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Here We Go Again
“Here we go again. Pastor is about to give us his talk about

why we should attend the conference.” John thought as the

church business meeting was concluding.

He was right. The pastor began, “Now, you do realize that

we are a part of the conference. This means that we have a

responsibility to attend the conference.”John slumped in

his seat and rolled his eyes.

The pastor continued, “I want to remind you that when you

joined this church you agreed to the covenant in which it

says, ‘We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves
together for church conferences.’ So, you have the respon

sibility to be at the conference.” The pastor energetically

asked, “So, who would like to be one of our delegates?”

The room grew quiet. No one spoke up. John was not

about to volunteer to go.

Finally, the pastor asked, “John, would you be willing to

go?” Hesitantly John said, “Yes.”

Far too often, this is the scene in many churches. It seems

that the conference is being devalued. Could it be that we

as leaders in the local church have contributed to this?

Could it be that we have presented the conference as “just

another business meeting?” May I remind you that the con

ference can and should be much more than a business

meeting. So let’s take a realistic look at the proper

approach to the conference.

Proper Representation
According to the conference constitution, (Franklin

Conference) each church is allowed the following number

of delegates:

*Churches with 50 members or less are entitled to 3 dele

gates.

*Churches with more than 50 members are entitled to 3

delegates plus 1 additional delegate for each additional 25

members.

*Of course, all ordained pastors and deacons, and church

clerks are standing delegates to the conference.

May I ask you as a leader in your church to make a con

scientious effort to send the maximum amount of delegates

that you can to the conference? To do so, maybe you need

to take a different approach in presenting the conference to

your church. The rest of this letter will give you items to

think about to help you promote the conference.

Participation, Not Attendance
We must make a conscious effort to value participation in

the conference over attendance. The fact of the matter is

that a church can fulfill its responsibility to a conference

by only sending the delegates that it is entitled to send.

But, does that really constitute participation? Participation

is much more than mere attendance to fulfill our responsi

bility in the conference. Participation is to gather for

encouragement, edification, worship, and partnership. You

see it is more than just business. So, more than just send

ing delegates, would you commit to encouraging your

whole church to participate?

Value The Partnership
It is important to be reminded of the value of partnering

with sister churches in the conference. A brief review will

be given here. 

1. It is an expression of the larger Body of Christ. We

believe that the Body of Christ exists around the world and

is comprised of every tribe, tongue, and nation. It is larger

than just the local church. What better picture is there of

the fullness of the Body of Christ than for local churches

to partner together? This is a testimony to our communi

ties.

2. It is a relationship of common confessions. Our confes

sions are comprised of historic, evangelical, fundamental

confessions. However, there are also confessions that are

known as our distinctives. For example, we believe that the

Gospel is for the whole world. That “whosoever believes”

in Christ will be saved. That sets us in contrast to those

who abide by the Calvinistic doctrines of predestination

and election. So, by participating in the conference, each

church can ensure it’s own doctrinal integrity as well as the

integrity of its sister churches.

3. It is a gathering of ministry resources.  While local

churches are autonomous, they should not be independent.

If a church wants to be independent, then there is no need

to join a conference. Rather, the conference is for partner

ing together and bringing resources together to help extend

the influence of Jesus Christ across the world.

The Challenge
Will you and your church be a part of reviving the confer

ence and bringing it to its fullest potential?

Pastor Paul Etterling, Moderator of the Franklin 
Conference and Pastor of the Westerville FWB Church

Pastor Paul Etterling

Ohio to host the 2019 National Association of

Free Will Baptists in Cincinnati July 2124

Your help is needed!
*Ushers *Hospitality Greeters  

*Impact Cincinnati Volunteers *Prayer Team
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January 13 Lockbourne FWB SS & AM Service, Leon Stevens, Pastor

January 18 Ohio Steering Committee for National Association

January 20 Bucyrus FWB AM Service, Lyle Arnette, Pastor

January 2426 Ohio Men’s Retreat, Heartland Retreat Center

January 27 Mount Hope AM Service, Gary Selby, Pastor

February 9 Unity Marriage Seminar, Eugene Crouch, Pastor

February 10 Unity AM Service, Eugene Crouch, Pastor

February 1113 National Promotional Director’s Meeting

February 17 High Street SS & AM Service, Bill Wolford, Pastor

Secretary’s Schedule

Together We Can

Attention: Ambassador Reporters

DEADLINE 
FOR NEXT ISSUE!

The deadline for the 
March-April Issue will be 

Noon, March 1st

Why Does God’s Glory Depart?

I Samuel 4:2122

What causes a person to fail?  What causes a

family to fall apart? What causes a society to

collapse? What causes a church to become

powerless and ineffectual? I believe these

questions are important because I believe we

are witnessing all these right before our eyes!

This also happened to Eli the judge and Israel

in the days of Samuel.  I Samuel 4:2 records

Israel going out to battle against the Philistines

and in the first day of fighting lost 4,000 men.

After that terrible failure, they decided to bring

the Ark of the Covenant to the battle. The Ark

represented the very presence of the Lord and they thought this would make the differ

ence. When Eli’s sons, Hophni and Phineas who were the priests brought the Ark into

the camp there was a great celebration. Surely they thought they would win now!

There was so much shouting that when the Philistines heard it, they became afraid.

They knew what power God had used in the past against Israel’s enemies!  No doubt

Israel went into this battle with great confidence.

When the battle started it soon became apparent that bringing the Ark did not help.

Israel would be utterly defeated that day. By the end of the day 30,000 men were slain,

the Ark was captured by the Philistines and Eli’s sons, the priests Hophni and Phineas

were slain. A messenger came back to Eli with the sad news and when he heard the

report and especially that the Ark had been taken, he fell backward, broke his neck and

died.

At this same time Eli’s daughterinlaw, Phineas’ wife was about to give birth to her

child. She heard all the sad news and then went into labor that would eventually take

her own life.  Before she died she named the child who was born  Ichabod, meaning

“The glory is departed.” With the great loss in battle, the slaying of Hophni and

Phineas, the death of Eli and especially the loss of the Ark, it was plain to see that

God’s glory was gone! What a disaster!

She correctly identified the problem. That is why Israel suffered such a great defeat.

This is why people fail, families fall apart, societies collapse and churches become

powerless and ineffectual. God’s glory departs them!  With His glory much can be

accomplishedwithout His glory, the result is only discouragement and defeat. God does

leave places!

How can this happen?  Why did the glory depart from Israel? Why didn’t He help

them? Why “Ichabod” for them?

*Selfishness Hophni and Phineas were stealing the best part of the sacrifices for

themselves.  If the people would not agree they would take it by force! (I Sam. 2:1217)

*Sinful Lifestyles They were committing lewd acts with the women at the taberna

cle! (I Sam. 2:22)

*Refusing Reproof They would not listen to the reproof of Eli their father. They

were in open rebellion against God. They had no fear of the Lord. (I Sam. 2:2325)

*Weak Leadership God told Eli that he had honored his sons more than he honored

God. He should have removed them from their offices! (I Sam. 2:29) 

*False Trust They thought if they had the Ark with themthey couldn’t fail. (I Sam.

4:5) Rather than trusting in the true living God, they were only trusting in a symbol of

His presence!

It was sad for Israel as God’s glory departed. Can this happen to us? How can we com

mit this sin?  What kind of church, nation or person has “Ichabod” written over them?

We will plan to pursue these subjects in the May edition of the

Ambassador.

How can this happen?  Why did the glory depart from

Israel? Why didn’t He help them? Why Ichabod for

them?



2018 Leadership Conference Focuses on

Effective Communication

The 2018 Free Will Baptist Leadership Conference brought pastors and church leaders

from 25 states, Canada, and Japan to Nashville Airport Marriott Hotel December 34, to

explore effective communication from pulpit to print to digital. “Communication is

changing, many times at a pace impossible to match,” said conference planner Ryan

Lewis. “As a denomination, our churches, pastors, and laypeople must work together to

communicate our message clearly. This year we emphasized key mediums and methods

to ensure we are able to communicate our most critical message effectively—the message

of the gospel.”

Robert J. Morgan, teaching pastor at The Donelson Fellowship in

Nashville, Tennessee, shared principles for preaching in perilous times

(2 Timothy 34) and preaching in God's presence (Ezra and Haggai).

Morgan has served the church for 35 years. A bestselling, Gold

Medallionwinning writer, he has more than 35 books in print with more

than 4 million copies in circulation. A writer for David Jeremiah and

Turning Points magazine, Morgan has appeared on numerous national

television and radio shows. He and his wife Katrina have three daugh

ters, 14 grandchildren, and one greatgrandchild.

On Tuesday morning, during a slate of seminarstyled sessions, Eric

Thomsen, editor of ONE Magazine, offered five steps to communicat

ing effectively in print.

Media Commission mem

ber Daniel Edwards

explored principles behind

communicating effectively

through technology; and

Dr. Neil Gilliland, director

of member care for IM,

shared five points regard

ing communicating across

generational lines, remind

ing listeners, "More than

anything else, we need to

communicate grace."

The twoday conference

gave attendees time to

renew friendships during banquetstyled meals and extended

breaks. Welch College provided special music for evening services,

featuring the 40voice College Choir and the Rejoice! ministry

team. Free time on Tuesday allowed for sightseeing in Nashville as

well as time for several national boards to meet.

"This conference gives me the best opportunity to connect with

leaders all across the denomination in a single event," noted Chris

Compton, director of communication for the Board of Retirement.

"I always walk away with new connections and new ideas on how

to better serve our denomination."

For more information regarding the 2019 Leadership

Conference, visit www.nafwb.org.

Ohio Youth

Conference

News

Happy New Year from the

OYC Board! We are here

to serve the State of

Ohio’s youth and youth

leaders.  In our last report,

we let you know that we

have added a couple of additional ways to connect with everyone.  OYC is now on

Instagram (ohioyouthconference) and our new gmail address is

OhioYouthConference@gmail.com.  By adding these tools to our Facebook page and

Ambassador articles, we hope to keep everyone informed about what we have planned

for our state.

April 13  Plan on joining us at

Heritage Free Will Baptist

Church for the 2019 Ohio CTS

Ministry Expo as we prepare for

the 2019 Vertical III Conference

to be held in Cincinnati! Entry

deadline for the 2019 Ohio CTS

Ministry Expo is March 16.

Checkin will open at 9:00 am,

with competition beginning at

10:00 am. Lunch will be provid

ed.

The 2019 V3 Theme: Identity (Ephesians 4:24)

Mail entries:

Deanna Price

2710 Dogwood Ridge Road 

Wheelersburg, Ohio 45694

email entries: deanna.price@roadrunner.com

June 1  Ohio Youth Conference Free Will Baptist College Scholarship deadline.

Ohio student who have competed at the state level in age category D and are enrolled in

a Free Will Baptist college are eligible to apply for up to $1,000 in scholarship money.

Details are on the application form.  The winner(s) will be announce at the state meet

ing later in June.

June 21 – We are looking forward to another great State Meeting and our Friday

Evening Youth Service and activities to follow.  Tyler Penn, International Missionary,

will be with us as our special speaker.  Make plans now to join us for a great time of

worship and fellowship.

July 2124 – This year’s National Association of Free Will Baptists and the Vertical III

Conference will be held in Cincinnati!  We are excited to be hosting the V3

Conference, and will be looking for help accomplishing the tasks we have been given.

Please be in prayer for this year’s Conference speakers, including Ohio’s own Derreck

Lute! Derreck will be leading things off by speaking in the Sunday morning V3 serv

ice.  We look forward to a great convention.

Please do not hesitate to contact any board member with questions or concerns.  We are

here to serve you!
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Rev. Robert

Morgan

Welch College Choir Sang During the

Monday Evening Service

Heritage FWB

Pastor Tim

Stout

Harrison Pastor Mike

Mounts and Ohio

Promotional Secretary

Edwin HayesSpeaker Neil Gilliland from

IM and from the Porter

FWB Church

Ohio Youth Sunday

February 3, 2019

We hope you will use this Sunday to feature your youth
ministry in the life of your church and consider receiv-
ing a special offering for OYC to help us continue to pro-

vide our state activities and scholarship 
opportunities.



SOUTH COLUMBUS (TRINITY)

Greetings from South Columbus FWB

Church. 

The holidays are over and we are looking for

ward to what God has in store for 2019. It’s a

good time to reflect on all of the blessings the

Lord has bestowed on us and a good time to

renew our commitments to the Lord and our

church.

December was a busy month for us in the

church. We had our annual  Christmas Party,

with lots of good food and fellowship. We had a

guest speaker on December 9th, Bro. Edwin

Hayes taught our Sunday School lesson and

delivered a wonderful message. We accepted

new members, and have a new reporter for the

church. Pray for me as I undertake this endeav

or. 

Bro. Bob Maynard went home to be with the

Lord Nov 23. Our condolences go out to Della

Massie in the loss of her father Dale Massie and

Hershel Miller in the loss of his sister, Marie

Oliver. Please pray for the sick and afflicted in

our church. Sister Juanita Stevens has finished

her radiation treatments and is facing surgery

soon.  Sister Pam Mabry and Megan Chemnitz

is recovering from knee replacement, Sister

Louise Phillips is recovering from a fall with a

broken hip and leg.  We visited her and had a

cottage prayer meeting since she isn’t able to be

in church. 

We invite you to join us if you don’t have a

home church.  Our Sunday School begins at

10:00AM and our worship service at 11:00AM.

Tim Stevens, Pastor

Kathy Messer, Reporter

MOUNT STERLING (TRINITY)

Hello from the Mt.Sterling FWB Church.

The Lord blessed us with Pastor Densil K.

Wright for 30 years. But as many of you know

the good Lord called him home in June. With

his passing came great sadness in our church

but the Lord would want us to keep pressing on.

So we are very pleased to announce that our

church members elected J.D Bowman Jr. to fill

this position within our church and he gracious

ly accepted.

We have had a lot of exciting things going on.

We celebrated Pastor Appreciation in October

for J.D and his wife of 51 years. Johnna. They

are truly a blessing to our church family! We

had Trunk or Treat which was held inside

because of the cold rainy weather. But everyone

had a wonderful time fellowshipping with one

another. 

In November we received a visit from

“Abraham Lincoln” our 16th President. He

talked about his life from his childhood to his

Presidency. We honored all of the veterans who

have passed on and the Veterans who still serve

or who have served. Great job to our Sunday

School Superintendent Kenneth Miller for all

the hard work he put in to set up these events.

In December we helped the Community

Center here in Mt. Sterling give gifts to families

in need. December 14th we held our annual

Christmas Party. 

The youth of our Church put on a Christmas

program directed by Sister Gerri Sigmon titled

"Precious Memories." It was reminiscing about

times gone by and was enjoyed by all. On New

Year’s Eve we had our watchnight service

bringing in the New Year!

We would say a special thank you to Tababtha

Bowman and Kelly Jordan for decorating our

church so beautifully for this Christmas season.

"God is a Spirit: and they that worship him
must worship him in spirit and in truth." John

4:24

J.D Bowman Jr,  Pastor

Brandi Graham,  Reporter

OAK HILL (JACKSON)

Greetings. We serve a great big wonderful God

and we are so thankful for His blessings. 

We held a revival Nov. 411th. Bro. Brandon

DePriest and our pastor, Bro. Allen Simpson

preached. The Lord really blessed through the

preaching of the word and the singing. Our spe

cial singers were: The Harbor Family, Corky

Cork Singing Praises and Covered by Love.

