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Minutes of the 79th Annual Session 

of the 

Ohio State Association

of 

Free Will Baptists

The 79th session of the Ohio State Association of Free

Will Baptists met June 2324, 2017, at Heritage Free Will

Baptist Church, Columbus, Ohio. The theme for the con

vention was "Stand”. Bro. David Chamberlain served as

song leader.  Sis. Deena Armstrong played the piano.

Friday Morning

At 9:30 AM, Clerk Bryon Justice called the meeting to

order and introduced the moderator, Rev. Mark Price.

Pastor Tim Stout welcomed the convention to Heritage Free

Will Baptist Church. The moderator’s message to the con

vention was taken from Hebrews 11:112, his theme was

“The Principle of Faith.”

The moderator called for the General Board Report. The

General Board met June 22, 2017, at Heritage Free Will

Baptist Church. Motion was made and carried to receive the

report and the business items included therein. Motion was

made and carried to table the proposed Ohio Constitution

until Saturday’s session when it will be brought before the

General Assembly for a vote.

The Moderator seated the convention delegates and intro

duced the various committee members that will be serving

in this year’s convention.  The Moderator then recognized

the visiting representatives of the various National

Departments and ministries.

Bro. Eugene Crouch gave the Board of Directors Report.

Motion made and carried to receive the report.

Executive Secretary Edwin Hayes gave a report of the

State Office and its ministries. Motion made and carried to

approve this report and to adopt the budget with the sub

mitted budget items and notes, and fund distribution pro

posal.  

Bro. Mike Gladson and Bro. Paul Etterling II gave the

report of the Ohio Home Missions Board. Bro. Travis

McKenzie gave an update report on the work in Ashland,

OH.  A motion was made and carried to approve these

reports and to adopt the proposed budget.  Motion was

made and carried to adopt the recommendation of the

General Board concerning the transfer of the London Free

Will Baptist Church property and appointing Bro. Tim Stout

as an agent to act on behalf of the Ohio Association in car

rying out this transfer.

Bro. Jason Luthy gave the OYC Report which included a

video featuring the winners of the 2017 OYC competitions.

A motion was made and carried to accept the report and

adopt the proposed budget along with the amendment note. 

Ohio Women Active for Christ (OWAC) Report was

given by Sis. Sarah Sargent. The theme for OWAC this year

was, “Praise Him.” The project for 20172018 will be,

$6,000.00 to be distributed to several ministries.  Motion

made and carried to receive the report.

National Women Active for Christ (WNAC) Report was

given by Sis. Phyllis York.  Motion was made and carried to

receive the report.

The moderator then appointed delegates to the National

Association meeting this year in Louisville, KY. Those

appointed were Geri Beal, Geri Baker, A.J. Dooley, Mark

McCarty and Mark Musetti.

The morning business session was adjourned for the wor

ship service.

In the worship service, The

Ohio Ministers Trio provid

ed special singing. An offer

ing of $194.00 was received.

Attendance was 108. Rev.

Jim Blankenship, Pastor of

Antioch FWB Church was

introduced to bring the mes

sage. The sermon topic was

“Standing in the Face of
Fear”.   Following the mes

sage the convention recessed

for lunch.

Friday Afternoon

After opening with a congregational song, Bro. Robert

Legg of FWB Family Ministries, gave devotional thoughts

from John 4:2324.

Miscellaneous Business

Bro. A.J. Dooley gave a report of the 2016 National

Association Meeting, which was received. 

Bro. Keith Burden gave a report from the FWB National

Executive Office, which was received.

Dr. Ron Hunter gave a report of Randall House

Publications, which was received.

Bro.  David Williford gave a report on Welch College,

which was received.  Dr. Jeff Cockrell, who heads the new

Master’s Degree program at Welch was introduced, and

shared about the program.

Bro. Sam McVay gave a report on International

Missions, which was received.

Bro. Brad Ransom gave the report on North American

Ministries, which was received.

Bro. David Brown, gave a report of the FWB Foundation,

which was received.

Bro. Mike Gladson gave a report on the FWB Board of

Retirement, which was received.

Bro. Robert Legg gave a report for the Free Will Baptist

Family Ministries which was received.

Ohio Moderators Present at the 2017 Ohio State Meeting from left to right:

Wendell Combs 19831986, Edwin Hayes 19871993, Robert Prichard 19942006,
Mike Mounts 2007 and Mark Price 2008Present

Continued on Page 3Rev. Jim Blankenship



Some Good Things To Know

Isaiah 43:15

We will face many difficulties in life. Sometimes the difficulties can

overwhelm us. They are bigger than we are and there seems to be no

earthly answer to them. However God has given Christians some facts that supersede all the trou

ble. That’s why we can have confidence and courage in the midst of all the problems. We find

them in the book of Isaiah. The prophet had been giving the people of Judah the message of

God’s judgement on them for their rebellion and disobedience.  But in the midst of this judge

ment, God gave these words of encouragement.  Even though they would be experiencing a time

of judgement, God wanted them to know that He still loved them and had not forsaken them. You

may be going through a difficult time yourself and feel like God has forsaken you.  In spite of the

circumstances here is what believers in Christ know. 

Believers Know That They Are Possessed by God (vs. 1)
God told Judah to “Fear not” because they were possessed by Him! He was their Creator. As the

Lord created the world He created God’s people.  He told Jeremiah that  “Before I formed thee in
the belly, I knew thee.” (Jeremiah 1:5) The Church knows that we are possessed by God because

we are created by God.  

Not only are Christians possessed by God because of creation, but we are possessed because of

God’s choice. Israel was chosen by God to be His people.  The Church is also chosen by God to

be His people. He called us by our name. To the United States Government, we don’t have a

name, we just have a number, but the Lord, He knows our name! He has chosen us.

God’s people are chosen for redemption into His purpose, adopted into His family, accepted into

His fellowship and redeemed into His salvation. (Ephesians 1:47)

God’s people are chosen for a relationship. We are now “Sons of God” (John 1:12) We are part of

God’s family of faith that includes Abraham, Israel, David, Paul, John, Peter and the great host of

God’s people of all ages.

It gives us great comfort to know that we are possessed by God!

Believers Know That They Are Protected by God (vs. 23) 
The people of Judah were about to face many hazards. Babylon was coming and going take them

into captivity. The Lord wanted them to know that even with these trying times, He still was pro

tecting them. 

He said that when they passed through the waters that He would be with them.  Many times in

Scripture God protected His people through the waters.  It may have been through the flood, the

Red Sea or the Sea of Galilee, the Lord protected His people.  God has surely brought us through

the waters. 

He said also that He would protected through the fire.  When the three Hebrews were cast in

Nebuchadnezzar’s fire, the Lord saw that no harm came to them.  He has helped on many occa

sions with fiery trials seeing that they did not consume us.

Believers Know That They Are Precious in the Sight of God (vs. 45)
How do believers know they are precious? The people of Judah were priceless to Him because

He would pay a high price for them. The Church knows this as well because of the high price
God was willing to pay. He gave the best heaven had to offer His “only begotten son” for His

people.  They are not redeemed with “corruptible things as silver and gold,.... But with the pre
cious blood of Christ,”.

They know because of the promises God has given.  He promised Judah restoration after their

judgement. He has promised the Church forgiveness, peace, joy and hope, along with the promis

es of salvation, sanctification and glorification to all who believe on Him.

They know because of His presence. He let Judah know that He would be with them as they were

in captivity. He told the disciples that as they served that  “I am in the midst.” (Matthew 18:20)

and “lo I am with you alway,...”. (Matthew 28:20)

Thy know because of Our prospects. Judah had great prospects.  After their captivity they were

going to return and rebuild their nation and Jesus would enter Jerusalem.  Those in Christ have

great prospects as well. We are going to become conformed to the image of His Son. We will be

like Him!

These are good things to know in the day we live, that we are possessed by God, protected by

God and are precious in the sight of God. Do you know these good things for

yourself?

Edwin Hayes
Executive Secretary
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The moderator shared that Mark Musseti, who

was elected as a delegate to the 2017 National

Convention, would not be able to attend and

motion was made and carried to elect  Manuel

Lopes as a delegate.

The afternoon business session was adjourned

until Saturday morning.

Friday Evening

Assistant Moderator Tom Dooley welcomed

the congregation and led worship. Bro. David

Chamberlain led the congregation in singing.

An offering of $5,536.00 was received.

Attendance was 190 with 100 of those attending

the OYC service. Special singing was provided

by Paul James Sound, from Southwest FWB. 

Rev. Travis McKenzie, Home Missionary to

Ashland, OH, was introduced to bring the mes

sage. The sermon topic was “Stand Against a
Formidable Foe.” 

Benediction.

Saturday Morning

At 9:30 AM, Deacon Jesse Luthy, of the

Ambassador FWB in Cincinnati, OH, gave

devotional thoughts from Ecclesiastes 4:912.

The moderator then called for committee

reports.

Motion was made and carried to lift the consti

tution change from the status of tabled and to

adopt the addition to Section 16 of the Ohio

State Association constitution as presented in

Friday morning’s session.

Miscellaneous Reports

The Resolution Committee submitted a reso

lution affirming our denominational stand on

God’s Word.  Motion was made and carried to

adopt the resolution.

The Obituary Committee report was given:

Since we last met in June 2016, the fellow

believers, listed in the next column, have gone

to be with the Lord. Motion was made and car

ried to approve the report.  A moment of silence

was held to remember these.

The Appreciation Committee report was

given and a motion was made and carried to

approve the report.  

The Registration Committee report was read.

Total registration was 219; 54 Ministers,   10

Deacons, 13 Delegates, 57 Visitors, and 85

Youth.

The Clerk then read the 504 Report which will

be sent to the National Association Meeting in

Louisville, KY, which was approved.  

The Nominating Committee report was given

and acted upon. For offices with term ending in

2018: Moderator, Mark Price, elected;

Assistant Moderator, Tom Dooley, elected;

Clerk, Bryon Justice, elected; Assistant Clerk,

Manuel Lopes, elected.

Executive Committee for 2017  2018:

Charles Crider, Jeremy Luthy, Dan King, and

Russell Street, elected.

General Board for term ending in 2019:  :

Randall Keffer (Capital City); Russell Street

(Central Ohio); Robert Prichard (Cuyahoga

Lorain); William Chadwick (Franklin); Mike

Martin (Great Lakes); Ed Barney (Jackson);

Tim Crank (Lawrence); Charles Crider (Little

Miami); Ronnie Conn Jr. (Northeastern);

Jeremy Luthy (TriState) 

For OYC Board Member term ending 2024:

Deanna Price, elected.  Bro Mike Ellis was

elected to fill the unexpired term of J.D Webb

who will commissioned as a missionary to

Brazil.

For Board of Directors term ending 2024:

Eugene Crouch, elected.

For State Missions Board term ending 2024:

Wendell Combs, elected.

The Moderator appointed the Nominating

Committee for 2018 as follows:  Mark Bailey,

Chairman, Billy Parson and Jeremy Luthy.

The Moderator then appointed Bro. Roland

Luthy as Prayer Committee Chairman.  Sis.

Sue Moore was appointed as Registration

Committee Chairperson. Both will serve for

the 2018 State Association meeting.

A motion made and carried to adjourn from

business for the 2017 session.

Bro. Jared Mounts, provided special singing.

An offering of $98.00 was received. The total

State Ministry Offering totaled $5,828.00

Attendance was 128 with  52  of those attending

the OYC service. 

Rev. Keith Burden, FWB Executive Secretary,

was introduced to bring the message. The ser

mon topic was, “Stand for the Faith”.  

Benediction. 

Bryon J. Justice, Clerk 

Ohio State Association of Free Will Baptists

Obituaries2017

Garnett Sue Adams Cora Alsept

Joann Barstow Todd Burns

Doug Burr Molly Bickle

Rosa Borders Jeannie Bowden

Beverly Lou Burns Todd Burns

Dennis Cartee Avery Carter

Mary Carter Fred Cartmell

Hazel Carver Oakley Chapman

Betty Collins Ivel Conley

Pam Ennamorato Tony Ennamorato

John O. Etterling Alka Fitzpatrick

Phyllis Fulk Ralph Geyer

Louann Gibson Fostella Gilliam

Marjorie Gillispie Evelyn Hall

Lorita “Rita” Mae Hensley Ollie Hill

Jackie Horn Jerry Huff

Grace Hughes Regina Hughes

Veronica Jackson Charles Johnson

Junnnie Jones Ruth Jones

Denver Kilgore Marie King

Fellie Mack Shirden Knight Charlie Leesburg

Karen Losovs David “Mickey” Manson

Nora Lee McCarty Linda Lou McKibben

Pearl “June” Miller Ollie A. McClone Newman

James Nichols Annabelle Palkovacs

Beverly Perkins Joyce Powers

Henry Pulley Norman Ramey

Abby Lynn Ruby John Sammons

Eleanor Scott Dreama Shuck

Sam Spradlin Gary Staton

Monroe Stone Lucille Washburn

Martha Waugh Pauline White

Bessie M. Williams Margaret Withrow

Amy Wise Ed Young

Ministers

Rev. David Adkins Rev. John Daniels

Rev. Don Hix Rev. Eddie Kennedy Sr.

Rev. Harold Owens Rev. Gene Peak

Rev. William Clifton Thompson

Rev. Joe Walters

Deacons

Charles Branham Charles Deboard

Dennis Moore Sr. Glen Spears

Missionaries

James Combs
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HUNDRED DOLLAR FRIDAY NIGHT
OFFERING FOR OHIO 
STATE MINISTRIES

Our offering totaled $6,028.00 from at least 52

churches, ministries or conferences. 

The offering was divided among our three Ohio

State Departments:

50% to our State Mission Program

40% to our State Office

10% to our Ohio Youth Conference

Thanks go to the following churches and conferences

who gave to the State Ministry Offering: Ambassador,
Beatty, Bethesda Chapel, Bloom, Carey, Christian Fellowship, Cleveland,

Columbus First, CommunityWest Jefferson, Compassion, Cornerstone
Conference, Dean Road, DeForest Road, Fairborn, FaithCleveland, First
Clyde, First Springfield, Forest Valley, Friendly, Gahanna, Garden City,
Harrison, Hamilton Glades, Heritage, High Street, Lebanon, Lighthouse

Elsmere, Lima, Lockbourne, Madison, Marysville, McArthur, Mount Hope,
Newark, New HopeChillicothe, North, Ohio Youth Conference, Porter,

Redeemer, Rittman Community, Scioto, Sciotodale, Shelby, South Charleston,
Springfield, Turkey Creek, Unity, Urbana, Wakefield, Westside, Woodstock

and Woodland Chapel.
If your church gave to the State Ministry Offering and is not listed above,

please let us know.

