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ore and more I am becoming troubled with the

way we celebrate Christmas, because it seems

like a glorified excuse for indulgence rather than

a HOLYday.

“We participate in the holiday hustle and bustle of shop

ping, parties, etc. while raging against the system. Our pri

orities are all tangled up just like our tree lights when we

get them out each year, no matter how hard we try to keep

them neat and orderly. So we close our eyes and try to

focus on the reason for the season, but when we open them

the world keeps getting in our face.”  ~ Pastor John

Beehler

C. S. Lewis hit the nail on the head when he said, “We

really celebrate two holidays on December 25th. One we

call ‘Xmas’ the other we call ‘Christmas.’”

How true! Perhaps we should separate them and see the

real difference, because most people today celebrate

Xmas, few truly celebrate Christmas.

XMAS offers frivolous gifts – CHRISTMAS offers for

giveness

Luke 2:11  “For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”

A little boy wrote a letter to Santa Claus that said, “Dear

Santa: There are three boys living at my house. Jeffrey is

two, David is four and Norman is seven. Jeffrey is good

some of the time, David is good some of the time, and

Norman is good all of the time. I am Norman.”

You know the problem with that? None of us is a

Norman. None of us bats 1000%. None of us is always per

fect or right. We all live with a sense of regret because

none of us is perfect. That’s why we need a Savior.

If our greatest need had been information, God would

have sent an educator.

If our greatest need had been technology, God would

have sent a scientist.

If our greatest need had been money, God would have

sent an economist.

If our greatest need had been pleasure, God would have

sent us an entertainer.

But our greatest need was forgiveness, so he sent us a

Savior.

“Unto you is born a Saviour.” You can be forgiven.

Now that’s the most priceless gift you can get.

XMAS can get you stressed – CHRISTMAS can give

you peace.

God has given us the “Recipe for Life.” He says: “You

want peace? Then here is the recipe. Find forgiveness

through Jesus Christ.”

That is why there is so much depression and so much sui

cide and so much rejection especially around Christmas

time!

Real peace of mind is having a relationship with Jesus

Christ, God’s Son, and becoming friends with God.

Real peace is knowing that no matter what I do God will

never stop loving me.

Real peace is knowing that no matter what happens, God

will never leave me alone.

Real peace means that no matter what happens in the

next year, I know that God is going to give me the strength

to handle it.

Real peace is living by God’s Word, the Bible, so I can

avoid a lot of the needless hangups and hurts and habits

that mess up my life.

Real peace is teaching my children God’s word as a

foundation for life, so as I see them make decisions, I can

say, “Boy, I’m proud of that. I’m not even there, and

they’re making that decision on their own.” That’s real

peace.

So how do you and I get this peace? Listen to what God

tells us: Philippians 4:67 – “Be careful for nothing; but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace
of God, which passes all understanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

Corrie Ten Boom said of worry, “It does not empty

tomorrow of its sorrows, it empties today of its strength.”

XMAS is celebrated annually – CHRISTMAS is for

eternity.

Two facts of life: We’re all going to die someday and

you’re going to spend more of your life on that side of

death than you will on this side.

I don’t stand a chance in a million of getting into heaven

on my own effort, and neither do you. I lost my chance at

perfection a long time ago. So God had to come up with

Plan B. He sent us a Savior. So we could get in on some

body else’s ticket.

Fortunately, the good news is, that’s what Christmas is

all about too. That’s why God sent Jesus Christ.

John 3:16  “For God so loved the world that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosover believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.”

He says you can find it through trusting Christ. God says,

“I’ll take care of your past regrets, your present problems

and your future fears.”

Can you imagine being given a gift at Christmas and

never unwrapping it? It would be silly. I mean, if you gave

me a gift at Christmas and a year later you came over and

I still hadn’t unwrapped it, you’d think I was a little nutty.

“Why haven’t you unwrapped it?” “Oh, I love the wrap

ping paper. I’m sure I’m going to love it.” “Well I’m going

to get to it one of these days.” And yet, many of us contin

ue this Christmas after Christmas after Christmas after

Christmas. You’ve celebrated every Christmas for as many

years as we are old; we know the songs and the stories, and

know what it’s all about, but we’ve never unwrapped the

gift. Now what gives? What’s the logic behind that?

God says, “I want to offer you forgiveness, peace of

mind, and eternal life,” and you haven’t unwrapped it? Be

serious, we’re never going to be offered a greater deal than

that.

May God truly bless you this holiday as you enjoy the

gifts He has given you!

Dr. Alton Loveless
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Together We Can
What Are You 

Thankful For?

“In everything give thanks: for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus con
cerning you.” I Thessalonians 5:13

It is a good thing to give thanks. A grateful

heart is a healthy heart.  One of the most

harmful attitudes I see displayed today is the attitude of ingratitude. Rarely in everyday

life, do you hear anyone say, that they are thankful for what they have.  That they do

not deserve all the blessings they have received. Most of the time, we hear complaining

about they do not have! You can see this attitude everywhere with so many unhappy

people focusing on what they don’t have rather than be thankful for what they do have.

Let’s not be guilty of this! We are exhorted to give thanks in everything. Being thankful

will bring a blessing to your soul. In this Thanksgiving season, I want to mention what

I am thankful for.

Thankful for the Lord Himself
Of all the Lord has given me, the greatest gift is that He has given me is Himself! He

wants to be with me and has promised His presence until the end of the world! What a

promise! His presence in my life gives me confidence to face the world and peace that

supercedes all the problems and difficulties I encounter.  His presence gives me hope

this world cannot offer.  I am looking forward to that day when I can see Him “face to
face” and thank Him personally for what He means to me and all that He have given

me. When we consider being grateful for our gifts, we need to be reminded that all gifts

that we have of any kind have come through Him.

Thankful for His Spiritual Blessings
I am thankful for the gift of salvation. It is wonderful to know that my sins are forgiven

and that I have been accepted into God’s family! I am thankful for the gift of sanctifica

tion where the Lord is continually working in my life to make my life more like Jesus.

I am thankful for the hope of glorification where one day I will stand with Christ in

heaven complete in Him! What a privilege! How can I help not being thankful for that!

Thankful for His Family Blessings
Our families are a special gift from God. I am thankful for the most wonderful wife a

man could have. Linda and I truly enjoy our life together. I am thankful for our two

daughters, Julie and Holly who both serve the Lord and have been so close to us. They

are a joy to be with.  I am grateful for the men they have married, Glen McGinnis and

John Harra. They both are good men who serve the Lord.  I thank God for our grand

children, Keely and Johnny who have grown up so fast!  They both love the Lord.  I am

so grateful for my family!

Thankful for His Church Blessings
I am thankful for the church we attend, the Westerville FWB Church. I am grateful for

our pastor, Paul Etterling who faithfully preaches and teaches the word of God week

after week.  We have good church leaders and a congregation who love each other and

exhibit warm fellowship with each other.  I appreciate the church we are a part of. I am

also thankful for our Free Will Baptist denomination that has allowed me to serve them

as of this month 25 years in this position.  It is a joy to travel the state serving our

churches and conferences throughout Ohio.

Thankful for His Material Blessings
The Lord has given me many material blessings, especially being able to live in this

country.  I appreciate the home He has given me to live, along with a car to drive, nice

clothes to wear and plenty of good food to eat. Sometimes I find it hard to be grateful,

because I have so much! God has been so good to us in the United States. We, of all

people should have grateful hearts!

I have now told you what I am thankful for. What are you thankful for?



The OWAC Fall retreat was held October 12

13th at the Berlin Grande Hotel in Berlin,

Ohio.  The new location was beautiful and a

lot of women enjoyed shopping and sightsee

ing in Amish Country before and/or after the

retreat.  We had 85 women in attendance, rep

resenting 10 Ohio churches and five church

es from other states.  Kellie Penn was our

speaker this year.  Kellie and her husband

Tyler work with FWB International

Missions, ministering to students from all

over the globe at the University of Illinois.

Our own Ohio ladies from the Westerville

and Hillview church led us in music.

On Friday, we laughed and cried together as

Kellie shared her story with us.  While Kellie

shared how life can   be like  a  rollercoaster, 

and each of our journeys look different.  She 

also encouraged us that we can rely on Isaiah

30:21 and have our ears in tune with God to

know His plans for each of our journeys.

Friday ended with a time of fun and fellow

ship.  

On Saturday, we started with an update from

WNAC Director, Elizabeth Hodges.  She

shared with us how WNAC is impacting mis

sions around the world.  Our state President,

Sarah Sargent, presented her with a gift

from OWAC and a check for the 2019

National fund.  We were also blessed to have

long time  missionary, Cathy Crawford with

us. She gave us an update on her health….

what an inspiration she is, as she shared how

true Romans 8:28 is in her life.  Pam Jones

shared encouraging updates from the

Keystone    Church     (mission   church  in 

Pittsburgh, PA).  Kellie then spoke and

encouraged us to “Throw kindness around

like confetti.”  She reminded us that as

Christians, we should look different than the

world around us, and that I Thessalonians

5:15 doesn’t tell us to only do good to those

that are like us, but to everyone. 

During our second session on Saturday,

Kellie used her experience as a professional

photographer to elaborate on our theme

“Capture the Moment” and theme verse

James 4:14.  She gave us some photography

tips, but shared how those same tips can

apply to our Christian walk. Like in photog

raphy, it is all about prospective.  Each view

(selfie eye view, birds eye view, child’s eye

view, and  worm’s  eye view)  offered  some 

valuable life lessons.  Kellie ended with shar

ing that just like in photography, life is also

about the light and we are called to be reflec

tors of His light!

Our service project this year was providing

gift cards to Kellie to use for her cooking

classes and dinners that she provides to the

students she ministers to.  We wrapped up our

retreat with giving out our yearly trophies.

Congratulations to the following churches:

Lebanon (most present to member ratio),

Samantha (most first time attendees), and

Canaan (most in attendance).  Retreat is

such a refreshing time of fellowship and wor

ship.  

Ladies, we hope you can make plans to join

us next year.  Mark your calendars for

September 1314, 2019!
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Ohio Women Active

for Christ Retreat



SOUTH CHARLESTON (LITTLE MIAMI)

Greetings from the little white church by the

road in South Charleston.

We had Rev. Edwin Hayes come and teach

Sunday School and preach for us on October

7th. It is always a blessing and very uplifting to

have him and his wife share the service with us.

We have been having a lot of sickness in our

congregation and desire your prayers. We are so

sad to report the passing of Verna Dyer. She

may have been small in stature, but she was a

big part of our church. Please remember Rev.

Forest Dyer and his family in your prayers. 

May God bless all of you as we enter into the

holiday season.

Bert Alsept, Pastor

Brenda Young, Reporter

GOOD HOPE (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings from Good Hope Church. We had a

great summer, but it seems to go so fast! 

In September we had Pastor Appreciation Day

for Bro. Paul. We do appreciate all he does for

the church. We also had homecoming in

September.

The kids are getting together to study for the

Christmas play. 

Some in the church are not able to attend

because of sickness. Do remember them. 

The fourth Sunday night we have a Pie Night

get together and have pie and coffee in the fel

lowship hall.  We enjoy that very much. Pray for

us that we will always be found doing God will.                                                   

Paul Peterson, Pastor

.                         Mary Diamond, Reporter

CENTERBURG (CAPITAL CITY)

It’s time again for Happy Thanksgiving and

Merry Christmas!  Time is passing so quickly.

Are you ready for the Lord's return?  He could

come at any time!  

Revelation 22: 1214 tells us:  “And, behold, I
come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give
every man according as his work shall be.  I am
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end,
the first and the last.  Blessed are they that do
his commandments, that they may have right to
the tree of life, and may enter in through the
gates into the city.” Oh, what a day!

We have been blessed to see 14 souls saved

and 10 baptized since May. Praise The Lord!

Sister Annie Funk, has started a program for

kids ages 512.  It is called Kidz 4 Christ and it

will be Sunday nights at 6:00pm.  There will be

teaching, singing, food, fun and games!  Thank

you Annie for stepping out for our Kids and

Grandkids!

We will be taking up a special offering, “Pave

the Parking Lot Sunday”, on November 4th.

Pray that the Lord will bless this offering.  He

has always given us what we need!

Bobby Griffith will be directing our Christmas

Play again this year. Last years play was amaz

ing!  Keep him in your prayers that the Lord

will work through him and that souls will be

saved.  There are lost souls that only come to

church on Easter and Christmas.  Let us,

through the Lord's grace and mercy, make an

impact on their lives during these holidays!

Happy Thanksgiving and Merry CHRISTmas

to all!

As always, until next time, if the Lord should

tarry.

Mark Tuggle, Pastor

Sandy McDowell, Reporter

MARYSVILLE (CENTRAL OHIO)

“It is a good thing to give thanks unto the
LORD, and to sing praises unto thy name, O
most High.” Psalms 92:1 

We are honoring our Veterans in a special serv

ice Nov. 11th  at 10 am. Rev. Freddy Dutton

will be preaching, and God’s Messengers will

provide the music. Lunch will be served after

the  service.

Our church will be having a Thanksgiving din

ner November14th at 6 pm. It is a good time to

be thankful and share God’s blessings.

We are looking forward to having God’s

Messengers on Dec. 9th in our 11am service to

share with us Christmas music.

December12th at 7 pm we will be going

Christmas 

caroling. It is an enjoyable evening. We will

meet at the church afterwards for cookies and

hot chocolate.

We are having a Christmas play December

16th at 6pm

pm. Everyone is welcome.

As Thanksgiving and Christmas approaches

we thank God for his son that brought salvation.

For in him we have assurance and a blessed

hope. God bless all.

Paul Bogenrife, Pastor

Helen Murray, Reporter

GRACE

Hello. Fall blessings to everyone from Grace

FWB Church. We trust that everyone has been

well and blessed since the last article. 

Now that fall is here and the weather is getting

colder and the nights even colder please pray

for all the homeless and street people. They

truly need God's protection.

We here thank God for our continued blessings

and for sending men to come and help us out in

our time without a pastor. We have been assist

ed by several special preachers and their wives.

