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s it possible to be a Christian in secret? Can we

be followers of Jesus and not let anyone know?

That is a problem that some religious leaders had in

Jesus’ day. They believed He was the Son of God.

They believed He was the Messiah, the Savior of the

world, but they would not make it public. This is

being a secret disciple. There are those disciples that

prefer to admire Jesus from afar!

Do your neighbors know where you stand with

Christ? Your family? Your coworkers? Your school

mates? What would they say about your commit

ment to Christ?

I believe that secret disciples are a serious problem

today. If there was ever a time for Christians to

stand up and make themselves known it is now.

Why a Secret Disciple? (John 12:4243)

John tells us of some secret disciples of Jesus.

“Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many
believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they
did not confess him, lest they should be put out of
the synagogue” vs.42.  “For they loved the praise of
men more than the praise of God.” vs.43

The first cause we see is that they feared losing their
positions. To openly profess Christ would cause

these chief rulers to be put out of the synagogue.

They would lose the position they held. We may lose

our status if we make it known that we follow

Christ. I read about a lawyer one time who wanted

to follow Christ, but he wanted Jesus as a silent part

ner.  There are many who hold back their profession

because they fear losing their position. 

The second cause they remained silent is a fear of
losing their reputation.  They were more concerned

about men’s praise than God’s praise! This is one of

the most powerful forces that keep people from an

open commitment to Christ. Could that have been

the Roman Governor Pilate’s problem or the Judge

Felix’s problem or King Agrippa’s problem?  They

were simply afraid of what men may say about

them.

Difficulty With Being a Secret Disciple (Matthew

26:6975)

When I think of the night that Jesus was arrested,

my mind goes back to the cowardice of Simon Peter.

He loved the Lord and had boasted that night that he

would remain faithful, even if the other disciples

would forsake Him.  And we know what happened.

Peter ended up denying the Lord three times, just as

Jesus said he would.

The first difficulty with secret discipleship is that it
causes us to be disobedient to our Lord. Christ

wants His followers to openly own Him as Lord.

“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men,
him will confess before my Father which is in heav
en.” Matthew 10:3233.   Peter was disobedient to

Christ that night when he denied Him. The religious

leaders in John 12 were disobedient as well!

The second difficulty is that being a secret disciple

is that it stops any progress. Peter that weekend was

filled with discouragement, fear and bitterness. If he

had not repented later, his life would have been a

total failure. He sure took a step back that night!

The third difficulty is that being a secret disciple dis
courages other believers. Can you imagine the

effect on the other disciples seeing Peter openly

denying the Lord?  No doubt it brought great dis

couragement to them.  And wouldn’t it have been

encouraging to the disciples in this dark hour to

know about those chief rulers who believed?

The fourth difficulty is that it gives the wrong idea
to the world of what a Christian is. That maid who

questioned Peter about his association of Christ and

the others who heard him deny Christ, probably

wondered, “Is this what all Christians are like, refus

ing to stand with Jesus in difficult times?

Winning Over Being a Secret Disciple (John

19:3840)

John gives us the identity of two of those chief

rulers who believed on Jesus but wouldn’t come for

ward. “And after this Joseph of Arimathea being a
disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews,
besought Pilate that he might take away the body of
Jesus...And there came also Nicodemus, which at the
first came to Jesus by night...Then took they the
body of Jesus and wound it in linen clothes with the
spices as the manner of the Jews is to bury.”

In this bold act, these chief rulers overcame being

secret disciples.  This no doubt marked these men as

followers of Jesus.  There lives would no longer be

the same!

What drew them out?  What caused them to come

forward now? They came forward as the disciples

were back in the shadows.  

Could it have been Christ’s conduct under such

extreme pressure? Could it have been how Jesus’

enemies had treated Him so unfairly?  Could it be

that they did not what to be associated with the

Jewish leaders any more? Could it have been Pilate’s

verdict of innocence? Could it have been the events

of the crucifixion? The darkness? The earthquake?

The graves opening? The vail renting?

Could it have been Christ’s death itself? After all

Jesus had told Nicodemus earlier that “And as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must
the Son of Man be lifted up.” John 3:14. Jesus also

said, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto me.” John 12:32. Jesus death sure

has had a drawing power upon men down through

the ages!

How can we win over being a secret disciples our

selves?  We need to do just as Joseph of Arimathea

and Nicodemus did with their bold act of coming

forth and identifying with Christ in His darkest hour.

We need to perform bold acts that will mark us as

followers of Jesus.

We need a public salvation that includes our hearts

to believe and our mouths to confess Romans 10:9.

Do others know that you are a Christian? We need to

follow the Lord’s steps in baptism. We need to take

church membership with a body of believers. We

need to testify before men of our belief in Christ. We

need to openly serve our Lord by serving others.

Do we have any secret disciples today? We must

decide what we want the most. Let’s not be afraid of

losing our position or reputation, but boldly come

forth and own Jesus publicly!

Edwin Hayes 
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2017 Ohio Men’s Retreat Report

On January 1921, 2017 330 men came to experience the

Lord’s presence at the Heartland Retreat Center and to

see what God had in store for them at the annual Ohio

Men’s Retreat.

Thursday, January 19th
The first service was held in the afternoon with Ohio

Promotional Secretary Edwin Hayes greeting the men.

Bro. Bryon Justice of Canaan FWB in Creston and Bro.

Greg Harrell from the Heritage Church in Columbus led

the music for the services with Bro. David Crank play

ing the keyboard.  Bro. Luke Grimes, accompanied by

Bro. Dalton Alvis from the Flagship FWB Church in

Erie, PA provided the special music.  Rev. Will Harmon, pastor of the Cavanaugh FWB Church

in Ft. Smith, Arkansas brought the message, “Be A Man” from I Kings 2:2.  In this sermon, Bro.

Will used the challenge that King David gave to Solomon to be a godly man. After the service,

Missionary Daryl Grimes and gave a report on the Flagship Church in Erie, PA, Missionary

Jerry Gibbs gave greetings from the International Mission Department and Ohio Missionary

Travis McKenzie gave an update on the new work in Ashland, Ohio.  

That evening, the men assembled for the second service.   The special singing was provided by

Bro. Chad Cordell from the New Carlisle FWB Church.  Randall University President Tim

Eaton began a series of messages concerning, “The Bible Tells Me So” preached about, “David’s

Mighty Men” from II Samuel 23:1315. This message let us know that our love for our King

should motivate us to sacrificial acts. 

After the service, Missionaries J.D. Webb, Kevin Bass and David Outlaw gave updates on their

works. Rev. Mike Edwards gave greetings from Welch College. When we dismissed the service,

the Ohio Men’s Choir under the direction of Bro. Bryon Justice formed and practiced.  The men

enjoyed fellowship, recreation and music throughout the retreat center.

Friday, January 20th
In the first service on Friday morning, Mansfield Pastor Mark Bailey, his son Marcus, and Jeff

Tenney and his son Jacob provided the special music and Tim Eaton  preached the message,

“Joseph” from Hebrews 11:22 which challenged the men to believe God’s promises even in diffi

cult situations.  

The second service that morning began with  The Sword Family from the Unity Church provid

ing the special music. Bro. Will Harmon then preached on the subject, "Life Changing

Experiences" from Philippians 3:1314. He made the point that we must allow God to radically

change our lives.

We gave attendance awards Friday afternoon.  The first category, “Most First Time Attendees”

the United Church pastored by Randy Keffer won first place by bringing five new attendees!

The Gahanna Church, pastored by Curtis Booth and the Rosedale Church pastored by Jason

Meade tied for second place with four new attendees each.  The Southwest Church, pastored by

John Meade came in third place with three new attendees. 

In the second category, “Most Men Attending in Relation to Church Membership” the Antioch

Church pastored by Rick Henderson won first place with 29% of their membership in atten

dance.  The Rosedale Church pastored by Jason Meade came in second place with 27.2% and

the Flagship Church pastored by Daryl Grimes came in third place with 21.4%.

In the final category, “Most Men in Attendance, the Canaan Church pastored by Mike Gladson

won with 27 men in attendance!  Second place was a tie by the Rosedale Church pastored by

Jason Meade and Unity Church pastored by Eugene Crouch with 18 in attendance. Third place

was the Gahanna Church pastored by Curtis Booth with 16 in attendance. 

In the afternoon service the Ohio Men’s Choir under the direction of Bro.  Bryon Justice pro

vided the special music and they did a wonderful job! Tim Eaton preached the message entitled,

"Daniel" from Daniel 6:17. In the message Bro. Eaton gave a challenge to trust God’s word even

when you face extreme opposition.

The Representatives from Canaan FWB in Creston provided a concert before the evening serv

ice. They also provided the special music for the service.  

Will Harmon then preached a message on, “Stay Vertical” from Daniel 3:16. He encouraged the

men to stand and not give up no matter what enemy we may face. 

Ohio Moderator Mark Price dismissed the men to their individual meetings

in the dorm rooms.  These services are a very special time of sharing and bonding the men enjoy

yearly at the retreat. There was sharing together, singing, preaching and praying in the rooms. 

Saturday, January 21st
In the first morning service, Bryon Justice led the music and wellknown Southern Gospel

Singer J.B. Spencer sang. Tim Eaton preached message, “Jesus Is In the House” from Mark 2:1

12. This message concluded his series about the truthfulness of the Bible.

In the last service, Will Harmon came to preach the last message of the retreat.  In his message

“Bullets, the Bible and You.” He challenged the men to go do what we are designed to do.

We thank the Lord for once again making His presence felt throughout the retreat. We are very

appreciative of what the He is doing for our men through this ministry!

Edwin Hayes
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OHIO STATE ASSOCIATION 

OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS
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The Ambassador is committed to promoting the

cause of Jesus Christ and the Ohio State Association

of Free Will Baptists  by presenting articles,

announcements and pertinent news to inform our
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March 12 Shelby SS & AM Service, Matt Pond, Pastor

March 19 Old Kyger AM Service

March 26 Dogwood Ridge AM & PM Service, Jeremy Moore, Pastor

April 2 Pine Grove AM Service, Kenny Webb, Pastor

April 9 Southwest AM Service, John Meade, Pastor

April 1015 Oak Hill Revival, Allen Simpson, Pastor

April 16 New Hope Sunrise & AM Easter Service, Wendell Combs, Pastor

April 23 North Woodbury SS & AM Service, Rob Ratcliff, Pastor

April 30 McArthur SS & AM Service, Jim Henderson, Pastor

Secretary’s Schedule

Together We Can

Continued on

next column

The dates for the 2018 retreat are, January 1820th. 

Mark those dates down and plan to attend!
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Regional Institute (Free)
Canaan Land Free Will Baptist Church

2777 Gantz Road

Grove City, Ohio 43123

EMail alton.loveless@prodigy.net

5733307728  (With attendance amount and preregistration of class)

March 27, 2017
6:30 Arrive and pick up coffee or drink and go straight to classroom

Ron Hunter Jr. is the executive director & CEO of Randall House the

publisher of D6 Curriculum, cofounder of and director of the D6

Conference. Ron has written over 50 articles for various magazines and

authored or coauthored three books, Toy Box Leadership, from Thomas

Nelson, Youth Ministry in the 21st Century – 5 Views, from Baker

Academic, and The DNA of D6: Building Blocks of Generational

Discipleship from Randall House. He graduated from Welch College and

earned his MPA from the University of Colorado. He is a PhD candidate

working on his dissertation in the Gary Cook School of Leadership at Dallas Baptist University,

where he is also an adjunct professor. 

Teens and Adults 

6:45 – 8:00 Family Ministry  the missing half plus 3 ways to correct it.

This session shows how our churches historically grew toward the division of church and home

and how we lost our teenagers when they became adults. It shows three steps to reclaiming the

church as a place to equip parents to coach their kids, teach kids and adults to defend their faith,

and put the other half back on the priority list of discipleship. 

8:15 – 9:30 Sticky Faith  Real Connections at Church and Home

Discipleship is a way of life and not just an event at church. We will walk through the entire

Bible (in 15 minutes) at what God intended and how His people got offtrack and then back on.

Then for the remainder of our time, we will work through how we can model God's intentions

and how certain practices and tools help make it easier. Teachers will find some real insight on

how their lesson can stickability through the whole week.  

Becci Catalfina has served in children’s ministry for over 30 years.  In that

time, she has worked as a VBS director & teacher, junior church teacher &

AWANA Club assistant director.  She received her bachelor’s degree from

The Ohio State University in elementary education, grades 18.  She com

pleted her master’s degree in curriculum & instruction and earned a K12

gifted intervention specialist endorsement from Ashland University.  Becci

has been an educator for over 24 years in the SouthWestern City School

District.  She currently serves as a classroom teacher & curriculum leader

who provides professional development for teachers within her building &

district.  God has given her a desire to continue her ministry by working with those who want to

grow in their service to the Lord through teaching young children.

Children's Ministry: Grades K8 6:45 – 8:00PM 

Creating Meaningful & Engaging Lessons for Children's Ministry: Grades K8

Course Description: Are you a new teacher, just entering the field of children’s ministry & want

help with how to plan engaging lessons?  Maybe you have been working in children’s ministry

for years & need a fresh perspective or “spark” to get you excited about teaching again.  If so,

this session is for you!  Join us as we take a look at how to plan simple & engaging lessons that

help kids connect Bible truths to their daily lives.  Specific ideas, activities & resources will be

shared for each step of the lesson planning process that anyone can use as they plan lessons for

young children.  

8:15 – 9:30   Course (Repeated from First Session)

Creating Meaningful & Engaging Lessons for Children's Ministry: Grades K8

Bring pad and pen and a willingness to learn

7554 Slate Ridge Blvd

Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068

800/7261290

This booklet is full of  Bible verses
and inspirational quotes 

from well-known authors who share 
a heart for family ministry



CENTERBURG (CAPITAL CITY)

It looks like spring is just around the cor

ner and the Celebration of the resurrection

of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ!

Since our last report we have witnessed

two souls saved, two rededicated and two

baptized! We give our Lord all the praise

and glory!

We had the privilege of having Brother

Travis McKenzie and his family with us

February 5th. He gave a wonderful mes

sage on “How to build a church”.

Praying with us for our building project,

the Lord has blessed us to go forward. His

building will be erected sometime in April.

The ladies of the church will be having

fundraising projects. The first is underway

for cookbooks. All recipes will be from the

wonderful cooks from Centerburg FWB. If

you would like to purchase a cookbook,

they should be ready for Mother’s Day.

There will be a men’s breakfast March

11th for prayer and breakfast. We will be

having dinner and prayer March 18th. We

will be praying for our revival March 19

24th. George Holley, Jason Meade and

Paul Moore will be preaching. There will

also be special singing nightly. 

We will have a “Raise The Roof” Sunday

on April 2nd. All offering taken will go

towards the Lord’s building project. Last

year He blessed us above and beyond what

we could ever imagine! We are looking for

great things to happen!  Our biggest goal is

to see souls added to God’s Kingdom!

Until next time, if the Lord should tarry.

Keep looking up!

Mark Tuggle, Pastor

Sandy McDowell, Reporter

HAMILTON GLADES (PORTER)

Greetings from the Hamilton Glades Church.

We had a wonderful service last Sunday morn

ing. Our dear sister Barb Johnson started it out

singing “Worthy is the Lamb, seated on the

throne!” Soon after Pastor Jim preached from

Luke 15, “I was the one lost sheep”. Later still

the Sunday School lesson for my preschoolers

was The Good Shepherd; and although none of

this was planned the theme of the Good

Shepherd was present all morning.

We’ve been blessed recently with special

songs by some of our children; Laney Toland

and the McGrail Sisters. Bonnie Mullins

planned a fun couples evening on Valentine’s

weekend. We appreciate all the work that she

and Francine Hall put into it.

We have a spring revival planned for April 5

9th. Kevin Greene will be preaching

Wednesday Saturday at 7p.m and Chris Oiler

will be singing and preaching on Sunday morn

ing. Special singing nightly by The King’s

Family and others. We have a fellowship meal

planned after the morning service on Sunday

the 9th.

Bill Walk’s ordination service is planned for

May 7th with his son Justin Walk preaching

the afternoon service. We’re hosting the Porter

Conference on May 20th with Brother Chris

Oiler preaching.

We’ve had a very mild winter but still looking

forward to springtime and Easter! 

Until next time; blessings from the little white

church in the cornfield.

Jim Dummitt, Pastor

Jenny Dummitt, Reporter

HILLSBORO (CORNERSTONE)

Hello from the Hillsboro FWB Church. Well,

if your church is like ours there has been a lot of

sickness. 

We have had some rededications since last let

ter and we praise the Lord for that. 

Our Sweetheart Banquet has been here and

gone we enjoyed a lot of Christian fun. 