Rev. Travis McKenzie

Rev. Keith Burden

2018 Ohio Executive Committee from left to right 

First row, Jeremy Luthy, Moderator Mark Price, Dan King, Charles Crider,
Second row, Clerk Bryon Justice, Assistant Moderator Tom Dooley and

Assistant Clerk Manuel Lopes.



HARRISON (PORTER ASSOCIATION)

Since our last report we have had the opportu

nity to have as our guests: Jerry and Barbara

Gibbs (missionaries to France), Tyler & Kellie

Penn (missionaries to international students at

the University of Illinois), and Steve Lytle

(longtime missionary to Panama). They chal

lenged us to continue to faithfully fulfill

Christ’s Great Commission.

We just concluded a week of VBS: Operation

Arctic. We are truly grateful for all our VBS

staff who served so graciously. We are especial

ly thankful for the three young ladies who pro

fessed Jesus as their Savior. 

Rejoice! from Welch College was with us on

Sunday morning, June 25.  Sunday evening,

July 9, 6:30 pm, we will be having several

young people with us who will be representing

the state of Ohio at this year’s NYC. There will

be singing, sign language, and Bible memoriza

tion. Adam McCarty, from the First

Springfield Church, will be our guest speaker

that evening.

We are also pleased to host this year’s Porter

Association Revival: August 2023, with David

Crowe (Executive Director of North American

Ministries). Sunday evening will begin at 6 pm.

Monday through Wednesday at 7 pm.

Mike Mounts, Pastor & Reporter

SWAUGER VALLEY (PINE CREEK)

What a wonderful blessing to serve the Lord!

Swauger Valley held special services Mother’s

Day and Father’s Day with special singing and

preaching and honoring our eldest mother and

father in the church.  

We enjoyed a wonderful VBS, seeing youth

and adult souls saved and rededicated.  We then

concluded the VBS week with our annual

Sunday School picnic full of fellowship and

fun.  

Homecoming services will be July 30th with

special singing by Kyle & Brittany Shaeffer

and with Bro. Chris Oiler preaching.  

We continue to thank and praise the Lord for

moving in our church family and in the lives of

new converts.  If you are in our area, don’t for

get our bimonthly Senior Luncheon August 4th.

Join us for a free lunch and great fellowship!

Mike Simpson, Pastor

Laura Simpson, Reporter

GERMANY HOLLOW (PINE CREEK)

Greeting from Germany Hollow.

What a busy spring and early summer for our

congregation! We had four of our youth gradu

ate from high school: Jessi Wagner, Amber

Nesbit, Max Bayless and Zane Jackson. We all

joined in their celebrations with graduation

cookouts at our church. We pray for God’s pro

tection and they take God with them as they

begin the next phase of their life’s journey. 

We joined and enjoyed fellowship with some

other local churches as they baptized several

newly saved people. It was certainly a wonder

ful Sunday afternoon. Praise God! He still is

moving! 

We dismissed our Wednesday evening servic

es to attend Antioch’s first annual tent revival

for our little Vernon community. Once again it

was a little taste of heaven for so many local

churches to come together for worship. Great

singing, testimonies and preaching by Bro.

Garret Fitch. 

Last, but not least, one of our young Christian

couples were married on June 10th. Lacey Bays

and Wesley Bame were united in holy matrimo

ny, with our pastor, Steve Luster officiating the

wedding ceremony. We wish them the best. 

In closing, let us keep each other in our prayers

in the coming months. Until next time, God

bless you all from Germany Hollow.

Steve Luster, Pastor

Carolyn Crall, Reporter

FAITH (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

God is good.  We are blessed.

We all enjoyed the MotherDaughterFriend

Banquet.  There was plenty of food and good

fellowship.  Sister Christine Rhodes always

does a beautiful job with the decorating.  We

had a very good Mother’s Day. All the mothers

were given a carnation.

May 21st, Lelia Boyd from Princeton W.Va.

did a good job singing in the morning service.

Sister Marilyn Hassink was in the hospital for

two days and she is out now doing well.  She is

very faithful to the church.

We have three seniors from the church gradu

ating this year.  We’re very proud of them.  On

May 28th the church presented them with a

Bible.  They are Michael Rhodes, Autumn

Thomas and Brittany Sizemore.  They will be

having their graduation parties.

Ray Kilner enjoyed his birthday, his 50th, with

a party.

On June 4th we had a baptism at the church.

Rachel Sizemore and Chris Tanko were bap

tized.  We thank the Lord for that.

James and Starla Dean sang for us June 11th in

the evening service.  We always enjoy them.

For Father’s Day we had food and fellowship

after the evening service.  We appreciate our

fathers. too.

God’s blessings to all.

Lester McMahan, Pastor

Geraldine McMahan, Reporter

GALION UNITY (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Our church has a special praise item.  We have

been trying to get a baptistery installed at our

church for approximately 27 years.  There have

been various reasons preventing this, but this

month we were able to get one installed.  Thank

you Lord for answer to prayer!

Our youth attended church camp the last week

of June.  We had seven who attended.  More on

this next issue.

We have a special prayer request.  Our pastor,

Dave Bates is fighting liver disease and will

need a transplant.  In the meantime, he will need

to travel weekly to Columbus for treatment.  We

will be having a garage sale on July 21 & 22,

with the proceeds going to him towards his trav

el and/or medical expenses.  Please pray that

our pastor obtains a liver soon and that our

fundraiser is successful in assisting him with his

expenses.  Thank you!

Dave Bates, Pastor

Dottie Pugh, Reporter

REDEEMER (CENTRAL OHIO)

A life welllived and a beloved pastor sudden

ly called home.  We will miss him and all that

he still had to teach us.  But we will go on

because that is also what he taught us – we are

the church and we are to continue to try to reach

a lost and dying world until that day that we also

are called home.

It is our goal, it is our mission, it is his legacy.

You are missed, Pastor Donald Hix.  Well

done!

Please pray for our church while we are in

transition as well as continuing to pray for

Dottie Hix and family.

Nena Dillon, Reporter

UNITED (CAPITAL CITY)

God bless America, land that I love!

Hello from United FWB Church.

We have seen God’s blessings on our little

church as He continues to bless us with visitors,

new members and people being saved. The new

ministries being started and doing well. 

Our hearts have been saddened with the death

of a long time founding member at the age of

96. Mr. Golden Clay went home to be with the

Lord.  Many have serious illnesses in our

church right now, but we still “Keep on keeping

on” as Golden Clay would say often. 

We are working for the Lord and preparing for

summer activities for adults and children which

includes a walkathon, a trip to the Butterfly

house and some are going to the revival in

Crossville, TN at Bro. Mike McCoy’s church. 

We are preparing for our own revival August

1719th. Please mark your calendars and plan to

come join us as we begin on the 17th with Bro.

Jason Meade preaching and The

Representatives singing. The 18th Bro. Travis

McKenzie will be preaching and Paul James

Sound will be singing. On the 19th Bro. Jim

McComas will be preaching and both himself

and Bro. James Swank will be singing. A bake

sale will be held each evening with donations

being taken for our building fund.  We ask to

please be in prayer for the revival. 

June 18th, we had our Father’s Day service

with a fellowship meal after the service titled

“Garden of Eatin”, which consisted of garden

vegetables, fruits, and salads and one 3pork

salad, if you want to know that was bacon,

breakfast Italian sausage, sausage links all

together and covered with a dressing that

looked very much like sausage gravy.

God bless each of you with a safe and happy

summer.

Randy Keffer, Pastor

Faye Griffith, Reporter

PURITAN (SOUTHCENTRAL)

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ from Puritan FWB Church. The

Lord has been blessing our services and answer

ing prayers.

Some ladies from our church attended the Real

Women’s Retreat and had a wonderful time.

Our teens had a great time at camp in June, as

well as a funfilled Vacation Bible School!

Our prayer is for everyone to have a safe and

enjoyable summer, but always give praise to our

Lord for the many blessings He gives us.

Continue to pray for our sick and shutins.

Blessings.

Jamie Fortner, Pastor

Rhonda Fortner, Reporter

CENTERBURG (CAPITAL CITY)

We want to thank God for all His goodness and

mercies, He is such an awesome God!

Now that summer is here, let’s not forget that

the church doors are still open. Take every

opportunity to be in the Lord’s house.  It’s easy

to stay home when the weather is beautiful and

so much to do. 

We thank the Lord for the three souls that were

saved and one baptized.  Please remember them

in your prayers.

On June 4th we recognized the pillars of our

church. We thank them for being an example to

us.  May we follow faithfully in their footsteps:

Eloise and Chuck Freeman, Bonnie Moore,

Dora Lou Caudill, Glenn and Barb Hinkle,

Butch and Anna Edwards, Betty Evans.

On June 11th we ordained Jeff Bradford as

deacon. Pray for him and his wife Michelle, that

they will always have the Lord in the center of

their lives.

It won’t be long until our new church is com

plete.  Continue praying with us for the Lord’s

will to be done in the building project.  And that

we won’t lose sight that it is for God’s glory, not

ours.

We greatly desire your prayers for our upcom

ing events in July.  The Teen Youth Camp is July

9th14th.  And VBS is July 17th21st.  Let’s not

forget to lift up our pastors and their families to

God in prayer daily.  They are there for us 24/7.

We should also be there for them.

Our prayers go out to each sister church that

the summer will be one of serving the Lord with

your whole heart.  And that souls will be saved

for the Kingdom of God. Until next time, if the

Lord should tarry. 

Mark Tuggle, Pastor

Sandy McDowell, Reporter
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Bethlehem Without Pastor

Blackfork Without Pastor

Eifort                           Without Pastor

McGuffey Don Webb

Neville Tim Cook

Old Kyger Without Pastor

Summit Station Without Pastor

Tick Ridge Rick Arthur

Trinity Paul Collins retired

Union Without Pastor

Zion #3 Without Pastor

Pastor
Changes

Church
News

Convention Services to be Streamed in English, Spanish

The Media Commission will stream 2017 convention worship services live from

Louisville, according to Chairman Travis Penn. In addition, business reports given by

departments and commissions will be available for viewing.

For the first time in its 81year history, the convention will additionally offer a live

stream of the worship services in Spanish. Pastor Jose Rodriguez, long time Spanish

interpreter at the convention, will provide simultaneous translation.  

Archives of past convention services (dating to 2009) are available at

www.nafwb.org/media. 

Links to the live stream will be provided at www.nafwb.org/convention. A schedule

of convention events will be published on the site in the coming weeks. Services

begin each evening at 7:00 pm EDT. 



Beverly A. Perkins, 73,

of Leesburg, passed

away May 10th at her

residence. She was born

May 28, 1943 in Dayton,

the daughter of the late

Denver and Addie

(Gilliam) Brown.

Besides her parents, she

was preceded in death by

a brother, Cecil Brown; and a sister, Carolyn

Brown.

Beverly was a member of the Samantha FWB

Church and served as a Sunday School teacher

for 50 years. She was a loving wife, mother, sis

ter and a dear friend to all.

On Aug. 3, 1967 she was united in marriage to

Pastor Wiley Perkins, who survives. She is also

survived by two sons, Jeffrey B. (Peggy)

Perkins of New Vienna and Jonathan W. Perkins

of Leesburg; and one brother, Francis Brown of

Dayton.

Her funeral services were held May 13th at the

Samantha FWB Church. 

Rev. Donald W. Hix,

74, of Woodstock, went

home to be with the

Lord June 9th in Mercy

Memorial Hospital,

Urbana.

He was born February

14, 1943 in Grove City,

the son of Henry and

Edna (Ward) Hix. Rev.

Hix was ordained in June 1966. In March of

1973, he was called to pastor in his home

church, Woodstock FWB Church, where he pas

tored 26 years of his 50 years of pastoral serv

ice. He retired from Honda in 2004. Don cher

ished his wife, adored his children and grand

children, and led his family by modeling

Christ's marriage to the church. There was no

better example of how to lead a family than Don

Hix. Don enjoyed doing yard work and could

often be found mowing the yard, planting flow

ers, or weeding the garden.

Donald was survived by his loving wife of 56

years, Dorothy Hix; Tamara (Dwayne) Brewer,

Tracie (Dale) House and Amy (London) Rogan;

grandchildren, Dawn, Drake, DeAndra,

Destanee, Chelsie, Halie, Tabitha and Jaxon;

greatgrandchildren, Desirae, Dristian, Jocelyn,

Zayden, Kailynn and Kane; sister, Linda (Rev.

Jim) Blankenship; as well as several nieces and

nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, sib

lings, Russell "Bud," Carl, Robert and Mildred.

Services were held at the Woodstock FWB

Church June 13th with Pastor Mike Mounts

officiating. 

Ivel Conley, 83 of

Springfield passed away

June 7th in Good

Shepherd Village. She

was born in Johnson

County, KY Nov. 10,

1933, the daughter of

Millard and Edith

Barker. Ivel was a wonderful homemaker and

cook. She also liked working in her flowers and

garden. She enjoyed spoiling Denise, Andy, Ben

and Baylee: they were her world. Ivel was a

proud member of the Beatty FWB Church. She

was preceded in death by her parents; sister

Marie Back; soninlaw Roger “Skip”

Vonderheide” five nephews and two nieces.

Survivors include her husband Duelas Conley,

whom she married June 17, 1954; daughter

Denise Vonderheide; sister Faye Baldwin;

grandchidren Andrew and Benjamin

Vonderheide; greatgrandson Baylee; special

nieces Wanda Estep and Linda Back.

Rev. C. Curtis Sheets, age 83, of Grove City,

Ohio, went home to be with the Lord on

Tuesday, June 27th. He was the pastor of

Pleasant View Baptist Church for 46 years and

5 years in Tampa, Florida. Preceded in death by

mother Garnet B. WatsonSheets and father

Carroll R. Sheets. Left to cherish his memory,

loving wife of 65 years, Kathryn M. Graham

Sheets; son, Rockie A. Sheets (Loretta); daugh

ters, LuAnne Emrick (Virgil) and Robin

Nichols (David); 12 grandchildren; 27 great

grandchildren; two special furry puppies, Sissy

and Toby; a couple of little wild ducks; and a

host of other family and friends. 

Services were held July 1st, at Pleasant View

Baptist Church, with Rev. John Meade officiat

ing. 

Petra “Petie”

Margarita Alsept, 79 of

Washington CH passed

away June 30th at her

residence. She was born

April 29, 1938 to the late

Antonio Vasquez and

Jessie Salazar Martinez

in Long Beach,

California. Petie was a member of the South

Charleston FWB Church and was a charter

member of Woodlawn FWB Church. Petie

leaves behind her husband, Rev. Bert Alsept. 

In addition to her parents, Petie is preceded in

death by first husband, Rev. Arthur Pete

Maynard. In addition to her husband, she is sur

vived by her sons Mike (Teresa) Maynard of

Grove City and Heze (Lisa) Maynard of Fresno,

CA; daughters Angela (Randy) Friend of

Galloway and Lisa Fite of Upland, CA; grand

children Michael (Chelsa) Maynard, Jacob

(Abby) Maynard, Kimberlee Fite, Tony Fite and

Ricky Fite; great grandchildren Kathryn Hope

Maynard, Titus Daniel Scott Maynard, Faith

Ellen Maynard and Ava Michelle Maynard and

several nieces nephews and cousins.