They are a blessing to us. 

Please continue to pray for our church , that

the Lord sends the man to us that He wants to be

our pastor. Also pray for our members and their

families. We all have sick and lost in our fami

lies. Prayer as we know is a very powerful tool

that we have been given. "The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth much."
(James 5:16)

We pray that everyone has a wonderful

Thanksgiving filled with love and family. Let’s

give thanks to the Lord for all the blessings He

gives us. "Oh give thanks unto the LORD, for
He is good." (Psalms 136:)

We invite to all to come worship with us some

Sunday. Sunday School 10:00a.m. Sunday

morning worship 11:00a.m.

Blessings to all.

Elaine Booth, Reporter

FREDERICK FWB (PINE CREEK)

With the arrival of the fall season, the

Frederick FWB family has had several special

services. On September 23th, Bro. Ron

Henthorn was our guest preacher. As usual, he

had a thoughtprovoking sermon during the

morning worship service. 

October 7th, Bro. Robert Legg was the guest

speaker while Pastor Rusty was preaching at the

homecoming service at Mount Hope FWB. Bro

Legg gave an encouraging report on the work

that FWB Family Ministries is accomplishing in

Tennessee and Arkansas. God has been blessing

this ministry in mighty ways. Bro Legg also

brought us an inspiring sermon on “The
Prodigal Son”. 

On October 14, we celebrated “Old Fashioned

Day” with Bro Tony Dyer, a former pastor at

Frederick FWB, as guest speaker. Kristin

Sherman blessed us with her testimony and

beautiful singing. Following the service, we all

enjoyed a soup dinner and some delicious

desserts, all prepared by members of our church

family. Bro. Don Meadows brought the mes

sage in the AM service October 21st, as Pastor

Rusty was helping prepare for Mount Hope’s

Fall Festival. Three of Frederick’s folks attend

ed the festival. 

The fall season has brought good times to

Frederick and now we look forward to the

Thanksgiving and Christmas events. As we cel

ebrate the bounty God provides and the joy of

our Lord’s coming to us as a baby in a manger,

let us also be mindful that one day He will

return. 

May we heed this admonition from Mark

13:3637 “lest, coming suddenly, he finds you
sleeping. And what I say to you, I say to all:
Watch."

Rusty Larter, Pastor

Janet Meadows, Reporter
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Bethlehem Without Pastor

Blackfork Without Pastor

Eifort                           Without Pastor

Fairview Without Pastor

Fellowship Tabernacle Tim Southwood Resigns

Newark Without Pastor

South Charleston Bert Alsept Resigns

Woodstock Without Pastor

Zion #3 Without Pastor

Pastor
Changes

Church 
News

Travis McKenzie, Ohio Home

Missionary to Ashland, Ohio

What does it mean to believe in Jesus Christ?
Recently, I preached a sermon from the twentieth chapter of

John’s gospel that bore this title. In this chapter, John gives the

narration of the resurrection of Christ and its effect upon His first

followers. There were those who were easily convinced that Jesus

indeed rose from the dead, such as John in verse 8, and Mary Magdalene in verse 16. There

was also one who wasn’t so easily convinced, even after he had been told by many eye wit

nesses. I'm speaking, of course, of Thomas in verse 24. But seeing a resurrected savior

caused Thomas to believe Jesus was the son of God, we can see this by his confession in

verse 28. 

Unfortunately, we aren’t afforded the privilege of seeing a physical representation of Christ’s

resurrection. So, what about us? What does it mean for us to believe in Jesus Christ? We

could say we believe that Jesus actually existed, or that He accomplished everything the

Bible said He would; and, there are many in the world who would say this is what it means

to believe in Jesus Christ. John, however, uses the twentieth chapter of his gospel account to

illustrate what it truly means to believe in Jesus Christ. 

The first illustration is seen in Mary Magdalene. In verse 13, when the angels inquired why

she was crying, she replied, “because they have taken away my Lord…” Even though the sit

uation looked hopeless, she still confessed that Jesus was her Lord, and master! Next, John

illustrates the answer to our question through the disciples gathered together behind locked

doors on the day Jesus resurrected. John says that when Jesus appeared to them, He greeted

them with “peace.” This was the peace He had promised as their sustaining power in John

14:27. But here in verse 21, Christ commissioned them to take His peace and share it with

the world. We all know that once they were fully empowered with the Holy Spirit they car

ried this out. According to the Jews of Thessalonica in Acts 17: 6, “these have turned the
world upside down…” 

Finally, as we come to the end of the chapter in verse 29, John illustrates the answer to our

question with the words: “blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” In this

statement, Jesus says that the ones who have placed their trust in Christ’s resurrection will be

happy because they have settled in their heart who Jesus really is. Here, Jesus is talking about

us! So, the next time someone asks you the question, “What does it mean to believe in Jesus

Christ?” I hope you can tell them: “It means to confess Him as your Lord, it means to share

His peace in a loving way to the lost world, and it means to have the truth settled in your

own heart that Jesus Christ is the sole source of our salvation!” 

This is the message we try to share with Ashland, Ohio everyday in real and tangible ways.

That’s why our mission statement is, “Reaching others through Christ, so we may reach oth

ers for Christ!” Thank you so much for allowing us the privilege to help answer this question

in the lives of so many here in Ashland. I just have one question for you before I go: Do you

believe in Jesus Christ? 

In Christ’s service,

Travis McKenzie



Verna Faye Dyer,

90, of Springfield,

went home to be

with the Lord

September 10th.

She was born on

January 4, 1928, in

Flat Gap, Kentucky,

the daughter of the

late Burley and

Dora (Salyers)

McCarty. She is survived by her loving husband

of 68 years, Forest Dyer, two daughters: Gale

(Chuck) Poole and Jan (Dave) Jones; grandchil

dren: Charlie Poole, Krisie Mabry, Jo Anna

(Ben) Valentine, and Jennifer Pack; eight great

grandchildren: Owen, Allie, Kylie, Karson,

Stella, Shawn, Olivia and Kai; two brothers:

Franklin “DD” (Connie) McCarty, and Ray

(Rosemary) McCarty; one sister, Jessie (Doug)

Sloan; and numerous nieces and nephews. 

She was also preceded in death by her daugh

ter, Marge Tomlin in 2010 and six siblings. She

was a member of the South Charleston FWB

Church and a true Proverbs 31 woman of God.

Her services were held September 14th in

Springfield. 

Mickel Ray

Booth, known to

everybody as

"Mike", passed

away October 2nd at

Mt. Carmel East

Hospital. He was

born August 22,

1956 in Columbus

to Curtis and

P a t r i c i a

(Smallridge) Booth. Mike grew up in West

Virginia, where he graduated from Lenore High

School. He worked as a coal miner, a truck driv

er and a bus driver, as well as other jobs along

the way. He loved mowing grass for his folks

and was a faithful member of Gahanna FWB

Church. He also enjoyed a relaxing day of fish

ing or watching OSU football. He is the father

of four children: Michael Curtis (deceased),

George (Alexis), Desiree (Cody) and Myra; 4

grandchildren, and brother to Curtis (deceased),

Rick (Sue), Dave, Larita (Eddie) and Steve;

numerous nieces, nephews, other relatives and

friends. 

His funeral was held October 8, with Pastor

Herman Stacey officiating.

Harry J. Holmes,

age 75 of Delaware,

passed away October

2nd, at St. Ann’s

Hospital in

Westerville after a

brief illness. He was

born Oct. 28, 1942 in

Marengo, Ohio to the

late Walter and

Elizabeth (Macafee)

Holmes. Graduating

in 1961 from

Highland High School, he was a veteran of the

U.S. Navy. A softspoken person, Harry loved

to tease his relatives, and enjoyed fishing. He

especially looked forward to “catching the big

one” on his annual trips to the lakes in Canada

and his vacations in Florida. He was employed

for a number of years by Delo Screw in

Delaware, where he was an industrial engineer

responsible for the programming of their

machine works. He was most proud of his

achievements with the company, earning sever

al certificates of achievement due to his hard

work. He was a member of the Victory FWB

Church in Marengo.

Harry is survived by his loving wife of over 54

years, Jean (Dolan) Holmes, son Jerry Lee

(Tracy) Holmes of Sebring,FL, grandson Brett

Holmes of North Carolina; brother Michael

(Bernice) Sherrow of Delaware, sister Judy

Stiltner of Circleville, brothersinlaw Bill and

Paul Dolan of Delaware, sisterinlaw Linda

Kinnaman of Delaware, aunt Mary Steck, two

greatgrandchildren, and many nieces and

nephews. In addition to his parents, he was pre

ceded in death by infant son John J. Holmes.

His services were held Oct. 6th with Pastors

Tony Walker and Mark Puttick officiating.

Rhilda "Gay"

Skaggs, 83, of

Grandview Heights,

passed away after a

long, courageous bat

tle with cancer on

October 16th at Mt.

Carmel West Hospital.

She was born in

Johnson County, KY

on December 30, 1934

to her late parents Jefferson Davis Smith and

Zora Margaret (Hamilton) Smith. She was mar

ried to Hunter Skaggs, Jr. on August 18, 1956 in

Johnson County, Ky. She retired from

Grandview Heights Schools in 1997 after 28

years of dedicated service. Gay attended

Columbus First FWB Church for over 55 years.

Gay enjoyed sewing and crocheting and found

joy in sharing that passion with others. She

loved to garden and cook. She had a constant

positive outlook, an infectious energy and a

love for Jesus. Her genuine kindness touched all

who were fortunate enough to meet her. She is

survived by her husband, Hunter Skaggs, Jr.;

daughters, Margaret (Manuel) Lopes and Lynn

(Gordan) Ash; son, Hunter (Melissa) Skaggs;

grandsons, Stephen (Becky) Lopes, Hunter

Andrew (Misty) Skaggs and Christopher

(Cathy) Skaggs; greatgrandchildren, Caleb

Lopes, Madelyn Skaggs and Connor Skaggs;

sisters, Nora Sparks and Doris Pelphrey; and

brother, William (Sue) Smith; brotherin law,

Wilbur (Cora) Skaggs. She is preceded in death

by her sisters Ethel Ratliff and Finetta Blevins.

Her legacy lives on through a host of other fam

ily and friends. 

Her funeral service was held October 20th.

Reverend H.B.

London Jr., passed

away October 16th

after a long and

courageous battle

with cancer. He was

81.  A fourthgenera

tion minister, H.B.

was born in Little

Rock, Ark in 1936.

He graduated from

Pasadena College

and Nazarene

Theological Seminary.  He married Beverley in

August 1957 and they were together for 61

years.  H.B. is also survived by sons Brad and

Bryan, their wives, and four deeply loved

grandchildren.

H.B. spent 31 years in the pulpit as a local pas

tor in the Church of the Nazarene, serving con

gregations in Oregon and California.  In 1991,

he joined Focus on the Family to create a out

reach to clergy families. He spent 20 years there

and then served as Senior Pastor of Friendship

Church in Palm Desert, California, while also

maintaining a traveling/speaking schedule when

possible. He was the main speaker at the 2014

Ohio Men’s Retreat in Marengo, Ohio. 

NEW HOPE (CORNERSTONE)

We are thankful for having a great homecom

ing.   Now we are looking forward to the busy

holiday season.  We want to reflect back on all

that we have to be thankful for and the many

blessings the Lord has in store for all of us.

On November 4th, we will have the

Undivided singers with us in our morning serv

ice.  They are always a blessing.   We are still

planning and looking forward to our church

Christmas dinner, which is such a good time for

fellowship and sharing.   We are excited to wel

come in our New Year and see what the Lord

has in store for our church family.

May God bless all of you with a wonderful

Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Wendell F. Combs, Pastor

Linda Combs, Reporter

COMMUNITY SOMERSET

We had two baptisms after church on

September 2nd and on the 5th we had a church

planning meeting.

In the morning youth service September 23rd,

15 yearold Ilijah Carroll gave a beautiful ser

mon. We had several attend the “Living Word

Outdoor Drama” in Cambridge, Ohio.

On September 30th we had special singing by

Tom Shelton. Later at 3pm, seventeen gathered

together at Somerset Nursing Home for good

ol’ singing, scripture reading and good fellow

ship.

We heard from the Alvarezes,  missionaries in

Silang, Philippines. They are having a campus

ministry in elementary school. Also they are

having Bible studies and soul winning. They

have seen two baptisms.

Josiah, a young boy from our church we have

been praying for was helped by a surgical

pathologist after  a nine hour operation in June

when a lump was removed from his jaw. The

biopsy showed that the cancer cells were dying.

We praise the Lord for that! He face is still

swollen and numb. It will be three months

before it subsides. Please pray for Josiah that

God will supply his need.

We are working on the church where tiles are

needed to go across the chapel.  We have set a

goal of $3,000.00 for this project.

On October 7th, Bro. Patrick Blevins

preached in the morning service. Talo Teo

preached our homecoming October 14th The

Homeland Revival Singers sang for us.

We gathered for a bonfire October 21st and

enjoyed the cool evening. The women of our

church attended a women’s conference in

Cambridge.

We had youth services October 28th in the

morning. At 3pm we gathered at Somerset

Nursing Home for singing, Bible reading and

fellowship.

“To the world you may be just one person, but

to one person, you may be the world.”

Scott Hutchinson, Pastor

Donna Barr, Reporter
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Condolences

Attention: Ambassador Reporters

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE!
The deadline for the 

January-February Issue will be 
Noon, January 1st
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Available

The following singers and singing groups are available to come
and sing in your church for revivals or special services.

