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oday when we are attempting to determine truth

and reality in our courts, we use people’s testi

monies.  People who are eye witnesses are the best.

Those who were able to observe with their own eyes the

event, are able to give an actual account of what happened.

There were eye witnesses at the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.

They saw what happened that day and if we listen closely

to their testimonies, it will give us a great perspective of

what happened and it’s significance.

The Testimony of Pilate
The first testimony is that of Pilate the Roman Governor in

Jerusalem. He was the man that represented the greatest

political and military power in the whole world.

The Jewish leaders brought Jesus to Pilate for judge

because they did not have the authority to have Jesus exe

cuted. They brought the accusation that Jesus was present

ing Himself as a king that would rival the Romans. That is

a charge they thought they could make stick.

Pilate interrogated Jesus and asked Him about the charge

of making Himself King.  Jesus told Pilate that His king

dom was not of this world.  After spending some time with

Jesus, he came before the crowd and exclaimed, “I find no
fault in him.” In fact he gave the verdict three times! No

fault!

Even with this verdict however, he still allowed the reli

gious leaders to pressure him to send Jesus to the cross.

Pilate finally consented, but attempted to wash his hands

of the whole incident with the words, “I am innocent of the
blood of this just person: see ye to it.”

His testimony was clear that he found no fault in Jesus!

The Testimony of the Thief
After Jesus was beaten and scorned, He arrived at the

cross. He was going to have some company on that dark

day. There were two thieves who would be crucified along

with Him. Jesus was placed on the middle cross.  A multi

tude of mockery was directed at Christ as the crowd

heaped on the insults and scorn.  

For a while, both thieves joined in the mockery. One of the

thieves challenged Jesus to prove who He said He was by

coming down from the cross and releasing him and his

friend.  The other thief, however had a change of heart and

rebuked his friend, proclaiming that they were both guilty

and deserved to be there. Then he testified of four things

about Jesus. First, he testified that Jesus had not done any

thing wrong, that He was innocent of the charges against

Him. Secondly, he testified that Jesus was a king who pos

sessed a kingdom. Thirdly, he testified that Jesus’ kingdom

was greater than death and finally he testified that Jesus

could save him!  

Considering everything, this was an amazing testimony.

How did he know Jesus was innocent? How did he know

that Jesus was a king?  He sure didn’t look like a king on

that day! How did he know that Jesus’ kingdom was

greater than death? How did he know Jesus would save

him?  This thief must have heard about the Lord and what

He taught. He simply took Jesus at His word and reached

out  at the last minute to Him in faith with the words,

“Lord remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom?”
Jesus did not disappoint him.  He invited him in to His

kingdom that day! This thief’s worst day in his life became

his best day! What a powerful testimony!

The Testimony of the Centurion
The third testimony came from a Roman Centurion.  He

was one of those on duty that day to oversee the crucifica

tion.  No doubt, he had performed this woeful duty many

times. He had probably witnessed many cursing criminals

and defiant rebels executed, but this day was different.

From Jesus he did not hear any cursing or perceive any

fear. He watched Jesus receive all the unmerciful treatment

and scorn from the crowd and patiently endured it all. He

was truly in control of the whole situation.

As the end drew near, he no doubt heard Jesus release

His spirit and commend Himself into His Father’s hands.

He felt the earthquake and experienced the extreme dark

ness over the land.

He was so impressed with what he saw that exclaimed,

“Truly this was the Son of God.” What an amazing testi

mony from a very unusual source!

The Testimony of Nicodemus &

Joseph of Arimathaea
The last testimony came from some religious leaders who

evidently believed on Christ, but had not come out publi

cally and made themselves known. But on this day they

came forward in Christ’s darkest hour, to reveal them

selves as believer in Jesus by asking for His body to pre

pare it for burial.

What could have drawn them out?  Why then?  These men

were opposite of the disciples who were not afraid to own

Jesus in His life, but deserted Him in His death.  But

Nicodemus and Joseph who didn’t openly follow Jesus in

His life, came forward to identify with Him in His death.  

Could it have been the Godly conduct of Jesus while being

treated so viciously and mean?  Asking His Father to for

give His tormenters?  Could it have been the gracious invi

tation given to the thief to join Him in paradise?  Could it

have been the unfair actions of the religious leaders that

they could no longer stand to be associated with? Could it

have been the earthquake? Could it have been the dark

ness? Could it have been a combination of all these fac

tors?

Whatever the reason these men came forward to identify

themselves with Jesus the Son of God. This act of devotion

to Christ would mark them for the rest of their lives.  No

doubt from this time on, this testimony would change their

lives forever.

We have heard the testimonies at the cross.  We have heard

from Pilate, the thief, the centurion and Nicodemus and

Joseph.  They all gave testimony to the truth of who Jesus

is.  Now it is our turn, what is our testimony at the cross?

Edwin Hayes
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2018 Ohio Men’s Retreat Report

On January 1820, 2018 300 men came to the Heartland Retreat Center

experience what God had in store for them at the annual Ohio Men’s

Retreat.

Thursday, January 18th
The first service was held in the afternoon with Ohio Promotional Secretary Edwin Hayes

greeting the men.  Bro. Bryon Justice of Canaan FWB in Creston led the music for the serv

ices with Bro. David Crank playing the keyboard.  Bro. Don Chadwick, accompanied by

Rev. Kyle Chadwick from the North FWB Church in Columbus provided the special music.

Rev. Jason Meade, pastor of the Rosedale FWB Church brought the message, “Not a Fair

Fight” from I Samuel 17:12.  In this sermon, Bro. Jason used the challenge that David gave to

Israel about confronting the enemy.  He said that many times as we battle Satan that we should

“Throw the first punch!” After the service, Missionaries Tom Jones (PA), Scott Wisniewski

(Bellfontaine, Oh), and Nathan Snow (Japan) and gave reports on their ministries, Bro. Sam

McVay gave greetings from the International Mission Department and Ohio Missionary

Travis McKenzie gave an update on the new work in Ashland, Ohio.  

That evening, the men assembled for the second service.   The special singing was provided

by Bro. John Castle and the Rittman Community FWB Church.  Director of the Ohio

Legislative Watch Dan Whisner began a series of messages concerning, “Imparting Spiritual

Gifts” from Romans 1:813. In this series Pastor Dan let us know the value and importance of

the gifts we can impart to other believers. 

After the service, Missionaries J.D. Webb (Brazil), Tyler Penn (IL) and Darrell Grimes

(Erie, PA) gave updates on their works.

When we dismissed the service, the Ohio Men’s Choir under the direction of Bro. Bryon

Justice formed and practiced.  The men enjoyed fellowship, recreation and music throughout

the retreat center.

Friday, January 19th
In the first service on Friday morning, Harrison Pastor Mike Mounts, and New Road Pastor

Tom Dooley provided the special music and Gahanna Pastor Curtis Booth preached the mes

sage, “What is Wrong With God?” from Jeremiah 2:5 which challenged the men to trust and

believe in God’s goodness even in difficult situations.  

The second service that morning began with  Luke Grimes from the Flagship Church provid

ing the special music. Bro. Dan Whisner then preached on the subject, "Established

Platforms" from Philippians 3. He made the point that we must build our lives and ministries

on the platforms God has established.    

We gave attendance awards Friday afternoon.  The first category, “Most First Time Attendees”

the Faith Chapel Church pastored by Bruce Copley won first place by bringing nine new

attendees!  The Rosedale Church, pastored by Jason Meade came in second place with seven

new attendees and the Southwest Church pastored by John Meade came in third place with

four new attendees. 

In the second category, “Most Men Attending in Relation to Church Membership” the

Rosedale Church pastored by Jason Meade won first place with 33% of their membership in

attendance.  The Antioch Church pastored by Rick Henderson came in second place with

27.2% and the Hi Point Church pastored by Scott Wisniewski came in third place with

23.5%.

In the final category, “Most Men in Attendance”, the Rosedale Church pastored by Jason

Meade won with 25 men in attendance. The Canaan Church pastored by Mike Gladson came

in second place with 24 men in attendance. Third place was won by the Southwest Church

pastored by John Meade with 20 in attendance.

In the afternoon service the Ohio Men’s Choir under the direction of Bro.  Bryon Justice

provided the special music. This was the largest choir we have had and they did a wonderful

job! Former Georgia All American and 10 Year NFL player Troy Sadowski gave his testimo

ny of how God had changed his life.  We had a question and answer period afterwards. 

The Representatives from Canaan FWB in Creston provided a concert before the evening

service. They also provided the special music for the service.  

Dan Whisner preached a message on, “The Power of Praise. He showed

the importance of praising and depending on God and not ourselves.  

Ohio Moderator Mark Price dismissed the men to their individual meetings in the dorm

rooms.  These services are a very special time of sharing and bonding the men enjoy yearly at

the retreat. There was sharing together, singing, preaching and praying in the rooms. 

Saturday, January 20th
In the first morning service, Bryon Justice led the music and Mansfield Pastor Mark Bailey

sang. Unity Pastor Eugene Crouch preached the message, “Follow Me and I will Make You”

from Mark 1:1618. This message showed us how that if we follow Christ’s leadership we will

be better men, fathers and husbands.

In the last service, Jimmy Swank from Canaan provided the special music and Dan Whisner

preached the final message of the retreat.  In his message “Change” from Romans 1:8, he

challenged the men to be in a place that would allow God to use them.

We thank the Lord for once again making His presence felt throughout the retreat. He truly

answered our prayer! We are thankful of what the He is doing for our men through this min

istry!

Edwin Hayes
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March 6 Samantha FWB AM Service, Wiley Perkins, Pastor

March 11 Southwest FWB AM Service, John Meade, Pastor

March 13 Ohio Budget Committee Meeting

March 18 Beech Grove SS & AM Service, Joe Pinkerton, Pastor

April 11 North FWB Revival, Bill Chadwick, Pastor

April 15 Community FWB AM Service, Jerry Newman, Pastor

May 6 Sciotodale FWB AM & PM Services, Aaron Reed, Pastor

Secretary’s Schedule

Together We Can

Continued on next

column

In the next issue, we will have Part 2 of the Culture Wars.



OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 3

Attention: Ambassador Reporters

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE!
The deadline for the 

May-June Issue will be 
Noon, May 1st



DAILYVILLE (FRANKLIN)

Since our last article our church has accepted

several new members. The last one was Martha

Blake.

Our church has completed much needed

repairs and updates thanks mainly to the men

and women of our church.

We are planning a spring revival, but we do

not have the date set yet.

Pete Dunn, Pastor

Jim Henry, Reporter

CLEVELAND (CUYAHOGA LORAIN)

“Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is
God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant
and mercy with them that love him and keep his
commandments to a thousand generations;”
Deuteronomy 7:9

In December 2008, Bro. Marco awoke from a

deep sleep and became fully alert as Pastor

Prichard shared the Scriptures with him leading

him to a saving knowledge of God’s redemptive

plan. He began to study the Bible and a few

years ago became the Adult Sunday School

teacher. He devoted his time to studying

Scripture and was always well prepared for his

Sunday school class. Cleveland FWB Church

has been greatly blessed and benefited by his

teaching. Bro. Marco has always been very

careful to correctly interpret scriptures and

rightly apply the principles of God’s Word.

After a long road of health issues, Bro. Marco

was called home to be with the Lord February

13th. His favorite quote that he ended every les

son with: “God always keeps His promises!” 

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain: for the former things are passed
away.” Revelation 21:4 

Please continue to pray for our congregation

and Pastor Prichard and Sis. Lona.

Robert L. Prichard, Pastor

Kimberly R. Young, Reporter  

LIBERTY (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings from Liberty FWB Church!

Spring has finally arrived; it’s a time of renew

al with springtime comes Easter a time where

God sent His only Son to die for our sins so we

can walk in the newness of life.

We have exciting news. Bro. Brandon

Henderson announced his call to preach. 

Our time at Barberton East Elm. School (Good

News Bible Club) is coming to an end. We are

so thankful for what the Lord has done. When

we began the program, we had no students

signed up. The Lord blessed us with 32 children

and one accepted the Lord as her Savior. 

We are still rejoicing about our annual youth

rally that was held on Feb 24th. The theme was

“Empty Me.” It was a great day of fellowship

with other churches with games, a spiritual

service, and message by Bro. Chad Booth. 

We also have a few exciting events that are

coming up in the upcoming months. In March

Bro. Matt Angle will be preaching our Good

Friday Service at 7:00pm. We will also be hav

ing sunrise service that will begin at 6:30am and

morning worship will begin at 11am Easter

Sunday. We are also excited to announce our

spring revival will be held April 1620th

(MondayFriday) services will be 7:00pm

nightly. Our guest evangelists will be Bro.

Aaron Boggs and Bro. Cody Zorn. There will

be special singing nightly. We are also excited

to announce All In Rallies Church Camp will be

held June 48th. The theme for the youth camp

will be “Finish Well”. (1 Corinthians 5:9).

There is always something exciting and new

happening here at Liberty just as our life with

Christ should be. We should never cease to

thank Him and praise Him for all that He does.

Until next time.

Cecil Farmer, Pastor

Chelsea Pomeroy, Reporter

FIRST SPRINGFIELD (FRANKLIN)

Matthew 19:14 “But Jesus said Suffer little
children and forbid them not to come to me for
such is the kingdom of heaven.”
Hello everyone. 

For our January starting and staying so cold,

February helped us feel warm and blessed.  

Adam and Rachelle McCarty welcomed a new

baby girl.  Gracelyn Lee McCarty was born

February 1st. Not only is she a blessing to her

mommy, daddy and big brother Gavi,  she is a

blessing to our church and we thank the Lord

for her. 

We were also blessed to have David and

Angie Outlaw visit us. David told us about

their family and their missionary work. David

also preached the sermon in the AM service. We

thank God for  people like Angie and David and

pray the Lord keeps blessing them also. 

May the Lord bless and keep you and yours in

his loving arms. 

Mark Rucker, Pastor

Linda O’Neal, Reporter

MCGUFFEY (NORTH & WESTERN)

“This is the day which the Lord hath made; we
will rejoice and be glad in it.” Ps. 118:24.

Greetings from McGuffey FWBC!  Spring and

Easter are just around the corner and we are all

rejoicing, looking forward to warmer weather

and the Easter holiday, knowing that without the

death of our Savior, none of us could live again!

Our little church had a water line freeze and

break a few weeks ago.  It did a lot of damage

to the ceiling and floor but God took good care

of us.  The cost of repairs was covered by insur

ance and God even made sure we had a place to

worship Him while our chapel was being

repaired.  God is good, all the time!  Many

thanks also to Pastor Don Webb for overseeing

each step of the repairs, witnessing to each and

every worker, inviting each one to church!

Sunday, February 25th was the 100th birthday

of our oldest member, Emma Spradlin.  She is a

faithful sister in Christ, continuing to sing for

God, even in the nursing home.

We wish everyone a blessed Easter holiday

season and rejoice at the thought of Jesus being

lifted up, high and holy!

Don Webb, Pastor

Sue Smith, Reporter

NEW HOPE (PORTER)

What a mighty God we serve! Here at New

Hope we have been rejoicing over the many

prayers that God has answered in such a won

derful way! We praise Him and thank Him for

His continued blessings on our church! Even in

the midst of a lot of sickness within our church

family these past two months and with the

unpredictable weather causing us to have to

cancel or postpone some of our services, God

has been so faithful.  

We are looking forward to spring and most of

all to celebrating the Resurrection!  We have

several special services planned in the months

to come.  Looking forward to what the Lord has

in store for New Hope!

George Grice, Pastor

Lena Grice, Reporter

BEECH GROVE (FRANKLIN)

We were discussing Easter plans with every

one at our church, breakfast, then Easter servic

es seemed to be the general consensus since we

are few in numbers. Easter, when Christ our

Lord came up from the grave: not dead but

alive! The Easter plans are still being made. I

wanted special singing because I won’t be able

to play the piano that Sunday.

The Beech Grove Church is pleased to

announce that Rev. Edwin Hayes will be the

special speaker in the morning service at

10:45am on March 18th. We will also be listen

ing to Evangelist Tim Case on Sunday, April

15th in the morning and evening services,

10:45am and 6:00pm.

Our church appreciates everything people do

to help us with the physical upkeep of the

church grounds. In the frozen earth our mailbox

was knocked down and had to be replaced. Our

trustee dug the hole on that one beautiful day

when it was almost 60 degrees and now we

have a new mailbox.

We have been doing a lot of praying for peo

ple, the ill and the lost people who do not under

stand what it is they are missing in their lives.

We are praying especially for those who cannot

get out to attend church. The church has been

praying Rev. Billy Graham’s family over his

death at age 99 years. He’s at home with our

Father in heaven. I used to hear this phrase

often, “God is just a prayer away.