We didn’t see any souls saved, but the church

was uplifted and revived.

We were blessed again last year to be able to

hand out several Thanksgiving boxes of food

around the community.

We had several visiting preachers who came to

be with us recently. Nov. 21st Bro. Don

Kinkaid preached a wonderful sermon from

Ecc. 1:2, “Without Jesus Everything is Vanity.”
Bro. Kevin Conley from Ky preached Nov.

26th in the morning service, from I Peter 3:17

22 . On Dec. 16th we were blessed to have Bro.

Edwin Hayes preached from Matthew 2:12 on

“The Wise Men’s Gifts.”
We had our Thanksgiving/Christmas dinner

Dec. 2nd. Bro. Danny Boggs and Bro. Allen

Simpson preached. Everyone enjoyed the fel

lowship and good food.

We wish everyone a happy and blessed New

Year. Until next time, God bless you.

Allen Simpson, Pastor

Sandy Clark, Reporter

HERITAGE (CAPITAL CITY)

Happy New Year from Heritage!  We have

enjoyed a wonderful Christmas season at our

church.

Our Thanksgiving was very special!  It was a

privilege to be a part of another community

Thanksgiving Service.  This year Obetz Church

of the Nazarene hosted.  Area churches came

together and worshiped together.  It was great to

see the churches praise and worship the one true

God.

December was full of activities and Christmas

parties. It’s always so much fun to fellowship

with our church family – especially when there

is food!  This year Pastor Tim met with church

leadership over a nice Christmas dinner and

shared his goals for our church for the upcom

ing year.  We had our Christmas Candlelight

Service and what a beautiful service it was!

Upward Basketball and Cheer practices have

already begun and we are looking forward to

games starting the first Saturday in January.

As we look forward to the New Year we are

excited about what God has in store for us! It is

our goal to be the church God ordained for us to

be!

Keep praying and working for souls to be

added to the kingdom of God!

Tim W. Stout, Pastor

Stephanie Wolfe, Reporter

FAITH (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

God has blessed us with another great day.

“Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation
of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O
LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.” Psalm

19:14.

We had two baptized in the evening service on

November 4th.

We have had some sickness in the church,

please remember them in your prayers.

On December 2nd we had our church

Christmas dinner. We enjoyed good food and

wonderful fellowship.

We had our Christmas program on December

23rd.

God’s blessings to all. Enjoy your family and

friends during the holidays.

Lester McMahan, Pastor

Geraldine McMahan, Reporter
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Bethlehem Without Pastor

Blackfork Without Pastor

Brookdale Jeremy Simpson Resigns

Eifort                           Without Pastor

Fairview Without Pastor

Fellowship Tabernacle Without Pastor

High Street Bill Wolford

Newark Without Pastor

South Charleston Without Pastor

Woodstock Without Pastor

Zion #3 Without Pastor

Pastor
Changes

Church 
News

Travis McKenzie, Ohio Home

Missionary to Ashland, Ohio

Reaching further,

As 2018 comes to a close and we look at what 2019 has in

store for the congregation of Compassion Church, I can’t help

but be excited with great anticipation of what God is doing in

Ashland, Ohio. 

In 2018 our theme at Compassion Church was “Experience Compassion.” We tried to model

this theme in three ways: expounding God’s word, equipping the saints, and engaging in serv

ice. We believe that the theme was carried out successfully as we were able to preach an

expository series through the entire gospel of John. We saw several new converts come to

Christ and begin actively growing in their faith through purposeful discipleship. And, we wit

nessed several new Christians begin reaching the Ashland community by getting involved with

our outreach events. 

But 2018 is in the books and we are staring down at a new year, with new opportunities and

challenges. I have been praying for the last several months for the Lord to show me a direction

of ministry for the Compassion Church congregation. In the last several days it has become

abundantly clear what direction this ministry needs to focus its attention. That’s why this year’s

theme is going to be “Reaching Further.” Last year, our outreach events were focused on can

vasing this community with the mission of Compassion Church. God blessed us to reach liter

ally thousands of people. I have seen evidence of this several times when I’ve mentioned the

church to someone in town and they have responded by saying, “Oh yeah, I’ve heard of that

church, they’re the ones I always see around town doing stuff!” However, this year, I want to

be more focused in our outreach. I want it to have real meaning. I don’t want us to have an

outreach just for the sake of having an outreach. I want to be focused in our purpose.

According to Webster’s dictionary, the word compassion means: “Sympathy for the suffering

of others, accompanied with an urge to help.” I recently accepted an invitation to join the board

of trustees for the Ashland County Cancer Association. Since joining this board, they have

unanimously voted to become a faithbased organization. Their focus is to assist those in

Ashland county with financial, emotional, and now spiritual support as people battle this dread

ed disease. This is one area where I can see Compassion Church engaging in reaching further. 

There will be several opportunities for the people of Compassion Church to get involved with

the ACCA to help them with fundraisers and cancer awareness events. I have also been on the

Ashland Pregnancy Care Center board since the spring of 2017. The APCC is on the frontline,

helping families within Ashland county who are struggling in parenting skills. They embrace

young women who are considering abortion through counseling and alternative options, all

with the goal of seeing them trust Christ as their Savior!    

I can see Compassion Church coming alongside this ministry with more than mere financial

support. My prayer is that by reaching further in 2019, Compassion Church will embrace the

mission of this ministry and will make a real difference in the lives of many families in

Ashland. There are a lot of people who need to see what real compassion looks like in this

world. 

I thank God that He has allowed us to be in a ministry that is focused on reaching others for

Christ. Thank you for your faithful support of this ministry through prayer and financial giving.

Please keep us in your prayers throughout 2019 as we attempt to fulfill the great commission

of God’s word by “Reaching Further!”

In Christ’s service, 

Travis McKenzie



Leonard Franklin

Holstein Sr., age 83, of

Westerville, passed away

peacefully on October 29th.

Born February 6, 1935 in

Boone County, WV. He was

a member of the

Westerville Free Will

Baptist Church for many

years. In his later years, he attended Gahanna

Free Will Baptist Church.

Leonard is preceded in death by his wife,

Roberta (Castle); parents, Holbert and Dollie

Holstein; sisterinlaw Wilma Holstein

(Tuckwin); and soninlaws Emory "Bossy"

Underwood; and Jim Lenegar; nephew Jimmy

Holstein. He is survived by his children, Drema

HolsteinLenegar of Westerville; Debra

Underwood of Nashville, TN; Cindy Whitt

(Tony) of Inez, KY; and Leonard Holstein Jr.

(Kim) of Johnstown, brother, James Holstein;

and many grandchildren and great grandchil

dren; nieces and nephews, extended family and

friends.

Services were held November 2nd with Pastor

Mike Sammons officiating. 

Violet Wray Sexton,

87, went home to be

with the Lord, on

Tuesday, October 30th.

Violet was born March

1, 1931 in Louisa, KY

to the late Lafe and

Addie (Parker)

Hickman. In addition

to her parents, Violet was preceded in death by

her husband Ernest H. Sexton, grandson

Matthew Osborne, brothers, Otis, Dave, and

Donald Hickman, and sisters Ivory Manson,

Veria Williamson, and Minnie Seitz. She is sur

vived by her son Donald Sexton; her daughters

Fanny Osborne, Addie Arnoff, Joanna Schilling,

Debra (Joe) Amicucci, and Diane (Mark)

Alexander; 14 grandchildren; and 21 great

grandchildren; sisters Nancy Brown and Joan na

(Gene) Hanson; sisterinlaw Shirley Sexton;

and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and

friends. Violet was a member of Gahanna FWB

Church. She dedicated her life to serving the

Lord and her family. Her funeral service was

held November 3rd, at Gahanna FWB with

Curtis Booth and Edwin Hayes officiating.

Victoria Rae "Vicki"

White, age 63, of

Hillsboro, died Saturday

morning, Nov. 17, 2018,

at Highland District

Hospital. She was born

May 7, 1955, in

Cincinnati, the daughter

of Henry Price of

Hillsboro and the late

Audrey Howard Price.

Vicki was a cosmetologist and a member of the

Hillsboro FWB  Church, where she served as

the Ambassador Reporter, music leader and also

as secretary of the ladies auxiliary.

In addition to her father, she is survived by her

husband, Ben White, whom she married on Jan.

6, 2001; one son, Zachary (Jessica) Johnson of

Hillsboro; three stepdaughters, Melissa

(Alfredo) Madrigal of WinstonSalem, N.C.,

Carrie (Adriano) DaCosta of Surprise, Ariz.,

and Jamie (Tim) White of Hillsboro; 13 grand

children, Grant, Graden and Adalee Johnson,

Jada, Noah and Tajh White, Christian, Roberto

and Modesto Madrigal, Gabriel, Brady and

Hunter Ginn and Zoey DaCosta; one great

grandson, Angel White; one brother, Rodney

(Carol) Price of Hillsboro; and several aunts,

uncles, nieces, nephews and cousins.

Funeral services were held November 28th at

the Hillsboro FWB Church with Rev. Richard

Burns will officiating.

Dorothy Louise

Thompson Davis, age

89, of Hillsboro passed

away November 14th at

the Laurels of

Hillsboro.  She was

born on October 18,

1929 in Otway, Ohio

the daughter of the late

Joseph Richard and

Sarah Susie (Oppy)

Thompson.  Dorothy was a member of the

Samantha FWB Church.  She was a foster par

ent from 1973 to 1993 and during those years

she cared for approximately fifty children from

newborn to teenagers.  Dorothy is survived by

two daughters, Charlotte Mann of Hillsboro and

Rosie (Travis) Mullenix of Hillsboro; four

grandchildren, Megan Mullenix, Colton

Mullenix, Caleb Mullenix and Nicki (Shawn)

Holloway; one great grandson, Garrett

Holloway; a longtime friend, Ray “Butch”

Purdin; sixteen nieces and nephews; and church

children and a host of friends.  Dorothy is pre

ceded in death by her husband, Alden B. Davis

whom she married on October 17, 1952; six

brothers, two sisters and a soninlaw.  

Her service was held November 19th at the

Samantha FWB Church with Rev. Wiley

Perkins officiating.

Paul R. Denning, 85, of

Minford, passed away sur

rounded by his family,

November 27th at

Southern Ohio Medical

Center. Paul was a resident

of W Portsmouth, but has

been a resident of Minford

since 1957. Born December 20, 1932 in W

Portsmouth, a son of the late Leslie and Ethel

(Hill) Denning, he was a graduate of

Washington HS in the class of 1953, where he

played football and basketball. Immediately

after high school, Paul spent two years in the

Army during the Korean Conflict, with most of

his service time spent in Alaska. Aug. 9, 1957,

he married Helen Purdy Denning, the love of

his life. They were married 61 years. Paul was a

member of Harrison FWB Church, where he

served in different capacities, the last being a

Deacon in the Church. He was a well known

member of the Minford community, where he

worked with Little League and Pee Wee

Football and was always ready of help others in

the church and community. He played slow

pitch softball and was an avid golfer and con

tinued to play until 2017, when health issues

prevented him from playing. Paul retired in

1991 with 36 years of service from N &W

Railway, now known as Norfolk and Southern.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in

death by a daughter, Pamela Denning, and

grandson, Matthew Denning; seven brothers,

Charles, Harold, Darrell, Wayne, George,

Herbert, Jerry; four sisters, Mary Spurlock,

Elizabeth Eulitt, Olive Ratliff and Betty Rollins.

He is survived by his wife, Helen (Purdy)

Denning; a son and daughter in law, Jeffrey and

Leeann Denning of Minford; a granddaughter,

Katherine “Katie” (Wesley) Jenkins of Ashville;

two sisters, Ethel (Tiny) Hicks of Indiana,

Elnora Montgomery of Hilliard; a brother,

Ralph (Janet) Denning of Payne, Ohio and

many nieces and nephews. Paul was a wonder

ful family man, husband, father, and grandfa

ther and will be missed by all who knew and

loved him.

Funeral services were conducted November

30th in Minford, with Pastors Dan Widdig and

Mike Mounts officiating. 

Clay Spencer, 85,

went home to be with

the Lord on Tuesday,

November 27th. Clay

was born on March 11,

1933, in Millstone, KY,

to Joel and Nora (Trent)

Spencer. He proudly

served his country in the

U.S. Air Force being a

heavy equipment operator during peacetime. He

retired from Artesian after over 37 years of

employment. He was a member of the Bethel

FWB and affiliated with the Northern Ohio

Conference. He was a Christian for 64 years. He

enjoyed spending time with his family, fishing

and wildlife, gardening, and visiting other

churches. 

He is survived by four children, Anita (Dave)

Gilliam of Olive Hill, KY, Paul (Wanda)

Spencer of Bellville, Dale (Brenda) Spencer of

Mansfield, and Lowell (Angelene) Spencer of

Ontario; twelve grandchildren, Kevin (Abbie)

Spencer, Brian (Laurie) Spencer, Leanna (Ryan)

Daniel, Sarah (Dylan) Cantrell, Christopher

Spencer, Katherine Spencer, Zachary Clay

(Susanna) Spencer, Laura (Matthew) Parsons,

Katie (Josh) Lee, Heather Spencer, Trent

Spencer, and Emily Spencer; fourteen great

grandchildren; and four siblings, Lloyd Spencer

and JB (Barb) Spencer both of Mansfield,

Carlene (Buddy Wayne) Carty of Shelby, and

Ann (Kenny) Edenfield of Warren.

Along with his parents, Clay was preceded in

death by his wife, Carolyn (Plummer) Spencer;

greatgranddaughter, Lily Grace Spencer; and

seven siblings, Buelah Spencer, Creed Spencer,

Marie Barnett, Maerine Short, Edna Love,

Ernest Spencer, and Lucille Hess.

Funeral Services were held November 30th, at

Cornerstone FWB Church with Brother Larry

Hill, Jr. and Brother C. Earl Tackett officiating. 

Earl Lavender, Jr. 83, of Ashland, Ky. died

Dec. 7th at Kings Daughters Medical Center in

Ashland.

Earl was born Jan. 3, 1935 at Ohio Furnace,

Ohio a son of the late Earl & Goldie Mae

Adkins Lavender, Sr. Earl was a retired Chief

Engineer with the Electric Plant in Ohio and

was a US Air Force Veteran and a member of

Ohio Furnace Baptist Church. Earl is survived

by his wife Catherine Robinson Lavender; a son

Michael (Reva) Lavender of Lexington, Ky.;

two grandchildren Jordan and Emily; two broth

ers Rev. Roger (Sherri) Lavender (Former

Bloom FWB Pastor) and Larry (Pat) Lavender

all of Franklin Furnace, Ohio; three sisters

Linda (Don) Corn of Elyria, Ohio, Patty (Gary)

Gannon of Franklin Furnace, Ohio and Donna

(Tom) Spergin of Haverhill, Ohio. Earl is pro

ceeded in death in addition to his parents by a

sister Joyce Sprouse.

Services were conducted Dec. 10th  in Ashland

by his brother Rev. Roger Lavender. 

Paul Edward Sparks,

37, of Columbus, died

November 28th at Grant

Hospital. Born on

February 18, 1981, Paul

was a 1999 graduate of

Groveport Madison HS.