Baldwin Family Bluegrass Singers, Rosedale,  Call Chuck Baldwin (937) 926-3177
Baldwin777@roadrunner.com
Bobby Siders, Columbus, (Southern Gospel) (614) 778-9250
Born Again Gospel Singers, Harry or Irene Litton (740) 927-5319
Covered By Love, South Webster, Call Rhonda Smith 740/961-3412 or 740/961-3413
www.coveredbyloveonline.com
Cross Pointe Trio, Lancaster, Call Bill Pitts (740) 438-7750 wpitts@columbus.rr.com
www.crosspointetrio.com
David Giddens, Marysville, (937) 642-2121   jgiddens@urec.net
Day 3, Scott & Sheri Noel (740) 574-6635  sdnoel07@yahoo.com
Enabling Grace, Woodstock, (Country and Bluegrass Gospel) (937) 717-8783
Faith Gospel & Contemporary Christian Music, Sidney, Call Pam Moorman (937)
492-1059  ladypam@bright.net
Faith in Action, Marion, Call Marjorie Abrams at (740) 383-5405 or Pleasant Hill
FWB, (740) 363-5295  Attention: Marjorie Abrams or Bob Chaffin or email
songlady_99@yahoo.com
God's Ambassadors, Gahanna, Call Judy Spires (614) 475-4689
Gospel Ambassadors, Rittman, Call Greg Marcum (330) 927-9057 
Ethan Hutchinson, Somerset, (740) 892-4001 
www.ethanhutchinsonofficial.com/fr_home.cfm
Jerry Branscomb, Chillicothe, (740) 637-1228
Justifyed, Lancaster, 43130 (614) 271-4599 robertk14@mail.com
Facebook under group name: Justifyed
Just Forgiven Singing Ministries, Dayton, (Southern Gospel) (937) 280-3840 
or (614) 309-2512
Headed Home-Singing For The Lord, Oak Hill, Call Jim Evans (740) 682-6109 or
Robert Gamble (740) 682-0042
Lord Willing, Wellston, (740) 418-9992, lovdaisynewf@gmail.com
Mike Blanton & Evidence, Grove City, (614) 871-2795
Mike Kisling, Hillsboro, (937) 393-2084
Nina Nash, Leesburg, (Southern Gospel Sound Tracks) (937) 780-6865
gnash2@cinci.rr.com
Ounce of  Hope, Delaware, (Southern Gospel) (740) 363-4576
Paul James Sound, Columbus, (614) 668-8916  paul@pauljamessound.com
www.pauljamessound.com
Ruth Hammond, Grove City, (614) 440-0694  ruthandkevin77@gmail.com
Rob Goodman, Newark, (740) 345-3233
Rowena and George Walker, Dayton, (937) 258-8317
Stacy Edwards, Hilliard, (614) 604-4126, (614) 319-4399 stacy@stacyedwards.com
Website:  www.stacyedwards.com
Steve Russell, Marengo, (740) 972-6729  steverussell@muscian.net
Steve Fyffe, Xenia, (937) 374-9032  stv4314@aol.com
Sword Family, Middleburg Heights, (440) 747-7436.
Terry Collins & Victory, Hillsboro, (937) 840-9808
The Castle/Maxwell Project, Grove City, Call Dan Castle 614/746-4982 
or email castle.maxwell.project@gmail.com
The Blankenship Family, Mount Sterling, (740) 869-2423 
The Family of  God, Logan, Call Steve E. Goss (740) 603-1583
The Hambys, Dublin, (Southern Gospel) (614) 873-1215
The Spiritual Echoes, Circleville, Call Rick Moore (614) 595-9776 or Delores Moore
(614) 491-9502
Violet Maynard Family, (614) 496-1618, violetmaynard@yahoo.com
www.violetmaynard.com.
Undivided, Grove City, Call Mike or Sheri France (614) 352-3368
Undivided96@aol.com

If  you would like your group to be included, please send me your group name, what
local FWB Church you are a member of, your address, and phone number.  I will add

you the list in the next issue of  the Ambassador. 

Free Will Baptist   
Singing Groups

Ohio Youth Conference

News

Greetings from the OYC Board! We are

here to serve the State of Ohio’s youth and

youth leaders.  In an effort to communi

cate more openly, we have added a couple

of additional ways to connect with you.

OYC is now on Instagram (ohioyouthconference) and our new gmail address is

OhioYouthConference@gmail.com.  By adding these tools to our facebook page

and Ambassador articles, we hope to keep everyone informed about what we have

planned for our state.

April 13  Plan on joining us at

Heritage Free Will Baptist Church

for the 2019 Ohio CTS Ministry

Expo as we prepare for the 2019

Vertical III Conference to be held in

Cincinnati! Entry deadline for the

2019 Ohio CTS Ministry Expo is

March 16. Checkin will open at

9:00 am, with competition beginning

at 10:00 am. Lunch will be provided.

The 2019 V3 Theme: Identity (Ephesians 4:24)

Mail entries:

Deanna Price

2710 Dogwood Ridge Road 

Wheelersburg, Ohio 45694

email entries: deanna.price@roadrunner.com

June 21 – We are looking forward to another great State Meeting and our Friday

Evening Youth Service and activities to follow.  Tyler Penn, International

Missionary, will be with us as our special speaker.  Make plans now to join us for a

great time of worship and fellowship.

July 2124 – This year’s National Association of Free Will Baptists and the

Vertical III Conference will be held in Cincinnati!  We are excited to be hosting the

V3 Conference, and will be looking for help accomplishing the tasks we have been

given.  We look forward to a great convention.

Please do not hesitate to contact any board member with questions or concerns.  We

are here to serve you!



Beyond the

Parsonage
By:  Chris Compton 
Does your church provide a parsonage for

your pastor and his family to live in? There

are many advantages in a churchowned

parsonage both for the church and the pas

tor. A churchowned parsonage can help a

church attract the pastoral candidate of

their choice, assist them in their compensa

tion package, and create a smoother transi

tion. As for the pastor, a parsonage can be

a great way to take care of their housing

needs. It also can free the pastor from time

consuming worries and expenses related to

repairs and maintenance of a home. I

applaud churches who take care of their

pastor.

One disadvantage to a pastor living in a

parsonage that churches may not be aware

of is the pastor does not have the opportu

nity to build “equity” in a home over the

course of many years. Not only is this a

problem for the minister but could be one

for the church as well. A pastor who has no

housing prospects after retirement may

have to stay longer at a church than he

wants or should, which may not be good

for his health or the church’s.

Churches that provide its pastor with a par

sonage can help with this potential hard

ship by establishing a Minister’s Equity

Fund. This fund can provide the equiva

lent of equity in a home and would be in

addition to a minister’s regular compensa

tion. The way it works is the church puts

money in a taxadvantaged account for the

benefit of the minister. The fund would

accumulate according to the specific agree

ment during active service. When the min

ister retires or resigns, the balance of this

fund can be paid to the pastor. Since this is

a deferred compensation payment, it is not

subject to federal income taxes until with

drawn.

There are two alternatives a church may

wish to consider in establishing a

Minister’s Equity Fund. One alternative is

for the church to open an Institutional

Investing Account in its name but for the

benefit of the pastor. Since the investment

account is in the church’s name, the contri

butions to the account and its earnings are

not taxable to the minister until withdrawn

and paid to him. This approach allows the

church to maintain control of the account

for its intended purpose. A second alterna

tive is to make these additional contribu

tions to the minister’s 403(b)(9)

Retirement Account. The contributions

remain and grow in the account tax

deferred until the time they are withdrawn

by the minister. In this scenario, the minis

ter is the owner of the account and has con

trol over how the money is used. These

additional contributions may limit the

amount of retirement contributions a min

ister could make.

For those churches whose pastor lives in

their parsonage, a Minister’s Equity Fund

is an excellent way to provide some securi

ty for their pastor. A parsonage combined

with an equity fund can meet the pastor’s

housing needs both now and in the future. 

The Free Will Baptist Board of Retirement

is here to assist churches in establishing a

Minister’s Equity Fund. If you have ques

tions or want more information about set

ting up an Institutional Investing Account

or making contributions to the pastor’s

retirement account, you can either call us at

18777677738 or send us an email to

boardofretirement@nafwb.org.
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2018 Leadership Conference to Focus on Effective Communication

The 2018 Free Will Baptist Leadership Conference will return to Nashville Airport Marriott Hotel December 34. Pastors and church leaders across the denomination will explore

the theme, “Communicating Effectively,” from church to print to digital.

During keynote sessions, Robert J. Morgan, teaching pastor at The Donelson Fellowship in Nashville, Tennessee, will share principles for communicating effectively through

preaching. Morgan has served The Donelson Fellowship for 35 years. He is a bestselling, GoldMedallion winning writer with more than 35 books in print and more than 4 mil

lion copies in circulation in multiple languages. He is a writer for Dr. David Jeremiah and Turning Points Magazine, has articles published in many leading Christian periodicals,

and has appeared on numerous national television and radio shows. Rob and his wife Katrina have three daughters and 14 grandchildren.

On Tuesday morning, during a slate of seminarstyled sessions, Eric K. Thomsen, editor of ONE Magazine, will offer practical advice for

communicating effectively in print. Media Commission member Daniel Edwards will unravel the mysteries of communicating effectively

through technology, and Dr. Neil Gilliland, director of member care for IM, will offer advice for communicating effectively across genera

tional lines.

The twoday conference will offer more than training, with time for renewing friendships during banquetstyled meals, music provided by Welch College, and free time on Tuesday

afternoon for sightseeing in Nashville. Additionally, several national boards will meet in conjunction with the conference.

“Communication is changing, many times at a pace impossible to match,” notes conference planner Ryan Lewis. “As a denomination, our churches, pastors, and laypeople must

work together to communicate our message clearly. This year’s theme emphasizes key mediums and methods to ensure we are able to communicate our most critical message effec

tively—the message of the gospel.”

Registration for the conference is $199, and includes all conference materials, four meals, and three refreshment breaks. Hotel reservations can be made at the Nashville Airport

Marriott for $145 plus tax. 

Visit www.nafwb.org/leadershipconference for a schedule and more information.

Neil GillilandDaniel EdwardsEric K. Thompsen Robert J. Morgan



REDEEMER (CENTRAL OHIO)

Oh, what a wonderful two months we have had

at Redeemer!  Cathy Crawford, retired mis

sionary from France, was with us and talked to

us about “Why Not Me?” using Romans 8:28.

What an inspiring time we had with her at serv

ice and also at the luncheon that followed.  

Our four days in revival with Edwin Hayes

was absolutely inspirational with two people

being saved.  The Lord certainly blessed us with

this revival!  Our thanks also to our singers,

Mike and Sandy Mounts, The Blankenship

Family and Homebound.

We do hope you will join us at the Redeemer

Christmas Dinner to be held on Friday,

December 7th at 6:00 p.m.  This will be held at

the Lodge at Lake Choctaw, 2875 Oneida Dr.,

London, OH, at 6:00 p.m.  Reservations can be

made by calling Nena at (614) 7368384.  The

cost is $10.00 per person.  Music will be pro

vided by The Victory Trio.  We will have a

wonderful time I’m sure.

Please continue to pray for our church and its

continued growth.  We continue to look at plans

for our new building.  If you’re ever in the

neighborhood, we’d love for you to stop by! 

Michael Baldwin, Pastor

Nena Dillon, Reporter

ANTIOCH (CENTRAL OHIO)

“Say, Did I Mention That I love Him”? Well I

surely do.  He’s been so good to so many of us.

We just can’t praise Him enough.

We at Antioch have been very busy. Our ladies

group sponsored a blanket and coat drive for the

H.E.L.P. House in London. Some of our ladies

started working with a ministry called

Sufficient Grace, a program for after school

children. Our church purchased 50 blankets to

help with their Christmas outreach program.

On October 7th Rev. Russell Street, brought a

message to us on Sunday morning. He did a

great job and we enjoyed being with him and

Sister Frieda.

On October 14, Sunday evening we had a

songfest. We used the talent in our church, God

has blessed us with great singers. Everyone

enjoyed the service and fellowship afterwards.

On Saturday, November 3 we are scheduled to

be at the Pleasant Hill Church in Delaware for

the Central Ohio Conference. It starts at

10:00am, all are invited.

Sunday, November 4th The Case Family,

from Kentucky will be singing in our Sunday

morning service at 10:30. This family will truly

bless your heart if you can visit us that day I’m

sure you will be blessed.

With holidays approaching I wish you all a

Happy Thanksgiving and a very Merry

Christmas. “When Mary held her baby that
night did she know she was holding the new
born King?”

God bless till next time.

Jim Blankenship, Pastor

Linda Blankenship Reporter

FIRST SPRINGFIELD (FRANKLIN)

Philippians 4:4 “Rejoice in the Lord always
and again I say Rejoice.”
Hello everyone. The season is changing again.

We are so blessed that we have a Savior that is

unchanging. 

We always look forward to Dumplin Valleys

annual visit. The Holy Spirit is definitely here

when they minister with their beautiful songs.

They make sure they are here for our last picnic

of the year. We all enjoy the fellowship and of

course, the good food. 

Graclyn Lee McCarty was dedicated in that

service also. She is the daughter of Rachelle and

Adam and the little sister of Gavin McCarty. 

We are getting ready for our Christmas shoe

box and our trunk and treat for our youth. We

always look forward to doing things with our

youth. They are such a wonderful blessing to

our church. 

May the Lord keep you and yours in His loving

arms. 

Mark Rucker, Pastor

Linda O’Neal, Reporter

WOODSTOCK (CENTRAL OHIO)

We are busy with several events past and

future. We had a day of outdoor singing that

turned in to indoor singing due to rain. No one

let that dampen their spirit though. A good time

was has by all. We celebrated Deacon apprecia

tion day and honored Bro Keith Pack and Bro

Leonard Cordell. Our ladies are meeting once a

month with a luncheon. 

We are getting things ready our annual bazaar.

It will be November 10th, from 10 am to 3 pm.

Come out and have lunch with us and shop. Our

youth has started back up on Wednesday nights. 

Please remember Sister Pat Cordell and Sister

Dottie Hix in prayer. 

We are still waiting for God to send a pastor

our way. 

Until next time, keep praying, reading your

Bible, attend church every time the doors are

open and witnessing because Jesus could come

this very day!

Virginia Jones, Reporter

COLUMBUS FIRST (FRANKLIN)

Greetings to all our sister churches.  God has

been so good to us.  He heard and answered our

prayer for a pastor.  He sent us Rev. Justin

Feight and also sent a piano player and singer

in his wife Allison.  We are excited to see what

God has in store for us. On September 9th we

celebrated their coming with a luncheon.