Bro. Freddy Dutton and Sister Terry were

here for Evangelist Day the end of January. We

had good preaching and good food. The end of

February we had Pastor Appreciation day. It's

nice to let him know how much we care for him

being the Godly man he is. 

We had our dear Sister Ann Dawson go on to

meet the Lord while her husband Charlie is

recovering from a broken hip. Please pray for

him and his family as he has a very heavy heart

on top of being so ill. 

By the time you get the next letter it truly will

be spring. You pray for us and we will pray for

you. Have a blessed Easter. God bless!

Until they all hear.

Richard Burns, Pastor

Vicki Johnson White, Reporter

SCIOTO (PINE CREEK)

We surely have been blessed here at Scioto

FWB.  We have more new families attending

our church. We welcome the Maynards,  the

Holsingers,  the Alleys and the Wheelers.  They

have been a blessing.

Since the last report, we have celebrated the

holidays with our Thanksgiving dinner and hon

ored our veterans. 

We also had another Christmas play that Clara

Widdig wonderfully directed.  Our own Sandy

Merritt was still the highlight of the show.  She

is quite the performer and can't wait to see her

in action next Christmas.

We have had three baptized, Charles Maynard,

Dalyn Exline, and our pastor’s son, Tytus

Greene. 

The church celebrated Valentine's Day with

dinner and a movie.  It was enjoyed by all.

We are getting ready to hold a revival on

March 29  31st.  Joe Nelson will be preaching

this revival and there will be special singing

each night.  

The church will be celebrating its 137th

anniversary on April 2nd. Our Pastor, Kevin

Greene will be preaching the morning service

and Jason Cooper will be the special singer.

Dinner will be served at 12 noon.  Joe Nelson

will be returning for the afternoon worship serv

ice that will start at 1:30pm.  Everyone is wel

come to come celebrate and worship the Lord

with us.

Rebecca Greene already has Vacation Bible

School in the planning stages.  Please pray for

us in this endeavor. This may be the only time

that some of these children hear about Christ.

Kevin Greene, Pastor

Cathy Nance, Reporter

NEW HOPE (CORNERSTONE)

We are so thankful for the beautiful weather

this winter.  The is the first winter in a long time

that we have not had to cancel one of our church

services.   We have been blessed.  

Our church family was excited to be a part of

a birthday celebration for Jewell Childers.

Jewell is a member of our church and she just

celebrated her 90th birthday.  She is still very

independent and very faithful to our

church..such a great witness for the Lord and an

inspiration to all of us.  

We are looking forward to our Easter Services.

Brother Edwin Hayes will be with us for our

Sunrise Service at 6:30 and our worship service

at 10:30. Our special singers, Christ Unlimited

will be with us for both services too.  

Until next time, may God bless!

Wendell F. Combs, Pastor

Linda Combs, Reporter

CLEVELAND (CUYAHOGA LORAIN)

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one
LORD: And thou shalt love the LORD thy God
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy might. And these words, which I
command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:
And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by
the way, and when thou liest down, and when
thou risest up”. Deuteronomy 6:47

We have declared the month of February D6

Family Curriculum Month. Each Sunday morn

ing in February we devoted a few minutes to

share what our church does each and every

week to help families and their children to learn

how to find God’s will for their lives. The D6

Curriculum is designed to connect Church

FamilySchool together to keep our Lord at the

center of every part of life.

In connection with D6 month, we are have a

Kid’s Loyalty March 2017 for Dollars. All kids

who are loyal to attend Sunday School during

the Kid’s Loyalty March, will be awarded $1 for

each Sunday in attendance during the month of

March. At the end of March, each kid with per

fect attendance will have their name put in a

drawing for a chance to win $25. 

We know the Lord has big plans for our

church. Please continue to pray for our church,

our pastor and all others in our congregation

who are in need of prayers.

Robert L. Prichard, Pastor

Kimberly R. Young, Reporter
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Bethlehem Without Pastor

Blackfork Without Pastor

Deforrest Road Charles Gilliam

Eifort                           Without Pastor

Good Hope Jason Keith Resigns

Neville Without Pastor

Old Kyger Without Pastor

Pleasant Hill Without Pastor

Summit Station Without Pastor

Union Chris Oiler resigns

Zion #3 Without Pastor

Pastor
Changes

Church
News

Travis McKenzie, Missionary to Ashland, Ohio
BLESSED and BUSY! BUSY! BUSY! That is the only way I know how to

describe these first months of 2017. By the time most of you read this, we will

have already hosted our first worship service with several more services scheduled

in the very near future.  I am extremely excited about all that the Lord is doing

through the ministry of Compassion FWB Church here in Ashland. 

On February 18th we hosted a free coffee and hot chocolate giveaway at a local

grocery store. In addition to the free refreshments we handed out over 200 invita

tions to our first worship service that is scheduled for February 26th. I am eager to see how the Lord will

use such a simple gesture of kindness for His glory! Our first worship service will be held in the auditori

um of the Reagan Elementary school located on East Main St. in Ashland. Lord willing, we will be gath

ering there until He provides us with a more permanent meeting location.

March 25th at 5:00pm we will be hosting the “Share the Vision” gospel concert at the Archer

Auditorium, located on the campus of the Ashland HS, 1440 King Road Ashland, Ohio 44805. The con

cert will be free and there will be a love offering opportunity for those in attendance to help make the

vision of Compassion Free FWB Church become a reality. Our good friends, The Representative

Quartet from Canaan FWB Church, Tammy Jones Robinette from Berlin Heights, Trae and Whitney

from Bellville and our new friends the Jericho Road Quartet from Findley will be joining us for this

wonderful evening. We also want to thank our very dear friends from the Sandhill FWB Church for offer

ing to provide and prepare all the concessions during the concert. We would love for everyone who is

able, to come and enjoy some great music and share in the vision of Compassion FWB!

I stand amazed as I look back over the past several months at how the Lord has worked and arranged

several situations in our ministry that can only be described as a “Godthing”… For example, I have had

a strong desire ever since we’ve moved to Ashland last summer to be involved with the local police

department in a Chaplin capacity of some form. Last fall I scheduled an appointment to speak with the

chief of police. During our meeting I offered my services to the department, but I didn’t get any response.

Then, just two weeks ago I got a call from a Sergeant with the Ashland City Police Department asking me

if I would like to be part of a team of local pastors who are forming a Chaplin ministry with the Ashland

Police department! THAT’S A GODTHING! Also, my wife Melissa has desired to get involved with the

Ashland County Crisis pregnancy ministry. She was previously involved with the Richland and Wayne

County crisis pregnancy ministries, respectively. During our February outreach a woman approached our

table and asked for a cup of coffee and while we were talking with her we found out that she was an

advocate/spokesperson for the Ashland County pregnancy ministry. After some conversation, my wife

shared our testimony of having three miscarriages and a stillborn daughter and how we have helped with

an infantloss Bible study in the past. Immediately, the woman told Melissa that Ashland didn’t have any

type of infantloss ministry and she wanted her to come to their office to discuss this ministry avenue fur

ther. All I can say is THANK YOU LORD FOR USING OUR MINISTRY FOR YOUR GLORY! 

We are looking forward to seeing God greatly move in the lives of those impacted by Compassion

Church. We just want to thank everyone who has been praying for and supporting our ministry. We know

that apart from the Lord’s direction and your desire to partner with us in seeing a Free Will Baptist

church established in Ashland, Ohio, we would not be here today!  God bless!

In Christ’s service, 

Travis McKenzie



Sister Pamela

Ennamorato, age 68, went

to be with the Lord

Sunday, January 1st.

Pamela was a member of

Gahanna Free Will Baptist

Church. She is preceded in

death by her husband of 31

years Tony, parents Rev. Delmar and Anna Lee

Sparks and brother Michael Sparks. She is sur

vived by her children, Paul (Sue) Ennamorato,

Tony Jr. (Diane) Ennamorato, Joe (Julie)

Ennamorato, Carl (Lily) Ennamorato, Licia

(Jim) Paxton and Shawn Damron; 11 grandchil

dren and one great grandson. 

Services were held January 7th the Gahanna

Church with Pastor Curtis Booth officiating. 

Sister Nora Lee McCarty

86, of Springfield, passed

gently into the arms of

Jesus Jan. 4th at Friends

Care Center, Yellow

Springs. She was born in

Charlie, KY on November

10, 1930, the daughter of

the late Haney and Nellie (Castle) Miller. A pas

tor's wife, Nora was an avid church and com

munity volunteer. 

She is survived by a daughter, Teri (Bob)

Hooper of Lexington, South Carolina; two sons,

Doug (Judy) McCarty of Running Springs,

California and Steve (Sonia) McCarty of

Phoenix, Arizona; soninlaw, Richard Hankie

of Yellow Springs; ten grandchildren; and 15

great grandchildren. Also surviving are sisters,

Pauline (Jim) McNary of Urbana, Pearline

Zalewa of Palm Springs, California, and Ruthie

Tomkovich of Toms River, New Jersey; broth

ers, John Miller of Springfield, Paul (LeLani)

Miller of Troy, New York, William (Kay) Miller

of Mechanicsburg, and David (Janet) Miller of

Springfield; and she was "Nannie" to numerous

nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death

by her husband, Pastor Billie O. McCarty; a

daughter, Diana Hankie; a son, Stephen Owen

McCarty; and two sisters, Connie Garner and

Carolyn Miller. 

Sister Nora's funeral service was held Jan. 6th

in Springfield. 

Jerry L. Huff, 65, of

Mansfield, passed away

January 7th, at OhioHealth

Mansfield Hospital. He

was born May 7, 1951, in

Columbus, Ohio, to Elmer

and Thelma (Fletcher)

Huff. Jerry enjoyed fish

ing, building and spending time in his massive

3 car garage. He lived life to the fullest and his

family was his greatest joy.

He is survived by his wife, Katy H. Middleton

Huff; parents, Rev. Elmer and Thelma Huff;

three daughters, Melissa Huff, Michelle Huff

and Malinda (Jerry) Proctor; thirteen grandchil

dren; three greatgrandson; three step children,

Catherine M. Middleton, Terry L. Ormes and

Gary Reed Ormes; two brothers, Larry (Mary)

Huff and Terry (Ann) Huff; numerous nieces

and nephews; and special friends, Jayson and

Jacqueli Barber and their children, Alexandria

and Nathanial Barber, Art and Joyce Boyce and

Reed and Delorce Middleton.

His service was held January 13th in

Mansfield. 

Sister Lorita "Rita"

Mae Hensley, 57, of

Columbus, went home

to be with the Lord on

Jan. 23rd. Daughter of

Bill and Juanita

Stevens, loving wife of

James Ernest Hensley,

passed away peaceful

ly in her home surrounded by family and friends

after a long battle with brain cancer. She is sur

vived by her loving parents, Bill and Juanita

Stevens; and loving husband, James Ernest

Hensley of 41 years; three children, Amanda

(Danny) Hanson, Ashley Hensley, Jimmy

Hensley; four grandchildren, Hannah, Summer,

Mia, and Ethan; sister, Regina (Tom) Asher;

brothers, Tim (Janice) Stevens, Leon (Jenny)

Stevens; and many nieces, nephews and friends.

Lorita loved staying home and taking care of

her family. She was a long time member of

South Columbus FWB Church where she was

loved by many. She will be greatly missed. 

Her service was held January 27th at South

Columbus FWB Church with Pastor Tim

Stevens officiating. 

Letter From Heaven
If I could write a letter and send it down to you,

There’s so much I would tell you, there’s so much here to
do.

There are angels on every corner, the beauty is so grand,
When I first arrived here, God Himself He took my hand.
I’ve met all of my family, they’re so loving and so kind,

I gave them all an update on everyone they’ve left behind.
Their smiles are never ending, they tell me their happiness
Never ends, for here in heaven, there is no heartache, for

It’s not been touched by sin.
My first thought was for my family and my loved ones I

hold so dear,
There were so many things I would have said knowing

My homecoming was so near. I would have told you how
much I

Loved you and thanked you for all that you’ve done for me.
All of you are the very best, God gave me such a loving

family.
I know this is very hard on you and your tears seem never

ending.
That’s why I asked God to please allow me to

Send this letter I’m sending.
Heaven is so very beautiful, I’ve walked on streets of gold.
There is no sickness here or pain and no one ever grows

old.
All the fields here are filled with flowers, there is greenery

everywhere.
There’s so much love, laughter and fun, and our Father

who really cares.
I talked to God about you and poured my love out to Him,

He put His
Arms around me and reassured me we’d be together again.

For now He sends His strength and love and He’ll carry
you if need be,

I want you to know He’s such a loving God, I know some
day you will see.

I want you all to please be strong and carry me close to
your heart,

You have the rest of your lives to live, my prayer is that you
will start.

The joy you gave me through the years, I want that joy for
you,

Take time to live, to love, to laugh and through you, let me
shine through.

And when you think of me, don’t think of me with tears,
Think of me with laughter. For God has given me a home,

where I’ll live
Happily ever after.

Written by Eva Dimel

Brother Billy Rasnake, brother to Sister

Fredia Street, wife of Woodstock Pastor Russell

Street passed away January 3rd. He lived in

Virginia.

Bro. Okley A. Chapman, 89 of Mt. Sterling,

who was a great husband, father, and grandfa

ther, well dedicated to God and his church,

passed away February 4th in Court House

Manor. He was born November 21, 1927 in

Milton, West Virginia. He was the son of the

late Rudolph and Garnet (Miller) Chapman.

Okley was a devoted deacon and member of

the Mt. Sterling FWB Church; he served in the

U.S. Air Force during World War II; retired

from American General Life and Accident.

Preceded in death by daughter Brenda Bills,

grandson Chuckie Carter, greatgrandson

Ashton Rowe, 3 brothers and 2 sisters. He is

survived by his loving wife of 69 years, Mettie

Chapman; daughter Marilyn (Chuck) Carter of

Mt. Sterling; grandchildren Toni (Keith)

Ferguson, Marcia (David) Boeck, Pamela

(Greg) Neer, Jessica (John) Harrison, Dave

(Kim) Carter & family, Doug (Marta) Carter &

family, Bert Carter & family, and Jennifer

Carter & family;  9  greatgrandchildren

Harrison;  3 greatgreatgrandchildren; many

nieces and nephews, special niece Karen

Delany; blessed with a multitude of church fam

ily and friends.

His service was held 1:00 February 9th in Mt.

Sterling with Rev. Densil Wright and Pastor

Jerry Galloway officiating. 

Sister Ollie A.

McGlone Newman,

age 91, of Madison

County, died February

9th at Bluebird

R e t i r e m e n t

Community in

London. A loving

wife, mother, grand

mother and great

grandmother, she was the devoted wife of Rev.

C. A. Newman and was a steadfast Free Will

Baptist. She traveled extensively with her hus

band throughout the country fulfilling their

commitment in church planting and evangel

ism. They pastored several churches throughout

Ohio and Az. for over 45 years, beginning in

West Jefferson and retiring from Marysville

FWB Church. She was known as a superb

singer and loved gospel music. She was a grad

uate of Carter City HS in Ky and was one of the

first hires at Westinghouse in Columbus during

the 1950's. She loved gardening and was an

excellent cook. Above all, she will be remem

bered for her outstanding dedication to her faith,

her family and her church. She was born

December 29, 1925 in Carter City, Ky to the late

Clayton and Eunice Conley McGlone. She was

also preceded in death in 2002 by her husband

of 58 years, Clarence A. Newman, her siblings

Ruby Groenstein, Emma Buehler, Thelma

Casdin, Jean Henderson, Ilyn Fultz, Inez Wolfe,

Pansy Colleen McGlone, Glenn McGlone,

Benny McGlone and Floyd McGlone, sonsin

law Tim Raburn and Jerry D. Young and a

greatgranddaughter Savannah Newman. She is

survived by her children, Diana (Bob) Pirkey of

Martinsburg, WV, Debra (Sterl) Paramore of

Cookeville, Tn, Denise (David) Rhodes of

Wendell, NC, Jerry (Darlyn) Newman of

London, Ohio and Jim (Lissy) Newman of West

Jefferson, Ohio; 17 grandchildren, 27 great

grandchildren,  her brother, Bruce (Louise)

McGlone of Carter City, Kentucky; and many

nieces and nephews and other relatives. 

Services were held February 13th at West

Jefferson Community Free Will Baptist Church,

Her son, Rev. Jerry Newman officiating. 

Brother James Kemper Combs, former mis

sionary to Brazil, entered his heavenly home

February 7th. Diagnosed in November of last

year with pancreatic cancer, he achieved victo

ry over pain and suffering on Tuesday after

noon. Appointed as missionaries in April 1964,

Jim and his wife Shirley (Roberts) departed for

Brazil in December of the same year. The cou

ple spent their first term in Araras, São Paulo.