Joseph Pinkerton, Pastor

Gloria Kidder, Reporter
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Bethlehem Without Pastor

Blackfork Without Pastor

Eifort                           Without Pastor

Faith Fellowship Mike Maurice

Newark Without Pastor

Summit Station Without Pastor

Zion #3 Without Pastor

Pastor
Changes

Church 
News

Travis McKenzie, Ohio Home Missionary to

Ashland, Ohio
A time of encouragement and renewing,

As winter throws its last few punches at Ohio, we are using the

opportunity of mostly staying indoors to renew strength and gain

encouragement for the ministry here in Ashland. In January, we

were blessed to attend the Ohio Men’s Retreat in Marengo.

There, we were encouraged as several pastors and fellow

Christian brothers gave positive words of support. The messages

from the pulpit were both challenging and strengthening. This

past week, North American Ministries in Nashville, Tennessee hosted a semiannual church

planter’s summit. While there, we received several great ideas on how to further impact our

mission field and better serve the people God has entrusted to us. In a world of isolation and

abandonment, we are blessed to have this type of support from both a state and national level

within the National association of Free Will Baptists. This makes me proud of the Free Will

Baptist denomination and what we are doing collectively to further the cause of Christ in the

world.

One thing I was reminded of over these past couple of months was that “we can often be

encouraged when we encourage others.” This idea prompted a sanctity of human life service

in early January. We had two special guests that day; one guest was the Ashland Pregnancy

Care Center’s (APCC) Executive Director, Melanie Miller. She shared with our congregation

the work of the APCC within Ashland, Ohio and challenged the congregation to support the

APCC through a Baby Bottle campaign. We were blessed to raise a special loveoffering that

morning to add to the monthly support we give to the organization. We were also blessed to

encourage a family from Wisconsin, the Salcherts, who foster and adopt hospice babies. Their

testimony of love and compassion for these helpless little ones spoke to our hearts and we

were also able to help them with a special loveoffering as well.  Most recently in February,

we were honored to have missionaries we support monthly in Brazil, JD and Breeana Webb.

They shared in worship and then we were honored to collect a special offering to help them

prepare for the mission that lays ahead.

As I think about how God is using Compassion Church to reach and encourage other min

istries and those who are in need, I’m reminded of our mission statement “Reaching others

through Christ, so we may reach others for Christ!” When we drew up this mission statement

to guide the path of ministry, we never imagined how the mission would be carried out. God

is blessing in ways we cannot even begin to describe. We know that all this is possible because

of your faithful support. I want to encourage you to please keep the mission work in Ashland,

Ohio in your prayers. If you would like to know more about the Compassion Church ministry,

look us up on Facebook at compassionfwb.  If there is ever a way we may be an encourage

ment to you, please feel free to contact us through email at: pastort@compassionfwb.com or

just call: (419) 5668487. God bless!

In Christ’s service,

Travis McKenzie 



Louella Conley was

born October 29, 1925 in

Johnson County, Ky and

passed away December

27th in Columbus. She is

preceded in death by her

parents, Aubry and Mary

Hayes, husband Randuf

Conley, daughter, Peggy

Conley, granddaughter, Becky Slane, great

grandson Quincy Hart, brother, Billy (Goldie)

Hayes. Survived by sons, Randell (Sharon)

Conley, Barry (Marcy) Conley; daughter, Shelia

(Rick) Braid; granddaughters, Gina (Jeremy)

Turner, Kristie Sisson, Amy (Rob) Held,

Heather Hart, and Cortney (Nick) Graves;

grandsons, Randy (Stacy) Conley, Adam

(Susie) Conley, Jason Conley, and Dennis

Conley; sister, Grace (Willard) Troutman; 15

great grandchildren and one great great grand

child. Numerous nieces, nephews, cousins and

many friends. Louella was a homemaker who

loved quilting, gardening, canning and baking.

She was also involved in various church activi

ties at Westerville FWB Church. 

Her service was held January 8th in

Westerville.

Rev. Emil Carl Cartee,

80, of Wheelersburg,

passed away Tuesday,

January 9th at SOMC ER

in Portsmouth. Emil was

born June 23, 1937 in

Portsmouth to the late

Forrest Wallace and Susie

L. Dutiel Cartee. He

retired from Ironton Iron as a grinder. He was

also a pastor at Mt. Hope, Coalton and

Dogwood Ridge FWB Churches. He was a US

Army veteran of the Vietnam War. In addition to

his parents he was preceded in death by his wife

Betty Jean Sizemore Cartee, October 2, 2014

whom he married September 12, 1960 in

Wheelersburg; a son, Dennis Cartee; a brother,

Gary Cartee; three sisters, Faye Cartee, Lorrena

Henry and Wilma Gifford and a great grandson,

Bo Cartee. Emil is survived by a son, Rick

Cartee; a daughter, Rebecca (Mark) Stapleton; a

brother, Harold Cartee; daughterinlaw, Carol

Cartee; three sisters, Hazel Blackburn, Phyllis

Micucci and Mary Brannigan; six grandchil

dren, Nathan, Nicholas, Ashlee, Chelsee,

Ashton, and Hank; three great grandchildren,

Daxton, Ashlyn and Remington. 

His funeral services were held January 12th in

Wheelersburg with Pastor Dan King officiating. 

Ronald Lee "Ron" Morris, 48, passed away

January 8th at Riverside Hospital. Preceded in

death by grandparents Ester Morris and Lucille

Hood Morris, Clarence Sargent, and Mable

Conley Sargent. Survived by father and step

mother, Ervin (Peggy) Morris; mother, Joan

Morris (From North FWB); children,

Christopher (Erica) Morris, Cory (Alise)

Morris, Sierra (Nick) Parton, Austria Morris

and Austin Morris; 6 grandchildren; siblings,

Angela (Bill) Yates and Robert Morris; 1

nephew; 3 great nieces and nephews. 

His service was held at the North FWB

Church. Rev. William Chadwick officiating.

Rev. Darell “Keith”

Burt, age 66 of

Columbus, formerly of

Hamilton,  went to be

with our Lord January

16th.  He was born

September 16, 1951 to

the late Earl and Joan

Burt.  He was an

ordained FWB Minister for 38 years.  He was

preceded in death by his son Brian, brothers

Larry and Jerry, and sister Marilyn.  Survivors

include his wife of 46 years Anna Burt; children

Andrew Burt  and Jaclyn Burt; daughterinlaw

Patty Burt; grandchildren Darell (Jessica), Cory,

Cassady, Faythe, Jonathan and Drew; brothers

Bill (Carol), Joe (Paula), Bobby (Diane) and

Ronnie; sisters Erlene and Cindy (Nick).  

His service was held January 20th in Grove

City, with Rev. Curtis Booth officiating.  

Earl Sparks, a deacon a the Emmanuel FWB

Church was born on June 19, 1927 and passed

away on Thursday, January 11, 2018.

Earl was a resident of Walbridge, Ohio at the

time of passing.

Funeral services were held January 14th at

noon in the funeral home. Burial will follow at

Lake Township Cemetery.

Rev. James C.

Thacker, age 94, of

Columbus, passed

away peacefully at

home on January 19th.

Born in Fishtrap,

Kentucky, WWII vet

eran, and 27 year

employee of White

Westinghouse where

he gave his life to the Lord on April 18, 1961.

He was a dedicated servant of Columbus First

FWB Church for half a century. Preceded in

death by his wife Mary Magdalene, his son

James Michael, his parents and his siblings. 

Survived by daughterinlaw, Sandra Thacker;

beloved nieces and nephews, Glen (Debbie)

Mullins, Bobby (Mike) Goodfleisch, Sarah

Kerwood; granddaughters, Karen Hobor and

Nikki (Lance) Golden; five greatgrandchildren

and three greatgreatgrandchildren. HOME AT

LAST. 

His funeral service was held January 26th with

Rev. Edwin Hayes officiating. 

Rev. Don Eddie Back Sr., 68, of Columbus,

passed away January 15th. Don was born April

1, 1949 in Logan, West Virginia. He is preceded

in death by the late Patrick and Jarlene Back. 

Survived by his loving wife of 47 years,

Charlene (Spaulding) Back, son Eddy Back Jr.

(Lee Anne), and son Rev. Michael Back

(Christina) of Columbus, His sister Patty Cain

(Gene) of Grove City, and sister Linda Rayburn

(Clyde) of Columbus. Grandchildren Kayla,

Taylor (Jacob), Samantha, Moriah, Justin,

Michael, Jayden, Raelynn, and Freyah. Many

nieces, Paula (John), Rachel, Jane (Josh),

Ashley, and many great nieces and nephews. 

Loving father, papaw, and pastor of Hilock

Fellowship Church of 44 years, he devoted his

life to bettering the community and those clos

est to him, we should always remember him for

his servants heart. Although his wings were

ready, and our hearts were not, he is now fish

ing down by the river of life forever. As he put

it, “If I fail you’ll love me, and if you fail I’ll

love you.”

The funeral was held January 20th and offici

ated by Paul Messer of Marrowbone Creek,

WV. at Hilock Fellowship Church. 

Vernal Fairchild, 79, of

Springfield, went to his

heavenly home on

January 23rd. He was

born on February 28,

1938 in Morgan County,

KY to the late Roy and

Bessie (Brown) Fairchild.

He was a member of the

South Charleston FWB Church. Survivors

include his wife, Marjorie (Risner) Fairchild;

four children, Deborah (Keith) McDermott,

Terry (Lisa) Fairchild, Dean Fairchild and

Chassity (Travis) Brugler, all of Springfield;

two sisters, Dorothy Boisel and Wilma (Johnny)

Sexton; two brothers, Lawrence Fairchild and

James (Vickie) Fairchild; 9 grandchildren,

Shane (Leslie) McDermott, Kyle McDermott,

Justin McDermott, Coty (Lydia) Hamilton,

Adrian Cotton, Hannah Cotton, Bricen Brugler,

Addison Brugler and Avery Brugler; two great

grandchildren, Mason and Eli McDermott;

numerous nieces and nephews; and special

friend of the family, David Besecker. He was

preceded in death by his parents; and five broth

ers, Edward, Silven, Roy, Jr., Wilburn and

Ernest. 

Hi funeral was held January 27th in West

Liberty, KY.

Kathryn A. Rapp, 91, of

Piketon,  passed away on

February 6th at Traditions

at Bristol Village, Waverly.

She was born January 1,

1927 in Dailyville, daugh

ter of the late James Roy

and Tillie Belle Walker

Dixon.  On October 11,

1946 Kathryn was united in

marriage to Charles L. Rapp who survives.

Also surviving are son, Ben Rapp and wife

Doris of Waverly, daughter, Anita Zimmerman

and husband Larry of Waverly; four grandchil

dren, Jim Rapp and wife Lois, Doug Rapp and

wife Malin, Cassandra McGowan and husband

Shane and Candace Cox and husband Tim;

great grandchildren, J.B. Rapp, Desmond Rapp,

Paige Lamb and husband Matt, Hunter

McGowan and wife McKayla, Skylar

McGowan, Alexandria Robinson and husband

Bryan and Morgan Cox; great great grandchil

dren, Keelan Lamb, Ali Lamb, Jake Lamb,

Kayde McGowan and Brexley Robinson; broth

er, Sherman Dixon of Circleville, Ohio and sis

ter Marilyn Kemper of Ashland, Ohio.  In addi

tion to her parents, Kathryn was preceded in

death by a brother, Victor Dixon.

Kathryn was a retired Executive Vice

President of Waverly State Bank, a member of

Dailyville FWB Church where she played the

piano for 75 years and a member of Dailyville

Women’s Auxiliary.

Funeral services were held February 10th at

with Pastor Pete Dunn officiating.

Janet Gail Gilman

Shrewsbury was born

March 9, 1947 in Lenore,

WV to Burl and Gracie

Bartram Gilman and passed

away, Feb. 12th. She was

raised and schooled in

Lenore, graduating with the

high school class of 1964.

Janet obtained her associate degree, from

Beacon College in Georgia, through their

C.L.S.T. program. She married the love of her

life Arnold Shrewsbury April 18, 1965 and they

would spend a lifetime together as loving

spouses, parents, and disciples in the ministry.

She worked for the State of Ohio in several

departments. She served as the Executive

Director for Mission Carthage. It was her com

passion, loving nature and caring that exempli

fied her love for the Carthage community. If

Carthage and Panola County had a face to rep

resent its caring nature, it would be the face of

Janet Shrewsbury, she fed the hungry, cared for

the addicted, always putting needs of others

before her own. Janet authored two books

“Shadows Over The Steeple” and “Set Free”.

She is preceded in death by her brother, Troy

Mayhon.

Mrs. Shrewsbury is survived by her loving

husband, Rev. Arnold Shrewsbury of Carthage,

son, Stephen Arnold Shrewsbury and wife Mary

of Bradenton, FL, daughter, Kelly Jean

Robinson and husband Woody of Carthage, six

grandchildren, two great grandchildren, numer

ous other relatives and a host of friends.

Her service was held February 17, 2018 at the

Southside Baptist Church with the Shrewsbury

Family officiating.

Rev. Vergel Amos

Maness, 80, of

Richmond, entered

Eternal Rest Feb. 8th.

He was the son of the

late Loice and Martha

Maness and was preced

ed in death by his

daughter, Katherine

Maness; and his brother,

Jonney Maness. He is survived by his loving

wife, Alyne Maness; sons, Jonathen and Vergel;

grandchildren, Vergel Allen Maness, Joshua

Pritt, Benjamin Pritt, Christopher Pritt, Kayla

Maness, Ryan Maness and Emily Maness; great

grandchildren, Nicolas, Peyton and Rockwell;

and a circle of extended family, church family

and friends. 

Before full retirement, Bro. Vergel most

recently served as an associate at First FWB

Church, Richmond. He has been a pastor as

well as a church planter through the FWB

National Home Missions Department. He was

an avid fisherman and PopPop to his grandchil

dren. 

His service was held at First FWB Church,

Richmond Feb.13th

Elmer Ray Workman,

78 of Chillicothe,  died

February 5th 2018 at his

home. Ray was born

August 9th 1939 in

Kenova, WV the son of the

late Rev. Andrew A.

Workman and Enary Elizabeth (Brown)

Workman. On 27 February 1971 Ray was unit

ed in marriage to Joy Carol (Barker) Workman

who preceded him in death December 7, 2017.

Surviving are a son Kevin Ray Workman and

Tammie Cross of Englewood, three brothers,

Marvin Workman of Chillicothe, Charles

Workman and wife Carol of Waverly and

Clarence Workman and Carole of Columbus,

and two sisters, Bonnie Bapst and husband

Marvin of Waverly and Joyce Keibler and hus

band Charles of Waverly. Also surviving are

several nieces and nephews.

His parents, wife, and a sister, Freda Arbaugh

preceded Ray in death. Ray was a Charter mem

ber of New Hope FWB Church, a retired

employee of Kenworth Corporation, Chillicothe

and a former member of the Chillicothe Ohio

National Guard.

Funeral services were held February 12th with

Rev. Wendell Combs officiating.
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Joy Carol Workman,

81, of Coventry Drive,

Chillicothe, died  Dec. 7th

in Heartland of

Chillicothe. Carol was

born, 15 August 1936 in

Ashland, Kentucky the

daughter of the late Alfred L Barker and Edith

(Meade) Barker. On 27 February 1971, Carol

was united in marriage to Ray Workman. sur

viving are a son Kevin Ray Workman and

Tammie Cross of Trotwood, Ohio and several

cousins.

Carol was a charter member of the New Hope

FWB Church, homemaker and a devoted wife

and mother. Her parents preceded her in death.

Services were held Dec. 12th in Waverly with

Rev. Wendell Combs, officiating.  

Robert E. Murnahan, age 62, of Westerville,

passed away January 14th. Retired from Screen

Machine Industries after 32 years. Attended

North FWB Church. U.S. Air Force veteran.

Survived by his wife of 39 years, Teresa;

daughters, April (Chris) Comer and Amy

Murnahan; granddaughters, Madison Stamm

and Payton Comer; sisters, Thelma Cartmell

and Nora Welch; numerous cousins, nieces,

nephews and inlaws. 

His service was held Jan. 20th in Westerville

with Rev. William Chadwick, officiating.

Barbara "Bobbi" McGraw Age 57 of

Wheelersburg, went to be with the Lord Oct.

21st at SOMC Hospice in Portsmouth. She was

born Nov. 10, 1959 in Portsmouth to Pastor

Thurman and Verlia (Moore) Hartley. Bobbi

graduated in Lewis County and attended

Morehead State University. She worked profes

sionally at SOMC as a Radiology technician as

well as an MRI and CT technician for 33 years.