On October 21st Pastor Justin preached at the

Westerville FWB church in the evening service

as they were celebrating Pastor Appreciation.

October 31st was Beggar’s Night in the

Minerva Parks community and we participated

in the community project as an outreach to our

neighborhood.  We handed out candy and

church information.

We celebrated Pastor Appreciation for Pastor

Justin and his wife Allison on October 28th with

a lunch and cake.  We really appreciate their

enthusiasm in working for our church, our

neighborhood in reaching lost souls for the

Lord.

Pray for us that we might be a bright shining

light to all those around us.

Justin Feight, Pastor

Ruth Ann Castle, Reporter

BLACK FORK (LAWRENCE)

Hello. What beautiful, crisp weather are hav

ing. Fall us upon us and soon the snow will be

blowing.

Our Sunday School picnic/bean dinner was

such a blessing. Dale Henson preached and

Paul Bartrum sang.

We want  to thank all the visiting preachers

who came to preach: Steven Blagg, Dale

Henson, Mike Bevins, Billy McFann, Jimmy

Cremeans, Richard Khun, Paul Bartrum and

also thanks to Bob Allen for teaching a couple

of evenings. We are still asking prayer for the

Lord to send us a pastor.

Until next time, May God richly bless you all. 

“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Matthew

11:28

Joyce Ann Kiser, Reporter
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Available

The following ministers are available to fill the pulpit for pastors who have to be away
from their church.  Many are interested in conducting revivals as well.

Bill Alford, Strongsville, Oh                   (440) 572-1614
Lee Aldridge, Londonderry, Oh (740) 887-4065
Anthony “Tony” W. Blackburn, Mechanicsburg, Oh                    (614) 623-0031
Mike Blanton, Grove City, Oh                      (614) 871-2795
Larry Brown,  London, Oh  (740) 852-0586
Chad Booth, Ashland, Oh (330) 715-8403
Ron Brown, Hillsboro, Oh                        (937) 402-4452
Roger Childers, W Liberty, Oh (937) 869-4890
Steven Conn, Hayesville, Oh (419) 651-9639
Andrew Cordell, Marysville, Oh (937) 215-4037
Roger Crusie, Greenfield, Oh                (937) 981-3529
Mike Daniel, Englewood, Oh (937) 836-0540
Luther Dingess, Fort Gay, WV         (304) 648-5901
Freddy Dutton, Columbus, Oh                  (614) 276-0200
Michael Ellis, Columbus, Oh (614) 917-7309
James England, Columbus Oh             (614) 846-6654
Packy Gibson, Hillsboro, Oh                   (937) 393-2730
Randy Hall, Hillsboro, Oh             (937) 365-1657
Edwin Hayes, Reynoldsburg, Oh        (614) 751-1190
Carl Jenkins, Cleveland, Oh          (216) 351-2475
James Johnson, Rittman, Oh              (330) 331-6088
Jason Jones, Marysville, Oh     (937) 241-1622
William Jones, Marysville, Oh             (937) 594-1331
Paul Keener, Westerville, Oh             (614) 891-4382
Robert Legg, Dayton, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep) (937) 648-9600
Alton Loveless, Columbus, Oh               (573) 330-7728
Rodger Marsh, Leesburg, Oh (937) 661-1169
Wayne Mays, Hilliard, Oh                   (614) 607-0634
Tom Murphy, Commercial Pt, Oh        (614) 218-5435
Chris Oiler, Wheelersburg, Oh (740) 357-8340
Freddie Ray, Omstead Falls, Oh (216) 355-2137 
Tom Spradlin, Portsmouth, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep)               (740) 776-6677
Lowell Spencer, Ontario, Oh (419) 545-2449
Russell Street, London, Oh (614) 440-0045
Alex Stevens, Greenup, KY         (606) 473-5417
Talo Teo, Zanesville, Oh                      (740) 487-5735
Bill Turner, Carlisle, Oh                      (513) 746-5866
Tim Updike, Wellston, Oh                            (740) 384-3277
Dan Widdig, Lucasville, Oh (740) 259-5160
Josh Young, South Solon, Oh                   (937) 829-1723

FWB Ministers

OPEN DOOR (CORNERSTONE)

The great commission that Jesus Christ left with all of His followers, was to be witnesses of Him

throughout the world.  Paul said in John 1:4, “That which we have seen and heard declare we unto
you. . .” Yet, Christians today make excuses and are reluctant to tell others about Christ and share

their experiences.  Often, it is not that they don’t want to do it, but they lack the knowledge and

confidence of sharing their faith with others.  When the church needs a soul winner to go out, they

become hard to find.  Our churches need to be ready to provide the knowledge and confidence in

witnessing through a plan that makes soulwinning an experience all Christians can embrace. 

At Open Door, we offered a twelveweek course to help prepare its members in the steps of shar

ing Christ with friends, neighbors and firsttime acquaintances.  Each week a new aspect of shar

ing God’s word was taught, examples were given and a review of the lesson for that day and pre

vious weeks given.  Ten members signed up and completed the class, equipping themselves with

the Word and vital steps in sharing it with others.  They were given the tools needed with instruc

tions on how to lead someone to receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  All felt the bene

fit of the class in helping them share their faith.  

On the ninth of September, these members received certificates of completion for their faithful

ness in learning how to become witnesses for Christ.

Willie Booth, Pastor

Liz Baker, Reporter



He walked through

the doors of

Flagship FWB

Church after receiv

ing an invitation

from one of our

Mission Teams. He

came faithfully for

a few years, attend

ing Bible Studies,

asking questions

and then his health

began to deterio

rate. Long story

short, he was a bad

diabetic and ended up having one leg amputat

ed    below the knee. Although he didn't attend

church much after that, he still watched our

services via     Facebook Live. I stopped by to

see him a few months ago and he greeted me

with his smile—we talked and reminisced.

Fast forward a few weeks and I received a text

from one of his family members who informed

me that he had been diagnosed with cancer and

was in bad shape. I was there when they told

him he had cancer. He confessed to me later that

he was scared and    didn’t think he was ready

to meet God. I had the privilege to share with

him the story of Nicodemus and talked to him

about the importance of being BORN AGAIN.

Before I could lead him in prayer he began to

cry out from his hospital bed and beg God to

forgive him and save his soul and give him the

eternal and abundant life he so desperately

needed. I believe the ICU turned into a “birthing

room” as Bill turned from death to life and

called on the name of the Lord.

A few days later Bill went home after being told

he had 12 years to live. God had other plans—

he passed away in his sleep that very night. I

was honored to speak at his funeral and share

with his grieving family the HOPE we have in

Jesus. Thank YOU for helping us share the

Gospel with Bill and the souls of Erie, Pa.

Jim Jackson (left) recently passed away sud

denly. He served as our Director of Member

Care. He will be missed. Please pray for his

wife and children and for God to send some

one else to help us with this need.

Remember our vision to become a “Self

Supporting Church” during the year of 2020.

Please pray for us, stand with us and continue

supporting our account so we can focus our

attention on the ministry here! 
COALTON (JACKSON)

Greetings to all our sister churches.  

We would like to report that God surely

blessed us in our homecoming services in

September.  Bros. Allen Simpson and Brian

Baer did a wonderful job in delivering God’s

Word.  Borrowed Time and Kingdom Road

richly added to the services with their songs of

praise.  We were able to rejoice and uplift the

name of our Lord Jesus Christ together.  

October 14th we gathered around Lake

Jackson and witnessed the baptism of two pre

cious souls.  They were husband and wife who

were saved in our last revival.  

We also want to thank the other ministers who

shared the Good News with us:  Bros. Rich

Bishop, Aaron Hutchinson, Tim Updike, Bob

Fulton and our pastor and assistant pastor.  

Our church continues with the nursing home

ministry and they have reported good services.

Please continue to remember our church that

we will be a beacon to the lost, always showing

God’s light.  

God bless you all!

Tim Simpson, Pastor

Sandra DeHart, Reporter

HERITAGE (CAPITAL CITY)

Fall has arrived and we have been busy!

On October 20th we held our 2nd annual Craft

Bazaar at Heritage. We were able to raise

$1,000.00 for the provision closet in Tennessee.

The offering will be donated in memory of

Delois Loveless.

We held our annual TrunkorTreat/Soup &

Sandwich Fellowship on October 28th.  This is

a fun time for all ages and a safe way for kids to

get some candy!  This year’s attendance was

definitely one of the highest!  We enjoyed see

ing so many from the community!

We will honor our Veterans November 11th.

This year we will also be commemorating the

centennial of World War I.  Dr. Tim

Throckmorton will be preaching.  Following

the service we will serve our veterans and the

widows of veterans and their families a special

meal to thank them for their service.

Upward Basketball signups begin soon.  The

registration forms and evaluation dates are

located on our website–www.heritagefwb.com.

If you have any questions about the Upward

program contact the church office at 614492

0989.

Keep praying and working for souls to be

added to the kingdom of God! 

We trust each of you will have a wonderful

Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday. Our

church looks forward to the community

Thanksgiving Service on November 18th at

Obetz Nazarene.  It’s so wonderful to see the

area churches come and worship together.  

Our schedule at Heritage is always filled with

fun and family during this wonderful time of the

year.

Tim W. Stout, Pastor

Stephanie Wolfe, Reporter

ANTIOCH (PINE CREEK)

November 3rd is our fall fest at our church

where we have fellowship, a bean dinner, and

crafts for the kids. The youth are practicing on a

Christmas play that will be held December 16th

in our morning service starting at 10:45am. 

With fall finally here our church had our fall

revival with Matt Pond. We had wonderful

services every night. 

Our church ladies group is going to be making

pies as a fundraiser for our church in November.

You can contact our church for more informa

tion. 

Our church has been focusing on getting clos

er and doing HIS will. 

Rick Henderson, Pastor

Amanda Henderson, Reporter
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Daryl Grimes
Family

Missionaries to Erie,
PA

How to Become a
Financial Partner

*Call (740) 352-3510 and I can
guide you through the process

*Visit www.fwbnam.com
and click on “Automatic

Withdrawal” and follow the on
screen prompts

*E-mail me at
alightinerie@gmail.com

*Please contact Home Missions
if you need a new envelope.

Another Reminder of Why the

Gospel is Needed in Erie, Pa

Greetings from the 

Ohio Women Active for

Christ State Board.

News and Upcoming Events

Mark your calendars... 

OWAC Annual Fall Retreat was held October 1213, 2018 at the Berlin Grande in

the heart of Amish country!  Look for the full article about the retreat on page 3 in

this copy of the Ambassador!

Do you like purses?  Do you like gift cards?  Do you like dessert?  Then don’t miss

out!!  The OWAC will be having a Purse and Dessert Auction on November 3,

2018 hosted by Canaan Free Will Baptist Church from 24pm.  If you have not been

to this event before ladies this is your year!  Each purse being auctioned has at least

a $25 gift card in it and the gift cards can be from anywhere!  We have added a

dessert auction component this year which we are very excited about.  I’ve heard of

several of the desserts ladies are making and they sound delicious! Don’t want to bid

on a purse?  No problem!  Come for the fellowship and ice cream social.  We would

love to see our ladies come out for this fun event!  

Stay Tuned… Info about our 2019 Women’s Days Events, Special Missionary Event,

State Meeting, National Convention, HIS girls event, Fall Retreat and End of year

fun event coming soon!  Don’t miss out on being a part of these awesome OWAC

events!

Your sister in Christ,

Jessica Musetti, OWAC Secretary

Jessicamusetti2@gmail.com

Ohio Women Active for Christ



OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 10

Are you receiving the

If you like to begin receiving all the Ohio FWB News, just send
your email address to 

ehayes@ambassadorbible.com
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State
Association
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MCGUFFEY (NORTH & WESTERN)

“This is the day which the LORD hath made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.”Psalms 118:24

Greetings from McGuffey FWBC!  What a

beautiful September we had!  The whole church

gathered at the pastor’s house for a Saturday

evening of food and fellowship. The four

Osborne Sisters came and sang for us.  Their

father is the pastor of a church in Lima.

The next Sunday in September we had our

annual communion and feetwashing service.

Pastor Don Webb preached about the reason for

the service.  Jesus set us a wonderful example to

follow.  What a blessing that service was to all

who participated!

In October the pastor preached on how, just as

God led Moses and the people out of Egypt all

those years ago, He will lead us out of our trou

bles if we will follow Him.

We wish everyone a wonderful Thanksgiving

and Christmas season and pray that the world

remembers that Jesus is the reason for the sea

son! May God bless us all is our prayer.

Don Webb, Pastor

Sue Smith, Reporter

GAHANNA (CORNERSTONE)

We greet you in the name of our Lord and

Savior, Jesus Christ.

Our hearts go out to Pastor Curtis and Sister

Pat Booth. Their son and our brother in Christ,

Mike Booth, suffered a heart attack and went

home to be with the Lord in October. He is truly

missed by all that knew him.

We also lost Dee Neese and Bev Beverly, both

to cancer. They were very faithful members of

the church.

Cornerstone Conference held it’s semiannual

meeting and worship service October 27th  at

the Garden City FWB Church in Wheelersburg.

We were honored to have Brother Arnold and

Sister Barb Damron in our morning worship

service on October 7th.  He preached a wonder

ful message as always. 

Brother Edwin Hayes preached our morning

and evening service on October 28th.  Brother

and Sister Hayes are always a blessing to our

church.

October is Pastor Appreciation month. The

ladies auxiliary honored Pastor Booth Sunday,

October 28th. with a dinner in the fellowship

hall immediately following the morning serv

ice. The church appreciates Pastor Curtis and

Sister Pat for all they do throughout the year. 

We wish each of you a happy Thanksgiving

and a blessed Christmas.

Curtis Booth, Pastor

Bonnie Justice, Reporter

VICTORY (CAPITAL CITY)

September and October were busy months,

and now we are looking forward to November

and December to celebrate Thanksgiving and

Christmas. This is a great time to reflect on the

blessings God has given us in 2018 and how

grateful we are for His goodness and mercies. 

