas play on

Christmas day itself.

New Year’s Eve we had are annual fellowship

which included the traditional meal of sauer

kraut, pork and kielbasa with all the traditional

side dishes that went well with it. We had testi

monies from our “Operation Stranger

Ministry”, a ministry that we do during Easter

and Christmas time which we enlist six or so of

our church folks into taking out visa gift cards

and searching out complete strangers to give

them to during the season. I tell you brothers

and sisters this is one of absolute best things we

do as a church. 

Most of all we have been blessed with new

members again in our church. What is such a

blessing about the newest members is that they

have jumped right in and taken on new min

istries or joined in with existing ministries, God

sent us workers, AMEN! 

We are so looking forward to what God has in

store for 2017 and the United FWBC. Continue

to pray for us as we promise to pray for you.

We would like to wish you all God’s blessings

in the new year and hope that you stay in the

center of God’s will in all that you do. 

God bless till next time,

Randall Keffer, Pastor

Faye Gray, Reporter

ROSEDALE (CAPITAL CITY)

As we get closer to 2017 and we reflect back

on 2016, with so many tragedies that happened

this past year, it’s good to know that our hope is

in God and him only.  One of our ministers,

Wandel Toney and his wife Thelma received

word on Thanksgiving morning that their pre

cious son had died.  We are so blessed to belong

to such a loving, giving church, the out pouring

of love that was shown to them was a testament

of how much this family means to us.  Please

remember this family in your prayers.  

Our candlelight service was held Nov. 20th.

Testimonies were given by each family and

inspiring messages from the youth.  We are

blessed to be a part of a church that believes

they are our church of today as well as tomor

row.  

We had a nice turnout for our  Christmas play,

despite the bad weather.  Our director, Tami

Baldwin did an excellent job. She had help from

the other codirectors, Abby Meade and Dawn

Moore and other volunteers, these ladies put so

much of themselves in helping and we are very

blessed to have them at Rosedale.    They all

work so well together and are the first to tell you

that this is not about them, but all about God.

The men are gearing up for the annual Men’s

Retreat.  We have one going that has never

attended; I’m sure he’ll come back revived and

ready to serve more than ever.  Let’s pray that

these services lift them up as never before.

As always, please keep our pastor, his family

and our associate pastor and family in your

prayers.  We are so blessed that God sent them

our way and may we never fail to give God the

praise for the awesome  work these families do

for this church.  There are not enough words to

describe how blessed and privileged we are to

still have preachers who are not afraid to stand

up for what is right.

Jason Meade, Pastor

Bev Fraley, Reporter

WOODLAND CHAPEL (LAWRENCE)

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  We thank the Lord for

His many blessings in 2016 and look forward to

what He is going to do in 2017.  

We were blessed to see Brycen Stormes bap

tized Sept. 4th.   We thank guest preaches, Bros.

Jimmy Cremeans and Bob Baldridge. We

also thank Bro. Bob Daniels, John

Thornsberry Trio and New Direction Quartet

for special singing.  

Bro. Gary Arthurs brought the message for

homecoming Sept. 25th with special singing by

Open Rail. A deacon ordination service was

held Oct. 1st for Bro. Jeff Kerns.  

Bro. Mike Huff preached a great revival Oct.

2426th.

We started November with a Veterans’ Day

Service with the presentation of flags. Sis.

Heather Kerns spoke and the Children’s Bell

Choir performed.  Our veterans were then intro

duced by the branch of service in which they

served.   Communion and feetwashing service

was Nov. 9th.

Our Christmas Dinner was Dec. 4th with good

food and fellowship enjoyed by all. Our choir

went Christmas caroling Dec. 12th and an

instrumental presentation of Christmas music

was performed Dec. 14th.  The Children’s

Christmas program was Dec. 18th.  Bro. Blaine

Etterling preached on New Year’s Eve.

Congratulations to newlyweds Mycah

Pemberton and Chris Sizemore who were mar

ried Sept. 12th.  Also congratulations to new

parents:  Quinn Grey was born Sept. 27th to

Gage and Steffany Patterson, Colton Wyatt born

Nov. 27th to Roger and Danielle Joseph and

Benjamin Warren born Dec. 9th to Allen and

Emillie Crank.

Please pray for all our sick including Bro.

Gary Chaney and Sis. Helen Bowen.  

Until next time, you are always loved and

wanted at Woodland Chapel FWB Church.

David Schug, Pastor

Patricia Adkins, Reporter

ANTIOCH (CENTRAL OHIO)

“I will praise thee, O LORD, with my whole
heart; I will shew forth of all thy marvelous
works. I will be glad and rejoice in thee: I will
sing praise to thy name, O thou most High.
Psalm 9: 12.

I cannot give the Lord enough praise for all he

has done for me, my family, and my church.  We

all have so much to be thankful for!

We recently visited the mission church in

downtown Columbus.  Our church filled our

Christmas tree with over 100 gloves, mittens,

hats, and even some clothing. Some of our

youth group were able to attend the service and

help pass out these items. It touched my heart to

see so many families that need assistance.  We

sometimes complain we want more, when I’m

sure God has given us more than we need.

While others do without!  

Our church was so helpful this year in giving.

We were able to minister to those in the nursing

homes, and in the missions.  Were able to pro

vide food and turkeys for families for

Thanksgiving and Christmas meals. Some may

say I am bragging well in a way I am.  God has

blessed us with giving people and we are so

thankful for them.