Paul worked as an

Operations Manager for Saddle Creek Logistics

and loved every minute of it. When he wasn’t

working, Paul loved travelling with his wife. He

will be remembered for his strength, ability to

thrive under pressure, and for being such a lov

ing and compassionate man. He is survived by

his wife of 6 years, Samantha; loving parents,

Barb and Rev. Larry Sparks (Former pastor of

Columbus First FWB and Williams Road

FWB); special aunt, Phyllis Salmons; uncle and

aunt, Paul and Pammie Salmons; inlaws, Tina

and Gary Stammler; Samantha’s Grandfather

and Uncle; and numerous cousins, nieces and

nephews. Paul was preceded in death by his

brother, Eric Sparks; and his grandparents,

James and Leona Sparks and Chalmer and

Dorothy Salmons. 

His funeral service was held December 3rd.

Rev. Larry Dale Lavender, 75, of Franklin

Furnace, passed away December 9th at

Community Hospice in Ashland, KY. Larry was

born January 30, 1943 in Franklin Furnace to

the late Earl and Goldie Adkins Lavender. He

had been employed at AK Steel as a Steam

Power Engineer. Larry was a member of Ohio

Furnace Enterprise Baptist Church and he has

pastored at several local churches for the last 40

years. In addition to his parents, Larry was pre

ceded in death by a son, Chris Lavender; a

brother, Earl Lavender, Jr. and a sister, Joyce

Sprouse. He is survived by his wife, Patricia

Bocook Lavender; a son, Michael (Tilly)

Lavender; two daughters, Kelli Keaton and Lori

(Johnny) Blanton; a brother, former Bloom

FWB Pastor, Rev. Roger (Sheri) Lavender;

three sisters, Patricia (Gary) Gannon, Linda

(Don) Corn and Donna (Tom) Spergin; seven

grandchildren and seven great grandchildren.

Also, surviving is a brotherinlaw, Phillip

Sprouse and a sisterinlaw, Catherine

Lavender.

Funeral services were held December 13th at

Ohio Furnace Enterprise Baptist Church with

Pastor Roger Lavender officiating.

Baby Rebekah Lynn Feight went home to be

with her Lord on December 19th at the Marion

General Hospital.

Some who will cherish her memory include

her parents: Columbus First FWB Pastor Justin

and Allison (DeSimone) Feight of Marion, OH,

her sister: Abigail Jane Feight, her paternal

grandparents: Nathan and Mary (Mullins)

Feight, her maternal grandparents: James and

Deborah (Conley) DeSimone and her maternal

uncle: Anthony DeSimone. She will truly be

missed.

A funeral service was held at the Marion FWB

Church with Reverend Jerry Copley officiating. 

Obituaries Continued on Next Page
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Obituaries Continued

John Marrell Holbrook,

82, of Amherst, went home

to be with the Lord on

December 6th. He was

born on March 7, 1936 in

Millstone Kentucky.

Beloved husband of 64

years to Minerva D. (nee

Wiley); loving father to Mary Jane (Wayne)

Whyte, Kathy (Dale) Barris, and Carolyn

(Mahmoud deceased) Abouelhana; cherished

grandfather of Jennifer, Brittnee, Kendra,

Lauren and Alex; adoring greatgrandfather of

Madeleine, Travis and Wiley; preceded in death

by twelve brothers and sisters.

He worked at the Lorain Ford Plant for 33

years. A man of great faith and devotion who

was a deacon for 45 years and member of

Wellington FWB Church with his beloved wife

since 1991. 

Funeral services were held on December 12th

at Wellington FWB.

SHELBY (NORTHERN OHIO)

Happy New Year to everyone!   We have all

been so blessed to be able to celebrate another

Thanksgiving/Christmas season and to reflect

on God’s goodness in providing the ultimate

sacrifice through Jesus.   

In November, we made and sold 400+ pump

kin rolls.   For the ladies who come to do the

baking each year, we have more fun just enjoy

ing each other’s friendship – another reason to

be thankful.   For our Thanksgiving service this

year, several church members built a Wall of

Remembrance, in which all congregants got to

place cards with their reasons for praise and

thankfulness.  The wall was displayed during

this service as a reminder of all the many, many

blessings God has given us.   

In December, our church play was held the

Saturday before Christmas, with desserts

served afterwards.   The church also made and

distributed food boxes to families in need.   

On the youth front, the young people’s group

served the elderly and shutins by Christmas

caroling to several nursing homes, then had

their Christmas party – promoting service

before self!   May we carry forward that men

tality into 2019.   

Matt Pond, Pastor

Heather Brown, Reporter

PORTER (PORTER)

In November, we celebrated Veterans Day by

hosting CH(COL) Kerry Steedley, US Army

(Retired), director of chaplain support with

North American Ministries. It was a true bless

ing to have him speak in our Sunday evening

service and then have a fellowship meal after

ward.

In December, Tyler and Kellie Penn, along

with their children, were with us for our morn

ing services. Tyler spoke to the adult Sunday

school classes about the mission work that they

are doing at the University of Illinois. He updat

ed us on what they had been doing since they

had last visited. During the morning worship

service, Tyler delivered the message. The pas

sion that he and his family have for this inter

national mission field in Illinois is infectious.

This year we used our Christmas card

exchange mailbox donations to support the

Lazaro and Ariadna Riesgo mission account.

Each year our church is able to help different

missions because of the work that goes into the

sorting and distributing of our cards.

Our children’s program included a play enti

tled “The Christmas Express.” We greatly

appreciate the efforts of Sister Doris

Chamberlin who served as the director. The

children put in a great deal of hard work and it

showed!

Our choir presented the cantata “Emmanuel
Celebrating Heaven’s Child” directed by

Brother David Chamberlin and accompanied by

Sister Deena Armstrong. Our church is blessed

with many talented individuals who show their

love for the Lord with music. We are very

thankful for all of the hard work that the choir

does to present us with such a blessing.

Mark Price, Pastor

Tehra Clevenger, Reporter
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Available

The following singers and singing groups are available to come
and sing in your church for revivals or special services.

Baldwin Family Bluegrass Singers, Rosedale,  Call Chuck Baldwin (937) 926-3177
Baldwin777@roadrunner.com
Bobby Siders, Columbus, (Southern Gospel) (614) 778-9250
Born Again Gospel Singers, Harry or Irene Litton (740) 927-5319
Covered By Love, South Webster, Call Rhonda Smith 740/961-3412 or 740/961-3413
www.coveredbyloveonline.com
Cross Pointe Trio, Lancaster, Call Bill Pitts (740) 438-7750
wpitts@columbus.rr.com www.crosspointetrio.com
David Giddens, Marysville, (937) 642-2121   jgiddens@urec.net
Day 3, Scott & Sheri Noel (740) 574-6635  sdnoel07@yahoo.com
Enabling Grace, Woodstock, (Country and Bluegrass Gospel) (937) 717-8783
Faith Gospel & Contemporary Christian Music, Sidney, Call Pam Moorman (937)
492-1059  ladypam@bright.net
Faith in Action, Marion, Call Marjorie Abrams at (740) 383-5405 or Pleasant Hill
FWB, (740) 363-5295  Attention: Marjorie Abrams or Bob Chaffin or email
songlady_99@yahoo.com
God's Ambassadors, Gahanna, Call Judy Spires (614) 475-4689
Gospel Ambassadors, Rittman, Call Greg Marcum (330) 927-9057 
Ethan Hutchinson, Somerset, (740) 892-4001 
www.ethanhutchinsonofficial.com/fr_home.cfm
Jerry Branscomb, Chillicothe, (740) 637-1228
Justifyed, Lancaster, 43130 (614) 271-4599 robertk14@mail.com
Facebook under group name: Justifyed
Just Forgiven Singing Ministries, Dayton, (Southern Gospel) (937) 280-3840 
or (614) 309-2512
Headed Home-Singing For The Lord, Oak Hill, Call Jim Evans (740) 682-6109 or
Robert Gamble (740) 682-0042
Lord Willing, Wellston, (740) 418-9992, lovdaisynewf@gmail.com
Mike Blanton & Evidence, Grove City, (614) 871-2795
Mike Kisling, Hillsboro, (937) 393-2084
Nina Nash, Leesburg, (Southern Gospel Sound Tracks) (937) 780-6865
gnash2@cinci.rr.com
Ounce of  Hope, Delaware, (Southern Gospel) (740) 363-4576
Paul James Sound, Columbus, (614) 668-8916  paul@pauljamessound.com
www.pauljamessound.com
Ruth Hammond, Grove City, (614) 440-0694  ruthandkevin77@gmail.com
Rob Goodman, Newark, (740) 345-3233
Rowena and George Walker, Dayton, (937) 258-8317
Stacy Edwards, Hilliard, (614) 604-4126, (614) 319-4399 stacy@stacyedwards.com
Website:  www.stacyedwards.com
Steve Russell, Marengo, (740) 972-6729  steverussell@muscian.net
Steve Fyffe, Xenia, (937) 374-9032  stv4314@aol.com
Sword Family, Middleburg Heights, (440) 747-7436.
Terry Collins & Victory, Hillsboro, (937) 840-9808
The Castle/Maxwell Project, Grove City, Call Dan Castle 614/746-4982 
or email castle.maxwell.project@gmail.com
The Blankenship Family, Mount Sterling, (740) 869-2423 
The Family of  God, Logan, Call Steve E. Goss (740) 603-1583
The Hambys, Dublin, (Southern Gospel) (614) 873-1215
The Spiritual Echoes, Circleville, Call Rick Moore (614) 595-9776 or Delores Moore
(614) 491-9502
Violet Maynard Family, (614) 496-1618, violetmaynard@yahoo.com
www.violetmaynard.com.
Undivided, Grove City, Call Mike or Sheri France (614) 352-3368
Undivided96@aol.com

If  you would like your group to be included, please send me your group name, what
local FWB Church you are a member of, your address, and phone number.  I will add

you the list in the next issue of  the Ambassador. 

Free Will Baptist   
Singing Groups

BiVocational pastor needed.

Newark Free Will Baptist is looking for an energetic pastor who is

ready to help our church con

tinue its service in the Licking

County area. 

Magnificent facility with

Gym/multipurpose building

attached. Parsonage available.

Church is debt free and could

be able to support a full time

pastor in the future. 

Please contact Josh Bryant for more details.

Joshuabryant28@yahoo.com 



WELLINGTON (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings and Happy New Year!

I'm sorry I haven’t written for awhile but our

church has had three Godly people go home to

be with the Lord. First, my dear mother Rose

Burns 89, went home on November 25th, then a

dear Godly woman Mary Meyers 79, went

home November 27th and then one of our dear

ly beloved deacons Johnny Holbrook 82 went

home on December 6th. We had three dinners

for the families, which were wonderful. Pray for

all the families, but praise GOD they've made it

home. If you know the Lord Jesus as your

Savior we will be with them in glory forever

more! Praise the Lord God!

Our pastor Willy Bias performed their servic

es with Rev. Robert Prichard officiating at Bro

John Holbrook’s service. They did such won

derful jobs.

We've had 17 people take membership since

June, some returning, some new. We thank God

for the increase. Sister Jewel Stallard fell and

broke her hip. She's in rehab now so please

remember her in your prayers.

We hope everyone had a blessed Christmas

and Happy New Year.

Willie Bias, Pastor

Marilyn Thompson, Reporter 

CANAAN (CAPITAL CITY)

It is truly the most wonderful time of the year!

Christmas is the time of the year set aside to

truly celebrate the birth of the Savior.  

At Canaan, we have had a wonderful season of

celebration... so wonderful that our prayer is it

spills over to the next Christmas season.  We've

rejoiced in welcoming a new convert into God's

family and three new church members.  We've

been challenged to worship the King with our

giving.  We've enjoyed the Christmas cantata

beautifully delivered by our Canaan Celebration

Choir.  We've celebrated a night of singing and

a presentation of the Nativity by our youth fol

lowed by a family fellowship.  

We celebrated the homegoing of a wonderful

man of God, Rev. Milton Ledford. All of these

things could be celebrated because a babe born

in a manger so many years ago, lived a perfect

life and died for the sins of all mankind.  The

Christian life... It's a wonderful life!

Mike Gladson, Pastor

Lisa Justice, Reporter

COALTON (JACKSON)

Greetings in the name of our Savior, Jesus

Christ. We have been celebrating the love

showed to us with His birth.  The youth did a

wonderful job in telling the story in our

Christmas program.  They also spread the mes

sage by caroling at several longterm care facil

ities in our area.  It is a sweet sound to hear them

raise their voices in song.  

In November, we did a little something differ

ent and held an “old fashion service”.  Those

who chose came dressed in old fashion attire.  It

was a good time of fun and fellowship.  We held

our regular service in the morning and then

afterwards, enjoyed a delicious meal together.  

In the afternoon service, we heard wonderful

songs by the Little Family.   Our pastor and

assistant pastor delivered uplifting messages.  

We are thankful for Bros. Tim Simpson, Rob

Fulton, Bob Fulton, Rich Bishop and Danny

Boggs who have stood before us in recent time

to deliver God’s word.  How blessed to have

men live the Word just as they preach it.  

We are sad to report that our oldest member,

Sis. Irene Williams has passed from this life; but

rejoice that she left a testimony of her love for

the Lord.  We know that through the hope we

have in Jesus Christ, we will rejoice again

together.  

Please continue to remember our church that

we will be a beacon to the lost, always showing

God’s light.  God bless you all!

Tim Simpson, Pastor

Sandra DeHart, Reporter  

GOOD HOPE (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings from Good Hope Church. We pray

everyone had a good Christmas. Our church has

been doing real well, attendance is up!

Several in the church have been sick with

colds and seasonal flu bugs, but are on the

mend. Prayer still works!  We had our

Christmas dinner a few weeks ago and enjoyed

a wonderful time in fellowship. 

The kids had been busy practicing their

Christmas play, which they did on Sunday,

December 23rd.  They did a great job! We are so

thankful for the children, they sing for us each

Sunday.  We are blessed to have  Rev. Freddie

Ray preach for us on the 3rd Sunday of each

month. 

To everyone a Happy New Year and may God

continue to bless.

Paul Peterson, Pastor 

Mary Diamond, Reporter

DOGWOOD RIDGE (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Wheelersburg. We hope every

one had a great holiday and enjoyed celebrating

the true reason for the season.

Our month was filled with lots of fun from our

church Christmas dinner, to our annual ladies

Christmas party and mot importantly our pro

gram on December 16th. The youth group per

formed for the congregation a list of Christmas

cards, poems and a reading of the birth of Christ

from Luke 2.

On October

14th we sadly

said goodbye to

Bro. Ron Ratliff.

Bro. Ron

became a mem

ber of Dogwood

Ridge on

October 1, 2017.

He fought a hard

battle with

alzheimers, but has now received his heavenly

reward. “In the way of righteousness is life: and
in the pathway thereof there is no death.”
Proverbs 12:28

We are excited to keep working for the Lord in

2019 and hope to see more people make a pro

fession of faith.

Jeremy Moore, Pastor

Rebecca Conley, Reporter

NEWARK (FRANKLIN)

Greetings from the Newark FWB Church and

Happy New Year. It's been a while since we

have reported from our church. And since our

last report we have been without a permanent

pastor. Currently our interim pastor is Brother

Johnny Ray Davis.  

The past month has been a really busy month

for our church. On  Saturday, December 1st,

was our ladies fellowship group Christmas din

ner. We were blessed to have Sister Debbie Teo

for our devotion and to sing a beautiful song

that evening. We had a great time of fellowship

with our sisters in Christ.  