We always want to spread the good news of

Christ's love. Psalm 145:4 “One generation
shall praise thy works to another, and shall
declare thy mighty acts.”
We did spread the good news of God's love

and gift of salvation through Jesus Christ in

revival October 1113th and homecoming day,

which was October 14th. What a great time in

the Lord! We enjoyed so much the messages

Andy Freeman preached on the 11th, Nick

Eanes on the 12th and Aaron Boggs on the

13th. We were also blessed by the singers who

came each night. Two were saved and others

rededicated since our last report. Homecoming

Day was a wonderful time of fellowship and

great food! Rev. Garrett Fitch brought the

message that stirred our hearts to draw closer to

the Lord in the coming new year. 

Until next report, we wish everyone a wonder

ful Thanksgiving and a blessed Christmas.

Jim Thompson, Pastor

Jean Holmes, Reporter

MOUNT HOPE (PINE CREEK) 

Greetings from Mount Hope FWB Church.

We are blessed to have Pastor Gary Selby and

his family at our church.  Pastor Gary is loved

and respected by all. 

Please continue to remember our church mem

bers who are sick in your prayers—Sisters

Gwen Cooper, Flo Loop, Sonja Smith, Brother

Bob Branningan and Sister Betty Yates. 

We had our homecoming on October 7th and

we all had a wonderful time.  Also, God blessed

us with decent weather for the fall festival on

October 21st.   

We have just started a youth meeting on

Wednesday night at our church.  Please pray

that God will bless and we will continue to

build up the youth at our church. 

Until the next time, may the Lord keep you

and bless you. 

Gary Selby, Pastor 

Karen Charles, Reporter 

ROSEDALE (CAPITAL CITY)

Greetings from Rosedale, we trust you had a

great summer and are looking forward to the

coming holidays.

God has been blessing us beyond anything we

ever imagined.  The new playground has been

installed, a great investment for our kids They

love it and we love them enough to let them

know how important they are to our church.

Our youth choir does a phenomenal  job and

being a great example to others. God recently

blessed us to be able to purchase a new piano,

another way to help our youth as they sing.

Pastor Appreciation Day was held on October

14th which included our “first" associate pastor

and families.   Just a small way to thank them

for all they do.  There are really not enough

words to convey exactly what they mean to us,

we thank God for them everyday.

Our annual hog roast was held on October

13th, we had a great crowd, wonderful fellow

ship and amazing food.  A huge thank you to

Mike Moran for providing the hog, hours of

cooking, along with help from Paul Fraley,

Chuck Baldwin and lots of volunteers!

We were blessed to have five saved in the past

few months and two baptized. Keep them in

your prayers.

We had two young men announce their call to

preach, Sam Cooper and our pastor's son,

Deacon Meade.  They are doing a great job and

we cannot thank God enough for what they are

doing and we are excited to see what God has in

store for them in the future.

We lost another long time elder of our church,

Mozelle Sparks.  She was 91 years old and

loved Rosedale church.  We will miss her but

we know where she is and we have the assur

ance of seeing her again one day.

Jason Meade, Pastor

Bev Fraley, Reporter

SHELBY (NORTHERN OHIO)

King David said in Psalm 4, “I will both lay
me down in peace, and sleep; for thou, LORD,
only makest me dwell in safety.” 
A lot of the church’s activities the past two

months have centered around building up the

youth – collecting school supplies, holding a

special youth service, and attending the

Northern Ohio Youth Camp Rally.   In this day

and age, it seems society gets more treacherous,

and even going to school can be a danger.   But

what an awesome feeling to know that the same

pace and comfort that sustained King David is

still available to the youngest generation even

today!  The more we can teach the youth about

Christ, the more they can learn to lean on Him

for all their needs.   

On October 28th, we celebrated Pastor

Appreciation month by having The Parsons

Family sing for us in the Sunday morning serv

ice, followed by dinner.  We would like to thank

our pastor, Matt Pond, for all his efforts and

dedication to the ministry – and also give a

shoutout to all pastors for their commitment to

their calling. May God bless each and every

one!

Matt Pond, Pastor

Heather Brown, Reporter
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BOOKKEEPING
ACCOUNTING
NOTARY PUBLIC

M. J. LOWE’S
INCOME TAX SERVICE

3213 SOUTH HIGH STREET
COLUMBUS OHIO 43207

JIM & JEAN LOWE                         Phone 16144916280
OWNERS                                            FAX 16144914554

MJLOWE24@YAHOO.COM

2018 HOLY GROUND FREE WILL BAPTIST YOUTH FOR CHRIST CAMP
Located at:  5150 RIBER RD, HILLSBORO, OHIO 45133

(Bldg- Worship, Devotions, Recreation, etc.)  (New Kitchen/Dining Hall Building)             (Completely new Kitchen facilities)

(Improved Pond facilities)
Newly built, fully furnished kitchen and dining area, as well as the huge pond is now available for swimming and pedal

boats!  A Pastor from a camp in 2012 was so impressed with our improvements in these areas that he said he wished
other FWB churches were aware of our new (Kitchen/Dining hall) and improved (the Pond) facilities. 

For leasing and information on the above camps call Larry Glenn (937) 478-3815, Donna Glenn (937) 475-2710, 
Rev. Steve Nickels (937) 478-1182,  Pastor Tim Hamilton (937) 559-1966

or Email us at timham@reagan.com.  

2019 Camps
July 7–12: Sr. Co-ed Camp (Ages 13-20 boys/girls)       July 14-19: Jr. Boys Camp (Ages 8-13)      

July 21-26: Jr. Girls Camp (Ages 8-13)
Please let us know if you would like to view a camp presentation.

A ministry of Northridge Free Will Baptist Church, 4800 Payne Ave, Dayton, OH 45414



SPRINGFIELD (LITTLE MIAMI)

“It is a good thing to give thanks unto the
LORD, and to sing praises unto thy name, O
Most High: To show forth thy lovingkindness in
the morning, and thy faithfulness every night,"
Psalm 92:1&2

Hello from Springfield.

We do thank God for the love and faithfulness

that He gives to us all. Our God is so marvelous.

Bro. Steve Wallace visited us and preached a

wonderful message on faith. 

We also had the privilege to host the benefit

singing that Bro. Forest Dyer held for the FWB

Children's Home in Tenn. The singers were a

blessing to us all and we were happy to be a part

of it. Thanks to everyone who helped support

this great cause.

A special thank you for all the pastors, preach

ers and teachers who are willing to answer these

callings and sacrifice their time to further the

gospel.

Wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and

a very Merry Christmas!

Charles Crider, Pastor

Kristen Lemaster, Reporter 

MADISON (PORTER)

These two months were pretty busy ones. We

had our revival the week of September 1723rd.

We had great services every day. The schedule

was as follows: Monday the message by Mike

Leslie and The Williams Family singing,

Tuesday: the message by Lowell King and The

Williams Family singing, Wednesday the mes

sage by Rodney Evans, and our church mem

bers singing, Thursday: the message by Dave

Monroe and Dave and Dusty Monroe, singing

Friday: the message by Chaz Horsley and Dave

and Dusti Monroe singing, Saturday: the mes

sage Chaz Horsley and Dave and Dusty

Monroe singing.

On September 29th "Ladies Night Out", the

men did a wonderful job with the food. Pastor

Rodney and Pam did a wonderful job organiz

ing the games and prizes. There was a great

time had by everyone. 

Then on to October which has been a busy

month also. On October 14th was our Old

Fashion Days. We had singing by the Miracle

Ministries. We had dinner in our fellowship

hall afterward. It was a great time and fellow

ship.

We has Pastor Appreciation lunch after church

on October 21st. As always we had more great

food and fellowship, along with showing our

appreciation to Pastor Rodney and his wife

Pam. We are so blessed to have them leading

our church. 

October 27th we had our Fall Festival/Cake

Walk to benefit our ladies auxiliary. We raised

$342.00 in this one evening with all the support

of our members, families and friends. We did a

lot of walking, which was good because we

have a lot of wonderful and delicious sweets to

eat afterward. Thank you everyone for your par

ticipation. 

Now we are just gearing  up for the rest of the

year and the holidays. God bless all.

Rodney Evans, Pastor

Tammy Martin, Reporter

UNITY (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings from Unity FWB Church!  We had a

wonderful end to the summer at our church.  

October 46th, the men of Unity went on the

first annual Unity Men’s Retreat. Eighteen men

went to Mohican remembering how to “fan the

flame,” worshipping, and fellowshipping.

Thanks to Josh Workman, Michael Collins and

Greg Sword for organizing this event. 

Also during October, Adam McMahan

announced his calling to preach.  We are so

proud of Adam and his testimony, and are  pray

ing for him as he embarks on this new calling. 

Three were baptized after service on October

21th.  What a blessing it is to see folks follow

the Lord’s direction and pledge their devotion to

Him through water baptism.  

On Friday, October 26 we held our fifth annu

al Fall Festival Celebration/Trunk or Treat at the

church.  There were games and snacks and we

were able to share the gospel with over 100 chil

dren and their parents that may not have heard

it otherwise!  We want to thank Heather Wagner

for all of her hard work and planning, JoAnna

Smith for decorating so beautifully and all the

volunteers that participated that evening!

We worshipped with Tammy Jones Robinette

the morning of October 29th. We always enjoy

when Tammy visits us. 

We honored our pastor and assistant pastor and

their wives with gifts for Pastor Appreciation,

and a dinner the evening of October 29th.  We

are so grateful for them – the gift was just a

small token of how much we love them!  

Be in prayer for our revival scheduled for

November 47th.  Rev Cecil Farmer will be

with us as well as many special singers.  We are

praying God visits us in a mighty way!

We hope you have a wonderful fall season and

a Happy Thanksgiving!

Eugene Crouch, Pastor

Angie Steitz, Reporter

FAITH (SOUTH CENTRAL)

Greetings from Faith FWB Church!  

We want to start out by thanking God that we

have had new members recently join the church.

Sis. Heather Dupler, as well as her two young

boys and Bro. Ed and Sis  Maggie Summers,

along with their three children, have become

members. They have been such a blessing. We

also are very thankful that we have had a couple

new families that have been attending the

church.  We praise God and look forward to see

ing what God has planned for our church. 

The Ladies of Faith had a bake sale on

September 5th.  They were able to raise $200.28

that will go toward helping families this

Christmas.   

The Girls Night Out was a success!  On

October 5th, we enjoyed fellowship, snacks,

and watching Christian comedian Chonda

Pierce on DVD. 

A packing party for Operation Christmas Child

is planned for November 12th.  It is a wonder

ful ministry that spreads God’s word and will

brighten children's lives this Christmas. 

Our Thanksgiving dinner is planned for

Wednesday,  November 14th at 6:30 pm. Every

year, this dinner provides good fellowship and a

time to reflect on God's blessings. 

We are thankful for God’s blessings on our

church and in our lives; we ask His blessings on

all of you. 

In His service. 

Tony Vanover, Pastor 

Teresa Gibson, Reporter 

STONEY RUN (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Stoney Run FWB Church in

West Portsmouth. We remain always faithful in

our God. Our wonderful Pastor Crad blessed us

with a passionate night of preaching. It has been

almost two years since he has been able to

preach. He had such power and conviction in

his voice; he barely needed his microphone.

Praise the Lord! We send out a resounding

"God bless you" to all the guest preachers who

have helped out recently: Donnie Smith, Lee

Young, Alex Blumfield, Shawn Campbell,

Jim Pertuset, Lynn Welman, Gorge Vastine,

Junior Wiley and Chase Holbrook.

The ladies had another successful yard sale the

first week of October. Our Lord truly supplies

our needs. Once again we are able to provide

complete Thanksgiving dinners for struggling

families. We are having another sale in

November with a variety of clothing items,

crafts and painted wooden signs. As always, all

profits go to stock our food pantry. 

October was Pastor Appreciation Month and

our pastor’s birthday. Our church was overjoyed

to present Pastor Crad with a gift of our ever

lasting love and appreciation. 

Celebrating another fall weenie roast; which

was filled with good food, great fellowship and

a warm fire. In October we rejoiced in the

amazing music performed by Harness Family

Ministry and sermon by Casey Harness. 

Upcoming events: Wednesday evening movies

with many great spiritual lessons to behold and

Christmas play practice will begin. Everyone is

welcome. 

“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts,
to the which also ye are called in one body; and
be ye thankful.” Colossians 3:15

Crad Frye, Pastor

Erin Blower, Reporter

ZALESKI

When we are faced with bad times, it’s hard to

look ahead, but we keep on trusting God and He

will see us through. See (Rom 8:28)

We thank the Lord for the blessings He has

bestowed on our church. During Pastor/Wife

Appreciation Month, we did a card shower, a

time of ice cream and cake, a carry in dinner

and gifts given. We had the youth sing in honor

of all the men and women who serve God. We

also gave cards to all of them October 28th.

We have been blessed with two new families

including eight children who have starting

attending our church. They are all very special

to us. 

Our “Soup and Sandwich with the Savior” on

Mondays has been doing very well. We are so

blessed by it.

Please lift our pastor, Mark Rood and his

wife, Teresa in your prayers. They work hard

for the church. Satan like to cause problems

with all pastors and wives to keep them from

doing God’s work. We need to uplift them all in

our prayers. 

We are planning to deliver Christmas dinners

to the seniors and shutins around Zaleski.

Please keep Nancy Rood in your prayers. She

is very special to us.

Our youth decorated pumpkins during their

meeting. 

Please pray for our church, the military, the

families of our nation, our leaders, our youth

and our nursing home ministry.

Have a blessed Christmas, and Happy

Thanksgiving. Take Jesus with you in the new

year. Tell someone you love them and really

mean it.

Mark Rood, Pastor

Linda McKibben, Reporter

CANAAN (CAPITAL CITY)

Fall has arrived in Northeast Ohio. The leaves

on the trees have turned to their vibrant shades

of orange, red and yellow.  Pumpkin spice

aroma fills the air.  High school football and

marching band seasons are winding down.  It's

a beautiful, but busy season.  