Our Christmas service was amazing, our youth

presented beautiful songs.  Some played

Christmas carols on their instruments. God’s

spirit was present and many were blessed.

I wish you all the very best New Year!  God

bless.

Jim Blankenship, Pastor 

Linda Blankenship, Reporter

OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 12

BOOKKEEPING
ACCOUNTING
NOTARY PUBLIC

M. J. LOWE’S
INCOME TAX SERVICE

3213 SOUTH HIGH STREET
COLUMBUS OHIO 43207

JIM & JEAN LOWE                         Phone 16144916280
OWNERS                                            FAX 16144914554

MJLOWE24@YAHOO.COM

2017 HOLY GROUND FREE WILL BAPTIST YOUTH FOR CHRIST CAMP
Located at:  5150 RIBER RD, HILLSBORO, OHIO 45133

(Bldg Worship, Devotions, Recreation, etc.)         (New Kitchen/Dining Hall Building)                  (Completely new Kitchen facilities)

(Improved Pond facilities)

Newly built, fully furnished kitchen and dining area, as well as the huge pond is now available for swimming and pedal

boats!  A Pastor from a camp in 2012 was so impressed with our improvements in these areas that he said he wished

other FWB churches were aware of our new (Kitchen/Dining hall) and improved (the Pond) facilities. 

For leasing and information on the above camps call Larry Glenn (937) 4783815, Donna Glenn (937) 4752710, 

Rev. Steve Nickels (937) 4781182, 

Pastor Tim Hamilton (937) 5591966 or Email us at timham@reagan.com.  

2017 Camps

(Dates to be Announced)

Sr. Coed Camp (Ages 1320 boys/girls)       Jr. Boys Camp (Ages 813)      Jr. Girls Camp (Ages 813)

Please let us know if you would like to view a camp presentation.

A ministry of Northridge Free Will Baptist Church, 4800 Payne Ave, Dayton, OH 45414



NEW HOPE (CORNERSTONE)

Wishing all of our sister churches a Happy

New Year.   We have been blessed with a won

derful Christmas season.  Our members opened

their hearts and gave well over a thousand dol

lars to our Children’s Home for Christmas this

year.   

Bro. Edwin Hayes was with us in December,

teaching and preaching.   He is always a bless

ing and such an encouragement to our church.  

We are looking forward to 2017.   Praying this

will be the year the Lord will send us a piano

player.    Our leaders have met and have planned

out several services for the upcoming year.  

Our church has lost another loved one.  Joyce

Powers went home to be with the Lord after a

long, hard battle with cancer.   She was such a

blessing and she will certainly be missed by all.

May the Lord bless you.  

Wendell F. Combs, Pastor

Linda Combs, Reporter

COLUMBUS FIRST (FRANKLIN)

To our sister churches.

Columbus First Free Will Baptist hopes every

one had a great Christmas and New Year.  By

the time you are reading this we will already

have had the property signing for both old and

new church properties and are looking forward

to the upcoming move. 

We would like to thank all who attended the

special closing at the Third Avenue site. It was

a special day with a wonderful service. Looking

forward to an official opening service at the new

church sometime in the spring. 

May God bless you and the churches and may

growth abound.

Billy Parson, Pastor

Sue Parson, Reporter

REYNOLDSBURG (FRANKLIN)

Hello to all our fellow laborers in the Lord!

What a mighty God we serve!

“The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is
mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee
with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over
thee with singing.” Zephaniah 3:17

Reverend Travis McKenzie, Home

Missionary to Ashland, Ohio, preached in the

Conference Youth Service here at Reynoldsburg

in December.  Travis presented the meaning of

“We are troubled on every side, yet not dis
tressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;
Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not
destroyed;” (2 Corinthians 4:89) in such an

interactive way that the youth will remember it

for a long time.

We praise the Lord for the great turnout for our

Children’s Christmas program as well as our

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.

We had a great time of fellowship with all

those who came out for our New Year’s Eve

gathering.

May the Lord find us faithful to seize every

opportunity to share the gospel message with

each person we come into contact with in this

coming year.

Jerry Sargent, Pastor

Regina Williams, Reporter
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“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, nei-
ther shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said,
Behold, I make all things new.” Revelation 21:4-5a

Thought for the Month

New Book on Personal Evangelism   
Dr. Roy Harris

The two greatest hindrances to sharing one’s faith are fear and lack of knowledge on how to approach

others with the Gospel. 

This book provides the knowledge necessary to overcome fear and gain confidence in sharing the

Gospel. The approach described in the book has resulted in hundreds of souls coming to Christ.  

What others are saying…

Whether a seasoned pastor or a new convert, if one will follow Dr. Harris’ personal evangelism plan,

many lost souls will be saved. When Angels Rejoice captures the essence of sharing the Gospel with

confidence and simplicity. Every believer who is committed to obeying the Great Commission should

read this book. But not just read it, put in to practice these timetested suggestions on how to lead

someone to faith in Christ. Dr. Roy Harris has not only preached these principles, he has practiced

them at home and abroad. Now, we can learn from his 36 plus years of personal evangelism experience as we seek to win lost souls

to Christ. Rev. Reuben Cason, Promotional Director, North Carolina State Association of Free Will Baptists.

Since Dr. Roy came to Africa over five years ago, we’ve held several crusades putting into practice his evangelistic teaching.