Her services were held July 6th at the South

Charleston FWB Church with Rev. Heze A.

Maynard and Rev. Bert Alsept officiating.

Rev. Paul Thompson,

former pastor of the

Heritage FWB Church in

Columbus passed away

Wednesday, June 28th in

Gilbert AZ. 

His service is to be held

July 15th at the

Compassion Church in

Gilbert AZ. (Formerly Heritage FWB Church

where Bro. Paul pastored.)

At the time of printing the Ambassador the

obituary was not completed, so we will plan to

have it in the next issue of the Ambassador.

Cora L. Alsept, 72, of

Hillsboro, passed away

Thursday morning, April

20th at Miami Valley

Hospital. She was born

Oct. 4, 1944, in

Georgetown, the daugh

ter of the late Raymond

Virgil Sr. and Helen A. (Hays) Oberschlake.

She is survived by a son, the Rev. Bert (Petra)

Alsept of Washington Court House; a special

niece with whom she made her home, Teresa

(Bobby) Hall of Hillsboro; two sisters, Betty

Kelsey of Winchester and Sandra (Charles) Belt

of Fayetteville; two brothers, Raymond

(Bonnie) Oberschlake of Lynchburg and

William (Mary) Oberschlake of Kentucky; and

many other nieces and nephews, greatnieces

and greatnephews.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in

death by her husband, Fleming D. Alsept; a

brother, Ralph Leon Oberschlake; and a niece,

Mary Pratt.

Her funeral service was held April 25th at the

Hillsboro FWB Church with Rev. Richard

Burns officiating.

BLOOM (PINE CREEK)

We were blessed with a great VBS again this

year! We averaged over 80 each evening as we

learned about God, the Maker of us All. We

appreciate Lori Stonerock Osborne and all the

many who help in this blessed and fun summer

time ministry. Our youth use their talents for the

Lord in our services.Monthly on the last Sunday

they present songs, scriptures, puppets & skits

in our evening service.  Bro. Shawn Campbell,

youth pastor always gives a great message to all

the church during the youth night service.

Other preachers recently at Bloom have been

Chris Oiler and Jerod Klaiber. We are espe

cially thankful to have Sis. Anita Oiler and fam

ily back and always enjoy her testimonies.  

Bro. Chris has been helping in area churches

and holding meetings and we enjoy having he,

Melissa, Kate and Mark. Chris is a blessed

"singing preacher" in our Bloom family.  We are

blessed to have several singing preachers with

Pastor Kenny Klaiber, Associate Pastor, Allen

Harner and Mike Allen to bless us with God's

word in Scripture and special singing.

High School graduates honored with a new

Bible: Drew Dutiel, Hayley Dawn Klaiber,

Christopher McKnight, Denalyn Faith Rogers;

College Graduates honored with gift certifi

cates: Kari Cheek, Derec Jones, Danielle Lewis.

God bless them all in their future education and

careers, and especially pray as Chris McKnight

has joined the Army and in basic training now.

Sis. Cindy Cole is coordinating our Back Pack

& School Supplies and we hope to help 75 kids

in our BloomVernon School District as school

starts this fall. We also will be donating to the

new shoes for kids program within our area.  

Our  Bloom  Church family  pray  for  many

on our prayer list, and always for revival to

break out in a mighty way in all of our church

es as we work to see souls saved and ready for

heaven! 

Kenny Klaiber, Pastor

Diana Claxon Stonerock, Reporter

MADISON (PORTER)

On May 12th we had our Mother/Daughter

banquet. Emma Stevens, president of our ladies

auxiliary, was the speaker. She asked if there

was any one that wanted to bring a hat with

them and share the memories that went with

them. There were ladies that shared their mem

ories. We all had great fellowship and shared

some tears, which usually happens at our

Mother/Daughter banquets. 

On Mother’s Day we had “Muffins with

Mom” after Sunday school. We had pastor elec

tion on May 21st, Rodney Evans was unani

mously reelected as pastor of our church.

On June 4th we had our homecoming, with

special preaching by Bro. Bob Smith and won

derful singing by Erin Smith and Andrew

Smith along with Tyran Ellis. It was a very

uplifting and blessed service. After the morning

service we had lunch provided by the ladies of

the church. It was great fellowship and good

food. When everyone finished eating we had

our “picking and grinning” and we joined in

singing. 

On Father’s Day we had “Donuts with Dad”

after Sunday School. 

We had VBS from June 1923rd. We had

between 20 to 26 children every night. When

you add the Bible school helpers we had

between 50 to 55 people per night. On Saturday,

June 24th we had our program. The church was

filled with parents and loved ones of the chil

dren who attended VBS. We had food and

inflatables, popcorn and cotton candy. It was a

great blessing for me to spend the week with the

kids and watch them learn about Jesus and have

a great time.

Our church picnic and revival will be coming

up in the next couple of months.

Rodney Evans, Pastor

Tammy Martin, Reporter

MCGUFFEY (NORTH & WESTERN

“This is the day which the Lord hath made; we
will rejoice and be glad in it.” Ps. 118: 24

McGuffey FWBC is always rejoicing!

Although we are sad in a way that our beloved

Pastor David Trusty has decided to retire, we

thank God that he sent the perfect replacement

to us a few months ago. Bro. Don Webb is our

new pastor and he and his lovely wife Rose are

true blessings to the church.

On Saturday night, June 10th, our little church

was filled with the beautiful southern gospel

music of The Fishermen.  A great time was had

by all!

We invite everyone to our church on Saturday

night, August 19th, at 7 pm for another evening

of southern gospel music by the Randy Nichols

Family. We believe it will be a blessing to you!

May God bless us all and we hope everyone

has a great summer!

Don Webb, Pastor

Sue Smith, Reporter
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Condolences

Attention: Ambassador Reporters

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE!
The deadline for the September-October

Issue will be Noon, September 1st
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The following singers and singing
groups are available to come and sing
in your church for revivals or special

services.

Baldwin Family Bluegrass Singers, Rosedale,
Call Chuck Baldwin  (937) 926-3177    Baldwin777@roadrunner.com
Bobby Siders, Columbus, (Southern Gospel) (614) 778-9250
Born Again Gospel Singers, Harry or Irene Litton (740) 927-5319 
Cross Pointe Trio, Lancaster, Call Bill Pitts (740) 438-7750
wpitts@columbus.rr.com Website www.crosspointetrio.com
David Giddens, Marysville, (937) 642-2121   jgiddens@urec.net
Day 3, Scott & Sheri Noel (740) 574-6635  sdnoel07@yahoo.com
Enabling Grace, Woodstock, (Country and Bluegrass Gospel) (937) 717-8783
Faith Gospel & Contemporary Christian Music, Sidney, Call Pam Moorman
(937) 492-1059  ladypam@bright.net
Faith in Action, Marion, Call Marjorie Abrams at (740) 383-5405 or Pleasant
Hill FWB, (740) 363-5295  Attention: Marjorie Abrams or Bob Chaffin or email
songlady_99@yahoo.com
God's Ambassadors, Gahanna,  Call Judy Spires (614) 475-4689
Gospel Ambassadors, Rittman, Call Greg Marcum (330) 927-9057 
Ethan Hutchinson, Somerset, (740) 892-4001 
www.ethanhutchinsonofficial.com/fr_home.cfm
Jerry Branscomb, Chillicothe, (740) 637-1228
Justifyed, Lancaster, 43130 (614) 271-4599 robertk14@mail.com
Facebook under group name .. Justifyed
Just Forgiven Singing Ministries, Dayton, (Southern Gospel) (937) 280-3840 or
(614) 309-2512
Headed Home-Singing For The Lord, Oak Hill, Call Jim Evans (740) 682-6109
or Robert Gamble (740) 682-0042
Lord Willing, Wellston, (740) 418-9992, lovdaisynewf@gmail.com
Mike Blanton & Evidence, Grove City, (614) 871-2795
Mike Kisling, Hillsboro, (937) 393-2084
Nina Nash, Leesburg, (Southern Gospel Sound Tracks) (937) 780-6865
gnash2@cinci.rr.com
Ounce of  Hope, Delaware, (Southern Gospel) (740) 363-4576
Paul James Sound, Columbus, (614) 668-8916  paul@pauljamessound.com
Website: www.pauljamessound.com
Ruth Hammond, Grove City, (614) 440-0694  ruthandkevin77@gmail.com
Rob Goodman, Newark, (740) 345-3233
Rowena and George Walker, Dayton, (937) 258-8317
Searching Lights, Galloway,  (614) 878-6784
Stacy Edwards, Hilliard, (614) 604-4126, (614) 319-4399
stacy@stacyedwards.com Website:  www.stacyedwards.com
Steve Russell, Marengo, (740) 972-6729  steverussell@muscian.net
Steve Fyffe, Xenia, (937) 374-9032  stv4314@aol.com
Sword Family, Middleburg Heights, (440) 747-7436.
Terry Collins & Victory, Hillsboro,  (937) 840-9808
The Castle/Maxwell Project, Grove City, Call Dan Castle 614/746-4982 or
email castle.maxwell.project@gmail.com
The Blankenship Family, Mount Sterling, (740) 869-2423 
The Family of  God, Logan, Call Steve E. Gross (740) 603-1583
The Hambys, Dublin, (Southern Gospel) (614) 873-1215
The Spiritual Echoes, Circleville, Call Rick Moore  (614) 595- 9776 or Delores
Moore (614) 491-9502
Violet Maynard, Columbus, (614) 759-7486  violet@violetmaynard.com
Undivided, Grove City, Call Mike or Sheri France (614) 352-3368
Undivided96@aol.com

If  you would like your group to be included, please send me your group name, what local
FWB Church you are a member of, your address, and phone number.  I will add you the list in

the next issue of  the Ambassador. 
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Ohio Youth

Conference News

We are praising the Lord for another

great state meeting!  Thank you to every

one who listened to our 2016 report and

voted to accept it and our 2018 budget.

Congratulations to Jacob Lute for being

this year’s $1,000 college scholarship

winner.  In order to continue with our

scholarship opportunities and state meet

ing activities, we will need the continued

support of the churches of the state of

Ohio.  We have been blessed by you in the past, and ask that you consider contin

uing generous support of the youth of the state.  

We are glad to have Deanna Price (Porter) for another term and welcome Mike

Ellis (Heritage) onto the board.  

Once again,

our Friday

evening serv

ice and laser

tag were well

attended.  We

had 100 in

attendance in

our elemen

tary and jun

ior/senior

high servic

es!  

The great

thing was that

most returned

Saturday morn

ing for Q&A.    

Our special

guest speaker

Aaron

Pontious did

an excellent job

in both servic

es.  We pray

that our youth

had their faith strengthened by his Friday mes

sage and Saturday Q&A.  

Don’t forget to support our competitors at the

National Association in Louisville July 1619th.

Have a great summer!

Jackson Conference

Revival 
with Edwin Hayes

August 2125th 

7pm Nightly

Coalton FWB

Church

24 Second Street

Coalton, Ohio 45621



GRACE

Hello everyone and blessings from Grace

FWB. Summer is finally here and we are

blessed with longer warm summer days, the

kids are out of school, so lets pray for their safe

ty. Our young Christian here at our church Bro.

Nick graduated June 1st. We are all so proud of

him. We know God has great plans for him and

pray he continues to follow the Lord.

We pray that everyone's churches are doing

well and prospering. God is still blessing our lit

tle church, we continue to have our faithful that

love the Lord. There are many that need prayer.

We ask you to pray for Sis. Wanda, she's still

recovering, Sis. Janet is still recovering from

eye surgery, Sis. Kathy and her mom still need

prayer, Sis. Linda needs prayer for her knees,

pray for Bro. Nick's parents Tammy and Bill

and his sister Brittany. They need a lot of prayer

as well as Bro. Nick for some family problems.

We all have some problems and some health

issues. Let's pray for each other and each others

families. God knows the need in each situation.

We thank the Lord as always for the blessing

and gifts He gives us every day. He wakes us up

and gives us life and supplies our needs and

that's a blessing. We thank God for our pastor

and his wife Sis. Linda, they are such a blessing

to our church and each family there. We love

them very much. We ask you to pray for them.

They both have some health problems, but con

tinue to give to the church unselfishly. 

We give thanks for the wonderful and inspiring

SS lessons Bro. Dewayne blesses us with every

Sunday and the needful message Bro. Ed brings

to us every service. God knows what we need.

We send prayers and blessings to you all and

thank you all for your prayers. We invite you to

join us to worship together sometime.

Blessings from Grace FWB Church.

Ed Purdy, Pastor

Elaine Booth, Reporter 

FAITH FELLOWSHIP FWB (FRANKLIN) 

Greetings to our brothers and sisters in Christ.

We pray that the past months have been fruitful

for your church. 

We had an Easter morning breakfast and an

Easter egghunt for the children in attendance. 

In May we held our annual Celebration

Sunday with a potluck dinner. For Mother’s

Day, the men of the church cooked breakfast for

the mothers. Then in turn, we held a potluck

dinner for Father’s Day. These were blessed

events with food, games and fellowship. 

We are now working towards our VBS, to be

held in August. We give praises to our almighty

God for His love is great towards His people

and He is working many marvelous things in

our midst. 

Until next time, we pray that God will richly

bless in your lives and your churches. God bless

you all and may we all be better soldiers for our

Lord and Savior.

Floyd Smith, Pastor

Barbi Johnson, Reporter 

FIRST SPRINGFIELD (FRANKLIN)

Matthew 18:20 “For where two or three are
gathered together in my name, there am I in the
midst of them.”
Hello everyone.

Isn't it wonderful to know that God is with us

no matter the occasion, in church service holi

days, picnics and graduations we are blessed to

feel His presence.

We are so proud of our youth. We had two of

our youth graduate this year: Shardonay

Johnson and Alex Alexander. We pray that God

will continue to bless them and be with them on

their journey throughout their life.

Please pray with us for Shardonay as she will

be going to the National in July competing in

Individual Sign Language for grades 912. We

are so excited for her. 

May the Lord keep you and your family in his

loving arms.

Mark Rucker, Pastor 

Linda O'Neal, Reporter

SOUTH CHARLESTON (LITTLE MIAMI)

Hello from South Charleston. We enjoyed vis

iting with those of your we saw at the Little

Miami Conference in May.

We celebrated with our mothers and fathers on

their big days. We took in a nice offering on

Mother’s Day for the FWB Family Ministries.

We were blessed to have Robert Legg come

preach for us and have him share his video of

the Family Ministries. It was a great blessing.

We will be having our homecoming on Aug.

