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ave you ever heard a suggestion from a friend

who says, “Let’s go to church”, “Let’s go to the

conference”, “Let’s go to the state association” or

‘Let’s go to the national”.  We appreciate receiving

that invitation because this is something we want to

do and something we need to do.  We will receive

something by attending that is essential in our lives.

In this story we will find the suggestion from a shep

herd to his friends that night they go to Bethlehem.  It

is something they wanted to do and something they

needed to do.

That evening might have seemed to be just another

ordinary night for the shepherds of watching their

sheep. One more night of solitude and maybe even a

little boredom. But something happened that night

that changed everything!

Up in the moonlight sky their evening was interrupt

ed by an angel and the glory of the Lord surrounding

them. They were afraid! The angel let them know

what this was all about.  “Fear not: for behold, I bring
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this
shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”
Luke 2:1012

After hearing the angel’s message, they saw a host of

angels filling the sky with praise for the Lord.  What

a great night this was!

After the angels left, the shepherds no doubt were

wondering just what happened.  One of the shepherds

gave a momentous invitation to his coworkers, “Let
us now go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing
which is come to pass....” According to the Biblical

account, they didn’t waste time in going to see what

the angel was talking about.

Who Was Invited to Bethlehem?
It is interesting to me how the Lord values shepherds.

The patrich Jacob was a shepherd. A proud Moses

ended up being a shepherd. Israel’s greatest king

began as a shepherd.  Jesus is called “The Good

Shepherd” and He wanted His pastors to pattern their

ministries after shepherds.

What is it about shepherds that catches the Lord’s

eye?  Could it be the humble nature of the job? I have

never heard a parent bragg about their child being a

shepherd.  I have heard with pride, a parent say, my

child is a doctor, a lawyer, a businessman or an ath

lete, but I have never heard, I am proud of my child

as a shepherd!  The leadership provided by a shepherd

is exactly opposite of this world’s idea of what a

leader should be. Obviously this is a humble profes

sion that is greatly needed, but not really given many

accolades from the world.

Could it also be the solitude that a sheperd experi

ences? In this world, most professions keep us

extremely busy and occupied.  I am sure it was the

same in the time of Christ. In the many lonely hours

out there watching sheep, the shepherd  has  time  to 

think and listen.  David did much of his writing in the

Psalms while watching sheep. “When I consider the
heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the
stars, which thou has ordained; What is man, that
thou are mindful of him? and the son of man, that our
visitest him?  Psalms 8:34.  Doesn’t that sound like it

came from a man that had time to think?  Isn’t that

why Moses was taken to the back side of the desert

watching sheep so he would have time to listen to

God and to think?

What Did They Find in Bethlehem?
When they got to Bethlehem, they found joy. What a

joyous scene they found in the stable.  That newborn

infant brought joy to the city of Bethlehem, to the

shepherds and ultimately to the whole world.  This

story still brings great joy even today. 

When they arrived in Bethlehem they found hope.
The common man had little hope in those days.  The

Romans ruled and the Jewish religious leaders were

more concerned about their traditions than helping

the people.  But this night, hope was finally here,

because the baby Jesus’ coming gave the shepherds

hope for salvation!

When they came upon the stable they found peace.
What a peaceful scene this was;  Mary, Joseph and the

Baby Jesus in perfect quietness. With all the loud

activities going on in the world that night, the most

important was found in the quietness in the stable in

Bethlehem. The meek and lowly Jesus had come!

When they got to Bethlehem they found contentment.
What a scene of contentment they came to.  From the

world’s view, it looked liked a place of poverty.  The

stable, the manger, the animals and Mary and Joseph

looked like a poor sight.  But from heaven’s view it

was not a scene of poverty, but contentment. Mary

and Joseph were contented. The shepherds were con

tented.  This reminds us what it most important at

Christmas and in our daily lives.  Contentment is not

found in “things” but in Jesus!

What Did They Do When They Left

Bethlehem?
They made known the good news they had experi

enced that night. They wanted to let everyone know

what they had seen and heard. They had the privilege

of being the first to broadcast the greatest news the

world has ever known.

The shepherds glorified and praised God for the mes

sage and the great Gift they had received that night.

How natural it was to give worship and praise to God

who had blessed them to be able to see the Messiah,

God’s Son Jesus Christ!

I am glad that like the shepherds we have been all

invited to Bethlehem.  The invitation to come is for all

of us, no matter how low or high we are in life, what

happened at Bethlehem is for us.  I am also glad that

we will find the same joy, hope, peace and content

ment the shepherds found. These are God’s wonder

ful gifts to all who receive Him. We can also take part

in telling the good news of the coming of the Saviour

and to give Him the glory and praise He deserves. 

This Christmas, “Let us go to Bethlehem.”

Edwin Hayes
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Taking God For Granted

Have you ever been taken for granted? People just acted like you were

not there!  How did it make you feel? Ignored? Unappreciated? None

of us like to be taken for granted and we should be careful not to take

each other for granted.

But what about taking the Lord for granted? Acting though He were

not there? The Lord doesn’t want to be taken for granted either!

It is interesting to me that when the Apostle Paul listed the very vile sins of the Gentile

world in Romans 1, it all began with a seemingly insignificant sin of  men having a

lack of gratitude, just simply taking God for granted. Compared to the other sins listed

there, a shortage of thankfulness didn’t seem to be all that bad. But not acknowledging

God or being grateful to Him led them into all kinds of perversion, spiritual darkness

and rebellion! Taking God for granted is serious!

The Record of David Taking God For Granted
There is a story in the life of King David in II Samuel 6 that shows the seriousness of

taking God for granted. The Israelite just got the Ark of Covenant back from the

Philistines who had captured it in battle.  The Ark represented the very presence of

God.  The Ark was so powerful among the Philistines it created so much trouble that

they sent it back to Israel. David had a desire to take the Ark to his capital city of

Jerusalem, so he gathered his choicest soldiers, placed the Ark upon a new cart and

headed for Jerusalem with great fanfare and music.  While they travelled, the Ark was

jostled and one of David’s men Uzzah put his hand forth to steady the Ark and was

immediately struck dead by God! The festivities stopped and a day of joy was turned

into a day of mourning.

Why did this happen?  What was Uzzah’s sin?  Wasn’t he trying to do something good?

Why such a harsh punishment?  David wanted to know. The reason for this tragedy was

that Uzzah and David had taken God for granted.  They simply acted like He was not

there.  In effect, Ussah was saying that God didn’t mean what He said. The Lord had

given very specific instructions on how the Ark was to be transported.  There were rings

on the side of the ark and it was to be moved by the Levites placing poles in the rings

and hand carrying the Ark. (Numbers7) No one was to touch it!

This tells us that it is possible for Godly people with good intentions to commit this sin.

When we neglect God and forget about His presence, we can commit this sin today.

Several in the Bible committed this sin like Joshua at Ai, Sampson with Delilah and the

Ephesian Church forgetting their first love. What about America?  What about the mod

ern day church? Do we see signs of God being taken for granted? 

Do we allow the Lord to be simply become “common” to us? Do we ignore Him in our

daily activities and conversations?  What about our priorities, our plans and our time?

Do we take God seriously? Could God’s judgment fall upon us suddenly and severely

like it did on Uzzah?

The Remedy For David Taking God For Granted
After this judgment from God we see David with a new reverence and respect for God.

First of all, it caught David’s attention.  Just like Joshua’s defeat at Ai, God got the

attention of His leadership.  Secondly, it caused David to fear again.  God is so great,

so high and so holy we should fear taking Him lightly. Next, it caused David to stop in
his tracks. It is good sometime to stop and reevaluated what we are doing.  Finally, it

caused David to obey.  David remembered now that he must do God’s workGod’s

way!

The second attempt for David taking the Ark to Jerusalem would be done God’s way.

They discarded the new cart and got the Levites with the poles placed in the rings just

as God had prescribed. They took six steps and sacrificed!  Notice how careful they

were this time!  They were able to get all the way to Jerusalem with the Ark and they

were filled with joy.  They did it right this time.  Let’s not be guilty in this season of

giving thanks of taking our great God for granted. Let’s not allow Him to become

“common” to us. May we always hold Him in our highest regardin

our church, our daily lives and our nation!
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2017 State-Wide Ohio
Women Active for Christ

Retreat

The annual OWAC fall retreat was held October 1314 at the Holiday Inn in Mansfield,

Ohio.  There were 108 ladies in attendance, representing 14 churches.   Congratulations

to the following churches for taking home trophies this year: Lighthouse FWB Church

(Most First Time Attendees AND Most Present to Member Ratio), and Caanan FWB

(Most Ladies in Attendance).  

This year’s theme was “The Greatest Gift”.  We were blessed to have Izabella

McMillon from Samaritan’s purse/Operation Christmas Child with us this year.  We had

fun celebrating a little bit of Christmas in October!  Our music was led by Ohio’s own

women from Hillview FWB, Reynoldsburg FWB, and Westerville FWB.  They led us in

some Christmas carols and praise and worship songs in each service.

Izabella did an amazing job of sharing her story with us about growing up in communist

Romania, and about how she came to know the Lord through receiving a shoebox from

Operation Christmas Child as a young girl.  She captivated the audience, and had a truly

amazing and inspiring story.  She reminded us that God has given each of us a story, and

to be bold in sharing our stories.  She also encouraged us to be like the little maid in the

story of Naaman (2 Kings, Ch 5); to be forgiving.  The person we need to forgive may

need to hear about Jesus. The maid could have been bitter with Naaman about taking

her from her country and family, but instead she shared Jesus with him.  We also heard

from Luke 17:1119 about the ten healed of leprosy, and the one that came back to thank

Jesus.  Izabella challenged us to not get distracted, but to always keep our focus on the

Lord so we can hear “Thy faith hath made thee whole” as the one that came back to thank

Jesus heard.  What an awesome story God has given to Izabella.  If ever given the chance

to hear her speak, you don’t want to miss it.

After our prayer groups on Friday, we enjoyed a time of fellowship with building gin

gerbread houses, and an ugly Christmas sweater contest.  On Saturday, our service proj

ect consisted of a shoebox packing party.  The women of Ohio were able to put together

111 shoeboxes to donate through Operation Christmas Child.  We prayed specifically

over these boxes for the 111 children that would receive these boxes; that they may feel

the love of Christ, and come to know Him.  As we learned through Izabella’s story, God

knows exactly which box each child needs.  We wrapped things up with a Christmas

ornament exchange.  Each lady brought an ornament and attached their information on

the tag.  We will pray throughout the year for the woman whose name was on the orna

ment we received. 

We thank God for such a great retreat and for giving us the “Greatest Gift” ever

given…his son, Jesus Christ! It is always our prayer for women to leave the retreat feel

ing refreshed and closer to the Lord.  We hope you can join us for next year’s retreat.

Mark your calendars for October 1112, 2018.     



WAKEFIELD (PORTER)

Greetings to our brothers and sisters in Christ

and blessings for a lovely fall. This reporter

likes the warm weather and likes the snow, but

dreads the cold weather. 

The Lord has blessed us with some good serv

ices, good messages and good fellowship. In

Sept. Judy Blevins had another grandson born

and about a week later this reporter had a new

great granddaughter born; an answer to many

prayers after a high risk pregnancy. 

Our pastor has a very enjoyable annual fishing

trip at a Kentucky lake with some of the men in

his family. His desire is to be a “fisher of men”

and see his loved ones and others caught for the

Lord. We had our homecoming Sept. 24th with

a good crowd. The Swauger Valley Quartet

sang and Bro. Bob Holbrook preached. 

It was good to have Xavier Blevins visiting us

from Maryland. Bro. Frank and Sis. Mary

Blevins daughter, Ashley and her fiance had a

pretty outdoor wedding Oct. 27th. The bride

looked lovely. We pray that they will have a

very happy, long wedded life together; most of

all that they will both surrender to the Lord and

have a Christian home. 

Sister Sharon, a diabetic, had a very serious

time recently and had to be taken to the hospital

by squad but is home now. She still has many

health issues and needs prayer. 

We had Old Fashioned Day Oct. 29th and sur

prised Bro. Lowell the same day with Pastor

Appreciation. He was pleasantly surprised to

see some of his visiting family there. Two of his

nieces, his brother and Emma Stevens sang

beautifully and Bro. Roy Chaffins preached a

very good sermon. 

Until next time let’s keep on keeping on.

Heaven will be worth it all when we see Jesus

face to face.

Lowell King, Pastor

Barb Conley, Reporter

HAMILTON GLADES (PORTER)

Happy fall from the Hamilton Glades Church!

We’ve been a busy little church for this report

ing period. 

Our pastor preached a tremendous message in

Sept. titled “The Monkey Trap” from James 1.

The morning of Oct. 1st Bro. Shawn Campbell

brought the message.  October 8th was our Old

Fashioned service. 

After a few years hiatus our youth are once

again involved in the Bible Quiz youth rallies.

The first rally of the season was held Oct. 9th.

Our kids did great; bringing home the atten

dance banner, faithful attendance banner, a tro

phy in quizzing and a sword in sword drills.

More importantly getting the kids into the word

of God and the word of God into the kids! 

On Oct. 14th we had trunk or treat for our kids.

On Oct. 15th the wonderful congregation rec

ognized Pastor Jim for Pastor Appreciation.

They presented him with a beautiful Dake Bible

and gift cards. Our pastor was out of town one

weekend in October and had some illness. We

appreciate preachers Ron Parker, Bill Walk

and Justin Walk for filling the pulpit.

We have made several constructional improve

ments recently. We added a connected picnic

shelter and had our Sunday School rooms

remodeled with new walls, paint and carpet.

Everything looks wonderful. We had a Sunday

school picnic on Oct. 29th. The weather was

chilly but the fellowship was warm.  

With the upcoming holidays we have several

future events planned if the Lord doesn’t come

back first!  Warmest greetings from the little

white church in the cornfield.

Jim Dummitt, Pastor

Jenny Dummitt, Reporter

BUCYRUS (NORTHERN OHIO)

Greetings from the Bucyrus FWB Church

family.  Our church has been enjoying the sweet

services we have had the last couple of months. 

People were using the altar for healing,

strength, courage for the battle and salvation.

God is so good. No, God is great!

We are thankful for all our ministers and visit

ing ministers: Rick Pelfrey, Herman Copley,

Paul Parsons, Clarence Mullins, and Leroy

Dodrill.

We had an awesome homecoming on

September 17th with great food, natural and

spiritual. 

We had a Pastor Appreciation service in

October. A special thanks to our pastor Lyle

Arnett and assistant, Justin Feight. The sweet

Spirit was in the house. Our church is truly

blessed to have them. 

Until next time keep us all in your prayers.

Lyle Arnett, Pastor

Phyllis Morgan, Reporter

FIRST CHILLICOTHE

(SOUTH CENTRAL)

Hello again from First FWB Church.  I have

the great pleasure of being able share all the

great things our church has been doing.

On a beautiful Saturday in October our church

held a Family Day for our church and our com

munity.  We rented inflatables, had face paint

ing, games, snow cones and a fire pit to cook

hot dogs on.  We had a great turnout with an

estimated 150200 people showing up.  It was a

lot of fun. Thank you to those that volunteered;

you make days like these possible.