Through his training and preaching, we’ve seen many souls give their lives to Jesus in our villages, communities and cities. Our

churches have grown spiritually and also in numbers. His books have helped and empowered many pastors. Dr. Roy’s latest book:

When Angels Rejoice will be a great tool for our pastors and leaders in sharing the Gospel through personal evangelism. Bishop

Chris Luswetti, Word of Life Harvest Ministries of East Africa. 

I am glad to recommend this book from a man that I know is the real deal. I see this book as being greatly used in training church

groups – Sunday School, Small groups, Midweek meetings.  Here are some great quotes from the book: “We must look at the world

through eternal eyes.” “Time is a precious personal commodity! Personal evangelism requires an investment of time.” “Remember,

our job is not to save anyone. We are seed sowers.”  “The best hope for our world today is the engagement of Christians, oneonone,

sharing their faith in Jesus Christ.” Rev. Richard Atwood, Church Planter, former Director of Missionary Assistance for North

American Missions. Presently, pastors Truth and Grace FWB Church in Mount Juliet, Tennessee.

For copies ($9.99 + $3 shipping) contact Roy – Roy@royharris.info or order online – Amazon.com.

Ohio Minister’s Trip To Israel in 2017

I had many at the  Ohio Men's Retreat personally ask me if it was possible to get a trip to Israel together for preachers in Ohio. I have been in

contact with the group I go with which is ITT WORLD. I have been with this company three different times to Israel and can personally say they

are First Class!

Any Clergy who would like to go to Israel for a 9day tour for a price of around $2,100 in November of 2017 would need to email me as soon as

possible to start the process of putting this Tour into action. The flights would be out of Cleveland or Columbus & possibly Cincinnati; and from

each airport we would meet in Philadelphia to fly into Tel Aviv together. 

The details are still being finalized but the dates would be around November 7th up to December 5th; knowing that Thanksgiving is on

November 23rd in 2017. 

If anyone has any questions or tentatively would like to go or want to speak with me further about it; they can email me at

shawnbeauchamp@gmail.com and give me an idea of preferred dates.

The spouses of Clergy are welcomed to go as well, but their cost would be $2,300. Meaning if a husband and wife go together...the cost is $4,300

Total. That is for flight, room, entrance to all parks, breakfast and dinner. For a minister...this is the opportunity of a lifetime!

The cost for the tour I take my church members on is $3,700 per person to give you an idea.

I have encouraged several of those who have spoken to me in private that it would be wonderful if their church would sponsor them to go or at

least help them financially as a Pastor Appreciation.

I will have a better idea in the few months to come as we will begin to meet as a group periodically to discuss trip dates etc. ONLY if enough

preachers are interested. 

So many have asked for this and I am just trying to accommodate and help my fellow ministers of the Lord in anyway possible. I gain nothing by

doing this other than fulfilling what I believe God has placed on my heart.

God bless,

Shawn Beauchamp
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Board Holds YearEnd Meeting
The Board of Free Will Baptist International Missions met December 78, 2016, in the Antioch,

Tennessee, offices. Jeff Manning presided over his first meeting as board chairman.

Will Harmon, Cameron Lane and Rodney Yerby—elected at the NAFWB convention in

July—participated in their first IM board meeting. The trio arrived early to attend a time of orien

tation on Monday, December 5, prior to participating in the Leadership Conference (December 5

6) and board meeting.

“Our three new board members meshed well with those already serving,” observed Manning.

“We enjoyed a sweet spirit throughout the meeting.”

The board voted to change the status of several IM employees and affiliates. 

• In December 2013, Matt and Halie Deckard received approval as interns with The Hanna

Project. However, the couple began experiencing a pull toward serving with a partner organiza

tion. The board voted to release the Deckards from their internship commitment and give them a

partnership blessing as they pursue ministry with Jungle Kids for Christ in Ecuador. 

• The board voted to restore Dr. Neil Gilliland to director of member care. During the financial

downturn, Neil was placed on parttime status as member care consultant. Although he took on

responsibilities with other organizations, he still served the Mission full time.

• The board voted to officially recognize Trif and Vanya Trifonov as members of the IM

Bulgaria team. 

• The board voted to officially recognize Manu and Noemí as members of the Malaga THP team

in Spain.

The board granted Reese and Charity (Dankson) Brown a partnership blessing, as they serve

with a partner organization as English teachers overseas. Reese, the son of David (director of

FWB Foundation) and Temisia Brown, was born and raised in Nashville, Tennessee. Charity, the

daughter of Mike and Debbie Dankson, was born in Winterville, Florida. As the daughter of a

pastor, she lived in several states. Reese and Charity married in March 2014. The couple graduat

ed with honors from Welch College in 2015, Reese with a BA in History and Charity with a BS

in English and teaching. The Browns hope to leave for Asia in August 2017.

The board meeting was interspersed with prayer for wisdom and direction as well as the specific

needs of people affiliated with the Mission.

The board approved an operational budget of $5.95 million for 2017. Projected selffunded pro

grams carry the total budget to $8.2 million. IMpact projects, The Hanna Project trips and proj

ects, student missions, etc. require fundraising separate from the operational budget.

“Our time together was punctuated by praise for the Lord’s work among Free Will Baptists inter

nationally, and by reminders of Satan’s desire to hinder that work,” Chairman Manning summa

rized.

General Director Clint Morgan concurred, adding, “This year, for the first time in several years,

the meeting was not dominated by financial issues. Our new board members fit perfectly into the

ethos of the board. In a sense, it seemed they had served in this capacity for a long time. It is

always a joy and honor to work with these godly people focused on laboring ‘with the Body of

Christ to fulfill the Great Commission.’”