27th.

As we have celebrated Independence Day here

in America recently, let’s take time to thank God

that we have the privilege to live in this country.

May God bless America and you.

Bert Alsept, Pastor

Brenda Young, Reporter

TRINITY (FRANKLIN)

We have been going through a transition with

Pastor Louis Nettleton from Williams Road

FWB and his preachers in training and helping

us remain at our location. We are hoping to

build our church up again into a big working

church for the Lord. They have been coming to

our church at 9am to have a service for us and

then they go back to their own church to have

service there. This is a lot to expect from a sis

ter church, but they are ready and willing help

us out.

Some groups of singers and one preacher, Bro.

Patrick Blevins have come by to help us  and

we are deeply thankful. One of the singers was

Raymond Brown. We need to hold him up in

prayer at the passing of his wife. Ron Murphy

had brain surgery and is still recovering. He

needs our prayers also. These are very good

Christian men for God.

In the weeks to come we will be hearing

sounds of children in our classroom as we used

to have. That will be great once again.

Bro. Paul Collins, our former pastor of 14

years is at every service, but not preaching. He

is recovering from back surgery. It is good to

see him with us.

Pray all will go well with theses new plans for

our church.

Till next time.

Louis Nettleton, Pastor

Patricia Dorsey, Reporter

BEECH GROVE (FRANKLIN)

We were glad to see our pastor able to attend

the Franklin Conference June 10th. The

Samantha Church was close enough to comfort

ably drive the distance.

The Beech Grove Church is looking forward

to hearing Tim Case again July 23rd for the

morning and evening services at 10:45am and

6pm.

Our June yard sale had to be cancelled due to

the illness of our leader of the Women’s Guild,

but we hope to have a yard and bake sale on the

first Thursday and Friday of August, if all goes

well. As of this report the date is not a firm time

yet.

Everyone has family and neighbors who need

our prayers, so continue to pray for the people

who are not in our church family, but are close

to our hearts. We have two military family

members in our extended families, especially

pray for them. Many people need God in their

lives and much prayer has gone up for them.

So until we meet again, may God be with all of

the churches and give us all the strength and

spirit to continue in the work that has been give

to us.

Joseph Pinkerton, Pastor

Gloria Kidder, Reporter

VICTORY (CAPITAL CITY)

The church was very thankful to have our mis

sionaries back home from their trip to Haiti and

to hear the good news of hearts being touched

by the gospel.  

We welcomed a new member into the church

on June 18th and also, we are excited to have

new visitors coming to Sunday services.  

The church has a trip planned for July 15th to

visit The Ark Encounter in Kentucky and The

Creation Museum.  Also, on July 31 August

4th, we are looking forward to another VBS,

entitled, Ocean Commotion!  Diving into

Noah's Flood!  This is a fun time for children to

learn about Jesus, and how He wants us to live

for Him.  It's also a great time to reach the par

ents on the program night who don't attend reg

ular church services.  

We really enjoyed a message from a mission

ary from the Philippines and Southeast Asia.

Nathaniel Tabugan sang and preached a won

derful message.  

Please pray for the shutins.  We have several

faithful members who have been too ill to

attend our services.

Have a great summer and remember to be

faithful in church attendance.  "The joy of the
Lord is your strength." Neh. 8:10

Jim Thompson, Pastor

Jean Holmes, Reporter 

LOCKBOURNE (TRINITY)

Greetings from Lockbourne FWB. What fun

we had at our Noah’s Ark Sunday School pic

nic.  The Sunday School staff did a wonderful

job with games and the kids and adults all had a

great time.  We are so grateful for our teachers

who spend time preparing lessons that teach our

children about God.  Thanks to each one.

We held church elections in June and ask that

you pray for our church leaders that they will be

lead by the Lord in their respective positions

and that God will always receive glory from

their efforts.

We extend our deepest condolences to the fol

lowing people in the loss of their special family

members: Larry Robbins on the loss of his sis

ter, Joann and brother, Gary, Debbie Miller and

Jessica Stevens on the loss of their father and

grandfather, James, Jean Thornhill on the loss

of her brother, Roy and Louise and Kara Day on

the loss of Louise’s husband and Kara’s dad,

Bud.  Bud loved the Lord and loved coming to

our church and he will be greatly missed. May

the Lord comfort each family during their time

of loss.

Church camp was a great success thanks to the

efforts of Tad and Katreena Miller and their

wonderful staff. There were 24 kids and eight

adults.  We were thrilled when Bro. Tad report

ed to the congregation that the Lord saved three

people and one person rededicated their life to

Him.  We thank the Lord for His anointing and

we are truly grateful for those who gave of their

time to minister to the youth.    

Leon Stevens, Pastor

Janelle Sagraves, Reporter
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Porter Association

Revival
August 2023rd

6pm Sunday

7pm MondayWednesday

Harrison FWB Church

12254 SR 139

Minford, Ohio 45653 Dr. David Crowe



DAILYVILLE (FRANKLIN)

Greetings from Waverly. Our rural church has

been busy remodeling our sanctuary with new

carpet and chairs, replacing our pews.

In April we voted to replace the carpet and

wooden pews. A miracle offering was taken and

all costs were provided by our members. Also

the members supplied the work except the car

pet laying. 

Our old pews were offered to other churches

and two FWB Churches in southeastern Ohio

came and took these with many thanks.

We are blessed with many godly Christians in

our congregation.  

May God continue to bless you all.

In God’s care.

Pete Dunn, Pastor

Jim Henry, Reporter

PLEASANT HILL (CENTRAL OHIO)

Greetings from the Pleasant Hill FWB Church.

God has been so amazing to our church. Most

all of our services have been spiritfilled, along

with the praises of God’s saints!

We have been busy with activities in our

church. Our young people put on a skit for

Easter. It was full of the goodness of God shed

upon His people.  Our Easter services were so

blessed. We had the Agape Singers and Cory

Carroll bringing the message. He used a red

rose to demonstrate how God took our sins

upon Him and then was crucified on the cross.

He arose and then became the White Rose of

Perfection for His people.

We had our annual ladies banquet with Brooke

Gillian as our speaker. She did a wonderful

presentation.

On June 4th, Rev. Jim Blankenship preached

a very uplifting message for the church.

VBS was held June 1923rd. We had a good

response. Hopefully the children and their par

ents will join us in church too.

We had wonderful weather for our Sunday

School picnic. We also had a good time with

lots of food and fun for all.

Keep our church in your prayers as we work

on church growth! God is working with people

and we see new people every week.

Bob Franklin, Pastor

Marjorie Abrams, Reporter

WESTERVILLE (FRANKLIN)

Our youth have been very real ‘busy bodies”

as usual. They all attended the Ohio Youth

Conference June 2324th. They enjoyed a game

of laser tag afterwards. They help serve at the

YMCA Shelter once a month. Several of our

youth will be competing at the National in vari

ous categories and are practicing for that. The

last Sunday of each month is Youth Sunday, so

they are in charge of our AM worship service

and they do a splendid job. Bro. Mike

Sammons is our interim youth director.

On May 3rd a graduation party was held at

church for our graduates, Mariah Wood, Caleb

Brazzell and Ashley Sammons. Then on

Sunday, May 4th we recognized them during

our AM services and Pastor Paul presented each

one with a Bible. God bless them as they ven

ture out to whatever the Lord has in store for

them.

Our Pioneer Club had their final meeting for

this school year and party on May 24th. Thanks

to Sue Carney and her helpers for a good and

successful year. They will start again in

September.

Things are going as usual for our WWAC

ladies. We are making plans for some fundrais

ers to support the National in Cincinnati in

2019. We’re still making blankets for the

Ronald McDonald House and the ladies made

dinner there one evening in May. We also

served lunch to the church June 11th prior to

ours and the Master’s Men meetings. 

Our church hosted a wedding on June 17th for

one of our own, Rachel Zeiter and Alex

Bensmore. We send our congratulations and

best wishes.

Until next time, God bless all.

Paul Etterling, Pastor

Grace McKinster, Reporter

COMMUNITY SOMERSET

Happy summer to our brothers and sisters in

Christ.

On April 23rd, Ethan Hutchinson arrived

back from Costa Rica after four months study

ing Spanish at missionary school in San Jose

and on May 7th he gave a presentation on his

trip there. WOW! You felt like you were on a

mini vacation. We all enjoyed hearing him

speak and sing in Spanish.

Bro. Talo Teo preached on April 30th as Pastor

Scott is still recuperating. He also filled in on

May 21st in the morning services.

We had Somerset Nursing Home and Rehab

Center visitation which is always a blessing! We

love to fellowship, sing and read some Bible

Scriptures. All in all, they are fun to be with.

We have given away 27 “Hope” blankets thus

far this year. Our church women are blessed

with hard working hands.

Our outreach program in Zanesville to

Salvation Army is going well. We donate

canned good and clothing. Twice a month, we

serve on a soup line. 
On June 4th we enjoyed a great evening with

Tom Shelton in concert.

We had nine go to FWB church camp in

Hillsboro for four days beginning June 11th.

June 15th, the Salvation Army Zanesville

Corps held their 2017 volunteer banquet. The

guest speaker was Mr. Seth Hall on the subject,

“Don’t Skim through the Greeting!” Pictures

were displayed all around the room that gave

Salvation Army history all the way up to the

present day. It all started in England by a

Salvationist William Booth.

June 18th Ethan Hutchinson filled in for his

father by teaching Sunday School and the morn

ing service.

Keep our church and pastor in your prayers.

Until the next time, may God bless.

Scott Hutchinson, Pastor

Donna Eckstein Barr, Reporter

ANTIOCH (CENTRAL OHIO)

Our VBS was outstanding once again. So

many kids and volunteers.  A great time was had

by all.  We appreciate the people in our church

so much, they work hard and come together in

love and spirit for each other.

On June 9th, God took a good soldier home,

my brother, Rev. Don Hix. I’m still in shock

and disbelief.  I know God has a reason for

everything. We can say down here we will ask

why when we get to heaven.  But then it won’t

matter; because there will be no sadness or sor

row in heaven.

God pours out his blessings every day, but we

take so many things for granted.  We need to

stop and appreciate everything and everyone

around us.

We broke ground July 3rd on our extended fel

lowship hall.  This has been a long awaited

ordeal.  Something simple can turn into some

thing complicated.  We are praying this is done

before our 38th Homecoming on August 13th.

Our pastor will be preaching and Undivided

will be singing. Service starts at 10:30, dinner

will be served after the service.   Antioch ladies

are known for their great dinners, so come pre

pared to enjoy the spirt of the Lord and great

food and fellowship.

God bless all till next time,

Jim Blankenship, Pastor

Linda Blankenship, Reporter
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The following ministers are available to fill the pulpit for
pastors who have to be away from their church.  Many are

interested in conducting revivals as well.

Bill Alford,  20864 Rudy Dr. Strongsville, Oh 44149                   (440) 572-1614
Lee Aldridge, 35180 SR 327, Londonderry, Oh 45647 (740) 887-4065
Anthony “Tony” W. Blackburn, Mechanicsburg, Oh                    (614) 623-0031
Mike Blanton, 6826 Ridpath Road, Grove City, Oh                      (614) 871-2795
Larry Brown, 6530 Gregg Mill Road, London, Oh 43140   (740) 852-0586
Chad Booth, 208 E. Washington Street, Ashland, Oh 44805 (330) 715-8403
Ron Brown, 5478 Riber Rd. Hillsboro, Oh 45133                        (937) 402-4452
Roger Childers, 6555 US Hwy 68S Apt 208D, W Liberty, Oh 43357 (937) 869-4890
Herman Copley, 1271 Lewis Road, Mansfield, Oh 44906 (419) 529-5923
Andrew Cordell, 418 West 7th Street, Marysville, Oh 43040 (937) 215-4037
Roger Crusie, 335 ½ N. 4th Street, Greenfield, Oh 45123                (937) 981-3529
Mike Daniel, 503 W Wenger Road, Englewood, Oh 45322 (937) 836-0540
Brandon DePriest, 361 TWP Rd 41 N, Pedro, Oh 45659 (740) 532-3878
Luther Dingess, 1680 Paddle Ck. Road, Fort Gay, WV 25514        (304) 648-5901
Freddy Dutton, 1700 Hale Court, Columbus, Oh 43228                   (614) 276-0200
Michael Ellis, 575 Harland Drive, Columbus, Oh 43207 (614) 917-7309
James England, 5138 N. High Street, # 119, Cols. Oh 43214             (614) 846-6654
Ben Gibson, 1126 Cheyenne Ave. Springfield Oh 45503 (937) 399-2738
Packy Gibson, 7029 Fields Lane, Hillsboro, Oh 45133                   (937) 393-2730
Randy Hall, 12024 Lake Front Drive, Hillsboro, Oh 45133              (937) 365-1657
Edwin Hayes, 7554 Slate Ridge Blvd. Reynoldsburg, Oh 43068         (614) 751-1190
Carl Jenkins, 2809 Searsdale Ave. Cleveland, Oh 44109            (216) 351-2475
James Johnson, 55 1/2 S. First Street, Rittman, Oh 44270              (330) 331-6088
Jason Jones, 620 Watkins Glen Blvd. Marysville, Oh 43040     (937) 241-1622
William Jones, 500 Buckeye Street, Marysville, Oh 43040             (937) 594-1331
Paul Keener, 703 Andrew Ave. Westerville, Oh 43081              (614) 891-4382
Robert Legg, 330 Winding Ridge Drive, Dayton, Oh 45415          (937) 648-9600
Alton Loveless, 1006 Rayme Drive, Columbus, Oh 43207               (573) 330-7728
Wayne Mays, 777 N. Drexel Ave. Hilliard, Oh 43019                  (614) 607-0634
Tom Murphy, 229 Victorian Drive, Commercial Pt, Oh 43116        (614) 218-5435
Chris Oiler, 3299 SR 140, Wheelersburg, Oh 45694 (740) 357-8340 
Tom Spradlin, Portsmouth, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep)               (740) 776-6677
Alex Stevens, 2002 East Main Street, Greenup, KY 41144         (606) 473-5417
Talo Teo, 828 Federal Ave. Zanesville, Oh 43701                       (740) 453-6037
Bill Turner, 150  Willard Ave. Carlisle, Oh 45005                      (513) 746-5866
Tim Updike, 22661 SR 93, Wellston, Oh 45692                            (740) 384-3277
Dan Widdig, 1496 Caldwell Road, Lucasville, Oh 45648 (740) 259-5160
Josh Young, 7227 E. Main Street, South Solon, Oh 43153                (937) 829-1723

Available FWB
Ministers

Ohio Golf Tourney Results

Directly after the State Meeting, we hosted our annual Ohio Golf  Tourney for golfers from all

over the State of Ohio.  We had 21 golfers participate.  The Noble Financial Team1 won first

place the with a score of 9 under par. The Noble Financial Team2 won second place with a

score of 8 under par. 