Our church also had a revival.  David Stiffler

sang two nights for us and Leslie Allen and the

Peacemakers, sang the last two nights of the

revival.  These men and woman are beautiful

singers and the spirt was definitely felt.  

We had the great privilege of having Chris

Oiler preach for us every night.  His messages

were very powerful and inspiring.  Thank you,

Chris, for being such a blessing.  Once the

revival was over, I couldn’t help but feel the

way the contemporary artist, Toby Mac, feels

when he sings: “I am revived again, I am alive

again.”

The Sunday evening, after the week of our

revival, we had the privilege of welcoming a

group from Texas. They sang for us and shared

their ministry.  That ministry is called Rig

Ministries.  They explained how they are reach

ing truck drivers and others through their CD

ministry. We are thankful for what they are

doing and will continue to pray for that min

istry.

Our church looks forward to the upcoming

holidays and would like to wish everyone a

Happy Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas.

Mitch Salyers, Pastor

Shana McGoye, Reporter

LIGHTHOUSE  (TRISTATE)

Greetings to all my fellow Free Will Baptists.

It is a pleasure to write this report and we are

praising God as always. 

This September we remembered all of the

grandparents in our church. We are so blessed to

have them in our lives.

Bro. Joe Parker and Sis. Mona Parker hosted

our church picnic at their house. We had a great

turnout and the food was great as always. They

have hosted us the past few years and they have

a beautiful place.

Bro. Bobby and Sis. Susan treated our church

to dinner at Butler State Park. They do this

every year and it is a great time of fellowship.

In October we had our homecoming and as

usual the food was great. Bro. Hayes  paid us a

visit in October and preached a great sermon. It

is always a pleasure to have him at our church.

Our harvest party was this month and the chil

dren and the adults had a great time. 

The most impor

tant thing that hap

pened was the sal

vation of one of

our young people,

Ethan Mills. He

accepted Christ as

his Savior and his

father, Chad Mills

one of our dea

cons, had the great

honor of baptizing

him. God is good,

all the time.

The ladies auxillary served dinner to the local

police and fire dept. Nov. 4th to show our appre

ciation for all they do.

Bobby Courtney, Pastor

Nancy Reiber, Reporter
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Akron Ken Frisbee Passed Away

Ron Bauman has been elected pastor

Bethlehem Without Pastor

Blackfork Without Pastor

Eifort                           Without Pastor

Newark Matt Bryant Resigned

Redeemer Mike Baldwin

Summit Station Without Pastor

Union Zack Conkel

Wellington Jeff Isaacs Resigned

Zion #3 Without Pastor

Pastor
Changes

Church
News

Travis McKenzie, Ohio Home

Missionary to Ashland, Ohio

God is using His compassion to reach Ashland.

There has been a lot going on with Compassion FWB Church

since I last wrote to you. We have launched into weekly services.

We have moved into our new facility located at 522 Ashland

Avenue here in Ashland, but the greatest news is that God is sav

ing souls! It all started with a woman who I meet at the Post

Office. She is a clerk there, and over the last year and a half we

have struckup a friendship. She would see me mailing something with our church name and

logo on the package. This caused her to begin inquiring about Compassion church. One day she

asked me to step aside because she needed to speak with me. She then asked me to pray for her

adult son who was battling with addiction. I had prayer with her there in the Post Office lobby

and assured her that I would continue to pray for her son. The following Sunday she showed up

for service with her Motherinlaw. After service she told me that her son was in the hospital for

addiction recovery and she wanted me to pray for him. I asked her where he was and if I could

visit with him. This made her very happy, so I told her I would let her know how my visit went.

The following day, I went to make the visit and after a few minutes of small talk the young man

began asking me some very pointed questions about God, faith and how can someone be sure

they will go to heaven when they die? I eagerly shared with him the gospel of Jesus Christ and

His unfailing love. After a short conversation he accepted Christ and I am happy to report that

he is growing in his faith and his addiction recovery is going well!

A few weeks later, our church participated in the annual abortion awareness walk here in

Ashland. I was walking next to my friend from the Post Office and I was asking her how her

son was doing with his recovery. She was very excited to tell me how much he was enjoying

the Bible I had sent him, and he was involved with a Bible study and reading his Bible every

day. I told her that reading his Bible and finding encouragement from other Christians will be

crucial in helping him break the chain of addiction. I then began asking about her relationship

with the Lord. She told me she had attended a church in a neighboring community for a short

time, but had not been there in quite a while.  I then asked her if she had ever asked Jesus into

her heart as Savior and she acknowledged she hadn’t. With that information, I asked if I could

share with her the gospel of Jesus and how he loved us too much to allow us to die and go to

Hell. She told me she had never heard anything like that before, but she wanted to know more

about the Lord. As I concluded sharing the gospel with her, she turned to me and said, “some

body would have to be stupid to turn down a deal like that!” I agreed, and asked her if she

would like to ask Jesus into her life, she quickly responded, yes. So right there along the side

walk on Claremont Avenue in Ashland I was privileged to lead her to Christ. She has been

faithful to church every Sunday since and is wanting to be baptized when her son finishes his

rehabilitation, so they can be baptized together!

This just goes to show you, that you never know how God is going to use you. Or even where

He’s going to use you. I think we would all do well to remember that we serve a compassionate

Savior, who is seeking whosoever will to come to His saving grace. God is using His compas

sion to reach souls in Ashland, Ohio.

In Christ’s service,

Travis McKenzie



Hattie Litteral, 84, of

Westerville, passed

away Tuesday,

September 5th. Hattie

was born January 1,

1933, to Earl and Grace

(Baldridge) Litteral.

Hattie will be deeply

missed by; nieces Linda

(Rev. Edwin) Hayes,

Lisa (Don) Chadwick; greatnieces Julie, Holly,

Krysten; greatnephew Rev. Kyle Chadwick;

brother Rev. Henry Litteral. 

Along with her parents, Hattie was preceded in

death by her brothers James Earl, Charles

Earnest; sisters Eunice Mae, Ann Louise.

Graveside services were held September 9th at

Blendon Central Cemetery with Rev. Edwin

Hayes officiating. Burial was at Blendon

Central Cemetery. 

Sylvia D. Brown, age

81 of Hillsboro died

August 26, 2017 at the

Miami Valley Hospital.

She was born July 26,

1936 in Marion, North

Carolina the daughter of

the late Jasper and

Katherine Young Hall.

Mrs. Brown had worked for many years for

companies such as; Pants Factory, Robert Shaw

Company, and Dairy Queen all in Hillsboro.

She subsequently retired from Bundy Tubing

based in Washington Court House at the age of

62.  After being a member of Samantha FWB

Church for over thirty years, her and her hus

band spent their last days as members of the

Southside Praise and Worship Center. She is

survived by one son, Mike (Dee) Brown of

Hillsboro, three daughters, Loraine (Bill) Crank

of Mansfield, Leona (Mike) Anders and Angie

Brown of Hillsboro, eleven grandchildren,

twentysix great grandchildren, two great great

grandchildren, one sister, Delta Curry of

Columbus and one brother, Melbourne (Pat)

Hall of Hillsboro. In addition to her parents, she

was preceded in death by her husband of 64 and

a half years, Harold Dean Brown on March 5,

2016, three sisters, Carnette Westmoreland,

Margaret West, Kathy Victor and four brothers,

J. C. , Hughlin, Bruce and Ralph Hall. 

Services were held August 29th at the

Southside Praise and Worship Center,  Pastor

Dr. Michael Brown and soninlaw, Dr. Bill

Crank will officiate with special thoughts by

Rev. Wiley Perkins.  

Arnold R. Beverly, age 80, of Galena, OH,

passed away at home surrounded by family

September 7th. He worked as a machinist,

builder and contractor. Arnold loved agricul

ture, farming and gardening as well as being an

avid collector. He is survived by his wife, Jane;

children, Fred (Sherri), Mark (Ginger), Mindy

(Scott) Colburn and Jackie (Joel) Gebbie;

grandchildren, Taylor, Mason, J.D., Matthew,

Luke, Melissa and Angela; sisters, Nadine

Farmer and Kathleen Cruise; brother, Edmond

Beverly; special friend, Rev. Bill Hayes; special

buddies, Levi and Judah; many nieces and

nephews. Preceded in death by first wife,

Rhonda Beverly; son Timothy; brothers, Kilby

Davis (Deacon at Westerville FWB) and Frank

Beverly (Deacon at Columbus First.) 

His service was held Sept. 11th in Westerville

with Rev. Bill Hayes officiating. 

William M. Meadows

age 76, passed away

September 15th. Beloved

husband of Velma Lee

(nee Walker); loving

father of Michele Chebib

(George); cherished

grandfather of Anthony

and Adriana; dearest

brother of Robert H.

(deceased), Joseph M. (Alva), Joan Harris

(Ray), Lena Mae Hamilton (Rick) and Kristina

Nelson (Wayne); uncle, great uncle and friend

of many. Deacon with Cleveland FWB Church

for over 50 years. 

His funeral Service was held at Cleveland

FWB Church, September 20th. 

Julia Mae “Judy”

(Conley) Skaggs, age

93, of Reynoldsburg,

went home to be with

Jesus, October 8th. She

was a member of

W o n d e r l a n d

Community Church for

68 years, a volunteer

for 30 plus years at Mt. Carmel East Hospital,

and a member of the Reynoldsburg Civitan

Club. She is preceded in death by her parents

Leander David Conley and Laura Jane (Lyons)

Conley, of Lomansville, KY, and 4 sisters and 3

brothers. Judy is survived by her faithful hus

band of 72 years, Ish; son Gene (Sue) Skaggs;

daughter Brenda (Paul) Blythe; grandchildren

Parnelli Skaggs, Mario Skaggs, Jeremy

(Deanna) Blythe, Justin Blythe, Jim (Mailyn)

Van Sickle, and Mindy Keys; 10 greatgrand

children;  one greatgreatgrandson. 

Her service was held at Heritage FWB Church,

where Pastors Paul Elswick, Tim Stout, and

Freddy Dutton officiated. 

Bernice T. Collins

Adkins, age 82 of Clyde,

passed away October 12th

at Heritage Village of

Clyde. She was born in

Bonny Blue, Virginia on

September 27, 1935 the

daughter of the late Oscar

(Boss) Monday and Louise (Golden) Monday.

Bernice attended High School at Flatwoods

H.S. in Jonesville, Va. She lived in Clyde for 65

years, and was a member of the First FWB

Church. She was happiest when surrounded by

her family. She is survived by her son, Floyd

(Kim) Collins of Clyde; daughter, Vicki (Mike)

Lawrence of Clyde; two sisters: Glenda Miracle

and Vada Gross; eight grandchildren: Dustin

Collins, Christopher Collins, Melissa (Collins)

Hawblitz, Kim Lawrence, Quinn Lawrence,

Angie Collins, Jay Collins, and Lisa (Collins)

Zenner; and eleven greatgrandchildren. In

addition to her parents, Bernice is preceded in

death by her son James Collins, and husbands:

Floyd Collins, John Peters, and Joe Adkins.

Her funeral service was held on October 17, at

First FWB Church. Burial will follow at

McPherson Cemetery

Pastor Kenneth Lee

Frisbee Sr., faithfully

served the Lord Jesus

Christ from age 19

until his passing at 88

on October 21, 2017.

He was born in

Marion, NC on

December 25, 1928 to

parents, Roy and Mae

(Maney) Frisbee. 

He is survived by his loving family: wife,

Betty; sons, Kenneth Lee Frisbee Jr. (Nancy) of

Marion, NC and Dennis Wayne Frisbee (Lois)

of Brimfield, OH; brothers, Cecil, Bruce, and

Bobby; sisters, Ruby (deceased), Ruth, Betty

Jo, and Sandra; seven grandchildren, Kenny III

(Laura) and Todd (Lesley) of California, Megan

and John of Marion, NC, Sheila (David) of

Green, Roy (Kerri) and David (Kelly) of

Tallmadge; and fourteen greatgrandchildren;

He also leaves his church family which he pas

tored for 57 years, friends who fondly remem

ber his love and concern for them all. 

He held several positions in the FWB

Denomination including Moderator of the Ohio

Association of Free Will Baptists. He also

helped found the Ohio Men’s Retreat.

His service was held Oct 25th at the Akron

FWB, with Rev. Ron Bauman officiating.

William Beitel, 55, of

Massillon, passed away

October 14th. He was born

in Massillon, Dec. 24,

1961, to William and

Mardella (Feller) Beitel.

Bill was a 1981 graduate

of Massillon Washington

HS. He was an avid fan

and a lifelong season ticket holder for the

Tigers. Bill enjoyed spending time with his

family. 

He is preceded in death by his father, William

Russell Beitel; and sister in law, Marsha Beitel.

Bill is survived by his children: William

Christopher (Sieara) Beitel and Nicole Rae

(Aric) Smith;  three grandchildren,  mother,

Mardella Beitel; brothers: Richard (Lori),

Donald, and Jeffrey (Janice) Beitel; mother of

his children, Michelle R. Bing, and four nieces. 

Teddy Louise Ryan, 66,

of East Liverpool, passed

away peacefully Sept.

25th, at Old Orchard

Manor Care in Easton,

PA. Born Dec. 16, 1950,

in E Liverpool, Teddy

was the daughter of the

late Robert K. Heaton and

Mary Boyd Heaton. She

had been employed at Holton's Flower Shop,

Warren Hospital, and finished her career as a

nurse with Calcutta Health Care in Calcutta,

OH. She was a member of the VFW Ladies

Auxiliary in Midland, PA, and was, at one time,

active with the Lopatcong Emergency Squad in

NJ. Teddy is survived by her children, Shane

Bartholomew and husband Walter of Forks

Township, PA, and Michael P. Ryan and wife

Kathleen of Medina, OH. She is survived by

five grandchildren. She is also survived by sis

ters, Bobby Kay Campbell and Mary Elizabeth

Unangst, both of East Stroudsburg, PA, as well

as brothers, Jerry G. Heaton of Stafford, VA, and

John S. Heaton of Palmer Township, PA. In

addition to her parents, Teddy was also prede

ceased by a brother, Joe Heaton. Teddy was a

bright and shining star who went above and

beyond to be a source of comfort and strength to

all who needed. Her life was dedicated selfless

ly to others which gave her such joy. She was a

friend to all and a true inspiration who will be

greatly missed. 

Her funeral service was held Sept. 29th in PA. 

Alice A. Fisk  82, of Massillon, passed away

quietly, Sept. 12, 2017. Born in Pleasant City,

Ohio, Alice was a homemaker and most recent

ly a member of  United FWB Church. She is

preceded in death by her parents; her husband,

Paul Fisk; two greatgrandchildren; and four

siblings. Survivors include her two children;

nine grandchildren; and several greatgrandchil

dren; two sisters; and several nieces and

nephews.

Louie T. Lambert Sr.,

91, of Mansfield was

reunited with his bride of

70 years Oct. 20th. He was

born April 27, 1926, in

Smokey Valley, Kentucky,

to the late Charles Walter

Lambert and Emma

(Lawhorn) Lambert. Louie

was a veteran of WWII,

serving in the U.S. Army Air Corps, 44th

Infantry Division from 19421945. He was a

member of Dean Road FWB Church for 50

years and was the oldest deacon in the confer

ence, ordained in 1974. Louie also served as a

Sunday school teacher. He retired from Empire

Detroit Steel Mill.  He enjoyed passing out

candy, feeding the birds and watching airplanes.