All board members (Jeff Manning, chairman, NC; Jeff Nichols, vicechairman, TN; Mark

Price, secretary, OH; Janice Banks, OK; Nelson Henderson, AR; Robert Posner, TX; Will

Harmon, AR: Cameron Lane, AR; Rodney Yerby, AL) were in attendance.  

In May of 2016, Free Will Baptist Family Ministries was contacted about the John M.

Reed Skilled Nursing and Assisted Living Facility in Limestone, TN.  Their Board of

Directors had leased the property to another company, which ended up declaring bank

ruptcy, resulting in the Reed Center closing their doors. 

Upon our touring the site, I was confident there was a great opportunity for FWBFM to

operate this facility.  With the approval of our Board of Trustees, we moved forward in

the purchase of the Reed Center.  We are in the process of renovating the building in

hopes to begin accepting residents in February 2017.  We are excited with the prospect

of growing our organization to include the 63 bed skilled nursing and long term care

services, as well as a 12 unit assisted living home, licensed for 20 beds.

We know that our thriving ministry is only through God’s leading, our faithful prayer

and financial partners, a committed administration and staff, as well as a host of volun

teers.  We covet your prayers in this major endeavor for FWBFM, as we seek the right

staff to care for the residents that will call this place Home.

In Christ,                                       

Frank Woods

Executive Director 

April 23, 2017

Vertical 3 News 

(National Youth Conference)

Truth & Peace to Host Largest Conference 

The 33rd Truth and Peace Student Leadership Conference will be held in July 2017. It will be

the largest Truth and Peace conference with 144 students from 19 states and 2 countries. Truth

and Peace will meet on the campus of Welch College, in Gallatin, TN for training before trav

eling to Louisville, KY, where they will serve as support staff for the Vertical Three

Conference.

The Truth and Peace Conference equips students to grow as leaders in their church, school, and

community. Truth and Peace students have graduated to become teachers, business leaders, and

ministry leaders across the nation and around the world. 

________________________________________

YET Tour 

Jeremy and Beth Thomas from Owasso, Oklahoma will return as directors of the 2017

National Youth Evangelistic Team (YET). Jeremy is the pastor of worship arts at Rejoice

Church in Owasso, OK. Beth is a preschool teacher at Rejoice Christian School in Owasso,

OK. The couple will oversee training and ministry tour schedule for YET as they travel to

Churches in the Southeast, USA.

YET is a 13member group of high school students from across the Free Will Baptist denomi

nation who are selected from participants in the Music and Arts categories during the FWB

National Youth Conference. The 2017 YET Tour will meet on the campus of Welch College in

Gallatin, TN for a week of intense training before they travel to Southeast, USA. The 13 stu

dents come from nine states across the nation.

For more information about YET and other Vertical Three ministries of Randall

House, visit www.verticalthree.com.

________________________________________

Vertical Three Conference and CTS Ministry Expo

Vertical Three is looking forward to the 2017 Vertical Three Conference and CTS Ministry

Expo in Louisville, KY. Connect with district and state leaders for dates and information. 

Truth and Peace Weekend Announced

Vertical Three and Randall House are expanding the opportunities for students to learn about

their personal leadership potential. With the newly announced Truth and Peace Weekend

Students can experience a small part of what it is like to be a part of the Truth and Peace con

ference. This opportunity is open to students grades 712 and will be held in Nashville, TN on

March 10th and 11th and Owasso, OK on March 24th and 25th. 

To learn more visit truthandpeaceonline.com.



Sister Sandra

Dodrill, wife of for

mer Penn Street

Pastor Leroy Dodrill was released from the hos

pital early November but could still use your

prayers.

Bro. Dwayne Brewer, son in law to Redeemer

Pastor Don Hix had a serious accident and was

in ICU in West Virginia for a extended period of

time.  He has been released and is home recov

ering.

Former Ohio Moderator and Cleveland Pastor

Robert Prichard suffered a heart attack Oct.

28th and had two stents placed and in the

Cleveland Metro Hospital. He is now home

recovering.

Heritage Pastor Tim Stout’s mother, Betty

Stout had hip surgery Nov. 3rd in New Albany

and is now home. She is a member of the

Cornerstone FWB Church in Mansfield.

Sister Brenda Crider, wife of Springfield

Pastor Charlie Crider is being treated for serious

heart problems.  Do remember her in your

prayers.

Sister Emma Spradlin of the McGuffey

Church fell Dec. 7th and broke her hip. She is

98 years old and in a great deal of pain. She had

surgery Dec. 8th and is in need of prayer.

Bro. Mark Musetti, a member of the

Westerville Church had surgery in December.

He is now home recovering.

Rev. Lewis Copley, former pastor of the

Bucyrus FWB Church has been in the Dublin

Methodist Hospital and stands in need of prayer.

Frederick Pastor Rusty Larter was transferred

to OSU James Cancer Center from SOMC on

Dec. 11th. Thank God the doctors said the type

of leukemia he has is 90 percent curable and as

we all know 100 percent with God!

Rev. Gene Peak, former pastor of the Lebanon

Church had to resign as Pastor of the Faith

FWB Church in East Orlando, FL, due to health

reasons. He is no longer able physically to keep

up with the demands of being a pastor, due to

his having Pulmonary Fibrosis, a terminal lung

disease.  Please keep him in your prayers for a

special touch from the Lord, and longer life. 