They served as church planters in Araras,

Tubarão, and Jaboticabal during their mission

ary career with the majority of their 40year

ministry spent in Araras. 

The crisis of children abandoned to the streets

of Araras led to the founding of Lar Nova Vida

(New Life Children’s Home). Jim and Shirley

worked with the home, providing oversight of

the ministry. Jim used his carpentry and electri

cal skills to oversee the construction of new

buildings and the maintenance of older ones.

Jim preached in multiple churches. The couple

was involved with outreach ministries to the

elderly, English classes, mealsonwheels,

home Bible studies, and community projects. 

Jim and Shirley served in Brazil from 1964

1980. They returned to the States to teach mis

sions at Hillsdale College (now Randall

University). After five years, their hearts led

them back to Brazil. In 2004, they retired but

remained in Brazil until 2009.

Brother Combs leaves behind his wife of 53

years, Shirley; son Kemper, daughters Tânia

and Cindy and their families; and numerous

extended family members.

A celebration of Jim’s 79 years of life and

ministry was held at Randall University, Moore,

OK, February 11th. 

Rev. Gene Peak, former

pastor of the Lebanon

FWB Church passed

away, February 9, 2017.

Gene was a resident of

New Smyrna Beach, Fl.

August 19, 1944, Gene

Autry Peak, the eighth of

nine children, was born to

Emett and Lillie Begley Peak, in a small two

room cabin in the mountains of Va. The family

would move to Ohio while Gene was nine years

old. There, he later would graduate from Wayne

Local HS, with the love of his life, Brenda Sue

Jones, whom he married August 2, 1963.  June

30th, 1968, Gene and Brenda dedicated their

lives to their Lord, Jesus, whom they would

serve faithfully together for the rest of their

lives. Gene achieved two years of college stud

ies, mostly Bible and Church Growth. He also

earned many certificates in industrial training

and Bible teaching seminars. Gene has held

many positions in the local church, as well as in

the local association conferences.

He was preceded in death by his father, Emett

Monroe Peak; mother, Lillie Melinda

Begley/Peak; brothers; Walter Scott Peak,

Norman Leo Peak, and Garnie Levi Peak; sister,

Edna Marie Peak/Hall/Lane. He is survived by

his wife Brenda Sue Jones/Peak, a brother, Lyda

Palmer Peak (Ruby), and a sister Dorothy

Crystal Simpson/Cottingim;sons: Vincent Gene

Peak,Tracey Gene Peak,Casey Gene Peak, and

Deron Gene Peak (Debra), eight grandchildren

and four Greatgrandchildren, and counting.

He and Brenda loved to travel and enjoyed

Southern Gospel Music. 

Gene loved serving God in any capacity, and

was always willing … and now he is “Feasting

At The Table Of The King.”
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Bro. Richard James Carr, 77 of Norton,

Ohio went home to be with the Lord Feb.

22nd. 

He was born on March 7, 1939 in

Montrose, WV, the son of Roscoe and

Virginia Carr. Dick graduated from

Kenmore High School in 1957, and retired

from RCA Rubber in 1989. He was a devot

ed family man who deeply loved his wife, children and grand

children. Dick always enjoyed his Emerald Isle trips with the

"inlaws" and Friday night restaurant outings with the family. He

was a man devoted to his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ and was

a member of Liberty FWB Church.

Dick married his best friend, Sandra Lee  "Sandy" Carr on May

7, 1960. Their greatest blessing was the birth of their two chil

dren, Terri and Mike. Dick was preceded in death by his loving

daughter, Teresa. He is survived by his devoted wife, Sandra;

son, Michael (Amy) ;  five grandchildren, one greatgrandchild,

sisters, Helen (Duffy) Skidmore, and Sue (Gene) Eckman; sister

inlaws and brotherinlaws; and many nieces and nephews. 

A celebration of Dick's life was held  Feb. 25th with Pastors

Cecil Farmer and Emlous Lattea officiating. 

Bro. Matt McComas, 23, son of former

Canaan FWB Pastor Jim and Beth

McComas passed away on February 26th. 

He is survived by his parents, Jim and Beth

McComas and his brother Aaron.

His services were held at the Canaan Free

Will Baptist Church on Saturday, March 4th.

TROY (LITTLE MIAMI)

Hello and blessings from Troy FWB Church We are thrilled to

announce Mary Kay Benanzer came on February 5th to give her

soul to the Lord!  What a blessing!  Please keep her in your

prayers as she continues on her journey.  

Sister Ruth Plantz is ill and unable to attend church.  On

February 7th, a few members met at her home to sing and wor

ship.  We will do that again on March 7th.  

Our monthly ladies outing was held on February 11th at

Cracker Barrel.  We enjoyed great company and good food.  

Thank you to Sister Shirley Wells for setting up special music

for the service on February 19th.  The music of Terry Lester and

his group was beautiful and soul touching.  On April 9th, the

Turner Family will minister to us in song.  

Brother Tim Southwood will hold revival from March 1317th.

All are welcome!  Please pray many souls are saved.

The ordaining service for Bro. Gary Jeffers as deacon will be

held on April 1st.  Bro. Tim Southwood will be delivering the

message.  

This has been a long winter so far. We have lost some loved

ones, had a few surgeries and much sickness in the church.  But,

we are going to be fine because we love God and He loves us!

Troy FWB always remembers our fellow churches in our hearts

and prayers.  Please embrace us in yours.  

Till next time, God bless.

Dwight Stump, Pastor

Shirley Vogler, Reporter

WELLINGTON (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Hello from the Wellington FWB Church.  

Feb. 19, Pastor Jeff Isaacs spoke of his ministry agenda and of

his hope for our church to move forward carefully. He spoke of

several upcoming planned events, attendance, spiritual health,

praise and worship music.  As a church, we need to be/have:  1.)

Zero negativity, zero gossip. 2.) Tithing faithfully. 3.)

Encouraging to one another. And, 4.) Prayer without ceasing.

Past sermons can be accessed through our Facebook page. Feb.

26th, the church accepted revisions to the bylaws and to approve

the members of the church board and a delegate to the confer

ence. 

Our Wednesday evening study has brought us to a point where

we are examining our testimonies for the spreading of the

Gospel.  How we share the way the Lord has made us new crea

tures when we accepted the gift of salvation through our belief in

Jesus Christ, who forgives us of our sin—and to whom we share

this message is important, we need to cultivate relationships, not

just invite people to church.

Pray with us as we move forward in service to our Lord, help

us to be the people He would have us to be.  We pray for the sick

and hurting in our church. Pray also for the souls in our lives and

in our community who need the Lord.       The Saturday morn

ing Bible study at the local coffee shopThe BreadNBrewhas

taken off wonderfully.  Charissa Isaacs is leading the study.  The

Bible study starts at 9 am and goes for about an hour.  If you’re

reading this and you are thinking that coming up to the coffee

shop at the corner of Routes 58 and 18 in Wellington is some

thing you should do, join us!

March 12th we are having‘Friend Day’ with a potluck dinner

to follow the morning worship service.  Join us friends!

Jeffrey Isaacs, Pastor

Margaret DeWitt, Reporter

MOUNT HOPE (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Mount Hope FWB Church.   We are so thankful

to God for all of His blessings.   We are looking forward to the

Cow Bell service that will be at the Blackfork Church on March

18th at 5:00pm.  We will be having Sunrise Service on Easter

morning starting at 6:00am and breakfast will follow the service.

Then we will have normal Sunday School starting at 9:30am.  

We have many in our church who are in need of prayer for their

health.  We are looking forward for all of our members to be

healthy enough to come to church.   Please remember our little

church in your prayers.  

Our church services are Sunday morning at 9:30am and Sunday

evening at 6:00pm.  We have Bible Study on Wednesday nights

at 7:00pm.  Please mark your calendar for our Homecoming will

be October 1st starting at 9:30am.  Everyone is welcome! 

We thank God for all He has done for us.  

Until the next time, may the Lord keep you and bless you. 

Gary Selby, Pastor

Karen Charles, Reporter

MCGUFFEY (NORTH & WESTERN)

“This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and
be glad in it.” Psalms 118:24

Greetings from McGuffey FWBC ! What a gloriously mild win

ter we have been blessed with!  As in all churches, there have

been deaths in some of our families and there has been sickness

but God has helped us through all of it.

Each Sunday we look forward to hearing God’s word preached

so plain that a little child can see the plan of salvation.  You can

feel God’s love in our little church and it is a good place for any

one to visit and worship.  Everyone is welcome here.

We are looking forward to an early spring and may God bless us

all!

David Trusty, Pastor

Sue Smith, Reporter

LIGHTHOUSE  (TRI STATE)

Hello to you all. We pray that you have had a wonderful January

and February. 

The men of Lighthouse had a wonderful time at the men’s

retreat, and came back refreshed and praising God.  We all need

a time away from the pressures of the world to just be able to rest

and worship God.

We started a new Sunday singing service in January with Bro.

Rufus and Bro. Joe and Friends. Our next one is in May with

Bro. Randy Wallace.

We had our annual Sweetheart Banquet in February and we all

had a great time. We had our food catered from Larosa’s and the

ladies furnished dessert. We played lots fun games and had a

great time of fellowship. Our sweetheart banquets are for the

whole church and not just for couples.

We are planning a trip to the Smokies this spring.

As always our main focus is winning souls for Christ with our

outreach program. We got our website up and running. The best

way to check us out is to google www.lighthousefreewillbaptist

nothernkentucky.com.

God bless and keep you in loving arms.

Bobby Courtney, Pastor

Nancy Reiber, Reporter

OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 6



OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 7

PreRegistration for the 2017 National Association of Free Will Baptists

Louisville, Kentucky July 1619, 2017
Name Badges Required for All Convention Events

Register Online: www.nafwab.org      Registration Opens April 3 through June 16, 2017

Here are some dates to keep in mind for the

Ohio Youth Conference this year.

March 24 –OYC Competitions Entry Deadline – Please

have your competition entry forms postmarked or emailed by

this date to make sure we have time to process everything

and get back to you with any questions. Please send your

entries to: Deanna Price 2710 Dogwood Ridge Road

Wheelersburg, Ohio 45694 Email: dprice@stanbender.com.

Would you like to show others in the state of Ohio what your

youth group has been up to in the last year or let us know a

little more about your group? Be creative! Make a video (3 minutes max) by March 24 and email

jason.luthy@gmail.com and let us know that you want to submit a video. Then you will be given

instructions on how to submit it and, after review, we will show it at this year's OYC competi

tions. Feel free to email with questions! 

April 8 – OYC Competitions – Heritage FWBC – Registration begins at 9:00 am. Competition

begins at 10:00 am. OYC will once again provide lunch.

June 1 – OYC Scholarship Applications due – Applications and more details will be made

available later this year. Remember, Ohio youth that participated in OYC Competition in age cat

egory D and are, or will be, attending any Free Will Baptist college are eligible to apply. Winners

will be announced at the State Meeting in June.

June 23 and 24 – OYC Youth Services and activities – Heritage FWBC.  This year’s special

Friday evening and Saturday morning speaker will be Aaron Pontious, from

Donelson Fellowship.  Friday evening at 7 pm, we will have services for elemen

tary age kids along with our junior/senior high students.  Following our services, we

will meet in the gym for pizza and games.  Around 11:30, we will load up for a

couple of hours of laser tag.  The pizza and laser tag are on us!  The only thing each

group needs to arrange is lodging.  On Saturday morning, we will gather at 9 am for doughnuts.

Then, the junior/senior high students will meet with Aaron for a Q&A session.  It should be a

great weekend.  Make plans now to be with us!

July 1619 – National Association of Free Will Baptists – Louisville, Kentucky.

The 2017 Theme is “be bold”.  Make sure you plan on supporting our Ohio com

petitors, if you are in Louisville for the convention.

The following singers and
singing groups are available

to come and sing in your
church for revivals or special

services.

Baldwin Family Bluegrass Singers, Rosedale,  Call Chuck Baldwin  (937) 926-
3177    Baldwin777@roadrunner.com
Bobby Siders, Columbus, (Southern Gospel) (614) 778-9250
Born Again Gospel Singers, Harry or Irene Litton (740) 927-5319 
Cross Pointe Trio, Lancaster, Call Bill Pitts (740) 438-7750
wpitts@columbus.rr.com Website www.crosspointetrio.com
David Giddens, Marysville, (937) 642-2121   jgiddens@urec.net
Day 3, Scott & Sheri Noel (740) 574-6635  sdnoel07@yahoo.com
Enabling Grace, Woodstock, (Country and Bluegrass Gospel) (937) 717-8783
Faith Gospel & Contemporary Christian Music, Sidney, Call Pam Moorman
(937) 492-1059  ladypam@bright.net
Faith in Action, Marion, Call Marjorie Abrams at (740) 383-5405 or Pleasant
Hill FWB, (740) 363-5295  Attention: Marjorie Abrams or Bob Chaffin or
email songlady_99@yahoo.com
God's Ambassadors, Gahanna,  Call Judy Spires (614) 475-4689
Gospel Ambassadors, Rittman, Call Greg Marcum (330) 927-9057 
Ethan Hutchinson, Somerset, (740) 892-4001 
www.ethanhutchinsonofficial.com/fr_home.cfm
Jerry Branscomb, Chillicothe, (740) 637-1228
Just Forgiven Singing Ministries, Dayton, (Southern Gospel) (937) 280-3840
or (614) 309-2512
Headed Home-Singing For The Lord, Oak Hill, Call Jim Evans (740) 682-
6109 or Robert Gamble (740) 682-0042
Lord Willing, Wellston, (740) 418-9992, lovdaisynewf@gmail.com
Mike Blanton & Evidence, Grove City, (614) 871-2795
Mike Kisling, Hillsboro, (937) 393-2084
Nina Nash, Leesburg, (Southern Gospel Sound Tracks)(937) 780-6865
gnash2@cinci.rr.com
Ounce of  Hope, Delaware, (Southern Gospel) (740) 363-4576
Paul James Sound, Columbus, (614) 668-8916  paul@pauljamessound.com
Website: www.pauljamessound.com
Ruth Hammond, Grove City, (614) 440-0694  ruthandkevin77@gmail.com
Rob Goodman, Newark, (740) 345-3233
Rowena and George Walker, Dayton, (937) 258-8317
Searching Lights, Galloway,  (614) 878-6784
Stacy Edwards, Hilliard, (614) 604-4126, (614) 319-4399
stacy@stacyedwards.com Website:  www.stacyedwards.com
Steve Russell, Marengo, (740) 972-6729  steverussell@muscian.net
Steve Fyffe, Xenia, (937) 374-9032  stv4314@aol.com
Sword Family, Middleburg Heights, (440) 747-7436.
Terry Collins & Victory, Hillsboro,  (937) 840-9808
The Castle/Maxwell Project, Grove City, Call Dan Castle 614/746-4982 or
email castle.maxwell.project@gmail.com
The Blankenship Family, Mount Sterling, (740) 869-2423 
The Family of  God, Logan, Call Steve E. Gross (740) 603-1583
The Hambys, Dublin, (Southern Gospel) (614) 873-1215
The Spiritual Echoes, Circleville, Call Rick Moore  (614) 595- 9776 or Delores
Moore (614) 491-9502
Violet Maynard, Columbus, (614) 759-7486  violet@violetmaynard.com
Undivided, Grove City, Call Mike or Sheri France (614) 352-3368
Undivided96@aol.com

If  you would like your group to be included, please send me your group
name, what local FWB Church you are a member of, your address, and

phone number.  I will add you the list in the next issue of  the Ambassador. 
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REYNOLDSBURG (FRANKLIN)

We look forward to spring and the coming cel

ebration of Easter! We begin Easter with Sunrise

Service at 7:30am. What a wonderful opportuni

ty to share the gospel message with those who

have never heard about the death, burial and res

urrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

Our Senior Saints enjoyed a wonderful

Valentine Party created by Cathy Phillips,

Charity Blair and Sue Blair. It was a blessing to

see the youth interact with them as they helped

with preparing and serving the food, reading

scripture, and getting involved with the games.

Come and enjoy an evening of Gospel Music

on Saturday, April 8th.  A spaghetti dinner will

be served at 4pm followed by a preconcert “Jam

Session” at 5:45pm and the main concert begin

ning at 6pm featuring the Paul Family of

Buchanan, GA., along with the Violet Maynard

Family, The Sargents and Williams Family.

Many people have labored to complete the

needed renovations before our homecoming cel

ebration of 45 Years. Praise the Lord for His

strength and provision in what has been accom

plished! We are expecting a great time in the

Lord at our homecoming May 7th with Rev.