In his free time, he enjoyed hunting and fishing

and was most happy when he was traveling.

He is survived by five children, Louie (Sue)

Lambert Jr., Linda Meenach, Charles (Freda)

Lambert, Mike (Barb) Lambert and Cheryl

(Doug) George; 14 grandchildren, twentyseven

greatgrandchildren; and eight greatgreat

grandchildren. Louie is preceded in death by his

loving wife, Reba Smith Lambert; parents; and

brother, James Lambert.

His funeral was held in Mansfield Oct 26th

with Rev. Clifford Earl Tackett officiating.
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Condolences

Attention: Ambassador Reporters

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE!
The deadline for the January-

February Issue will be 
Noon, January  1st

Continued on Next Page



Arnold Daniel Strausbaugh, age 93, of

Urbana and formerly of St. Paris, OH, passed

away Oct. 22nd in Mercy McAuley Center,

Urbana. Born on October 12, 1924 in Rudolph,

Ohio, Arnold was a son of the late F. Elman and

Hattie G (Reiter) Strausbaugh. He married R.

Irene Hamrick on February 14, 1953 and she

preceded him in death on April 27, 2000. 

Arnold is survived by two children, John

Strausbaugh and Mary (David) Dennehy, both

of Urbana, four grandchildren, Matthew Weber

of San Francisco, CA, Chris (Sondra) Weber of

Lee's Summit, MO, Cathy (Jay) Works of

Frisco, Texas and Amy (John) Bates, also of

Frisco, Texas, and eight greatgrandchildren

Several nieces, nephews and extended family

members also survive him. In addition to his

wife and parents, his daughter, R. Kaye

Littlejohn, five brothers, Bob, Leo, Leroy, Bill

and George Strausbaugh, and one sister, Ida

Schuff, preceded him in death. Arnold was a

member of the Faith Fellowship FWB in

Urbana. He served his country during WWII in

the Army. He was formerly employed as a bus

aide at Lawnview School in Urbana. 

Bernice G. (nee Schmidt)

EckartLowe of Goshen

TWP, OH. Born on

January 10, 1919 in

Cincinnati, OH. Went

home to be with the Lord

on September 23rd at the

age of 98. 

Beloved wife of the late

Hoyt Lowe and Leslie H.

Eckart. Loving mother of

Roy (Shirley) Eckart, Richard Eckart, Larry

(Joy) Eckart and the late Carol Ferguson, Terry

Eckart and Donna Jones. Proud grandmother of

15 grandchildren, numerous greatgrandchil

dren and numerous greatgreat grandchildren.

Dear sister of three late brothers. Cherished

daughter of the late George and Adelene (nee

Moulvaney) Schmidt. Also survived by numer

ous nieces, nephews and many dear friends. She

was a member of the Beech Grove FWB

Church.

Her service was held September 28th, with

Pastor Joe Pinkerton ministering the service.

CLEVELAND (CUYAHOGA LORAIN)

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain: for the former things are passed
away.” Rev 21:4

It is with a heavy heart that we say our con

gregation has lost two faithful servants of God

of over 50 years. On September 15th Deacon

Williams Meadows went home to be with the

LORD. It was by much surprise to us, but not to

our God. Please keep his wife, Sister Velma

Meadows, uplifted in prayer during this most

difficult time. 

On October 8th Brother Ralph Payne went to

be with the LORD. His battle with sickness is

over here on this earth. Please keep his family

in your prayers. Both gentlemen are loved and

sorely missed.

Brother Ken Schaefer from The Gideon’s was

with us on September 24th sharing about their

ministry for the LORD. Rev. Freddie Ray

came to sing and bring us the word of God on

October 11th during our Wednesday evening

prayer meeting. Sunday, October 22nd, we had

a Krispy Kreme fellowship in honor of our pas

tor for Pastor Appreciation. 

During our Sunday school winter quarter,

beginning December 3rd, we will be having a

Sunday School Enrollment Campaign. Please

pray for our ministry that we will continue to do

as God leads us.

Robert L. Prichard, Pastor

Kimberly R. Young, Reporter
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The following singers and singing
groups are available to come and sing

in your church for revivals or 
special services.

Baldwin Family Bluegrass Singers, Rosedale,  Call Chuck Baldwin  (937) 926-
3177    Baldwin777@roadrunner.com
Bobby Siders, Columbus, (Southern Gospel) (614) 778-9250
Born Again Gospel Singers, Harry or Irene Litton (740) 927-5319
Covered By Love, South Webster, Call Rhonda Smith 740/961-3412 or
740/961-3413  Website: www.coveredbyloveonline.com
Cross Pointe Trio, Lancaster, Call Bill Pitts (740) 438-7750 wpitts@colum-
bus.rr.com Website: www.crosspointetrio.com
David Giddens, Marysville, (937) 642-2121   jgiddens@urec.net
Day 3, Scott & Sheri Noel (740) 574-6635  sdnoel07@yahoo.com
Enabling Grace, Woodstock, (Country and Bluegrass Gospel) (937) 717-8783
Faith Gospel & Contemporary Christian Music, Sidney, Call Pam Moorman
(937) 492-1059  ladypam@bright.net
Faith in Action, Marion, Call Marjorie Abrams at (740) 383-5405 or Pleasant
Hill FWB, (740) 363-5295  Attention: Marjorie Abrams or Bob Chaffin or
email songlady_99@yahoo.com
God's Ambassadors, Gahanna,  Call Judy Spires (614) 475-4689
Gospel Ambassadors, Rittman, Call Greg Marcum (330) 927-9057 
Ethan Hutchinson, Somerset, (740) 892-4001 
www.ethanhutchinsonofficial.com/fr_home.cfm
Jerry Branscomb, Chillicothe, (740) 637-1228
Justifyed, Lancaster, 43130 (614) 271-4599 robertk14@mail.com
Facebook under group name .. Justifyed
Just Forgiven Singing Ministries, Dayton, (Southern Gospel) (937) 280-3840
or (614) 309-2512
Headed Home-Singing For The Lord, Oak Hill, Call Jim Evans (740) 682-
6109 or Robert Gamble (740) 682-0042
Lord Willing, Wellston, (740) 418-9992, lovdaisynewf@gmail.com
Mike Blanton & Evidence, Grove City, (614) 871-2795
Mike Kisling, Hillsboro, (937) 393-2084
Nina Nash, Leesburg, (Southern Gospel Sound Tracks) (937) 780-6865
gnash2@cinci.rr.com
Ounce of  Hope, Delaware, (Southern Gospel) (740) 363-4576
Paul James Sound, Columbus, (614) 668-8916  paul@pauljamessound.com
Website: www.pauljamessound.com
Ruth Hammond, Grove City, (614) 440-0694  ruthandkevin77@gmail.com
Rob Goodman, Newark, (740) 345-3233
Rowena and George Walker, Dayton, (937) 258-8317
Searching Lights, Galloway,  (614) 878-6784
Stacy Edwards, Hilliard, (614) 604-4126, (614) 319-4399
stacy@stacyedwards.com Website:  www.stacyedwards.com
Steve Russell, Marengo, (740) 972-6729  steverussell@muscian.net
Steve Fyffe, Xenia, (937) 374-9032  stv4314@aol.com
Sword Family, Middleburg Heights, (440) 747-7436.
Terry Collins & Victory, Hillsboro,  (937) 840-9808
The Castle/Maxwell Project, Grove City, Call Dan Castle 614/746-4982 or
email castle.maxwell.project@gmail.com
The Blankenship Family, Mount Sterling, (740) 869-2423 
The Family of  God, Logan, Call Steve E. Goss (740) 603-1583
The Hambys, Dublin, (Southern Gospel) (614) 873-1215
The Spiritual Echoes, Circleville, Call Rick Moore  (614) 595- 9776 or Delores
Moore (614) 491-9502
Violet Maynard, Columbus, (614) 759-7486  violet@violetmaynard.com
Undivided, Grove City, Call Mike or Sheri France (614) 352-3368
Undivided96@aol.com

If  you would like your group to be included, please send me your group
name, what local FWB Church you are a member of, your address, and

phone number.  I will add you the list in the next issue of  the Ambassador. 
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YET 2018 Roster Announcement

Congratulations to the 2018 Youth Evangelistic Team!

Abby Myers – Flat Rock, MI

Krista Lindsay – Red Bay, AL

Nathanial Mattingly – Pikeville, KY

Mason McClintock – Alma, GA

Anna Pinson – Gallatin, TN

Meredith Baer – Gastonia, NC

Layla England – Pikeville, KY

Kyle Wallace – Dover, TN

Elisa Seabolt – Barling, AR

Helen Shtefan – Brandon, FL

Samuel Rodriguez – Miami, FL

Collin Long – Valles Mines, MO

Noah Ward – Greenwood, AR

BuckAWeek Offering Hits New High

Vertical Three attendees were asked this year to give back during the Tuesday

evening BuckAWeek offering. This year proved to be recordsetting as over

$11,600 was collected to benefit both Rufo and Maria Gomez, North American

missionaries in Kentucky, and David and Myriam Reeves, missionaries in France.

Banks and an online giving options are available at (www.verticalthree.com) to pro

vide those deeply concerned about FWB Missions the opportunity to support through

financial giving. The 2018 BuckAWeek offering will help support Josh and Ashley

Bennett, missionaries to Tifton, GA, and Anthony and Lea Edgmon, missionaries

to Alpedrete, Spain. BuckAWeek and Vertical Three are ministries of Randall

House Publications.

Visit us on the web

www.OhioFWB.org
or our Facebook Page



WESTERVILLE (FRANKLIN)

Greetings from Westerville.

Well, all our children are back in school, vaca

tions are over and our children’s programs are

in full swing. Our Pioneer Clubs are learning

about Jesus and doing some crafts.

We hosted the Franklin Conf. Revival Sept.

1013th with Missionary Tyler Penn preaching.

The Franklin Conf. Youth Conf. had a tailgate

party on Sept. 16th.

The Master’s Men had their annual car show

Sept. 17th. Refreshment were available and we

had a good attendance. Trophies were awarded.

We had our homecoming Oct. 8th celebrating

58 years for our church. Rev. Bill Pitts brought

an astounding message. Thank you Bro. Pitts!

We enjoyed a great dinner afterwards.

We sponsored a “Go Global Workshop”

Saturday, Sept. 30th with missionaries, the

Gibbs and the Outlaws. They returned on

Sunday in the AM service to share with us their

lives on the mission field. It was very interest

ing!

Several ladies attended the OWAC Retreat in

October. What a wonderful time and a big thank

you to the leaders of OWAC for planning so

many activities in two days! Also, congratula

tions to the ladies from the Conneaut Church.

This was their first time attending and they had

the most women in attendance. The speaker was

Isabela McMillion and she did a marvelous

job!

Our WWAC sponsored our first Christmas

bazaar Oct. 28th and it was a success! A good

time for a chance to witness to those about our

great God and inviting folks to our services.

Isn’t the Lord good! We also served lunch.

I hope everyone is enjoying the fall and the

beautiful colors. All because of our great

Creator.  May God bless you.

Paul Etterling, Pastor

Grace McKinster, Reporter

PORTER (PORTER)

Autumn has arrived at Porter FWB Church

and we welcome it with open arms! 

We began September with our annual home

coming service. This year we celebrated our

200th anniversary! Our Sunday school lesson

was brought to us by Edwin Hayes, the

Executive Secretary of the Ohio State

Association of FWB and our guest speaker for

the morning worship service was Keith

Burden, who serves as Executive Secretary of

the National Association of FWB. Both speak

ers did an excellent job and we are grateful that

they chose to spend the day with us. We also

had a great afternoon service led by Neil

Gilliland filled with worship, reflection, and

singing. It was a real blessing to celebrate 200

years of God’s faithfulness to the Porter Church

family.

In October, we had Tyler and Kellie Penn and

their children from Champaign, IL. They are

missionaries ministering to the international

student population at the University of Illinois.

They have the ability to touch the lives of inter

national students who may have never heard

about Jesus and might only be in our country

for a few short years before returning home.

We hosted Porter Community Day in October

that included inflatables and games as well as a

cruise in. The day ended with the annual bean

dinner and craft sale hosted by our Women

Active for Christ. The group was able to raise

over $8,000 to support their chosen missions

projects. We were given a beautiful day with

perfect weather to host this event for our com

munity!

Mark Price, Pastor

Tehra Clevenger, Reporter

CENTERBURG (CAPITAL CITY)

We want to thank the Lord for letting us see

the completion of His church!  We will be hav

ing our dedication service on November 19th,

during the morning service.  Trae and Whitney

will be our guest singers. 

There were four souls saved during the Youth

Camp Rally!  Thank you Lord!  We need to lift

our youth up in prayer.  They have it much hard

er in this world that we live in.  Temptation on

every side along with peer pressure.

We had our annual yard sale, Trunk or Treat

and Chili Cook Off in October, with a large

turnout.  Our prayer is that whatever event we

have, that the love of God will be shown to our

community.  

The Lord has put it upon the heart of Sister

Billy Salisbury, to start the “Love Thy Neighbor

Necessity Storehouse”.  It is a place where those

who are in need can come to get toiletry and

personal items. Another place to show the love

of God and to witness to the lost.

Our youth service was October 29th.  Emma

Hutchinson ministered to us in song during the

morning and evening services. How the Lord

has blessed this 14 year old young lady! Micah

Tuggle preached in the evening service, “Enoch

walked with God”. Such a great message!

Happy Thanksgiving and a very Merry

CHRISTmas to all!

Until next time, if the Lord should tarry.

Mark Tuggle, Pastor

Sandy McDowell, Reporter

SCIOTODALE (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Sciotodale! We will soon say

goodbye to autumn as the leaves fall from their

trees, and say hello to winter!

We are excited that we have kicked off our

Power Prayer Partner Ministry for the 2017

2018 school year. 

Sciotodale’s homecoming and revival was

Sept. 1013th with preaching by Rev. David

Crowe and Sunday School was taught by Rev.

Dan Widdig.  Special singing by Covered by

Love in the AM service and Kyle & Brittany

Shaeffer in the PM service on homecoming

day.  We had a wonderful time of fellowship and

a great meal following the morning worship.

During the revival we were also blessed by

singing from Chad Benner, Chris Oiler and

the Swauger Valley Quartet.

The church was able to attend Dave Ramsey’s

Financial Peace University on beginning Sept

21st, coordinated by Shawn Davis.  

Our annual church picnic was on Oct 8th at

Lake Vesuvious.  Even though it rained, we had

a great turnout for lunch, hiking, and a devotion

given by John Hemmings. He gave us a survival

kit for Christians. 

We honored our pastor and family on this spe

cial day with cards and gifts in appreciation for

serving the Lord with us for nearly 16 years. 

We are blessed to be a drop off station for a

sleeping bag/coat drive for the homeless in our

area, coordinated by Bill O’Bryan.