It was a great time of fellowship and fun for all who participated.

First & Second Place Winners from left to right: Evangelist Mike
Blanton, John Noble, Dean Saunders,Ed Wright and Jim Houlihan
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Why Should MY Church Participate in the Mission North America

Offering?
By Brad Ransom, Director of Church Planting, North American Ministries

Each department of the National Association of Free Will Baptists is assigned a month

to receive a special offering to provide funds for their general fund. November is the month

Free Will Baptist North American Ministries has to receive this special offering. NAM des

ignates the Sunday before Thanksgiving as the Mission North American offering day but

funds can be sent any time during the year earmarked for this special offering.

Why should MY church participate? That’s the question every pastor and church leader

must ask. Really, there is a simple answer then one that is a little more complex. I’ll give

you both. The simple answer is, because your church is a part of the denomination and

NAM is a department worthy to receive your support. The more complex answer is, our

general fund provides money for ministry critical projects that are only funded through the

general fund. 

The general fund provides money to run the office in Antioch, TN. It is used to pay

salaries and electric bills stuff no one gets too excited about funding but is critical. More

importantly though; our general fund provides operational resources for each of the six

main divisions of our office. Our six main divisions are: church planting, church revitaliza

tion, crosscultural ministry, the chaplaincy, the church extension loan fund and Master’s

men.

Money from the general fund provides resources to recruit, assess, train and coach our

church planters, church revitalization pastors, cross cultural ministers and chaplains. Every

new church planter and revitalization pastor goes through intensive training that is paid for

by the general fund. Ongoing training is provided through conferences, training events and

online resources. We use these funds to promote our church planters, print materials such

as directories (so you can stay informed and in touch), maps, brochures and many other

things.

Our general fund provides money for encouragement to our planters, pastors and chap

lains on the field. They are loved, prayed for, visited, trained, motivated and from time to

time given monetary tokens of our love and appreciation. Basically, everything except a

church planter’s salary is provided for by the general fund.

Our church revitalization division sponsors a number of training events and seminars that

are all free of charge to the pastors and churches of our denomination. Mostly, we travel to

you to make it as convenient as possible for any church to participate in our events. Our

staff is available to come to your church (without charge) to provide training, encourage

ment, preaching and more.

NAM receives a portion of the Together Way plan but those funds only provide about

14% of our total general fund need. Proceeds from the Church Extension Loan Fund pro

vide about 11% so we are dependent on gift income to make up the difference (about 75%).

These are only a few reasons why the second answer is more complex!

So, why should YOUR church participate in the Mission North America offering on

November 19, 2017? Because our church planters, revitalization pastors, crosscultural

ministers, chaplains and entire team are counting on you! We cannot do what we do with

out your generous support. We need your prayers and financial support so please pray

about helping by participating in the offering this year. All we are asking is that you pro

mote the offering to your church. Tell them who we are and what we do and give the Lord

an opportunity to deal with their heart about giving. Then give them the opportunity by tak

ing up a special offering on November 19, 2017. Thanks for your support.

National Home Missionaries Daryl and Michele Grimes, 
Erie, PA

Pictures from our FIVE YEAR
Anniversary Celebration!

It was a great night of food, fellowship & worship! The Wilson Sisters did a great

job singing and leading us into worship! Many of the pictures above represent eter

nal souls whose lives have been changed by the power of the Gospel. Thank you for

supporting us as your outreach to Erie, Pa. We are excited about what God is doing

here in the Flagship City! 

Please continue to pray about our building problems and our relocation efforts. Our

building fund continues to grow, but we are praying it will grow more rapidly!

To help with the Building fund or our

Account please send check to:

FWB North American Ministries
Attn: Daryl Grimes 

or Flagship Building Fund
PO Box 5002

Antioch, TN 37011

Building Fund Goals
Estimated Cost: $1,000,000

Amount Raised to Date: $98,630
Amount Still Needed: $901,370

901 people/business/churches x
$1,000=$901,000

Daryl & Michelle Grimes, Church
Planters in the Flagship City-Erie, Pa.
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Are you 
receiving the

If you like to begin receiving all the Ohio FWB News, just
send your email address to 

ehayes@ambassadorbible.com

Franklin Conference Revival

Sunday Service at 6:00 pm 
MondayWednesday Services at 7:00 pm

Westerville FWB Church  
390 E College Avenue 

Westerville, Ohio 43081

September 1013

For more information contact (614) 6262078
Rev. Jerry Sargent, Executive Secretary of Franklin Conference

Rev. Tyler Penn

Dallas, Texas, September 2022, 2017 D6CONFERENCE.COM



OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 11

FREDDY DUTTON 
MINISTRIES

“Holding Forth The Word of Life”

1700 Hale Court
Columbus, Ohio 43228

614/276-0200 or 614/738-0683
email: Reverenddutton@aol.com

We have enjoyed a wonderful and blessed time this spring!  Since our last report, we
have been privileged to minister in 10 churches and have witnessed the hand of  God
in such a miraculous way!  

In June we were with Pastor Wendell Combs and the New Hope FWB Church in
Chillicothe.  We also traveled over to Indiana to the Liberty FWB Church where Bro.
Billy Fields is the pastor.  Bro. Billy is recovering from back surgery and doing much
better.  We were with Pastor John Castle and the Rittman Community FWB Church
for their Graduation Sunday.  This was a glorious time!  Another highlight was being
with Pastor Calvin Ray Evans and the Rubyville Community Church where heaven
came down and filled our souls!  We have seen many folks respond during the altar
services and we are grateful that folks are still accepting God's call.

We thank God for the thousands of  safe miles we have traveled these last two months.
God is so good to us and we praise Him and thank Him for His hand on our lives.

As we now move into Summer, we look forward to being with you for services! Please
pray for us as we travel and serve in reaching others with the precious Word of  God!

For Revivals, Conferences, Homecoming and other spe-
cial services, please contact me at the above address.



GAHANNA (CORNERSTONE)

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.” 
Psalm 23:1

We are very proud of the young people in our

church. The ladies auxiliary and the church rec

ognize Bailey McCoy and Matthew Whitney

for graduating high school. We pray God will

lead them in the way they should go. Both are

pursuing higher education. 

The church was honored to have the Hamilton

Road Quartet in our morning worship service,

June 25th. They were a blessing to those in

attendance. It was a spiritfilled service.

Immediately following the service, the ladies

auxiliary prepared a meal in honor of Pastor

Booth’s 80th Birthday.

We are looking forward to Vacation Bible

School, July 31Aug 4th. Please pray for a suc

cessful week. 

Until next time we wish you all a safe and

enjoyable summer.

Curtis Booth, Pastor

Bonnie Justice, Reporter

COLUMBUS FIRST (FRANKLIN)

Hello to all our brothers and sisters in Christ.

We continue to be busy here at Columbus

First. Most renovations are done at our new

church thanks to Jerry Young and crew. 

The women have started a prayer circle to

focus on the big issues that face us in every day

life. Pray with us that God will give us the

strength to be persistent in this focus.

We will soon begin operation MAIL BOX. We

will be leaving every mail box in Minerva Park

a short invitation to come to our church. Please

pray with us for our growth. 

We will also be having a community cookout

on July 22nd. We praise the Lord for the bless

ings we have received.

God is good.

Billy W. Parson, Pastor

Sue Parson, Reporter 

HERITAGE (CAPITAL CITY)

Summer is here and we are enjoying some

great services!

We are sad to report that our music minister,

Greg Harrell and his wife, Christi and daugh

ter, Eliza will be leaving us this July.  Greg

came to us right out of college from

Southeastern FWB College.  We will miss this

family more than words can express.  Greg has

accepted a position at Gateway FWB Church in

Virginia Beach, VA.  He will be working in the

church and school.  Please pray for us all during

this transition time and as we look for another

music minister.

The kids have returned from another great year

at camp and we are excited to hear of the lives

changed and recommitted this past week.

Former Pastor Paul Thompson finally

reached the “habitations beyond” on June 28,

2017.  Please keep his family and friends in

your prayers.

Tim W. Stout, Pastor

Stephanie Wolfe, Reporter

FIRST CLYDE (CUYAHOGALORAIN)    

Greetings to all our brothers and sisters in

Christ. On Mother's Day our church had

muffins for moms before Sunday school and on

Father's Day we had donuts for dads. Everyone

had a wonderful time! 

Cast all your cares on Jesus, for He is watch

ing over you. He is actually a very good

“Catcher”, so throw Him your caresyour anxi

eties and concerns leave them all with Him

don't take them back. As soon as you release

those worrisome things, you can breathe a sigh

of relief and refresh yourself in His loving pres

ence. It doesn't matter if you have to do this

many times each day and sometimes during the

night too. He is always awake, ready to catch

and bear your burdens. No matter how much

you throw at Him, He will never miss! So refuse

to let your worries weigh you down. Remember

that Jesus is with you, ready to help with what

ever you are facing. Instead of worrying over

your problems, look to Him lightheartedly and

say, "Catch, Jesus!" Cast your cares into His

strong,   waiting hands.   “Casting  all your  care
upon  him;  for he  careth  for  you.” 1 Peter

5:7     

Roger Rollins, Pastor    

Linda Harmon, Reporter

MARYSVILLE (CENTRAL OHIO)

Mark 10:45 “For even the Son of man came
not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to
give his life a ransom for many.”
We are grateful for all of the new families that

have joined our church this year. We have seen

progress and the Lord giveth the increase. We

have been blessed in a wonderful way. 

We had a good turnout for our church picnic. It

was an enjoyable day of food and fellowship.

Our church will be having Sunday school pro

motion August 27th following Sunday School.

The children will be moving up to new classes.

Hope everyone has a wonderful summer.

Keep looking unto Jesus the author and fin

isher of our faith.

Paul Bogenrife, Pastor

Helen Murray, Reporter
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2017 HOLY GROUND FREE WILL BAPTIST YOUTH FOR CHRIST CAMP
Located at:  5150 RIBER RD, HILLSBORO, OHIO 45133

(Bldg Worship, Devotions, Recreation, etc.)         (New Kitchen/Dining Hall Building)               (Completely new Kitchen facilities)

(Improved Pond facilities)

Newly built, fully furnished kitchen and dining area, as well as the huge pond is now available for swimming and pedal

boats!  A Pastor from a camp in 2012 was so impressed with our improvements in these areas that he said he wished

other FWB churches were aware of our new (Kitchen/Dining hall) and improved (the Pond) facilities. 

For leasing and information on the above camps call Larry Glenn (937) 4783815, Donna Glenn (937) 4752710, 

Rev. Steve Nickels (937) 4781182, 

Pastor Tim Hamilton (937) 5591966 or Email us at timham@reagan.com.  

2017 Camps
July 914 Sr. Coed Camp (Ages 1320 boys/girls)   July 1621 Jr. Boys Camp (Ages 813)   July 2328 Jr. Girls Camp (Ages 813)

Please let us know if you would like to view a camp presentation.

A ministry of Northridge Free Will Baptist Church, 4800 Payne Ave, Dayton, OH 45414

Greetings from the 

Ohio Women Active for Christ

State Board.

News and Upcoming Events

OWAC State Meeting!
We appreciate all of those who attended the OWAC state meeting this year.  It was

held on June 22, 2017 at Heritage Free Will Baptist Church at 1pm.  We enjoyed

special speaking this year by Ms. Mallory White who is the Director of Programs

and Development for The Hope Center which is a ministry of Free Will Baptist

Family Ministries.  Mallory spoke on our theme of Praise Him! The greatest

reminder we were given that day is that if we do not praise Him the rocks will! We

also enjoyed a time of fellowship and productive meeting with each other.

State Women’s Retreat
OWAC Annual Fall Retreat will be held October 1314, 2017 at the Holiday Inn and

Suites located at 116 Park Ave W., Mansfield, OH 44902.  See page 10 of the

Ambassador for more information. 

OWAC Purse Auction… Sundae’s on Saturday!
We hope you can all join us at Heritage Free Will Baptist church on Saturday

November 4, 2017 from 24pm.  We will be hosting a purse auction and ice cream

sundae extravaganza!!  All proceeds go to benefit our 2019 national fund.

OWAC Newsletter and upcoming events!
Want to hear from us?  Hey ladies if you want to be added to our email list to

receive our monthly newsletter you can reach out to Melissa Sammons at 

melissa123kids@yahoo.com and she will get you added.  Don’t miss out on what’s

coming up!

Your sister in Christ,

Jessica Musetti, OWAC Secretary

Ohio Women Active for Christ

Pray for the 

National Association 

July 1619 

Louisville, Ky



COALTON (JACKSON)

Greetings to our brothers and sisters in Christ!

We have had a busy two months at Coalton.  

In May the Ladies’ Circle held their annual

MotherDaughter Banquet with a tea theme,

“My cup Overflows”.  We also held our annual

fish fry.  Bro. Rich Bishop did a wonderful job

delivering the word and Sis. Denita Petrie and

her group encouraged us with song.  A good

time of food and fellowship was enjoyed by all

after the service.  

In June our children attended church camp and

spent a week being refreshed in the Lord.  Some

of our youth were camp counselors.  What a

blessing that they continue to grow in the Lord.

We have just completed VBS.  Our theme was

Barnyard Roundup and we had lessons that

taught us that Jesus cares, provides, leads, for

gives and is our Savior now and forever!   

Continue to pray that our church, as well as

each individual member, will be a beacon for

Christ.  God bless you!

Tim Simpson, Pastor

Sandra DeHart, Reporter

FIRST CHILLICOTHE 

(SOUTH CENTRAL)

Hello everyone from, First FWB Church!  We

hope everyone is having a blessed summer like

we are here in Chillicothe.

Bro. Robert Legg from the Children’s Home

in Greenville, TN, came and preached for us

one Sunday night in May.  He told us about their

facility a couple of weeks before he preached

for us.  It is a great ministry and would recom

mend him to any church that has not heard

about the work they are doing in Tennessee.

In June, we celebrated Flag Day and Father’s

Day with special services.  We wanted to take

the time to appreciate our country, the flag’s

birthday, and the fathers who work very hard

every day.  Thank you fathers!

We also had a baptism service at the Walnut

Creek Campground.  Two individuals were bap

tized in their creek.  The water may have been

cold but the souls were on fire for God. Then

Peter said unto them, “Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38. Afterwards

we celebrated with a cookout made with deli

cious foods from the church members.  We

couldn’t have asked for a better day.

Our church looks forward to the rest of sum

mer.  Please come join us on Sundays or

Wednesday night services.  On the last Sunday

night of the month we have a contemporary

service. We would love to have you. 

Until next time, God bless!

Mitch Salyers, Pastor

Shana McGoye, Reporter

ZALESKI

When we pray for one another and give people

words of encouragement, we will all grow

stronger in Jesus.We want to thank and praise

Jesus for all He has done for our families and

friends.  He’s such an amazing Lord. 