COMMUNITY SOMERSET

Happy New Year! May 2017 bring joy and

good health to you and yours.

Thank you for the getwell cards and calls for

Pastor Scott. It was very thoughtful and kind.

He is on his way to recovery, but still has a long

way to go. He no longer wears a shoulder arm

brace. He is performing light duty at his job.

Your prayers were greatly rewarded.

Bro. Patrick Blevins preached on Nov. 6th.

Nov. 9th we made 29 Operation Child Shoe

Boxes to be sent over the children in other

countries who would not have a Christmas if it

wasn’t for our love of Christ.

The ladies of the church had their Christmas

party on Nov. 12th. They had an ornament

exchange and made an ornament. They made

and brought their favorite cookie and candy

recipe to share. It was wonderful fellowship by

all. The men went to Golden Corral in

Zanesville

On Nov. 21st our church helped debone 55

turkeys at the Salvation Army in Zanesville for

their Thanksgiving dinner on the 23rd. They

served 876 people.

We handed out 60 personal hygiene bags to

homeless men and women and the Salvation

Army in Zanesville. No one left empty handed,

everyone received a bag. “The Lord shall pro

vide.”

On Dec. 4th a special guest speaker, Jason, of

Reynoldsburg Revolve Church shared his testi

mony on how he was lead to Christ. Awesome!

We had our Christmas recital on Dec. 25th. We

enjoyed the precious children in costumes act

ing out the nativity scene. Songs were sung by

the adult choir and others singing solos. Ethan

Hutchinson surprised us with special music on

the saxophone. Oh, what a blessed Christmas

morning, celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ!

Please pray for our sick in the church and con

tinue to pray for healing for our pastor.

Scott Hutchinson, Pastor

Donna Barr, Reporter

GOOD HOPE (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greeting from the Good Hope Church. Pray

everyone had a good Christmas and looking for

ward to a good year for the church.We thank

God for the past year,  

We had a candlelight service on Wednesday

night before  Thanksgiving  on which we gave

thanks to God for all He does for us. We were

able to give out 10 baskets for Thanksgiving

and 10 for Christmas. 

Our Christmas program was Dec. 18th. The

kids did a great job. 

We are looking forward to a New Year in

which we will see people saved. Have a Happy

New Year. 

Jason Keith, Pastor                                                                          

Mary Diamond, Reporter
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Hospital

Update
Greetings from the 

Ohio Women Active for

Christ State Board.

News and Upcoming Events

Women’s Days... The OWAC is hosting 2 Women’s Days this year.  

*The first will be held at the Gahanna Free Will Baptist Church located at 3868 N

Stygler Rd., Gahanna, OH 43230 on April 22, 2017 from 9:15am2:30pm.  

*The second will be held at Canaan Free Will Baptist Church located at 12723

Cleveland Rd., Creston, OH 44217 on May 20, 2017 from 9:15am2:30pm.  

Our topics this year will be Kid’s Programs, Going to church Alone, Am I still a
Christian if I suffer from Depression?, Ouch! How to handle being hurt in the church,
Why YWAC? (Young Women Active for Christ,) and Availability vs, Ability.

I think the topics this year are timely for our ladies and we would love to see all of

our Ohio ladies there!

Mark your calendars... Our state meeting will be held on Thursday June 22,

2017 at 1pm at Heritage FWBC in Heritage Hall.  

His Girls Conference for ages 1320 will be held April 1, 2017 time and

location TBD.  We will keep you posted. 

OWAC Annual Fall Retreat will be held October 1314, 2017 at the Holiday

Inn and Suites located at 116 Park Ave W., Mansfield, OH 44902.  Look for more

information on this soon!

Purse Auction and Ice Cream Social will be held November 4, 2017 time

and location TBD.  Stay Tuned.

Your sister in Christ,

Jessica Musetti, OWAC Secretary

Ohio Women Active for Christ
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Welch College Ranks #31 in U.S. News & World Report’s Best

Regional (South) Colleges 
Welch College received notification that it ranks 31st among “Best Regional Colleges” (South

Region) in U.S. News & World Report’s 2017 edition of America’s Best Colleges guidebook

according to President Matt Pinson.

“We are so pleased that Welch College is not only ranked among America’s best colleges but is

moving up in the rankings,” President Pinson said. “This respected national study confirms that

the college’s academic programs are recognized by the broader academic community as well as

our supporters. It’s also another reminder to prospective students and their parents that Welch

College remains a topquality institution of higher learning that delivers its educational promise.”

The “Best Regional Colleges” category where Welch College is ranked includes 334 institutions

that focus on undergraduate education and offer a range of degree programs in the liberal arts,

and in professional fields such as business, nursing, and education. Colleges in this category are

ranked within four geographic regions: North, South, Midwest, and West.

U.S. News rankings offer opportunity to judge the relative quality of institutions based on widely

accepted indicators of excellence: peer assessment, graduation and retention rates, faculty

resources, student selectivity, financial resources, alumni giving, and more.  

Welch College received especially high marks in three strategic areas—percent of classes under

20 students (89%), average firstyear retention rate (69%), and freshmen in top 25% of high

school class (52%). 

Provost Greg Ketteman said, “This marks the tenth time that Welch College has been included

in U.S. News’ list of best colleges. This is a testimony to the hard work our faculty and staff pour

into our students. Their commitment to excellence is paying off in national recognition among

professional educators that Welch provides a rigorous collegiate academic setting for serious stu

dents. Our goal is to create a stimulating learning environment where education is more than

books and classes. We are truly a community of faith and learning.” 