On Sunday, December 8th, was our church

Christmas dinner and our special singing was

the group Still Climbing. On December 31st,

we had a New Years Eve Service.  What a bless

ing to have a good time of fellowship with other

Christian brothers and sisters as one year goes

out and a new year comes in. 

As the new year begins remember our church

in prayer as we look for a new pastor.  Has

God placed our church on your heart or a church

to lead? Contact our church to set up a time to

come and preach for us.   Phone 7403444292

or email Josh Bryant at

Joshuabryant28@yahoo.com

Johnny Ray Davis, Interim Pastor

Dreama Hughes, Reporter 

MCGUFFEY (NORTH & WESTERN)

“This is the day which the LORD hath made;
we will rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalm 118:24

Greetings from McGuffey FWBC.  We are

rejoicing for the beautiful weather that God has

blessed our Thanksgiving and Christmas holi

days with.  

We were blessed in November with a visit

from Brother Freddy Dutton and his wife

Terry.  Brother Dutton certainly knows a lot of

Bible by heart!

At our Christmas service in December we had

a visit from Robert Legg who explained about

the works of the Free Will Baptist Family min

istry.  He also preached a wonderful message in

our worship service.

We wish everyone a blessed New Year!

Don Webb, Pastor

Sue Smith, Reporter
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FREDDY DUTTON 
MINISTRIES

“Holding Forth The Word of Life”

1700 Hale Court
Columbus, Ohio 43228

614/276-0200 or 614/738-0683
email: Reverenddutton@aol.com

It is a wonderful blessing from God to see another New Year arrive!  We thank God for His

blessings!  As we briefly reflect back over the past year "2018", with God's guidance, we worked

through many challenges.  As most of you already know, I was diagnosed with Parkinson's

Disease last year.  Most likely, I was dealing with this disease for approximately three years or

more before actually realizing what was happening.  Things became very difficult for me during

the summer months!  We are learning to adjust and cope with all the physical and emotional

changes that come with this disease.  We are thankful for the Parkinson's Specialists and Teams

of Medical Personnel that are helping us with all the changes that come with this disease.  In the

midst of the challenging times last year, we had the privilege and honor of ministering and

preaching in 19 different churches with 157 meetings.  We saw 120 altar decisions with

many needs being met!  There were several weeks last year that I simply could not travel

and preach; however, the Lord helped me to just keep on preaching!

Of course, the future for this New Year is uncertain!  But, no one can know what the future

holds.  So, Terry and I will continue going and serving as long as the Lord allows us to do so.

Naturally, I cannot go the long distances, or preach every evening like I once did.  But, I can still

go and do what the Lord allows me to do!  I am presently actively involved in Occupation

Therapy, Physical Therapy, and Speech Therapy.  With God's help, I can continue to overcome

and conquer many of these challenges that Parkinson's brings with these therapy sessions.    

During the month of January, I will be assisting the Pastor at the Wonderland Community

Church for their Wednesday Evening Bible Study.  Also, in January we will be with Pastor

Richard Burns and the Hillsboro FWB Church for the annual Evangelist Day.

We thank everyone that has graciously helped us through this year.  Without your prayers and

support, things would be much different and more difficult for us!  From the depths of our

hearts, we thank you for standing with us!  It means more to us than you can ever know!  We

look so forward to seeing you this coming year!  We love you and thank God for your love in

return to us!



FAITH (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings from Faith.

The New Year is a time to be thankful.  We

should be thankful every day.

On October 28th the church had “Pastor and

Preacher Appreciation” in the evening service.

Everyone enjoyed themselves.

The Young at Heart enjoyed a trip to Hartsville

Kitchen on October 19th.

The Lord is still blessing in our services. We

had two baptized. We have had several who

went forward for a closer walk with the Lord.

On November 16th our pastor, Rev. Lester

McMahan celebrated his 80th birthday. (God is

good!)

Enjoy your day and count your blessings.

Lester McMahan, Pastor

Geraldine McMahan, Reporter

GRACE

Blessing from all of us at Grace FWB Church.

We've made it through fall and now winter has

begun, that's a blessing from God. It is a beauti

ful season.

We pray everyone had a blessed Thanksgiving

day with loved ones and friends. We've had a

blessed Christmas here and hope and pray you

all did as well. Christmas is so special and I love

to talk to family and friends to make sure they

know and understand the reason we celebrate

that day. I make sure they know that Jesus is

and will always be the reason for the season,

Thank you God for the blessing of your Son! 

We here at Grace are doing well, and pray you

all are the same. We are still with out a pastor

and ask for you help in praying the Lord will

send us the man He wants to have the job. We

are patiently waiting on Him. We thank Him for

sending the men that have been coming to

preach us the word while we are waiting, it's a

blessing. 

Please continue to pray for all the lost and the

sick in our church and families. We continue to

pray for your families as well. 

We're praying that everyone had a blessed

New Years and will continue loving and serving

the Lord in the new year. We thank the Lord for

all His blessings.

We invite you to come and fellowship and

worship with us some Sunday. We have Sunday

School at 10:00a.m. and Sunday worship at

11:00.

Blessings to you all, 

Elaine Booth, Reporter 

LIGHTHOUSE (TRISTATE)

Greetings to all my fellow Free Will Baptists. It

is a pleasure to write this report and we are

praising God as always. 

It has been a busy few months at Lighthouse,

Bro Bobby and Sister Susan treated us to lunch

at Butler State Park. We had a great time.

Thanking God for our veterans at church,

Nathan Hatton, Jarvis Kerns, Bobby Courtney,

Ernie Moscow, Ralph Maston and Jim (Slim)

Bristow. Missing is Rick Crawford. The church

gave our wonderful veterans commemorative

mugs.

The Woodsmen Quartet sang at our church

and we were all blessed.

In December we had our ladies auxillary

Christmas Party at Lighthouse. We had catering

from LaRosa’s. Everyone had a great time.

The youth put on a great Christmas program,

with some help from a few of our adults, and the

kids passed out Christmas cards.  After church,

Santa handed out bags of candy. 

Bobby Courtney, Pastor

Nancy Reiber, Reporter 

FIRST SPRINGFIELD (FRANKLIN)

Hello everyone.

“For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior which is Christ the Lord.” Luke

2:11

Everything we do  in the Christmas season

reminds of Jesus and to be more like him.

We had 193 shoe boxes this year for Christmas

child shoe box. Imagine the faces of these chil

dren when they open the boxes, which was

packed with love and prayed over before com

ing to them. 

We were blessed to have Crossing Over

group. and the next Sunday Wade Spencer to

come and minister to us with their  beautiful

music.

Our youth had a Christmas program at our

Sunday morning service. God has blessed our

church with very talented children. 

We need to keep praying for our country and

that God will continue to protect us. 

May the Lord keep you and yours in His lov

ing arms. 

Mark Rucker, Pastor

Linda O’Neal, Reporter

FIRST DAYTON (LITTLE MIAMI)

We are looking forward to 2019 with prayers

being fulfilled. Closing the old year with

thanksgiving for the many blessing in our holi

day season.

We were saddened by the passing of Ina Essex

who had been a loyal and dedicated Christian.

Her ministry of prayers by phone is being

missed by several in our congregation.

Our pastor, wife and son took a week to visit

family in Texas where he participated in Rock

and Roll Marathon. He finished and returned in

time to help with our Christmas brunch and

white elephant exchange.

The Palmer family did a wonderful job deco

rating, planning and execution of  great time by

many at Christmas time. 

Our brother, Terry Essex filled in for Sunday

School and worship services. We have several

in hospitals, nursing homes and some recover

ing in their homes. We all would appreciate

your prayers that they will follow God’s will. In

all things we are giving thanks to God as He

leads.

We have a few young people for a Sunday

School being taught by  Angela and Lisa

Creech.

Pastor Mark Long’s Christmas message was

brought from Luke 1:14. Angela and their

group did a great job with the Christmas

Cantata considering a few were missing cele

brating with families or having health issues.

Your can hear Pastor Long’s sermons and spe

cial singing on Facebook.

www.facebook.com/FirstDaytonFWBChurc

h/. 

Don’t forget Pastor Long hosts a weekly radio

program called,   “Sunday Mornings with

Jesus” on WGNZ 104.3 FM/ 1110 AM from 8

8:30am.

Mark Long, Pastor,

Marcella Keeton, Reporter
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Available

The following ministers are available to fill the pulpit for pastors
who have to be away from their church.  Many are interested in

conducting revivals as well.

Bill Alford, Strongsville, Oh                   (440) 572-1614
Lee Aldridge, Londonderry, Oh (740) 887-4065
Anthony “Tony” W. Blackburn, Mechanicsburg, Oh                    (614) 623-0031
Mike Blanton, Grove City, Oh                      (614) 871-2795
Larry Brown,  London, Oh  (740) 852-0586
Chad Booth, Ashland, Oh (330) 715-8403
Ron Brown, Hillsboro, Oh                        (937) 402-4452
Roger Childers, W Liberty, Oh (937) 869-4890
Steven Conn, Hayesville, Oh (419) 651-9639
Andrew Cordell, Marysville, Oh (937) 215-4037
Roger Crusie, Greenfield, Oh                (937) 981-3529
Mike Daniel, Englewood, Oh (937) 836-0540
Luther Dingess, Fort Gay, WV         (304) 648-5901
Freddy Dutton, Columbus, Oh                  (614) 276-0200
Michael Ellis, Columbus, Oh (614) 917-7309
James England, Columbus Oh             (614) 846-6654
Packy Gibson, Hillsboro, Oh                   (937) 393-2730
Randy Hall, Hillsboro, Oh             (937) 365-1657
Edwin Hayes, Reynoldsburg, Oh        (614) 751-1190
Carl Jenkins, Cleveland, Oh          (216) 351-2475
James Johnson, Rittman, Oh              (330) 331-6088
Jason Jones, Marysville, Oh     (937) 241-1622
William Jones, Marysville, Oh             (937) 594-1331
Paul Keener, Westerville, Oh             (614) 891-4382
Robert Legg, Dayton, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep) (937) 648-9600
Alton Loveless, Columbus, Oh               (573) 330-7728
Rodger Marsh, Leesburg, Oh (937) 661-1169
Wayne Mays, Hilliard, Oh                   (614) 607-0634
Tom Murphy, Commercial Pt, Oh        (614) 218-5435
Chris Oiler, Wheelersburg, Oh (740) 357-8340
Freddie Ray, Omstead Falls, Oh (216) 355-2137 
Tom Spradlin, Portsmouth, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep)               (740) 776-6677
Lowell Spencer, Ontario, Oh (419) 545-2449
Russell Street, London, Oh (614) 440-0045
Alex Stevens, Greenup, KY         (606) 473-5417
Talo Teo, Zanesville, Oh                      (740) 487-5735
Bill Turner, Carlisle, Oh                      (513) 746-5866
Tim Updike, Wellston, Oh                            (740) 384-3277
Dan Widdig, Lucasville, Oh (740) 259-5160
Josh Young, South Solon, Oh                   (937) 829-1723

FWB Ministers



Over the last two years God has called talented

and willing vessels to leave Flagship and serve

in other ministries. Some have left because of

college, others have left due to marriage and

still others have felt led to help another church

plant. It is exciting for the opportunity we have

had to invest our lives into these precious peo

ple and to see them bless another ministry with

their Godgiven talents.

As you can imagine, however, it also leaves

behind a void in a young church plant such as

ours. We do not have plenty of musicians to

choose from, or grounded teachers who can step

up and fill their shoes. Some ministries have

come to an end while others have continued on

through the volunteer efforts of an already

stretched congregation. While it would be easy

to allow the enemy to use this conundrum to

defeat us and distract us, we need to allow this

to prompt us to do exactly what Scripture

says:  “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the har
vest, that he will send forth labourers into his
harvest” (Matthew 9:38).

God has begun to answer this prayer! We have

seen some of our people step up and help in

needed areas. However,  the harvest is plenteous

and the laborers are FEW!

Would YOU pray along with us that God would

send some grounded, faithful, tithing families to

Erie, Pa? Would you ask Him to send godly,

loving people our way that would help us reach

the Flagship City for Christ? Would you pray

for the ones God has already blessed us with—

pray that we do not grow weary in well doing

but that we will remember that we will reap in

due season if we faint not!

Here are some specific needs you can pray for:

Talented musicians who have a heart for God

and a heart for God’s people to join our worship

team

*A man who has a passion for other men to

become godly leaders in our home and to estab

lish a growing, serving, passionate men’s min

istry

*Deacons or men who are deacon eligible

*Small Group Leaders who can help with disci

pleship

*Several individuals who have the gift of evan

gelism

*People who are filled with God’s Spirit and

His Wisdom

Thank YOU for praying!
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Daryl Grimes
Family

Missionaries to Erie,
PA

Remember our vision to
become a “Self-Supporting
Church” during the year of

2020. 

Please pray for us, stand
with us and continue sup-
porting our account so we
can focus our attention on

the ministry here! 

20/20 Vision

2019 Convention  Prayer Update

Plans are underway for the 2019 National Convention, meeting July 2124 in Cincinnati,

Ohio. Member of the Ohio Steering Committee met with the convention planning team in

early September, and responsibilities were assigned.

Edwin Hayes, Ohio executive secretary, will chair the committee, with State Moderator

Mark Price providing assistance. Sandy Mounts will chair the hospitality committee,

Jeremy Luthy will assist in coordinating Impact Cincinnati. Mike Mounts will lead the

prayer committee, Tom Dooley will recruit and lead the ushering team, and Jason Luthy

will serve as the Vertical Three Conference advisor.

Prayer Committee Chairman Mike Mounts asks that Free Will Baptists begin praying now

for the 2019 Convention. “While the convention isn’t always at the forefront of our minds,

it is never too early to pray for God to begin a work in our movement that can make an

impact on all generations and our world.”

Convention information will be online at www.nafwb.org/convention as it becomes

available.
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Ohio To Host 
2019 National Association 

July 21-24
Cincinnati, Ohio

Your help is needed!
*Hospitality Greeters
*Ushers
*Booth Workers
*Prayer Committee

Please Contact the Ohio State
Office at 614/751-1190 for more

information

365 Day Inspirational Daily Devotional! 

I want to invite you on a journey through the scriptures with

me for 365 days. One for each day of the year. We live in 

turbulent times in so many of our lives whether it is socially,

emotionally, relationally, spiritually or financially, but I want to

remind you just because everything around you is in chaos or

seems impossible, you don’t have to lose your peace and joy.  

Philippians 4:13 KVJ says “ I can do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me.” That same spirit which raised Jesus

from the grave lives on the inside of you. So be encouraged and

join me for 365 days as we stand on His promises and keep

moving Forward With God. 

• Hardcover edition only available from me. 

We accept all major credit cards.  Retail price is $24.99. Sale price is $20.

Orders can be placed by calling 4194341701. Autograph inscription is avail

able. 

• Paperback edition is available from Amazon, Barnes and Noble, Books A

Million and most bookstores. Also Kindle version available on Amazon. 

• Contact Information for Liz

Email: elizabethmdarnell@yahoo.com   Website: Liz.Darnell.org

Facebook page: https://m.facebook.com/MovingForwardWithGod2018/

Sister Liz Darnell, Daughter

of Rev. Clarence Mullins.

Lead vocalist/ piano player

for The Living Miracles. 