Our upcoming events include Operation

Christmas Child coordinated by Debbie Nash,

Mission North America Home Missions

Offering, and our Ohio Men’s Retreat signups.

We have started practicing for our Christmas

musical (Christmas Shoes), as we look forward

to the Thanksgiving and Christmas season.

Pray for our country and the world!

Aaron Reed, Pastor

Debbie Hawes, Reporter  

HERITAGE (CAPITAL CITY)

Fall has arrived and we have been busy!

We held our annual TrunkorTreat/Soup &

Sandwich Fellowship on October 29th.  This is

a fun time for all ages and a safe way for kids to

get some candy!  This year’s attendance was

definitely one of the highest!  We enjoyed see

ing so many from the community!

We will honor our Veterans November 12th.

Following the service we will serve our veter

ans and the widows of veterans and their fami

lies a special meal to thank them for their serv

ice.

Upward Basketball signups are underway.  We

will have one more Saturday evaluation on

November 11th from 9am – noon.  The registra

tion forms are located on our website –

www.heritagefwb.com.  If you have any ques

tions about the Upward program contact the

church office at 6144920989.

Keep praying and working for souls to be

added to the kingdom of God! We praise the

Lord for the conversions and baptisms of recent

weeks.

We trust each of you will have a wonderful

Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday. Our

schedule at Heritage is always filled with fun

and family during this wonderful time of the

year.

Tim W. Stout, Pastor

Stephanie Wolfe, Reporter

COMMUNITY SOMERSET

A Thanksgiving welcome to all.

Author, Joseph Lee spoke on Sept. 10th about

his book, “Scrolls From The Soul”. God gave

him the desire and placed upon his heart to write

this book and reach the world for Christ. After

the worship service, there was selling and sign

ing of his books.

Junior Church, ages 210 continues during the

morning worship services.

On Sept. 16th Pastor Scott and Kelly celebrat

ed their blessed 28th anniversary.

Bro. Patrick Blevins preached Sunday School

and morning worship services.

On Oct. 2nd we had a church cleaning, we

spray washed the outside walls on the church,

stained the porch and steps, cleaned inside to

get ready for our homecoming.

Pastor Don Estepp preached on “Who

Cares?” on Oct. 15th. Gospel Friends Quartet

from Cleveland sang.

Ethan Hutchinson and Emily gave a presen

tation on Oct. 22nd on their mission trip to

Uruguay Dec. 917th. Pray for safe travel and

their mission to spread the gospel.

After the morning worship service Oct. 22nd,

we gathered at Rushville Rush Creek and sang

as three were baptized.

We are working on Operation Christmas Child

filling our shoeboxes and packing schools sup

plies, hygiene supplies, other special items.

Dec. 10th Tom Shelton will be singing for us.

May this Thanksgiving bring may countless

blessings and warmth into your homes.

“It is good to give thanks to the LORD.”
Psalm 92:1

Continue to pray for our church family, some

are homebound with illness and surgeries.

Scott Hutchinson, Pastor

Donna J. Barr, Reporter
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BOOKKEEPING
ACCOUNTING
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M. J. LOWE’S
INCOME TAX SERVICE

3213 SOUTH HIGH STREET
COLUMBUS OHIO 43207

JIM & JEAN LOWE                         Phone 16144916280
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TRINITY (FRANKLIN)

We have been busy working on a November

coat give away. Later we plan to give out

turkeys to those in our community who are in

need with their Thanksgiving meal.

There are folks from Williams Road Church

who are going to be painting our church build

ing and redoing our parking lot. We are so

happy to get all this done. 

We pray we will be a light to those folks

around us.

In October we had a guest preacher from

Texas. He told us miracles can happen right

here in our church. I believe that can happen

since God does miracles.

Talo Teo preached at our homecoming. He did

a wonderful job as always. He bought his fami

ly with him they enjoyed our homecoming din

ner also.

Louis Nettleton, Pastor

Paul Collins, Associate Pastor

Patricia Dorsey, Reporter

HILLSBORO (CORNERSTONE)

Hello from the Hillsboro FWB. How beautiful

is our God's handy work! God is good all the

time and all the time God is good! Well, things

are starting to look like the fall season with all

the mums and pumpkins everywhere and we

can't forget the leaves.  I can't believe how peo

ple can say there is no God! 

We had our Old Fashion Day  Oct. 29th with

the Southernaires and dinner on the grounds.

Always a fun time. 

We have had some people that God has put on

their hearts to have revival in Hillsboro.  A

group of people went up town and walked the

blocks of Hillsboro praying as they went.

Believe me there was a lot of looks as they

passed out tracks. Seeds were planted! We had a

youth come to the Lord. Charlie Crusie was

baptized. God is on the move on the move hal

lelujah! The spirit is still moving and people are

listening. 

We are getting ready to do the shoeboxes for

Operation Christmas Child. Last year we did

over 450 so each year we try to do more; it's a

fun night of food and fellowship. 

We enjoyed the Dixie Melody Boys plus one.

Pastor Richard was invited to sing a song with

them, and yes he held his own. 

We will be starting play practice for our little

ones Christmas play, cantata for choir, and we

may see some snow so it's beginning to look a

lot like Christmas. 

Praying that you have wonderful

Thanksgiving, and a blessed Christmas season

with friends, family and God's people. 

Until next year you pray for us and we will

pray for you! God bless. Until they all hear!

Richard Burns, Pastor

Vicki Johnson White, Reporter

OAK HILL (JACKSON)

Greetings! We serve a  great big wonderful

God. Autumn is here and we can see God’s

beauty everywhere as the season changes.

Soon the holidays will be here and we have so

much to be thankful for.

Our homecoming was Oct. 1st. We had a won

derful time in the Lord. Bro. Rich Bishop

preached the morning service from James 1. In

the afternoon service we had special singing by

The Little Family. Bro. Corey Caroll

preached. His topic was “He Looked Past the

Nails.” We thank the ladies of the church for the

wonderful meal and we thank everyone who

helped out.

Our visiting preachers were Bro. Tim

Simpson on Sept. 21st and Bro. Jamie Fortner

on Sept. 30th. We’re thankful for each one and

the fellowship we have with one another.

Until next time, may God bless you and

remember, “Jesus is the Reason for the Season.”

“I will bless the LORD at all times: His praise
shall continually be in my mouth” Psalm 34:1

Allen Simpson, Pastor

Sandy Clark, Reporter

DAILYVILLE (FRANKLIN)

Our homecoming celebrating 133 years was

held Sunday, Sept. 24th. The Gospel trio,

Southern Gospel’s Persuaded sang and mem

ber Andy Good brought the word.

The members continue to collect items for the

shoe box ministry with a goal of 200 this year.

Members of the church cut and prepared

apples to be made into apple butter for our out

reach at Piketon’s Dogwood Festival in April.

We set up and sell the apple butter there while

we reach many with God’s message.

Our annual holiday dinner will be held at the

church on Sunday, Dec. 10th. This is our oppor

tunity to invite family and friends that evening

as well as well as past members to join for fel

lowship.

In God’s will, God bless.

Pete Dunn, Pastor

Jim Henry, Reporter

CANAAN (CAPITAL CITY)

It has been a beautiful fall season here in

Wayne County.  The weather has been picture

perfect and it allowed our church family to

enjoy a wonderful fall festival picnic on a local

farm.  The children bobbed for apples, played

games and we had hayrides.  It was truly an

awesome event.

Pastor Mike has been preaching through a few

different sermon series.  On Sundays he has

been working his way through “Name Above

All Names”.  In the series he introduced us to

the first time a given name for God was men

tioned in the Bible.  On Wednesdays we studied

the life of Joshua in a “Becoming a Canaan

Conqueror” series.

The youth have been busy.  AWANA has been

in full swing on Wednesday evenings.  The

teens have been enjoying some great lessons.

Our Sunday School children are participating in

“Operation Evergreen” which helps to provide

Christmas cheer to our overseas military per

sonnel. 

October has been Pastor Appreciation month.

This year all the different areas and ministries of

our church have enjoyed honoring our Pastors

and their families in different ways.  It’s been a

great reminder of how God has blessed us to

serve side by side with these men as we labor

together in Kingdom work.

Mike Gladson, Pastor

Lisa Justice, Reporter

SOUTH CHARLESTON (LITTLE MIAMI)

Hello to all from South Charleston. We are

glad to share we have had a lot of special serv

ices over the last few months. On Sept. 3rd, in

our morning service we heard James D. Ward

preach and that evening we enjoyed having

Thomas Shelton sing for us. Sept. 24th we

were blessed to have Roger Marsh preach for

us during our morning worship service. 

Oct. 8th we celebrated Pastor Appreciation

with the Heavenbounds singing and Edwin

Hayes preaching. We had a great time and

enjoyed celebrating with our pastor and friends

in Christ. On Oct. 22nd we had missionaries

Celso Cordero and his wife. They sang and he

preached and shared their missionary photos.

We hosted the Little Miami Conference on

Nov. 4th. We will be having our Christmas din

ner on Dec. 3rd after our morning service. 

Bert Alsept, Pastor

Brenda Young, Reporter
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The following ministers are available to fill the
pulpit for pastors who have to be away from

their church.  Many are interested in 
conducting revivals as well.

Bill Alford,  20864 Rudy Dr. Strongsville, Oh 44149                   (440) 572-1614
Lee Aldridge, 35180 SR 327, Londonderry, Oh 45647 (740) 887-4065
Anthony “Tony” W. Blackburn, Mechanicsburg, Oh                    (614) 623-0031
Mike Blanton, 6826 Ridpath Road, Grove City, Oh                      (614) 871-2795
Larry Brown, 6530 Gregg Mill Road, London, Oh 43140   (740) 852-0586
Chad Booth, 208 E. Washington Street, Ashland, Oh 44805 (330) 715-8403
Ron Brown, 5478 Riber Rd. Hillsboro, Oh 45133                        (937) 402-4452
Roger Childers, 6555 US Hwy 68S Apt 208D, W Liberty, Oh 43357 (937) 869-4890
Steven Conn, PO Box 251, Hayesville, Oh 44838 (419-651-9639
Herman Copley, 1271 Lewis Road, Mansfield, Oh 44906 (419) 529-5923
Andrew Cordell, 418 West 7th Street, Marysville, Oh 43040 (937) 215-4037
Roger Crusie, 335 ½ N. 4th Street, Greenfield, Oh 45123                (937) 981-3529
Mike Daniel, 503 W Wenger Road, Englewood, Oh 45322 (937) 836-0540
Brandon DePriest, 361 TWP Rd 41 N, Pedro, Oh 45659 (740) 532-3878
Luther Dingess, 1680 Paddle Ck. Road, Fort Gay, WV 25514        (304) 648-5901
Freddy Dutton, 1700 Hale Court, Columbus, Oh 43228                   (614) 276-0200
Michael Ellis, 575 Harland Drive, Columbus, Oh 43207 (614) 917-7309
James England, 5138 N. High Street, # 119, Cols. Oh 43214             (614) 846-6654
Ben Gibson, 1126 Cheyenne Ave. Springfield Oh 45503 (937) 399-2738
Packy Gibson, 7029 Fields Lane, Hillsboro, Oh 45133                   (937) 393-2730
Randy Hall, 12024 Lake Front Drive, Hillsboro, Oh 45133              (937) 365-1657
Edwin Hayes, 7554 Slate Ridge Blvd. Reynoldsburg, Oh 43068         (614) 751-1190
Carl Jenkins, 2809 Searsdale Ave. Cleveland, Oh 44109            (216) 351-2475
James Johnson, 55 1/2 S. First Street, Rittman, Oh 44270              (330) 331-6088
Jason Jones, 620 Watkins Glen Blvd. Marysville, Oh 43040     (937) 241-1622
William Jones, 500 Buckeye Street, Marysville, Oh 43040             (937) 594-1331
Paul Keener, 703 Andrew Ave. Westerville, Oh 43081              (614) 891-4382
Robert Legg, 330 Winding Ridge Drive, Dayton, Oh 45415          (937) 648-9600
Alton Loveless, 1006 Rayme Drive, Columbus, Oh 43207               (573) 330-7728
Wayne Mays, 777 N. Drexel Ave. Hilliard, Oh 43019                  (614) 607-0634
Tom Murphy, 229 Victorian Drive, Commercial Pt, Oh 43116        (614) 218-5435
Chris Oiler, 3299 SR 140, Wheelersburg, Oh 45694 (740) 357-8340 
Tom Spradlin, Portsmouth, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep)               (740) 776-6677
Alex Stevens, 2002 East Main Street, Greenup, KY 41144         (606) 473-5417
Talo Teo, 828 Federal Ave. Zanesville, Oh 43701                       (740) 453-6037
Bill Turner, 150  Willard Ave. Carlisle, Oh 45005                      (513) 746-5866
Tim Updike, 22661 SR 93, Wellston, Oh 45692                            (740) 384-3277
Dan Widdig, 1496 Caldwell Road, Lucasville, Oh 45648 (740) 259-5160
Josh Young, 7227 E. Main Street, South Solon, Oh 43153                   (937) 829-1723

Available FWB
Ministers



Two Saved,

Four Baptized in August!
Look at those smiling faces! You are looking at

the faces of the four individuals who have

decided to trust Christ recently and followed the

Lord in believer’s baptism! 

Two of these individuals (mom and son) gave

their hearts to Christ in August! Amanda had

told me she wanted to be baptized several

months ago. We tried and tried to schedule a

time to talk but each time there seemed to be an

obstacle in the way. Finally, just a few weeks

ago, we sat down and I asked her to share with

me her testimony. It was at that point I realized

she really didn’t know what it meant to be a fol

lower of Christ. Although she said she had

always had “faith,” she had never placed her

faith in the   risen Son of God for her salvation!

As I began to share with her the Scriptures she

began to understand the difference between

“faith in faith” and “faith in Christ.” Her, and

her son RJ, bowed their heads and heart to Jesus

and trusted Him in her living room!

Here is a brief excerpt of her testimony: “After

talking with pastor on August 24th, 2017 and

realizing the difference and still not being sure,

Pastor Daryl prayed with me. I knew I wanted

to follow Jesus Christ and put my faith in

Him.”

Please continue to stand with us through your
monthly giving. For the first time in seven years
our account has seen a substantial decrease in 

monthly support. While we are still far from
being selfsupporting we are working hard to
share the Gospel and disciple believers. 

This is our Grace Mission Communication

Team. They will be saturating our community

with the Gospel, as well as cards and letter to

prospects and recent guests. Please pray for

them!

UNITYGALION (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Our church is entering a very busy time of

year.  October 22 we are having a soup bean and

cornbread dinner hosted by Mike and Pat

Alkire.  They make the best soup beans ever!

Then we will be joining the Mansfield FWB

church for the annual fall fest.  

We would like to ask you to keep our pastor

Dave Bates in your prayers.  He is still battling

his liver disease and is in need of a transplant.

He is currently number one on the list for a

liver.  In the meantime, he is traveling to

Columbus weekly for a procedure to drain fluid

from his abdomen.  This is all costly so we have

established a Go Fund Me account to assist

him.  The link is www.gofundme.com/pastor

dave .  Please feel free to visit the sight.  Thank

you for your prayers.