James Blake preaching and Undivided singing!

Jonathan Williams was recently baptized and

will be attending Truth & Peace this summer

thanks to the generous donations and support of

our congregation and Ohio Youth Conference.

Jerry Sargent, Pastor

Regina Williams, Reporter



RUTLAND (JACKSON)

Hello and greetings from all of us here at

Rutland. This has been quite a winter for us. We

never know what our weather is going to be, In

the 60 degrees one day and 30 the next. It has

really taken a toll on our attendance.We have so

many out due to this new strand of flu. Once

you get it, you can plan on having it for three or

four weeks, but we are still pressing on and

praying for them all.God is in control & we trust

Him for all things.

We had a Valentine party at our church. The

guys had a spaghetti dinner for all the gals.

They did all the cooking and serving.We all had

a great time.

It's almost revival time. We have one sched

uled for April 3rd with Brandon Depriest. Help

us pray that we will see many souls saved and

that his labor will not be in vain. He has a long

way to travel each night. Pray for his safety.

Till next time, we wish you well and God's

blessings.

Ed Barney, Pastor

Bea Wood, Reporter

REDEEMER (CENTRAL OHIO)

Come on spring!  But we really can’t complain

about the weather this winter, can we?

However, I always get excited for spring, a time

to get out and start mingling again with new

friends and old.  

Speaking of which, our Family Fun Night,

with board games and pizza, will be held on

Friday, March 10th, at 7:00 p.m.  Please come

and join us for a great time with great people.

Additionally, we would like for you to join us

on Sunday, March 19th, for church and a pot

luck carry in, which starts immediately after

church.  We’d love to have you come mingle

with us!

Plans continue for our summer lunch program

and Vacation Bible School.  We are very excit

ed for both of these outreach programs.

If you’re ever in the neighborhood, please stop

by!  We are always ready to meet new friends

and hug old ones. 

Donald Hix, Pastor

Nena Dillon, Reporter

BUCYRUS (NORTHERN OHIO)

Greetings from the Bucyrus FWB Church

family.  We have been truly blessed to see sev

eral precious souls use the altar these last cou

ple of months. God is still changing hearts that

will pray. 

The good Lord has blessed us with a very mild

winter so far. With God’s help we will have had

lots of sunshine and the Son’s shine.

A special thanks to the ministers;  Pastor Lyle

Arnett, Justin Feight, Brian Amburgey and

Lewis Copley (please pray for Bro. Lewis and

his wife, he is currently in the nursing home).

We are thankful for all our ministers and visit

ing ministers; George Lore, Brent Layne and

Corey Carroll.

We we’re proud to host The Northern Ohio

FWB Conference, Friday and Saturday,  Feb.

1718th. The spiritual food was awesome and

the natural food was too. We’re blessed with

some hard workers and great cooks.

We are also proud

to announce that

Brother  Justin

Feight was

ordained as a minis

ter in our church.

We are so blessed. 

Until next time

keep us all in your

prayers.

Lyle Arnett, Pastor

Phyllis Morgan, Reporter

VICTORY (CAPITAL CITY)

This report brings us well into the year 2017.

We are looking forward to spring and seeing the

evidence of God's blessings, including frequent

visitors for the morning worship. 

We have enjoyed some wonderful messages

preached by our pastor and assistant pastor,

Michael Gillen. There is so much to learn in

God's word, and our prayer is that we will have

a burning desire to grow in grace and knowl

edge.    Romans 15:4, "Whatsoever  things
were written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience and comfort
of the scriptures might have hope." Our hope is

truly in Christ and His death, burial, and resur

rection! We can celebrate Easter, because He

lives. 

It was a blessing to see one of our young cou

ples, Tim and Lauren Meade dedicate their baby

to the Lord on February 12th. 

We had a spaghetti dinner following the morn

ing worship on Feb. 26th. The Knipp Family

sang.  

We are having other fundraisers for the mis

sion trip to Haiti. Pray for those who are plan

ning this trip, June 29nd. 

We are looking forward to a spring revival on

April 37th. 

Please remember all the shutins and pray that

people will be moved to faith in our Lord Jesus,

and accept Him as Savior.

Jim Thompson, Pastor

Jean Holmes, Reporter

WAKEFIELD (PORTER)

Hello again from Wakefield, and I hope you all

are enjoying this spring weather in winter. Just

doesn't seem natural, but we're not in control

and God knows best. 

Things have been pretty slow the last couple

months, but still some very good spiritfilled

services. The Lord blesses even though few in

number. 

We've had a lot of illness in the church. Daisy

Blevins had a stroke and was in the hospital for

some time, but is home recuperating, taking

therapy at home and slowly recovering. She's

been to church several times since. Praise God!

Joy Border’s son Chuck is battling cancer and in

and out of the hospital and needs prayer; most

ly for his renewal in the Lord. Sharon Mullett

has been ill for some time with just one thing

after another. We're praying that she can be with

us again soon.

We've been having Bible study in the book of

Proverbs on Wednesday nights. Bro. Lowell

preached at Henley Church for Brother Jr.

Wiley on February 15th and Bro. Wiley

preached for us on January 25th. 

Our ladies met February 6th for our auxiliary

meeting. We enjoy the fellowship, sharing

prayer needs, and taking care of business is

needed also. We all need to keep on keeping on!

No place to turn back. I was so happy to hear

that my great grandson Shay got saved at his

grandpa's house on New Years Eve! Remember

young converts in prayer.

Lowell King, Pastor

Barb Conley, Reporter

PORTER (PORTER)

Greetings from Porter FWB Church! We begin

2017 with enthusiasm to serve and learn about

our Lord. We have had a rather quiet year so far

with very few issues with the weather.

We had several men attend the Ohio Men’s

Retreat. We always enjoy hearing the reports on

the way that this gathering renews the spirit of

those men that attend.

The Wednesday night children’s ministry have

started another year of the Elements curriculum.

The children love these lessons. They love the

games, experiments, skits and especially the

videos made by Pastor Steve!

The women’s Bible study group began a new

study this year. Many have stated how much

they enjoy this time of study and sharing to con

tinue their growth as Christians.

We started a new sermon series this year called

“Reclaiming the Family.” This series is giving

us a deeper look at what the Bible has to say

about our relationships within the family, as

well as those within the church.

On March 911, our church will be hosting

“Spring Renewal” for the Porter Association.

Dr. Jeff Crabtree is the speaker and everyone is

encouraged to attend. Services will begin at 7

pm on Thursday and Friday and at 10 am on

Saturday.

We have begun planning for VBS and I think

that many are excited to see what spring has in

store for our church with Easter just around the

corner.

Mark Price, Pastor

Tehra Clevenger, Reporter
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The following ministers are available to fill the pulpit for pastors
who have to be away from their church.  Many are interested 

in conducting revivals as well.

Bill Alford,  20864 Rudy Dr. Strongsville, Oh 44149                   (440) 572-1614
Lee Aldridge, 35180 SR 327, Londonderry, Oh 45647 (740) 887-4065
Anthony “Tony” W. Blackburn, Mechanicsburg, Oh                    (614) 623-0031
Mike Blanton, 6826 Ridpath Road, Grove City, Oh                      (614) 871-2795
Larry Brown, 6530 Gregg Mill Road, London, Oh 43140   (740) 852-0586
Patrick Blevins, 12837 Basil Road, Baltimore, Oh 43105               (740) 407-9446
Chad Booth, 208 E. Washington Street, Ashland, Oh 44805 (330) 715-8403
Ron Brown, 5478 Riber Rd. Hillsboro, Oh 45133                        (937) 402-4452
Roger Childers, 6555 US Hwy 68S Apt 208D, W Liberty, Oh 43357 (937) 869-4890
Herman Copley, 1271 Lewis Road, Mansfield, Oh 44906 (419) 529-5923
Andrew Cordell, 418 West 7th Street, Marysville, Oh 43040 (937) 215-4037
Roger Crusie, 335 ½ N. 4th Street, Greenfield, Oh 45123                (937) 981-3529
Mike Daniel, 503 W Wenger Road, Englewood, Oh 45322 (937) 836-0540
Brandon DePriest, 361 TWP Rd 41 N, Pedro, Oh 45659 (740) 532-3878
Luther Dingess, 1680 Paddle Ck. Road, Fort Gay, WV 25514        (304) 648-5901
Freddy Dutton, 1700 Hale Court, Columbus, Oh 43228                   (614) 276-0200
Michael Ellis, 575 Harland Drive, Columbus, Oh 43207 (614) 917-7309
James England, 5138 N. High Street, # 119, Cols. Oh 43214             (614) 846-6654
Ben Gibson, 1126 Cheyenne Ave. Springfield Oh 45503 (937) 399-2738
Packy Gibson, 7029 Fields Lane, Hillsboro, Oh 45133                   (937) 393-2730
Randy Hall, 12024 Lake Front Drive, Hillsboro, Oh 45133              (937) 365-1657
Edwin Hayes, 7554 Slate Ridge Blvd. Reynoldsburg, Oh 43068         (614) 751-1190
Carl Jenkins, 2809 Searsdale Ave. Cleveland, Oh 44109            (216) 351-2475
James Johnson, 55 1/2 S. First Street, Rittman, Oh 44270              (330) 331-6088
Jason Jones, 620 Watkins Glen Blvd. Marysville, Oh 43040     (937) 241-1622
William Jones, 500 Buckeye Street, Marysville, Oh 43040             (937) 594-1331
Paul Keener, 703 Andrew Ave. Westerville, Oh 43081              (614) 891-4382
Robert Legg, 330 Winding Ridge Drive, Dayton, Oh 45415          (937) 648-9600
Alton Loveless, 1006 Rayme Drive, Columbus, Oh 43207               (573) 330-7728
Wayne Mays, 777 N. Drexel Ave. Hilliard, Oh 43019                  (614) 607-0634
Tom Murphy, 229 Victorian Drive, Commercial Pt, Oh 43116        (614) 218-5435
Tom Spradlin, Portsmouth, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep)               (740) 776-6677
Alex Stevens, 2002 East Main Street, Greenup, KY 41144         (606) 473-5417
Talo Teo, 828 Federal Ave. Zanesville, Oh 43701                       (740) 453-6037
Bill Turner, 150  Willard Ave. Carlisle, Oh 45005                      (513) 746-5866
Tim Updike, 22661 SR 93, Wellston, Oh 45692                            (740) 384-3277
Dan Widdig, 1496 Caldwell Road, Lucasville, Oh 45648 (740) 259-5160
Josh Young, 7227 E. Main Street, South Solon, Oh 43153                (937) 829-1723

Available FWB
Ministers

Full Time Pastor Needed

Union FWB Church in Wheelersburg, Ohio is

in need of a fulltime pastor.

If you are interested, you can call Brother Rodney

Chamberlin at 740/3525412



A special thank you to Edwin Hayes who does

a great job organizing the Ohio FWB Men’s

Retreat. He always gives me an opportunity to

share what God is doing in the Flagship City!

We are very thankful for the support we receive

from Ohio and throughout the rest of the coun

try!

Luke Grimes sang at the retreat 

accompanied by  Dalton Alvis

Devotions were held in our dorm rooms

Please pray for us as we begin a new Small

Group as a part of our “Doing Life Together”

theme for 2017. Our first class will be a power

ful, 6week course on prayer. We are excited to

share the truths with the Flagship Church com

munity!

CANAAN (CAPITAL CITY)

There is just something special about the

Canaan church.  From the moment a friendly

greeter opens the door and you walk in, you just

know this is a special place… you feel it.  What

a blessing to be able to serve the Lord, minister

to the hurting, while encouraging each other

along the journey.  In January our pastor

encouraged the church to remember Isaiah

40:31 throughout 2017.  “But they that wait
upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall
run and not be weary; and they shall walk and
not faint.”
It has been a busy few months.  A number of

church members have lost loved ones.  We’ve

grieved with them.  One of our longest standing

church members, Bill King, graduated to glory

in January.  We celebrated a life welllived for

this precious saint.

The church also voted to hire Aaron Justice as

associate pastor whose focus will be on our stu

dent/children’s ministries.  Our church is very

excited to welcome Aaron and his family.  We

praise the Lord for His blessings!

Mike Gladson, Pastor

Lisa Justice, Clerk

ANTIOCH (CENTRAL OHIO)

“This is the day the Lord has made; let us
rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalm 118:24.

I am most thankful for everyday that God

gives us.  Jim and I were talking before

Christmas that after the holidays things would

slow down, well we didn’t think that through!

But busy hands are better than idle hands.

I want to say thank you, for all the prayers that

went up for my grandson, Blake.  In January he

became very ill and was taken to Children’s

Hospital.  He was diagnosed with bacterial and

viral pneumonia, as well as a severe case of the

flu.  He was very ill but praise God, prayers

were answered.  Blake plays drums for The

Blankenships as well as singing bass.  We are

greatly blessed.

Our Valentine’s dinner was held at our local

restaurant Ben & Joy’s.  We had a great time,

with great people.

Our church calendar for the year is filling up

fast. The ladies in our church have adopted the

project of helping the children at the Inner City

Mission in Columbus.  At Christmas we show

ered them with hats and mittens.   In February

we are doing bags of goodies not only for

Valentine’s Day but we included after school

snacks for them too. For Easter we are doing

baskets with treats as well as information about

Christ and the resurrection.

Our teens have been very active in many ways

for Christ and we are very proud of them.

Feb. 26th, The Blankenships sang and Jim

preached at Pastor Lucian Baker’s church,

Christ the King. 

May 6th, Antioch will be hosting the Central

Ohio Conference.  

We have already had our first meeting for

VBS, our schedule dates will be June 58th.

May God’s love and peace be with you.

Jim Blankenship, Pastor

Linda Blankenship, Reporter
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Daryl Grimes Family
Missionaries to Erie, PA

Building Fund Goals
Estimated Cost: $1,000,000

Amount Raised To Date: $80,554

Amount Still Needed: $919,446

919 people/business/churches x $1000

= $919,000

One Man Saved During the Men’s Retreat!

Remember

Coop
Supports

All
our ministries
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FREDDY DUTTON 
MINISTRIES

“Holding Forth The Word of Life”

1700 Hale Court
Columbus, Ohio 43228

614/276-0200 or 614/738-0683
email: Reverenddutton@aol.com

Since our last report we have enjoyed and been blessed to be with seven churches.  We
have been with the Friendly FWB, Hillsboro FWB, Edison Enterprise Baptist, Mansfield
FWB, Southwest FWB, Heritage FWB, and the Rosedale FWB.  The Lord has blessed and
we have seen many respond during the altar services.

We had a wonderful and enjoyable time with Pastor Burns and the Hillsboro FWB
Church for the Annual Evangelist Day.  This is always such a special time with a delicious
dinner following the Morning Worship Service.  This year marked a great milestone of  14
years that Pastor Burns and the Hillsboro Church has hosted this special day.  This day is
always filled with great food and fellowship! We thank these dear friends and pastor for
their love and faithfulness to do this each year.  Also, another special evening of  celebra-
tion was, January 18 with the Southwest FWB Church.  After preaching on this evening, 
Pastor Meade and the Southwest Church hosted a special birthday celebration for me 
following the service.  Also, I had the honor and privilege of  assisting Pastor Mark
Bailey with the funeral for a dear, dear friend and saint of  God, Bro. Norman Ramey.
Some 40+ years ago, I had the privilege of  praying with Bro. Norman when he accepted
the Lord.

We ask you to pray for us and we look forward to you calling us for services at your
church!  We would love to be with you for services in the coming weeks and months.
May we all see souls come to know Christ as Savior!  
For Revivals, Conferences, Homecoming and other special services, please

contact me at the above address.



Friday Morning
Heritage FWB Church in Columbus, pastored by Dr. Tim Stout will be hosting this year’s

State Meeting June 2324th.

Rev. Mark Price, pastor of the Porter FWB Church will be fulfilling his ninth term as

Moderator, and will be opening our 79th session on Friday morning, June 23rd.

The Ohio Minister’s Trio will provide the special singing in the Friday morning session.

Antioch Community FWB Pastor Rev. Jim Blankenship will be bringing the Friday morn

ing message from the theme “Stand”. The Friday morning message is on the subject, "Stand
in the Face of Fear.”

Pastor Jim was saved when he was 16 years old. He served as Sunday school teacher, youth

leader and deacon.  Jim preached his first sermon when he was 28 years old. He was a mem

ber of the Ohio State Home Missions Board. He currently serves on the Executive Committee

for the Central Ohio Conference.

Brother Jim has been married to his high school sweetheart, Lynn, for almost 49 years.  They

have two daughters, three grandchildren and one great grandson.  The Blankenship’s Family

is Pastor Jim’s favorite singing group.  Jim says “My family’s singing will bless me when

nothing else will.”