The kids returned to school and the new sea

son of Canaan Kids launched on Wednesday

evenings.  We currently have two Wednesday

midweek services.  One in the morning and the

traditional evening Bible study for adults and

youth meetings.  Trunk or Treat was held in the

church parking lot on the last Wednesday in

October and proved to be a popular event... for

the adults as much as the kids.  It's a wonderful

time for the youth in the community.

Our ladies attended the annual OWAC Retreat.

They had a great time of restoration and fun.

Pastor Mike continues to have some health

challenges.  Please pray for him that the Lord

would bless him to be able to so the Kingdom

work he desires to do.  The month of October is

Pastor Appreciation month.  We were honored

to celebrate Pastor Mike and Pastor Aaron on

the last Sunday in October.

Mike Gladson, Pastor

Lisa Justice, Reporter
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“Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.” II Thessalonians 1:2

Thought for the Month
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Former Missionary Jean Deeds Passed Away
Willie Jean (Barker) Deeds entered life eternal on September 12, 2018. She suffered for several

years from Alzheimer’s and more recently from cancer. 

Jean accepted Christ as Savior as an 18yearold, after hearing the testimony of a Welch College

quartet in her native Arkansas. She attended Welch, where she met Earnie Deeds. They married

in 1957 and graduated together in 1958. After four years of pastoral ministry in the States, the

Deeds were appointed as career missionaries in 1962. 

Initially, they settled in Campinas, strengthening the first Free Will Baptist church in Brazil. Jean

played music and developed a variety of ministries for women and children. In subsequent years,

they worked in Jaboticabal and Conselheiro Lafaiete. In both locations, they planted a strong

church. Each congregation organized, purchased property, and constructed church buildings under

the Deeds’ leadership. Jean led church choirs, taught Bible studies, ministered to women, and

exercised hospitality while raising their five children.

The couple retired in 1998, after 35 years of ministry in Brazil. Yet they did not retire from min

istry. Serving in their local church, they also were among the first to join the Ambassador pro

gram, capably representing IM in Oklahoma churches as they raised awareness of the Mission’s

efforts around the world and promoted the World Missions Offering.

“Jean’s gentle spirit left an indelible mark on Brazil,” said General Director Clint Morgan. “Her

faithful service, even after retirement, and her devotion to her Savior are an example to us all. We

mourn for Earnie and the rest of the family, but rejoice in knowing Jean is facetoface with her

Savior.”

We are excited to announce that the Board of Directors

has prayerfully and carefully chosen Jim McComas as

the next Chief Executive Officer of Free Will Baptist

Family Ministries.  

Jim was born and raised in Northeast Ohio. He accept

ed Christ at the age of six, and surrendered to the call

to the ministry at the early age of nine. He pastored

Canaan Free Will Baptist Church in Creston, Ohio for

twentyone years, during which time he led them

through a complete relocation of their campus while the

church enjoyed steady and consistent growth. During

his ministry in Ohio, Jim was very involved in the

community as well as the denomination, serving for

many years on the Board of Directors of both the

Wayne County Pregnancy Care Center and the Ohio

State Association of Free Will Baptists.  

For the past nearly five years, Jim has worked for our denomination as Director of

Church Revitalization for Free Will Baptist North American Ministries. In this posi

tion, Jim has traveled literally across the country singing, teaching, and preaching in

hundreds of Free Will Baptist Churches.  

Jim has been married to his wife Beth for twentysix years. They have two sons,

Matthew and Aaron. (Aaron attends college in Nashville where he is pursuing a

double major in political science and business administration. Matthew tragically

passed away in 2017 at the age of twentythree.) 

Family Ministries Board Chairman Noah Taylor states “We look forward to welcom

ing Bro. Jim and his wife Beth to the Family Ministries team. We are confident that

his vision, leadership, and ability to connect with churches and leaders nationwide

will be a great asset to Family Ministries for many years to come. We are excited

about the future and what God has in store for Free Will Baptist Family Ministries.”

Rev. McComas commented “Beth and I are honored beyond words to have been

offered this tremendous opportunity. Both as a Pastor and as a family, we have been

supporters and fans of Family Ministries for many, many years. We are excited to

build upon the great work that this ministry has done in the past, and believe that God

has even greater things in store in the future. I have long said that Free Will Baptist

Family Ministries is the best kept secret in our denomination, and I look forward to

sharing its good work with friends across this country.” 

Jim’s formal introduction as CEO will come at the Tennessee State meeting in

November. Jim will be fulfilling his obligations with North American Ministries over

the next couple months, and then he and Beth will begin to make the transition to

East Tennessee. Please continue to pray for them and the ministry during this exciting

time.

Free Will Baptist Family Ministries, Inc.

90 Stanley Lane | Greeneville | TN | 37743

Voice:  423.278.1564 | Fax: 423.639.5083

International

Mission News

New Director for Family

Ministries Selected

Rev. Jim McComas

The Executive Committee has extended the deadline for submitting candidates for
Executive Secretary. A ministry description of the duties and responsibilities of the

office is below.

Submissions will be accepted until Wednesday, November 14. Candidate submis

sions can be made online at http://nafwb.org/candidate

National Association of Free Will Baptists, Inc.

Executive Secretary

Ministry Description

Observations:

• The Executive Committee is charged with the responsibility of presenting a single

candidate for the position of executive secretary to the General Board of the

National Association of Free Will Baptists.

• Candidate recommendations for executive secretary will be submitted  to the

Executive Committee according to the means and dates prescribed.

• All pertinent information regarding this process will be dispersed to pastors, state

leaders, General Board members, state papers, and printed in ONE Magazine.

• The Executive Committee will recommend one candidate to the General Board.

• The General Board will recommend one candidate to the National Association.

• The executive secretary will be elected by majority vote of the National Association.

Duties: (See: A TREATISE of the Faith and Practices of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists, Inc. Adopted by the National Association November 7, 1935,  at

Nashville, Tennessee pp. 6162)

Section 9. The duties of the Executive Secretary shall be:

A. Administration. He shall administer the affairs of the Executive Office and carry

out  the responsibilities delegated to him bythe National Association and the

Executive Committee. He shall fulfill all duties commensurate with his office and

present such plans and procedures that he feels would be effective in the life of the

denomination.

B. General Promotion. He shall seek to show through general promotion the correla

tion and interrelation of all the national ministries. It is expected that he will promote

impartially the total program of work as devised by all the departments.

C. Public  Relations. He shall serve as consultant on general denominational affairs

and as official representative when occasiondemands. Through personal communica

tion he shall keep close contact with pastors, state organizations and their affiliates.

He shall represent the National Association to other bodies when in the interest of the

denomination.

Visit us on the web
www.OhioFWB.org

or our Facebook Page



Pat Booth, wife of Gahanna FWB Pastor

Curtis Booth has been having serious liver

problems and is in need of prayer.

Ambassador Bookstore Manager Paul Keener

is making slow improvement as he recovers

from two  surgeries.  He has been released from

the rehab center and continues his rehab at

home. 

Beech Grove Pastor Joe Pinkerton was in the

hospital in Chillicothe with severe blood pres

sure problems. 

Good Hope Pastor Paul Peterson began tak

ing dialysis three times a week.

Former Columbus First FWB Pastor Alan

Barnes was in the St. Ann's Hospital in

Westerville with blood clots. 

Lighthouse Pastor Bobby Courtney took a

fall September 30th. He chipped a bone in his

ankle and also got second degree burns on his

thigh. He was very swollen and having difficul

ty walking. He is making improvement. 

Canaan FWB Pastor Mike Gladson had to

return to the hospital after open heart surgery to

have two stents placed.  He is now home.

Sister Shirley Crank, wife of Lawrence

Conference General Board Member Tim Crank

had major surgery on October 23rd at the James

Center in Columbus. She is doing well.

Rev. Jim England from the Westerville

Church was admitted to ICU at Doctor’s West

Hospital in Columbus October 27th and is fac

ing major surgery. 

SOUTHWEST (CAPITAL CITY)

We send greetings trusting God is blessing our

churches in their effort for Him. God truly

blessed us during our “FALL REVIVAL”

October 1419th with Chris Oiler opening the

service Sunday morning and evening and Cal

Ray Evans with Brian Baer Monday thru

Friday night. Special singing was presented

each night before the message and the altar was

used each service with six precious souls being

saved. 

Our Pastor Appreciation Service was a bless

ing for our Pastors John and John Jr. Cards and

gifts were given to them and their wives. Pastor

John was blessed to have his oldest brother,

Wayne Meade preach for us that day. A meal

was provided following the morning service. 

Our costume party was the last event of

October with a good attendance with our church

family. Several children along with their parents

dressed up in many characters for this event.

Games and food highlighted the evening and a

good time was had by all. 

We look forward to our Veteran’s Day service

during November and communion and feet

washing service prior to our Thanksgiving cele

bration. 

Also, the Christmas season is always a time of

thankfulness and appreciation for the greatest

Gift ever offered and that was the gift God gave

in His only Son, We wish each of you a Merry

Christmas and a Happy New Year. Please pray

for us as we “Continue on the move” for Him.

John Meade, Pastor

BUCYRUS (NORTHERN OHIO)

Greetings from the Bucyrus FWB Church

family.  Our church has been enjoying the

sweet services, we are having. People using the

altar for healing, strength, courage for the battle,

and salvation. God is so good. No, God is great!

We are thankful for all our ministers and visit

ing ministers: Clarence Mullins, Randy

Nichols, Kevin McCoy, Rick Pelfrey and

Lowell Spencer. A special thanks to our Pastor

Lyle Arnett. 

Our assistant Pastor, Justin Feight, recently

took pastorate of Columbus First Free Will

Baptist Church. He and his family are truly

missed. Prayers for Justin and his family.

We’re looking forward to our revival

November 5th, 6th, and 7th. Brother Jay Hill

from Paradise Free Will Baptist, will be preach

ing with special singers each night at 7pm.

We had a  wonderful conference. We were

blessed to host the conference. Brothers George

Lore and Edwin Hayes preached Saturday

services and our pastor preached Friday night. A

special thanks for all who worked to make our

conference blessed.

Until next time, we appreciate all your prayers.

Lyle Arnett, Pastor

Phyllis Morgan, Reporter

SCIOTODALE (PINE CREEK)

October started with our annual church picnic

on Oct 7th at Lake Vesuvious.  This is always a

great time of fun and fellowship for everyone

with food, games, singing, and a devotion at the

amphitheater followed by a nature hike.   

We also honored our pastor at the church pic

nic. The church presented our pastor with a gift

in appreciation for his faithfulness and devo

tion. 

October 21st was our Law Enforcement

Appreciation Service.  We honored Law

Enforcement to let them know how much we

appreciate them and their role in making our

community safe. We recognized law enforce

ment officers that were present with a presenta

tion of gifts and drawing to award special gifts.

We joined in prayer for all the Officers.  There

was special singing by Hannah Martin followed

by a message by Rev. (Deputy) Jason Meade.

We hope the service was a blessing to them and

their families.  This was followed by a fellow

ship meal. 

The choir has begun practice for the Christmas

Cantata that will be presented on Dec. 23rd in

the AM service. 

Future events include our Mission North

America Offering on Nov. 18th with our goal of

$2,000.

It’s Operation Christmas Child time and the

national collection week is Nov 14th. Debbie

Nash is heading this up and we have a goal of

50 boxes.  

A Fall Teen Trail Treasure Hunt and Bonfire

with hotdogs is scheduled for Nov 3rd for our

students.  We want to thank Frank and Mona Jo

Nichols for hosting this on their property.

The leaves are changing to their beautiful col

ors and we hope everyone will enjoy this beau

tiful time of year that God has given us. 

Aaron Reed, Pastor

Debbie Hawes, Reporter 

NEW HOPE (PORTER)

Hello from New Hope. We are so blessed to be

a part of God’s family! We enjoyed our annual

picnic at Pike Lake on September 30th. The

Lord provided a beautiful day for us to enjoy.

We had a really good testimony service there. 

Three of our ladies participated in a walk for a

local pregnancy crisis ministry, “Cradle”. The

same weekend, we had Bro. Robert Legg in

service to update us with the ministry of Free

Will Baptist Family Ministries. We also had a

Gideon speaker to give us good information

about that ministry. We are glad to support these

works. 

The church celebrated Pastor Appreciation on

October 21 with an evening meal. George and I

thank them for their thoughtfulness. We love

our church family.

George Grice, Pastor

Lena Grice, Reporter
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Hospital

Update

Update on International Missionary 

Cathy Crawfords’ Health

Just a short note to update you on my health situation.  Although

I am doing well, I found out about three months ago that my

cancer treatment was no longer working, and that the cancer was

continuing to gain ground.  According to the doctor I have

between six months and a year left to live.  So I have enrolled in

hospice and will no longer be taking chemotherapy.  When I

think about that, it will be sad to eventually say goodbye to fam

ily and friends.  But for me "to die is gain." It will be amazing

to meet the One who gave His all for me.

Thank you for praying so faithfully for me.

In Him,

Cathy Crawford

WNAC  Strategic Planning Meeting

The WNAC board met October 46 on the Welch College campus for its annual meet

ing. We rejoiced in God's goodness to us over the past year and celebrated His provi

sion for our ministry.

Our top ten state leaders were invited to join this meeting to strategically plan for the

future of WNAC. As the women's ministry department of the Free Will Baptist

(FWB) denomination, we need to be like the sons of Issachar who understand our

times and know what we should do (1 Chronicles 12:32). We must broaden our out

reach while maintaining our original purpose. We must embrace the women's min

istries of all FWB churches. We will not look nor minister exactly alike. Each group

seeks to meet the unique needs of their ladies fulfilling their place in the Kingdom. 

WNAC exists to help each FWB woman fulfill her Godgiven roles in the Great

Commission at home, in her church, community, and around the world.

Thrive: this ministry has been faithful to support missions and ministry causes

since 1935.

Shine: conferences targeting 1218 year old girls with their moms and youth

leaders began in 2015.

Flourish: our meetings, events, and publications seek to broaden our reach to

include every FWB woman. 

We claim the promise found in Philippians 1:6, "Being confident of this very thing,
that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ." 