State Mission Offering Sunday

March 3, 2019
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Are you receiving the

If you like to begin receiving all the Ohio FWB News, just send
your email address to 

ehayes@ambassadorbible.com

Thanks to
our 

churches, 
conferences

and 
individuals

who 
support 

the 
AMBASSADOR
MAGAZINE!

We couldn’t publish
the AMBASSADOR 

without you!

From your staff at the Ohio State
Association Office and the Ambassador

Bookstore!

Help Build New Ohio Free
Will Baptist Churches!



MADISON (PORTER)    

Our November meeting we fixed our

Christmas Shoeboxes. There were 45 boxes that

were sent out. Also, we had some delicious

food, which is something we always have at our

meetings.

The ladies auxiliary had their December meet

ing which is their Christmas passing party.

There was great fellowship and wonderful food.

We played games and had door prizes. Their

were some ladies that were unable to attend due

to illness. They were missed and prayers were

given for their recovery along with other prayer

requests. 

December 9th we had elections of officers.

Each position remained the same except for two

On December 16th we had the Secret Santa

party for the children and the men of the church.

It was right after the morning service. Everyone

had a good time and enjoyed their gifts and the

food. That evening we had our Christmas pro

gram. 

On New Year's Eve we had our watchnight

service. As always we had great fellowship and

prayed out the old year and in the new year. 

We are looking forward to a new year with all

our church family. God bless all!

Rodney Evans, Pastor

Tammy Martin, Reporter

MOUNT HOPE (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Mount Hope FWB Church.

We are thankful for the Spirit of God that we

have in our hearts!  Our services have been such

a blessing.

Our church, like so many others, went through

the Christmas season with numerous activities.

We made baskets and went caroling to the shut

ins and the nursing home. We had a

Christmas/Thanksgiving dinner at the church.

Our youth group is growing and they sung

Christmas songs for us.  It is wonderful to see

the young children.  We had a New Year Eve’s

service on December 31st.  

Please continue to remember our church mem

bers who are sick in your prayers—Sisters

Gwen Cooper, Flo Loop and Sonja Smith, Bro.

Bob Branningan and Sister Betty Yates.   We are

happy to report Bro. Bob Branningan made it to

Sunday morning services Dec. 30th and Sister

Sonja Smith was able to come one morning

service also. We miss our church family when

they are sick and unable to come.

We would like to invite you to our “Critter

Dinner” on February 24th after morning servic

es. Everyone is welcome.

Until the next time, may the Lord keep you

and bless you.

Gary Selby, Pastor 

Karen Charles, Reporter

LIBERTY (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

We are so thankful for what the Lord is doing;

we are seeing souls saved, healing of the sick,

and feeling his presence during our worship

services.  With 2018 coming to an end and 2019

beginning we are excited to see what amazing

things the Lord is going to do. 

We are still rejoicing over the six precious

souls saved at our Good News Bible Club after

school program at Barberton East Elementary

School. The Lord has blessed us with 40 chil

dren. Our junior church did a wonderful job on

their play called “A New Star.” It showed the

importance of Christians being a light in this

dark world. 

We also have a few exciting events that are

coming up in the winter months. The men of our

church will begin their basketball season. It will

be a great opportunity to fellowship with other

churches in our area. In February we will be

having our annual youth rally (date to be

announced) Our church is also excited to

announce “All In Rallies Church Camp” will be

held June 37, 2018. For more information

please contact Brother Dustin Albright

(330)8192499.

There is always something exciting and new

happening here at Liberty just as our life with

Christ should be. We should never cease to

thank Him and praise Him for all that He does.

In 2019, instead of setting a resolution, look to

the solution his name is Jesus! May you all

have a blessed New Year!

Until next time.

Cecil Farmer, Pastor

Chelsea Stillings, Reporter 

WOODSTOCK (CENTRAL OHIO)

We are still trusting God to send us a pastor in

His time not ours. We thank all the ministers

that have come to help us. We have heard some

inspiring sermons to encourage us, to remind us

that God must be our priority, that God wants us

to follow specific instructions, where does our

trust lie, we need to renew and realize how valu

able we are to God, who and why certain people

were at the foot of the cross and a couple ser

mons on the Christ child’s birth and what it

meant to adore Him. 

Do you go to all services of your church like

Sunday School, worship service, Sunday night

and Midweek service? Sister Pauline Pack, our

oldest member will be 94 in a few days, she

comes to all services.  She has said she isn’t

able to do much for God and we tell her she is

an  inspiration to all  of us with  her  faithful

ness.

We have had a lot of sickness among our con

gregation and a death, Brother Jim Culp. Bro

Jim had a beautiful singing voice like the rest of

his siblings. Now he can sing before his Savior.

Please remember Sister Sally Culp in prayer.

She had been home only a short time from hos

pital when her house caught fire. She basically

got out with just the clothes on her back. She

will be apartment hunting in the future. Her bio

logical family and her church family are helping

her with her needs. She has always been faithful

to help in any capacity she has been asked. Now

it will be a blessing to help her in whatever she

might need.

We need to be about the Father’s business until

He returns to take us home!

Virginia Jones, Reporter 

HILLSBORO (CORNERSTONE)

Hello from the Hillsboro FWB Church!

These last few months have really flown by it

seems. The church put up a Christmas tree, and

on each ornament there was a child’s name on

it.  I am happy to report that every child on the

tree was bought for from members of our

church.  The month of December was support

our youth group G.R.I.T. It stands for God

Rocks In Teens. The last Sunday before

Christmas was “Ugly Christmas Apparel.”  It

was a trigger point for when you see it to remind

you to pray for something on your heart or oth

ers.  The whole church got involved in it. 

On January 27th we are having Evangelist Day

with Brother Freddy Dutton.  In February it

gets a little crazier with our Sweetheart’s

Banquet on the 16th, and Pastor Appreciation is

Sunday, February 24th.

In November the Lord called Sister Vicki

White home.  She was our choir director, secre

tary of the ladies auxiliary and a member of our

church.  Vicki’s death was very unexpected to

us all. Vicki had been sick, but we really

thought she was getting better. As her step

daughter, I can honestly say the holidays were

different this year. We all mourn in our own

way.  Please continue to pray for Vicki’s family

during this time.  

Sister Charlotte Mann has been in and out of

the hospital the last few months. Charlotte is our

Children’s Church Director.  They can’t seem to

figure out what is going on with her.  

We are looking forward to what God has in

store for our church in 2019. Love and prayers

and God bless. 

Richard Burns, Pastor

Jamie White, Reporter
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BOOKKEEPING
ACCOUNTING
NOTARY PUBLIC

M. J. LOWE’S
INCOME TAX SERVICE

3213 SOUTH HIGH STREET
COLUMBUS OHIO 43207

JIM & JEAN LOWE                         Phone 16144916280
OWNERS                                            FAX 16144914554

MJLOWE24@YAHOO.COM

2019 HOLY GROUND FREE WILL BAPTIST YOUTH FOR CHRIST CAMP
Located at:  5150 RIBER RD, HILLSBORO, OHIO 45133

(Bldg- Worship, Devotions, Recreation, etc.)  (New Kitchen/Dining Hall Building)             (Completely new Kitchen facilities)

(Improved Pond facilities)

Newly built, fully furnished kitchen and dining area, as well as the huge pond is now available for swimming and pedal
boats!  A Pastor from a camp in 2012 was so impressed with our improvements in these areas that he said he wished

other FWB churches were aware of our new (Kitchen/Dining hall) and improved (the Pond) facilities. 

For leasing and information on the above camps call Larry Glenn (937) 478-3815, Donna Glenn (937) 475-2710, 
Rev. Steve Nickels (937) 478-1182,  Pastor Tim Hamilton (937) 559-1966

or Email us at timham@reagan.com.  

2019 Camps
July 7–12: Sr. Co-ed Camp (Ages 13-20 boys/girls)       July 14-19: Jr. Boys Camp (Ages 8-13)      

July 21-26: Jr. Girls Camp (Ages 8-13)
Please let us know if you would like to view a camp presentation.

A ministry of Northridge Free Will Baptist Church, 4800 Payne Ave, Dayton, OH 45414



LOCKBOURNE (TRINITY)

We started the month of November with a can

dlelight prayer vigil where we made our peti

tions known to God.  We are standing in faith

for our prayers to be answered.  We pray for

God’s anointing to abide in us as individuals

and as a church body so that we may be lights

in the world and win others to Him.

Our Sunday School classes collected money

for the Free Will Baptist Family Ministries in

Greenville, TN, which has been caring for hurt

ing children and families since 1939.  It is a

blessing to pour into a ministry that is bearing

the burdens of those in need.

We are so happy to welcome our newest

church member, Adelynn Rose Stevens born

Dec. 14th.  She weighed 8 lbs and was 20 in.

long.  Congratulations to Molly and Jacob

Stevens on this new little life who is fearfully

and wonderfully made.  Adelynn, welcome to

our church family.

We continue to pray for the families of two

beautiful souls in our church family who went

home to be with the Lord in November.  We said

our goodbyes here to Sister Nina Pierce

Gainey and Sister Marie Oliver with the beauti

ful promise that we will see them again when

this life is over.  It was wonderful to worship

with them over the years.

We visited Scioto Community Nursing Home

to sing carols and try to brighten the day of

everyone there.  We also had a wonderful time

of fellowship at our annual Christmas dinner.  

We pray that 2019 will be a fruitful year for

everyone and that our lives will bring glory and

honor to God.

Leon Stevens, Pastor

Janelle Sagraves, Reporter

NORTHRIDGE 

Blessings from Northridge FWB Church.

We want to wish everybody a joyous and

blessed New Year!  We are rejoicing over the

celebration of Christ’s birth last month.  Our jr.

youth and sr. youth both put on wonderful

Christmas plays.  Two souls were saved after

the sr. youth Christmas play.  The Praise Choir

sang their Christmas Cantata on Sunday,

December 23rd, which was such a blessing.  

We held a watchnight service on New Year’s

Eve, prayed out 2018 and prayed in 2019, and

then had pizza and fellowship afterwards in the

fellowship building.  

Our pastor and several members have been

going on prayer walks around the neighborhood

near the church.  As a result, a couple of bars

have closed and people have come to the church

and have given their heart to the Lord.  We are

looking forward to the new year and are excited

about what God is doing in the church and our

service to Him.

Please continue to pray for our fulltime mis

sionaries, Carl and Teresa Poynter and the

other members of the church that go to foreign

countries from time to time to witness for the

Lord and lead souls to Christ.  Please also con

tinue to pray for one of our members, Zenobia

Curtis, who is serving in Haiti.

Tune in to our weekly radio ministry on

Sunday at 2:30 p.m. (Station WGNZ 1110 AM

and 104.3 FM)

Join us in service on our church web page –

www.northridgefwbc.org and click on live

streaming.

In His service. 

Tim Hamilton, Pastor

Corky Coomes, Reporter

PLEASANT HILL (CENTRAL OHIO)

We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas.

“For unto you is born this day in the city David,
a saviour which is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11

On October 21st we had Pastor Appreciation

Day. The ladies aide and the church gave Pastor

Franklin a gift. We really do appreciate our pas

tor.

On October 31st we had “Trunk or Treat” with

services following at 7pm.

We hosted the Central Ohio Conference on

Nov. 3rd. We had a great turnout. Following the

worship service we served dinner. There was

much food to choose from. We had a wonderful

day with our brothers and sisters from the

churches in our conference.

On Dec. 8th we had our annual Christmas

party and auction. Fun was had by all.

We had our Christmas play on Dec. 23rd. The

choir presented,“A Christmas Musical”
Marjorie Abrams and Drew Robinson put the

musical together.

We have been very busy the past three month.

Please keep us in your prayers as we endeavor

to serve the Lord.

God bless you all.

Bob Franklin, Pastor

Marjorie Abrams, Reporter

FREDERICK FWB (PINE CREEK)

November 2nd, we worshiped with Bloom

FWB, during their revival. On November 6th

we attended the conference at Turkey Creek

FWB. We heard uplifting preaching and singing

at both services.

While we have enjoyed our regular worship

services with preaching and teaching by Pastor

Rusty Larter and Bro. Don Meadows, we

have also experienced some inspiring special

services. On November 21, several area church

es worshiped with us at our annual Community

Thanksgiving service.  Bro Shawn Campbell

brought the message. Following the service, we

enjoyed a time of fellowship and snacks.

During worship on December 2nd, Bro, Dan

Widdig brought an inspiring sermon on The

Prodigal Son. 

On December 6th, we had our annual

Christmas dinner followed by a PiginaPoke

auction with Tim Conley as the auctioneer. We

enjoyed the good food and had fun with the auc

tion. 

Thomas Shelton joined us on December 9th

presenting a concert of Christmas songs.

We joined the Germany Hollow FWB for car

oling and delivering fruit baskets to sick and

shutins on December 19th. 

On December 23rd Vicki Larter directed our

Christmas program of recitations and a very

moving skit.  

To close out the year, we held our annual can

dlelight New Year’s Eve service. As we leave

2018 behind and enter the new year, may we

keep this scripture in mind; Philippians 3:1314

“…but this one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching forth
unto those things which are before, I press
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus.”

Rusty Larter, Pastor

Janet Meadows, Reporter

ANTIOCH (CENTRAL OHIO)

Praise Christ the King, for His many blessings

in 2018.  We have all had trials but still God has

kept us in his care.

I’m sure we all have been very busy the last

couple of months.

Our church was decorated so beautiful this

year by Kerry Mason. You could fill the

Christmas love when you entered the doors.

In December we held our annual mitten and

scarf tree.  The tree was full as usual and all was

donated to the H.E.L.P. House in London.

Our ladies gathered items for our local assist

ed living home in Mt. Sterling.  We were able to

fill 14 bags for 14 residents of items that they

can use and enjoy. 

Also our church was able to assist three fami

lies with food and turkeys for the holidays.        

On December 1st, we held a Christmas break

fast for our kids 12 and under. Pancakes were

served, crafts were made and games played.  All

left with a surprise bag full of gifts, full bellies

and fun times.

Our ladies held their annual Christmas party

on the 14th.  Our attendance was 25.  We ate, we

fellowshipped and laughed a lot!

Our men also had a night of fellowship and

food, but they went out to eat, while the ladies

cooked theirs. (Lol)

On Sunday evening, Dec. 23rd, we held a can

dlelight service and short program.  We were

blessed to have our great grandson portray

Jesus Christ, also his name just happens to be

JC for James Christian.

Sadly on December 24th, we lost one of our

worshippers, Bro. Jeff Bargo went to be with

the Lord.  Please remember his wife Kim in

your prayers.

Jim and I wish to thank everyone for their

prayers this past year.  We have both had phys

ical problems with one thing or another, but

God has kept us.  I know it is through the

prayers of our Christian brothers and sisters that

we have progressed this far.

God bless till next time.

Jim Blankenship, Pastor

Linda Blankenship Reporter
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“For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the
remission of sins. But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this
fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s
kingdom.” Matthew 26:2829

Thought for the Month

SFWBC Approved to Receive

Title IV Student Aid

President, Rev. Nate Ange and

College Dean, Dr. Danny Baer are

pleased to announce that as of

Friday, December 7, Southeastern

Free Will Baptist College has been

approved for Federal Aid. This

means our students will be able to

apply for aid under Title IV in the

form of Pell Grants and student loans. It will take a few weeks to get all of the details worked

out, so we hope to have our Virtual Student Aid Office available through our website around the

first week of January for students to begin the application process. Students SHOULD NOT

apply before notice is given that all is ready. Until then students are welcome to explore studen

taid.ed.gov and fafsa.ed.gov to learn more about aid and the Title IV program. They can even go

through a process to estimate how much financial aid they will receive.