Pastor Jim founded the Antioch Community FWB church in 1979.  The building was an old

run down church that had been closed for many years.  Today it is a beautiful country church

with a new look complete with a new sanctuary and fellowship hall.  The church has been

described as the church full of love, hugs and friendly people.  The altars have been busy with

almost 700 people saved and over 500 baptized the last 37 years.  Pastor Jim is especially

proud of 12 men saved at Antioch FWB that have been called to preach.  Several churches

have been established as a result of this.  Pastor Jim’s favorite scripture is Romans 8:28.

The Ohio Women Active for Christ will be provid-
ing lunch on Friday on a free will offering basis.

Plan to spend the day with us.

Friday Afternoon
The Friday afternoon devotion will be given by FWB Family Ministries Representative,

Rev. Bob Legg.

Friday Evening
The Friday evening service  will be led by Assistant Moderator Tom Dooley. Rev. Jim

McComas, Director of Church Revitalization for the National Home Mission Department and

former Ohio pastor will be providing the special music. 

That night we are planning to  receive the annual Friday Night Offering for Ohio State

Ministries.

Ohio Home Missionary to Ashland, Travis McKenzie is scheduled  to  preach   on the  sub

ject, “Stand Against a Formidable Foe”. 

Bro. Travis is Ohio’s missionary to a new work in Ashland OH. Travis answered the call to

preach and began preaching at age 19. He was ordained by the Northern Ohio Conference of

FWB in May of 1994 and has served as senior pastor to the Bethel FWB Church in Mansfield,

OH, interim pastor to the Fleming Ave. FWB Church in Lorain, OH and recently as associate

pastor to the Canaan FWB Church in Creston, OH.

Travis has received his Bachelor’s Degree in Pastoral Theology from Andersonville

Theological Seminary where he is pursuing a Master’s degree in New Testament Biblical

Studies. 

Travis and his wife Melissa were married in October 1992 and have two children, a son, Joel

Matthew (20) and a daughter, Rachel Joy (11). His hobbies include reading, woodworking,

gardening and hunting.

Saturday Morning

On Saturday morning Bro. Jesse Luthy, of the Ambassador FWB Church in Cincinnati will

bring the devotion.  

Bro. Jared Mounts, music director from the Westerville FWB Church will provide the spe

cial singing.

Rev. Keith Burden, Executive Secretary of the National Association of FWB in Nashville,

TN will then preach the final message, “Stand for the Faith”.

Bro. David Chamberlin from the Porter Church will be leading the music and Sister Deena

Armstrong, also from Porter will be  the pianist.

Please mark your calenders and plan to attend our annual State Meeting. Come prepared to

be a blessing and to be blessed by attending. See you in June!
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Stand!
Preview of the 79th Ohio State Association Meeting

June 23-24th at Heritage FWB Church, Columbus, Ohio

Rev. 

Jim 

Blankenship

Rev. 

Travis

McKenzie

Rev. 

Keith 

Burden

State Meeting Information including 

*Hotels *Registration Forms *Program and *Golf

Tourney can be found at

www.OhioFWB.org

Ohio

State Ministry

Offering

50% to Ohio State Missions
40% to Ohio State Office

10% to Ohio State

Youth

Ohio Golf

Tourney

2:00 PM

Saturday, 

June 24th

*4 man scramblebest ball
*Trophies and Prizes

*Individual contests for longest
drive and closest to the hole.

Cost

$35 if registered before June 15th

$40 if registered after June 15th

Annual $100.00 

Friday Night Offering, 

June 23rd

Brother Keith oversees the operation of the National Offices Building and promotes the

entire denominational family along with all agencies and programs. He serves as denomina

tional liaison with government agencies, is editorinchief of ONE Magazine, arranges for the

annual national convention and leadership conference, and champions stewardship through

The Together Way Plan and other methods of proportionate giving.



UNITED (CAPITAL CITY)

We trust everyone has had a safe winter and

looking forward to the Easter season. We have

been blessed with seeing God’s hands healing

several of our members with serious illnesses

and seeing prayers answered for a young cou

ple. They are now in church together putting

God first in their lives as they both have been

saved in the last couple of months.             

We celebrated Youth Sunday Feb. 5th with the

children participating in the service by giving

the announcements, collecting the offering,

leading the hymnal music and special music.  

We are looking forward to “Nachos with the

New folks”. This is a fellowship where we are

inviting visitors on  Feb. 26th and having a fel

lowship of nachos and all the dipping sauces,

toppings and cheese favorites after service.

Many spring activities are being planned,

Pizza Prayer and a Movie is planned for the 3rd

Saturday evening in March. We are also look

ing forward to going to the church benefit con

cert for Compassion FWB in Ashland March

25th where Bro. Travis McKenzie and family

are the church planters. We have a threeday

spring revival titled “TriCounty Revival

planned for March 30April 1st with three

churches, in Wayne County, in Summit County

and in Stark County with each church hosting

an evening of revival. March 30th is being held

at Community Christian Chapel where James

Johnson is the pastor. Bro. Jim Copenhaver

will be preaching. On the 31st it will be here at

United and Bro. James Johnson will be

preaching. On April 1st it will be at Faith

Community Church in Orrville where Jimmy

Copenhaver is the pastor and Bro. Randy

Keffer will be preaching.  Each service starts at

7pm. Mark your calendars to come join us.

God bless and happy Easter. Hallelujah Christ

arose! 

Randy Keffer, Pastor

Faye Griffith, Reporter 

BEATTY (LITTLE MIAMI)

Hello. Greetings from Beatty FWB. 

It's been a while since reporting. We are hav

ing some good services. We had one precious

soul saved since then.

We have a lot of members who are  unable to

attend church. Please pray for them. We had

two members pass away lately; Brother Jim

Nichol and Sister Molly Bickle.

Our attendance is down due to sickness but

there is still a good spirit in our church. God is

so good to us, He keeps us from harm each day.

Please pray for our church. Pray for our country

and its leaders.

Steve Wallace, Pastor

Barb McKenzie, Reporter

LOCKBOURNE (TRINITY)

`Greetings from Lockbourne FWB.  We’re

delighted to share that Bro. Tad Miller’s cre

dentials were ratified at the Trinity Conference

in February.  We are so grateful that the Lord

has sent he and his family to our church.  They

are a great help to Pastor Leon and to the

church.  We truly enjoy Tad’s ministry of the

word both in teaching and preaching.

The ladies fellowship had a wonderful Coke &

Canvas Paint Party in January.  It was great to

be with women of like faith and learn how to

create a beautiful canvas painting.  Thanks to

Jessica Miller for organizing this nice event.

We had a wonderful time on Friends and

Family Day.  Crossing Over Singers brought

forth the gospel in song and Bro. Clay Baldwin

preached. It is always a delight to have them at

Lockbourne.  Thanks to Beulah Lawson and her

team for all of their hard work preparing the

food and the fellowship hall so that we could

enjoy time with our friends and family. 

We would like to extend our deepest condo

lences to the following people in the loss of

their special family members: Crystal Cain lost

her stepmother Jackie, Debbie and Jessica

Miller lost their sister and aunt Sheilah, Mavis

Mounts’ lost her sister Melva, our Pastor Leon

lost his sister Lorita, and Nettie Hane and Occie

Harris lost their brother Cecil. It’s been a very

hard time for these families and our prayers will

continue to be with them. 

Leon Stevens, Pastor

Janelle Sagraves, Reporter

CHILLICOTHE FIRST 

(SOUTH CENTRAL)

First FWB Church has many exciting things to

report.  Beginning with we now have a new

website: http://ffwb.church. Check us out as we

add everything that is currently happening and

all upcoming events.  Soon we will also have

our services on the website, so that even if you

can’t be with us, you are still able to enjoy the

service.

On the first Sunday in February, we kicked off

our baby bottle campaign for Elizabeth’s Hope.

Throughout the month, we collect money and

bring it in every Sunday.  We have a goal that

our church set and if we can meet that goal the

leaders of our church are going to cook the

church breakfast.  We look forward to the meal

that they are going to be making us. 

Also in February, our church had the privilege

of hosing the South Central Conference. Our

youth pastor, Chris Gray, brought the message

for us and we all enjoyed his message.  We also

had the pleasure of enjoying our churches deli

cious soups and sandwiches and would like to

thank all those that brought food and came an

enjoyed it with us.

Finally, our church looks forward to spring

and Easter, a time to remember the ultimate

sacrifice Christ made for us all. “For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
son, that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life” (John

3:16, KJV).

Please remember the members in our church

that have recently lost loved ones.  

As always, until next time, God bless.

Mitch Salyers, Pastor

Shana McGoye, Reporter

FIRST CLYDE ( CUYAHOGA LORAIN)

Hello from the Clyde FWB. The Lord has

blessed us with warm weather this February. We

can feel spring is just around the corner. 

On Jan. 22nd we had our Family and Friends

Day. We had the Stoney Creek Gospel Singers

from Michigan for our special service, also

singing for us was InSpirit and Bernice

Adkins. We all enjoyed the preaching and

singing. After the service we had a dinner, the

food was delicious! We would like to thank the

ladies for the food they provided. We would

also like to thank everyone who helped clean up

after the dinner. 

We had a movie and pizza night on Sat. Feb.

18th we watched “Miracle From Heaven".
Everyone enjoyed the movie and pizza. 

Please continue to pray for our sick here at our

church and we will continue to pray for yours.

Placing your trust in God completely will

change your life and your thinking. Even every

day concerns will be cast in a new light.

Nothing can hurt the heart that is held in God's

hands. “Who his own self bare our sins in his
own body on the tree, that we, being dead to
sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose
stripes ye were healed.” 1 Peter 2:24   

Keep on serving The Lord!  

Roger Rollins, Pastor  

Linda Harmon, Reporter
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BOOKKEEPING
ACCOUNTING
NOTARY PUBLIC

M. J. LOWE’S
INCOME TAX SERVICE

3213 SOUTH HIGH STREET
COLUMBUS OHIO 43207

JIM & JEAN LOWE
Phone 16144916280

OWNERS                                            FAX 16144914554

MJLOWE24@YAHOO.COM

2017 HOLY GROUND FREE WILL BAPTIST YOUTH FOR CHRIST CAMP
Located at:  5150 RIBER RD, HILLSBORO, OHIO 45133

(Bldg Worship, Devotions, Recreation, etc.)         (New Kitchen/Dining Hall Building)                  (Completely new Kitchen facilities)

(Improved Pond facilities)

Newly built, fully furnished kitchen and dining area, as well as the huge pond is now available for swimming and pedal

boats!  A Pastor from a camp in 2012 was so impressed with our improvements in these areas that he said he wished

other FWB churches were aware of our new (Kitchen/Dining hall) and improved (the Pond) facilities. 

For leasing and information on the above camps call Larry Glenn (937) 4783815, Donna Glenn (937) 4752710, 

Rev. Steve Nickels (937) 4781182, Pastor Tim Hamilton (937) 5591966 or Email us at timham@reagan.com.  

2017 Camps
July 914 Sr. Coed Camp (Ages 1320 boys/girls)   July 1621 Jr. Boys Camp (Ages 813)   July 2328 Jr. Girls Camp (Ages 813)

Please let us know if you would like to view a camp presentation.

A ministry of Northridge Free Will Baptist Church, 4800 Payne Ave, Dayton, OH 45414



HERITAGE (CAPITAL CITY)

Hello from Heritage!  

We are enjoying our 6th Upward Basketball &

Cheerleading season.  It will soon be coming to

an end.  It’s been great to get to know so many

new faces and we pray that the ministry has in

some way reached others for Christ.  It takes

many volunteers and coaches for a successful

Upward season and we are so thankful for other

churches that help us fill those positions. 

Southeastern FWB College Choir will be

with us on Sunday, March 5th at 10:30am.

Our annual homecoming service will be

Sunday, April 23 at 10am.  Pastor Tim Stout

will be preaching and special music by The

Libby Family.   A potluck dinner will follow at

Heritage Hall.

We have Bible Study each Wednesday at 11am

& 7pm.  Everyone welcome! Keep praying and

working for souls to be added to the kingdom of

God!

Tim W. Stout, Pastor

Stephanie Wolfe, Reporter 

PETREA

Greetings from Petrea FWB Church. By the

time you read this the New Year lies ahead.

Where has it gone. I can’t believe it is the end of

February and spring is around the corner.

Please pray for our church that we will see

growth. We are going to start visitation. The

church is praying that God will lead and guide

our paths to where we need to go and seek who

is lost and share the love of God.

The church has been up and down in numbers

because of sickness, but God never lets us down

and He makes His presence known.

We are trusting and looking for our God to do

great things as we all labor and do His will.

The blessings of God, whether large or small

in man’s eyes are truly important to the Lord.

We are looking for a mighty move of God every

day and especially in the lives of our families nd

the community. We will keep you in our prayers

and let us unite as one and pray for our country.

Until next time may God be with you.

Arthur Robinson, Pastor

Margie Robinson, Reporter

HARRISON (PORTER ASSOCIATION)

On Sunday, February 2nd we began our thir

teenweek focus on the 2017 WMO for FWB

International Missions. We were pleased to

have Jerry and Barbara Gibbs (missionaries

to France) with us on February 26th for our

Sunday morning services. We are once again

planning a WMO Yard Sale for May 6th and

May 8th. We also look forward to having Steve

Lytle (longtime missionary to Panama) with us

for our WMO Celebration and Banquet on May

21st.

Our Project Linus ministry has scheduled

MakeABlanket Day for Saturday, March 18.

Since 2003 our Project Linus chapter has made

9,424 quilts! We praise the Lord for the oppor

tunity to provide quilts for children in need who

live in Scioto County and even outside the state

of Ohio. We are also excited that Portsmouth
Metro Magazine is doing an article on our

Project Linus chapter for the month of March.

We also look forward to our special services

during the month of April as we celebrate our

Lord and Savior’s work at Calvary and His glo

rious resurrection.

Mike Mounts, Pastor & Reporter

MARYSVILLE (CENTRAL OHIO)

“But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must believe that
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that dili
gently seek him.” Hebrews 11:6

We were blessed to have five new members to

join our church. We are grateful for those who

want to work, labor and worship with us.

Feb.11th our church had a Valentine’s dinner.

It was an enjoyable evening for everyone.

God’s Messengers will be singing March 5th

and April 2nd  in the 11 am service.

Our communion and feetwashing service will

be April 14th at 7 pm. This is a good time of the

year to remember our Lord!

April 16th at 10 am, we will have special

singing in our Easter service. There will also be

an egg hunt for the children after the morning

service.

Paul Bogenrife, Pastor

Helen Murray, Reporter

SOUTH CHARLESTON (LITTLE MIAMI)

Hello from South Charleston FWB Church.

The winter has been light but the sickness has

been hard on our services.

Please pray for Rev. Forest Dyer as he has

been in the hospital. We have had many others

who have been sick and unable to attend.

Keep our little church in your prayers as we

are praying for you.

Bert Alsept, Pastor

Brenda Young, Reporter

FIRST SPRINGFIELD (FRANKLIN)

1 Thessalonians 5:11 “Therefore encourage
one another and build each other up, just as in
fact you are doing.”
Winter is upon us! This the season for can

celled activities and cabin fever. Our walks may

be harder in the winter with the weather inter

rupting our worship and fellowship but be

encouraged that our God can be reached from

right where you are! Be encouraged that others

are praying for you right where you sit! 

The teens/young adults learned about encour

aging words towards others. The example is

from Philippians where Paul is in prison, a dark

place where you can easily be discouraged,

therefore needing encouragement. However,

Paul was encouraging others from where he sat

in prison. 

I pray that wherever you are sitting, you can

take the time to encourage someone else! I pray

also for our youth and the things we can do to

grow in Christ! Also, I pray for Bro. Adam

McCarty who was ordained January 28th. God

is doing great things!

Mark Rucker, Pastor

Sarah LaFollette, Reporter

URBANA (CENTRAL OHIO) 

Greetings to all our brothers and sisters in

Christ. As winter comes to a close and spring

begins, take time to thank the Lord for every

thing He has done for you. All across the USA

and the world people are busy with their daily

lives, that they neglect to give our Lord the

praise He deserves. Let us not forget to thank

Him for living in the USA, where we are free to

worship HIM!  

January 22nd Rev. Jim Blankenship joined us

and delivered an inspiring message.  February

we held our annual business meeting and elec

tions. This went well and we were able to fill

some important needed positions for the church.

The church prospers when our congregation

works together in unity. 

May we praise Almighty God from dawn to

dusk and may we all enjoy the celebration of

spring and all the blessings from God.

Grant Cordell, Pastor 

Barbi Johnson, Reporter

DAILYVILLE (FRANKLIN)

Greetings from Waverly.  