Dave Bates, Pastor

Dottie Pugh,  Reporter 

UNITED (CAPITAL CITY)

Hello from United FWB in Massillon. We

have had a busy fall with our walkathon turn

ing out well and raising over $600.00. We had

our annual chili cookoff  Sept. 30th at the Shoup

Farm with a fun evening.  This year’s winners

were 1st place our deacon Ed Fisk, 2nd place

our Adult SS teacher Dennis Clay and 3rd place

sister Susan Noble. Congrats to all the winners. 

We had our Pizza, Prayer and Movie ministry

continue with the showing of The Case for
Christ and we are looking forward to our next

one on Nov. 25th as the showing will be a

Christmas movie. Dennis and Kelly Clay do a

great job heading this ministry. 

Oct. 22nd, we celebrated Pastor Appreciation

day with guest Pastor John Meade preaching

and the special singing by Tammy Jones

Robinette, which totally surprised Pastor

Randy and was enjoyed by all. 

Nov. 6th, the Caring Hearts Ministry for par

ents who have lost children will be having a

video and discussion on “Dealing with the

Holidays”. Nov. 19th, we will have our annual

OldFashioned Sunday with Rev. Paul Daniels

preaching and special singers The Roses of

Stoney Creek from Michigan. 

We have a busy December planned as well

with Christmas parties and caroling for all ages.

We have had three more church families whom

have seen loved ones graduate on to glory.

Please keep these folks in your prayers, Bro. Ed

Fisk in the loss of his mother Alice Fisk, Marty

Beitel in the loss of her son William Beitel and

Mike Ryan in the loss of his mother Teddy

Louise Ryan.

Pray for us as we seek God’s direction on a

new and larger church building as we continue

to grow. We wish you a Merry Christmas and

Happy New Year, 

Randy Keffer, Pastor

Faye Griffith, Reporter

REDEEMER (CENTRAL OHIO)

We are so pleased to announce our new pastor

and his wife, Mike and Tomi Baldwin.  While

not new to us, since they were previously mem

bers of Redeemer, we certainly welcome them

back now!  Our thanks to Aaron Quinn, Billy

Parson and Kyle Chadwick for stepping up

and helping us as we transition into the future.

We appreciate all of you!

It has been a difficult transition, losing our

pastor, moving forward and electing a new one,

but we have pulled together as a church just as

Pastor Don Hix would have wanted us to.

We also welcome Yeni Buckner as the newest

member to Redeemer.  Welcome, Yeni!

Please pray for our church and its continued

growth.  And, if you’re ever in the neighbor

hood, please stop by!  We are always ready to

meet new friends and hug old ones. 

Mike Baldwin, Pastor

Nena Dillon, Reporter

GERMANY HOLLOW (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Germany Hollow,

Fall is upon us here in southern Ohio. What a

beautiful time of year as God’s creation pre

pares for winter. We had our annual Old Fashion

Day service on Oct. 8th. Pastor Steve brought

an outstanding old time message. Many people

dressed the part and we all enjoyed an old fash

ioned bean dinner after services. We certainly

have many talented cooks and all the food was

wonderful! Our youth and youth leaders, Tina

(Smith) Moore and Debi Wagner, hosted a

“Hallelujah” party Oct. 21st. for the church. We

all enjoyed sitting around a bonfire roasting

wienies and smoores, fun activities and pump

kin carving. 

We look forward to the upcoming holiday sea

son. Our youth will be filling the Christmas

shoeboxes to be shipped out across the globe.

We will be doing our Christmas caroling and

fruit basket delivery to area shut ins again this

year. That is always a blessing to them but also

to us. 

Germany Hollow may be a small country

church but we strive to be a faithful servant to

God and present Jesus our Savior to the com

munity. Until next time, God bless

Steve Luster, Pastor

Carolyn Crall, Reporter

MAIN STREET (LAWRENCE)

Hello and God bless from Main Street. 

We have been pretty busy. On Oct. 8th we cel

ebrated our pastor’s birthday. Bro. Paul turned

87 years young. We had dinner and cake.  We

love and appreciate him so much!

On Oct. 810th we had our youth revival.

Singing was done by our youth and also Josie

Kidd from Pleasant Valley and Gracie, Harley

and Brady Ryan. We enjoyed them so much.

Bro. Mike Parcell from Dikies Chapel

preached every night. We were blessed from

God’s word.

We have seen souls saved and were baptized

on Oct. 15th. God is so good!

We have several prayer requests. Sisters Ruby

Butcher and Emily Henson and Brothers Carl

Sisler and Mason Prater are in need of prayer.

Also, please remember Bro. Paul’s daughter,

Reanita, she recently lost her husband to cancer.

As Thanksgiving approaches we would like to

thank the LORD for all His blessings. As for

me, I thank Him for my church family and my

wonderful pastor, but mostly for saving my

soul.

“Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and
into his courts with praise: be thankful unto
him, and bless his name. For the LORD is
good;...” Psalms 100:45 

God bless.

Paul Bartrum, Pastor

Judy Layman, Reporter
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Daryl Grimes
Family

Missionaries to Erie,
PA

How to Become a
Financial
Partner

*Call (740) 352-3510 and I can
guide you through the process

*Visit www.homemissions.net
and click on “Automatic

Withdrawal” and follow the on
screen prompts

*E-mail me at
alightinerie@gmail.com

*Please contact Home Missions
if you need a new envelope.

New Website for Free Will Baptist Authors
Randall House has launched FreeWillBaptistAuthors.com, a website that features all

Free Will Baptist authors, regardless of where the book was published. Authors in

good standing with a member church of the National Association of Free Will

Baptists may submit books to be included on the website. 

Go to http://freewillbaptistauthors.com for details.



OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 10

FREDDY DUTTON 
MINISTRIES

“Holding Forth The Word of Life”

1700 Hale Court
Columbus, Ohio 43228

614/276-0200 or 614/738-0683
email: Reverenddutton@aol.com

We are enjoying a wonderful autumn!  Since our last report, we have been privileged to be with nine

churches.  We have enjoyed great services with the Holy Spirit present and people responding during

the altar services.

We enjoyed a "great day" in October with Pastor Johnny Castle and the Rittman Community FWB

Church as they celebrated Pastor Appreciation Day for Pastor Johnny and his wife Wanda.  In

October we also enjoyed being with the Taylortown Community Church in Shelby, Ohio where Rev.

Doug Tackett is the pastor.  Since we had not seen these dear friends for awhile,this was a very spe

cial day for us.  Also, a tremendous blessing for us was being with Rev. Calvin Ray Evans and Rev.

Brian Baer for the annual fall revival at the Southwest FWB Church where Rev. John Meade is the

pastor.

In November we will be celebrating the "Veterans Day Service" with Pastor Paul Bogenrife and the

Marysville FWB Church.  This is always a very memorable day!  Also, in November, I will be the

preacher for the Capital City Conference convening at the Centerburg FWB Church on Nov. 18th.  On

Nov. 19th, we will be with Pastor Mark Tuggle and the Centerburg FWB Church for their Dedication

Service of their new church building!  We are looking forward to these very exciting services that are

coming up!  

We want to wish all of you a very "Happy Thanksgiving"!  May we all be reminded of all of our 

blessings during this time of year.  This year is swiftly coming to a close and all of us still have time

to win others to Christ before the year ends!  

We look forward to being with you for services!  Thank you for all your many acts of kindness and

love to us this year!  May God bless you as you serve the Lord in your communities and churches.

For Revivals, Conferences, Homecoming and other special services,
please contact me at the above address.

November
23rd



Ohio
Missions
Sunday
March 3,

2018
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Help Build New Ohio
Free Will Baptist

Churches!



FIRST SPRINGFIELD (FRANKLIN)

Psalms 96:3 “Declare his glory among the hea
then, his wonders among all people.”
Hello everyone. 

Our ladies of the church did a day of Bible

study on the “Women of the Bible.”  We had a

wonderful time, great fellowship and bonded

more with each other. We have decided to do

that a couple times a year. It not only gave us

time to discuss and learn, but also brought us

closer to the Lord and each other. 

Dumplin Valley was at our church and minis

tered with beautiful songs. You can always feel

the presence of the Lord when they are here.

They also stayed and enjoyed our last picnic of

the summer with us. 

Missionary JD Webb also visited us at our

AM service with his wife Breeana. They will

be going to Brazil to start a new Free Will

Baptist church. We need to remember them in

our prayers. 

As we always do the last Sunday night of

October we had our trunk or treat with the

youth.  It was very cold up on top of the hill. But

as always. God’s love kept us warm.  

May God keep you and yours in His loving

arms. 

Mark Rucker, Pastor

Linda O’Neal, Reporter 

LIBERTY (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

“O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good:
because his mercy endureth for ever." Psalm

118:1

Summer has officially come to an end, and it's

hard to believe Thanksgiving and Christmas are

in view. We are still rejoicing about our October

All In Youth Rally (No Turning Back). Our

church also has the privilege to go to Barberton

East Elementary School for an afterschool

Good News Bible Club program; we are seeing

God work in this program. We went from no

kids on the first week to 7 kids. Please keep

praying that our church will be a light to this

dark and dying world.  

We would like to welcome our new members

Bro. Jim and Sister Laura Valiante and Bro.

Danny Wright.  

There is always something exciting and new

happening here at Liberty just as our life with

Christ should be. We should never cease to

thank Him and praise Him for all that He does.

May you all have a blessed Thanksgiving and

a Merry Christmas!

Until next time. 

Cecil Farmer, Pastor 

Chelsea Pomeroy, Reporter

BEECH GROVE (FRANKLIN)

Hello again. We all seem to have had many,

many problems to face these last two months.

The earthquakes, hurricanes, flooding and fire

then the individual sorrows of the illnesses and

deaths of loved ones were faced with much

prayer. However, it is good to know that we can

take comfort from our friends, but especially

that we can grasp the lifeline of love that God

gives us.

I’d like to share the testimony of one our very

elderly members who recently died. Bernice

Lowe, our deacon’s mother and motherinlaw

to our treasurer, always had a testimony to give.

She would sit and raise her hand and then say,

“I thank God for giving me a church to worship

in and a son and daughterinlaw who is like a

daughter to me. I am glad to be able to come to

a church where I can praise His name and sing

the old songs I love. I have a good home and

someone to take care of me. (Roy Echart, her

son). He always tries to get me to eat more than

I want and he can’t drive my wheelchair very

well. ‘At this point we would always laugh’, but

I thank God for him and he takes good care of

me.” We will miss her very much. She always

had something funny to say and gave everyone

positive encouragement in any job we were

doing for the church. She was a dear member of

our church. 

We have a couple of upcoming services to

announce. Bro. Tim Case will be preaching

Dec. 10th, both the morning and evening at

10:45am and 6:00pm. Please visit us if you do

not have services at your church that evening.

Joe Pinkerton, Pastor

Gloria Kidder, Reporter

WOODSTOCK (CENTRAL OHIO)

Good news to report...Our pastor’s wife, Sister

Fredia Street has received her stem cell trans

plant and is doing better and the doctors are

pleased with her progress. She still has a long

way to go, but she says she knows God is with

her. She wants to thank everyone for their

prayers and please continue them. We have also

had several other people ill and in the hospital.

Hopefully they are all recovering well.

We are thankful for everyone that has helped

during this trying time in the absence of Pastor

and Sister Street. Some visiting ministers were

Reverends Clay Baldwin, JD Webb, Andrew

Cordell, Bob Legg and our own Bill Moore,

Bill Jones and Tony Blackburn.

We recently had a benefit sing under direction

of James and Helen Howard with good atten

dance and had our Sunday School picnic. 

Our ladies are preparing for their annual

bazaar which is November 18th, 10 am 3 pm at

the church fellowship hall.

Thanksgiving and Christmas will be upon us

shortly, remember to be thankful for what God

has done for you by sending his Son, Jesus to

save us from our sins and we are given eternal

in heaven with Him.

Russell Street, Pastor

Virginia Jones, Reporter
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2017 HOLY GROUND FREE WILL BAPTIST YOUTH FOR CHRIST CAMP
Located at:  5150 RIBER RD, HILLSBORO, OHIO 45133

(Bldg Worship, Devotions, Recreation, etc.)         (New Kitchen/Dining Hall Building)               (Completely new Kitchen facilities)

(Improved Pond facilities)

Newly built, fully furnished kitchen and dining area, as well as the huge pond is now available for swimming and pedal

boats!  A Pastor from a camp in 2012 was so impressed with our improvements in these areas that he said he wished

other FWB churches were aware of our new (Kitchen/Dining hall) and improved (the Pond) facilities. 

For leasing and information on the above camps call Larry Glenn (937) 4783815, Donna Glenn (937) 4752710, 

Rev. Steve Nickels (937) 4781182, 

Pastor Tim Hamilton (937) 5591966 or Email us at timham@reagan.com.  

2018 Camps 

(Dates to be Announced)

Sr. Coed Camp (Ages 1320 boys/girls)    Jr. Boys Camp (Ages 813)   Jr. Girls Camp (Ages 813)

Please let us know if you would like to view a camp presentation.

A ministry of Northridge Free Will Baptist Church, 4800 Payne Ave, Dayton, OH 45414

Information at Martin Denes Ministries
3380 Cattail Road

Chillicothe, OH 45601
740-701-2124

dramaking48@yahoo.com
{drama for the King}

My board: Pastor Jim Steele, Pastor Mitch Salyers, Mrs. Sue Morgan

“Three Nights for God” revivals-drama, preaching, prayer service
One man dramas for Christmas, Easter, renewal, special occasions

Outreach planning retreats, Prayer retreats
Saturday Bible conferences

teaching, singing, tracts
children’s and adult resources

Guest director for a multi-church or community 
Easter season monolog drama



GOOD HOPE (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings from Good Hope FWB Church. We

thank God for His blessing on our church. 

Rev. Freddie  Ray comes once a month and

preaches and sings. We enjoy him and look for

ward to his coming.

We had the Glory Land Singers at the church

in Oct. They are great singers. We had a harvest

party at the church for our young people and us

olders one also. It was enjoyed by all. Our

young people had fun with the pie eating con

test.

We still have people in the church not able to

come much because of sickness.

Pray for the

church and Pastor

Paul, He fits the

Hat of a Pastor as

was in the last

Ambassador.
We thank God for

him and also Bro

Hancock who

teaches Sunday

School and teaches

on Wed night. Our

young people are

working  on the

Christmas play.  Remember our church in your

prayers.

Paul Peterson, Pastor

Mary Diamond, Reporter        

VICTORY (CAPITAL CITY)

Fall is here and harvest is past, but each season

gives us another opportunity to worship the

King.  God has created so many beautiful things

in the four seasons, it is hard to have a favorite.

Ps. 100:4,5 tells us to "Be thankful unto Him,
and bless His name. For the LORD is good; his
mercy is everlasting; and His truth endureth to
all generations." One of our dear sisters,

Ermalyn Hecker, wife of Trustee Bruce Hecker,

went home to be with the Lord on August 27th.

She is sadly missed. 

We had a wonderful revival/homecoming on

Oct. 1215th. We had four saved and one reded

icated, one baptized, and we are looking for

ward to another baptism on Oct. 29th.  The Rev.