Arron Howard Hired as Recruiter

The promotional office is pleased to announce the hiring of Arron

Howard in the recruitment office.  Arron is from Erwin, Tennessee.

He has served in the promotional department for two years as the

sound technician for the Sounds of Praise Ensemble. As president

of the student body for the second year in a row, Arron has gained

respect from his peers.  Many of our churches have enjoyed Arron’s

preaching ministry.

His duties will begin parttime in January and become fulltime

after his graduation in May. He is excited to begin recruiting stu

dents to the school he loves. If you know of an interested student prospect for Southeastern you

may contact Arron at arron.howard@sfwbc.edu.

YearEnd Fundraising Challenge

We are thrilled to announce an endofyear challenge. Two donors have issued a matching grant

challenge of $50,000 each. That’s right. If we can raise $100,000 by the end of the year, your

gift will be matched by $100,000. We intend to designate $100,000 for student scholarships and

$100,000 to the annual fund.

The lack of financial scholarship help for students continues to be one of our challenges in

recruiting students. Many students would love to prepare for ministry at Southeastern, but they

cannot afford it. Your gifts this Christmas season will help us recruit next year’s students.

Please consider a special yearend matching gift donation for Southeastern College. We need

your help! We can now receive your gifts of highly appreciated stocks and bonds which you can

donate taxfree. If you are not a 20/20 Vision Club Partner, please consider becoming one today.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Steve Berry at 9193657711

(work), 3219172376 (cell), or sberry@sfwbc.edu. Thanks for all you do to support

Southeastern College!



OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 14

IM Board Holds Yearend Meeting 
The Board of IM, Inc. met December 56th, in the Antioch, Tennessee, office. General Director

Clint Morgan reflected, “The December board meeting is over and, once again, I am reminded

the National Association has elected an amazing group of people to oversee IM. The diversity of

personalities and perspectives provide an amazingly clear view of the issues, opportunities, and

options as we discuss matters of importance concerning FWB ministries around the world.”

The board heard reports from each of the leadership team, reviewed financial reports and budg

ets, considered and acted on proposals, approved handbook changes, and set the dates for the

annual meeting in 2019 for April 29May 1.

The board regretfully accepted the resignation of Lázaro and Ariadna Riesgo. In a November

letter, the Riesgos reflected, “We have much enjoyed and appreciated the opportunities...to meet a

growing need for training Hispanics…God has blessed…with ministry opportunities in the

United States, Mexico, Cuba, Panama, El Salvador, Peru, Uruguay, and several connections in

other countries. IM provided the training, resources, encouragement, and occasion we needed to

follow God with full and joyful hearts.” The couple extended a 90daynotice effective November

1, stating they would encourage supporters to continue donations to their account through January

2019.

General Director Clint Morgan stated, “True servants of God rise above the norm no matter

where they are nor what the task. Lázaro and Ariadna fit in this group of committed believers.” 

The board approved an operational budget of $6.4 million for 2019. Projected selffunded pro

grams carry the total budget to $9.7 million. IMpact projects, The Hanna Project trips and proj

ects, student missions, etc. require fundraising separate from the operational budget.

Board chairman Jeff Manning summarized the twoday meeting, saying, “Sometimes, we use the

expression ‘Christmas came early this year.’ Well, when hearing of souls being saved, disciples

being made, and churches being planted around the world during our December mission board

meeting, it feels like Christmas came early! I praise the Lord for the work of our missionaries and

our partners as they advance God’s Kingdom globally.”

All board members (Jeff Manning, chairman, NC; Jeff Nichols, vicechairman, TN; Mark

Price, secretary, OH; Janice Banks, TX; Danny Gasperson, NC; Will Harmon, AR; Cameron

Lane, AR; Robert Posner, TX; Rodney Yerby, AL) participated in the meeting, although Jan

Banks (TX) attended via video conference.

Riesgos Resign
During the December meeting of the Board of IM, Inc., the board regretfully accepted the resig

nation of Lázaro and Ariadna Riesgo.

The Riesgos stated, “We want to continue training leaders in Latin America with IM as the new

ministry allows. As a result, we express our willingness to help with our transition.”

General Director Clint Morgan stated, “After serving humbly and joyfully with IM for four

years, they (The Riesgos) sense God has another direction for their lives. We release them reluc

tantly because of our love and respect for them; but, willingly, knowing they have prayerfully

discerned God's call to ministry in another area. We are confident their spiritual lights will contin

ue to shine brightly."

Appointed as educational specialists for Hispanic ministry in 2014, Lázaro and Ariadna arrived in

the States a little over a year later to begin their ministry. The couple grew up in Cuba and

accepted Christ there. Following their 1998 marriage, they served together in various capacities

within the Free Will Baptist movement. A desire to expand the gospel beyond the borders of

Cuba took them to Panama, where they ministered at the Bible institute in Chame for four years.

Curt Holland stated, “Lázaro and Ariadna bring a spark of life, via their cultural background,

which inspires everyone they meet. Their service and ministry with IM as leadership trainers pre

pared future national workers for fruitful ministries.”

International
Mission News

April 28, 2019

MECHANICSBURG (TRINITY)

Greetings from Mechanicsburg FWB Church.

This Christmas we sing praises to our Lord!  We

are surely blessed! Our Heavenly Father sent His

only begotten Son into the world to save us all

from our sins, for it is by His blood we have the

promise of eternal life!  

Bonnie Walters, Pastor Jessie Walters’s wife,

celebrated her 80th birthday on Christmas day as

well.  She has been blessed and now joins the

club of Octogenarians. Family, church family,

and friends all came together to celebrate her

birthday December 28th.  We all have been

blessed by her service and dedication to our

church.   Happy Birthday Bonnie!  

The women were able to celebrate Christmas

with dinner and a gift exchange at The Village

Restaurant in Springfield.  We enjoyed fellow

ship and a great meal with all of our sisters.  

Christmas and Thanksgiving dinner was held

Saturday, December 16th.  Everyone enjoyed the

homemade dinner and a cookie exchange.  Sister

Loraine Campbell reminded us all, “Jesus is the
Reason for the Season!”

Dec. 3rd, our church hosted Teresa’s

Gingerbread House, the daycare just down the

road, for their Christmas Program.  It was truly

amazing to see the church full of children with

their smiling faces and cheerful hearts!    

We have been blessed for the many years Bro.

Jessie Walters has devoted to our church as

Pastor. We are grateful for his service.   To all

those who serve in our Sunday School and

church, we are thankful too. We have also been

blessed to hear the messages by our Assistant

Pastor, Clay Baldwin and guest preachers,

Brothers Blackburn and Ray Boggs.

We ask that you keep our church in your

prayers.  Please remember our lost loved ones

and those who have been out with sicknesses

and other health problems. We are looking ahead

to summer days!  May the Lord bless. 

Jessie Walters, Pastor

Bobbi Groeber, Reporter

WAKEFIELD (PORTER)

It’s been a few months since I had a letter in,

due to illness, hospitalization and just plain for

getfulness. I’ll try to catch up a little. 

Of course, Christmas has come and gone and

praise God for the birth of the Christ Child

Jesus, for what He means to us and what He

came to do.  For the joy of family and friends

gathering around. 

We had a good homecoming in Sept. with Bro.

Bob Holbrook preaching and Almost Home

and the Swauger Valley Singers doing the

singing. I had a granddaughter get married to a

fine young man and I pray they will always  have

a Christian home. 

Pastor Lowell and Disa took a nice trip to the

Smokies in Oct. Bro. Mitch Collins, our deacon

filled in while they were gone. 

We had a good Old Fashioned Day and Pastor

Appreciation Day Oct. 29th. We surprised Bro.

Lowell with a nice guitar case, plus some gift

cards. 

Monica Chapman’s mother had cancer surgery

Nov. 15th. Bennie and Janey Howard both have

a sister with cancer. Sis. Sharon Mullett has been

ill. Sis. Dorsey Arp’s brotherinlaw in Texas

passed and she went to help care for him before

he passed. She was back with us Dec. 30th. It

was good to have her back. Pastor Lowell’s

uncle, George King went to meet Jesus Nov.

27th. Gail Delon’s brother had bypass surgery

and I had a brother injured in a car accident.    

Several in the church have had tests lately and

some have turned out well and some could use

your prayers.Thank God for the Great Physician.

I pray you all have a Happy New Year.

Lowell King, Pastor

Barb Conley, Reporter 

STONEY RUN (PINE CREEK)

Salutations from Stoney Run FWB Church. We

praise our Lord for all the wonderful blessings

he’s bestowed upon us. We are so thankful for

our guest preachers that have helped out recent

ly: Donnie Smith and Jim Pertuset.

Due to all the hard work from our  ladies during

the fall yard sale, we had the privilege of sup

plying 24 families with Thanksgiving dinner and

28 families Christmas dinner.  Our Lord always

provides. Not to forget the men of the church,

which I’m sure it was their belongings that made

the yard sale such a great success. 

We’ve had several wonderful opportunities to

fellowship. Our evening movienight featuring

“Do you Believe” was just what we needed to

start off the giving season. Our Christmas dinner

was delicious; with ham donated by the Scioto

Ribber and chicken from Weavers Convenient

Mart. We had the pleasure of musical praises

provided by Covered by Love. It was a lovely

evening of fellowship and spiritual renewal.

Our youth director outdid herself again this

year. She provided a beautiful play with refresh

ments afterwards. We are so proud of our youth

for their hard work. They did an amazing job

performing a shadow play to the song “Mary

Did You Know?” Our game night this year was

Sensational Evening with Bible Pictionary and

trivia. We gained a little more knowledge and

maybe a little more humility. 

If you are in need of guidance or knowledge, let

our amazing pastor help you. We would love for

you to become a part of our family.

Crad Frye, Pastor

Erin Blower, Reporter



Shirley Crank, wife of Lawrence Conference

General Board Member Tim Crank had major

surgery in October at the James Center in

Columbus. She is doing well and would appre

ciate your prayers.

Rev. Jim Henderson, McArthur FWB Pastor

and Clerk of the South Central Conference was

released from the hospital.  He is now home

recovering. 

Charlie Bowden from the Puritan Church is

being treated for cancer.

Beech Grove Pastor Joe Pinkerton has been

very ill and has missed several services.

Rev. Jim England from the Westerville FWB

Church has been in the ICU in Doctor's West

Hospital and had surgery in November.

Susan Courtney, wife of Lighthouse Pastor

Bobby Courtney was released from the hospital

November 24th after surgery.

Lighthouse Pastor Bobby Courtney took a fall

in December and broke his humerus bone. He is

going to be laid up for a while.

Allison Feight, wife of Columbus First Pastor

Justin Feight was in the hospital in Marion

December 18th.  

Minnie Knight, a member of the Forest Valley

Church has been ill.

GAHANNA (CORNERSTONE)

Greetings from Gahanna FWB to all our sister

churches across Ohio. 

We are looking forward to 2019 to see what

God has planned for his churches.

Pastor Curtis Booth and Sister Pat Booth

thanked the church for blessing them with

cards, gifts and a dinner during Pastor

Appreciation Month.

Our church family is saddened by the loss of

two of our members, Brother Leonard Holstein

and Sister Violet Sexton. They passed away

within the same week. Our condolences to these

two families.

The ladies auxiliary prepared 20 Thanksgiving

food baskets and 20 Christmas food baskets for

families in need. 56 children in these families

received Christmas gifts.

The church Christmas dinner was December

8th. Those attending shared fellowship and cel

ebrated the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

New Years Eve service began at 8 PM with a

worship service and followed by communion

and feetwashing. 

Thank you Lord for Your many blessings in

2018.  

Curtis Booth, Pastor

Bonnie Justice, Reporter

FOREST VALLEY (LITTLE MIAMI)

Happy New Year. Soldiers for Christ made dec

orations for our sanctuary last Christmas. It was

a lot of work. They are so beautiful with all the

lights. You would have to see it to appreciate it.

Ava and Dick Eyler, Beverly Hogue, Larry

Nicholl and Barb Bechtel have all been diag

nosed with cancer. Jean Pelphrey is in Florida

with her husband Jack and not doing well.

Barret, Izzy and Isaiah have cancer and Justyce,

Joshlyn and so many others really need our

prayers. I had asked for prayer for Minnie

Knight in the loss of her husband. She died this

month, so pray for her family. Pray that 2019 is

a healthier year.

November 11 Ada Eleyet turned 98. She is such

a blessing to all of us. She plays chair volleyball

3 times a week and is very good. We love her.

We ended up with about 95 shoe boxes for

Operation Christmas Child. Haley, Dawn and

the children did a great job.

December 8 Del’s soninlaw Kyle Schrader

received his Associates Degree in Emergency

Medical Services and is now a paramedic for

the Urbana Fire Department. Also, we had our

Christmas dinner with a lot of great food and a

Christmas singalong with special solos by Dan

Perkins, John McCarty and Tabitha McCarty.

December 11 our Soldiers for Christ Christmas

luncheon was at Der Dutchman. December13

Brittany, a member’s grandchild, did not need

surgery that was scheduled because her frac

tured leg had healed. She will need physical

therapy. December 31 we got together for a

New Year’s Eve party at the church. We had

chair volleyball, cornhole, and games. The food

was great.

Have a great new year.

Del Wallace, Pastor

Jeannie Hauf, Reporter

MARYSVILLE (CENTRAL OHIO)

“But these are written, that ye might believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his name.”
John 20.31.

We have had one saved, and two baptized

since our last report. We thank God and give

him praise.

We had candlelight service Dec. 16th. It’s

always a blessing to hear everyone’s testimony,

and what God has done for each one.

Robert Legg from FWB Family Ministries

will be with us Jan. 13th in the 11am service.

Tim Lapish with the Fellowship Tract League

will be with us Jan. 27th in the 11am service.

We thank God for his bountiful blessings for

this past year, and pray our church will be much

in focus in the coming year, and that we can see

things accomplished for our Savior.

Paul Bogenrife, Pastor 

Helen Murray, Reporter 
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Hospital
Greetings from the 

Ohio Women Active for Christ

State Board.

News and Upcoming Events

Mark your calendars... 

2019 Missions Event We are excited to announce we will be cohosting a missions

event with the Franklin Conference March 9, 2019 at Reynoldsburg Free Will Baptist

Church.  During this event you can expect the unexpected this won’t be a typical

service.  You CAN expect God to move, to have a great time and to learn more about

what God has been doing through our special speakers Donnie and Ruth McDonald.

Plan to join us on 10am at Reynoldsburg on March 9.  There will also be a youth

event the night before so be sure to bring your kids and teens out!

Women’s Days Events I am really excited about our Women’s Days Events this

year.  We will be hosting these events in Northern and Central Ohio this year.  Our

Central Ohio event will be held on Saturday April 27th, 2019 at Canaan Land Free

Will Baptist Church in Grove City, OH from 9:30am2:30pm.  Our Northern Ohio

event will be held on Saturday May 4th, 2019 at Compassion Free Will Baptist

Church in Ashland, OH from 9:30am2:30pm. We are doing things a little different

this year.  Each lady will be able to attend 2 classes in the morning and 2 classes in

the afternoon allowing them to hear more of what God has to say through our speak

ers.  The topics will be:  Why do bad things happen, Discouragement in Ministry,
Godly Counsel, The Fruit of the Spirit, Card Making and Say Yes to God! My prayer

is that you can join us!