During the last few months of 2016 our mem

bers have filled over 200 boxes for the

Christmas Shoe Box Ministry.  Also, a special

offering was taken to replace the chairlift which

was out of service and the amount collected

completely paid all costs and it is now installed. 

Our Christmas play was performed December

18th.  “Away From The Manger,” a comedy

with a serious message that touched our mem

bers and guests.

On New Year’s Day our message was given by

a new preacher, Andrew Rinehart, from Tick

Ridge FWB Church near Minford.  The focus of

his sermon was go out and invite all you know

and meet, that is our mission.  At the end all we

were standing and holding hands for the closing

prayer that we would serve.

Our roof has been completely covered now

with metal.  Thank God and our members for

their generosity.  We are blessed in Waverly.

Peter J. Dunn, Pastor

Jim Henry, Reporter

SWAUGER VALLEY (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Swauger Valley Church.  We

are so thankful that there is a better life.  What

a blessing to walk with and serve the Lord and

what an awesome privilege to share Christ with

others!  We never want to fail to give God the

praise for all He has done and continues to do in

our lives and in the church body.  

We are excited and in prayer for the Swauger

Valley Camp Meeting scheduled March 13th –

17th with Bro. Mike McCoy from Crossville,

Tennessee and hope you all can join us.

Services begin at 7:00pm with special singing

nightly.  

Don’t forget if you are in our area… be sure to

plan to join us for our bimonthly Senior

Luncheon on Friday April 7th at 12:30pm for a

wonderful time of fellowship – and free home

cooked meal!

Mike Simpson, Pastor

Laura Simpson, Reporter

GERMANY HOLLOW (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Germany Hollow FWBC.

It has been a while since we submitted an arti

cle.  But that doesn’t mean we aren’t busy or

growing.  This reporter has been busy working

full time and going to college at the same time

so pray for me to have a spare moment occa

sionally.  

Now on to church news:  2016 was a great

year.  Took the youth fishing twice and they

loved it (and so did the adults who like to fish!).

We do have a Facebook page that has pictures

of our outings if you are interested in seeing

those.  We also had a camp out this past summer

that was a lot of fun.  The Lord has blessed us

with perfect property to have things like that for

the kids. We are planning a youth overnight trip

sometime in the near future as well.  

Christmas was our usual dinner and passing

party and a few games with lots of fun and food.

Our fellowship hall is nearing completion and

we are very proud of it!   

As always, our pastor does a great job in lead

ing us with Holy Spirit inspired soul searching

preaching. Love hearing him bring us the Word! 

Steve Luster, Pastor

Debi Wagner, Reporter

ANTIOCH (PINE CREEK)

God’s day to ya all! What a day that will be,

when my Jesus I shall see! Let's praise God

more!

Upcoming events for church are: Spring

revivalApril 2428th at 7:00pm with peaching

by Rev. Mike McCoy from Tenn. The Ladies

Prayer Retreat will be held on June 23rd at

Carlisle Inn in Sugarcreek, OH (We have about

28 ladies going.). We are having a tent revival at

old Vernon School on June 1215th at 7:00pm

with  Bro. Garrett Fitch preaching and special

singing nightly. VBS is June 1924th at 6:30pm.

We are having homecoming Aug. 6th at 9:45am

with Bro. Jim McComas. We are having the

Spencers on Aug. 13th at 7:00pm. God is so

good!

We are going through a revival now with

Evangelist Tim Case. God has been in the

house! We have had wonderful singing and

praising the Lord!  We have had one soul saved

already this year! One is so much to be thankful

for! 

Let's witness everywhere we go. Smile and let

others know that Jesus lives in you! May God

be with each and everyone of you! May God’s

will be done in every prayer that you pray.

Love, hugs and prayers for you.

Rick Henderson, Pastor

Tammy “Tater” Knappenberger, Reporter
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“Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth
in me though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and
believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?” John 11:2516

Thought for the Month

Attention: Ambassador Reporters

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE!
The deadline for the March-April

Issue will be 
Noon, Monday, May 1st
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IM Finishes Year In Black, Erases Missionary Account Deficits
“I closed the books on 2016,” IM’s CFO Rob Conley stated with a smile, “with great joy. Not

only were general fund needs met, they were exceeded. It was downright fun to sit with Clint

Morgan and, onebyone, erase missionary account deficits and seed those accounts with a bal

ance for 2017.”

At the 2016 National Association of Free Will Baptists in Kansas City, Missouri, General

Director Clint Morgan promised if general fund giving exceeded general fund needs, missionary

accounts would reap the benefits. “We know the transition from generalized giving to designated

giving will take time to implement,” Morgan said. “We want our missionaries to succeed and we

will do all we can to help them.” 

As the books closed, Clint rejoiced, “After six years of struggling financially, we celebrate the

generosity of Free Will Baptists! These undesignated gifts allowed us to allocate funds to deficit

missionary accounts.”

Deficit missionary accounts received a total of $376,697.54 across 17 accounts. Accounts lifted

from deficit standing were: Anthony and Lea Edgmon, Dennis and Carol Teague, Matt and

Cristina Price, Cathy Crawford (resigned), Nathan and Linda Snow, Steve and Lori Torrison,

Don and Ruth McDonald, Neil and Mandi Morgan, Rusty and Brenda Carney, Mick and

Rachel Donahue (resigned), David and Angie Outlaw, Kenneth and Rejane Eagleton, Jerry

and Barbara Gibbs, Tyler and Kellie Penn, Dale and Sandra Bishop, Josh and Alicia Crowe

(resigned), and Reverend Carlisle Hanna and India Ministries.

After receiving news from Rob Conley concerning the benefit to their account, Ruth McDonald

wrote, “This miracle occurred because of the sacrificial gifts of God's people throughout the year,

especially during December. It was also because of the onetime generous ‘bailout’… to bring us

out of the deficit…God is great. His people are still listening to and obeying His Spirit's call. We

are blessed!” 

Board Chairman Jeff Manning rejoiced, “Knowing this news might be forthcoming during our

December board meeting, I went home as joyful as I’ve ever been as a board member. I knew our

missionaries would celebrate Christmas in December and January!”

Erasing missionary account deficits allowed missionaries to begin 2017 with a clean slate.

However, these accounts were in deficit because they are underfunded. An additional $209,000

was pulled from the general fund and distributed across missionary accounts, providing mission

aries with a cash balance to begin 2017. “As you hear about missionaries needing additional sup

port, please prayerfully consider who you can support monthly, consistently,” pled General

Director Morgan. “We can prevent future deficits. I have no doubt Free Will Baptists can fully

fund the general fund and missionary accounts. Ask God what He would have you do, and do it.”

Morgan stressed the importance of the general fund saying, “One of the strategic challenges we

presented in Kansas City dealt with the need for our cash reserves to rise above 20% of our budg

et. These funds are set aside to offset potential challenges demanding a quick, immediate finan

cial outflow over a short period of time.” Analysts recommend nonprofits have three to six

months of budgeted expenses in cash reserves. International Missions’ 20% cash reserves only

cover 73 days, or two and a half months, of expenses.

“Even as we rejoice over ending the year in the black, I’m reminded that during the last six years

we cut tons of ministry expenses just to keep missionaries in their countries. Some missionaries

probably felt like they were laboring with one arm tied behind their backs,” Conley acknowl

edged. “In all honesty, I think the lean years helped us evaluate and differentiate between truly

essential work and the added blessings. Yet, some missioncritical ministries had to be cut. We

hope 2017 funding allows us to restore those missioncritical ministries to missionary budgets.

God is doing great things in the lives of people all over the world. How many more lives can be

impacted with the truths of the gospel when ministry budgets enable effective outreach? We need

people to pray, work, and give to restore missioncritical ministries.”

“We ask you to continue to give faithfully and consider increasing your giving as God leads you,”

Conley affirmed. Faithful monthly support to all accounts, general and missionary, will allow the

Mission to function properly. As the Mission functions properly the gospel is shared, men and

women accept Christ as Savior, families are changed, believers are discipled, churches multiply,

and God is glorified.

April 30, 2017

Are you receiving the

If you would  like to begin receiving all the Ohio FWB News, just send
your email address to 

ehayes@ambassadorbible.com

Ohio Email Updates?

ROSEDALE (CAPITAL CITY)

God in all of his infinite wisdom always knows

exactly what we need, while we may not under

stand, we just need to trust.  We are heartbroken

at this time, learning of the death of a good

friend’s son, Matt McComas, son of Jim &

Beth McComas.  Our young are slipping away

from us.  We at Rosedale try to never take for

granted the youth that are involved in our

church.  To hear the testimonies given by these

kids are a testament of how our church, along

with their parents, try to instill in them, that the

world does not have what you want. Your only

refuge is in God.  We try and involve them in

our services as much as possible.  

Please keep the McComas family in your

prayers in the coming weeks and months.  As

we know, their lives will never be the same.

Quoting a recent post by Rev. Jim; “The king

was deeply moved and went up to the chamber

over the gate and wept. And thus he said as he

walked, "O my son Absalom, my son, my son
Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, O
Absalom, my son, my son!" 2 Samuel 18:33.

We had a great time of fellowship during our

recent Valentine’s Dinner held at Der

Dutchmen.  We truly are just one big family at

Rosedale.  God has blessed us with a support

group like no other.  To some, the church

becomes their home.  When members of your

family are not saved, you learn to lean even

stronger on your church family.  A huge part of

this is because of our pastor and his family. He

preaches truth and never strays away from what

is right.  Our world needs more preachers like

him and more pastors wives like his wife Abby.

We love them with everything that is in us and

thank God a million times over for bringing

them our way.  Always keep our pastors and

their families in your prayers.

Looking forward to Easter, will have our annu

al egg hunt on Saturday, April 15th.  If your

church is not having an egg hunt, please come

join us.  Our Easter service will be special as

always, our pastor prepares us with uplifting

messages beforehand to prepare for the special

Easter Sunday.  

Again, if you don’t have a home church, come

be with us.  We will also be attending some

revivals. Our pastor Jason and associate pastor,

Paul Moore will be preaching in some upcom

ing revivals the next couple months.  We always

enjoy the privilege of getting to worship with

our fellow churches.

Jason Meade, Pastor

Bev Fraley, Reporter

FREDERICK (PINE CREEK)

Greetings! We are so blessed to have our pastor

back. Rusty was able to return and preached a

good message February 5th, all by the prayers

answered by our amazing God! We thank all of

you for lifting he and his family up in your

prayers and continue to pray for them as his

journey with treatment continues.

Frederick is also very pleased to announce the

birth of Kinzlee Mareya Reese born February

13th. She is adorable and we can't wait to get

our hands on her!

Our ladies circle is going well, busy quilting

and gathering supplies for Family Ministries.

Bro. Edwin Hayes blessed us with his teach

ings and preaching on February 12th. His ser

mons are always helpful in our walk daily with

our Lord.

We would again like to express our apprecia

tion to Don and Jannie Meadows helping out

in Rusty's absence and continuing on during his

treatments. We all know and believe they were

sent to us by God who knew what was ahead for

our church and Rusty.

Praying God's blessings on you and yours.

Rusty Larter, Pastor

Bobbie McGraw, Reporter

GOOD HOPE (CUYAHOGALORAIN

Greetings from Good Hope FWB Church.  We

are doing good and keeping busy.  We have had

several visitors coming to the church.  Rev. Jim

Boggs preached for us in January and had a

good message.  We had a Valentine Party for our

youth in Feb. We have a great group of young

people at our church; they sing for us every

Sunday morning.  

On Wed. Feb. 22nd we had Joshua and Eloiza

Dacuyan, missionaries to the Philippines, come

and sing for us during evening service.  Joshua

preached for us and had a great message.  We

also started the 30 Pieces of Silver project last

week.  That’s where we fill small bags with

money collected through Easter and the pro

ceeds go to the Children’s Home. We are look

ing forward to Bro. Robert Legg’s visit to our

church in April. 

Jason Keith, Pastor

Mary Diamond, Reporter

HIGH STREET (NORTH & WESTERN)

On January 1st our youth presented the

Christmas program/service due to bad weather

in December.  The members enjoyed the pro

gram as our youth took a stand for Christ and

brought His love to all that were present that

day.  Hearts were truly touched.  

January 15th we had the opportunity to enjoy

the Lord's Supper and feetwashing during our

service.  All came out to partake in the service.  

January 21st the youth group attended the

Winter Jam Christian concert in Columbus.  Fun

was had by all that went.  We want to thank our

church for supplying the money for the tickets

as well as supper for the youth group.  

February 26th our church had a competition

between our youth group and the adults to see

who could recite the Beatitudes.  Fun was had

by all that joined in to the competition.  The out

come of our competition will be in our next

report.  

On March 5th Bro. Legg will be with us repre

senting the Family Ministries out of Greenville,

TN.  He will also be preaching for our morning

service.  

April 1st is our North & Western Conference

meeting at High Street. All are welcomed to

come and enjoy the good food and fellowship. 

James Webb, Pastor

Wendy Wolford, Reporter 

Save the Date
D6 Conference

September 2022, Dallas Texas



Bro. Manuel Lopes,

a member of the

Westerville Church

and who is the registration director at the Ohio

Men's Retreat has been in the hospital with a

severe infection in his elbow.  He is now home

recovering.

Sister Pat Booth, wife of Gahanna Pastor

Curtis Booth took a fall on January 8th and

required five stitches.  Sister Pat has had sever

al health problems recently and could use your

prayers.

Frederick FWB Pastor Rusty Larter had an

extended stay in the James Hospital at the OSU

University mid December into January being

treated for leukemia. He is making progress and

has gone home.  He will still have to have

extensive treatments.

Rittman Community Pastor Johnny Castle

was taken to the hospital in Akron by ambu

lance on January13th. He is now home recover

ing.  

Brother JB Spencer, member of the

Cornerstone Church and wellknown Gospel

singer was admitted to Mansfield Hospital

February 4th with an intestinal blockage. He is

now home recovering. 

Sister Brenda Crider, wife of Springfield

Pastor Charles Crider will have to see her cardi

ologist at least four times a year and they will

monitor the pressure in her heart. She is sched

uling the surgery on her kidney. They are going

to try to freeze the tumor and remove it that

way. If they can do it that way then it will be

easier on her. They will do a biopsy then and

they are praying that it hasn't spread.

Brother Barrett Fitzsimmons, a 7 yearold

young man from the Forest Valley Church had a

bout with a cold and pneumonia. That is always

serious because he just had surgery recently. He

is home but they had to start the strong chemo

again because they found seven tumors on his

lungs. If they can shrink them with the chemo

then they will do surgery to remove them. He

certainly needs everyone's prayers.

Rev. Mark Bailey, pastor of the Mansfield

Church had major eye surgery Feb. 9th and is

home recovering.

Sister Thelma Cartmell, a member of the

Summit Station FWB Church took a fall and hit

her head.  She became very ill February 13th

and was rushed to the Mt. Carmel W Hospital in

very serious condition.  She underwent surgery

that evening.  She is improving. Do remember

her and her family in prayer.  Her husband, Fred

Cartmell just passed away in December.

Sister Connie Kilgore, a member of the

Columbus First Church was released from Mt.

Carmel East Hospital on February 13th.

Brother Tom Damron, a deacon at the Canaan

FWB Church had major back surgery on

February 24th.

Former South Charleston Pastor Forest Dyer

has been in the hospital.

Trinity Pastor Paul Collins is scheduled for

back surgery on March 22nd.

Sister Joan Whoolery, a member of the Faith

FWB Church in Cleveland had knee surgery on

February 3rd. 

Bro. Robert Fulton, assistant pastor at

Coalton is in the hospital and would appreciate

Christian prayers.  

Sis. Ruby Vance, a longtime member of the

Faith FWB Church recently had a fall that did

some damage to her shoulder.  She is currently

at the Logan Health Care Center for 24/7 care.

GRACE

Blessings from all of us at Grace FWB. We

hope you all had a wonderful holiday season. 

We pray that all is going well for all, we are

continuing to pray for everyone, we ask for con

tinued prayers for our church as well. We have

sad news to report, our beloved deacon Bro.

Jake Grimes has gone on to be with the Lord.

He was the rock of the church and will be great

ly missed. Please pray for his family. 

Pray for Sis. Kathy's mom, Sis. Linda's par

ents, Bro. Nick and his family, Bro. Bill  has not

been feeling well and needs our prayers. He's

been under a lot of stress with his brother being

so ill and passing away. Sis. Kathy is still hav

ing  lot of  trouble with her back and Bro. Art is

recovering from s stroke, please pray for Bro.

Dewayne's nephew Matt. God knows all about

the situation, also Sis. Elaine's friend Pam; she

is recovering from very serious cancer surgery. 