Paul Moore preached on Thursday and Friday

night and Rev. Kyle Chadwick brought the

message on Saturday.  The last day of the

revival ended with the homecoming dinner and

the message was preached by Nick Eanes.  We

were also blessed by the singers who came to

worship with us each night.

Until our next report, we pray that all our

churches will have a Happy Thanksgiving and a

Merry Christmas as we celebrate the birth of

our Savior Jesus Christ!

Jim Thompson, Pastor

Jean Holmes, Reporter

GRACE   

Hello and happy fall from Grace FWB. We

hope Everyone is enjoying the cooler tempera

tures and the beautiful colors on the fall trees. 

God is blessing our church and all that come

here are so thankful for our church. I feel if you

are blessed with a great church and true God

fearing pastor we should give God thanks and

praise. As we know everyone that stands behind

the pulpit and claims to be preaching God's true

word isn't always doing that. The Bible tell us

we are “to know them that labor among you,
and are over you in the Lord (I Thess. 5:12)". 

October was Pastor Appreciation Month, I

hope everyone showed their pastor how much

they were appreciated. We love our pastor Bro.

Ed Purdy and his wife Sis. Linda; God has

truly blessed us with them.

We hope all of your churches are continuing to

do well, you are all still in our prayers. As I

always say lets not forget to pray for our great

country, our military and our children. 

We desire your prayers. Our precious Sis.

Wanda broke her hip. Bro. Dewayne’s mom is

very ill, Bro. Nick’s parents, Bill and Tammy

and his sister Brittany need prayer. Bro. Bill has

some health issues. Sis. Linda and her parents,

and Bro. Ed have health issues. Sis. Kathy and

Bro Art and Kathy’s mother are in need. Sis.

Elaine has many health issues and her sister Sue

and sisterinlaw Mary is battling breast cancer.

I know it seems overwhelming the sicknesses

and the problems we all face, but we all know

God can handle all of this and who is bigger

than any sickness or cancer.  Stay strong don't

lose faith, God is just a prayer away.

We wish every one a blessed Thanksgiving

and a blessed and peaceful Christmas.

Remember Jesus Is The Reason For The

Season! We welcome you to worship with us

anytime. Blessings from Grace FWB.

Ed Purdy, Pastor 

Elaine Booth, Reporter

MCGUFFEY (NORTH & WESTERN)

“This is the day which the Lord hath made; we
will rejoice and be glad in it.” Ps. 118:24

Greetings from McGuffey FWB.  We can see

fall starting to turn to winter but have been

rejoicing in some fabulous weather  for

October!

On Sept. 2nd, Bro. Paul Osborne, pastor of

Immanuel Baptist Church in Lima, visited our

church, accompanied by his four daughters.

These lovely young women sounded like we

imagine angels would sound singing God’s

praise in heaven!  What a blessing!

The entire church attended a fall gathering at

Pastor Don Webb’s house  October  14th.

We had great fellowship and, of course, great

food!

On Oct. 28th we enjoyed a Saturday night sing

with music by the Moore Family from North

End FWB in Lima and the angelic music of the

Osborne Sisters again.

We pray for God’s blessing on us all for the

holiday season and rejoice in God’s precious

Son!

Don Webb, Pastor

Sue Smith, Reporter    

PURITAN (SOUTHCENTRAL)

Greetings from Puritan FWB Church. Our

church has been blessed! 

We had revival in September with Barry

Spears and Jackie Grimmett and saw two

souls saved! 

To celebrate the coming of fall, our church had

an Old Fashion Day and fall festival in October

with a pie auction, wagon rides, bounce house

for the kids, and beans and all the fixings

cooked over an open fire. It was a great time of

fellowship.  

Continue to pray for our sick and shutins. 

In this season, be thankful for everything the

Lord has blessed you with. Blessings to all our

brothers and sisters in Christ.

Jamie Fortner, Pastor

Rhonda Fortner, Reporter

COALTON (JACKSON)

Greetings to all our brothers and sisters in the

Lord.  God has been so good to us!  Our most

recent activity was to honor our pastor and

assistant pastor for their labor of love.  We are

thankful for men who stand true to the Word of

God.  

Our hearts are saddened in the loss of our dear

Sister Paula.  She has gained her reward.  She

will be greatly missed as she was a worker that

you could depend on.  She served the Lord

faithfully and we await the day that we can wor

ship our Savior together again.  

We had a wonderful time of fellowship and

worship at homecoming services in September.

We thank Bros. Mike Simpson and Alan

Simpson for inspiring us with the word of God

and Borrowed Time for uplifting us in song.

The ladies of the church did a wonderful job in

preparing the meal.  We have also enjoyed mes

sages and songs delivered by Bro. Rich Bishop.

The men held their annual Master’s Men

Meeting and report good fellowship and wor

ship service.  They heard a wonderful message

delivered by Bro. Edwin Hayes and songs by

Yesterday’s Gospel.  Our nursing home and

youth services continue and we ask your

prayers that our church will be a lighthouse in

our community.  

Tim Simpson, Pastor

Sandra DeHart, Reporter

LOCKBOURNE (TRINITY)

Greetings from Lockbourne FWB Church. We

would like to say thank you to Joshua Stevens

and everyone who worked at the Apple Butter

Fest recently and to those who made donations

in support of this fundraiser for our youth. 

In October, we celebrated Pastor Appreciation

Day.  Pastor Leon came to Lockbourne 15 years

ago this December and we are so grateful that

the Lord sent him here to watch over the flock.

We love him and Jennifer and their wonderful

family and it is with great appreciation we

honor their efforts in the church and the work of

the ministry.  We are also grateful that the Lord

has sent brother Tad Miller and his family to

Lockbourne. He is a great support to our pastor

and we love and appreciate him and his lovely

family. We pray God’s blessings, guidance and

direction on our leaders as they minister to us.

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
of him that bringeth good tidings”.
We send our condolences to Bill Slone on the

loss of his sister, Dorothy Horne on the loss of

her brother, and Paul Lohr on the loss of his

brother. May God comfort these families in

their time loss.

We closed out October with a wonderful three

day revival with Bro. Garret Fitch and Bro.

Tim Stevens who preached the closing service.

It was an inspirational time of preaching,

singing and praising the Lord.  God was present

and we felt a much needed refreshing from

above.  Please continue to pray for us as we

labor together in the Lord.

Leon Stevens, Pastor

Janelle Sagraves, Reporter

ANTIOCH (CENTRAL OHIO)

We have been so blessed to have the Lord’s

presence with us in every service.  We are so

thankful for people God has placed in our

church, everyone is a blessing and there is great

love in our church.

We are coming upon one of my favorite times

of the year, Thanksgiving.  If we look around I

believe we all have so much to be thankful for.

God is so good to us all the time.

Our church Thanksgiving dinner was held

November 5th. We had for a great time of food

and fellowship.  

On November 12th, Sunday evening we will

be having a special service at church at 6:00pm.

All are welcome.

Our church we will be having our hat and mit

ten tree for the homeless.  The ladies Christmas

party will be held December 8th at 6:30pm.

The youth will be hosting their Christmas party

on December 9th. Our Christmas program will

be December 17th at 6:00pm.

As this holiday season approaches, I wish you

all a Happy Thanksgiving and a very Merry

Christmas.  As we open our presents on this spe

cial day, let us not forget the greatest gift of all;

the birth of Jesus!

God bless all till next time

Jim Blankenship, Pastor

Linda Blankenship, Reporter
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“But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel;
whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” Micah 5:2

Thought for the Month

Pastor Paul Peterson and

his wife Sister Ruby on

Pastor Appreciation Day
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Detach and send to North American Ministries 

PO Box 5002 Antioch, TN 37011 

Include a $500 deposit (non refundable after June 5th)

OYC 2018 Dates to Remember:

February 4  Ohio Youth Sunday.  The first

Sunday in February is the day we ask churches

around the state to focus on the youth, and the vital

part they play in the life of your ministry.  Hopefully,

this is not the only day you let the youth know they

are a part of the work, but this is a special day to

really highlight what they do for the Lord.  This is

also a great day to receive a special offering to help

support the OYC’s effort to provide activities and

college and Truth and Peace scholarships for the stu

dents of Ohio.

March 23–OYC Competitions Entry Deadline – Please have your competition

entry forms postmarked or emailed by this date to make sure we have time to process every

thing and get back to you with any questions. Please send your entries to: 

Deanna Price 2710 Dogwood Ridge Road Wheelersburg, Ohio 45694

Email:dprice@stanbender.com

Would you like to show others in the state of Ohio what your youth group has been up to in

the last year or let us know a little more about your group? Be creative! Make a video (3

minutes max) by March 23 and email jason.luthy@gmail.com and let us know that you

want to submit a video. Then you will be given instructions on how to submit it and, after

review, we will show it at this year's OYC competitions. Feel free to email with questions!

We had one video submitted last year, and would like to see even more participation this

year so we can see what individual church and conference youth groups have been up to. 

April 7 – OYC Ministry Expo – Heritage FWBC – Registration begins at 9:00 am.

Competition begins at 10:00 am. OYC will once again provide lunch.

June 1 – OYC Scholarship Applications Due – Remember, Ohio youth that partici

pated in OYC Competition in age category D and are, or will be, attending any Free Will

Baptist college are eligible to apply. Winners will be announced at the State Meeting in June.

June 22 and 23 – OYC Youth Services and Activities – Heritage FWBC.  Friday

evening at 7 pm, we will have services for elementary age kids along with our junior/senior

high students.  Following our services, we will meet in the gym for pizza and games.

Around 11:30, we will load up for a couple of hours of laser tag.  The pizza and laser tag are

on us!  The only thing each group needs to arrange is lodging.  On Saturday morning, we

will gather at 9 am for doughnuts and a final session.  It should be a great weekend.  Make

plans now to be with us!

July 2225 – National Association of Free Will Baptists and Vertical III

Conference Little Rock, Arkansas. The 2018 Theme is “Unseen” (Hebrews 11:1).  Make

sure you plan on supporting our Ohio competitors, if you are in Little Rock for the conven

tion.

GAHANNA (CORNERSTONE)

Greetings to all our brothers and sisters in

Christ. We praise our Savior for all the blessings

He has showered down on us.

First and foremost, we want to thank God for

three new converts, Deeanna Gainer, Brandon

Wood and Tianie Williamson. We welcome

them into the family of God. Pray they will

grow in faith and always be in the center of

God’s will.

Cornerstone Conference was held at New

Hope FWB Church in Chillicothe, Oct. 28th.

Our prayers and sympathy goes out to the fam

ily of Paul and Lucy Messer. Lucy’s father,

McKinley Moore went to be with the Lord

October 4th. 

We ask for prayers for Frank and Debra

Felske. Debra’s father, Sherman Sawvel passed

away October 4th. The church also lost a Sister

In Christ, Bernita Pfeifer. She went home to be

with the Lord after a long illness. She will be

dearly missed by all the church.

The ladies auxiliary has been busy the last

couple months. They had a Fall Bash for the

senior citizens in the church, with food, fun and

great fellowship for all in attendance.

October was Pastor Appreciation Month. On

October 29th, the ladies auxiliary prepared a

meal to honor Pastor Booth and his family. Bro.

Curtis was showered all month with cards and

love from the congregation. We appreciate his

great work and loyalty to the church.

Please remember the ones that are in the hos

pital and nursing homes. Continue to pray for

the ones recovering at home.

Praying for a happy Thanksgiving to everyone.

Let’s remember to thank God for His many

blessings.                           

Curtis Booth, Pastor

Bonnie Justice, Reporter

SPRINGFIELD (LITTLE MIAMI)

“His work is honorable and glorious: and his
righteousness endureth for ever.” Psalm 111:3

God has given us another beautiful fall, we can

see His handiwork everywhere we look.

On Oct. 1st, we had the privilege to have Bro.

Lazaro Riesgos, a missionary from Cuba. He

had a wonderful message on being faithful to

God. It was truly a blessing to get to hear him.

We thank everyone that came out to support the

FWB Children's Home and to hear the good

singing.

The Christmas season is fast approaching.

Remember Jesus is the reason for the season.

We don't need more to be thankful for, we need

to thank Him more for what we have. 

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas!

Charles Crider, Pastor

Kristen Lemaster, Reporter



Gahanna Pastor Curtis Booth has been in

severe back pain.  He did go to the hospital in

September and is seeing  a spine specialist. 

Fredia Street, wife of Woodstock Pastor

Russell Street underwent a bone marrow trans

plant in September and is continuing her treat

ment at the James Hospital.

Reynoldsburg Pastor Jerry Sargent was in

Mt. Carmel E Hospital with pneumonia

September. He is now home recovering.

Former Ohio Mission Board Treasurer Paul

Etterling Sr. had a second hip replacement sur

gery September 28th and is now home recover

ing. He is the father of Westerville Pastor Paul

Etterling Jr.

Trenton Loudin, from the North FWB

Church who is 21, has been diagnosed with

heart failure. He is seeing a Cardiologist.

Please pray for him as well as his family. His

Mom, Janet Loudin, is a member of the North

Church. 

Jamie Mulhern, is 14 years old and is associ

ated with the Puritan Church. She was in

Children's Hospital in the ICU in a diabetic

coma. She is now making great progress. Please

remember her and her family in your prayers. 

GalionUnity Pastor Dave Bates is battling

liver disease and is in need of a transplant.  He

is currently number one on the list for a liver.  In

the meantime, he is traveling to Columbus

weekly for a procedure to drain fluid from his

abdomen.  

Deacon Delmas Sargent, from the

Reynoldsburg FWB Church has been in the

hospital. He is the father of Reynoldsburg

Pastor Jerry Sargent and Westerville Deacon

Gary Sargent.

Robert Murnahan from the Westerville

Church has been in Mt. Carmel E Hospital with

severe back problems.

WELLINGTON (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Hello from the Wellington Free Will Baptist

Church.  We trust in God in all things and pray

for his guidance during our church’s time of

transition.  

Pastor Jeffrey Isaacs has moved on from our

church.  We are being led by Willie Bias.

Please join our congregation of believers as we

worship and give the Lord His praise.  

Wednesday evenings, Willie Bias is beginning

a study out of The Purpose Driven Life by Rick

Warren.  This book has forty chapters and each

week from78pm on Wednesdays, one chapter

will be discussed.  Donations will be used to

purchase the books, so sign up at the church so

we know how many books to purchase, you are

welcome and we hope your attendance is some

thing to look forward to.  

For information about the events of the holiday

season, please be in attendance or call 440647

3799 for details.

Willie Bias, Interim Pastor

Margaret DeWitt, Reporter

OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 15

Hospital

Update

A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM DR. DAVID CROWE
North American Ministries Offering

For 80 years the Free Will Baptist Home Missions Department has served our denomination by planting churches in North America, endorsing

military chaplains, promoting church growth and evangelism, preaching revivals, teaching seminars, encouraging pastors and missionaries and edu

cating our people about our wonderful heritage as Free Will Baptists. For 22 of those 80 years I have worked on the staff of Home Missions. I came

22 years ago to help Trymon Messer accomplish the things he felt God had called him to do as Director of Home Missions. I worked for 6 years as

Director of Missionary Assistance and visited 20 to 25 mission works each year to encourage, educate and equip our missionaries. When Richard

Atwood was hired by Trymon, he served as Director of Missionary Assistance and I became the Director of Church Growth and began visiting 45

to 50 established churches each year for revival, fellowship, encouragement and public relations for Home Missions. I served in that capacity for 6

years. When Dr. Richard Adams retired, I then became the Director of Development overseeing the Church Extension Loan Fund (C.E.L.F.), as

well as continuing my responsibilities as Director of Church Growth. I served 6 years in that capacity and then on December 1, 2013 I became the

Executive Director of the Home Missions Department and am now in my 22nd year with Home Missions, and my 5th year as Executive Director.