She was raised as a Christian, knew the Lord,

and was a very active member of her church,

Frederick FWB Church. She was known for

being a great cook and loved spending time

with her family, especially her daughter,

Amber, and her grandchildren. She is survived

by her husband, Randy McGraw of

Wheelersburg who was at her side and support

ive throughout her illness; her parents, Pastor

Thurman and Verlia Hartley of Greenup, KY;

children, Alisha Amber McGraw of Sciotoville,

Jason (Beth) McGraw of Circleville, Randy

(Beth) McGraw, Jr. of Wheelersburg, Kristie

(Kyle) Stapleton of Sciotoville; brother, R.T.

Hartley of Greenup, KY; ten grandchildren; one

greatgrandchild; and special friend who she

considered as a sister, Rita Gail Anderson

Beukema of AZ.

Services were held Oct. 26th, with Pastors

Rusty Larter and Don Meadows officiating. 

Darrell Floyd Slack, 87, of Wheelersburg,

Jan. 22nd at SOMC Hospice in Portsmouth. He

was born April 25, 1930 in Portsmouth, a son of

the late Delbert Slack and Mary Edith Arthur

Slack. He was a U. S. Navy veteran of the

Korean War. He retired from Dayton Walther.

Darrell enjoyed singing in area nursing homes

and was with the group called The Last Resort.

He was a deacon of Frederick FWB Church. He

was preceded in death by his wife Betty Lou

Smith Slack; two sons, Darrell Michael Slack

and Gregory Lee Slack; one brother, Harold

Slack. He is survived by two daughters Tammy

Aeh and Teresa (Rick) Arthur; one daughter in

law Amy Slack; 12 grandchildren and 25 great

grandchildren; a special caregiver he thought as

a granddaughter, Stacy Stewart. 

Services were held Jan. 27th at the Frederick

FWB Church with Rick Arthur officiating. 

Warden “Jack” Turner

91, of South Charleston, for

merly of Chillicothe went

home to be with the Lord

January 10th, from his resi

dence. He was born April 6,

1926 in Pike County the son

of the late Clarence and

Nannie Hankins Turner. On January 15, 1949

he married Martha Helen Havens Turner who

died March 14, 2014.

Surviving are two sons, Jerry (Diane) Turner

and John (Sue) Turner; daughterinlaw, Margie

Turner; seven grandchildren, 14 great grand

children and 2 great great grandchildren; sister

inlaw, Ann Newman and several nieces,

nephews and close friends. He was preceded in

death by his son, Clarence “Bill” Turner; broth

er and sisterinlaw, Oakley and Gaynell

Turner; sisterinlaw and brotherinlaw, Mary

and Walter Legg; and brotherinlaw, Floyd

Newman. Jack was a member and former dea

con of the New Hope FWB Church of Slate

Mills. He was a retired Sales Associate of

Western Auto and JC Penny’s. Jack enjoyed

playing cards and feeding the birds.

Funeral services were held January 15th with

Rev. Wendell Combs officiating. 

Danny Bouts, Age 72 lifelong resident of

South Webster, went to be with the Lord

December 10th at SOMC in Portsmouth.  He

was devoted to his Bloom FWB Church where

he served as a deacon and taught Sunday School

for 45 years.  He loved farming and was a heavy

equipment operator for Allard Construction.  He

graduated South Webster High School in 1963,

and especially enjoyed spending time with his

family. Danny is survived by his wife Margie,

whom he shared 52 years of marriage, one son,

Ryan (Tarrah) Bouts, one daughter Traci

Martin, and four grandchildren, Braden and

Delany Martin, Grayson and Amelia Bouts; five

sisters, Lillie Bouts, Shirley Imm, Joyce Crace

(Lonnie), Donna Barker (Greg), Kay McGee.

Preceded in death by his parents, William and

Della (Cook) Bouts, four brothers, Carl,

Charles, Roy, and Paul Bouts; and a sister,

Avileen Johnson.

The current building project at Bloom FWB

was started with many hours of plans drawn up

by Bro. Danny.  He was involved in all of the

major projects and growth of our church since

the 1960's, and in lieu of flowers the family

requested donations be made to our Bloom

Church Building Fund in his memory. His

“Going Home" service and visitation were at

the church and was conducted by Pastors Allen

Harner and Kenny Klaiber officiating with

interment in South Webster Cemetery.

WAKEFIELD (PORTER)

Greetings from the little church by the road.

We hope this finds everyone enjoying the longer

days and warmer weather. We canceled church

several times due to bad icy and snowy roads;

and once because of no heat in the sanctuary. 

There has been a lot of sickness and infirmities

among members but many still come to church

when they don’t feel good and are not conta

gious. Very faithful Christians. Especially in a

small church, everyone is missed when they’re

absent. We’re thankful for Bro. Lowell’s faith

fulness, and Disa with several health issues, but

she hates to miss. 

Crocuses are in bloom. Some days the feeling

of spring is in the air, there’s hope for tomorrow,

AND Jesus is coming soon!  

Until next time, keep looking up.

Lowell King, Pastor

Barb Conley, Reporter
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Available
The following singers and singing groups

are available to come and sing in your
church for revivals or special services.

Baldwin Family Bluegrass Singers, Rosedale,  Call Chuck Baldwin (937) 926-3177
Baldwin777@roadrunner.com
Bobby Siders, Columbus, (Southern Gospel) (614) 778-9250
Born Again Gospel Singers, Harry or Irene Litton (740) 927-5319
Covered By Love, South Webster, Call Rhonda Smith 740/961-3412 or 740/961-3413
www.coveredbyloveonline.com
Cross Pointe Trio, Lancaster, Call Bill Pitts (740) 438-7750 wpitts@columbus.rr.com
www.crosspointetrio.com
David Giddens, Marysville, (937) 642-2121   jgiddens@urec.net
Day 3, Scott & Sheri Noel (740) 574-6635  sdnoel07@yahoo.com
Enabling Grace, Woodstock, (Country and Bluegrass Gospel) (937) 717-8783
Faith Gospel & Contemporary Christian Music, Sidney, Call Pam Moorman (937)
492-1059  ladypam@bright.net
Faith in Action, Marion, Call Marjorie Abrams at (740) 383-5405 or Pleasant Hill
FWB, (740) 363-5295  Attention: Marjorie Abrams or Bob Chaffin or email
songlady_99@yahoo.com
God's Ambassadors, Gahanna, Call Judy Spires (614) 475-4689
Gospel Ambassadors, Rittman, Call Greg Marcum (330) 927-9057 
Ethan Hutchinson, Somerset, (740) 892-4001 
www.ethanhutchinsonofficial.com/fr_home.cfm
Jerry Branscomb, Chillicothe, (740) 637-1228
Justifyed, Lancaster, 43130 (614) 271-4599 robertk14@mail.com
Facebook under group name: Justifyed
Just Forgiven Singing Ministries, Dayton, (Southern Gospel) (937) 280-3840 
or (614) 309-2512
Headed Home-Singing For The Lord, Oak Hill, Call Jim Evans (740) 682-6109 or
Robert Gamble (740) 682-0042
Lord Willing, Wellston, (740) 418-9992, lovdaisynewf@gmail.com
Mike Blanton & Evidence, Grove City, (614) 871-2795
Mike Kisling, Hillsboro, (937) 393-2084
Nina Nash, Leesburg, (Southern Gospel Sound Tracks) (937) 780-6865
gnash2@cinci.rr.com
Ounce of  Hope, Delaware, (Southern Gospel) (740) 363-4576
Paul James Sound, Columbus, (614) 668-8916  paul@pauljamessound.com
www.pauljamessound.com
Ruth Hammond, Grove City, (614) 440-0694  ruthandkevin77@gmail.com
Rob Goodman, Newark, (740) 345-3233
Rowena and George Walker, Dayton, (937) 258-8317
Stacy Edwards, Hilliard, (614) 604-4126, (614) 319-4399 stacy@stacyedwards.com
Website:  www.stacyedwards.com
Steve Russell, Marengo, (740) 972-6729  steverussell@muscian.net
Steve Fyffe, Xenia, (937) 374-9032  stv4314@aol.com
Sword Family, Middleburg Heights, (440) 747-7436.
Terry Collins & Victory, Hillsboro, (937) 840-9808
The Castle/Maxwell Project, Grove City, Call Dan Castle 614/746-4982 
or email castle.maxwell.project@gmail.com
The Blankenship Family, Mount Sterling, (740) 869-2423 
The Family of  God, Logan, Call Steve E. Goss (740) 603-1583
The Hambys, Dublin, (Southern Gospel) (614) 873-1215
The Spiritual Echoes, Circleville, Call Rick Moore (614) 595-9776 or Delores Moore
(614) 491-9502
Violet Maynard Family, (614) 496-1618, violetmaynard@yahoo.com
www.violetmaynard.com.
Undivided, Grove City, Call Mike or Sheri France (614) 352-3368
Undivided96@aol.com

If  you would like your group to be included, please send me your group
name, what local FWB Church you are a member of, your address, and

phone number.  I will add you the list in the next issue of  the Ambassador. 

Free Will Baptist   
Singing Groups



COLUMBUS FIRST (FRANKLIN)

Hello to all.

Last month we lost another member of our

congregation. Rev. James Thacker is home at

last with our Lord. He was 94 years old. We will

miss him greatly, but we rest  knowing he is safe

in  Jesus’ hands.  We are sure he has the biggest

smile ever across his face as he is reaping the

harvest of years of faithfulness and service to

Jesus Christ our King. What a mighty God we

serve!   

The ladies had a Valentines breakfast for all.

The eggs, bacon, gravy and sweet rolls were

delicious and hit the spot.  

We are now planning for Easter and summer

events and taking ideas to help us grow. Keep us

in your prayers as this little congregation con

tinues in the Lord and endeavors to enlarge His

Kingdom. Little is much when God is in it!  

The Smith Family will be singing for us on

Easter. If you have no where to go that day, we

invite you to come see us here at Columbus

First.

God is good.

Billy W. Parson, Pastor

Sue Parson, Reporter

NORTHRIDGE 

Blessings from Northridge FWB Church!

What a blessing it is to see so many of our mem

bers answering the call of God to go on mission

trips to foreign fields.  We have many members

going to Haiti, Japan, Israel, and even eight of

our ministers going to Columbia in October.  

While here at home, we have many members

getting ready for VBS and church camps this

summer.  We are having a spaghetti dinner

fundraiser on Saturday, March 17th, at 5:00 pm

to raise money for the camp. Some of our mem

bers are getting ready to head to the camp start

ing next month to begin the many tasks needed

to get done to get the camp ready for this sum

mer.  Our Praise Choir has begun practice for

the Easter Cantata and we always look forward

to our Good Friday service each year.  

We are also looking forward to and praying for

our revival with Frankie Hunt which begins at

7:00pm on April 23rd.  We are excited about

what God is doing in our lives and our service

for Him!

Please pray for our fulltime missionaries,

Carl and Teresa Poynter, who will be moving

their family back to Haiti for possibly one year.

“I must work the works of him that sent me,
while it is day: the night cometh, when no man
can work.” John 9:4

Please tune in to our weekly radio ministry on 

Sundays at 2:30 p.m. (Station WGNZ 1110 AM 

and 104.3 FM)

Please join us in service on our church web

page – www.northridgefwbc.org and click on

live streaming

In His service.

Tim Hamilton, Pastor

Corky Coomes, Reporter

CHILLICOTHE FIRST 

(SOUTHCENTRAL)

Hello again from the First FWB Church.  Our

church is ready to put the snow with winter

behind us and is looking forward to spring.  

In February our church hosted the South

Central Conference.  We were glad to have

Chris Oiler come sing and preach for us for

this special service.  He is very talented and we

appreciate him coming.  We also would like to

thank the church for the great dinner they made

afterwards. You all do an amazing job.

Our church is also doing the baby bottle cam

paign for Elizabeth’s Hope.  Elizabeth’s Hope

supplies us with baby bottles for everyone to

take home and fill up.  If you do not know what

Elizabeth’s Hope is, we invite you to come join

us and we will tell you all about it.

We also have a friendly competition going on

where our church is breaking into two teams

and every week we bring in money to put into a

bucket.  This is going to go on for a couple of

weeks. Whichever team has the most money

wins.  The loser will have a mystery punish

ment. All proceeds will go to Elizabeth’s Hope.

As we look forward to Easter we remember

the ultimate sacrifice that Jesus gave. “For God
so loved the world that He gave His only begot
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should
not to perish, but have everlasting life” John

3:16.  We hope you all have a Happy Easter.

Until next time, God bless.

Mitch Salyers, Pastor

Shana McGoye, Reporter

ZALESKI

“The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of
trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him.”
Nahum 1:7  When the storms of life come to try

and tear us down, the Lord is there to help us

through them. Aren’t you so glad He is? We

thank the Lord for all He has done for us. Jesus

is so worthy of our praise. 

We also thank our pastor, Mark Rood and his

wife Teresa for all they do for us and the

church. Mark preaches Jesus and the cross and

blesses us with his messages.

We have been having “Soup and Sandwiches

with the Savior” from 11am12:30pm every

Monday. If you are in the area, come by and

visit us. 

We have been praying for revival.

The work on the church has been going very

well. We now have new sidewalks in the front

and side of the church. 

We have been praying for a bus ministry for

our church. We ask that you join us in prayer for

this much needed program.

Please pray for Nancy Rood in your prayers.

She’s very special to us and we love her. 

We had three men, Mark Rood, Charlie

McKibben and Nathan Broom attend the Ohio

Men’s Retreat. They came home revived and

renewed for Jesus.

We have starting getting ready for VBS. We

are praying for the children to attend so we can

help them learn about Jesus.

On of our church members, Kathryn

Higginbotham has gone home to be with the

Lord. Please remember her family in prayer.

Please remember our church, the nursing

home ministry, our seniors, the youth, the nation

and leaders, the military and their families in

your prayers as we remember yours. We wish

you a very blessed Easter. Always keep in your

heart the true meaning of the death and resur

rection of Jesus! Take Jesus with you wherever

you go.

Mark Rood, Pastor

Linda McKibben, Reporter

COMMUNITY SOMERSET

Hello brother and sisters in Christ.

On Jan. 7th we had a candlelight service and

attended a Winter Jam Concert on Jan. 20th in

Columbus. The church family came together for

communion and feetwashing on Jan. 21st.

Micah Tuggle preached at our youth service on

Jan. 28th.

Our “Hope” blankets are a blessing to so many

lost and hurting souls. Thank you Lord for all

the wonderful work the ladies are doing.

On Feb. 10th we fellowshipped with a

Valentine dinner/movie, Grace Card. Ten went

tubing in Mansfield Feb. 17th. Jacob Backus

preached Feb. 25th during the youth service.

Visits to New Lex and Somerset Nursing

Homes are a blessing every month. A joy it is to

share songs, prayer and a message of God. Lots

of hugs!

On March 31st, we are participating in Cross

Walk that begins the eight mile walk at 9am

from the church to Somerset and back.

April is a big month for Ethan Hutchinson and

Emily Doran when they come as one and say “I

do”.

Bless those who are serving us for faithfully!

Easter blessings: Jesus is risen! Easter offers

hope and victory to all of us all the time.

Scott Hutchinson, Pastor

Donna Barr, Reporter

CENTERBURG (CAPITAL CITY)

It’s that time of year to spring forward and

start preparing for warm weather activities!  

As Christians, our main activity and goal in

life is to see souls saved.  Pastor Mark preached

a few sermons on “Why Satan Hates You”.  He

not only hates the Christians he also hates the

sinner.  Satan hates everyone because we were

ALL created in the likeness of our Lord.  He

wants to take as many as he can to hell with

him.  Let us pray for a great revival not only in

our churches, but across our nation.

We want to thank our Lord for the two souls

saved since our last report!  He’s still in the sav

ing business if we would only do our part.

It won’t be long until Easter is here and our

celebration of Christ’s resurrection!  What a day

that will be when my Jesus I shall see!  We

should all be looking up, for our redemption

draweth nigh.  We will be having our Sonrise

service on April 1st at 7:30am, breakfast at

8:30am and Easter worship service will be at

10:00am. 

Please pray with us for the upcoming events:

Youth Camp will be July 813th.  VBS will be

July 1618th.  This year’s theme is “Moose on
the Loose”. The closing program will be July

19th.  Amanda Coffey will be directing VBS

this year. Remember her and each one who is

involved, that the love of Christ will shine

through.

Let each sister church join in prayer for each

other and we’ll see great things happen!

Until next time, if the Lord should tarry.

Mark Tuggle, Pastor

Sandy McDowell, Reporter
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National Association Registration

and Housing Information

2018 National Association of Free Will Baptists, 

Little Rock, Arkansas July 2225

Convention Housing
The 2018 convention hotel room block will stand in sharp contrast to the 2017 block

when the Galt House accommodated all of our hotel room needs. In Little Rock, we

will have rooms in 10 different hotels. Shuttles will be provided to eight of the ten

hotels.