We had a very successful VBS.  The theme

was Over the Moat.  We had lessons about

David, from Shepherd boy to king.  

Everyone had a good time at the Clippers ball

game in Columbus and our team won.

We have been blessed the first Sunday of each

month at Maple Hills Nursing Home.  

Remember our pastor, Mark Rood and his wife

Teresa in your prayers.  They are very busy at

church and they are always helping others.  We

want them to know we appreciate all they do

and that we love them.  Please continue to keep

Nancy Rood in your prayers.  

We have been having good fellowship on the

first Monday of the month.  The youth classes

have started learning about missionaries in

other countries, how they preach, their culture,

food and how the Bible affects their country.

They are also memorizing Bible verses.  

The adult women’s class is studying on How

to Manage Your Moods.

We have been praying for revival.  We invite

you to our homecoming Aug. 13th.  Mark

Rosser will be preaching and Borrowed Time

will be our special singers.

Happy anniversary to our pastor Mark and his

wife Teresa Sept. 3rd.  Congratulations to Bro.

David and Sis. Melanie Moore’s daughter

Stephanie and her new husband Ethan Gibson

on their wedding.  Do something special for

your grandparents on their day, September 10th.

Tell someone you love them and really mean it.

Remember our military, their families, the

nation, our leaders and our church in prayer.

Mark Rood, Pastor

Linda McKibben, Reporter

MOUNT HOPE (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from the church family of Mount

Hope.  We have had a wonderful Father's Day

brunch prepared by the ladies in our newly

remodeled fellowship hall.    

We continue to have members who need your

prayers for healing....namely,  Sister Lena Ruth,

Sister Flo Loop and Sister Gwen Cooper.   On

July 3rd, Sister Flo Loop had surgery.  Please

remember her in prayer.  

On July 9th we will be having our Sunday

School picnic and worship at the Vernon Park

after morning services.   We have cancelled the

evening services for July 9th.  

Praise God! Brother Adam and Sister Lisa

Henry and Brother Joshua Maggard were bap

tized in Pine Creek.  

Please mark your calendar for our homecom

ing on October 1st.   

Respectfully submitted.

Gary Selby, Pastor

Karen Charles, Reporter

TROY (LITTLE MIAMI)

Hello and Blessings from Troy FWB Church.

We hosted the Little Miami River Conference

May 6th.  A nice crowd was on hand to enjoy

soul searching messages, great music by the

Jeffers Trio and a large meal in the church

basement afterwards.  

The start of our Summer Women’s Bible Study

was June 6th, led by Sister Lisa.  This year’s

study is on living the Royal Life for Christian

Woman.  

Movie day was on June 24th.  Seventeen

turned out to see the movie Woodlawn and to

enjoy hotdogs, popcorn, drinks and a good time.  

The Gibbons Family worshiped with us in

song and prayer on June 25th.  To hear them

sing and praise God is a true blessing.  

The church had a surprise birthday party for

Bro. Earl R. on July 2nd.  He will be 90 years

young and is a WWII Veteran.  

Bri is headed to the National Convention in

Louisville, KY with her artwork on July 16th.

She is a very talented young lady.  

The Home Gates will be worshiping in song

with us on July 23rd.  Thank you Sister Shirley

for putting these events together.  

On August 5th the church is planning a trip to

the Ark Encounters in Cincinnati. It will be edu

cational and fun.  

As always Troy FWB keeps you in our hearts

and prayers.  Please embrace us in yours.  

Till next time, God bless.

Dwight Stump, Pastor

Shirley Vogler, Reporter
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“Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with
truth....” Ephesians 6:14a

Thought for the Month

Travis McKenzie, 

Missionary to Ashland, Ohio

What is “Servant Evangelism” all about?

Recently I was asked this question by a fellow Christian who wanted to

know how things were going with our ministry in Ashland.  I know that

this term may not be very common in our circles of fellowship, but the

concept of servant evangelism is nothing new to Christianity. In fact, servant evangelism was

first started by Jesus himself as he ministered for three and a half years here on Earth. So what

is servant evangelism? Well, I discovered this term in a book called Conspiracy of Kindness by

Steve Sjogren. In his book, Mr. Sjogren describes servant evangelism as “demonstrating the

kindness of God by offering to do some act of humble service with no strings attached”

(Sjogren 18).

Jesus demonstrated these humble acts of kindness all throughout His earthly ministry. Once, He

fed the five thousand. He performed miracles upon those who suffered from disease and dis

ability. He even paid Peter’s taxes! In fact, when Jesus came to Earth to die on the cross this

was the ultimate display of servant evangelism! Paul said in Philippians 2: 58 “Let this mind
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not rob
bery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he hum
bled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” Jesus offered

Himself in humble sacrifice so that we might be saved! Now all that He asks is that we “let this

[same] mind be in [us].”

I have been asked several times over the past year “what makes servant evangelism so different

from any other type of evangelism?” My answer is always the same. In most forms of popular

evangelism the evangelist is offering answers to questions that nobody is asking. I know this

may sound cold, maybe even unspiritual, but the harsh truth is that in our world today most

people don’t wake up asking themselves, “If I die before this day is over, do I know where I’ll

be for eternity?” People are more concerned with just making it through the day than they are

in thinking about eternity. But we as Christians have a mandate from God’s word that we are to

reach the world (and our neighborhood) with the Gospel message of salvation (Matthew 28:

19, 20; Acts 1: 8). So what are we to do? I am thoroughly convinced that in order for evangel

ism to be effective, it must make a difference in someone’s life – today! The world has the

mentality that the church is always asking for something from them: an offering, a discount,

maybe some form of special treatment, but when the church offers to meet a real or felt need

with no strings attached, their presumed concept of what church is all about flies out the win

dow!

Since we have started our ministry here in Ashland we’ve realized we don’t have an elaborate

facility to impress and draw curious passersby – we meet in a school cafeteria—nor do we

have all the various ministries to attract inquiring families. But when someone from our church

offers a donut and free postage stamps to a stranger in front of the Post Office on April 15th, it

causes them to wonder “why are they doing this?” I love it when they ask us this question

because we get to tell them “we just want to show you the love of Christ. Have a great day!”

This is the kind of thing that will change their mentality regarding God and church and just

maybe it will cause them to ask the question “If I die before this day is over, do I know where

I’ll be for eternity?” I would love to have the opportunity to help them with this question as

well. So what is servant evangelism all about? It is meeting a real or felt need for the purpose

of showing the love of Christ in a tangible way to a lost and dying world!

I just want to say thank you to all who are supporting our ministry here in Ashland. You have

literally helped us reach thousands of lost individuals through our servant evangelism outreach

events. For this, I know that your reward will be great in Heaven. Please keep our ministry in

your prayers that we may reach even more for Christ’s glory!

In Christ’s service,

Travis McKenzie
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IM Reorganizes for Strategic Growth
On June 13, the Board of Free Will Baptist International Missions voted to approve organization

al moves within International Missions’ administrative staff.

General Director Clint Morgan emphasized, “We always want to serve our denomination and

missionary personnel well. Some strategic shifts on our fields and a couple of missionaries plan

ning for retirement led the Mission leadership team to reorganize and plan for the future.” 

The regional director position, which has served the Mission efficiently in the past, will be

retired. Currently, four regional directors oversee our field ministries. Two new positions (director

of field ministry personnel and director of field partnerships) will divide those responsibilities. 

Curt Holland has been named director of field ministry personnel. He will oversee the mission

ary staff on all fields. Currently, 70 missionaries and overseas workers serve in Brazil, Bulgaria,

France, India, Japan, Kenya, Spain, Uruguay, and as educational specialists. Curt previously

served as director of mobilization and director of The Hanna Project.

Sam McVay, formerly director of church relations, will shift into Curt’s vacated roles. “Sam’s

field experience as a missionary in Spain, as well as his love for young people and program plan

ning experience with Truth and Peace, uniquely qualify him to serve in this capacity,” stated

Morgan. Sam will be responsible for ETEAM, CMP, and OA ministries. He will also handle the

shortterm ministries of The Hanna Project.

Dr. Kenneth Eagleton, currently regional director for Latin America and Africa, will transition

into director of field partnerships. “Kenneth has been responsible for negotiating our partnership

agreements with Côte d’Ivoire, Cuba, and Panama for several years,” Morgan explained. “He will

continue to maintain that responsibility and seek to develop partnerships in countries with a limit

ed number or no IM personnel. Any country in which we work without missionary personnel on

the ground will fall under his purview.”

The other regional directors—Jeff Turnbough (Europe), Dale Bishop (Asia), and Curt Holland

(unreached peoples)—will shift to other roles. “In fact, Jeff, who has served admirably with dual

responsibilities to IM and ITA (International Training Alliance) for the last eight months, will

move to a fulltime position with ITA in December,” stated Morgan. “Though still affiliated with

the Mission, his CEO responsibilities will require his full attention.”

Don Matchett, state missions director for Arkansas, has been hired to become director of church

relations and development. “Don evidences a heart for engaging our churches in the Great

Commission,” Clint affirmed. “His efforts to involve all Free Will Baptist churches and individu

als in Arkansas in the Acts 1:8 plan point to his desire to see our denomination fully participating

in reaching the world for Christ.”

Additionally, Stacie Compton, financial operations clerk, will take on a dual role as digital media

coordinator and assistant to the director of church relations and development. Jen Thomsen’s

responsibilities as administrative assistant to the director of church relations will shift as she

serves as assistant to Sam McVay and Curt Holland.

“Our goal,” Morgan stressed, “with all these changes, is to ‘labor with the Body of Christ to ful

fill the Great Commission.’ We trust these shifts, which eliminate two director positions, and a

new hire will enable us to more effectively serve our denomination, better equip our missionaries,

and continue to expand the Kingdom of God.”

Matchett will begin his responsibilities October 1, 2017. The other positions transitioned on July

1st.

BOOKKEEPING
ACCOUNTING
NOTARY PUBLIC

M. J. LOWE’S
INCOME TAX SERVICE

3213 SOUTH HIGH STREET
COLUMBUS OHIO 43207

JIM & JEAN LOWE                         Phone 16144916280
OWNERS                                            FAX 16144914554

MJLOWE24@YAHOO.COM

PORTER (PORTER)

Summer 2017 has proven to be an exciting

time here at Porter! We started May celebrat

ing mothers at our annual Mother/Daughter

Banquet. This is such a great way to honor

the mothers in our lives! We also had our fel

lowship to celebrate our WMO offering.

Since the women raised more money than the

men, the men provided dessert in a fellow

ship after a Sunday evening service. It is fun

to be able to challenge each other to raise

money for such a worthy cause.

We started our week of VBS themed Paul:
Rome and the Underground Church on June

26th. We had excellent numbers this year and

are happy to have seen so many new faces!

We are also pleased with our ability to con

duct the entire program within our fellowship

building!

We finished a major addition to our current

fellowship building that added a large room

that can be divided into three large class

rooms. There was a great deal of work that

had to be accomplished two weeks before

VBS and members of the church were able to

work together to get these items completed so

that the final inspection was approved the

week before VBS! God is good! 

We are so blessed to have this new room to

accommodate our Sunday school classes that

needed a more permanent home. This space

opens up countless opportunities for us to

serve the Lord!  

Mark Price, Pastor

Tehra Clevenger, Reporter

Convention To Offer Mobile Giving

Free Will Baptists will have the opportunity to give online with their mobile devices during

the 2017 National Convention. With a simple text message, individuals can donate to the con

vention, International Missions, or North American Ministries. 

From Saturday, July 15 to Tuesday, July 18, donations can be made to offset convention

expenses. Donations made Wednesday, July 19, can be given to International Missions or

North American Ministries.

The text message sent by a mobile device will prompt users to click a link and be directed to

a secure registration site where payment information will be entered.

“People don’t carry checks or cash much anymore,” said convention manager Ryan Lewis.

“This feature will allow convention attendees and those watching the live stream to continue

to support the ongoing ministries of Free Will Baptists here and around the world.”

Further instructions will be provided the week of the convention through the daily

Convention News, worship services, the NAFWB app, and www.nafwb.org.



Faith Fellowship

Interim Pastor Floyd

Smith has been hav

ing a very difficult time with his hearing.

Fredia Street, wife of Woodstock Pastor

Russell Street was diagnosed with AML

leukemia. She was admitted to OSU Hospital

May 7th and is undergoing bone marrow treat

ment.

Troy Pastor Dwight Stump had outpatient

surgery May 8th.

Forest Valley Pastor Del Wallace had surgery

on his vocal chords May 5th in Springfield.

Springfield Pastor Charles Crider is recover

ing from a recent heart attack.

Fairborn Pastor Stuart Snow is undergoing

tests.

Austin Drakulic, son of missionaries Tony

and Marie Drakulic in Erie, Pa. with Darrell

Grimes is undergoing treatment in Pittsburgh. 

Edwin Hayes, Ohio Executive Secretary had

hip replacement surgery on May 12th at New

Albany.  He is now home.

Rev. Bill Jones, from the Woodstock and Hi

Point FWB had surgery May 10th.  He is now

recovering.

Westerville Pastor Paul Etterling underwent a

surgical procedure to relieve an abscess in his

abdomen. Please remember him in prayer.

Summit Station Deacon Harry Litton had two

surgeries at Mt. Carmel East Hospital in May.

He is now home recovering.

Lona Prichard wife of Cleveland Pastor

Robert Prichard took a serious fall in May while

going to a doctor's appointment.  She suffered a

concussion and a torn rotator cuff.  

Mark Musetti, a member of the Westerville

Church had a biopsy and surgery on June 23rd.

Rev. Dave Bates, pastor of the Galion Unity

Church is fighting liver disease and will need a

transplant.  In the meantime, he will need to

travel weekly to Columbus for treatment.

Rev. Frank Woods, Director of Free Will

Baptist Family Ministries sustained a broken

arm in an accident in June and he must have sur

gery on his elbow.

Bria Reese, granddaughter of Fellowship

Pastor David Reese came through her surgery

well in June.  She was in ICU for a couple days.

Dailyville Deacon Charles Workman was in

the hospital but is now home recovering.

Former Ohio Pastor Dana Booth has been in

the hospital in Alabama in June because he has

been passing out.  

Audrey Speer, three yearold daughter of mis

sionaries to Japan, Daniel and Katie Speer has

been diagnosed with a tumor between her nose

and eyes.

NORTHRIDGE 

Blessings from Northridge FWB Church.

With the arrival of summer comes warm

weather, sunshine and many wonderful things

about summer that remind us of God and His

glory.  We finished up a week of VBS a couple

of weeks ago.  We had Bible lessons, music,

crafts and games each night for the kids (as well

as an adult class).  We ended the week with a

VBS celebration with a service, lunch and a

movie.  

Our attention now turns to our three camps.