We welcome Sis. Janet to the church; she is

really a very sweet, loving and spiritual lady. 

Bro. Dewayne does an excellent job of teach

ing Sunday school. He keeps us all interested. 

We love our Pastor Bro. Ed Purdy and his

wife Sis. Linda and don't want to pass up  a

chance to let them know how much we care

about them and how special they are to us. It's a

true blessing to find a pastor that really preach

es the word and doesn't sugar coat it. Thank you

Bro. Ed for telling us the truth. Thank Sis. Linda

for being such a caring pastor’s wife, someone

we can talk to and count on. 

We invite you to come visit us sometime to

worship together. Let's all pray for our wonder

ful country and our leaders.  America needs to

turn to God for guidance again!  Go out and

spread God's word anytime you get a chance.

This world needs God so badly. 

We send our prayers and love to all. God bless

you all.

Ed Purdy, Pastor 

Elaine Booth, Reporter

WOODSTOCK (CENTRAL OHIO)

We have been busy working for the Lord. We

have had very spiritual services and feel like we

have already had revival so we are really look

ing forward to what the Lord is going to do in

our  "MARCH FOR JESUS" revival. Our

scheduled revival will be Wednesday March 1

through Wednesday March 8. Special singers

and preachers nightly at 7 pm and 6 pm on

Sunday. Hope you can come and be with us.

We had Jeremy Liles in our morning service

and 11th Hour in our evening service February

19th, singing for us. They did an outstanding

job as usual.

We have had a lot of sickness and deaths in our

church families and we were sad to see the Ray

Family move to Tennessee, but happy they are

minding the Lord. 

Please continue to pray for Sister Pat Cordell

and Sister Imogene Pack, who are in care facil

ities. They are truly "Soldiers for the Lord"!  

Russell Street, Pastor

Virginia Jones, Reporter

COLUMBUS FIRST (FRANKLIN)

Sister churches. 

Our last Sunday on Third Avenue was

February 5. It was a bitter sweet moment with

so many fond memories of days gone by, but we

are looking forward to what God has in store for

us. It has been a flurry of activity as we have

been packing and moving the church, but we are

finally out. 

Our first day in the new location at 2580

Jordan Road was February 12th . We had a won

derful service and God has blessed us.We would

like to take this opportunity to thank God and

everyone who has been praying for us during

this transitional time.

Please continue to pray for church growth as

we move forward in our new location. We

would like to invite everyone to our new site

dedication service May 6th at 5PM. Our speak

er will be State Moderator, Rev. Mark Price

with special singers and dinner. 

God bless all.

Billy Parson, Pastor

Sue Parson, Reporter 

NORTHRIDGE 

Blessings from Northridge FWB Church! The

Lord has touched the hearts of many of our

members by leading them into mission fields in

several countries.  Carl Poynter and Chuck

Johnston went to Columbia in October, and then

Chuck turned around and went to Haiti in

November.  Carl and Teresa Poynter went back

to Haiti for Christmas and passed out tracts,

Bibles, and helped distribute rice, beans, and

sandwiches, to name just a few of the ways they

served.  We have several people planning

upcoming mission trips, such as Carl Poynter,

Josh Branscomb, and Greg Murphy going to

Japan in April and Iva Nickels and Bill Sargeant

going to Israel in May.  On March 25, Carl and

Teresa Poynter will be at the Men for Missions

meeting (women are welcome) to share about

the experiences they had and the blessings they

received while living in Haiti for nine months.

Please pray for our brothers and sisters who are

listening and being obedient to the leading of

the Holy Spirit and going into the various coun

tries to be a light and a witness for the Lord.

“And he said unto them, Go ye unto all the
world, and preach the gospel to every crea
ture.” Mark 16:15

Please tune in to our weekly radio ministry on

Sunday at 2:30 p.m. (Station WGNZ 1110 AM

and 104.3 FM)

Please join us in service on our church web

page – www.northridgefwbc.org and click on

live streaming

In His service. 

Tim Hamilton, Pastor

Corky Coomes, Reporter
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Hospital

Update
Greetings from the 

Ohio Women Active for Christ

State Board.

News and Upcoming Events

Women’s Days... The OWAC is hosting 2 Women’s Days this year.  The first will be

held at the Gahanna Free Will Baptist Church located at 3868 N Stygler Rd.,

Gahanna, OH 43230 on April 22, 2017 from 9:15am2:30pm.  The second will be

held at Canaan Free Will Baptist Church located at 12723 Cleveland Rd., Creston,

OH 44217 on May 20, 2017 from 9:15am2:30pm.  Our topics this year will be Kid’s
Programs, Going to church Alone, Am I still a Christian if I suffer from Depression,
Ouch! How to handle being hurt in the church, Why YWAC (Young Women Active for
Christ,) and Availability vs, Ability.    

I think the topics this year are timely for our ladies and we would love to see all of

our Ohio ladies there!

Mark your calendars... Our state meeting will be held on Thursday June 22, 2017 at

1pm at Heritage FWBC in Heritage Hall.  

His Girls Conference for ages 1320 will be held April 1, 2017 time and location

TBD.  We will keep you posted. 

OWAC Annual Fall Retreat will be held October 1314, 2017 at the Holiday Inn

and Suites located at 116 Park Ave W., Mansfield, OH 44902.  Look for more infor

mation on this soon!

Purse Auction and Ice Cream Social will be held November 4, 2017 time and loca

tion TBD.  Stay Tuned.

Your sister in Christ,

Jessica Musetti, OWAC Secretary

Good Hope FWB is looking for a pastor. 

If interested, you can contact Bro. Jason Keith 

at 4407234711 for more information. 
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City of Gallatin Welcomes Welch College  
The City of Gallatin and Mayor Paige Brown hosted a

“Welcome to Gallatin” reception for Welch College February

10 at Gallatin City Hall.  

“From the very beginning, when the announcement was

made that Welch College was coming to Sumner County and

to Gallatin, there was a lot of excitement,” said Tennessee

State Senator Ferrell Haile. “As the buildings have gone up,

the excitement has certainly gone up also.” 

Welch President Matt Pinson stated, “We saw Gallatin, not only as a warm and welcoming com

munity, but also as a community on the move. Gallatin is one of the fastest growing areas in

Tennessee, and we believe it is going to be great to partner with the city to move forward with the

mission of our college.”

“Only 5% of Tennessee cities have a residential college,” said Mayor Paige Brown. “Welch

College brings to our community, not only a fouryear residential college, but also a student base

which gives over 10,000 hours of community service each year." 

For more information about Welch or to apply, call 615.844.5000 or go online to welch.edu. 

Welch College President Matt Pinson to Speak at Christian

Scholarship Conference 
Welch College President Matt Pinson will be speaking at the Radical Christian Scholarship

Conference at Houston Baptist University on Friday, February 24, according to Josh Owens,

director of Media and Marketing.

The conference is sponsored by The Transdisciplinary Group, a group of evangelical scholars

convened by Dr. Eric Johnson, Lawrence and Charlotte Hoover Professor of Pastoral Care at

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, and Dr. Craig Bartholomew, H. Evan Runner Professor

of philosophy at Redeemer University College, Ontario, Canada. 

The Transdisciplinary Group and the Radical Christian Scholarship Conference aim to emphasize

the way in which academic disciplines (or fields of study) should be transformed by the Christian

worldview. “We are calling this project Radical Christian Scholarship because it goes to the root

(radix) of each discipline and also Transdisciplinary Christian Scholarship because it requires the

transformation of all the disciplines in accordance with Christian worldview assumptions,” said

conference conveners. 

In addition to Johnson and Bartholomew, the conference will feature noted evangelical scholars

such as Leland Ryken, Andrew Pennington, C. Stephen Evans, Peter Leithart, Kevin

Vanhoozer, and Mary Poplin. 

Owens said, “President Pinson’s topic will be one of his favorites: mentoring young Christian

scholars and students. Let’s be in prayer for him as he travels and presents at this conference.” 

Welch College Announces Dates for Spring 2017 Welcome Days 
The Spring 2017 semester at Welch College is going to be historic. The semester will see the col

lege leaving its West End campus and occupying the brand new Gallatin, Tennessee, campus. The

timeline of the construction process and unforeseen circumstances of relocation are going to

cause Welch College to cancel the March 2017 Senior Days event.   

However, we are excited to announce that plans have been made to combine the 2017 Spring

Senior Days and the 2017 Spring Welcome Days into ONE event. This will be the first event for

prospective students to experience all that Welch has to offer at the new location. This event will

take place May 45, 2017.   

"What an exciting time it is in the history of Welch College," stated Enrollment Services Director,

Derek Altom. "We are eager with anticipation to show prospective students, sponsors, and parents

what God is doing at Welch College, and to show them how they will have the opportunity in the

near future to experience Welch College in a whole new way." 

Both Senior Days and Welcome Days have always focused on students experiencing college life,

making new friends, and getting acquainted with all that Welch College has to offer. It is a great

opportunity for prospective students to meet professors, attend classes, stay in the dorms with

current Welch students, and explore if Welch is the right place to continue their education.   

We are expecting a large crowd for this event, therefore, registration is going to be limited with

graduating seniors and/or recent graduates receiving first priority. There will be special activities

throughout the event that will be designed specifically for graduating seniors and/or recent gradu

ates. For example, there will be a college planning seminar which will prepare future students

with all the information that he or she needs to make the transition to Welch College as smooth as

possible.  

If you have any questions about this combined event, please send an email to events@welch.edu.

Once again, this combined event will take place May 45, 2017. Early registration for seniors will

be Thursday, March 1629, 2017. Registration for all others will open March 30, 2017 and

close on Thursday, April 27, 2017. THERE WILL BE NO ONSITE REGISTRATIONS

TAKEN. Make your plans today. 

Evangelist 

Mike Blanton

Available for services, revivals and campmeetings!

(614) 8712795 

Mike Blanton and Evidence
available to sing at your church!

FELLOWSHIP TRACT LEAGUE  

For all of your TRACT needs  

Call Rep. Tim Lapish at 
1-614-937-5746 or 

1-513-494-1075

Available for pulpit supply
timJL52@yahoo.com

MAIN STREET (LAWRENCE)

Hello and God bless from Main Street. We pray

all is well.

Here at Main Street we have our rooms down

stairs ready for our VBS which be June 59th.

We pray for a good turnout. Our youth meeting

on Tuesday evenings is doing well. Please pray

for our youth.

As spring comes closer with new beginnings

and bright colors of newness, we pray lost souls

will come to Jesus to start anew, to be a saved

soul in the LORD. Let’s continue praying for all

our lost loved ones.

Please continue praying for all our preachers

and pastors and teachers. As the word is told.

Thanks and God bless.

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ:” Romans 1:16

Paul Bartrum, Pastor

Judy Layman, Reporter

WESTERVILLE (FRANKLIN)

We greet you in the name of our Savior and

Lord, Jesus Christ.

Youth Sunday and family night was held Jan.

29th. The youth lead our morning worship serv

ice and the family night was led by Sue Carney,

Lucie Patterson and Beth Zester. Bro. Mike

Sammons is serving as interim youth director

while our church seeks a youth pastor.

The Master’s Men hosted a soup cookoff on

Sunday evening, Feb. 5th during family night

and the Super Bowl party. Proceeds went to the

Master’s Men.

Pastor Paul is challenging everyone to read the

Bible through this year. He give daily scriptures

to read daily in our monthly newsletter.

Feb. 18th a reception and booksigning was held

at the church for Bro. Mark Musetti on the

release of his first Christian novel titled, “A
Friendship Tested”. We’re so proud and hope

many more novels will come. God bless you

Mark!

Our WWAC are busy as usual. We will be

doing our meal ministry again this year at

Ronald McDonald House. We were busy lately

putting together sunshine baskets to be given to

our elderly and those under the weather. It will

soon be time for our Easter candy sale.

Until next time, pray for our church family and

we’ll pray for yours.

In Christ. 

Paul Etterling, Pastor

Grace McKinster, Reporter

Visit us on the web

www.OhioFWB.org
or our Facebook Page



ZALESKI

We need to trust the Lord more and ourselves

less. We thank the Lord for answering our

prayers and for sending so many blessings to

our church. We are truly blessed!

Our pastor, Mark Rood and Charlie

McKibben attended the Ohio Men’s Retreat in

January. Bro. David Moore attended with them

during the day. They were all truly blessed and

their hearts were revived.

Please keep our pastor, Mark, his wife, Terese

and their children in your prayers. They are hard

workers for the Lord and Satan doesn’t like to

see this. He is out to destroy any of us who he

can. We need to pray for the Lord to keep us

strong.

Please pray for Nancy Rood. She’s a very

stong person and keeps busy for the Lord and

church. We love her very much.

We have been praying for a spring revival and

that the Lord will lead us in that direction. We

have been having good fellowship and good

food on the first Monday evening of each

month. Bro. Micah Moore preached on Feb.

19th and blessed our hearts with his words from

the Lord.

Sis. Laota Storms celebrated her 90th birthday

Feb. 25th. We wished her a very happy birthday.

Our pastor, Mark has been doing the

Wednesday night Bible study from Revelation.

We will be starting to make plans for VBS this

summer. We are sure it will be an exciting

adventure. We are all called to do something for

the Lord. 

We pray you will have a very blessed Easter

and that we will keep the true meaning Jesus’

death and resurrection in our hearts. Please keep

our seniors, the youth, our military and their

families, our nursing home ministry, the nation

and our leader in your prayers. Tell someone

you love them and really mean it.

Mark Rood, Pastor

Linda McKibben, Reporter

TRINITY (FRANKLIN)

Our pastor, Paul Collins will have back sur

gery on March 22nd. We pray he will have a

speedy recovery. He has been serving the Lord

at our church for 14 years with no pay. He is

very faithful and a good servant to the LORD.

We love him dearly.

We’ve had a lot of folks miss services because

of sickness caused by the weather going from

winter to springlike temperatures. We will be

glad when God gives us spring back and we can

enjoy the flowers and trees in bloom.

Please pray for our little church that we will do

the Lord’s work.

Paul Collins, Pastor

Patricia Dorsey, Reporter

FAITH (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

God has blessed us with a new year.

Colossians 3:2 says “Set your affection on
things above, not on things on the earth.”
God is Good.  On January 1st Bro. Dale

Channell preached in the evening service.  He

always does a great job.

Two of the girls at church, Autumn and

Summer Thomas celebrated their birthday in

the fellowship hall January 7th.  Our young peo

ple enjoy being together. January 8th, Bro. Ed

Kennedy Jr. preached in the evening service.

Good to enjoy fellowship with others.  Bro. Bill

Alford preached a good message on compas

sion January 11th.

Sister Joan Whoolery had knee surgery on

February 3rd.  Remember her in your prayers.

Brother Roger and Sister Madeline Kerns gave

the young people their own Bible; they were

very happy.

On February 19th we had “Big Spoon Sunday”

again, ice cream.  Our young people and adults

enjoy this.

On February 26th we had communion and

feetwashing.  A very humbling service, James

5:410 says “Humble yourselves in the sight of
the Lord, and He shall lift you up.”
Continue to enjoy God’s blessings.

Lester McMahan, Pastor

Geraldine McMahan, Reporter

BEECH GROVE (FRANKLIN)

This is the time of year to honor our mission

aries and their work in bringing the Gospel of

Jesus Christ to the world. We were privileged

to have a young man from the Philippines come

to speak to us about his work and his goals to

return to the northern area to start a church.

Macl Jayson Galvan has been attending the

Marietta Bible College to prepare himself for

this journey home.

Beech Grove is pleased to announce that one

of our previous members has returned and

rejoined our church. Bro. Ed Crone has had

some health setbacks and we are praying for

hime. Also, one of our visiting preachers and

singers, Ron and Pam Adams has an adult son,

Ronnie who has been very ill and we request

prayers for his health.

Evangelist Tim Case will be our guest speak

er on Sunday, March 19th for the 10:45am and

6pm services. Bro. Tim has been a blessing as a

traveling evangelist. He visits churches

throughout the central and southern Ohio areas,

preaching God’s word.

Please pray for growth in our church and we

will be praying for you. Come help us in any

free time any of your might have from all of

your own church work.

Joe Pinkerton, Pastor

Gloria Kidder, Reporter

SOMERSET COMMUNITY

Greeting to our brother and sisters in Christ!

Feb. 1st Garry Barr preached and we enjoyed

his singing and playing the guitar.

Our ladies made “Hope” blankets after a two

month break because of the weather.

Our outreach programs continue to show

God’s love and compassion to the shutins,

nursing home, Salvation Army, the homeless,

foodbags and “Hope” blankets.

Ethan Hutchinson has been in Costa Rica since

January and will stay until May. He is studying

Spanish for his college degree at a missionary

school.