Little Rock Marriott will serve as the headquarters.

Rates range from $84 to $155 per night for the rooms in the ten properties.

The Convention Housing will be published in the AprilMay issue of ONE Magazine
with more information about each hotel. Housing will open Monday, May 14, at

9am CDT.

PreRegistration April 2June 22, 2018

Register by Mail One Magazine Paper Form (FebMarch Issue)
Register online www.nafwb.org



ELM STREET (NORTHEASTERN)

Our church hosted it’s  second Impact Service

January 14th. “Impacting Addiction with

Christ” with representatives from community

programs brought awareness to the drug epi

demic and solutions available. Recovery help

for addicts and families of addicts was provided

by: Umadaop, Catalyst Life Services, Project

One and Starfish Project of Richland County,

Inc. Speakers brought the hope of recovery to

light with testimonies of successful rehabilita

tions in the various programs. 

Bob Ball, the Forensic Investigator, Coroner

Office, delivered a moving presentation.

William Cole, Joe Nichols as well as other

guests gave beautiful testimonies. 

There were 307 in attendance this year, break

ing last year’s record attendance. Four souls

were saved and two rededicated their lives to

Christ. Singing was provided by the Knipp

Family and David King.

For more information about the program,

please call 419/7090242.

Ronnie Conn, Pastor

Pat Conn, Reporter

UNITY (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Warm greetings from Middleburg Heights!

Unity FWB has truly had an amazing start to

2018!

Rev. Bob Legg, from Family Ministries, visit

ed with us the morning of Sunday, January 21st.

It was a blessing to hear the ministry updates,

and how God truly has His hand in that work.

We enjoyed Rev. Legg’s sermon and are much

in prayer for the Family Ministries!

A group of 15 men (including an 11 and 8 year

old) attended the Ohio Free Will Baptist Men’s

retreat January 1820th.  They returned encour

aged, revived, and ready to worship.  We had a

great service on January 21st; their cups over

flowed on the entire congregation!  What a

blessing to see our young men growing up with

a heart to serve and worship the Lord. 

Our church appointed Rev. Josh Workman as

our assistant pastor this first quarter.  Josh,

Kristin, and the boys are such a blessing, and

we are thankful they are part of our Unity fam

ily. 

The warmer temperatures have made us excit

ed for the coming months.  Unity FWB has

many exciting events planned for spring season

and we look forward to what the Lord has in

store for us.

Eugene Crouch, Pastor

Angie Steitz, Reporter

REDEEMER (CENTRAL OHIO)

What an exciting and busy 2018 for us at

Redeemer!  Dan Widdig will be bringing the

message Sunday morning, March 4th.  The

Lore Family will be singing and loving the

Lord with us on Friday night, March 16th, at

7:00pm.  Our communion and feetwashing

service will be at 6:00pm on Sunday, March

25th.  We’d love to have you join us!

In the next few weeks a builder will be meet

ing with us to give us some general information

regarding a new sanctuary.  We are so excited to

be heading in a direction we believe the Lord is

leading.  We must step out to bring Jesus to a

lost and dying world.

We would ask that you please be in prayer with

us for our REVIVAL and that we will see many

saved.  Revival is scheduled April 29th at 6:00

pm, April 30 to May 2nd, at 7:00pm.  Messages

will be brought by Tom Dooley, Bill Pitts and

Mike Mounts with special singing by the Ohio

Ministers Trio. Please mark your calendars

we’d love to have you join us!

Please continue to pray for our church and its

continued growth.  And, if you’re ever in the

neighborhood, please stop by!  We are always

ready to meet new friends and hug old ones. 

Michael Baldwin, Pastor

Nena Dillon, Reporter

FAITH FELLOWSHIP (FRANKLIN)

Greeting to all our brothers and sisters in

Christ. As winter comes to a close and spring

begins, take time to thank the Lord for every

thing He has done for you.  All across the USA

and the world people are busy with their daily

lives that they neglect to give our Lord the

praise He deserves.  

We here at Faith Fellowship are thankful for

the changes that we are seeing in our church.

We recently have added three new members.

We welcome Barbi Johnson, Roger Johnson and

Megan Kibby.  They are a welcome addition to

our membership.  We are also grateful to

announce the addition of our new pastor and his

family. Pastor Mike Maurice, his wife Billie Jo

and their two sons, Sterling and Isaac. We are

confident that under Pastor Mike's direction we

will see our church grow. We held a carryin

dinner to celebrate their addition to our church

family. 

May we praise Almighty God from dawn to

dusk and may we all enjoy the celebration of

spring all the blessings from God. Please

remember us, as we remember you.

Mike Maurice, Pastor

Barbi Johnson, Reporter

BEATTY (LITTLE MIAMI)

“But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up with wings
as eagles; they shall  run and not be weary and
they shall walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31

Here at Beatty church we keep holding high

the banner of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,

He is foremost in our hearts and lives 

This winter has sure took its toll on our church.

We have had a lot illness in our members and

the weather has caused a lot of cancellations of

services. But we are ever looking for things to

change. things are going to get better and we

will get back to the service of God and commu

nity.

We think the Lord for a wonderful pastor and

his wife,  Bro. Steve and Velma Wallace. They

are  really good leaders. We are all so blessed.

God is good....All the time.

Please pray for  all our members and our

church.  In His service.

Steve Wallace, Pastor

Barbara McKenzie, Reporter

SCIOTO (PINE CREEK)

Greetings. 

We thank God for getting us through another

winter. We are a blessed group of people.

We have a lot of things going on here at our

church.  We just had a Valentine dinner on Feb

14th.  Our chef was Dean Arnold. Men were

there to assist Dean get the dinner prepared for

the ladies.  A fun and heart felt time was had by

all those attending.   Thanks again to all the

men.

We will be celebrating our 138th anniversary

March 25th.  Preaching the am service will be

Garrett Fitch.  He will also be singing for us

then and in the afternoon service. There will be

a dinner following the am service. Joe Nelson

will be preaching the afternoon service which

will start approximately 1:30 pm. We would

love to have you come and help us celebrate.

Joe Nelson will be with us for our spring

revival starting on March 2628th.  Services

will start at 7:00 nightly. Our special singers

will be as follows:   On Monday, March 26th,

will be The Bakers and on March 27th will be

Covered By Love.  Come and worship the Lord

with us. We are praying to see souls saved.  

Rebecca Greene is getting ready for VBS June

48th from 6:30–8:30pm.   With all the turmoil

in this country, our children need to hear about

God and His love for them.  This may be the

only time that they hear that they are loved and

cared for by others.  If they aren’t told from us

then who?  We have a job, CHRISTIANS,  let

us pray and pray for our children.  We know

what prayer can do… it changes things.

If you are looking for a church to work in and

want to help, our church is currently looking for

a piano player and organ player.  If you or some

one you might know would love this position,

please call our pastor, Kevin Greene, at 740

9816710.

Kevin Greene, Pastor

Cathy Nance, Reporter

STONEY RUN (PINE CREEK)

Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ from

Stoney Run FWB Church in soggy southern

Ohio. 

First, we are asking prayers for our Pastor

Crad Frye to provide healing for his weakened

voice. We are grateful for the guest preachers

that helped out in his time of need. In fact, we

have had the pleasure of hearing wonderful ser

mons from Chase Holbrook, Alex Bloomfield,

and Roger Clark. We were blessed by the awe

inspiring, spiritual uplifting music from His

Singing Servants, from Catlettsburg, KY.

In February, our activity director brought our

church family together for a fantastic day of fel

lowship and food with a chilli and soup dinner.

During the month of March, our Junior and

Beginners classes will participate in our annual

Easter Egg Hunt. Also in March, we are also

planning another family fun night with trivia,

provided by Pastor Crad and Bible pictionary

provided by our youth director.  

Not only are we planning several fun trips for

our congregation, but we are also getting ready

for Bible School. We are look forward to a won

derful summer of blessings and hope you can be

a part of it. 

In the meantime, we are sending out prayers

for all the flood victims and the victims of the

school shootings.

“Heal me, O LORD, and I will be healed; save
me and I will be saved, for you are the one I
praise." Jeremiah 17:14

Crad Frye, Pastor

Erin Cox, Reporter
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Available

The following ministers are available to fill the pulpit for pastors who have to be
away from their church.  Many are interested in conducting revivals as well.

Bill Alford,  20864 Rudy Dr. Strongsville, Oh 44149                   (440) 572-1614
Lee Aldridge, 35180 SR 327, Londonderry, Oh 45647 (740) 887-4065
Anthony “Tony” W. Blackburn, Mechanicsburg, Oh                    (614) 623-0031
Mike Blanton, 6826 Ridpath Road, Grove City, Oh                      (614) 871-2795
Larry Brown, 6530 Gregg Mill Road, London, Oh 43140   (740) 852-0586
Chad Booth, 208 E. Washington Street, Ashland, Oh 44805 (330) 715-8403
Ron Brown, 5478 Riber Rd. Hillsboro, Oh 45133                        (937) 402-4452
Roger Childers, 6555 US Hwy 68S Apt 208D, W Liberty, Oh 43357 (937) 869-4890
Steven Conn, PO Box 261, Hayesville, Oh 44838 (419-651-9639
Andrew Cordell, 418 West 7th Street, Marysville, Oh 43040 (937) 215-4037
Roger Crusie, 335 ½ N. 4th Street, Greenfield, Oh 45123                (937) 981-3529
Mike Daniel, 503 W Wenger Road, Englewood, Oh 45322 (937) 836-0540
Luther Dingess, 1680 Paddle Ck. Road, Fort Gay, WV 25514        (304) 648-5901
Freddy Dutton, 1700 Hale Court, Columbus, Oh 43228                   (614) 276-0200
Michael Ellis, 575 Harland Drive, Columbus, Oh 43207 (614) 917-7309
James England, 5138 N. High Street, # 119, Cols. Oh 43214             (614) 846-6654
Ben Gibson, 1126 Cheyenne Ave. Springfield Oh 45503 (937) 399-2738
Packy Gibson, 7029 Fields Lane, Hillsboro, Oh 45133                   (937) 393-2730
Randy Hall, 12024 Lake Front Drive, Hillsboro, Oh 45133              (937) 365-1657
Edwin Hayes, 7554 Slate Ridge Blvd. Reynoldsburg, Oh 43068         (614) 751-1190
Carl Jenkins, 2809 Searsdale Ave. Cleveland, Oh 44109            (216) 351-2475
James Johnson, 55 1/2 S. First Street, Rittman, Oh 44270              (330) 331-6088
Jason Jones, 620 Watkins Glen Blvd. Marysville, Oh 43040     (937) 241-1622
William Jones, 500 Buckeye Street, Marysville, Oh 43040             (937) 594-1331
Paul Keener, 703 Andrew Ave. Westerville, Oh 43081              (614) 891-4382
Robert Legg, 330 Winding Ridge Drive, Dayton, Oh 45415          (937) 648-9600
Alton Loveless, 1006 Rayme Drive, Columbus, Oh 43207               (573) 330-7728
Rodger Marsh, 9808 Simmons Rd. Leesburg, Oh 45135 (937) 661-1169
Wayne Mays, 777 N. Drexel Ave. Hilliard, Oh 43019                  (614) 607-0634
Tom Murphy, 229 Victorian Drive, Commercial Pt, Oh 43116        (614) 218-5435
Chris Oiler, 3299 SR 140, Wheelersburg, Oh 45694 (740) 357-8340 
Tom Spradlin, Portsmouth, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep)               (740) 776-6677
Alex Stevens, 2002 East Main Street, Greenup, KY 41144         (606) 473-5417
Talo Teo, 828 Federal Ave. Zanesville, Oh 43701                       (740) 487-5735
Bill Turner, 150  Willard Ave. Carlisle, Oh 45005                      (513) 746-5866
Tim Updike, 22661 SR 93, Wellston, Oh 45692                            (740) 384-3277
Dan Widdig, 1496 Caldwell Road, Lucasville, Oh 45648 (740) 259-5160
Josh Young, 7227 E. Main Street, South Solon, Oh 43153                   (937) 829-1723

FWB Ministers



As you may have heard we endured a record

breaking snow storm during the week of

Christmas as well as a historical December! As

you can imagine this snowfall crippled our city

for a few days and multitudes of businesses and

churches were closed in the days following.

Unfortunately the church’s snow blower was

out of commission so most of the shoveling

done around the church and our homes were

done by hand. It was an exhausting week to say

the least, but God showed Himself faithful over

and over again. 

We even had a “snow shoveling outreach” and

were able to shovel some of the drives and

walks of the homes surrounding the church

building. God blessed us with more than enough

money, from a personal friend, to purchase a

snow blower! We hope to use this in the future,

not only to clear the church walks, but to serve

our neighbors and community. It’s going to be a

long winter, so please PRAY!

Our theme for 2018 is “Love Serves.” We want

to be the hands and feet of Jesus to our neigh

bors as we follow  Jesus’ example. He said that

He came to serve rather than to be served. He

said if we want to be “first” we must be servant

of all. Pray that Flagship FWB Church will be

known as a church that represents Jesus well!

Two Flagship Students have been

selected to serve through ETeam

this summer!
We are excited to announce that Isaiah Grimes

and Melissa Alvis have both been accepted to

serve through ETeam. Isaiah is making plans to

go to Brazil and Melissa is making plans to go

to Japan.

Isaiah Grimes     Melissa Alvis
Pray for Michelle and I as well as we adjust to

this new stage in life. I think the “empty next”

is going to be a bigger adjustment than we real

ized! We are thankful for how God is working

in all of our children’s lives! 

UNITED (CAPITAL CITY)

Hello friends from United FWB Church

We have had a great New Year so far seeing

God working in sending us new visitors, fami

lies joining our church and three more children

being saved in our junior church ministry.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.

January 27th we had our Pizza Prayer and

Movie evening, with a great movie “Forever
Young” with visitors attending and this ministry

continues to be such a blessing to our church. 

Feb. 4th was Youth Sunday and God used our

children, “Future Church” in the service with

special singing, giving announcements, collect

ing the offering and prayer time. The kids did a

great job in serving the Lord in all these things.

Following, we had a “Hot Diggity Dog” hot dog

bar with all the toppings and many side dishes.

That evening Pastor Randy preached at Rittman

FWB, which many of our members went along

and had a great evening of singing, preaching

and fellowship. We love Pastor Johnny Castle

and all the folks from the Rittman Church.

We are starting a new ministry called

Operation We Remember. We will be going into

our community and asking if they have a fami

ly member or friend active in the military serv

ing in a hostile environment that we could send

a care package to. These consist of useful items

and treats, letting them know we care and are

praying for them as they support our country.   

The Sunday School classes are practicing the

Easter play, which we know takes a lot of effort

and we are thankful for our kids and for our

teachers whom guide our children in all ways.

The men recently came back from the 2018

Men’s Retreat and are refreshed and ready to go

again. Thanks so much to Bro. Edwin Hayes

and all  those  that  put on the retreat for our

men. 

We covet your prayers for our building pro

gram as we are in  need for additional space. 

We wish you a happy Easter, Christ is risen! 

Randy Keffer, Pastor

Faye Griffith, Reporter

FREDERICK (PINE CREEK)

Two members of our church family have gone

home to heaven. Bobbi McGraw, previous

Ambassador reporter for Frederick, died on

October 21st. Throughout her courageous battle

with cancer Bobbi continued to praise her Lord,

witnessing to His faithfulness. Darrell Slack,

long time member and deacon, died on January

22nd.  He often blessed the church with his

singing. 

We are happy to report that we have had three

souls saved and one baptism. 

In January we had a service of communion and

feetwashing.

During February, Garrett Fitch and Kailee

Myers blessed us with preaching and singing.

We experienced a moving Ash Wednesday serv

ice and  Pastor Rusty was unanimously elected

for another year. 

Since we have not had a reporter for several

months, this report includes a catchup. During

October we celebrated Old Fashioned Day with

Robert Legg, Sr. bringing the message and

Almost There sharing music, Covered by

Love blessed us with music and preaching by

Ethan Smith and we honored Pastor Rusty and

Vicki Larter on Pastor Appreciation Day. We

are thankful he is doing well since completing

his leukemia treatments.

During November, we had our annual

Thanksgiving Service and an ordination service

for Pastor Don Meadows.

In December, we had our annual “Pig in a

Poke” auction and Christmas dinner, a

Christmas skit, directed by Vicki Larter and we

joined Germany Hollow FWB in caroling and

delivering fruit baskets. 

We ended 2017 with a New Year’s Eve can

dlelight service. “Behold, how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity.” Psalm 133:1

Rusty Larter, Pastor

Janet Meadows, Reporter

ANTIOCH (CENTRAL OHIO)

I am sure everyone is ready for spring. I know

that I am!  God has been blessing at Antioch as

always.  We are so blessed with His Spirit and

love toward one another.  One of our church

members Sister Connie, says sometimes “God

just shows off”.  And we are thankful He does.