Some of the people from church have been

down to the camp making repairs, painting, and

sprucing it up, getting ready for camp.  Sr. Co

Ed Camp starts July 9th; Jr. Boys Camp starts

July 16th and Jr. Girls Camp starts July 23rd.

God has blessed us with a beautiful camp, a

wonderful camp program and great camp lead

ers and workers. 

We continue to have several people going to

various countries, such as Israel, Haiti, Japan,

and Columbia to be a light and to reach lost

souls for Christ.

Please pray for our country, our leaders, our

military, our police officers and firefighters.

Pray and ask God how you can be a light, and

how He can use you to reach the lost and point

souls to Christ. “Now then we are ambassadors
for Christ,” II Corinthians 5:20

Please tune in to our weekly radio ministry on 

Sunday at 2:30 p.m. (Station WGNZ 1110 AM

and 104.3 FM)

Please join us in service on our church web

page – www.northridgefwbc.org and click on

live streaming

In His service. 

Tim Hamilton, Pastor

Corky Coomes, Reporter

MECHANICSBURG (TRINITY)

Greetings from Mechanicsburg FWB Church

family. 

Summer is upon us!   We are truly  blessed

with sunshine and rain!    God is an awesome

God! 

We worship and sing praises to our Lord every

Sunday!  Our pastor,  Jessie Walters brings the

message and we have special singing by The

Crossing Over.  

Our annual Sunday School Picnic was held

Sunday, June 25th at the Goshen Memorial Park

in Mechanicsburg.  We shared a great day with

our brothers and sisters, ate great foods, sang

songs of praises and the children played games.  

The women of the church enjoyed a night out

in June at the IHop! Breakfast for dinner!

Delicious!   July’s dinner will be held at Bob

Evans!  

In closing, we ask that you keep our church in

your prayers.  Please remember our lost loved

ones and those who have been out with sick

nesses and other health problems.   

May the Lord bless and keep you.

Jessie Walters, Pastor

Bobbi Groeber, Reporter

REYNOLDSBURG (FRANKLIN) 

“The Lord reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let
the multitude of isles be glad thereof.” Psalm

97:1

The Lord has blessed us with freedom to wor

ship in this city! We are thankful for the new

people that we have seen here recently!

Many of our youth are at church camp at this

writing. We are praying they will be drawn clos

er to the Lord and become greater witnesses for

Him when they return.

Jonathan Williams will be attending Truth and

Peace July 519th. Truth and Peace is a leader

ship training conference for Free Will Baptist

high school students. Please join us in praying

for all the students attending from all over the

world as they learn to discover their talents,

develop their leadership, and dedicate their

hearts for faithful service to God.

We will be hosting a Car Show & Church

Cruise In on Saturday, July 29th from 124pm.

Please pray for this event as we encourage those

attending the show to “cruise in” and check out

the many changes to the church. We hope to

spark an interest and see them return for VBS

and our church services.  

Vacation Bible School is July 31August 4th.

The VBS theme is Hero Central  Discovering
Your Strength in God. Please pray for us as we

desire to reach the families in our community

who need to hear about Jesus Christ.

Jerry Sargent, Pastor 

Regina Williams, Reporter
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Hospital

Update

HELP FOR THOSE 

WHO ARE GRIEVING

Roy Harris is a husband, father, grandfather, pas

tor, educator, denominational leader, and published

author. He faithfully stood by his wife of 33 years

Diana, through their threeyear battle with breast can

cer that eventually took her life. God used Roy’s book

Caring for the Caregiver mightily across America and

around the world to help and encourage caregivers. 

Living Beyond Grief is a sequel to that book and

was written to help those who’ve lost loved ones navi

gate the difficult waters of grieving. It records Roy’s

grieving journey and provides insight and practical suggestions on how to survive

those difficult days.

Roy has successfully with God’s help, moved through that difficult time and not

only survived but also is doing well.

“Living Beyond Grief by Dr. Roy Harris offers practical steps of application for

those experiencing the devastation of losing a loved one. I read several books after

losing my parents, but this book has given me new insights in helping me as I journey

through the grieving process. I highly recommend this book to those on this same

path of grief.” Mrs. PAM HACKETT  Pam is a pastor’s wife to her husband Tim, a

mother and grandmother.

“ Living Beyond Grief is very readable, practical, and helpful, whatever your situ

ation. Roy takes us through his deepest journey as though we were passengers

strapped in for the ride, and from scene to scene we gain new insights. Who knew a

book about caregiving, grief, and recovery could be so enriching and—should I say

it? —Entertaining.”  Dr. ROBERT J. MORGAN  Rob has served as pastor of The

Donelson Fellowship for over 30 years. He is a best selling and GoldMedallion win

ning writer with over 3.5 million books in print circulation.

“Can anyone fully understand the many emotions a caregiver goes through in the

loss of a loved one? From his experience, Roy Harris poignantly shares practical

insights on grieving and healing in his book Living Beyond Grief. There’s nothing

quite like hearing from someone who’s been there and is thriving. Share this book

with someone who is working through his or her own grief!” Mrs. SANDY

ATWOOD. Sandy is wife to Pastor Richard, a mother and grandmother. 

The book sells for $9.99 plus $3 shipping. Proceeds from all book sales go

towards helping fund Roy & Amy’s ministry to pastors and churches in EAST

AFRICA. To purchase copies  Contact Roy Harris – roy@royharris.info or 615

3511425. Discount for 5 or more books purchased.  Books may also be purchased

online at through Amazon.com and other online major book outlets.

FELLOWSHIP TRACT LEAGUE  

For all of your TRACT needs  

Call Rep. Tim Lapish at 
1-614-937-5746 or 
1-513-494-1075; 

Available for pulpit supply
timJL52@yahoo.com
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Welch Names Greg Fawbush to Sports

Post
Mr. Greg Fawbush, accomplished coach, athletic director,

and Free Will Baptist pastor, has been named Athletic

Director and Men’s Basketball Coach at Welch College,

according to President Matt Pinson. Fawbush fills the

vacancies left by interim Men’s Basketball Coach Donnie

Stevanus, who resigned in March, and outgoing Athletic

Director Gary Turner, who, in transition to retirement, will

continue to teach in and administer the Exercise Science

degree and associated academic programs.

Since graduating from Welch College in 1995, Fawbush has ministered in a wide range of roles

within the Free Will Baptist denomination. Early in his career, Fawbush served as a youth pastor,

coach, and teacher. Most recently, he has served as Director of Athletic and Coaching Services at

the 700studentstrong Seffner Christian Academy in Seffner, FL, and as Pastor of New Hope

Free Will Baptist Church in Dover, FL. 

During his 21year tenure at Seffner Christian, Fawbush served in the athletic department and

taught Senior Bible. He is wellknown in South Florida for his successful high school basketball

coaching career, with a record of 379135. Fawbush led his program to four state tournament

appearances, including two state runnerup finishes. He has been named Coach of the Year multi

ple times, both in Hillsborough County and the state of Florida. 

As Director of Coaching and Athletic Services, he played an instrumental role in developing

Seffner Christian’s athletic program as a noted force in the state of Florida. In that role he admin

istered 29 teams and managed 47 coaches. “Mr. Fawbush’s exceptional service at Seffner

Christian Academy and ministry in the churches display his commitment to seeing God’s work

successfully done, a heart for serving others, and a love for the Free Will Baptist Church,” Pinson

said. 

“We’ve watched him, from an academic standpoint, receive the highest marks from his professors

in Welch’s new M.A. program in theology and ministry. His record as an outstanding preacher

and minister who combines Christian worldview scholarship, a 21year athletic career, and a win

ning coaching record in Christian education is a great combination for our mission here at

Welch.” 

Fawbush stated, “I look forward to returning to my alma mater to serve Welch as Athletic

Director and Men’s Basketball Coach. I am extremely honored to have the opportunity to support

Welch as a representative in Free Will Baptist churches and Christian schools—and in the col

lege’s new community in Sumner County.”  

Welch College Announces New Scholarships for Ministry Team

Students
Beginning in the Fall of 2017, Welch College will provide scholarship assistance of $4,000 annu

ally per student for participation in select music groups such as the Rejoice! Ministry Team,

according to David Williford, Vice President for Institutional Advancement.

In addition to the scholarship aid, cash stipends will be provided for these students when they

travel for Welch College. The Evangels drama team will also be given scholarship funds to be

awarded at the discretion of the Drama Department Coordinator in consultation with the Vice

President for Institutional Advancement.

“Interested students, both current and prospective students, are invited to audition for these

groups. Prospective students who are unable to come to campus this summer can audition via

Skype,” Williford said. Scholarship recipients will be chosen after auditions and interviews.

Returning students must have a minimum 2.0 GPA and be approved by the Dean of Students.

Incoming freshmen must have a demonstrated record of leadership, a minimum 21 composite

ACT score, and a pastoral reference letter. Students who meet renewal criteria may renew their

scholarship each subsequent year of their attendance at Welch. 

Williford said, “Welch College music ministry teams travel and represent Welch College in a

variety of venues, including, but not limited to, local churches, association meetings, youth ral

lies, and fundraising events. They do a great job promoting Welch College throughout the aca

demic year and up to seven weeks in the summer. We look forward to receiving contacts from

new and returning students who might be interested in auditioning for a ministry team for this

upcoming academic year.”

New and returning students who are interested in applying for scholarships should contact Derek

Altom, Office Manager for Institutional Advancement, at daltom@welch.edu, or 6156755262.

Welch College Graduates 58 in Commencement Exercises 
Welch College conferred degrees on 58 students in its first commencement exercises since mov

ing to Gallatin, TN, according to President Matt Pinson. Just a few days shy of the new Celorio

Hall being available on the new campus, the college was blessed to have the use of nearby

NorthField Church for its Commencement service on Friday, May 19, and Baccalaureate on

Thursday evening, May 18. Students completed degrees in multiple programs ranging from two

year associate’s degrees to the new Master of Arts degree in Theology and Ministry. Fortyeight

percent of the class graduated with honors.

Rev. Clint Morgan, General Director of FWB International Missions, delivered the commence

ment address. He challenged graduates with seven African proverbs taken from his book African

Proverbs: Wisdom without Borders, a product of his twentynine years of missionary service in

Côte d’Ivoire, West Africa. Rev. Todd Parrish, pastor of First Free Will Baptist Church,

Washington, NC, presented Thursday evening’s baccalaureate sermon.  He relayed to graduates

the importance of servanthood as taught by Christ’s washing the disciples’ feet in John 13.

A hooding was held on Thursday afternoon, May 18, for Welch’s first graduates of the M.A. pro

gram in Theology and Ministry. This event took place in the new library of Coffman Hall. A

reception followed for graduates and their families.

President Matt Pinson recognized Dr. Greg Ketteman for his eleven years of outstanding serv

ice as Welch College provost. Dr. Ketteman will begin a new position June 1 as Vice President

for Strategic Initiatives. School of Theology Dean Dr. Kevin Hester was named Academic

Advisor of the Year. Dr. Ian Hawkins, Chairman of the Arts and Sciences Department, was rec

ognized for ten years of faithful service to Welch College.

Immediately following the Commencement service, the college family hosted a luncheon on the

new campus grounds for all graduates and guests.

The college commends to you and to the work of the Lord the members of the 2017 graduating

class.

NORTH AMERICAN MINISTRIES

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEET

The Board of Free Will Baptist North American Ministries

met in Antioch, Tennessee on Tuesday, April 25th. 

The morning devotion was presented by Board Member Bob

Thebeau (MO), who was attending his last meeting as a

board member. Brother Bob is set to come off the board in

July after 17 years of faithful service. 

During the report of Executive Director Dr. David Crowe,

an independent auditor’s report was received from Joel D.

Collum. 

Dr. Crowe then reviewed the financial report for 2016, which contained a great deal of positive

news.

The Church Extension Loan Fund (CELF), which loans money to Free Will Baptist Churches and

ministries for building and other projects, had the greatest year in its history, experiencing both a

record amount of investments into the program and a record amount of money loaned out.

The "Mission North America" offering was a record $736,739.00 for 2016, shattering the previ

ous record of $452,000.00 by almost $300,000.00.

Considering all aspects of our finances, 2016 was the greatest financial year in the long history of

the department. Including the General Fund, Missionary giving, and CELF, North American

Ministries cumulatively ended the year $122,134.00 in the black.

What makes these numbers even more incredible is the dramatic improvement they represent

from 2015  a turnaround of $758,219.00 in just one year.

"We are thanking the Lord for His goodness to North American Ministries", said General Director

David Crowe. "This banner year would not have been possible without the generosity of Free

Will Baptists across the country, and we invite them to rejoice with us in this good news."

"These numbers reflect this department's commitment to good stewardship, as well as what I

believe is a strong vote of confidence by our people in all of the exciting things that are happen

ing at North American Ministries", said Board Chairman Jeff Jones

A 2018 proposed budget totaling $5,000,000 was presented and adopted. 

Reports were then heard and received from Director of Church Planting Brad Ransom, Director

of Church Revitalization Jim McComas, Director of Master’s Men Kenneth Akers, Director of

Chaplain Support Kerry Steedley, and Director of Hispanic Ministries Rick Bowling.

All Board Members were in attendance for the meeting: Chairman Jeff Jones (NC), Vice

Chairman Frank Webster (MO), Clerk Tim Stout (OH), Mike Cash (AZ), Earl Hanna (SC),

Bob Lewis (TN), David Sexton (VA), Bob Thebeau (MO), and Frank Wiley (OK).



WELLINGTON (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Hello from your friends at Wellington FWB.

The following are dates you may wish to add to

your calendar: Youth event: July14th, Friday @

7pm, “Water War” at our church. Homecoming:

Aug13th, Sunday @11, dinner to follow. Youth

event: Aug. 19th, Saturday @ 2pm with paddle

boats at the Wellington Reservoir and bonfire.

Wednesday evening 7pm study of the proph

esy in Revelation, led by Pastor Jeff Isaacs, at

the same time, youth group meets under the

direction of Charissa Isaacs. More information

can be found at our church's Facebook page,  all

are welcome!  Contact us for more information.

Beloved Bro. Paul Dutton and beloved Bro.

Harry Bickerton have gone from this life and

into their eternal home in heaven with Jesus.

Pastor Jeff conducted the graveside service for

Bro. Harry Bickerton.  The funeral for Bro. Paul

Dutton was held at our church.  Our prayers

continue for the families of these two most

remarkable Christian men.

Bro. Robert Legg of the FWB Ministries vis

ited and reported on the amazing work the Lord

is doing through the home ministry: 160 chil

dren fed and housed per week and a  90% suc

cess rate in the teen alcohol/drug rehabilitation

program.  Praise God!  Bro. Jacob Berry of OK

came to preach and we thank him for his

reminder of how our Father (Daddy) can fix it.