Please go to this link if you would like to read more about Welch’s ranking.

http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/bestcolleges/freewillcollege30018

Daniel Webster to Serve as Director of Enrollment Services 
North Carolina pastor Daniel Webster has been selected as director of enrollment services at

Welch College, according to David Williford, vice president for institutional advancement at

Welch. 

“We’re so excited to announce Daniel’s appointment,” Williford said. “He is already working

parttime as director of marketing and recruitment for the online program. He’ll come on in a

fulltime capacity in February 2017, continuing his online work and serving as a field representa

tive and enrollment counselor for the college. Then he’ll move to Middle Tennessee in June and

assume his role as director of enrollment services.” 

Williford continued, “When Debbie Mouser began her more intensive role as director of recruit

ment, we needed someone to come on board to direct the administrative and strategic operation of

enrollment and retention at Welch. As we discussed potential candidates, Daniel’s name quickly

rose to the top.” 

Webster will continue to serve as an adjunct instructor in theological studies, a post he assumed

earlier this year. Derek Altom, acting director of enrollment services, said, “Daniel has been

doing an excellent job as director of recruitment and marketing for the online program, and this

year I’ve been using him to help us plan Welcome Days and Senior Days. He’s a natural with

numerous ideas on how to make the oncampus events better with the ability to look at things

from all angles. When we began discussing Daniel’s candidacy for this position, I thought, ‘What

a wonderful fit for this job!’” 

Webster comes to Welch with thirteen years of fulltime ministry experience and a background in

promotion, marketing, and recruiting. During and after college, Webster played an active role in

the promotional department at Gateway Christian College, where he received a bachelor’s degree

in Sacred Music. His ministry there included singing in groups, preparing and leading student

groups, and representing the college at conferences and association meetings. He has also worked

in marketing and customer relations for GEICO. 

Webster served ten years as an associate pastor at Gateway Free Will Baptist Church in Virginia

Beach, Virginia, where he managed various ministries, including music, media, worship, and sin

gle young adult ministry. Since 2013 he has served as lead pastor of Glad Tidings Free Will

Baptist Church in Asheboro, North Carolina. Webster has written for The Brink, the young adult

curriculum at Randall House Publications, since 2014, and he currently serves as clerk of the

North Carolina State Association of Free Will Baptists. 

Webster holds two master’s degrees, a M.A. in Biblical Studies from Maranatha Baptist Seminary

and a Master of Biblical Studies from Virginia Beach Theological Seminary. He is concurrently

seeking a M.Div. and a M.A. in Church Music at Maranatha.

Daniel met his wife Kimberly (Fisher) while in college at Southeastern Free Will Baptist College.

Daniel and Kimberly have three children, Aaron (8), Julianna (6), and Noah (4). 

President Matt Pinson said, “We’re elated to have Daniel Webster coming on board fulltime in

this capacity. He has just the right combination of background, talents, and skills for this job. But

what’s more, he sees this as a calling and ministry. Daniel is a great fit and will move us forward

as we get out on our new campus in Gallatin.” 

For more information on Welch College, visit welch.edu. 

McAffee Selected as Fellow in TICUA Executive Leadership Institute
Welch College Vice Provost Matthew McAffee has been selected

as a Fellow in the Executive Leadership Institute of the Tennessee

Independent Colleges and Universities Association (TICUA),

according to President Matt Pinson. The Executive Leadership

Institute is a new initiative of TICUA president Dr. Claude Presnell

to provide specialized training for upandcoming leaders in

Tennessee independent colleges and universities. 

“I am excited that Dr. McAffee will be taking part in this new insti

tute,” President Pinson said. “As a promising young leader at

Welch and our new Vice Provost, he will benefit greatly from the interaction with some of the

finest higher education leaders in the industry and will be able to bring these experiences to bear

in his leadership at Welch College.”

Speaking of the first session of the institute, which was held at Rhodes College in Memphis,

Presnell said, “It was an incredible success! The Fellows were hosted by Rhodes College presi

dent Bill Troutt for the twoday event. During this first session we provided the Fellows with

their personalized leadership assessment profile, explored the ‘thriving leaders’ framework, and

dug deep into the Institute’s first topic of institutional governance and board development.”  

Faculty for the Institute have included distinguished higher education leaders such as Dr. Rich

Morrill (chancellor of the University of Richmond), Dr. Bill Troutt (president of Rhodes

College), and Tim Fuller (senior VP/owner, CREDO). The Institute will gather at nine different

independent college and university campuses across Tennessee, once a month, over the 201617

academic year. The last meeting and graduation from the Institute will be in May of 2017.

A native of New Brunswick, Canada, McAffee is a 1999 graduate of Welch College. An M.Div.

graduate of Southern Seminary, he received his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from University of

Chicago. He has served fulltime at Welch since 2010, teaching as well as serving as Campus

Pastor, a role he gave up in August to serve as Vice Provost. 

McAffee has written numerous articles in popular and scholarly periodicals such as ONE

Magazine, the Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society, and the Journal of Biblical

Literature. He recently jointly authored the Welch College Press book, Sexuality, Gender, and the

Church: A Christian Response in the New Cultural Landscape. He and his wife, Anna, who serves

as women’s resident director at Welch, live oncampus with their four children, Abigail, Lydia,

Samuel, and Marianne. 