We recently had our Valentine’s dinner.  A big

thanks to Sister Bobbie, Sister June and Sister

Connie for all their hard work.  It was a great

time, lots of laughter and fellowship. They did

an outstanding job.

We have lots of activities coming up. On

March 10th our youth group is sponsoring a

Mexican buffet and movie night for everyone in

the church. April 21st at 4:30pm the youth will

hold their annual spaghetti dinner and bake

goods auction. We have been meeting to pre

pare for our upcoming Vacation Bible School in

June, it will be here before you know it.

We have had a lot of sickness and burdens by

many in our church lately, but I am sure God

will see us through them all.  We all have many

loved ones that are lost, praying daily for their

salvation.

We pray for all the churches, for they all need

to be a light to the many that are lost in this

world.

God bless till next time.

Jim Blankenship, Pastor

Linda Blankenship Reporter

NEW HOPE (CORNERSTONE)

Greetings from New Hope. We are looking

forward to the signs of spring.  We are getting

ready for our Easter services. Dan Widdig will

be preaching Easter Sunday at 10:30am and the

Homelighters will be singing.      

There have been many sick in our church and

we are so thankful for answered prayers.  Our

deacon, Bruce Copeland, is recovering from

open heart surgery.   It's nice having him and his

wife back in our services again.   

Our hearts are saddened with the death of three

more members.  We know heaven is rejoicing.

A deacon, Jack Turner, passed away Jan. 10th.

Carol and Ray Workman, who were charter

members of our church passed away.  Carol on

Dec. 7th and two months later, her husband,

Ray on Feb. 5th.    They will certainly be missed

by their New Hope family.

Wendell F. Combs, Pastor

Linda Combs, Reporter

GOOD HOPE (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings from Good Hope FWB Church.

We thank God for His blessings on our church.

We enjoyed having Rev. Bruce  Sparks preach

for us and it was a blessing. We also have Rev.

Freddie Ray coming the third Sunday of the

month, preaching and singing for us, We appre

ciate them.

We had a Valentine Day Party for our youth

that was enjoyed by all.

Pastor Paul is teaching on Wednesday nights

on The Journey of a Lifetime. 

We have had several in the church on the sick

list. Remember them in prayer. 

March 18th, we will be having Family and

Friend Day dinner. 

Pray for all our churches that the year of 2018

we will see many people come to the Lord.

Paul Peterson, Pastor

Mary Diamond, Reporter
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Daryl Grimes
Family

Missionaries to Erie, PA

How to Become a
Financial Partner

*Call (740) 352-3510 and I can
guide you through the process

*Visit www.homemissions.net
and click on “Automatic

Withdrawal” and follow the on
screen prompts

*E-mail me at
alightinerie@gmail.com

*Please contact Home Missions
if you need a new envelope.
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FREDDY DUTTON 
MINISTRIES

“Holding Forth The Word of Life”

1700 Hale Court
Columbus, Ohio 43228

614/276-0200 or 614/738-0683
email: Reverenddutton@aol.com

Since our last report, we have been busy and have seen several individuals
accept Christ.  We have had the privilege of being with six churches.  A great
highlight was the Annual Evangelist Day that Pastor Richard Burns and the
Hillsboro FWB Church had on January 28th.  This church has been a vital part
of the "Freddy Dutton Ministries" and this was the 15th Evangelist Day
they have hosted.  They always have a wonderful and delicious meal following
the morning worship service.  We are so appreciative for all they do for this min
istry!  They are a tremendous blessing to us!

We are praying, preparing and planning for the upcoming services.  We will be
with Pastor John Beverly and the Chapel Hill FWB Church; Pastor Russell
Street and the Woodstock FWB Church Revival; Pastor Billy Fields and the
Liberty FWB Church in Indiana.  Also in April we will be doing a tour in
Alabama with Pastor Dana Booth and his church.  During this time, we will be
with some other churches in the area and will speak at one of the Christian
Schools.  We will also be with some of the area churches for their conference
meeting.  

Please pray for us as we travel.  We look forward to being with you for services.

For Revivals, Conferences, Homecoming and other spe-
cial services, please contact me at the above address.

Are you receiving the

If you like to begin receiving all the Ohio FWB News, just send
your email address to 

ehayes@ambassadorbible.com



Friday Morning
Heritage FWB Church in Columbus, pastored by Dr. Tim Stout will be hosting this year’s

State Meeting June 2223rd.

Rev. Mark Price, pastor of the Porter FWB Church will be fulfilling his tenth term as

Moderator, and will be opening our 80th session on Friday morning, June 22nd.

Mansfield Pastor Mark Bailey will provide the special singing in the Friday morning ses

sion.

New Hope FWB Pastor and former Ohio Moderator Rev. Wendell Combs will be bringing

the Friday morning message from the theme “Fear Not”. The Friday morning message is on

the subject, "God is Leading You”

Brother Combs, is the pastor of the New Hope FWB Church in Chillicothe where he has

been since 1997. He was ordained in 1974 while attending the McArthur FWB Church. Earlier

in his ministry he was also the pastor of the Springfield First Church on Lafayette from 1978

1983.   At the end of 1983 he became the pastor of the Chillicothe First Church for approxi

mately five years.     

He was married to his wife, Linda in 1971, and they have two sons, Matt and Shayne.

The Ohio Women Active for Christ will be provid-
ing lunch on Friday on a free will offering basis.

Plan to spend the day with us.

Friday Afternoon
The Friday afternoon devotion will be given by CommunityWest Jefferson pastor, Rev.

Jerry Newman.

Friday Evening
The Friday evening service will be led by Assistant Moderator Tom Dooley. Rev. Jim

McComas, Director of Church Revitalization for the National Home Mission Department and

former Ohio pastor will be providing the special music and is scheduled  to  preach on the  sub

ject, “God is Fighting For You”. 

Brother Jim became the director of church revitalization for North American Ministries in

March, 2014, the first in the history of the denomination. He travels across the country teach

ing on the subject of church growth and revitalization, and is in great demand as a revival and

conference speaker. He led North American Ministries in launching the Acts 1:8 “Power

Conference” on church growth and revitalization in 2015. The North American Ministries staff

is joining with Jim to hold regional conferences on church revitalization throughout the nation. 

Rev. McComas was Senior Pastor at Canaan Free Will Baptist Church in Creston, Ohio for

twentyone years and sang for the Representatives Quartet for twentyfive years.

That night we are planning to  receive the annual Friday Night Offering for Ohio State

Ministries.

Saturday Morning

On Saturday morning Rev. Bert Alsept, pastor of the South Charleston FWB Church will

bring the devotion.  

Rev. Zach Conkel, pastor of the Union FWB Church will provide the special singing.

Rev. Robert Prichard, pastor of the Cleveland Church and former Ohio Moderator will

then preach the final message, “God is Protecting You”.

Bro. Prichard, 80, was born in Logan, WV and moved to Cleveland in 1961. He married

Lona Sergent, also of Logan, in 1956. Michael Ray and Vickie Lynn Boggs, their two chil

dren, are deceased. They have two granddaughters, Sarah Boggs and Rebecca (Boggs) Farmer.

Robert was saved July 9, 1953 at Mt. Carmel FWB Church in Logan. He was ordained to

preach in the Guyan Valley Conference of Free Will Baptists in 1958. He served on the

Executive Committee in the Guyan Valley Conference until he moved to Ohio in 1961.

Becoming a member of the CuyahogaLorain Conference in 1961, he was soon elected to

the Executive Committee. Robert has served in other capacities in the CuyahogaLorain

Conference including Ordination Council, Assistant Moderator, Moderator, and currently is

the General Board Member representing the conference in the State Convention.

He has served on the Board of Directors, Assistant State Moderator, and State Moderator of

The Ohio State Association of Free Will Baptists. He was elected as pastor of Bedford FWB

Church in 1965, he pastored there until 1975 and when the Cleveland FWB Church needed a

pastor, Robert pastored both churches until the two churches merged after a few months. He

currently pastors the Cleveland FWB Church.  Spring Valley Christian School, a vital ministry

of Cleveland FWB Church, was founded in 1978 under Robert’s leadership. He has served as

Administrator of the Christian school ministry since its founding.

Robert has attended Welch College, Bethany Bible College, and received a Certificate in

Clinical Pastoral Counseling from Ashland University. He has written one book, A Study in
The Revelation, and several booklets. 

Rev. Tom Dooley from the New Road Church will be leading the music and Sister Tobiane

Stout from the Heritage Church will be  the pianist.

Please mark your calenders and plan to attend our annual State Meeting. Come prepared to

be a blessing and to be blessed by attending. See you in June!
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Fear Not!
Preview of the 80th Ohio State Association Meeting

June 22-23rd at Heritage FWB Church, Columbus, Ohio

State Meeting Information including  *Hotels *Registration Forms *Program can be found at

www.OhioFWB.org

Ohio State Ministry Offering
50% to Ohio State Missions

40% to Ohio State Office
10% to Ohio State Youth

Annual $100.00 

Friday Night Offering, 

June 22nd

Rev.
Wendell
Combs

Rev. 
Jim

McComas

Rev.
Robert

Prichard



OPEN DOOR (CORNERSTONE)

Attending a new church can always be a chal

lenge, even when you are welcomed with enthu

siasm. But the Open Door FWB Church family

in Lancaster made me feel I was being wel

comed home, the first time I attended. There

was a difference.

The first service was like gathering around the

Lord’s table with brothers and sisters, not

strangers. Songs of praise began each meeting.

The evident care and concern of each other was

brotherly love in action. Every session they met

together, time was spent in gathering prayer

needs and requests of members without hesita

tion or rush and praying through them very

thoroughly. In Sunday School and Wednesday

nights, many shared their heart experiences

which witnessed the Lord’s working in their

lives and revealed the fact they spent time alone

with the Lord on a regular basis. No deference

was ever made to young or old, poor or rich; all

were on equal footing.

In the ensuing services, several men were

asked to conduct a service. Whether it was

planned or unexpected, they taught the Word of

God, drawing from their own person study of

the Bible. The sincerity of their words and depth

of their study were a blessing, inspiring the lis

tener to walk more closely with the Lord.

Like the account in Matthew 13:44 of the man

who found a hidden treasure and sold all that he

had to buy the field, I, too, have found such a

priceless treasure with God’s family at Open

Door FWB.

Willie Booth, Pastor

Liz Baker, Reporter

ST LOUISVILLE

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus

Christ.

In the month of December we had one saved

and many on the altar.

In January Sis. Audrey Howard, wife of our

deacon Charlie Howard went home to be with

the Lord.

The church had one saved. Bro. Corey

Carroll preached for the church January 28th.

What a powerful message!

We had a songfest on March 3rd. Bro. Sammy

Stanbaugh and God’s Ambassadors sang.

We plan to have communion and feetwashing

on Good Friday.

On April 8th at 11am Bro. Dorsel Messick

will be preaching. Our pastor will be preaching

April 1st, Easter Sunday.

Please pray for our church. There has been a

lot of sickness. Also pray for the church revival

in April.

We also will have visiting preachers on

Sunday nights in March.

Until the next time, keep your eyes on the

cross and the Lord will bless.

Jerry Owens, Pastor

Shane McCormick, Reporter

DOGWOOD RIDGE 

Greetings from Wheelersburg. We hope every

one is having a blessed 2018 so far.

We had Bro. Caleb Deaver come to preach for

us. He is 18 years old and recently been called

into the ministry, so please keep him n your

prayers.

On Feb. 10th our youth group hosted a

Valentine’s dinner for the church. It was a beau

tiful evening filled with food and fun, all while

teaching kids how good it feels to serve others.

On Jan. 9th Bro. Emil Cartee was called

home to be with the Lord. Bro. Emil pastored

our church for almost 11 years. One of his

favorite verses was Titus 2:11 “For the grace of
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to
all men,” He spent his ministry preaching on

God’s grace and the hope he had in Christ

Jesus. Bro. Emil will be very missed in all our

local churches and the entire community.

We hope to spend the year working hard for

the Lord and seeing our lost friends and family

give their hearts to God. 

Love and prayers from Dogwood Ridge FWB.

Jeremy Moore, Pastor

Becky Conley, Reporter

GALION (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings! For those who haven't heard,  our

pastor Dave Bates had his liver transplant last

November.  He is doing well. He is back in the

pulpit and we are all praising the Lord!  Please

keep him in your prayers and, if you are able,

we are still accepting donations on Facebook or

Go Fund Me to help with his medical costs.

gofundme.com/pastordave.

It has been a quiet time for our church. We did

have an adult Valentine's gathering. We had

pizza and wings and played some games. We

were thankful Pastor Dave was able to join us. 

We do have some activities coming up for our

youth and will report on them next issue.  

Blessings.

Dave Bates,  Pastor 

Dottie Pugh, Reporter

SOUTH CHARLESTON (LITTLE MIAMI)

Hello from South Charleston. 

We are looking forward to spring. We have had

to cancel a few services due to the weather, but

are very thankful for what the Lord has done for

us. 

We will be having a mission service on April

29th. We will be collecting money for our mis

sionaries in our morning service.

We are sad to report that our long time friend

Vernal Fairchild has passed away. He has been

a long time attender at our church for many

years. Please remember the Fairchild family in

your prayers.

Bert Alsept, Pastor

Brenda Young, Reporter
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2018 HOLY GROUND FREE WILL BAPTIST YOUTH FOR CHRIST CAMP
Located at:  5150 RIBER RD, HILLSBORO, OHIO 45133

(Bldg- Worship, Devotions, Recreation, etc.)  (New Kitchen/Dining Hall Building)             (Completely new Kitchen facilities)

(Improved Pond facilities)

Newly built, fully furnished kitchen and dining area, as well as the huge pond is now available for swimming and
pedal boats!  A Pastor from a camp in 2012 was so impressed with our improvements in these areas that he said
he wished other FWB churches were aware of our new (Kitchen/Dining hall) and improved (the Pond) facilities. 

For leasing and information on the above camps call Larry Glenn (937) 478-3815, Donna Glenn (937) 475-2710, 
Rev. Steve Nickels (937) 478-1182,  Pastor Tim Hamilton (937) 559-1966

or Email us at timham@reagan.com. 

2018 Camps
(To be announced)

Sr. Co-ed Camp (Ages 13-20 boys/girls)   Jr. Boys Camp (Ages 8-13)   Jr. Girls Camp (Ages 8-13)

Please let us know if you would like to view a camp presentation.

A ministry of Northridge Free Will Baptist Church, 4800 Payne Ave, Dayton, OH 45414



VICTORY (CAPITAL CITY)

Spring is near and we are looking forward to

seeing everything that God created renewed

and revived again, including His people. 

Our mission team are already fundraising and

planning meetings for their mission trip this

summer. The date is set for July 57th. Please

remember them in prayer.  

We had a wonderful dedication service on

Sunday, Feb. 25th. Rev. Michael and Brooke

Gillen dedicated their baby girl, Harper Grace

to the Lord and Michael preached a powerful

message to the church afterwards.  

Our church will be having a communion and

feetwashing service on March 30th and on

Saturday, the 31st, the children will have a egg

hunt plus refreshments and other activities. 

We are looking forward to Easter Services.

What an awesome time to celebrate the death,

burial and resurrection of our Saviour, Jesus

Christ! 

We are praying for revival coming up on April

57th, with Corey Carroll bringing the mes

sages, and special singing each night.  We hope

everyone will come praying that souls will be

saved and our hearts will be revived again.  

Pray for our shutins and have a happy Easter!

Jim Thompson, Pastor

Jean Holmes, Reporter

HILLSBORO (CORNERSTONE)

Hello from the Hillsboro FWB Church. 

“This is the day the LORD has made, let us
rejoice and be glad in it.” Praise the Lord God

is good, spring is just around the corner and

Gods beauty is starting to show! 

We have had a difficult winter with much sick

ness in our church some small and the others

big but, God is good. 

We had a Evangelist Day with Bro. Freddy

Dutton and his lovely wife, Sister Terry. All

enjoyed with a delish meal after the service. 

We had a wonderful Sweetheart's Banquet

with Bro. Tim Hamilton as our speaker and his

wife Phyllis. We just competed our revival with

Bro. Tim Hamilton from the Northridge FWB

Church from Dayton as our speaker. He did a

wonderful job as we seen two saved with sever

al going to the altar just to talk to the Lord.

That's two more with their names wrote down in

the Lamb’s Book of Life, so it was a great

revival. We had our Pastor Appreciation Day

with Undivided singing with a dinner after

service. Bro. Ron Brown brought the word. It

was a wonderful day and a special way to show

Bro Richard how much he is appreciated. 

Bro. Ron Brown and Joanie his wife are our

youth leaders and they have been having skat

ing for everyone to enjoy once a month. Even

the older people are enjoying going and watch

ing. 