Looking Forward…

2019 is a big year for OWAC.  As you’re planning your calendar this year please plan

to be with us at our state meeting this year on June 20, 2019 at Heritage Free Will

Baptist Church.

Your OWAC board also covets your prayers in two areas:

1. Would you be in prayer for our 2019 National Association of Free Will Baptists?

It returns to OH this year.  Pray that we can be a light to Cincinnati.  Pray that we

would strive to God’s business. Lastly will you pray that we as women can set an

example to help our young women to be servants after His own heart?

2. Would you be in prayer about how your women’s group might be able to con

tribute to the OWAC state project this year?  If you would like to know more about

our state project please contact me at the email below and I will be happy to get your

group more information.

Your sister in Christ,

Jessica Musetti, OWAC Secretary

Jessicamusetti2@gmail.com

Ohio Women Active for Christ

Update

Longtime Deacon Bob Henry Honored

The Community FWB Church had a birthday

celebration dinner, topping the evening off with

cake and ice cream for Deacon Bob Henry at

the church.  He was surprised. 

The plaque presented to him said: 

God Bless you on your Birthday, Our Deacon
Robert "Bob" Henry. 

Presented on September 12th, 2018

We are rejoicing with you on this special occa

sion as you celebrate your 82nd birthday, along

with the longest serving deacon of Community

FWB Church, with over 25 years of service.

May the Lord continue to bless you and keep

you, and fill your life with His Joy, Your Church

Family Community Free Will Baptist Church.
Deacon Robert Henry and

Community Pastor Jerry Newman

Pray for God
to bless our

families,
churches

and nation
in 2019!



OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 16

Welch College Announces Project

SEARCH Welcome to Welch 

Welch College has announced a new collaboration with

Project SEARCH, according to Greg Ketteman, vice presi

dent for strategic initiatives. “Project SEARCH is a program

of Sumner County Schools in partnership with The ACCESS

Program (a statewide supported employment agency), and

Tennessee’s Department of Human Services. The college

hosted Project SEARCH’s Welcome to Welch! November 12.

Project SEARCH facilitates job market entry for special needs students who are transitioning

after high school,” Ketteman said.

Beginning in fall 2019, Project SEARCH students will come to the Welch campus each day for a

class taught by the program teacher, followed by onthejob mentoring and work in varied roles

such as clerical assistance, maintenance and janitorial assistance, and food service assistance.

Welch College is currently the only middle Tennessee collegiate site for Project SEARCH and

The ACCESS Program. 

For more information, contact Dr. Greg Ketteman, Welch College Vice President for Strategic

Initiatives.

Welch College Athletics Joins NCCAA Network 

Welch College Athletics is proud to announce a new streaming partnership with the NCCAA

(National Christian College Athletic Association) Network hosted by BlueFrame Technology,

according to Josh Owens, Welch’s Director of Media and Marketing.

“Over the last several years we’ve seen thousands of family members, friends, and fans of the

Welch athletic teams enjoy viewing games on various streaming platforms such as Livestream

and Facebook LIVE,” Owens said. “We’ve spent a lot of time looking for the right platform and

partner for our streaming, and we believe we have found the best with the NCCAA Network and

BlueFrame Technology. Our partnership with the NCCAA Network will provide a more reliable,

stable, and quality viewing experience for each fan.” 

Athletic Director Greg Fawbush said, “By adding the NCCAA Network, our loyal fan base will

be able to stay connected with our student athletes. Also, with athletes from so many different

areas of the country, the network will allow their families a greater opportunity to be a part of the

excitement that is occurring on campus.”

Fans will be able to watch all Welch College home basketball games on the NCCAA Network.

The NCCAA Network is available on desktop and mobile/tablet devices at www.thenccaa.org/net

work, as well as overthetop (OTT) platforms, including Roku, Amazon Fire TV, Android TV,

and Apple TV. 

In addition, the NCCAA Network is available on the NCCAA App for iOS in the App Store and

Android on Google Play. Mobile devices including iPhone, iPad, and Android will work with the

default web browser. Devices should be kept uptodate and connected to a reliable data connec

tion for optimal playback. Apple users and owners of an AppleTV device can simply ‘throw’ the

webcast from their iPhone or iPad using AirPlay.

The Welch College channel on the NCCAA Network has been set up to stream all games at

welch.edu/live.

To see a full schedule of Men’s and Women’s Flames basketball games go to welch.edu/athlet

ics. 

Pinson Honored by Southeastern Seminary

Welch College President Matt Pinson was recently honored with an award from Southeastern

Baptist Theological Seminary (SEBTS) in Wake Forest, North Carolina, according to Welch

Provost Matthew McAffee. 

“Each year Southeastern Seminary honors several evangelical scholars at the annual meeting of

the Evangelical Theological Society (ETS),” McAffee said. “At this year’s annual meeting in

Denver, Colorado, SEBTS honored President Pinson along with four other honorees—Kevin

Vanhoozer of Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, Peter Gentry of Southern Baptist Theological

Seminary, Nathan Finn of North Greenville University, and Matthew Emerson of Oklahoma

Baptist University.” 

In particular, Pinson was recognized for generating outstanding scholarship as both an author and

editor at the academic and popular levels while also leading a college at the highest administra

tive level. Among those works that SEBTS Provost Bruce Ashford highlighted were A Free Will
Baptist Handbook: Heritage, Beliefs, and Ministries (Randall House, 1998), Four Views on
Eternal Security (Zondervan, 2002), Perspectives on Christian Worship: Five Views (B&H

Academic, 2009), Classical Arminianism (Randall House, 2011, by F. Leroy Forlines, edited by

Pinson), Arminian and Baptist: Explorations in a Theological Tradition (Randall House, 2015),

and Sexuality, Gender, and the Church: A Christian Response in the New Cultural Landscape
(Welch College Press, 2016).

McAffee, along with Welch colleagues Jeff Cockrell, Matt Bracey and Jesse Owens, who also

attended the annual meeting, joined Pinson for this special recognition. McAffee remarked, “I am

delighted to see our president receiving this welldeserved recognition. It is encouraging to see

the impact that Welch College is having on the broader evangelical community, and the lion’s

share of this effort has been led by President Pinson. Welch College is exceedingly proud of its

president and his accomplishments.”

Welch Students Serve on Capitol Hill
By Meagan Fulcher

On November 1518, a group of Welch College students participated in the 49th Assembly of the

Tennessee Intercollegiate State Legislature (TISL). The group of seven included Kandace

Ailworth, Ashley Floyd, Meagan Fulcher, Daniel Hubin, Micah McClintock, Seth Oliver and

Kullen Williams. Over sixty other colleges also sent representatives to the mock legislature.

These seven students represented Welch College well with four Representatives in the House, one

Senator, one Alternate Senator, and one Lobbyist. The mock legislature at TISL was held at the

Tennessee State Capitol. Students debated various bills and had an upclose experience of the

political world. 

Welch College was given one seat in the House and one seat in the Senate. The students alternat

ed turns sitting in the seat on the floor during the sessions. While in the seat of either the House

or the Senate, the students were able to speak and vote on diverse bills that different Tennessee

colleges had proposed. 

One of the bills many students found interesting was one that stated that the harmonica should be

recognized as Tennessee’s State Instrument. This bill was heavily debated in the House and

resulted in a failure to pass. On a more serious note, many of the bills proposed were very well

put together and have the potential to positively impact the state of Tennessee. 

The students had a meaningful experience—and a lot of fun—and were able to represent the

Christian mission of Welch College positively.

For more information about TISL or about exploring law and politics through the lens of a

Christian worldview at Welch College, email Frank Thornsbury (fthornsbury@welch.edu) or

Phillip Morgan (pmorgan@welch.edu).

Evangelist 
Mike Blanton

Available for services, revivals 
and campmeetings!

(614) 871-2795 

Mike Blanton and
Evidence

available to sing at your
church!



COLUMBUS FIRST (FRANKLIN)

Greetings to all our brothers and sisters in

Christ. The close of 2018 has brought us much

for which to be thankful. 

On November 18th, we welcomed special

singer, Jimmy Dooley. He shared his music

ministry with us, and brought beautiful encour

agement to our congregation. Then on

December 23rd, we celebrated the holiday sea

son with a special Christmas service and fel

lowship dinner.  We were delighted to have sev

eral visitors, and two precious souls raise their

hands for prayer.  

January 6th, Edwin Hayes came to preach for

our morning service. 

Please keep us in your prayers as we continue

to reach out to our community of Minerva Park,

and more specifically, those at the local

Rehabilitation Center. 

Pastor Justin and his wife would also like to

thank all of those who have prayed and sent

their condolences on the loss of their child.

Your prayers are truly appreciated. May the

Lord bless you all in love. 

Justin Feight, Pastor

Allison Feight, Reporter

SOUTHWEST (CAPITAL CITY)

We send greetings and hope that you have

found the true meaning of Christmas as this

year comes to an end.  

On November 11th we honored our veterans

for their service and giving to this great nation.

On November 18th we were blessed to share in

communion and feetwashing service.  On the

Wednesday before Thanksgiving, the congrega

tion gathered with their families and offered

thanks to the Lord for keeping them through

another year.  

As December rolled in we had our annual

Christmas dinner on Saturday December 8th

and then were honored to have Rev. David

Epps deliver us a powerful message on Sunday

Dec. 9th.  On Dec. 23rd, the youth group per

formed with skits and Christmas songs, to cele

brate the birthday of Jesus.  

The Ohio Men’s Retreat will be January 24th

thru 26th and then we close the month with

revival from the 27 thru 30th with Evangelist

George Holley.  

On February 24th we will celebrate with

Pastor John on his 31st anniversary as pastor.  

Looking forward to a great year with God

leading the way in 2019.  God bless.

John Meade, Pastor

Anita Stanton, Reporter

SAMANTHA (FRANKLIN)

Greetings brothers and sister through Christ,

our Lord and Savior.

Another year is at it’s end. We’ve seen souls

saved, baptized and our memberships have

increased. We’re expecting greater blessings in

2019.

Our church family’s heart were touched with

sadness due to the passing of founding member,

Dorothy Davis on October 14th. She will cer

tainly be missed.

November 18th we were blessed with a full

day of good gospel music and singing by New

Highway in the am and Wade Spencer in the

pm.

The men hold their prayer breakfast the first

Saturday of each month at the church.

December 5th, following Christ’s example, we

had our feetwashing and communion service.

Our church ladies baked 50+ dozen cookies

and various loaves of bread to be given to our

shutin members.

Our ladies prayer breakfast held monthly, was

held at Bob Evans restaurant on December 15th.

Games were played and gifts were exchanged

for Christmas.

December 23rd our Children’s Christmas pro

gram was held in the morning and the adult play

in the evening. The message of Jesus’ birth was

delivered by narration and singing of carols.

Finishing our year we had Kevin Spencer in

concert on December 30th.

A most blessed New Year to all.

Wiley Perkins, Pastor

Eleanor L. Cumberland, Reporter

REYNOLDSBURG (FRANKLIN)

A new year is upon us and we are grateful for

God’s upcoming blessings.  We are “fresh” off

our Shaggy, Smelly Sheep Christmas program.

The kids did a wonderful job and the directors

worked hard to present the Christmas story.  It

is amazing how God uses every opportunity to

show us something special regardless of how

many years we see shepherds, angels and of

course the Nativity played out on stage. 

In December, the seniors enjoyed a dinner and

evening of Christmas joy.   The kids had a spe

cial Wednesday night lesson and party.   The

teens will be enjoying a party this month and

attending Winter Jam. The WAC and Men’s

group met  for  Christmas meals and  fellow

ship.   

Thank you to all the teachers who study, pre

pare and present God’s word to our children and

teens.  The world is ready to teach our kids way

too much, we must keep them in church, active

and engaged.  

Praying for our church and yours in 2019. 

Jerry Sargent , Pastor

Kim Wiley, Reporter

COMMUNITY (CENTRAL OHIO)

It’s hard to believe that 2018 is coming to an

end. We had plenty of activities for our church

to do.  We held the Community Thanksgiving

Service at our church Nov. 21st.  We pray that

this service will resume as an annual event.

There was great attendance and standing room

only! Our annual Food Pantry Drive was a great

success again. The Good Samaritan Food

Pantry greatly appreciated the donations we

were able to make.  Our ladies craft group made

blankets again this year.  We were able to com

bine this with our caroling and gave blankets to

the residents of the nursing home in West

Jefferson.  This was a wonderful collaboration

for the church and the residents.  We sang from

ours hearts with warmth and gave physical

warmth also.  We also, sang for several of our

shutin members too.   

Dec. 5th started our celebration of Christ’s

birth by having our Church Christmas dinner,

delicious was the verdict! We had a beautiful

candlelight service Dec. 19th. The singing and

time of reflection was just lovely.  And of

course, the children’s Christmas play is always

so moving!  Every year the Christmas story

becomes more precious.  We had the opportuni

ty to adopt a family to bless them with gifts This

was a tremendous blessing for all involved!  

Bro. Jerry and some of his friends were able to

finish the eves and other finishing of the shelter

house.  Thank you! 

We have only one upcoming event…lol.  We

will be having our annual bowling outing.  We

have such a great time of fellowship, food and

fun.  This event will take place in February

2019. We thank the Lord for 2018 and we look

forward to the souls that will be won in 2019.

Bless our work, dear Lord. 

Jerry Newman, Pastor

A. Friend, Reporter
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2019 Mileage Rates 

Announced By Chris
Compton 

The Internal Revenue Service

(IRS) has issued the 2019 optional standard mileage rates (Notice 20192). After having a

slight increase last year, the increase in 2019 will be more significant. Beginning on January 1,

2019, the standard mileage rates for business use of a car, van, pickup truck or panel truck will

be 58 cents per mile (up from 54.5 cents in 2018). 

The standard mileage rate for medical or moving purposes will increase two  cents in 2019 to

20 cents per mile (18 cents per mile in 2018). The rate in service for charitable organizations

remains unchanged at 14 cents per mile (currently fixed by Congress). 

The optional standard mileage rates are used to calculate the deductible amount of business,

moving, medical or charitable expense (miles driven times the applicable rate). If your car is

for business and personal use, you'll want to keep adequate records and subtract out personal

miles.  Mileage accumulated by driving to and from your primary workplace or office is

excluded from the deduction. 

With The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, taxpayers can no longer claim a miscellaneous

itemized deduction for unreimbursed employee travel expenses for years 2018 to 2025.  This

would include unreimbursed mileage.  Employers can reimburse employees for mileage at the

standard mileage rate and are taxfree to the employee as long as accurate documentation is

kept.* 

To help pastors with mileage and other business expenses, churches should consider an

accountable reimbursement plan to reimburse their pastor(s). 

*The Board of Retirement does not provide tax advice.  Consult your tax professional for tax

consultation. 

Welch College Announces Accreditor Approval

of Master of Arts in Teaching 

Welch College is pleased to report that both its accreditors have approved its proposed Master of

Arts in Teaching. The Association for Biblical Higher Education Commission on Accreditation

notified Welch College of approval in November and The Southern Association of Colleges and

Schools Commission on Colleges notified the college of approval following its December annual

meeting. 