Ketteman
Student

Scholarship
Drive

February 26, 2017

The Ketteman Student Scholarship Drive, named after Paul Ketteman,
the first Welch College Student, is held the last Sunday of  February each
year. This drive raises funds for institutional scholarships that help lower
the cost for each student attending Welch. From his years of  work at the
college, Mr. Ketteman understood better than most how costly it is to
provide quality Christian education, and how important it is for churches
and individuals to provide regular, generous support. More than anyone
else, his work made us conscious of  the need to provide a legacy for
future generations.

Through your generous gifts to the Ketteman Student Scholarship Drive,
Welch College can continue to change the world one student at a time.



SPRINGFIELD (LITTLE MIAMI)

Philippians 3:14 "I press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus"
Hello from Springfield, we want to thank God

for all the blessings he has given thru this year.

We had our Christmas dinner at Collier's restau

rant and enjoyed a good time of fellowship.

Some  of  our  members  have  health  issues,

please   remember  our  church  in  your

prayers.

We are getting ready for a new year with our

candlelight service Jan 8th.

In 2017, may we all strive toward the mark of

the high calling. We need to be about our

Father's business.

Charles Crider, Pastor

Kristen Lemaster, Reporter

FAITH (SOUTH CENTRAL)

Greetings from Faith FWB Church! 

We would like to wish everyone a Happy New

Year! The busy holidays are over and it’s time to

focus on what we can accomplish this year for

God.

First, we would like to thank God that we had

another baptism since our last report!  God has

been good to us! 

On Monday, November 14th, the ladies of the

church met for a packing party.  There were 37

boxes prepared for shipment for Operation

Christmas Child!  At the next Sunday service,

we laid the packages on the altar for prayer.  It

is a rewarding ministry.

Nov. 16th we had our church Thanksgiving

dinner and a time of worship following the din

ner.  It was a good time of food, fellowship, and

enjoying praising our God together.

The Ladies of Faith had a vintage Christmas

Tea.  It was enjoyable to take time out of a busy

schedule to just focus on the true meaning of

Christmas.  The ladies enjoyed talking of old

Christmas traditions while enjoying cookies,

tea, and hot chocolate.  

The Christmas program went very well.  A

special thank you to the Action for Christ min

istry, under the direction of Sis. Racheal

Dicken, for all the hard work that was put in to

make our Christmas program a success.   We

would also like to thank the Sunday school

teachers for the participation of the Sunday

school classes.

We are thankful for God’s blessings on our

church and in our lives.  We ask His blessings

on all of you.

In His service.

Tony Vanover, Pastor

Teresa Gibson, Reporter
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FELLOWSHIP TRACT LEAGUE  

For all of your TRACT needs  

Call Rep. Tim Lapish at 
1-614-937-5746 or 
1-513-494-1075; 

Available for pulpit supply
timJL52@yahoo.com

OHIO MEN’S RETREAT

January 1921, 2017

SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, January 19th

1:00 PM  Registration

3:30 PM Will Harmon

5:00 PM Evening Meal (Churches AM)

5:30 PM Evening Meal (Churches NZ)

7:00 PM Tim Eaton

FRIDAY, January 20th

7:30 AM Breakfast (Churches NZ)

8:00 AM Breakfast (Churches AM)  

9:00 AM Tim Eaton

10:00 AM Break

10:30 AM Will Harmon

12:00 PM Lunch (Churches AM)

12:30 PM Lunch (Churches NZ)

Free Time for Prayer, Rest and Recreation

3:30 PM Attendance Awards

3:45 PM Tim Eaton

5:00 PM Evening Meal (Churches NZ)

5:30 PM Evening Meal (Churches AM)

6:30 PM Representatives 

7:00 PM Will Harmon

8:00 PM Mark Price, Moderator

Testimonies and Prayer in Individual Rooms

SATURDAY, January 21st

7:30 AM Breakfast (Churches AM)

8:00 AM Breakfast (Churches NZ)

9:00 AM Tim Eaton

10:00 AM Will Harmon

Dismiss until next year

Call the Ohio FWB Office at 614/751-1190 for more information

5%

5%

1%

The Coop plan was adopted for Ohio FWB

Churches back in 1974.  It is designed to support all

Ohio State and National ministries. It places us all

together.  I believe that it has been a blessing to our

state.  Let me mention several ministries we in Ohio

enjoy because of the Coop PlanThe Ohio Men’s

RetreatTeam ChurchThe Ohio Bible Institute

Our Pastor to PastorsWhy I Am a FWB Lesson

Revitalize Your Sunday School WorkshopsOhio’s

Pastors Retirement ProgramOhio State MissionsOhio Youth ConferenceInternational

Missions National Home MissionsFWB Bible College and many more.

One of the reasons that I like this plan is that it allows us to be all blessed together when the

offerings at the local church are up and all bear the burden together when they are down.

A second reason is that Coop supports the whole cause and all FWB ministries are support

ed.  I believe it would be safe to say that without the churches supporting the Coop Plan, we

would not have a Ohio State Office, Staff or Ambassador Church Supply. 

A third reason is that Coop is the same method we use to support our local churches.  We

place our offering to the church and allow it to be distributed as the local church so desires.

The Coop Plan does the same on the state level.

Fourthly, it allows us to make decisions together.  We meet every year at the Ohio State

Meeting and vote on how to distribute the Coop receipts.  Every church has a voice.