Easter will be the next thing coming and one

of the best things to celebrate our Lord's raising.

We have started out the year right with four

being saved, one reeducation and for that we are

most thankful. Just remember us in prayer as we

will you. 

God bless until they all hear!

Richard Burns, Pastor

Vicki Johnson White, Reporter 

TROY (LITTLE MIAMI)

“God is always near in spite of our fears”

D.B.

Hello from Troy FWB Church.

This has been a long winter, a lot of sickness

and surgeries. By the grace of God we made it

through. We have a good foundation and leader

ship with Pastor Stump and deacons Don T. and

Gary J.

The last six months has been a blessing for

Sister Ethel; her granddaughter, grandsonin

law and great granddaughter all were saved and

baptized. Praise God!  

Enabling Grace will be here on March 18th to

sing and worship with our congregation. We

have a new Sunday school teacher thanks to,

Deborah R., for the toddler class.

On March 24th the Sunday School youth and

their teachers will be hosting the movie,

Passion of the Christ at 2:00pm in the church

basement. For a donation to support the youth

programs we will offering hot dogs, chips,

candy and desserts. All are welcome.  Thanks to

the hard work and the great meals provided by

the ladies of the church as we have now reached

our halfway point in the fundraising efforts for

the new building. 

With much sadness, we lost two dear sisters

last fall, Ruth P. and Ruby C.  They were

Christians ladies and are now home with the

Lord and in no more pain. As always Troy FWB

keeps you in our prayers and hearts. Please

embrace us in yours. 

Till next time, God bless. 

Dwight Stump, Pastor

Shirley Vogler, Reporter

MT. STERLING (TRINITY)

We have been having a lot of our congregation

out with various illnesses.  We have at least

three people who are being treated for cancer.

And this week Bro. Chuck Foreman had a seri

ous heart attack and is in Mt. Carmel Hospital.

Also, Bro. John Caudill was doing some repair

work on a roof and fell to the ground breaking

several ribs and several other bones.  Please

remember these folks in your prayers.

We had to say goodbye to a friend and mem

ber of one of the founding families of our

church in January.  Bro. Steve Williams went to

be with the Lord after fighting a lengthy illness.

Please remember his widow Robin and siblings,

Gerri Sigmon, Leonard and Rick Williams. 

We are excited and looking forward to our

upcoming revival March 1823rd (Sunday 6:00

pm)(Monday through Friday  each evening at

7:00 pm).  Rev. Garrett Fitch will be preaching

and singing nightly.  If you have never heard

this young man you would really be blessed by

his ministry.  We would like to extend an invita

tion to all who can come and be with us in these

special services.  If you would like a sample of

Garrett's singing you can find him on

youtube.com.  

We will be having communion and feetwash

ing on Good Friday at 7pm.  We would love to

have you all come and worship our with us.

On the third Sunday night each month our

youth take care of the evening service.  They

lead the service, sing in the choir and schedule

a preacher.  In January they invited Rev. Tim

Stevens, pastor of South Columbus FWB

church to bring the message.  In February Rev.

Larry Brown of Antioch Church preached. 

We have two peace officers in our congrega

tion,  Bro. Jeff Funari of the Washington Court

House Police department and Bro. Jim Green of

the Pickaway County Sheriff's Office.  We

would ask that you pray for their safety. 

Densil Wright, Pastor

Lois Wright, Reporter

MADISON (PORTER)

As it does after the first of the year, things have

slowed down, so we can regroup for the upcom

ing year of 2018. 

On January 11th we had our ladies auxiliary

meeting.  We had a great meeting as always

with our sisters in Christ. We have great food

and fellowship with each other. We also had the

election of officers. Our president is Sister

Emma Stevens, Vice President is Sister Tonya

Lykins, Secretary is Sister Cindy Lundy  and the

treasurer is Sister Thelma Martin.  There were

the same ladies that held these offices last year. 

In February we had our ladies meeting on

February 8th. Sister Brenda Fletcher provided

the food, which was delicious.  She read scrip

tures talking about love, which goes along with

the love month of February. It was a great meet

ing of fellowship and prayer. 

Also in February we had a fundraiser for our

youth group. A spaghetti dinner with salad,

green beans, garlic bread, dessert and beverage

was served. Donations were asked to be given

and it was a very profitable for our youth group. 

I think that is it for now, these two months

were the lull before the storm so to speak. I

know it is going to start getting more busy.

Rodney Evans, Pastor

Tammy Martin, Reporter

HERITAGE (CAPITAL CITY)

Hello from Heritage!  

We just wrapped up our 7th season of Upward

Basketball.  It’s been great to get to know so

many new faces and we pray that the ministry

has in some way reached others for Christ.  It

takes many volunteers and coaches for a suc

cessful Upward season and we are so thankful

for other churches that help us fill those posi

tions. 

We have recently enjoyed the ministry of

Robert J. Morgan at our church. His messages

speak the Word to our hearts.

Our annual Homecoming Service will be

Sunday, April 22 at 10am.  Bill Hayes, pastor at

Hillview FWB Church, will be our guest speak

er.   A potluck dinner will follow at Heritage

Hall.

We will welcome our

new Minister of Music

and Discipleship this

summer.  Jacob Lute,

a native of

Wheelersburg OH and

a senior at Welch

College is joining our

staff.

We have Bible Study each Wednesday at 11am

& 7pm.  Everyone welcome! Keep praying and

working for souls to be added to the kingdom of

God!

Tim W. Stout, Pastor

Stephanie Wolfe, Reporter 

WOODLAND CHAPEL (LAWRENCE)

Thus far 2018 has started off a little nontradi

tional, between the 80 degree days in winter and

the monumental amounts of rain. We find God's

blessing in every day and thank Him for uncon

ditional love. 

As the Easter holiday approaches, we are

reminded just how much our Savior has done

for us. We will praise the Lord and thank Him

for His many blessings upon us. We will be hav

ing our Easter Cantata and we would love your

company to enjoy it with us. 

We express our many thanks to The John

Thornsbury Trio for their wonderful singing.

We are grateful for marvelous guest preachers

Brothers Luther Dingus and Ryan Rogers for

contributing to our services and speaking the

word of GOD to our church. 

We would like to ask that you pray for the sick

and those battling with circumstances.

As always you are welcome, loved, and want

ed at Woodland Chapel and we would enjoy

seeing you worship alongside us.

Dave Schug, Pastor

Tabitha Crank, Reporter
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But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him;
and with his stripes we are healed. Isaiah 53:5

Thought for the Month

BOOKKEEPING
ACCOUNTING
NOTARY PUBLIC

M. J. LOWE’S
INCOME TAX SERVICE

3213 SOUTH HIGH STREET
COLUMBUS OHIO 43207

JIM & JEAN LOWE
Phone 16144916280

OWNERS                                            FAX 16144914554

MJLOWE24@YAHOO.COM

Jacob Lute
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IM Ends 2018 in Black, Erases Deficit Missionary Accounts
For the fourth year in a row, International Missions ended the year in the black. General Director

Clint Morgan enthusiastically stated, “We rejoice in God’s provision through His people!” At

yearend, undesignated donations to the World Missions Offering (WMO) totaled $552,768.04.

The 2017 WMO was designated to support partnership commitments ($275,795.91) with the bal

ance split between missionaries in need (60%) and the general fund (40%). As of Dec. 31, all

missionary deficits were erased. The WMO contributed $166,183.28 to the erasure. The balance

of $53,495.02 from the general fund completed the effort to leave no missionary with a deficit.

"No words describe the joy of having adequate income to erase the 2017 deficits of all mission

ary accounts. Each missionary staring at red ink embarks into 2018 with a blank slate and the

hope of securing adequate resources to fully fund their accounts," said Director Morgan.

“We used undesignated gifts to the WMO and the general fund,” CFO Rob Conley explained, “to

erase all $219,678.30 of deficit missionary accounts. While extremely thankful we could do this,

it means all 10 accounts are underfunded. Giving missionaries a clean slate on December 31 does

not mean they will not have a deficit again. That is, unless people support these struggling

accounts on a monthly basis. Please, look at the list of those who are underfunded and choose at

least one account to support monthly.”

Missionaries who began 2018 with $1.00 or less in their accounts are: Rusty and Brenda

Carney, Jerry and Barbara Gibbs, Carlisle Hanna and India Ministries, Don and Ruth

McDonald, Neil and Mandi Morgan, Matt and Cristina Price, Lázaro and Ariadna Riesgo,

Nathan and Linda Snow, Dennis and Carol Teague and Steve and Lori Torrison. 

Morgan reminded, “Lack of monthly support moved missionary accounts into the red. Faithful

monthly giving will put our missionaries on the field and keep them there."

Serving Him,  Clint Morgan, General Director 

The Snow Family, Missionaries to Japan
How good it has been to visit with so many of you

over the last several months. Since April of last year,

our deputation trail has taken us over approximately

40,000 miles of roadway, through many airports and

to 27 states. We are certainly thankful for God’s hand

of protection on us in our travels. Even after driving

through wind, rain, hail and snow, our most exciting

moment has only been hitting a deer, and he wound

up in the freezer, so even that had its moment of

blessing!

In January I had the pleasure of attending the Ohio

Men’s Retreat. It was great to renew old friendships and make many new ones. It was certainly

an encouragement for me.

While stateside, we do get occasional reports from Eastern Hokkaido, the region in which we

work. We were thrilled to learn that a young man has recently begun attending the Abashiri

church. In a land where growth has traditionally been very slow, we see each individual move

toward Christ as a cause for praise and celebration. Please do keep the Abashiri church in your

prayers, as well as our sister church in Bihoro. These are challenging days. Our coworkers, the

Carneys, have also returned to the US for stateside assignment, and will be relocating to Tokyo

upon return. Please pray for these two churches in our absence. These are our only churches in

Eastern Hokkaido, approximately five hours from others. Pray for the new Christians there, and

for the “seekers” we left as we returned for stateside assignment last April. 

It is our hearts’ desire to return as quickly as possible. Our “normal” schedule would have us

returning by the end of March 2018. However, raising new financial partners has been much

slower than we anticipated. To date, we still lack over $6,000.00 a month in support, and will

need a $25,400.00 balance in our account in order to receive permission to return to Japan. In our

25 years of serving in Japan, this has certainly been our most challenging season to date. We do

covet your prayers and your advocacy on the behalf of our ministry there. 

If you, your church, or your company would like to learn more about what a difference your

financial partnership can mean for you and for the 99.7% unreached people in Japan, please con

tact us at nsnow@fwbgo.com, or by phone, 2293527622. I’d like to also remind you that all

gifts are tax deductible. This is especially important for corporate sponsors who are looking to

use their tax reducing contributions to make a difference. For those of you have been supporting

the Snows’ ministry in Japan, would you challenge others in your church or association to con
sider doing the same? I can say with absolute certainty, your help will enable the Gospel to be

heard in Eastern Hokkaido by those who have never had the chance to hear the story of Jesus,

and how He can change their life for eternity. God bless you! Please do keep us in your prayers.

Nathan and Linda Snow, Abashiri, Hokkaido, Japan

WMO Sunday, April 29, 2018

North American Ministries Conducts

First Pastor’s Booth Camp 

Free Will Baptist North American Ministries hosted

their first ever Pastor’s Boot Camp Training January

23rd24th  at the National office building in Antioch,

Tennessee. Twenty pastors from seven states attended

the twoday event which featured twelve sessions of

training covering information ranging from security to

social media, leadership and various church health

issues. 

Speakers for the event included the NAM

directors, David Crowe, Jim McComas,

Brad Ransom and Kenneth Akers. Guest

sessions speakers included NAM Board

chairman, Jeff Jones and local pastor of the

Donelson Fellowship, Robert Morgan. 

Response from the free event was extreme

ly positive and participants experienced

great teaching, fellowship and food provid

ed by North American Ministries. Sessions

were streamed live on the NAM Facebook

page,  with thousands of viewers for the various sessions.  (These videos continue to be
available for viewing on our Facebook page.)

One participant commented, “I attended the Pastor’s Boot Camp at North American

Ministries not really knowing what I would get out of it. What I received was practical

help for my ministry, insights from men with decades of experience, wonderful fellow

ship and tools that will aid me well into the future. The entire staff at North American

Ministries was extremely helpful and took the time to invest in me as a pastor. For that,

I am extremely grateful. The next time they have a Boot Camp, sign up as soon as you

can. I promise that you will not regret it.” (Brian Cameron, Pastor, White Oaks Free

Will Baptist Church, Macon, Georgia.)

Jim McComas, Director of Church Revitalization

FELLOWSHIP TRACT LEAGUE  

For all of your TRACT needs  

Call Rep. Tim Lapish at 1-614-937-5746 
or 1-513-494-1075;

Available for pulpit supply
timJL52@yahoo.com

HAMILTON GLADES (PORTER)

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, there’s just something

about that name! So thankful for amazing grace

and peace that He offers. 

Greetings from the Hamilton Glades Church.

Sorry that I missed the last deadline with all the

hustle and bustle of the Christmas season. We

had a nice Christmas dinner on December 2nd

and our Christmas play was on December 10th.

Some of our youth and adults went caroling at

our local retirement center in December. 

We missed several services in January and

February due to the weather. 

In December Mark Watters had a stroke and is

still recovering. His motherinlaw, Donna

Blaine, a dear sister from our church went to

heaven in the middle of January. She had a

wonderful testimony and started every service

on her feet, hands raised, praising Jesus! She is

greatly missed. We’re so thankful that she got

to see her dear husband Harold saved before

she passed. Continued prayers for that family. 

Robin Moore and Penny Parker did a wonder

ful job planning our Valentine’s dinner in

February. Our kids have been doing great in the

Bible Quiz Rally. They bring home trophies

and/ or swords each time. We’re thankful for

the good attendance of our adults as well.

We’re praying about an upcoming spring

revival. We’re also looking forward to the Go

Global missionary event at the Porter Church in

March. 

Our pastor preached a much needed sermon

from Job in February. Thankful for the pastors

that still pastor the little churches.

Looking forward to spring and sunny weather.

Until next time, blessings from the little white

church in the cornfield.

Jim Dummitt, Pastor

Jenny Dummitt, Reporter



Sand Hill FWB Pastor Garry Sorrell has been

laid up with a broken leg after a recent severe

fall.  He is now home recovering.

Austin Drakulic, son of Flagship FWB

Missionaries Tony and Marie Drakulic had a

brain tumor removed on January 29th in

Pittsburgh. Austin is the great grandson of Ohio

Association Bookkeeper Ruth Ann Castle.

Fredia Street, wife of Woodstock Pastor

Russell Street had tests January and is having

surgery in March.

Pat Daniel, wife of former Ohio Mission

Board Member and Neville Pastor Roger Daniel

came through a 12 hour surgery January 27th in

Cleveland. She was in the Cleveland Clinic for

several weeks after the surgery.

Gene Fry from McGuffey FWB was taken to

OSU East Campus with double pneumonia

February 9th. 

Janice Beverly, a member of the Hillview

Church suffered a light stroke February 5th. She

is now home recovering. She is the mother in

law of Pastor Bill Hayes.

Former Ohio Pastor Mark Leonard has been

in the hospital in South Carolina after taking a

severe fall and hip surgery.

Pat Booth, wife of Gahanna Pastor Curtis

Booth has been to the hospital and is now home.

Marsha England, wife of Rev. Jim England is

to have surgery in March.  She is a member of

the Westerville Church. 

Gayle Rapp, former Ambassador Bookstore

employee has been in the St Ann’s Hospital with

pneumonia and is now in rehab. She is a mem

ber of the Westerville Church.

Barb Shaw, a member of the Fairview Church

has been in the hospital with liver problems.

She is now home.

Rev. Bill Chadwick, pastor of the North FWB

Church was in St. Ann's Hospital with heart

issues.  He was released Feb. 23rd.

Sherman Dixon, a deacon at the Dailyville

Church has been in the hospital in February.

Rev. Earl Tackett, pastor of the Dean Road

Church is being tested for surgery.

Rev. Ed Crane from the Beech Grove Church

has had three knee surgeries.

High Street Pastor James Webb was taken to

the hospital with stroke symptoms on February

27th. 

BLOOM (PINE CREEK)

“I want to go to Heaven", was how Bro. Danny

Bouts, longtime senior deacon and SS teacher,

ended his testimony through the years.  Dec.

10th, he made it home to heaven. It was on a

Sunday and he spent his last day with his fami

ly at church.  He loved going every time the

church doors were open, we knew Danny would

be there.  It has been said that the legacy of ded

ication to the building and growth of Bloom is

in every corner of our church and we pray for

Margie, Traci, Ryan and grandkids.   Sis. Kay

Ehrhart Carter also passed away since our last

report, and please pray for her family as she will

be missed in our services.