With these approvals, Welch College has reached a milestone by becoming the first Free Will

Baptist college to offer a second regionally accredited credential on the graduate level. 

The thirtythree hour Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) features 10week courses that meet once

each week. Courses meet on Monday and Thursday evenings from 69:30 p.m. CST and are avail

able on the Gallatin campus as well as live, online via Zoom. According to Dr. Greg Ketteman,

Graduate Dean, more than half of the inquiries and applications received to date are from outof

state students. 

The design of the MAT program allows students wishing to complete the program in 18 months to

do so by taking two courses at a time, although students may complete the degree based on the

pace that best fits their schedule. Institutionally funded scholarships and federally guaranteed loans

are available. 

Enrollment in the Master of Arts in Teaching is underway. Information about the Master of Arts in

Teaching may be found at welch.edu/mateaching and online applications are at welch.edu/admis

sions/apply/mateachingapply/. For questions or for enrollment information, please email Dr.

Greg Ketteman at gketteman@welch.edu.  The first course begins on January 17.

Ketteman said, “There’s a lot of excitement about this new program. Please be in prayer for us as

we initiate this new program and for our graduate students as they seek to advance their profes

sional craft as educators.”

Co-op Supports ALL Our Ministries!

FELLOWSHIP TRACT LEAGUE  

For all of your TRACT needs  

Call Rep. Tim Lapish at 1-614-937-5746 
or 1-513-494-1075;

Available for pulpit supply
timJL52@yahoo.com



FIRST CHILLICOTHE 

(SOUTH CENTRAL)

Happy New Year from First FWB Church!

We had our homecoming back in September

and we enjoyed food, fun and fellowship.  We

would  like to  thank everyone  who came  out

to worship with us and to those that brought

food. 

In October we had a tailgate party.  We dressed

up in our favorite football team shirts or jerseys.

There were many teams represented.  After our

services we had a cookout and there was a

bouncy house for the children to enjoy. Our

church would like to recognize Bobby Smith

and Josh Pepper for cooking the food and for

setting up the party.  Thank you, gentlemen, for

your hard work. Everyone had a great time.

Last year our church partnered with Trail Life

to fill shoe boxes for the Samaritan’s Purse.

Trail Life is an allboys group that meets twice

a week and they learn life skills while also

learning about God.  The shoe boxes went to

children overseas. Our church collected them in

November and prayed over them as well. We

hope that you will pray  for this ministry as

well.

Please remember all those that are healing from

surgeries and those that are sick in our church. 

From our church to yours we hope you have a

Happy New!

Mitch Salyers, Pastor

Shana McGoye, Reporter

TROY (LITTLE MIAMI)

Hello and blessings from Troy FWB Church.

Brother Dwight had hip replacement on

September 6th.  By the grace of God he is doing

great!  Prayers are answered!  Brothers Jim

Stepp and Gary Jeffers filled in for him during

Sunday and Thursday services.

On September 13, at the age of 91, a dear

brother in Christ and war Veteran Earl Roach

went home to be with the Lord.  He will always

be in our hearts. 

We had a wonderful turnout for homecoming

on September 16th.  Addison R. granddaughter

of Deborah R. made it more special by going to

the altar and giving her life to the Lord.  Praise

God!

October 20th was our annual fish fry led by

Brother Jim Stepp.  A good time was had by

everyone.

On Sunday, October 28th Brother Ray

Horton, along with Sister Anna Davis and the

Jeffers Trio sang and worshipped with the eld

erly at the Caldwell House.

November 3rd we had a White Elephant/baked

goods auction for the building fund. Finger

foods were served.  Brother Larry Thompson

was the auctioneer and he made it fun for every

one.  

November 59th at 7:00pm we hosted a revival

with guest preacher Bro. Randy Nichols.  

December 16th was our annual Christmas

play, “When Love Came Down”.  Sister Mary

Ann Preston was the director and music was by

Sister Anna Davis.  

As always, Troy FWB keeps you in our hearts

and prayers. Please remember us in your

prayers.  

Till next time, God bless.

Dwight Stump, Pastor

Shirley Vogler, Reporter

HAMILTON GLADES (PORTER)

Happy New Year!  May this new year find you

all well and desiring a closer walk with our

Lord. I apologize for missing the last deadline.

We had our annual fall meetings,

Homecoming and Old Fashioned Day. Our

youth are still doing well in the monthly Bible

rallies.

We are so thankful to have our deacon John

Parker and his wife Penny back with us. John

suffered a brain aneurysm and had many com

plications. Praising God for his healing touch. 

One dear sister, Debbie Durham,went on to

heaven in late October. 

We've been blessed with two new church

babies. Ben and Andrea Martin welcomed Miss

Hadley Beth in early October. David and

Brittany Ottens were blessed with their third

daughter, Karli, back in the summer.  

December 1st was our Christmas dinner. Our

own Francine Hall catered and did a wonderful

job. 

Our pastor brought two very good messages

recently. In early December he preached from

John 3:16 “The Greatest Gift Ever Given" and

the Sunday before Christmas “I Still Believe"
referencing the Polar Express!  

Until next time, blessings from the little white

church in the cornfield.

Jim Dummitt, Pastor

Jenny Dummitt, Reporter

BEECH GROVE (FRANKLIN)

Greetings from Beech Grove FWB Church.

Beech Grove has been having some very

bumpy roads to follow with Pastor Joe

Pinkerton absent at times with multiple physi

cal problems, and our treasurer, Shirley Eckart's

sudden illness.  

We appreciate the fact that two visiting minis

ters have been filling Pastor Joe's shoes with

good singing and preaching with Bro. Ed

Crone and Ron Adams preaching  and his wife,

Pam singing for us. We appreciated visitors,

Rox and John Trent stepping up and Rox

singing for us.

We continue to ask for prayer for  Sister

Shirley Eckart, Pastor Joe Pinkerton and for

me, Gloria Kidder.

Joe Pinkerton, Pastor

Gloria Kidder, Reporter

WESTERVILLE (FRANKLIN)

Greetings from Westerville!

Summer is over and all the children back in

school and already busy with activities in the

Pioneer Club.

We hosted the Franklin Conference Revival in

September with Tyler Penn, missionary in

Illinois. He brought inspiring messages each

evening.

Hunter Wellman was baptized Sept. 10th dur

ing our morning worship services. 

Our youth, along with some parents, spent a

day at Cedar Point in September. They had a

good time!

The Master’s Men sponsored their annual car

show recently with a good attendance. The

youth sold hot dogs, chips, ect. The WWAC had

a bake sale also. It was a fun day for all. The

men stay busy doing work for our shutins.

They build ramps, storage sheds tec. They pur

chased a new very large grill for the church.

Also, they sent a donation to the hurricane relief

fund.

Our WWAC sponsored a chicken dinner at

church; we had entertainment, games and silent

auction. Proceeds will go toward our Christmas

project. The youth were our servers and did a

tremendous job.

Since October being Pastor Appreciation

Month, we honored ours Oct. 21st. Special

recognition for our Pastor Paul Etterling and

Asst. Pastor Mike Sammons and their wives

and children. We are so blessed to have them.

On that day, Bro.  Kyle Chadwick of the North

FWB preached and the evening message was

given by Rev. Justin Feight, pastor of the

Columbus First FWB.

We’ll continue to pray for our sister churches

and you’ll remember us in your prayers. Thank

you!

In Christ.

Paul Etterling, Pastor

Grace McKinster, Reporter

SWAUGER VALLEY (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from our congregation here in the

Valley.  What a wonderful time we have in wor

ship and service for the Lord.  

We continue to thank the Lord for the mes

sages brought by Pastor Mike Simpson, Bro.

Scott Brafford and Bro. Danny Blevins and

lessons shared by our deacons and teachers.  

We had a special youth service November 11th

with the Swauger Valley Radiate Youth Skit

Team, special singing and food and fellowship

followed the service. In December we shared a

special Christmas cantata and a play.  We had

many ways and opportunities to serve in this

corner of the field!

May God bless!

Mike Simpson, Pastor

Laura Simpson, Reporter

CENTERBURG (CAPITAL CITY)

The Lord has blessed once again with another

wonderful year in the Lord! We would like to

wish everyone a Happy New Year! This could

be the year our Savior returns! Are you ready?

God continues to pour out His blessings upon

our church. We have witnessed five souls saved

since our last report.  God is so good!

We had the privilege of having Scott

Hutchinson preaching for us on November

18th.  His message was titled “Sometimes God
just doesn’t make sense.” Such a great message.

We sometimes think God doesn’t make sense,

the way things happen. But we have to have

faith and trust in him. “For my thoughts are not
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher
than the earth,so are my ways higher than your
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
Isaiah 55:89.

We thank the Lord for all He has done for us

this past year. Let us pray that this year, this day,

that our loved ones and friends will surrender

their lives to God, before it’s too late. 

As always, until next time, if the Lord should

tarry.

Mark Tuggle, Pastor

Sandy McDowell, Reporter
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State-Wide
January 2426                                                                               Ohio Men’s Retreat, Heartland Retreat Center, Marengo, Ohio

Central Ohio
February 2 Trinity Conference meeting at Eastside FWB, Jim Baldwin, Pastor

March 9 Franklin Conference Mission Conference at Reynoldsburg FWB, Jerry Sargent, Pastor

Northern Ohio
January 12 CuyahogaLorain Conference meeting at Cornerstone FWB, Bill Crank, Pastor

February 16 Northern Ohio Conference meeting at Dean FWB, Earl Tackett, Pastor

Southern Ohio
January 26 Jackson Conference meeting at Rutland FWB, Ed Barney, Pastor 

February 2 Lawrence Conference meeting at Pleasant Valley FWB, Shane Hanshaw, Pastor 

February 9 SouthCentral Conference meeting at First Chillicothe FWB, Mitch Salyers, Pastor 

February 9                                                                      Pine Creek Conference meeting at Sciotodale FWB, Aaron Reed, Pastor

Western Ohio
January 12 TriState Conference meeting at Lighthouse FWB, Bobby Courtney, Pastor 

Coming EventsComing Events
For Ohio Free Will BaptistsFor Ohio Free Will Baptists



OPEN DOOR (CORNERSTONE)

How do we praise God in our church?  Are we

faithful to give testimonies, or do we discover

the same people to give theirs over and over

again?  Do we affirm the preaching of the Word

with “Amen” or “Glory to God” from the stir

ring of the Spirit of God within us or do we do

it systematically in the right places?  Most of

all, how do we praise God in our congregation

al singing?

Forty years ago, an evangelist challenged his

listeners to approach the hymns sung in our

service as direct praise from us to God – indi

vidually!  How do we worship God in song?

Do we mumble the words under our breath or

wait impatiently for it to end so the service can

truly begin?  If we do sing, do we sing heartily

to God, or just enough without being carried

away?  If your participation in the hymn singing

were filtered so only you could be heard, would

you truly be praising and worshiping God or

would you stand in shame, because you didn’t

take the time to let the words do a work in your

heart and draw you to Him.

Hymns have such wonderful words and

Biblical truths to teach us.  Many of them are

based on Scriptures and offer up praise when

we sing from our innermost beings.  God does

n’t even require us to carry a tune.  So sing out

and make “a joyful noise to the Lord!”  Worship

Him in every part of your church service this

Sunday.

Willie Booth, Pastor

Liz Baker, Reporter

UNITED (CAPITAL CITY)

Happy New Year friends from United FWB

Church in Massillon, Ohio. We pray you all will

have a great New Year.

We have had a busy month, we went caroling

as a church group to a local nursing home we

visit every year. We practiced for the Children’s

Christmas plays which took place Dec. 23rd.

Our younger class presented “The Christmas
Card” and the older class presented “Room at
the Inn”. They all did an awesome job. We are

so very thankful to our teachers and the kids for

all they contributed to our Christmas service. 

During Christmas services we preached a con

nected theme between morning service and

evening service, Pastor Randy spoke on “The
Night before Christmas” during the morning

service and Bro. James Johnson spoke on

“The Day of Christmas” in the evening service.  

Some of the men went on a hunting trip to Salt

Fork.  The Caring Hearts Support Group for

parents who have lost children had a nice

memorial service for our Christmas meeting.

This ministry meets on the 1st Monday of every

month. January’s meeting was held on the 7th

with the topic “Signs of Addiction”.

The ladies had an evening out and an orna

ment exchange Dec. 8th and Dec. 15th we had

our Christmas party which included a meal and

games for all ages. Pastor Randy and his son

James sang Christmas songs. We had a special

guest McKenna Marcum, sing several songs

from the Rittman Community FWB. She is Bro.

Johnny Castle’s granddaughter. She was a

blessing and of course, a surprise visit from

Santa Claus with gifts for the children.

We ended our year with a church service Dec.

31st and testimonies of our “Operation

Stranger” ministry in which we send six people

out into the community with cards and tracts

along with $50 to find a stranger in need before

Christmas. We will have a great food fellowship

to follow this service. 

We are excited to see what God has in store for

us this coming new year. Keep our church in

your prayers as we pray for you. God bless and

Happy New Year.

Randy Keffer, Pastor

Faye Griffith, Reporter

OHIO TOGETHER WAY RECEIPTSOHIO TOGETHER WAY RECEIPTS
November-December 2018November-December 2018
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January 24-26, 2019
Heartland Retreat Center

Marengo, Ohio

Ohio Men’s Retreat!

Rev. Dan
Baer

Rev. Jim
Marcum

(No refunds after January 11th,
but you can transfer your registra-
tion to someone who is attending.)

$140 to register after
January 4thOhio Men’s Retreat

Schedule
THURSDAY, January 24th

1:00 PM Registration

3:30 PM Dan Baer

5:00 PM Evening Meal 

7:00 PM  Jim Marcum

FRIDAY, January 25th
7:30 AM Breakfast  

9:00 AM                                                                     Jim Marcum

10:00 AM Break

10:30 AM Dan Baer

12:00 PM Lunch 

Free Time for Prayer, Rest and Recreation
3:30 PM Attendance Awards

3:45 PM Jim Marcum

5:00 PM  Evening Meal  

6:30 PM Community Gospel Ambassadors Singing 

7:00 PM                                                                          Dan Baer

8:00 PM                                                    Mark Price, Moderator

Testimonies and Prayer in Individual Rooms

SATURDAY, January 26th
7:30 AM                                                                         Breakfast 

9:00 AM                                                                    Jim Marcum

10:00                                                                              Dan Baer

Dismiss until next year

Directions to the Retreat

Exit from I71 at Exit 140 (about 20 miles
north of Columbus) to State Route 61

and turn southeast.  
Go about one mile to County Road 15
and turn right.  

Go about one mile to County Road 218
and turn right.  

Go one mile to County Road 225 and

turn left.  

You will see the Heartland Entrance on the

right.  

Just keep bearing to the right and go back

to where you will see the buildings.

What You Need 
To Bring

Bedding
Sheets, Blankets and Pillows

if you stay in the dorms.  

You do not need bedding if

you stay in the individual
rooms.

Personal ItemsTowels,

Washcloths, Soap and

Toiletries

2019 Ohio Men’s Retreat
Registration Form

Name

Address

City/ State/ Zip

Phone

Church                                         Email

Register after January 4th  $140
If you are a first time attendeeplease check here______

MAIL TO: Ohio State Association of FWB
7554 Slate Ridge Blvd 

Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068

If you are unable to come for the whole retreat, you can purchase individual meals for $20 and a
one night stay is $35

For more information visit

www.OhioFWB.org