WNAC Board Back Row: Sarah Sargent (OH), Pam Hackett (SC), Jonda Patton
(KY), Elizabeth Hodges, Director (TN), Tracy Payne (OK), Amy Johnson (IL), Lee
Ann Wilfong (MO) Front Row: Janie Campbell (AR), Diana Bryant (FL), Khristi
Shores (OK)



OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 16

Welch College Named 13th Best Regional

College in the South in U.S. News & World

Report’s Best Colleges Rankings

Welch College received notification that the institution ranks

13th among “Best Regional Colleges” (South Region) in

U.S. News & World Report’s 2019 edition of America’s Best

Colleges rankings, according to Welch president Matt

Pinson. The numerical ranking of 13 in the 2019 South

Region indicates a rise of 13 places above the 2018 edition

ranking of 26. Welch had the fifth highest ranking of all the colleges and universities in

Tennessee in the “Best Value” category, which combines quality and price.

“This is a tremendous blessing!” President Pinson said. “Although one of our eventual goals was

to move this high in the rankings, it was a pleasant surprise that we were able to do so this year.

This ranking demonstrates our quality to not only our students and supporters but also those out

side the Welch family. It also reassures prospective students and their parents that Welch remains

a topquality institution of higher learning that delivers on their educational investment, while

keeping Christian learning and spiritual formation at the heart of their college experience.”

The “Best Regional Colleges” category where Welch is ranked includes 248 institutions that

focus on undergraduate education and offer a range of degree programs in the liberal arts and in

professional fields such as business, nursing, and education. Colleges in this category are ranked

within four geographic regions: North, South, Midwest, and West.

U.S. News rankings offer opportunities to judge the relative quality of institutions based on wide

ly accepted indicators of excellence: peer assessment, graduation and retention rates, faculty

resources, student selectivity, financial resources, alumni giving, and more.

Welch received especially high marks in four strategic areas—percent of classes with under 20

students (90%), student/faculty ratio (9/1), firstyear student retention rate (72%), and freshmen in

the top 25% of their high school class (66%). Welch’s peer reputation ranking also increased from

2.4 to 2.7.

Provost Matthew McAffee said, “I am excited to see such a remarkable increase in our ranking

this year. Welch College is committed to excellence in our academic programs, and our momen

tous rise in this national ranking underlines our efforts. We thank the Lord for His continued

favor upon the ministry of Welch College.”

More information is available about the rankings and methodology in the annual America’s Best

Colleges guidebook at: www.usnews.com/collegemeth. For more information about Welch, email

gotowelch@welch.edu or visit www.welch.edu.

Welch College Admits First Students in Master of Arts in Teaching
On September 12th the Welch Graduate Admissions Committee voted to admit the first students

to its new Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) degree, according to Dr. Greg Ketteman, Vice

President for Strategic Initiatives and Graduate Dean at Welch College. College officials antici

pate program approval from college accreditors in December 2018 and courses for the 33hour

master’s program will begin on January 19.

“Our alumni and denominational supporters have long sensed the need for a Welch College grad

uate program in education,” Ketteman said. “Admission of these MAT students is a truly historic

moment that demonstrates God’s provision for our needs. There has never been a greater need for

teachers who have a biblical worldview and who pursue their calling with excellence. Our vision

for the Welch MAT is to foster excellence in teaching from a distinctively Christian perspective.”

The Welch MAT offers tracks in teaching, special education, and higher education pedagogy. The

MAT is designed so that all tenweek courses, offered both on campus and live online, may be

completed in 18 months. Scholarships and financial aid are available for qualifying students.    

Provost Matthew McAffee said, “I commend Dr. Ketteman for his hard work in getting this pro

gram off the ground. We are thankful for the Lord’s blessing in bringing the MAT to fruition.”

It is not too late to apply for admission to the MAT. For more information go to welch.edu/ma

teaching or contact Dr. Greg Ketteman at gketteman@welch.edu or 6156755312. 

Welch College Provides Hurricane Relief 
Welch College is working to help with hurricane relief for victims of Hurricanes Florence and

Michael, according to David Williford, Vice President for Institutional Advancement at Welch. 

“Welch’s students, administration, faculty, and staff are once again providing help and assistance

to churches and individuals following devastating storms and flooding,” Williford said. 

Students used their fall break to travel to flooded parts of North Carolina under the supervision of

John Murray, Director of Christian Service at Welch. “Students have stepped up to the plate,

volunteering to travel to New Bern, North Carolina, to help with the gutting of homes damaged

by flooding from Hurricane Florence,” Murray said. 

“Another group of students plan to go to the Wilmington, North Carolina, area during their

upcoming Christmas break in December,” he continued. “By that time the weather will have

turned cold and the labor will be more difficult because of the temperature, but they have said,

‘Let’s go.’ That’s the Welch spirit that characterizes our students.”

Shortly after Florence hit North Carolina, Hurricane Michael devastated much of the panhandle

of Florida with 150 mph winds, causing damage up into Georgia. Welch delivered supplies to aid

in the relief effort after Hurricane Michael. Immanuel Church Free Will Baptist, a Gallatin church

plant under the auspices of Free Will Baptist North American Ministries, also contributed toward

the project. 

“Welch and Immanuel sent a trailer with food, water, cleaning supplies, roof tarps, and other sup

plies to the stricken area of Clarksville, Florida,” Williford said. “Pastor Allan Austin is coordi

nating relief efforts through his church, Traveler’s Rest Free Will Baptist Church. Bob Bass,

building and land consultant for Welch who is also an alumnus and former Welch trustee, made

the trip from Gallatin to Florida, using a trailer provided by the National Master’s Men’s ministry.

Welch is also planning to send funds for hurricane relief for our people in Southwest Georgia.” 

“These efforts add to a long history of Welch students and staff stepping up to the plate when our

churches and people are hurting,” Williford continued. “Other trips like this have been made not

only to North Carolina, but Florida, Alabama, and Tennessee. Students have even traveled as far

as Haiti to help build a boys’ dormitory at an orphanage. We are grateful for the spirit of service

found in our students.” 

Evangelist 
Mike Blanton

Available for services, revivals 
and campmeetings!

(614) 871-2795 

Mike Blanton and
Evidence

available to sing at your
church!

FREDDY DUTTON 
MINISTRIES

“Holding Forth The Word of Life”

1700 Hale Court
Columbus, Ohio 43228

614/276-0200 or 614/738-0683
email: Reverenddutton@aol.com

God has truly been good to us!   We truly thank all of our wonderful friends for your

prayers, support, and gifts.  We are so blessed and we are so grateful to God!  

The Southwest FWB Church just finished a revival with Bro. Calvin Ray Evans and

Brian Baer.  Praise God there were six people that personally accepted Christ into

their lives.  This was a very uplifting week and we are still praising God for this spe

cial week of renewal!

I have been able to resume some of my fall Schedule and have appointments through

November.  Just pray for us that the Lord will bless.  I had to cancel our summer

appointments due to the severity of the symptoms from the Parkinson's Disease.  As

most of you know, I have been taking the medication for the Parkinson's Disease

since July.  This medication is giving some control of the many symptoms.  I will be

seeing a Parkinson's Specialist at Riverside Hospital on November 6th.  We are very

anxious for this appointment and will keep everyone updated on these results.

Please continue to pray for us!  We thank you for all you do for us.

UPCOMING SCHEDULE:
November 4      McGuffey FWB Church                   

November 11    Marysville FWB Church (Veteran's Day Service)

November 18    Edison Enterprise Baptist Church  (Special Thanksgiving Service)



MECHANICSBURG (TRINITY)

Greetings from Mechanicsburg FWB Church.

Thanksgiving will soon be upon us!  “Let us
come before His presence with thanksgiving,
and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms.”
(Psalms 95:2)  We are truly thankful for all of

His many blessings he has bestowed upon us!

The women of the church gathered at Cracker

Barrel for Ladies Night out October 4th.

Everyone enjoyed dinner and fellowship with

each other.  

Our Sunday School Picnic was held Sept. 30th

at the Goshen Memorial Park.  We shared in a

wonderful day of fellowship and home cooked

food.  It was a last farewell to summer!

Our Old Fashion Days was held Oct. 14th.

The women wore old fashion attire with their

bonnets and aprons and some of the men wore

their overalls.  We were blessed with songs of

praise by the Bluegrass Gospel group, Crossing

Over! Just as in the good ole’ days, we were

blessed to hear Brothers Ray Boggs and Clay

Baldwin bring spiritfilled messages.  Bro.

Boggs’ message was to “Build your life/house
upon the solid rock of  Jesus Christ.” And Bro.

Clay’s message conveyed the importance of

serving the Lord, “As for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord.” A delicious home cooked

dinner and great fellowship was had by all!  

Our pastor, Jessie Walters celebrated his 80th

birthday October 20th.  He is now a member of

the very elite “octogenarians!”  We have truly

been blessed to have such a devoted pastor for

last 31 years.  We sincerely appreciate his serv

ice to our church and for the Lord!  

We ask that you keep our church in your

prayers.  Please remember our lost, those who

have lost a loved one, and those who have been

out with sicknesses and other health problems.

Pray that we will grow and prosper in the Lord.

May the Lord bless and keep you.

Jessie Walters, Pastor

Bobbi Groeber, Reporter

PORTER (PORTER)

Autumn has arrived at Porter Free Will Baptist

Church and we welcome it with open arms! 

We began September with our annual home

coming service. This year we celebrated our

201st anniversary! Our Sunday school lesson

was brought to us by Blaine Etterling and our

guest speaker for the morning worship service

was Steve Thrasher. Both speakers did an

excellent job and we are grateful that they chose

to spend the day with us. We also had a great

afternoon service led by Scott Hilbert filled

with worship, reflection, and singing. It was a

real blessing to celebrate 201 years of God’s

faithfulness to the Porter Church family.

We hosted Porter Community Day in October

that included inflatables and games as well as a

cruise in. The day ended with the annual bean

dinner and craft sale hosted by our Women

Active for Christ. The group was able to raise

over $8,000 to support their chosen missions

projects.

Porter Woman Active for Christ is also partic

ipating in Samaritan’s Purse Operation

Christmas Child this year. They will be packing

shoeboxes along with anyone else in the church

who wants to participate. This is such a simple

way to share that message of the gospel and

bless children around the world.

On November 11th, we will be having a spe

cial Veteran’s Day service. CH(COL) Kerry

Steedley, US Army (Retired), director of chap

lain support with North American Ministries

will be with us for our evening service. We pray

that he can help us reach people in our commu

nity that we may not be able to reach otherwise.

Mark Price, Pastor

Tehra Clevenger, Reporter

LOCKBOURNE (TRINITY)

We have been very blessed with some wonder

ful church services in September and October.

Brother Bruce Sparks preached at our morning

worship service in September and he and his

family also provided special singing.  

We enjoyed having Rev. Dave Heavener

preach in September and we had a great service

in October with New Vision who brought the

gospel to us in song as well as with encouraging

words.  It was also wonderful to have Rev. Tom

Murphy visit and preach in October.  God has

been good. 

On October 7th, Rev. Clay Baldwin preached

for us and Singing Praises provided special

singing.  We celebrated Pastor Appreciation

Day and honored our pastor Leon Stevens. We

are so grateful that the Lord sent Brother

Stevens and Jennifer to Lockbourne back in

2004.  We are very appreciative of all that our

pastor does for the Lord and for the church.

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
of him that bringeth good tidings, that pub
lisheth peace, that bringeth good tidings of
good, that publisheth salvation, that saith unto
Zion, Thy God reigneth! Only heaven will

reveal your reward for your faithfulness, Pastor

Leon.  We love you and Jennifer and your entire

family.  You are truly a blessing to our church.

Brother Joshua Stevens and his wonderful

team worked hard at the Apple Butter Fest in

October.  Brother Joshua organized this event

and through his efforts and the efforts of all of

his helpers, $1,325 was raised for the youth

group for youth camp. Thanks to everyone who

helped. God is truly good.

Leon Stevens, Pastor

Janelle Sagraves, Reporter

COMMUNITY (CENTRAL OHIO)

We have had a great start to the fall season.  We

had our homecoming service Oct. 14th and

what a service it was! We had an amazing

singing group, God’s Messengers. Our  con

gregation really enjoyed them and their testimo

ny in songs.  It was a great start for Bro. Aaron

Quinn preach from Job 1:2122, Daniel 6 and

Daniel 3. The title for his message was wonder

ful, “Are You an ‘If ‘ You do or Are you an ‘If’
you don’t?” It was a great sermon! Then a

grand meal to follow our spiritual food.  

We enjoyed celebrating Pastor Appreciation

Month.    We truly have a great pastor and his

family.  Bro. Jerry is now on Facebook.  This is

a new ministry for our church.  

In November we have several activities to

share.  November 3rd we have our conference at

Pleasant Hill FWB Church.  When November

comes around we think of what we are thankful

for.  Our church does an annual food drive for

our local food bank in West Jefferson.  We have

volunteers in the church.  There is much to be

thankful for!  

For December the excitement continues on in

the church, Christ birthday is in full celebration.

We will have our Church Christmas dinner

December 5th.  The Christmas Caroling will

take place on December 12th.  We have such a

wonderful time singing in the community.  Our

candlelight service will be December 19th at

7pm. This is a special time of fellowship and

praise. To round out the year, will be the

Christmas Play on Sunday, December 23rd in

the morning worship service.   

We are so thankful for 2018’s blessings and

look forward to the gifts Christ has for us in

2019.  God bless you all!

Jerry Newman, Pastor

A. Friend, Reporter

LIGHTHOUSE (TRISTATE)

Greetings to all my fellow Free Will Baptists.

It is a pleasure to write this report and we are

praising God as always. 

It has been a busy few months here at

Lighthouse. In August we had our homecoming

and we had some wonderful cooks at

Lighthouse, men and women. 

We had our church picnic on September 8th

and had a great turnout, even if it was a little

wet out. Joe and Mona Parker graciously

opened their home to us and we had it inside.

We were pleased to welcome Bro. Hayes to

preach at our church. It is always a great honor

to have him at our church.