We have been blessed with special singing by

the Gospel Harmony Boys, and Joy Jones

Group. Our youth blesses us the last Sunday

each month with songs, scriptures, skits and a

message from Youth Pastor Shawn Campbell.

Bro. Chris Oiler and family have blessed us

and  have joined our church.  

Keith and Johnda Dunham were saved around

Christmas and Duane Middleton was selected

as trustee at our last business meeting.

We congratulate new babies to the following

families: HienemanJohnson family grandson;

Adkins family grandchildren, Ariya Lenegar

and Connor Manchester; Collins family grand

daughter; Jeff Middleton family granddaughter.

Baby Dedications were held for Ellie Faith

Harner, Kinsley Hazel Ramey and Melody in

the LavenderLewis family.  It is so encourag

ing to see young families coming to church.

We are having revival with Bro. Chris Oiler

preaching March 411th, 7pm and we know that

God has wonderful messages and singing for us

to be revived as a church family and see souls

saved. 

God bless our sister churches and everyone as

we continue to "Win the Lost" to Christ!

Kenny Klaiber, Pastor

Diana Claxon Stonerock, Reporter

LIGHTHOUSE  (TRISTATE)

Greetings to all my fellow Free Will Baptists,

it is a pleasure to write this report and we are

praising God as always. 

The weather put on hold some of the plans we

had made for February, so we had to reschedule

them. We got our new church directories so that

everyone got one.  Those of us that participated

got a free picture.

Mattie Hollon (Granny) one of our most loved

members went home to be with Jesus in

January, she was 93. She will be missed.

In February some of our members helped

another older member move to her new apart

ment and help get the old apartment cleaned and

put things away in the new apartment. We have

such a loving and giving church, truly brothers

and sisters in Christ.

We had the FWB Conference at our church. It

was great to have them there. The ladies aux.

served a meal after the meeting and we had

donuts for breakfast. 

Bobby Courtney, Pastor

Nancy Reiber, Reporter 

COALTON (JACKSON)

Greetings to our brothers and sisters in Christ!

We held our annual election of officers in

January and most held their present positions.

We are thankful for men and women who have

a willing heart to work in the service of our

Lord.  

We enjoyed good fellowship and worshiping

the Lord together at our quarterly conference

meeting.  We heard wonderful messages by

Bros. Rob Fulton Jr. and Edwin Hayes.  Bro.

Rob preached about Taking out the ashes and

Bro. Edwin What do you do when you don’t

know what to do?
The last Sunday in February we heard special

singing by a family called Covered by Love.

They did a great job in lifting our spirits and

then we heard their young son, Ethan, deliver a

great message about Lifting up the Standard.    

As always, we are thankful for the messages

delivered to us by our pastor, assistant pastor

and member, Bro. Robert Fulton on a regular

basis.   God is so good to keep us encouraged

and    strengthened  on  our  journey  to  heav

en.

Tim Simpson, Pastor

Sandra DeHart, Reporter

MARYSVILLE (CENTRAL OHIO)

“For thou LORD, art good, and ready to for
give; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that
call upon thee.” Psalm 86.5

Our church had a lot of sickness during the

winter months, but His mercies are great.

The Spiritual Echoes will be singing for us

March 11th in the am service.

March 30th at 7pm, we will be having our

communion and feetwashing service in remem

brance of our Lord.

We are looking forward to our Easter service

April 1st at 10am celebrating Christ resurrec

tion. There will be an egg hunt for the children

following the service.

God’s Messengers are going to be singing for

us April 29th at 11am. It is always a blessing to

have them in the service.

We have a lot of musical talent in our church.

We have a variety of musical instruments, along

with good singing, including the sound and

video room. They are a great blessing to our

services.

Paul Bogenrife, Pastor 

Helen Murray, Reporter

SWAUGER VALLEY (PINE CREEK)

There’s a stirring in the valley! God is ever

faithful and has definitely been leading our con

gregations through the last quarter.  

We have enjoyed great fellowship, brought

sacrifices of praise and soaked in God’s mes

sage to our hearts brought by Pastor Mike

Simpson, lessons by Dwayne Donahoe, Tom

Williams and Pastor Mike.  

We are excited to see what God has in store for

our Annual Men’s Prayer Breakfast the Annual

Swauger Valley Camp Meeting.  Men’s Prayer

Breakfast will be Saturday, March 10th at

8:00am with Kenny Klaiber preaching and

Chris Oiler ministering in song.  

Camp Meeting is March 12–16th with Mike

McCoy preaching MondayThursday and

Shawn Beauchamp on Friday.  11th Hour will

be singing Monday, The Lore Family on

Tuesday and Wednesday and the Joyaires on

Thursday and Friday the 16th.  Dinner will be

served at 5:00pm each evening in the church

annex.  Home talent will be singing each

evening beginning at 6:15pm until service time

at 7:00pm.  May God bless!

Mike Simpson, Pastor

Laura Simpson, Reporter
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Hospital
Greetings from the 

Ohio Women Active for Christ

State Board.

News and Upcoming Events

Our 2018 State Project is $6,000.

We have been raising money for the 2019 National that will be held in Cincinnati for

several years.  We currently are just over $22,000 and would like to raise an addition

al $3,000 for this.

Our annual Women’s Day events will be held again this spring. Our Southern Ohio

Women’s Day will be at the Porter Church on Saturday, April 28th and the Northern

Ohio Women’s Day will be May 19th at the Rittman Church.  Both of the events will

begin at 9:30 AM. The classes offered at these Women’s Day events will be…

The Proverbs 31 Woman; what does she look like today.  

Responsibility to your church family; are you contributing enough? 

Loving the difficult like God does. 

Fasting; focus on God.  

Food in the church; feed them and they will come.  

Bible Journaling; take your study to the next level

Our State meeting speaker will be Missy McKenzie, home missionary to Ashland in

June.

Our “BIG NEWS” for 2018 is a

change in our OWAC Retreat loca

tion.  On Friday, October 12th we will

be going to Amish Country and staying

at the Berlin Grande Hotel in Berlin.

More information on this will be com

ing soon.  We have a limited number of

rooms and we need your reservations

in ASAP.  Our speaker for this is Kellie

Penn, international missionary to

Champaign Illinois.  You can contact Jeannie Sargent with reservations.

Ohio Women Active for Christ

Update
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Welch College Enrollment at Highest Point

in Ten Years

Welch headcount totaled 385 for the Fall 2017 semester,

marking the highest enrollment in ten years, according to

Provost Matthew McAffee.

"We have not seen an enrollment number like this since the

fall semester of 2006,” said McAffee. “We are thrilled by

this headcount and believe it shows we are gaining signifi

cant momentum in enrollment growth."

Registrar Sharon Rodgers completed final enrollment statistics for the fall semester of 2017,

after registration for the third session for the Online and Enriched Adult Studies programs was

complete. Statistics show that the fall enrollment in all major areas was greater than at any point

since before the Recession, which drove down enrollment numbers from 2008 to 2011, until they

began to rebound in 2012.

The fulltime equivalent enrollment for Fall 2017 was 280, the highest since 2007, when that

number was 287. The headcount for Fall 2017 was 385, the highest since 2006 when the number

was 391. The dormitory enrollment was 196, the highest since 2007 when the number was 209.

"For the past five years, Welch has been experiencing a rebound in enrollment from our difficult

years back in the Recession," said Welch President Matt Pinson. "Like many Christian colleges,

Welch's enrollment dipped in the aftermath of the Recession, and we struggled as a result. We're

thankful to have seen enrollment gradually increase over the past five years, and it's great to see it

reach preRecession levels for the first time this year."

College officials credit the college's name change and relocation to its new campus in Gallatin,

Tennessee, with much of the recent growth. "I wouldn't be surprised if enrollment topped 500 in

the next year or two, and set an alltime record in the year or two after that," Pinson said. 

For more information, visit welch.edu. To give to the capital campaign to fund construction of

the new campus, visit BuildingontheLegacy.com.

93 Welch College Students Make President’s and Provost’s Honor

Roll

The fall 2017 semester at Welch College ended with 93 students receiving academic recognition,

according to Provost Matthew McAffee. This honor roll includes both online and Enriched Adult

Studies students whose fall courses ended in December.

Thirtyseven students made all A’s and were placed on the President’s List—9 seniors, 6 juniors,

9 sophomores, and 13 freshmen.  Fiftysix earned a 3.25 GPA and all A’s and B’s were placed on

the Provost’s list—15 seniors, 8 juniors, 11 sophomores, and 22 freshmen.

Ohio Students who made the lists include Jacob Lute, Rae Mahaney, Whitney Wright and

Andrew Glass

Welch College Formalizes Nursing Degree with Union University

On Thursday, December 7, Welch College president Dr. Matt Pinson and Union University presi

dent Dr. Dub Oliver signed an agreement creating a new Bachelor of Science in Nursing

(B.S.N.) degree, according to Dr. Greg Ketteman, Vice President for Strategic Initiatives.

“In August, President Pinson announced a collaborative relationship with three universities to

address the increasing demand for nurses,” Ketteman said. “Belmont University, Cumberland

University, and Union University have each agreed to create a seamless path for Welch College

students to be admitted to their Schools of Nursing.”

According to Ketteman, in the new arrangement with Union, Welch freshmen will pursue an

associate’s (A.S.) degree with a PreNursing/Biology major at Welch. Students will be able to

take advantage of the Tennessee Promise as well as other federal and Welchbased financial aid.

These students will begin volunteering in a healthcare setting, primarily within the HighPoint

Health System.

Upon completing the Welch A.S. degree, graduates will be able to transfer into the B.S.N. pro

gram at Union, living on the Welch campus and taking nursing courses at Union’s nearby

Hendersonville campus. When appropriate, nursing students will participate in clinical education

settings in Gallatin and Sumner County. Welch students will be mentored and advised throughout

the fouryear academic process.

Ketteman said, “One of the great things about this program is that it allows students entrance into

a wellknown B.S.N. program at a time when admission to such programs is very competitive. It

also enables students to complete their B.S.N. at a significantly lower price than at most institu

tions, since the first two years will be a Welch, which has a significantly lower tuition rate than

most private colleges, and the last two years will be at Union, which also has competitively

priced tuition.”

He continued, “Welch is making a considerable investment in faculty, equipment, and instruction

al materials to make sure participants in this new program are well prepared and qualified for the

rigors of nursing majors. Corporate sponsors and grant applications have been made to offset the

startup cost of this new educational initiative.”

HighPoint Health System has already contributed $25,000 to the initiative. Susan Peach, CEO of

Sumner Regional Hospital, recently presented a gift to Welch for its new nursing collaborative.

“My hope is that this partnership between these schools will fill the need for more nurses in the

midstate,” Peach stated.

Contact Dr. Ian Hawkins (ihawkins@welch.edu) at Welch College for more information about

this program. Welch College is located on a beautiful new campus in Gallatin on Bison Trail. To

learn more, visit welch.edu or call 615.675.5225.

Evangelist 
Mike Blanton

Available for services, revivals 
and campmeetings!

(614) 871-2795 

Mike Blanton and
Evidence

available to sing at your
church!

With a new year, also come new beginnings.  Family Ministries is excited about what God has

in store for 2018.  Allow us to share with you some current happenings at the ministry.

In January 2018, restructure on our Tennessee campus began taking shape.  We are changing

direction with our residential program and focusing our efforts on the foster care population.

Restructure includes operating three cottages for Extended Foster Care (Independent Living).

This consists of young men who have nowhere to return home to; no biological family nor fos

ter home since they have aged out.  Our first young man, Levi, just entered our new program on

January 19th.  Over the years, he has been in 7 different placements.  We are happy to report

that he is settling in wonderfully in his new environment.  He rises at 6:30 each morning and

runs, feeds the farm animals and gets ready for his day ahead.  During his first week here, he

got up early before his house parents and cooked a breakfast of eggs and tenderloin, and invited

them to join him.  He made the statement that he has waited a long time for a family and he

feels like he has one now.  Levi was baptized by Rev. John Buchanan at Liberty FWB Church,

Chuckey, TN, on January 28th.  He has also expressed his desire to join as a member of the

church.  We are watching before our very eyes the transformation of this young man. 

Representatives of Family Ministries, and the generous donors who have worked so hard over

the past three years to help make the Maggie House in Charleston, AR, a reality, invited sup

porters to a “Burn the Note” Celebration February 7.  This 32bed longterm residential care

facility serves abused and neglected children from toddlers to teenagers.   We are so blessed

that God has allowed us to retire the debt of this home, and we hope the unified efforts of sup

port will continue for the Young Children’s Home, our newest child care facility in Fort Smith,

AR, to be able pay it off in the same manner.

We are in our final phase of fundraising for the Hope Center Maternity Home.  We have

invited 100 churches to give $1,000 by the 1st of April 2018.  We thank those churches who

have already responded to this appeal.  Would you consider a special Easter Sunday offering, in

celebration of our hope of new life eternal, and the new life born to moms who will be living at

our Maternity House?  Your gifts will enable us to reach out to young women and their babies

by providing them with a loving, nurturing environment, while offering guidance to put moms

on a path to a better future for both she and her little one.

We have always emphasized that this is YOUR MINISTRY.  Our continuance is dependent

upon God’s people answering the call to become actively involved through your faithful prayer

and financial commitment.  It is only through our united purpose that together we can win souls

for His Kingdom.  Thank you for all you do!

Contact us at:

90 Stanley Lane | Greeneville, TN  37743

Phone:  423.639.9449 | Email:  info@fwbfm.com | Website: www.fwbfm.com



OAK HILL (JACKSON)

Greetings. Praise God we serve a living

Savior. 

There has been  a lot of sickness at our church

and we are really looking forward to spring. It’s

a beautiful time of year to see flowers pushing

up through the ground and see everything

spring to life. It’s also a special time for

Christians as we celebrate Easter and the

Resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ.

We held a revival Jan 712th. Bro. George

Cadie preached on the 7th from Mark 9:2223,

In Our Darkest Hour. Bro. Tim Simpson

preached some wonderful sermons the rest of

the week and we saw one soul saved.  

Jan. 27th was our song fest. Our singers were

Covered With Love. What a wonderful time

we had in the Lord. On Feb. 24th Brittany and

Kyle Schaffer came to sing and Bro. Ethan

Smith preached. He is 16 years old and did a

great job. He preached from Luke 16. His title

was There Is A Rich Man Inside Of Me.  Bro.

Billy McFann preached on Feb. 11th from

Jeremiah 8:1822 and his children sang. We

thank God for them. We’re thankful for all our

visitors and we love each one. 

Until next time, may God bless you.

Allen Simpson, Pastor

Sandy Clark, Reporter

WELLINGTON (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings from Wellington FWB. We thank

God for His blessings on our church. 

Bro. Mark Chapman came and sang for us on

Dec 31st. He and his wife Thelma are such a

blessing, He sings and Sis. Thelma runs the

slide show. They do God’s work beautifully. 

We are so blessed to have Bro. Willy Bias and

his wife, Marsha as our interim pastor. They’re

both on fire for God’s work and they’re both

very hard workers. Please pray that God leaves

him here at Wellington, and that our church will

grow and everyone will support him. 

We had family game night Feb. 3rd and had a

good turnout and a lot of fun. Thanks to every

one who worked to put that on. 

March 4th we had Brian Hagerman preach

for us. March 10th we’re having a prayer break

fast with Sue Jarvas from Medina Detention

Home speaking for us, starting at 9am. 

Please keep our church in your prayers, we

want to grow and see souls saved.

Willy Bias, Interim Pastor

Marilyn Thompson, Reporter

WOODSTOCK (CENTRAL OHIO)

“This is the day which the LORD has made;
we will rejoice and be glad in it.” That is what

Psalm 118:24 says. Pastor Street brought that

out in one of his messages recently. Do we mur

mur and complain about what life gives us? We

shouldn’t because God is in control.

As we are writing this report, we are in revival

with Rev. Freddy Dutton and Rev. Scott

Wisniewski. Praying souls will be revived and

souls saved.

Continue to remember Sister Fredia Street in

prayer. She is doing well but has a surgical pro

cedure in a few days. I thought about what she

said about missing church so much she cries. It

is a privilege to be able to attend church. We

should not take that lightly. We never know

when that might be taken from us. 

We recently had a Gideon representative with

us telling of their good work. 

We have had to cancel a few services due to

the weather, but thankfully spring is near. We

will soon be celebrating the event of our risen

Savior! We must never forget the cost Jesus

paid for our free salvation!                                                                                   

Russell Street, Pastor

Virginia Jones, Reporter

LOCKBOURNE (TRINITY)

Greetings from Lockbourne FWB Church.  

The ladies fellowship had a successful

Blanketer Party at the church in January.