I reviewed my history with Home Missions because I want you to see how I came to this place and position. I have spent many hours and days

searching out and researching our history. After 25 years of studying our heritage I believe I have a good perspective of where we have been as Free

Will Baptists. I have been traveling across our denomination for the last 22 years and I have crossed all the lines and all the boundaries in our

denomination as I have attempted to be a servant to all Free Will Baptists, so I believe I have a pretty good perception of where we presently are.

Knowing where we have been and knowing where we are helps us to gain an understanding of where we need to go from here!

So, where do we go from here? I don't pretend to know where our entire denomination needs to go, but I do feel that God has placed me in Home

Missions and given me a vision of where our department needs to go from here. Missions is just one part of what we do (it is still the priority of our

department) but, we also are the endorsing agency for Military Chaplains for FWB's. We are the evangelism and church growth arm of our denomi

nation and we loan money to FWB churches through our Church Extension Loan Fund. These are things we already do, but I want to share with

you some things that we are doing in addition to what we have been doing.

In the area of Church Planting:
Dr. Brad Ransom is our Director of Church Planting. He has graduate degrees in Church Planting and Church Revitalization. Brad has already

revised, updated and upgraded all of our church planting materials as well as the application and evaluation process of candidates for church plant

ing. He has brought a new level of professionalism and expertise to that position. He has put in place more individualized and regional training for

our church planters. We plan to get more churches planted and see more church plants become selfsupporting sooner. We are seeing our church

plants have record numbers of people for their launch Service and record average attendances after their launch. If we can help them start stronger

then we believe that they can finish sooner and stronger.

In the area of Church Revitalization:
Rev. Jim McComas is our Director of Church Revitalization. It has bothered me for years that we have so many small struggling churches that are

not mission churches but still are not really able to be vital, selfsupporting churches. Many of these churches close each year. We wanted to do

some things to help these churches, so Jim, Brad, Ken and I have been offering specific help, seminars, conferences and programs to try and revital

ize these churches. Jim McComas brings an enthusiasm and excitement to this position. His preaching is always stirring and motivational and his

singing is always a blessing and is always very moving! Jim has already been in many of our churches preaching, singing, conducting weekend

church revitalization seminars and services as well as encouraging pastors and their families. 

In the area of Chaplain Support:
Retired Chaplain Kerry Steedley is my Advisor for Chaplain Support for our department. As the endorsing agency for military chaplains, we are

giving our Free Will Baptist chaplains and their families the recognition and support that they deserve as they minister to the men and women in our

Armed Forces. Chaplain Steedley brings a professionalism and a wealth of experience and knowledge that has given us a more effective plan of

support for these "ministers in uniform". 

In the area of Hispanic Ministries:
Rick Bowling is our Director of Hispanic Ministries and he is leading that ministry as we presently have 52 Hispanic church plants with over 3500

people meeting each week under the direction of our department, in North America. We have Dr. Rufo Gomez starting Hispanic churches for us

across North America with the next one to be in Smyrna, TN in May of 2018. Dr. Gomez will be starting churches for us across North America and

once they are started we will place Hispanic couples that have graduated from the Hispanic Institute in as pastors. The Institute has already graduat

ed 308 with 7 more to graduate in December 2017. This is one the fastest growing ministries of NAM.

In the area of cooperation with other departments:
We believe that we can get a lot more accomplished together than we ever can by ourselves, so we will be partnering with other departments to get

more done for the Glory of God. We are partnering with International Missions to reach International Students attending colleges and universities in

the United States. We are partnering with Randall House and their YET team of young people as they visit and minister in our Church Plants. We

are partnering with our colleges to provide summer internships for college students to spend 10 weeks in the summer with some of our church

planters, thus building a "pool" of future church planters for Free Will Baptists. We are partnering with WNAC and Master's Men for men's and

women's ministries among FWB. We led the way for a merger of Master's Men and Home Missions that brought Master's Men under the umbrella

of Home Missions. It remains intact with all its present assets,  but ministers and operates under the direction of Home Missions. This is enhancing

the mission and ministry of both departments as we continue to enhance the opportunities for men's ministries in our churches and denomination.

Ken Akers has taken Master’s Men to a whole new level as he leads the way for Disaster Relief in LA, FL, TX, SC, KY, NC, MS, Puerto Rico,

Virgin Islands and anywhere else disaster strikes our churches and our people. Ken has also led several work groups to New Durham, NH to work

on the Ridge Church, the Mother Church of the Northern FWB’s. We are presently in the process of having ownership of this historic church trans

ferred to National Home Missions. We continue to cooperate with and support our Board of Retirement and our FWB Foundation as well as with

our Executive Office and Brother Keith Burden.

I have shared a lot of things with you in this letter, but there's so much more that we want to accomplish for Free Will Baptists and for the

Kingdom of God! God has placed me in a position I could never have imagined. He has placed some of the finest Christian servants I know around

me that encourage and support me daily. In our department of 7 employees there is a total of 115 years experience at Home Missions! That blows

my mind!

We didn't start yesterday! This department has been faithful for 80 years under the leadership and direction of some of the finest men I know and

have ever known. I don't know why God has allowed me to walk in this place, but I do know that I will follow the footsteps of the giants who have

walked before me , and it's easy to follow the footprints of "giants"!

You will notice that I’ve been using our National Home Missions name to this point in this letter. I purposely did that to share all the things that

God is allowing us to do as a department and to also help you to understand why we now refer to this department as North American Ministries.

We are involved in so many more things than just “missions”. 

Will you help us as we begin the next 80 years? Will you help us to have a record Mission: North America Offering this November? Will you part

ner with us as we partner with other departments, churches and Free Will Baptist men and women across our denomination? Will you join us and

support us as we are involved in North American Ministries? I believe with all of my heart and soul that you will! Thank you for your prayers, your

encouragement, your love, your kindnesses, your financial support and your trust.

I’ll be 60 years old in April 2018. Having a stroke in May of 2017 has caused me to realize that whatever time I have left here, I want to make the

best of it. Whatever time God allows me to serve at NAM, I will greatly appreciate your faithful prayers and generous support.

Executive Director

Dr. H. David Crowe
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Welch College Rises in U.S. News & World

Report’s Top College Rankings

Welch College received notification that the institution ranks

26th among “Best Regional Colleges” (South Region) in

U.S. News & World Report’s 2018 edition of America’s Best

Colleges guidebook, according to President Matt Pinson.

The numerical ranking of 26 in the 2018 South Region indi

cates a rise of 5 places above the 2017 edition ranking of 31.

Welch was also ranked 21 among “Best Value” Colleges in

the South, and ranked 5th “Best Value” of all colleges and universities in Tennessee. 

“How gratifying it is to see Welch ranked among America’s best colleges in this prestigious

national study,” President Pinson said. “We are delighted that the college’s academic programs

are recognized not only by our supporters but also by those beyond the institution. This recogni

tion reassures prospective students and their parents that Welch remains a topquality institution

of higher learning that delivers on their educational investment, while keeping Christ at the center

of the college experience.”

The “Best Regional Colleges” category where Welch is ranked includes 324 institutions that

focus on undergraduate education and offer a range of degree programs in the liberal arts and in

professional fields such as business, nursing, and education. Colleges in this category are ranked

within four geographic regions: North, South, Midwest, and West. 

U.S. News rankings offer opportunity to judge the relative quality of institutions based on widely

accepted indicators of excellence: peer assessment, graduation and retention rates, faculty

resources, student selectivity, financial resources, alumni giving, and more. 

Welch received especially high marks in four strategic areas—percent of classes with under 20

students (90%), student/faculty ratio (8/1), firstyear student retention rate (71%), and freshmen in

the top 25% of their high school class (52%). 

Provost Matthew McAffee said, “Once again Welch College has made significant gains in U.S.

News & World Report rankings, moving up from 31 to 26. Although rankings like this are not the

only gauge of an institution's excellence and academic credibility, it is nonetheless a helpful

external benchmark for us. This year again marks an incremental gain in our reputation among

peer institutions. We are thankful for this blessing!”

More information is available about the rankings and methodology in the annual America’s Best

Colleges guidebook at: www.usnews.com/collegemeth.

Construction Worker Was Killed in Accident one the Welch Campus

Dear Welch College Family, 

On Friday, October 27th a worker under the employment and supervision of SouthLand

Constructors, the Welch College construction management firm, was killed in a construction

related accident on the Welch campus. We are praying earnestly for his family, that the peace of

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard their hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

The Welch family is shocked and saddened by this sudden, tragic accident. SouthLand

Constructors has been very concerned about the utmost safety of this project for the past twoand

ahalf years, and we are deeply saddened by this tragic occurrence. We lift this family up in

prayer, asking our entire college family to join us in prayer in this very painful moment for this

family and our campus community.

Sincerely,

Matt Pinson

President

Evangelist 

Mike Blanton

Available for services, revivals and

campmeetings!

(614) 8712795 

Mike Blanton and Evidence
available to sing at your church!

FAITH FELLOWSHIP (FRANKLIN)

Greetings to all in the name of our Savior

Jesus Christ. Even in times of sorrow or hard

times we can still see God's beauty all around us

if we are willing to just open our heart to Him

and enjoy His sunshine.

We were blessed with the baby dedication of

Madison Rose Smith, daughter of Bill and Alex

Smith. We know that as part of the Smith fami

ly she will grow up to know the love of Christ

in her life.  Our VBS was held in August. We

were blessed with the children who attended,

learning about God's word, we also had games,

refreshments and a conclusion program at the

end. Our annual church picnic was held in

September and a good time was had by all.  

In October we celebrated Pastor Appreciation

with a carryin dinner after one of our Sunday

services. This was a surprise to Pastor Floyd

and all enjoyed the fellowship and good food.  

The ladies of the church had a ladies retreat on

a Saturday night at the church.  We really appre

ciate the work and planning that  Lois Horsley

and Fran Cohn  did to put this together. We had

a great time with games, food and fellowship.

We want to thank all the ladies who attended

and contributed with snacks to make this a great

evening. 

Also in October we were saddened by the

passing of Arnold Strausbaugh (93), father of

John Strausbaugh and Mary Dennehy. He will

sadly be missed by all of us who loved him. As

it tells us in the book of James, “life is like a
vapor". That is why it is important for us to

redeem the time. All believers know that Christ

is coming soon. Are you ready for His return? 

Please continue to pray for us, as we pray for

you. God bless you all.

Floyd Smith, Pastor

Barbi Johnson, Reporter

NEW HOPE (PORTER)

“Behold how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity!"
On September 17th we enjoyed our annual

church picnic at Pike Lake. The Lord blessed us

with a beautiful day. It was wonderful to get to

spend time with our church family and enjoy

God's creation! 

The church celebrated Pastor Appreciation on

Sunday, October 8th. Our congregation truly

made us feel so loved and appreciated! The din

ner, decorations, cards, gifts and words of

encouragement were very heart felt. We love

our church family dearly!

We also had a Gideon speaker, Bro. Dale

Egbert to update us on their ministry. 

We are currently getting our shoeboxes packed

and ready for Operation Christmas Child. We

always enjoy doing this every year. One of our

folks said they enjoy buying for the shoeboxes

more than they do any other Christmas shop

ping.

We are looking forward to the Thanksgiving

and Christmas seasons. Like many, it is a busy

time of year. Let's keep our focus on being truly

thankful everyday and celebrating the birth of

our Lord Jesus. Wishing everyone God's rich

est blessings to you and your families!

George Grice, Pastor

Lena Grice, Reporter

COLUMBUS FIRST (FRANKLIN)

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ.

We enjoyed special singing in October from

Bro. Jason Cooper. He is a talented singer. If

you are looking for a special singer at your

church get in touch with us. 

Fall is quickly approaching. We had first

Trunk or Treat for this community. So join us in

praying that is was successful and glorified

God. 

We are getting excited to go on a church out

ing in November to eat at an Amish farm. This

outing is a well deserved treat after the hard

work everyone has done  moving this year.

Speaking of moving, we are done with that and

the improvements to the church. We think we

have the prettiest church around, just come visit

us and see. 

God is good.

Billy Parson, Pastor

Sue Parson, Reporter

BEATTY (LITTLE MIAMI)  

Hello from Beatty FWB Church. 

Greetings and praise the Lord for His bless

ings.

We are still on the great path to heaven. Our

church is doing ok, just a lot of sickness and

death among our older members.

Since our last report we have had Clay

Baldwin to preach and his singers to sing for

us. They were a blessing to us. Also, the

Shivelys sang for us in the morning service.

They are a real blessing. We really enjoyed

them.

We just recently we lost another member,

Brother Carl McVicker passed away. He has

gone on to be with the Lord. He's singing with

the angels up there with the heavenly choir.

Pray for our church that we can continue to be

a light to the community and our family and

friends.

John Wallace, Pastor

Barbara McKenzie, Reporter



UNITY (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings from Unity FWB Church!  We had a

wonderful end to the summer at our church.  

Our revival was held Sept. 69th. Special

singing was held nightly, including the Unity

Praise Team, Dustin Gray, The Lore Family

and the Sword Family.  The Spirit was felt all

week and we praise the Lord for His presence!

We enjoyed sermons from Revs. Denver Lee

Daniel, Neil Brock, Darrin Lore, and Lucian

Baker. Our homecoming was on Sept. 10th.

Rev. Gary Sorrell brought us the message, the

Parson Family sang and we enjoyed a wonder

ful lunch prepared by the men and women of

Unity. Thank you to all of those that had a part

in that day.  

During the evening service on October 1st, 11

young people were baptized!  What a blessing it

was to see so many of our youth follow the

Lord’s direction and pledge their devotion to

Him through water baptism.  It was such an

exciting service for our church!

On Friday, Oct. 27th we held our fifth annual

Fall Festival Celebration/Trunk or Treat at the

church.  There were games and snacks and we

were able to share the gospel with over 100 chil

dren and their parents that may not have heard

it otherwise!  We want to thank Heather Wagner

for all of her hard work and planning, JoAnna

Smith for decorating so beautifully and all the

volunteers that participated that evening!

We honored our pastor and his wife with a gift

for Pastor Appreciation and a dinner the

evening of Oct. 29th.  We are so grateful for

them – the gift was just a small token of how

much we love them!  

We hope you have a wonderful fall season and

a happy Thanksgiving!

Eugene Crouch, Pastor

Angie Steitz, Reporter

MARYSVILLE (CENTRAL OHIO)

“Let us come before his presence with thanks
giving, and make a joyful noise unto him with
psalms.” Psalms 95:2

Our veterans were honored in a special service

Nov. 5th. Rev. Freddy Dutton preached in the

morning service. We thank the men and women

who served our country.