Additional thanks to Bro. Willie Bias who filled

in on Mother's Day and the Sunday before

Memorial Day.  We are so blessed by the mes

sages he brings to our church.  Thank you to

these servants of God.

Please join us in prayer for our pastor, his wife,

Charissa, for the youth, the church workers,

Bro. Rudy Chambers, our friends who have left

our church and please pray that we be not dis

couraged, doubting or inactive. God bless you!

Jeffrey Isaacs, Pastor

Margaret DeWitt, Reporter

OAK HILL (JACKSON)

Greetings. We serve a great big wonderful

God. He is so good and we thank Him for His

many blessings.

May 7th we had a special singing group visit

with us, The Stoney Creek Singers. They did a

wonderful job and we enjoyed their songs.

On Mother’s Day we gave hanging flower bas

kets to the oldest mother, youngest mother and

the mother with the most children present.  All

the men of the church sang, “If I Could Hear
My Mother Pray Again” to the mothers. Bro.

Billy McFann preached from Jeremiah 52,

“Aren’t You Glad the King Passed By?” His

children sang for us. Each mother received a

potted flower after the service.

May 25th was our songfest. Kyle and Brittany

Schaffer blessed us through their songs.

We had a Mother’s and Father’s Day dinner on

May 28th. Our pastor, Bro. Allen Simpson

preached the morning service and Bro. Danny

Boggs preached in the afternoon.

On Father’s Day each father received a gift of

appreciation. The women sang “The Unseen
Hand” to the fathers.

On June 11th, Bro. Steven Blagg preached and

June 24th Bro. Ronnie Blagg preached. We are

thankful for everyone who comes to fellowship

with us. We love each one. 

Until next time, may God bless you.

Allen Simpson, Pastor

Sandy Clark, Reporter

CLEVELAND (CUYAHOGA LORAIN)

“And of some have compassion, making a dif
ference:” Jude 1:22

On June 4th during our Sunday morning wor

ship service, we had two members baptized;

Sister Tracy Scaife and Brother Rudy Kubicek.

During our evening service, we held our 35th

Annual Awards Ceremony for our students at

Spring Valley Christian School, a vital part of

our church ministry. 

July 78th we will be hosting the Cuyahoga

Lorain Conference here. There will be a lunch

eon served on Saturday.

As always, continue to pray for Pastor

Prichard and Sister Lona, as well as our church

and school. 

Robert L. Prichard, Pastor

Kimberly R. Young, Reporter  

GOOD HOPE (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings from Good Hope FWB Church.  We

thank God for our church and for all He does for

us.

We have a great group of young people and

Bro Paul lets them have Young People Sunday,

where they open the church service and do the

singing on the last Sunday of the month. They

do a great job.

We had our Sunday School picnic on June

25th. There was a good turnout and good food.

The church rented the huge bubbles for the kids

to get inside. They had a great time and the

grownups enjoyed watching them.

We are looking forward to going to the confer

ence in July. Pray for our church that we can see

people saved 

Paul Peterson, Pastor

Mary Diamond, Reporter
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Evangelist 

Mike Blanton

Available for services, revivals and

campmeetings!

(614) 8712795 

Mike Blanton and Evidence
available to sing at your church!

Allow us to share in our news of celebration:

On average, we care for 125 children daily in our residential programs in Tennessee and

Arkansas.  

In 2016, we celebrated 155 first time decisions for Christ, 89 followed Him in baptism,

and 6 in rededication.

We continue to raise awareness and funds for the ministry of opening a Maternity

Home, adjacent to the Hope Center, our crisis pregnancy/resource center in

Greeneville TN.  Future renovations will include 5 apartments, to provide a home for

mother and her child. 

November 18th, we celebrated with the ribbon cutting and open house for our new

Resource Center in Elizabethton, TN.  At this location, we offer our new “Hands to

Help” inhome senior care and support, foster care services and counseling.  On

December 9th, we opened our second resource center in Erwin, TN, providing a satellite

office of the Hope Center, called the “Door of Hope”, and will also offer senior care

and support, foster care, and Christianbased counseling.  An office in the works at

Greenwood, AR, will also include the inhome program, with the goal to provide addi

tional services in the future as needed.  We are excited to offer these new areas of min

istry to all age groups.

Florence Crittenton Home, in Little Rock, AR, providing care to children since 2004,

continues to be a safe haven for those who live there.  Maggie House, our home in

Charleston, AR, continues at operate at near capacity with 30 children since opening its

doors in December 2015.  The children are primarily made up of sibling groups.  What a

blessing to see them reunited after being in separate homes across the state of AR.

Progress on our brand new campus at Fort Smith, AR, is 40 % complete.  The Curt,

Cliff & Opal Young Children’s Home project is moving full steam ahead with 4 new

cottages, with a goal to be in operation by July, 2017. 

We are currently providing care for approximately 110 senior citizens in our two assist

ed living facilities, Governor’s Bend, Erwin, TN & The Laurels, Wise VA.  The

Laurels recently celebrated their 10th year anniversary. We are thankful to be able to

offer quality full Service living where residents have the independence of living in their

own suites with the freedom to do exactly as they like, all while enjoying the safety and

services provided by an attentive 24hour staff.

With our purchase of the John M. Reed Center, Limestone, TN, we are progressing

nicely with renovations in hopes to be accepting residents by the first of April.  The

facility will feature a 63 skilled bed/long term nursing home, and 12 assisted living

apartments.

We are gearing up for the 2017 season at the Oaks Retreat Center.  We hosted over

3,065 guests last year.  During youth camp, we were witness to 66 individuals receiving

salvation, and 44 follow Christ in baptism. 

Free Will Baptist Family Ministries has been faithful in serving since 1939, and we exist

today only because of the continued prayers and support from friends like you.  Your

unwavering commitment allows us to continue God’s kingdom work.  We want to thank

each of you for what you do for Family Ministries! 

Together, we can make an eternal difference in the lives of hurting children and families 

90 Stanley Lane, Greeneville, TN  37743                        

Phone: 423.639.9449                                       

Email: info@fwbfm.com  Website: www.fwbfm.com

Visit
us on the web

www.OhioFWB.org
or our Facebook Page



STONEY RUN (PINE CREEK)

A heartfelt hello from Stoney Run FWB. In

May our small church was blessed with another

successful yard/bake sale foodpantry fundrais

er.  We are working on our next big fundraiser;

a church cookbook. Phyllis Ferguson has taken

on this task of collecting and designing our new

cookbook. With great pride, our church also

provided a personalized KJV Bible to our mem

bers graduating in 2017. Veronica Fishers’

daughter, Vanessa Flanery, was awarded this

honor for her HS graduation. 

May 27th, Pastor Crad baptized four individu

als: Matthew, Amanda, Britani and myself. We

truly felt the power of the Lord through this

spiritual and essential part of our salvation. 

On June 4th, the church provided a combined

Mother and Father Dinner catered by McManus

Catering. An incredible evening was filled with

excellent food and fellowship. June 8th, our

youth group, headed by Krista Klaiber, provid

ed a youth vs. adults game night. It was a won

derful success! Full of healthy competition,

laughter, food, and fellowship. 

The congregation is looking forward to more

to come. Our VBS was an exciting adventure

with an average combined attendance of 55

children and adults. We chose a theme to exem

plify the life of Jesus Christ, “Back to Basics”,
organized by Phyllis Ferguson. We are looking

forward to our homecoming on July 23rd with

Chris Oiler and music provided by the talented

Theresa Jeffries. A revival has be scheduled

for September 1115th. Pastor Crad has charged

us to pray daily for our revival and choose a lost

soul to receive Gods glory.

Craddock Frye, Pastor

Erin Cox, Reporter

WOODSTOCK (CENTRAL OHIO)

Summer greetings from the Woodstock FWB

Church! We have been busy finishing up VBS.

We had good attendance for a "Country
Church". VBS was under the direction of Bro.

Mike and Sis. Melanie Dowell. Bro. Mike

seemed to enjoy the marshmallow battle with

the little ones a little to much! They love

him.They do a good job with all the youth activ

ities. They are praying about branching out with

a new endeavor concerning the youth. Say a

prayer that God will direct them on this matter.

We have been earnestly praying for our pastor

and his wife, Fredia Street since she has been

diagnosed with leukemia. She is in remission

and waiting for the next step of a bone marrow

transplant. She is such a sweet compassionate

soul and we have truly been missing her in serv

ices. She has been faithful in serving the Lord

since they came to our church. She has a strong

desire to serve God in whatever capacity He

puts her in. She and the pastor have said they

have been able to witness to many people dur

ing her illness. 

Please pray for our church also through this

ordeal. We have folks in the church that have

stepped up and took over in whatever has been

needed since Pastor Russell and Sis. Fredia

have had to miss church. God is so good! 

We were saddened at the passing of former

pastor, Rev. Don Hix. He was a dedicated work

er for the Lord. He truly cared about his church

and the community that he labored in. Continue

to remember his wife, Dottie and family.

We are doing our best to serve the Lord and

gain as many as we can until His  return to take

us all to heaven! May God richly bless you all.

Russell Street, Pastor

Ginny Jones, Reporter

FAITH (SOUTH CENTRAL)

Greetings from Faith FWB Church! 

It’s a busy time getting ready for VBS!  This

year’s VBS will be July 17th21st with a special

family night planned the evening of the 22nd.

Our theme this will be High Seas.  We will be

learning about how God’s word is true, com

forting, surprising, life changing and is for

everyone! Please keep Sis. Angie Vanover in

your prayers as she leads and guides to make

this another successful VBS year!

Our youth had a car wash/bake sale on June

3rd.  It was a good time working together.  They

were able to raise $410.00!  

We are planning a SS picnic Sunday, Aug.

20th.  We will be having our service at

Kachelmacher Park with a picnic to follow.  We

are praying for good weather and to be able to

get the parents of our church van kids to attend. 

Since our last report, we had a member of our

church pass away.  Bro. Gary Walton went to

be with the Lord June 21st in his home.  Bro.

Gary was the perfect example of how we should

never give up praying for our loved ones.  His

wife, Irene, prayed for his salvation for many

years. That prayer was answered a couple years

ago when Gary accepted Jesus as his Savior.

He enjoyed coming to church.  His teacher stat

ed that Gary always had questions and input in

class and enjoyed conversation about God’s

Word. He was known to be good with children.

We have had a quarter drive and the kids could

count on Gary to have a handful of quarters to

give them.  He will be missed.  Continue to pray

for his wife, Irene and the family.

We are thankful for God’s blessings on our

church and in our lives.  We ask His blessings

on all of you. In His service.

Tony Vanover, Pastor

Teresa Gibson, Reporter
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Central Ohio
September 1013 Franklin Conference Revival with Tyler Penn, Westerville FWB

Northern Ohio
July 8 CuyahogaLorain Conference meeting at Cleveland FWB, Robert Prichard, Pastor

August 6 Pleasant Hill FWB, Homecoming, Bob Franklin, Pastor

August 13 Wellington, Homecoming, Jeffrey Isaacs, Pastor

August 19 Northern Ohio Conference meeting at First Carey FWB, Sid Ramey, Pastor 

Southern Ohio
July 17 Dailyville, Orphan Children from Uganda will be performing, 7PM, Pete Dunn, Pastor

July 22 Jackson Conference meeting at Eifort FWB

August 5 Lawrence Conference meeting at the Woodland Chapel FWB, David Schug, Pastor 

August 12 SouthCentral Conference meeting Faith FWB, Tony Vanover, Pastor 

August 12 Pine Creek Conference meeting at Tick Ridge FWB, Rick Arthur, Pastor 

Western Ohio
July 8 TriState Conference meeting at Ambassador, Roland Luthy, Pastor 

August 5 North & Western Conference meeting at Lima FWB, David Coffey, Pastor

August 27 South Charleston, Homecoming, Bert Alsept, Pastor
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SCIOTO (PINE CREEK)

Since our last report, we got to honor our

mothers of the church with flowers. On

Memorial Day weekend we had the privilege to

honor our veterans and also for the ones that are

currently serving. Our pastor, Kevin Greene,

was the guest speaker at the Lucasville

Memorial Day Parade.  He did a wonderful job

and we were proud to call him our pastor. 

The fathers of the church were presented with

gifts on Father's Day.

We were truly blessed during our VBS. There

seemed to be a sweet spirit with us each night.

The children were well behaved and so atten

tive.  We had a competition between the boys

and the girls. Each group was to bring in love

offerings for our Burdens to Blessings

Christmas fund that will supply Christmas gifts

to families that are in need in the area.  The girls

have remained the champs for the last three

years. The total from the week came to $560.00.

It is a great start to the fund.  The girls had the

privilege of throwing water balloons at our pas

tor Kevin Greene for their efforts.

We will be having a Family & Friends Day at

our church on July 15th. Time will be from 1

5:00pm. We will be serving hot dogs, hamburg

ers, and all the fixings.  There will be inflata

bles, corn hole, and other games to try.  We will

have a cake and pie auction with proceeds

going into the Christmas Fund for the needy

families. We are looking forward to a great day.

We invite all to come and join us. Feel free to

bring a cake or pie for the auction or you can

just bid on one.

We pray that everyone is having a great sum

mer thus far, and blessings are upon you.  

We serve a most gracious and loving God and

we praise Him for all that He has done for us

here at Scioto FWB Church.  Continue to pray

for us that we will always be found doing the

work of our LORD.

Kevin Greene, Pastor

Cathy Nance, Reporter

NEW HOPE (PORTER ASSOCIATION)

Greetings from New Hope! 

Since our last report, we have enjoyed a

"Praise the Lord" Fellowship Dinner and we

also honored all our ladies of the church on

Mother's Day. 

On May 20th, several from our church attend

ed the Porter Association meeting. We appreci

ate the fine folks at Hamilton Glades and thank

them for their hospitality!

The next day, May 21st, Bro. Lazaro Riesgo

from International Missions was with us for our

morning service. He was such a delight to get to

know and preached a wonderful message! We

hope he can come back again in the future.

Also, our church participated in the "30 Days

of Prayer for the Muslim World" from May 27

to June 25th. 

We had an appreciation dinner for all the men

the Tuesday before Father's Day. We have a

great group of men who are faithful and devot

ed to the Lord and His church. Please pray for

us as we endeavor to reach people who need

Jesus!

George Grice, Pastor

Lena Grice, Reporter
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Remember the

Ohio

Coop

Plan
supports

All
our ministries!
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7554 Slate Ridge Blvd. Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068

(614) 7511190 * (800) 7261290 * (614) 7511192 Fax

Serving Ohio Churches
We invite you to participate!

To find out more, please visit our website
WWW.FWBNAM.COM

Tim Eaton (OK)      Rick Dement (MO)   Marshall Bon’ey (VA)    Joel Franks (KY)       Matt Pinson (TN)        Clint Morgan (TN)  
Sunday School              Sunday Morning          Sunday Evening           Monday Evening           Tuesday Evening          Wenesday Evening