Sister Helen Stephens was kind enough to han

dles reservations and collecting money for our

boat and dinner trip on the B and B riverboat.

We had a great time. It was rainy and we could

n’t get out much, but we had a great time of fel

lowship.

We had our Pastor Appreciation dinner in

October. We all love and appreciate Bro. Bobby.

We, also had our harvest party in October. The

children are such a joy. 

We ended our Wednesday night Bible study

with a movie and snacks. 

Bobby Courtney, Pastor

Nancy Reiber, Reporter 

BLOOM (PINE CREEK)

We are so blessed to have Chris Oiler, Mike

Allen, Mike Skaggs and Roger Lavender

preach for us these past months, Pastor

Appreciation month honors were given to

Kenny Klaiber, Allen Harner, and Shawn

Campbell as they preach to us what God gives

them every week in services.  

We had a great homecoming with Ryan Bouts

teaching the SS, Randy Patrick preaching and

singing, with many of our home church talent.

Praise God for three souls saved in our church

services, and two saved with four rededications

at our VBS this summer. There have been six

new members added to the church and we are

and look forward to more being saved soon.  

Our youth have had great services in their Kids

for Christ & S.O.C.K.S., Bell Choir, Youth

Retreat, and have visited other churches.  

God has blessed us this year with the dedica

tion of our new brick covered turn around con

necting the church to the fellowship hall.  We

began this project several years ago and it was

the constant plans by Bro. Danny Bouts, and

prayers and determination that made it happen.

Bro. Dan, our senior deacon, passed away sud

denly with a massive heart attack last December

before it was finished.  A large rock was placed

in his memory, as you pass under the new struc

ture reading “I Want to Go to Heaven", which

Dan often said as he testified in our services.

His wife Margie with Traci, Ryan and families,

and our board dedicated the project as a

reminder of the love Dan had for our Bloom

Church and The Lord!  

We recently had a wonderful four nights of

revival and have been praying as we prepare for

our revival with Bro. Edwin Hayes, Nov. 49th

at 7 p.m. with our choir and special singing

nightly.  God will save souls, and we need to be

praying for those to come from our homes, fam

ilies and communities to hear the word! Please

come and join us when you can, and let us

always Praise His name!

Kenny Klaiber. Pastor

Diana Claxon Stonerock, Reporter

NORTHRIDGE 

Blessings from Northridge FWB!  We had our

annual Homecoming Revival in September,

with a delicious dinner following service.  The

Lord blessed the services and the fellowship.  

In October, seven of our ministers went on a

mission trip to Colombia and returned with the

glorious report of 575 souls making a decision

for Christ!  We look forward to hearing them

report on how the Lord moved while they were

in Colombia.  On October 27th, Our youth had

a great time at their fall celebration.  

We look forward to the Thanksgiving season,

to give thanks to the Lord for all of His bless

ings on us.  And we always look forward to the

Christmas season, when we celebrate the birth

of our Saviour.  Our Praise Choir will be

singing their annual Christmas Cantata on

December 23, to start the celebration, the youth

will be performing their Christmas plays on

December 9; we are having a Christmas Eve

service; and will be holding a Watch Night

Service on New Year’s Eve to pray out the old

year and pray in the new.  

In addition to our fulltime missionaries, Carl

and Teresa Poynter, we have several people in

our church with a heart for missions.  Please

pray that God will bless our members as they go

to various countries to tell people about Jesus

Christ, the plan of salvation, and the promise of

eternal life.

Tune in to our weekly radio ministry on

Sunday at 2:30 p.m. (Station WGNZ 1110 AM

and 104.3 FM) Join us in service on our church

web page – www.northridgefwbc.org and click

on live streaming

In His service. 

Tim Hamilton, Pastor

Corky Coomes, Reporter
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FELLOWSHIP TRACT LEAGUE  

For all of your TRACT needs  

Call Rep. Tim Lapish at 1-614-937-5746 
or 1-513-494-1075;

Available for pulpit supply
timJL52@yahoo.com



UNITED (CAPITAL CITY) 

Merry Christmas from United FWB Church.

We have had a busy fall enjoying many things

along the way. We recently went to fellowship

with Canaan FWB to see The Representatives

Reunion Concert, a great blessing to us. In our

bimonthly “Pizza, Prayer and Movie ministry”,

we watched the movie “I Can Only Imagine”.
We so appreciate the leaders of this ministry

Brother Dennis Clay and Sister Kelly Clay. 

Oct. 7th we had our Pastor Appreciation

Sunday with Bro. Tim Stout preaching and The

Roses of Stoney Creek from Michigan singing,

along with a potluck meal afterwards. 

We began a Sunday evening Bible study serv

ice where Bro. James Johnson is teaching from

the book of Daniel. Oct. 27th we had our chili

cookoff at the Shoup Farm in Orrville. The 1st

place winner was Bro. James Johnson, 2nd

place was Bro. Ed Fisk and 3rd place Bro. Tony

Wallace. Congratulations to all. 

Oct. 28th was our trunk or treat and we

enjoyed handing out candy and tracts to the

children.  

Nov. 11th will be our annual “Old Fashioned”

day where we enjoy dressing like oldfashioned

worshippers with our bib overalls, bonnets and

all other fashion. We will have again our friends

The Roses of Stoney Creek to sing for us. We

will be enjoying an oldfashioned meal to fol

low service with soup beans, corn bread, fried

potatoes and so much more. Please come and

fellowship with us, all are invited. 

The ladies group has just finished a cookbook

which is available for $10.00, just email the

pastor at massillonpreacher@gmail.com if you

are interested. 

Please keep our church in prayer as we have

several folks with health issues and continue to

remember us as we are in need of a new build

ing. 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving and Christmas

Randy Keffer, Pastor

Faye Griffith, Reporter

FOREST VALLEY (LITTLE MIAMI)

Greetings from FVFWB Church.

“Surrounded by your glory, what will my heart
feel. Will I dance for you Jesus, or in awe of you
be still. Will I stand in your presence, or to my
knees will I fall. Will I sing  hallelujah, will I be
able to speak at all. I can only imagine.” 
The words are beautiful.

We had two members die in September, Eloise

McDavid and Herb Knight. They had been

unable to attend church for quite some time.

Pray for her brother, Gary Skiles and his wife,

Minnie and their family.

On Oct. 9th we had our last women’s meeting

called Engage. Two of our ladies, Tammie

Spradlin and Amanda Ping, started it on May

8th. It’s a ministry of encouragement and a mes

sage in music. They did a wonderful job and

hope start it back in the spring.

Dawn Ropert and Haley Jumper, mother and

daughter are doing Operation Christmas Child

again this year. Nov. 11th the children in SS will

pack boxes with all the donations provided.

October was Pastor Appreciation Month and

on the 14th Pastor Del received a lot of cards

and gifts and a gift card from the church. We

must let our pastor know he is loved every day.

Pray for all our pastors.

Nov. 47th we are having a fournight revival.

James Kelly Caudill will be preaching. Come

out and enjoy the preaching and the music.

Please keep praying for Barrett and Izzy and

all our children and adults with major health

problems. Barrett has another scan for the first

part of November. Jesus is the way.

Del Wallace, Pastor

Jeanna Hauf, Reporter

PURITAN (SOUTHCENTRAL)

Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ.

Fall weather is upon us and we hope everyone

is enjoying the beautiful colors of fall! God’s

coloring book sure is beautiful this time of year.

We have been having awesome, spiritfilled

services. Our church celebrated homecoming

services with wonderful preaching and singing

by Rick Towe. 

The end of September we had a marriage con

ference with Rescue Me Ministries and special

singing by Brian and Yvonne Hutson as we

learned how to have more of the Lord in our

marriages and draw closer to him and each

other. 

The last Sunday in October, we had our fall

festival with special singing by Randy Shafer

and our annual “pie auction” with the winning

pie going to Paulette Gordon. Fun times and

laughter are always a blessing with our Church

family.

Continue to pray for all our sick and shut ins as

we have several members fighting cancer, have

had surgeries, and sickness.

Blessings to you.

Rhonda Fortner, Reporter

Jamie Fortner, Pastor
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Central Ohio
November 17 Capital City Conference meeting at the Heritage FWB, Tim Stout, Pastor

December 8 Franklin Conference meeting at Dailyville FWB, Pete Dunn, Pastor

Northern Ohio
November 17 Northern Ohio Conference meeting at White Oaks FWB, Danny Dickerson, Pastor

December 1 North & Western Conference meeting at Lima FWB, David Coffey, Pastor

Southern Ohio
November 49 Bloom FWB, Revival with Edwin Hayes, Kenny Klaiber, Pastor

November 10 SouthCentral Conference meeting at Puritan FWB, Jamie Fortner, Pastor 

November 10 Pine Creek Conference meeting at Turkey Creek FWB, David Sibole, Pastor

November 17 Porter Association meeting at Wakefield FWB, Lowell King, Pastor

Coming EventsComing Events
For Ohio Free Will BaptistsFor Ohio Free Will Baptists

State Mission
Offering
Sunday, 

March 3rdCo-op Supports All Our Ministries!



FAITH (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings from Faith. 

God is good. “In all thy ways acknowledge
him, and he shall direct thy path.” Proverbs 3:6

We enjoyed our homecoming on Sept. 9th. We

had good food and fellowship. It is always good

to be with old friends.

On Sept. 26th, Bro. Tim York was in service

with us. He shared some valuable information

and a message. It was a very good service.

Bro. Adam McMahan was in our morning

service. He shared his testimony about his over

coming addiction to alcohol (Thank the Lord!).

He sang for us as well.  God answers prayer!

We had two of our members who had surgery,

one on Oct. 26th and the other on Oct. 27th.

Remember them and their families.

The Lord blessed us to get a new van. We have

a very good and faithful van driver, Bro. Johnny

Dunlap.

Enjoy your day and count your blessings.

Lester McMahan, Pastor

Geraldine McMahan, Reporter

OAK HILL (JACKSON)

Greetings. God is so good. You can see His

handiwork everywhere as the leaves turn differ

ence colors and the weather changes. It’s hard

to believe the holidays will soon be upon us. We

have so much to be thankful for.

Our homecoming was Oct. 7th. We had 84 in

attendance for Sunday School. Bro. Bryan Pettit

taught the Bible lesson. Pastor Mike Simpson

preached from Exodus 15:2225. In the after

noon we were blessed by the special singers,

The Little Family and Bro. George Cade

preached from Proverbs 3:16. We thank the

ladies of the church for the wonderful meal.

Everyone enjoyed the day and wonderful fel

lowship.

October was Pastor Appreciation Month. We

are thankful for those faithful men of God who

will stand and preach the word. We are thankful

for our pastor, Bro. Allen Simpson and assis

tant pastor, Bro. Danny Boggs for being among

the faithful ones. We love them and their fami

lies.

We have had several visiting preachers with

us. Bro. Tim Updike on Sept. 20th preached

from I Cor. 2:14. September 29th Bro. Dave

Schug preached on “How Soon We Forget.”
Steven Blagg preached October 4th from

Psalms 119:105. We love and thank each one.

Until next time, God bless you. Remember to

always be thankful and let’s not forget the

“Reason for the Season.”

Allen Simpson, Pastor

Sandy Clark, Reporter

REYNOLDSBURG (FRANKLIN)

The weather is telling us winter is here but let's

not forget to look at the beauty of the autumn

changes.  God continues to bless our church and

we are thankful.  Prayers are being answered,

new families are attending and a lost soul has

been saved.  God is good.  

The youth and children of the church are

enjoying multiple activities and we are looking

forward to seeing the Christmas play this

December.  Be praying that all Christmas plays

throughout our churches reach unsaved family

and friends who may attend.  This is a season

hearts are softened and more receptive to hear

of Jesus and His love and mercy.     

The women of the church are active for Christ!

They just returned from the OWAC Retreat and

continue to collect items for the Operation

Christmas Child boxes. These women have

hearts dedicated to spreading the love of God.

All women are welcome to attend activities for

the Women Active for Christ. Participate–you

will never regret time spent serving a ministry.   

Jerry Sargent, Pastor

Kim Wiley, Reporter

OHIO TOGETHER WAY RECEIPTSOHIO TOGETHER WAY RECEIPTS
September-October 2018September-October 2018
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January 24-26, 2019
Heartland Retreat Center

Marengo, Ohio

Ohio Men’s Retreat!

Rev. Dan
Baer

Rev. Jim
Marcum

$120 to register
before January 4th

(No refunds after January 11th,
but you can transfer your 
registration to someone who is
attending.)

$140 to register 
after January 4th

Includes five meals, two nights
stay and eight great services!

2019 Convention  Prayer Update

Plans are underway for the 2019 National Convention, meeting July 2124 in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Member of the Ohio Steering Committee met with the convention planning team in early

September, and responsibilities were assigned.

Edwin Hayes, Ohio executive secretary, will chair the committee, with State Moderator Mark

Price providing assistance. Sandy Mounts will chair the hospitality committee, Jeremy Luthy

will assist in coordinating Impact Cincinnati. Mike Mounts will lead the prayer committee, Tom

Dooley will recruit and lead the ushering team, and Jason Luthy will serve as the Vertical

Three Conference advisor.

Prayer Committee Chairman Mike Mounts asks that Free Will Baptists begin praying now for

the 2019 Convention. “While the convention isn’t always at the forefront of our minds, it is

never too early to pray for God to begin a work in our movement that can make an impact on

all generations and our world.”

Convention information will be online at www.nafwb.org/convention as it becomes available.

My wife, Delois, and I enjoyed each

other for nearly 60 years and had a

wonderful marriage. I could not ask

for more.

I wanted to leave the information as

a legacy  who may find these writings

interesting. She was very active in

the work in Ohio and other parts of

the world where she was a speaker.

At this writing I am 81 years of age,

and sincerely appreciative for an out

standing life with her. I am so grate

ful to the good Lord for the blessings

that He has allowed me to be to be

married to such a remarkable lady. 

God’s plan for our marriage was

made on April 14, 1938, when God

saw all the days of her life even

before I met her.

Alton Loveless

The book is available at Amazon under this 

isbn 9781724467997.