Thirtyone fleece blankets were made for criti

cally ill children in Children’s Hospital and

ladies at Haven House in Pickaway County, a

domestic violence and homeless shelter.  It is a

blessing to know that the blankets which were

made with love will be used to bring comfort to

those who are ill and those who are struggling.

Continue to pray for the ladies fellowship as

we move forward at our next meeting to lay out

a plan for the year ahead. Pray that we will be

lead by the Lord in the things we do and that we

will be a blessing to others. 

Lockbourne hosted the Trinity Conference on

February 3rd and provided lunch for the other

churches in our conference.  Thanks to every

one who attended the conference and also spe

cial thanks to all helped with lunch. 

We offer our sympathy and prayers to Sister

Beulah Lawson on the loss of her aunt and to

Bro. Henry Grimmett on the loss of his wife,

Louise.  We pray that God will be especially

close to these families in their time of loss and

in the days ahead. 

We are grateful to the Lord for the wonderful

services we have been having lately.  While the

world around us seems to be changing in many

ways, we are thankful that we find stability,

peace and refreshing in the presence of the

Lord.  Please pray for us at Lockbourne as we

labor together in the Lord.

Leon Stevens, Pastor

Janelle Sagraves, Reporter

MOUNT HOPE (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Mount Hope FWB Church.

We are happy to announce Bro. Adam Henry

has announced his call to preach the Word of

God.  We are looking forward to spring and we

are praying for a revival.  

Please continue to remember our church mem

bers who are sick in your prayers: Sister Lena

Ruth, Sister Gwen Cooper, Sister Flo Loop and

Brother Bob Branningan. 

Our church services are Sunday morning at

9:30 am and Sunday evening at 6:00pm.  We

have Bible Study on Wednesday nights at 7:00

pm.  Our homecoming is October 7th and we

will have The Bakers singing for us.   More

information will be given in the next report.

We thank God for all He has done for us.  Until

the next time, may the Lord keep you and bless

you.

Gary Selby, Pastor

Karen Charles, Reporter

MECHANICSBURG (TRINITY)

Greetings from Mechanicsburg FWB Church. 

Spring is upon us! We are surely blessed! God

is an awesome God!  We worship and sing

praises to our Lord every Sunday!  Our Pastor,

Jessie Walters and Assistant Pastor Clay

Baldwin bring a good message. 

We celebrated the 60th Wedding Anniversary

of our Pastor Jessie Walters and Sister Bonnie

Feb. 10th! They were married February 7,

1958….60 years of wedded bliss!  

We celebrated this Christmas, with a thankful,

but heavy heart.  Last year we saw several of

our congregation go  to be with the Lord.   Oct.

12th our dear Sister Ruby Caudill passed onto

her eternal home.  She leaves behind her sister,

Anna Lee Hildreth, who cared for her during

her entire life. Sept. 18th Harriett Holycross

was set free from this world of sickness and

pain. She leaves her husband, Robbie Holycross

and her mother and fatherinlaws, Terri and

Vickie Holycross and grandmotherinlaw,

Sister Loraine Campbell.  Aug. 6th, Sister Loray

Carter, a lifelong member of our church went

home to be with our Lord and Savior.  Sister

Loray dedicated her life to Christ serving many

years as Sunday School Teacher, a member of

the choir, and director of many Christmas plays

in the past.   She leaves behind her husband,

Bro. Atlee Carter and three children and their

families.  Aug. 5th Bro. Paul Reese entered eter

nal life, safely home in heaven at last.  He

blessed us by playing the guitar for the choir

each Sunday. He leaves behind his wife, Sister

Meda Reese, their daughters, Paula and Penny

and their families.  April 7th, Sister Sarah Carter

lost her husband, Addie Carter.  Please remem

ber these families who have lost their loved

ones.  

We look forward to Good Friday with  servic

es to include communion and feetwashing.   

Easter Sunday we will be celebrating the ulti

mate sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

We ask that you keep us in prayer.  May the

Lord bless and keep you.

Jessie Walters, Pastor

Bobbi Groeber, Reporter

PLEASANT HILL (CENTRAL OHIO)

Greetings from Pleasant Hill FWB. My good

ness, where has this year gone?

We have been very busy these last three

month. We had a New Year’s watch service and

a nice size crowd for this event.

We were busy in January as well. Jan. 5th we

had a 24 hour prayer vigil that was well attend

ed. We had a “Come and Dine” Jan. 19th and a

country breakfast on Jan. 20th. 

In February we had a men’s breakfast on the

3rd, a Valentines Party as Shirley Robinson’s on

the 13th and a Valentines Dinner on the 24th.

We plan on having a talent show March 10th

with a soup fundraiser before the talent show.

Our services have been filled with God’s

Spirit, walking up and down the isles. The altars

have been busy with people growing in their

faith. God is sure working with our pastor to

bring sermons to touch our hearts.

In closing, we had Bro. Andrew Cordell

bringing our evening service Feb. 25th. He

preached on “Valentine” with scripture to spell

out Valentine. 

We have been blessed with new people attend

ing our church. We are seeing growth in our

church. Praise the Lord!

Robert Franklin, Pastor

Marjorie Abrams, Reporter

REYNOLDSBURG (FRANKLIN)

We are so thankful that spring will soon be

here!!  With many being unable to attend due to

the snow and cold weather, we look forward to 

the warmth of the sunshine again.  We have

many who have been ill and are starting to show

improvement.

We are having a 13,000 egg hunt on Saturday,

March 24th at 2pm.  We invite you to bring your

kids.  On Easter we will be having our annual

Sunrise Service at 7am with breakfast after

wards.  We also have our Annual "Violet

Maynard Songfest" on Saturday, April 21st at 6

pm.  We will be having a Spaghetti Dinner at 4

pm also.  We would love to have you worship

with us.  Our homecoming is Sunday, May 6th

with Rev. James Blake preaching.

Jerry Sargent, Pastor

Jeannie Sargent, Reporter
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PORTER (PORTER)

Greetings from Porter FWB Church! We begin

2018 with enthusiasm to serve and learn about

our Lord. We had several men attend the Ohio

Men’s Retreat this January. We always enjoy

hearing the reports on the way that this gather

ing renews the spirit of those men that attend.

The Wednesday night children’s ministry has

started another year of the Elements curriculum.

The children love these lessons. They love the

games, experiments, skits and especially the

videos made by Pastor Steve!

March 1st, we began offering Dave Ramsey’s

“Financial Peace University.” This program

gives participants a plan to takes control of their

money and to use the resources that God bless

es with in a responsible manner.

On Saturday March 17th, our church will be

hosting “GoGlobal Missions Conference” for

the Porter Association. There will be missionar

ies from France, Uruguay and other areas of the

world. Everyone is encouraged to attend!

VBS planning has begun, and summer will be

upon us shortly! I think that many are excited to

see what spring has in store for our church with

Easter just around the corner.

Mark Price, Pastor

Tehra Clevenger, Reporter

COMMUNITY (CENTRAL OHIO)

For our March calendar of events are as fol

lows: We will be having Bro. Gary Lee from

the FWB Children’s home March 11th, in the

morning worship service. This will be a great

opportunity  for the congregation to learn about

this ministry.  We will also be having our com

munion and feetwashing service on Palm

Sunday which is March 25th. The church is

looking forward to breaking ground for a new

shelter house for the church property.  If the

weather permits, we will begin this project in

March. 

Our ladies group is still making crafts for dif

ferent needs in the community. In December,

we made over 40 blankets and donated them to

a couple of charities and a family in need.  

We are looking forward to Easter Sunday

Service!  Bro. Jerry will be bringing our mes

sage to challenge our souls. We will have spe

cial music also. The young people will do an

egg hunt for the Children’s Church little ones. 

Our annual bowling event was a great success!

We had a large number in attendance.  It was

great fun for all.  The youth group had a bake

sale to raise funds for their missions trip.  It was

held before Valentine’s Day and the raised close

to $300.00! Great job! Congratulations on your

hard work! Thank you for the yummy treats! 

Jerry Newman Pastor

A Friend Reporter

SCIOTODALE (PINE CREEK)

I hope everyone was able to maintain a sweet

Christmas Spirit brought on by celebrating

God’s gift, Jesus, during the Christmas Season!

First and foremost, we want to thank God for

two new converts followed by a double baptism

in November. God is still saving people and

calling people to himself. Pray they will grow in

faith and be in the center of God’s will.

November was a busy month with Operation

Christmas Child, Mission North America Home

Mission offering and the sleeping bag and coat

collection for the homeless.

Nov 21st our service was a “Give Thanks

Service.”  Give thanks in  everything for this is
God’s will for you In Christ Jesus.”

I Thessalonians 5:18

We started off December with our adult

Christmas Party. It was a time of wonderful fel

lowship celebrating together with a catered

meal, passing party gift exchange, and singing

Christmas carols. 

Our musical “Christmas Shoes” was per

formed on Dec. 1617th. Everyone was blessed

by this performance on how God used a pair of

shoes to change someone’s life.   

We thank our youth and young adults for going

caroling and delivering fruit baskets to  our

shutins.

On Christmas Eve our AM service message

was “Why Christmas?”  The candlelight service

is always a blessing to all!

Our men enjoyed the annual Ohio Men’s

Retreat in January.

We wish everyone a Happy New Year in 2018.

May God bless you!

Aaron Reed, Pastor

Debbie Hawes, Reporter

FAITH (SOUTH CENTRAL)

Greetings from Faith FWB Church! 

It’s been a rough winter and we are so ready

for spring.

First of all we want to thank God for another

baptism! Praise God!

We also want to praise God for a new family

that have recently become a part of our church

family.  God has been so good! 

Our soup kitchen that we have the last Friday

of each month has been going well.  We appre

ciate all those who put work and effort every

month into making it successful.  Special thanks

to Steve and Hannah Goss, Delena Windle,

Marvin and Brenda Burns, Irene Walton, Foster

Dougherty and Heather Dupler for being so

faithful to this ministry. 

We had a movie night March 3rd.  We will be

saw a movie called A Matter of Faith. It was a

night of good Christian fellowship.

We had Friend Day March 4th!  We are prayed

for visitors and for good things to happen that

day.  We had a potluck dinner following the

morning service. 

We are thankful for God’s blessings on our

church and in our lives.  We ask His blessings

on all of you. In His service.

Tony Vanover, Pastor

Teresa Gibson, Reporter
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Central Ohio
March 10 Franklin Conference Alternative Ministry Classes,at Reynoldsburg FWB, Jerry Sargent, Pastor

March 1823 Mt Sterling, Revival with  Rev. Garrett Fitch preaching, Densil Wright, Pastor

April 7 Central Ohio Conference meeting at Marysville FWB, Paul Bogenrife, Pastor

April 28 Cornerstone Conference  meeting at Hillsboro FWB, Richard Burns, Pastor

May 5 Trinity Conference Meets at Mechanicsburg FWB, Jesse Walters, Pastor

Northern Ohio
April 7 North & Western Conference meeting at Tiffin FWB, Clifford Tyree, Pastor

April 14 CuyahogaLorain Conference meeting at Unity FWB, Eugene Crouch, Pastor

April 21 Northeastern Conference meeting at Elm Street FWB, Ronnie Conn, Pastor 

Southern Ohio
April 28 Jackson Conference  meeting at Oak Hill FWB, Alan Simpson, Pastor

May 5 Lawrence Conference meeting at Lagrange FWB, Aaron Abner, Pastor 

May 12 SouthCentral Conference  meeting at McArthur FWB, Jim Henderson, Pastor

May 12 Pine Creek Conference meeting at Mount Hope FWB, Gary Selby, Pastor

Western Ohio
May 5 Little Miami Conference meeting at First Dayton FWB, Mark Long, Pastor 

Coming EventsComing Events
For Ohio Free Will BaptistsFor Ohio Free Will Baptists

OYC 2018 Dates to

Remember:

March 23–OYC Competitions Entry

Deadline – Please have your competition entry

forms postmarked or emailed by this date to make

sure we have time to process everything and get

back to you with any questions. Please send your

entries to: 

Deanna Price 

2710 Dogwood Ridge Road 

Wheelersburg, Ohio 45694

Email:dprice@stanbender.com

Would you like to show others in the state of Ohio what your youth group has been up to in

the last year or let us know a little more about your group? Be creative! Make a video (3

minutes max) by March 23 and email jason.luthy@gmail.com and let us know that you

want to submit a video. Then you will be given instructions on how to submit it and, after

review, we will show it at this year's OYC competitions. Feel free to email with questions!

We had one video submitted last year, and would like to see even more participation this

year so we can see what individual church and conference youth groups have been up to. 

April 7 – OYC Ministry Expo – Heritage FWBC – Registration begins at 9:00 am.

Competition begins at 10:00 am. OYC will once again provide lunch.

June 1 – OYC Scholarship Applications Due – Remember, Ohio youth that partic

ipated in OYC Competition in age category D and are, or will be, attending any Free Will

Baptist college are eligible to apply. Winners will be announced at the State Meeting in

June.

June 22 and 23 – OYC Youth Services and Activities – Heritage FWBC.  Friday

evening at 7 pm, we will have services for elementary age kids along with our junior/senior

high students.  Following our services, we will meet in the gym for pizza and games.

Around 11:30pm, we will load up for a couple of hours of laser tag.  The pizza and laser tag

are on us!  The only thing each group needs to arrange is lodging.  On Saturday morning,

we will gather at 9am for doughnuts and a final session.  It should be a great weekend.

Make plans now to be with us!

July 2225 – National Association of Free Will Baptists and Vertical III

Conference Little Rock, Arkansas. The 2018 Theme is “Unseen” (Hebrews 11:1).  Make

sure you plan on supporting our Ohio competitors, if you are in Little Rock for the conven

tion.



HARRISON (PORTER ASSOCIATION)

On Sunday morning, January 14th our Project

Linus ministry celebrated the making of their

10,000th quilt! Pastor Mike also provided a

prayer of praise and dedication. The 10,000th

quilt was among the 25 quilts our ladies deliv

ered to SOMC in Portsmouth. We praise the

Lord for the opportunity to provide quilts for

children in need who live in Scioto County and

even outside the state of Ohio.

On Sunday, February 11th we began our

twelveweek focus on our 2018 WMO for FWB

International Missions. God has truly blessed us

so that we may be a blessing to others (Ps. 67).

And what’s absolutely amazing is that whether

it’s a little or a lot (from individuals or church

es), God balances it all out and considers all one

offering! (2 Cor. 8:1415). 

We look forward to having Lázaro Riesgo

with us Sunday morning, March 18th as our

missionary guest. Lázaro and his wife,

Ariadna, were born in Cuba and came to know

Christ through Cuban Free Will Baptists. They

serve as educational specialists for the FWB

Hispanic ministry. Our WMO Yard Sale will be

April 7th & 9th. We also look forward to having

Nathan Snow (longtime missionary to Japan)

with us for our WMO Celebration and Banquet

on Sunday, May 6th.

We also look forward to our special services as

we celebrate our Lord and Savior’s work at

Calvary and His glorious resurrection.

Mike Mounts, Pastor

MOUNT CALVARY (LAWRENCE)

Greetings from Mount Calvary.

We have been blessed with great spiritual serv

ices. There have been three that rededicated

their lives back to Christ. 

Now more than ever, we need to be inviting

the lost to church and telling them about our

great Savior. James 1:22 tells us "but be ye
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiv
ing your own selves." Challenge yourself to do

more to try to reach the lost for Christ. Remind

yourself that someone cared enough to pray for

your salvation, so pay it forward and try to lead

another to Christ. 

Ronnie Blagg, Pastor

Nicky Sprouse, Reporter

FAITH (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

God has blessed us to begin a new year. “Let
everything that hath breath praise the LORD,
praise ye the LORD.” Psalm 150:6

We had a very good year in 2017, God is good.

We had a good Christmas dinner. Everyone

enjoyed the food and fellowship. The young

people did a great job with their Christmas

Pieces. The Lord really blessed in the candle

light serviceto God be the glory!

On January 14th four of our young people

were baptized and we are very proud of them.

They need our prayers (Matthew, Mackenzie,

Marissa and Brandon). Several of our people

have had the flu or virus that’s been going

around. Pray for them.

The young people treated everyone to pizza

and donuts on January 17th after the service.

We had two good messages on January 21st,

one by our pastor and one by Bro. Dale

Channell. Thank the Lord for the help He has

given us. We also had six join the church in the

evening service.

On February 3rd, we had a memorial service

for Rev. Jim Jewell given by his family and

friends.

We had a surprise for Bro. Marshall Reed after

the evening service by his daughter, Patty on

February 4th. He is 90 years old. God has

blessed him. He is a very good Christian man.

God’s blessings to all.

Lester McMahan, Pastor

Geraldine McMahan, Reporter

OHIO TOGETHER WAY RECEIPTSOHIO TOGETHER WAY RECEIPTS
January-February 2018January-February 2018
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