We thank Bev for sewing fifty infant/toddler

gowns to be taken to Africa for the missionary

hospital. Many of the ladies donated and cut out

the material for the gowns.

We celebrated the love of Christ with a

Valentine’s dinner Feb. 12th. Spaghetti and

meatballs were served, along with breadsticks

and salad. The person dressed most like a valen

tine and for the best presented valentine dessert

received a prize.

Bro. Patrick Blevins preached, sung a song

and played his guitar Feb. 19th. 

Pastor Scott needs much prayer that the LORD

will take away the bronchitis that’s been hang

ing on since January.

Continue to pray for our sick and shutins.

What a day, a glorious day that will be when we

all have no more sickness or burdens to bear

when Jesus comes.

Scott Hutchinson, Pastor

Donna Barr, Reporter

OAK HILL (JACKSON)

Hello everyone. We enjoyed a weekend meet

ing January 2629th.  We heard some wonder

ful, spirit filled sermons.  Bro. Wayne Runyon

preached the first three nights.  On Thursday

night he preached from I Kings 17:178; 14:5.

His topic was, “What do you do when you don’t
know what to do?” We had special singing by

Bro. Billie McFann’s children.  On Friday night,

Bro. Wayne preached from Luke 10:3942,

“Look for me at the feet of Jesus.”  Special

singing was by Katie Snow. Saturday night he

preached from Mark 5:2527, “When nothing
but a miracle will do.” Special singing was by

the Swauger Valley Trio.  On Sunday night,

our pastor, Bro. Allen Simpson preached a

wonderful sermon from Hebrews 6:1315.  Bro.

Billy McFann preached for us on January 1st.

He preached from Jeremiah 7:14.

On February 19th we saw two precious souls

saved. Our pastor, Bro. Allen Simpson

preached that night from Luke 10:3035.  We

love and thank everyone that came to be with

us.

Until next time, may God bless you. “He is not
here; for He is risen; as He said.  Come, see the
place where the Lord lay.”  Matthew 28:6

Allen  Simpson, Pastor

Sandy Clark, Reporter

SCIOTODALE (PINE CREEK)

Sciotodale is praising God for two people that

came forward in January during our evening

communion service to trust Christ as Savior.

One has followed in baptism. 

Pray for them as they start their journey with

their newfound faith and salvation!

On Jan 14th we had our first annual winter

clothing giveaway for our local community.

What a blessing to serve 18 needy people. 

We thank Mark Hacker for the collection of

snack cakes for SOMC Hospital in January.

This was opportunity opened to us to provide

and place the snack cakes in their waiting areas

for people who have loved ones in the hospital. 

One of the highlights of the year for the men in

our church is the Ohio Men’s Retreat in January.

It was a time of fellowship and inspiration from

God’s word to all the men that attended. 

The church welcomed missionaries David and

Angie Outlaw and their son Carson on Jan.

22nd.  It was a blessing to have them.  God’s

love is for the entire world and we all need to be

engaged in that mission, even if it is just pray

ing for our missionaries.

Dustin Jenkins, Southern Gospel Singer

joined us on Sunday, Jan 29th for a Sunday

night song service.  This was a blessing to all.

Sciotodale hosted the Pine Creek Conference

on Feb. 11th, with Michael Sammons preach

ing and Covered by Love singing.   A fellow

ship meal was provided after the service. 

We always want to acknowledge our youth.

Some of our young men attended the Men’s

Retreat and I am sure this will make them

stronger in their faith and walk with God.  They

are currently discussing the National.  There

was a lot of support from the church for their

Gatti’s Fundraiser. On the fun side,  they

enjoyed an outing to the OSU/Michigan

Hockey Game. May God bless you!

Aaron Reed, Pastor

Debbie Hawes, Reporter
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Piano Player Needed

at the Lockbourne

FWB Church

If you are interested 

contact 

Pastor Leon Stevens at

614/2031902



COMMUNITY (CENTRAL OHIO)

We would first like to send our deepest sym

pathies to two of our church families. We would

like to extend our love to Sis. Pam Laughlin on

the homegoing of her mother Mrs. Jean Carol

Laughlin. Jean went to heaven on January 21st.

Also we would like to extend our love to our

dear Pastor Bro. Jerry Newman on the home

going of his dear mother, Sis. Ollie A.

Newman. Sis Newman went to be with the

Lord on February 9th. Both of these dear moth

ers have left a great impact on our congregation.

These dear saints of God have left us children,

grandchildren and greatgrandchildren as part

of our church family! What a legacy to leave

behind! Heaven grows sweeter everyday! 

We  have an event where we will be bowling

at the Plain City Lanes in Plain City,  on March

19th. This event is for the youth through the

young at heart. Come for fun, food and fellow

ship. All ages welcome. 

In April, we will have our communion service

on Palm Sunday April 9th 2017 in the morning

worship service. This service is always a time of

remembrances of Christ’s love for us. Special

music is an added bonus to our service. 

Easter Sunday, April 16th will be a day of cel

ebration of our Lord’s resurrection. Bro. Jerry

will be bringing a message to help us remember

what Easter really means. Our youth will be

hiding treats for the younger children for a time

of fun and fellowship. We hope that all our

churches enjoy their Easter celebrations. 

May the warm weather continue for us to

enjoy.

Jerry Newman, Pastor

A. Friend, Reporter

COALTON (JACKSON)

Greetings to our brothers and sisters.  We have

good news to report!  This month we have had

six of your youth accept Christ into their lives.

The youth have also been given a challenge to

memorize the books of the Bible and are pro

gressing well.  One has reached the goal and

won a Bible.  

Our nursing home ministry continues and we

are thankful for the willing hearts who attend

these services to brighten the days and encour

age the elderly.  

We are praying for revival and looking for

ward to God’s response as we know He always

has something good for us.  Our pastor and

assistant pastor have been feeding us the Word

of God to prepare our hearts for worship and

holy living.  

Our hearts are sadden at the death of Sis. Mary

Waldron, but we can rejoice as she left the tes

timony that she loved the Lord.  Through Jesus

Christ we have hope that we will see each other

again!  

In January we held election of officers for the

New Year. We are excited to see what God has

in store for 2017. We ask that you keep our sick

in your prayers and that our church will be a

beacon for Christ in our community.  

God bless you!

Tim Simpson, Pastor

Sandra DeHart, Reporter

LIBERTY (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings from Liberty FWB Church! Spring

has finally arrived; it’s a time of renewal with

springtime comes Easter a time where God sent

his only son to die for our sins so we can walk

in the newness of life.

God has been working in amazing ways these

past few months. Many exciting events hap

pened in February our church hosted a youth

rally, and one young man accepted the Lord as

his personal Savior. After years of praying God

blessed Brother Jason and Sister Jessica

Dickerson with a healthy baby girl. Lydia

Annalise was born on February 10th at 5:26 pm

weighing 7lbs 5oz 19 inches long. Brother

Lance Stillings (21 years old) answered the call

to preach and preached his first message on

February 12th. 

Please remember the family of Brother Dick

Carr in your prayers. Isn’t it a blessing that

when a Christian passes away, we have hope we

will see them again one day.  

Our church will be hosting a youth revival

March 1418th starting at 7 pm (nightly).

Brothers: Dillon Angle (17), Jake Copelin

(19), Luke Farmer (24), Nate Hess (20),

Avery Shorter (19), and Lance Stillings (21)

will be preaching.  

We will be having Easter Sunrise service start

ing at 6am and morning worship service at 11

am. There is always something exciting and

new happening here at Liberty just as our life

with Christ should be. We should never cease to

thank Him and praise Him for all that he does.

Until next time. 

Cecil Farmer, Pastor 

Chelsea Pomeroy, Reporter

SHELBY (NORTHERN OHIO)

King David once wrote, “Blessed is he whose
transgression is forgiven; whose sin is cov
ered.”  Everyday, we are showered with God’s

blessings in so many ways – none greater than

to know our sins are forgiven!   

Not much this month on the Shelby front,

except that the youth held a fundraiser to raise

money for the Northern Ohio Youth Camp com

ing up in the summer.   Also, there will be a

youth rally in April.  We are looking forward to

Easter and anticipate another big turnout for the

community Easter Egg Hunt.   Happy spring!

Matt Pond, Pastor

Heather Brown, Reporter

FAITH (SOUTH CENTRAL)

Greetings from Faith FWB Church! 

We are rejoicing!  We have had four saved

since our last report!  Praise God!  God is mov

ing!

We had a missionary from the Philippines,

Bro. Roderick Namata, preach for us during

the evening service of February 5th.  Please be

sure to keep his ministry in prayer as well as the

other Philippine missionaries we support.

Youth News!  We had a movie night on

Saturday, February 18th for high School/middle

school aged children.  We had a total of 24 in

attendance.  It was a good night of fellowship.  

We are planning a youth game night on

Saturday, March 18th.  Please pray as we work

together to unify and grow our youth ministry.

Action for Christ had their open enrollment on

Sunday, February 12th.  They currently have

nine AFC members.  They have been working

on a skit for Easter and getting prepared to per

form at our March community dinner we have

at the church. 

Please keep Sis. Ruby Vance in prayer.  She

recently had a fall that did some damage to her

shoulder.  She is currently at the Logan Health

Care Center for 24/7 care.  We pray for a speedy

recovery.

We are thankful for God’s blessings on our

church and in our lives.  We ask His blessings

on all of you.

In His service.

Tony Vanover, Pastor

Teresa Gibson, Reporter

GAHANNA (CORNERSTONE)

God is so good! He has blessed us with a very

mild winter. He knows just what we need and

when we need it.

First, we want to thank God for our Sister in

Christ, Ann Waller. She accepted Jesus as her

Savior and was baptized.

We are so sorry to report the passing of Sister

Pam Ennamorato, January 1, 2017. We will

miss her and her beautiful singing. Sister Pam

lost her husband, Brother Tony Ennamorato, in

2016.

Several men from Gahanna had the opportuni

ty to attend the Ohio Men’s Retreat, Jan. 19–

21st in Marengo. What a blessing to fellowship

with brothers from other churches across Ohio.

The church was blessed to have Bro. Edwin

Hayes in our morning worship service, Feb.

26th. Immediately following the morning serv

ice, the ladies auxiliary invited everyone to join

them in the fellowship hall for a bean dinner. 

We had several people in the church that have

been in the hospital for various reasons and

some are still recovering from surgical proce

dures. Please remember them in your prayers

for continued healing.

God bless all our sister churches.

Curtis Booth, Pastor

Bonnie Justice, Reporter

BLOOM (PINE CREEK)

We are thankful for the many men of God who

continue to preach His Word.  Pastor Kenny

Klaiber preached a recent message from

Jeremiah 20:7 "I Will Not Quit", and urged us to

never let the people and things of this world

keep us from doing what we know to be what is

good and never give up. Associate Pastor Allen

Harner, Youth Pastor Shawn Campbell and

Mike Allen bless us with great messages. 

We were blessed to spend an evening visiting

former pastor, Bro. Paul Oppy at River Bend.

Pray for him, as we know from the smile on his

face that he continues to love the Lord, and we

were all blessed as we sang together.  

We have had two go to their Heavenly Home;

Bro. Richard Foster, who so faithful to his Lord

and Sis. Bebe Yeley who had just turned 100

years old last year, and was a faithful longtime

member of our church.  They will  be missed. 

We congratulate Joe and Stephanie England

Thayer on their recent marriage.  Our church

family is growing with many new babies; the

Shaw family welcomed Avalyn to Tate &

Michaela, and Sawyer to Derec & Jacinda; The

Cole family blessed with Emerson to Brad &

Samantha and Kinsley to Kyle & Hannah; and

the Harner family welcomed Ellie Faith to Allen

& Emily. God bless our young families as their

little ones grow up loving Jesus!

Andy French was elected to another four year

term as trustee. Our youth, led by Ryan

Stockham continue to bless us with singing, and

our teachers and workers in jr. church who teach

the kids each Sunday are making sure they learn

the word. We appreciate all who are faithful.

The Bell and Chimers choirs led by Emily

Harner were a blessing during our Christmas

season.  

Today, and everyday, we pray for our sister

churches. Happy and healthy in this year!

Kenny Klaiber, Pastor

Diana Claxon Stonerock, Reporter
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Central Ohio
March 11 Franklin Conference Alternative Classes meeting at Hillview, Bill Hayes, Pastor

April 22 Ohio Women Active for Christ Women’s Day 9:15am2:30pm, Gahanna FWB

April 29 Cornerstone Conference 

May 6 Central Ohio Conference Meeting at Antioch Community, Jim Blankenship, Pastor

May 6 Trinity Conference meeting at North Woodbury, Rob Ratcliff, Pastor

May 20 Capital City Conference meeting at Canaan, Mike Gladson, Pastor

Northern Ohio
April 1 CuyahogaLorain Conference meeting at Mansfield, Mark Bailey, Pastor

April 15 Northeastern Conference meeting at Elm Street, Ronnie Conn, Pastor

May 20 Ohio Women Active for Christ Women’s Day 9:15am2:30pm, Canaan FWB

May 20 Great Lakes Conference 

May 20 Northern Ohio Conference meeting at Paradise, James Hill, Pastor

Southern Ohio
April 22 Jackson Conference meeting at Oak Hill, Allen Simpson, Pastor

May 6 Lawrence Conference meeting at TrinityWilgus, Chris Johnson, Pastor 

May 13 SouthCentral Conference meeting at McArthur, Jim Henderson, Pastor  

May 13 Pine Creek Conference meeting at Turkey Creek, David Sibole, Pastor

Western Ohio
April 1 North & Western Conference meeting at High Street, James Webb, Pastor

May 6 Little Miami Conference meeting at Fairborn, Stuart Snow, Pastor 
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SUMMIT STATION

Greetings in our Lord Jesus Christ from the

Summit Community FWB Church.

We hope this finds everyone in good health, and

may we all grow closer to our Savior in 2017.

We thank God for His saving grace.

This year has been a trying time for our little

church family and thank God for giving us

strength to make it through these times.

We had two precious brothers, Felliy Knight

and Fred Cartmell, go home to be with the Lord

in 2016 and we surely miss them.

Please pray for our church as we are in need of

a pastor, one that preaches the Gospel in spirit

and truth and willing to work to grow the

church and see souls saved.

We are looking forward to a new start this year

working in our neighborhood to get the word to

people that they need the Lord.

We need visiting preachers to fill in until the

Lord sends us the right pastor.  If you can help

call Deacon Harry L. Litton at 6149154474 to

set a date.

Please keep us in your prayers that the Lord

will send us the right man of God for our

church. Until next time, God bless.

Irene Litton, Reporter

SAINT LOUISVILLE

We greet you with the love of God.  We would

like to report that we are still working for the

Lord. We are having good services with special

singing and spiritual preaching. We also had

three come to the altar with one saved in a serv

ice and two souls at the altar in another service.

We’ve baptized four and have taken in one new

member.

We are having the Whitt Family singing on

March 26th in the morning service. Finally we

are announcing a revival April 1216th with Bill

Basiden and Dan Fox preaching. Pray for us.

Jerry Owens, Pastor

Ruth Kayser, Reporter

MOUNT STERLING (TRINITY)

We have been having some really good servic

es in Mt. Sterling.  We had a four night revival

ending Feb 1st, with Bro. John Meade from the

Southwest FWB Church.  The Holy Spirit

blessed and those in attendance were revived

and blessed.  There were some there who were

unsaved, but didn't make a move for the Lord.

Please remember them in prayer and ask God to

give them another chance in this life.

Bro. Hayes taught the Sunday School lesson

"Why I Am A Free Will Baptist" on Sunday

January 29th, and preached in the morning wor

ship service.  We always have a good time when

Brother Hayes is with us.

The week of March 19th Bro. Garrett Fitch

from southern Ohio will be preaching each

night as well as singing.  He is 18 years old and

is a real blessing.  He was with us  in November

and I'm still feasting on those meetings.  Please

come out to worship with us and see a young

many truly called of God to do His work.

On February 4th, our oldest deacon, Bro.

Okley Chapman, went to be with the Lord.  Bro.

Okley had been suffering from declining health

for quite a while.  He had lost his sight and was

not able to be in church services for a couple of

years.  Please remember his family, especially

his wife, Mettie, of over 60 years in prayer.

We are really proud of our youth group.  We

have approximately 21 kids who are active in

the group.  They meet each week and study

God's word.  They would be interested in get

ting together with other youth groups for Bible

Trivia Challenges.  If anyone would be interest

ed in accepting the challenge you can contact

sister Gerri Sigmon at 6144409704 to set it

up. May God bless you all.

Densil Wright, Pastor

Lois Wright, Reporter
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