Lastly, it allows every dollar I give to my local church to be used to touch every State and

National FWB Ministry.  The local church that I am a member (Westerville FWB) gives a per

centage of all undesignated offerings to the Coop Plan and has for years.  All my tithes given

to the Westerville Church, I a percentage is used to support every Free Will Baptist ministry we

have.  I am grateful to have this opportunity to give.

I would like to encourage all of our churches to consider doing your part to support your state

and national ministries through the Coop Plan.

Why I Believe

in the Coop

Plan



MAIN STREET (LAWRENCE)

Hello and God bless to all from Main Street.

We pray all is well.

Here at Main Street on Oct. 6th we celebrat

ed Pastor Paul Bartum’s 86th birthday. We

love and appreciate him very much.

We enjoyed our Thanksgiving and

Christmas dinner. 

The children’s Christmas play on Dec. 20th

was a blessing. They worked hard and did a

great job. 

Our youth group is doing well on Tuesday

nights. Please keep the children in your

prayers.

As we celebrate the New Year here at Main

Street, we wish you a great New Year also.

May we bring the New Year in with much

prayers for all our lost family and friends. We

pray that we can reach them and lead them to

the LORD. May we always be found doing

the LORD’s work.

“And now, little children, abide in him; that,
when he shall appear, we may have confi
dence, and not be ashamed before him at his
coming.” I John 2:28.

Paul Bartrum, Pastor

Judy Layman, Reporter
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State-Wide
January 1921 Ohio Men’s Retreat, Heartland Retreat Center, Marengo, Ohio

Central Ohio
March 11 Franklin Conference Alternative Classes, 

February 4 Trinity Conference

Northern Ohio
January 14 CuyahogaLorain Conference

February 18 Northern Ohio Conference meeting at Bucyrus, Lyle Arnett, Pastor

Southern Ohio
January 28 Jackson Conference meeting at Rutland, Ed Barney, Pastor

February 4 Lawrence Conference meeting at Symmes Valley, JC Murnahan, Pastor

February 11 SouthCentral Conference meeting at Chillicothe First, Mitch Salyers, Pastor 

February 11 Pine Creek Conference meeting at Sciotodale, Aaron Reed, Pastor

Western Ohio
January 14 TriState ConferenceC
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OAK HILL (JACKSON)

Greetings. By the time you read this the holi

days will be over. The old year will be gone and

a brand New Year lies ahead.  We serve a great

big wonderful God and we look for great things

happening in 2017.

In November we were blessed to be able to

pass out food boxes in our community for

Thanksgiving.

Nov. 26th was our songfest. The Harbor

Family sang. They did a wonderful job and Sis.

Donna Harbor shared a wonderful testimony

of how God touched her during her illness.

Dec. 4th we were blessed by Bro. Rich

Bishop. He played the piano and sang. He also

preached a wonderful sermon from the Book of

Jude.

Dec. 11th was our Thanksgiving and

Christmas dinner. Our pastor, Bro. Allen

Simpson preached the morning service and

Bro. Danny Boggs preached in the afternoon.

Everyone enjoyed the good food and fellow

ship.

Until next time, God bless you and have a

Happy New Year!

Allen Simpson, Pastor

Sandy Clark, Reporter

HAMILTON GLADES (PORTER)

As our attention these last few weeks have

been upon Christmas, it's unfortunate that many

people have forgotten the true meaning of

Christmas. They  have turned from the observ

ing of the birth of Jesus to a more secular view

of the retail industry. It's very easy, even as

Christians, to get lost in the hustle and bustle of

what Christmas has become. 

We have been blessed with a wonderful con

gregation of giving people who have for the

past few years,  engaged ourselves in a new pro

gram of turning from the “give me" attitude to

the giving attitude. The fact that God gave the

very best gift to man in the form of a Savior is

the greatest of all gifts and should be reflected

in the attitude of His children, especially at this

time of year as well as all year round.

In our program we were asked to give an offer

ing with nothing to be taken out of the church's

treasury. This offering was then taken and

Christian Christmas cards were purchased as

well as gift cards. The cards were placed in an

envelope with the gift card and a paper with the

date and times of our Christmas play and

church service. We then took them and deliv

ered them to as many people in the community

as we could. 

Words can not tell of the blessings of appreci

ation and surprise on the faces of those who

received these. It is a marvelous and needed

thing to help evangelize the world by the giving

of special offerings to state and foreign mis

sions. Jesus has also instructed us to be a wit

ness to those that are here at home. Have we

forgotten this ministry?  

It's so much easier to send money to others in

order for them to be ministers for us, but this is

one simple but effective way of reaching our

local world for Jesus' sake. I have written this in

hopes that perhaps other congregations may

also want to enjoy this simple blessing of giving

that the Lord has blessed us with.

James E. Dummit, Pastor

Jennifer Dummitt, Reporter
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Co-op
Supports

ALL
Our Ministries!
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Ohio Men’s Retreat

Receive an offering for the Ohio
Mission Program. 

Help build new Free Will Baptists
Churches!

January 19-21, 2017
Heartland Retreat

Center
Marengo, Ohio

Registration forms, directions
and all information for the

retreat can be found at
www.OhioFWB.org

Cost
***140 to register after January 5th

(No Refunds after January 9th, but you can transfer
your registration to someone who is 

attending.) 

Tim Eaton Will Harmon

Ohio
Missions
Sunday
March 5,

2017