Our candlelight service will be Dec. 3rd at

6pm. This is a special service that everyone

enjoys. Dec. 9th at 4pm the ladies auxiliary will

sponsor the Christmas dinner for our church.

We are anticipating a good time of fellowship.

We are having our Christmas play Dec. 10th at

6pm. There will be food and fellowship after

wards. 

Dec.17th. at 11am  God’s Messengers will be

doing Christmas music in the service.

As we are nearing the end of another year, we

thank God for His bountiful blessings.

Paul Bogenrife, Pastor

Helen Murray, Reporter

MOUNT HOPE (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Mount Hope FWB Church.

We are very thankful for the watchful eye of the

Lord.  So thankful for His love, mercy and

amazing grace!  Each day is a blessing and we

are very blessed to have our Pastor Gary Selby.  

Please continue to remember our church mem

bers who are sick in your prayers, Sister Lena

Ruth, Sister Gwen Cooper, Sister Flo Loop and

Bro. Bob Branningan. 

Our church services are Sunday morning at

9:30 am and Sunday evening at 6:00 pm.  We

have Bible Study on Wednesday nights at 7:00

pm.

Until the next time, may the Lord keep you

and bless you.

Gary Selby, Pastor

Karen Charles, Reporter

COMMUNITY (CENTRAL OHIO)     

We had a very good homecoming service on

Oct. 8th. Bro. Aaron Quinn preached. His mes

sage was entitled “The Season of Life God Has

You In”. The message was from Ecc. 3:12. We

were fed spiritually and then fed by a great meal

from the ladies. 

Nov. 4th we hosted the Central Ohio

Conference. Our choir sang and the ladies pre

pared a great lunch for all in attendance. 

Nov. 10th, Bro. Jerry and Bro. Bill Jackson

will be singing at the Veteran’s Day Program at

Tolles Career and Technical Center. They will

be accompanied by Sis. Caryn Jackson on the

piano. The three teach at Tolles and it is an

honor for them to participate in this service.  

Our annual bonfire was a success. We had a

great attendance and the weather was perfect.

Our December will keep us quite busy. We will

go caroling Dec. 13th. We will meet at the

church at 6pm. Then we will sing to our shutins

and continue on to the nursing home in West

Jefferson. Sis Darlyn will have hot chocolate,

coffee and other goodies to warm us up. 

The youth group will be doing a Christmas

program entitled, “Go and Tell”. They may be

presenting their program on Dec. 17th or on

Christmas Eve. Our candlelight service will be

held Dec. 20th at 7pm. The choir will be singing

and Bro. Jerry will bring the message. This is

such a beautiful service and time of reflection. 

The year 2017 has left several of us saddened

with the loss of loved ones. We trust the Lord to

soften our grief. Oct. 30th, the Lord welcomed

home Sis. Phyllis Kelly. Sis. Phyllis was a

delight to all of us. Her smile was contagious

and lovely. Our condolences go out to her fam

ily. Sis. Phyllis’s memorial service will be

November 10th at our church. She will be

missed but we know where she is. 

God bless everyone and Merry Christmas and

happy 2018.    

Jerry Newman Pastor

A. Friend Reporter

MADISON (PORTER)

Our ladies had our meeting Sept. 14th. The

food was provided by Sister Emma Stevens and

the program was provided by Sister Pam Evans.

Ladies Night Out, which the men provided the

food and Pastor Rodney provided the tasks  for

the women to perform. The winner of the task

received their choice of a prize, which were fan

tastic. It was a great time for everyone.

Our schedule is picking up. Sept. 18–24th we

had revival.We had great singing and the mes

sages were fantastic. Monday and Tuesday

singing was provided by the Mt. Joy Boys. The

message was given by Jr. Wiley. On

Wednesday the message was provided by Bro.

John King and singing by the Family of God.

Chris Lawhun gave the message and Jones

Family sang Thursday. Dave and Dusty

Monroe were our guests on Friday and

Saturday. Bro. Dave gave the message both

nights and him and his wife, Dusty sang. We

had great services every evening. Sunday morn

ing we had a praise service, with singing by

Sonshine. The evening service preaching was

provided by our pastor, Rodney Evans and

singing was provided by our home talent. The

whole revival was very spiritual uplifting time

had by all, 

Our Old Fashioned Days was Oct. 15th, the

message was given by Brian Davis. After our

morning service we had lunch provided for

everyone to enjoy. Our own home talent provid

ed the singing. 

To round out the month of Oct. by our Fall

Festival–Cake Walk was on the 28th.

Unfortunately I did count the number of sweet

treats we had to walk for, but I can say there was

quite a few of them. We raised over four hun

dred dollars for the holidays to help needy fam

ilies with Thanksgiving.

Rodney Evans, Pastor

Tammy Martin, Reporter

REYNOLDSBURG (FRANKLIN)

“In all things give thanks, for he is good.”
We are blessed by God with His goodness and

mercy. We have been blessed to have some

wonderful services. Rev. James Blake brought

powerful, inspired messages, while Pastor

Jerry Sargent recovered from his hospital stay. 

Our youth group led a Sunday night service,

which included a skit, music from our praise

team, and a great lesson from Christopher Hall.

We are thankful for our youth group and their

desire to serve the Lord and spread the gospel.

JD and Breeana Webb, came and shared their

desire to go to the mission field of Brazil. They

were a blessing and we pray their efforts bring

many souls to the kingdom.

We wish all of our brothers and sisters in

Christ a blessed holiday season.

Jerry Sargent, Pastor

Jeannie Sargent, Reporter

SHELBY (NORTHERN OHIO)

There are many Scriptures that remind us of

the importance of friendships.  Proverbs tells us

that “ointment and perfume rejoice the heart; so
doth the sweetness of a man’s friend by hearty
counsel.” 
It seems the last two months have gone by

very quickly, but they have been two months of

much fellowship.   The Shelby youth group has

had a lot of activity – they recently took a trip to

Malabar Farms to spend some time hiking and

to take in the fall colors.   They also hosted a

Dizzy Sports Battle at one of the youth meet

ings (not sure who actually won, but apparently

they had fun) and took a Saturday to attend the

Northern Ohio Youth Camp rally.    They ended

October with a community Trunk or Treat

event.   The adults did get to spend some time

together as well, visiting Amish country in

October and just enjoying the friendship (and

food).   

Pastor Matt Pond preached a revival in

Wheelersburg the last week of October – and it

was a blessing to see a lady who gave her life to

Christ.   We also had the opportunity to end

October by hosting the Parsons Family from

Indiana, for both the Sunday morning and

Sunday evening services.  

As we head into the Thanksgiving season, we

have so many Godly friendships for which to be

thankful!

Matt Pond, Pastor

Heather Brown, Reporter
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FELLOWSHIP TRACT LEAGUE  

For all of your TRACT needs  

Call Rep. Tim Lapish at 1-614-937-
5746 or 

1-513-494-1075; 
Available for pulpit supply

timJL52@yahoo.com



FIRST CLYDE (CUYAHOGALORAIN)    

Greetings from Clyde FWB Church. Our

annual homecoming was held August 13th.

Preaching the word was Bro. Wayne Keith and

singing was done by In Spirit and Sister Sabra

Cummings. We all enjoyed the dinner and fel

lowship after the service. 

On August 27th  Bro. Gary Carlson was bap

tized here at our church. Also that Sunday Bro.

Gary and Sis. Charlotte Carlson took member

ship. 

Continue to pray for all the lost souls in the

world and those who are sick and unable to get

out and attend church.  “As we have therefore
opportunity, let us do good unto all men, espe
cially unto them who are of the household of
faith.” Galatians 6:10      

Keep on serving the Lord!

Roger Rollins, Pastor   

Linda Harmon, Reporter

ROSEDALE (CAPITAL CITY)

The new year is fast approaching, we are excit

ed to see what God has in store for us in the

coming year.  We are looking forward to break

ing ground for our new building, a way to reach

out to our youth in our church and in the com

munity.  God has a plan for us, going without a

pastor for two years, struggling somewhat. God

has blessed us with a pastor, associate pastor

and their families who have a passion for our

church to see the lost saved and who support

and go above and beyond to insure they know

they are our church of today.

Our annual hog roast was very successful this

year. We were able to see a lot of lost family

members there and were hopefully able to plant

some seeds in them and let them know that we,

as a church, love them and are always praying

for them.  A lot of volunteers put in an extreme

amount of time to insure this is a great success

and as always, they never fail to provide.

Pastor Appreciation was held Oct. 14th.

Words are never adequate in to expressing to

them just how much we appreciate our pastor,

associate pastor and their families.  Our youth

choir, known as our J.A.M Choir sang for

them, a special slide show was presented along

with gifts.  We could never really express our

gratitude, hopefully we are able to show them

throughout the year how much we care, not just

on this day.  

Looking forward to our upcoming candlelight

service, communion and feetwashing service

and our Christmas play in December.    We

always try and start out the holidays with spe

cial reminders of how great our God really is.  

Please keep Him in the center of your church

and your lives this holiday season.

Never fail to pray for our pastors and their

families throughout the year.

Jason Meade, Pastor

Bev Fraley, Reporter

SWAUGER VALLEY (PINE CREEK)

Thankful – Grateful Blessed in the Valley!  It

is with grateful hearts we worship and serve the

Lord at Swauger Valley, for the Lord is good

and His mercies are new every morning.  Lives

have been changed, souls have been saved and

we have all grown through the messages from

the Lord by our Pastor Mike Simpson, Youth

Pastor Scott Brafford and Brian Munion.  We

have also enjoyed sweet fellowship in the Lord

during many events including homecoming, our

annual fall outing, ladies meetings, youth and

youth activities and the annual community out

reach in our Back to School Bash.  

Upcoming plans to serve is the annual

Thanksgiving Dinner, serving those in need in

our community.  You won’t want to miss this

year’s Christmas production, “Word Became
Flesh” on Sunday evening, Dec. 17th at 7:00

pm.  We will also be holding our bimonthly

Senior Luncheon on Friday, Dec. 1st and Feb.

2nd.

Mike Simpson, Pastor

Laura Simpson, Reporter
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Central Ohio
November 18 Capital City Conference meeting at Centerburg FWB, Mark Tuggle, Pastor 

December 9 Franklin Conference meeting at Williams Road FWB, Louis Nettleton, Pastor

Northern Ohio
November 18 Northern Ohio Conference meeting at Dean Road FWB, Earl Tackett, Pastor

Southern Ohio
November 11 SouthCentral Conference meeting at Puritan FWB, Jamie Fortner, Pastor

November 11 Pine Creek Conference meeting at Union FWB, Zack Conkel, Pastor

November 18 Porter Conference meeting at Madison FWB, Rodney Evans, Pastor 

Western Ohio
December 2 North & Western Conference meeting at McGuffey FWB, Don Webb, Pastor C
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Co-op 
Supports

ALL
Our

Ministries!

Remember to keep Christ in CHRISTmas!

In 2014, the Free Will Baptist Historical Commission

began the task of creating a digital archive of minutes

from national, state, district, and quarterly meetings. 

Over time these valuable records are being added to

www.FWBHistory.com, made available to everyone in

searchable PDF format.

But we need your help! Gaps still remain in the collec

tions. To donate books or records, or to allow the com

mission to scan and return your documents, please con

tact commission chairman, Robert E. Picirilli: 

repicrilli@comcast.net. Let’s work together to preserve

the amazing Free Will Baptist story for the next genera

tion.

www.FWBHistory.com



PLEASANT HILL (CENTRAL OHIO)

All praise, honor and glory to our Savior! We

have been blessed with new people coming to

our church. We give thanks to God for them.

Our pastor, Rev. Bob Franklin has been

preaching soul searching messages. Many of

our congregation have come ot the altar for var

ious reasons. We have had one saved and four

baptized in October.

We have been busy with the following activi

ties. We had Old Fashion Day on Oct. 1st and

on Oct. 6th we participated in “First Friday” in

downtown Delaware. There were activities for

the children and church bulletins and flyers

were handed out. We had a hayride and chili

cookoff on Oct. 7th at Carroll and Betty

Brown’s house. On Oct 14th we had a pizza

party sponsored by the “First Friday” Outreach.

We had Trunk or Treat for the kids Oct. 25th.

Please continue to pray for our church as we

endeavor to reach out to our community.

Bob Franklin, Pastor

Marjorie Abrams, Reporter

HARRISON (PORTER ASSOCIATION)

We are truly thankful for the variety of ways to

serve Christ, His Church, and to advance His

kingdom. One of those has been through the

ministry of Operation Christmas Child. We are

also grateful for the opportunity to have served

as an official dropoff location for the past 10

years.

We were glad to have Nathan Snow (mission

ary to Japan) with us on October 1st for our

morning and evening services. Nathan and his

wife, Linda, have served in Japan 25 years. 

We also had Gardner Dunham with us on

October 29th to represent Gideons

International, as they continue to be dedicated

to making the Word of God available to every

one and reaching souls for Christ.

The Ohio Ministers Trio will be with us on

Sunday morning and evening, November 19th,

with Tom Dooley and Bill Pitts preaching. The

morning service will also be our OCC box ded

ication. 

We also look forward to the church family

coming together for communion & washing of

the saint’s feet Nov. 12th and our Thanksgiving

Celebration on Tuesday, November 21st, at 7

p.m. The Lore Family will also be with us for

our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 6

p.m. “Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable
[indescribable] gift!” (2 Cor. 9:15).

Mike Mounts, Pastor

FAITH (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

God’s blessing to all. It is such a beautiful time

of year, when God really shows His handiwork.

“O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good:
for his mercy endureth forever.” Psalm 107:1

On Sept. 14th our seniors (young at heart)

enjoyed a good day in the Amish country.

Two of our church members lost their mothers

in September, Ron LaCourse and Nita Stewart.

Remember their families in prayer. 

On Oct. 15th, Bro. Johnny Dunlap lost his

motherinlaw. She was a good Christian lady

(Sis. Eve Zimmerman).

The Lord blessed us to enlarge our parking lot.

Sis. Carolyn Roark is in rehab. She will be

going home soon. Pray for her.

We had Pastor Appreciation on Oct. 8th. We

enjoyed fellowship and meal after the evening

service. Sis. Christine Rhodes and her family

always does a good job organizing this. We

appreciate our church and all our workers.

We had a guest speaker, Leslie McMahan

Oct. 22nd in the pm service. Bro. Wade

Spencer was with us on Nov. 5th in our evening

service.

Enjoy God’s blessings and beauty.

Lester McMahan, Pastor

Geraldine McMahan, Reporter
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There is still time to sign up!

Ohio Men’s
Retreat

January 18-20, 2018
Heartland Retreat Center

Marengo, Ohio

Cost $120 to register before January 5th 
$140 to register after January 5th  

Includes five meals, eight great services and two
night’s stay

Troy

Sadowski

Jason 

Meade

Curtis

Booth

Eugene

Crouch

Dan Whisner

Are you receiving the

If you like to begin receiving all the Ohio FWB News, just
send your email address to

ehayes@ambassadorbible.com

For more information, visit

www.OhioFWB.org

From Your Staff at
the Ohio State

Association Office
& Ambassador

Bookstore


